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A Uotee fo the Faithtul,

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS.
MATTHEW AND LUKE COMPARED,

It is mnteresting to examine the gospels
in connection with the experiences of
the saint, and as to their moral effect
upon him. In viewing them dispen-
sationally we might lock at our Lord’s
coursc in Matthew, as He ostensibly
came ‘‘ to His own.” DBut let us now
look at Him there in contrast to the
privileged representative man of the
Jand, with the results of the law he
had aceepted surrounding him, Twomen
are there “under law,” but ohi! insuch
different aspects. One has come to
‘“yedecem’ those under it—one who was
“ Xmmanuel ;” the other, a self-willed
sinner who added transgrossion to sin,
VoL, XI. B
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9 A VOICE 'TO THE FAITHFUL,

having accepted the law to wmount to
God thereby. The law 1itsclf waned
before Him who came ‘under’” it in
Matthew. It came out from glory, it is
true, but it came no lower than Sinad.
“The Word made flesh” came down to
the ““ dust and the dunghill” to take to
glory (whence He came) those cast out
as to law-righteousness. The latter,
however, is Luke, who gives the Christ
of God in contrast to the ¢ holy and
just and good’’ law itself.

When our Lord came, e appearved
in connection with three phascs of things
which may be scen in the first garden
(Gen. 11.), and which form the basis of
the synoptic gospels. First, thero 1s a
representative man—the central object,
as it were below, his conduct measured
by law. Becondly, sin brought into
the scene through man by the serpent,
and the outflow thereof—all seen before
God filled with the poison. Thirdly,
the old creation, with all the fruit of the
head Adam, ruined, the crecation made
subjeet to vanity., Now the first three
gospels answer to these three phases, and
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THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS, 3

the Liord meets each of them; while the
fourth gospel (John) gives us what God
had been keeping in counsel from ever-
lasting ;—*¢ the gift” which lay 1 His
heart, and could not come forth in its
fulness, till man, the guilty refuser of
love and goodness, was judicially ended;
till sin and its frait—sins—werc put
away according to the measurce of His
righteousness (Rom. iil. 23); and till
we had died out of the scene of ruin g
till we, formerly the children of the first
man, had died with Him, who be-
comes our life and righteousness, in a
new creation. Thus we pass from Luke
(Paul giving us the bridge of union) to
John. I may remark that Matthew in
its moral effect, rather judieially termi-
nates, while Luke supersedes, man ag
man ; a new and heavenly Man (in-
cognito as 1t were) crosses the earth in
the latter gospel. Indeed we shall find
it difficult to view the first gospel
morally, without touching on the third :
we naturally contrast law and grace. In
the latter gospel the Christ yields up
His spirit after the vell is rent, just as
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4 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

Stephen, erc he departs, sees heaven
opened to receive lum.

Thus, ¢There are three things, yea
four,” which we behold developed in
orderly perfection by the Evangelists.

This first gospel sees Christ conversely
to the third. In Matthew we have “the
Just One”’ going down to the eross
there to be treated as if He had broken
the whole law. Thus will He ¢ mag-
nify”’ it and make it ¢ honourable.”
Whereas the unrighteous one is seen 1n
boastful exaltation secking to rise up-
wards in his pride. In Luke, Godis,as
it were, speaking to us of His blessed
Son ; and we have the weak and depen-
dent Man in a power not His own, on
His way up, (ix. 51) to the glory—His
reward, through the cross, howcver;
whereas the selt-willed refuser of grace
is on his way down to cternal misery.
There we see (Luke xv., xv1.) the sinner
taken with the rewarded One; while the
legal man, the elder brother, refuses
grace ab the door, (the spot where the
two separate for cver); first ho disowns
his carthly sonship; then (chap. xvi.
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THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPLILS, 5
1) ag the steward in nature, he 13 seen
with a hardening conseience, lowering
the standard he himself had accepted;
then, as the one ¢ making merry
sumptuously every day” (ver. 19), he
insists on present glory without the
cross, in final apostacy—having no
conscience at all ! Fearful end of man
as man !

It is interesting to see that Matthew
1s the one to record himself as ¢“ the pub-
lican.” (x. 8.) Hc has no wish to
make his ‘¢ boast of the law,”” but rather,
like David, to say, ¢l have sinned
against, not the law, but the Liord.”
How suitable, too, to see that legal
flesh at once rejects Him ‘“ who 1s born
king of the Jews,” though having
intelligence enongh to know where He
was to be born., Hence, ere John the
Baptist preaches repentanee (it is not
said, in Matthew, ¢ for the remission of
stns—a8 in Mark 1.; not to speak of ““the
salvation of (God’’ as in Luke 1iii., nor of
the ““fulness’ and ‘“the Only-begotten™
as in John 1.} in connection with a bap-
tism of water, the king 1s refused, and
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O A VOICE TO THE FATTH¥UL.

15 a ‘‘ Nazarene.” We might trace a
sort of order here foo. As the despised
king comes forward with ¢ great light”
in chapter iv. going on fo “the pro-
phets,” to be thus rejected also, Mark,
as it were, seizes the opening for his
gospel, insisting He is the Son-servant,
going far beyond the land. Again, asg
Matthew gives us His further rejection in
chapter xxi.,as He asserts His creatorial
rights, and comes as David’s greater
Son, Luke seizes the opening, and in-
sists on His widespread Lordship, going
out to the whole ereation ; then, sweeping
bheyond even the eighth Psalm, and
extracting all the heavenly riches from
the sermon on the mount, &e., he un-
folds the heavenly visitant, yet ¢ Lord
of all.”

To return to Matthew., One would
suppose that man would at least con-
sider such words as ‘“I say unto you,
that every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account,” &e.
But ¢“ men’’ cared not what this right-
cous One gaid ; hence,in thig gospel, we
see their determination to banish and
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THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS. 7

blot out of memory sueh a reprover.
(xxviii.) But those who can thus
“ transgress the commandment of God”
(and transgression is not named after
Matthew in the gospels) shall hear
from the Lord’s lips their fearful doom.
Chapter xxiii. discloses tho results of
man’s seeking to recower himself by
the law.

The seven woes here uttered (ver. 14
should be omitted) give us the perfec-
tion of misery brought on his head who
is “* under the curse.”

We do not hear ¢ peace’ pronounced
to any one in Matthew——not even to the
one who touched ¢ the hem.” This, to
me, is signifieant. How could there be
peace till the man who has in every way
insulted God, is judieially set aside?
Nor do I belicve any quickened one
has solid peace till he sces the end of
man as under judgment and in the flesh.
In Luke we have “peacc on earth,” and
then, ““in heaven” too. In John,
““neace,” and <1y peace’ ~—the BSon of
man ‘“¢s in heaven” there, having gone
up in Liuke,
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I may mnotice that since Matthew
traces the legal man’s story, terminating
his history for us at the cross, and since
Liuke gives us the heavenly One who
supersedes the earthly man altogether,
we shall find the latter evangelist adding
something, putting on a link, as it were,
when relating the same ftruths or occa-
gions. The added link is generally
gsomething which needs power wholly
above nature; a contrast, not merely be-
tween good and bad, but between the
heavenly and the earthly. Luke it 1is
who shews the heart of heaven opened
‘““ unto men’’ {chap. ii. 9); who brings
the Father out, and takes prodigals
unto a new home and feasting. (ehap. xv.)
So for instance in chapter v. 86-39, wo
have 1n addition to what 1s given in
Matthew ix, 16, 17, these words, ¢ No
man who having drunk old wine,
straightway dcsireth new, for he saith
the old is better.” The old wine—the
joy of natare, 1s to be superseded, and
the taste for the ncw 1s spoiled if we
drink the old. 1t is not only the ne-
cessity of there being ““ new garments,”
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and new bottles, but the desire is roused
for ¢ new wine.”

Again, while in Matthew vui. 19-22,
we only have the case of tho seribe who
proposes to follow the Lord everywhere,
and of the ono who was debarred from
1t, by waiting to bury his unconverted
fathor ; in Liuke 1x. 57-62 we have, 1n
addition, the ease of him who said,
“ Lord, T will follow thee, but let me
first bid them farewell which are at
home at my house;” and this 1s suita-
ble to the gospel of the heavenly One
who opens the door of the Father’s
house ; for without that, how could we
rise above the fair and laundable tics of
nature ?

Again, Matthew xii. 22 only names
tho eare of this world and the deceitful-
ness of riches ;. Luke in addition
(chap. viil. 14) speaks of ¢ this lifc”
(Beos, ordinary manner of living, a woul
not used in Matt.) and its usual enjor-
ments ; for how can we cease to Le
snared by those agreesbleg,—sweet-
nesses of life, if we have not the joy
of the ““grcat supper?”’ Notice algo hiyw

6 2
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Luko xiv. 18-22 adds the ti¢ of nature’s
r¢lationship which he calls upon us to
“ hate” (ver. 206) if we are to be disciples
of the rejected One; while DMafthew
xxil. §) only speaks of the ‘“farm
and the merchandise.” The * field and
the oxcn” arc what we possess; but
nature’s ties possess us. ¢ Ho hkewise
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that hie hatly, he cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke xiv. 83.) That is not
a deimand, 1t 1s a fact,

We m1gl"~t speak of other peculiarities
as we examine this first gospel morally,
th¥ enough has been said to give a sert
of résemé of what 1 propos scd to touch
upon.  [would just remark, ere elosing,
how mgnificant to see ¢ the wise men
from the east” bringing their gifts of
gold, &. They saw more in the royal
Pabe than human or law-righteousness.
Jowever, 1f, in the beginning of the his-
tory of ¢ Emmauuel,” wefind some riging
above all Jewish thought as they saw
‘* hig glur in the east,”” we-—in Laodicean
days—may hear ¢ the beginning of the
erestion of God” couufzellmg those
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even who may be sunk in utter indif-
ference, to buy of flim ¢ gold.” ¢ The
bright and Morning Star’ 13 there too.
The extreme between the Gentile magt
and that Child of Matthew i1, does not
equal the distance between the ‘¢ thee”
and the ¢ me” of Revelation iii. 18,

May we own that God’s righfeousness
1s gomething more than acquittal because
of the judicial end of man. Ah! when
we have come from Paul and ¢ my gos-
pel,” to hear the teaching of the four
Kvangelists, we can truly rejoice as we
study the history of proud religious
flesh, and say, ‘ Now we are delivered
from the law, having died to that in
which we were held, that we should
serve 1n newness of spirit, and not in
the oldness of the letter.” Hagar and
Ishmael are thus sent away. The mil-
lennium, of course, will come, when the
new covenant appears. The old is gonc
in Matthow, and wec are beyond the new
in Luke,
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82 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

simple force to the church of God: so
that, iIn my judgment, in order to
counteract the declension, and renovai .
the Philadelphian type, the pastor and
teacher must be true to their gifts. .

In conelusion, I would say that I be-
lieve Satan’s aim and effort against usis
to neutralize the eficet of the great truth
which has been revived in this day—
the presence of the IHoly Ghost. Baflied
i his cffort to get it denied, Le then
secks to weaken its force in an insidious
way. This I believe he has succeeded
1 doing amongst us, ag fo its practical
powcr, though in point of doctrine it 1s
fully acknowledged. Bub there is ever
a tendency to sepavate the advantages
of a fruth from its responsibility ; and
so it is now. Many who re¢joice in the
truth of the indwelling Bpirit, for their
own comfort, are not alive to the respon--
sibility which His presence on earth in
testimony for Christ involves,.

'The Lord lead each of us to be so
inferested in His interestg, that we may
be helpers together of one another in
the path of life,
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THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS.

MARK.

In Matthew we saw the moral effect of
the acceptance of law, by man-—The
law entered that the offence might
abound.” Now we shall see that
‘“ where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.” Hence, in Mark, we
have the significant words opening the
book, ¢ The beginning of the gospel
of [that is, relating to] Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.” (Chap.1.1; Rom. viii
8.) He is coming down to the place
where sin and Satan ruined man. It is
not only the answer to the question to
man in the fall, ¢ What hast thou
done ?'" but also, « Where art thou ?”
It 1s the Son-servant, passing on in
haste to glorify God.

In this gospel, we have, as far as I
know, neither ¢law,’ ¢lawyer,’ nor any
compound of the word (vouos) occurring.
The measure, as to height, of that
poison which ‘by one man entered
into the world,” is ¢ the glory of God."”
(Rom. iii. 28.) The first gospel began

. VOL, XI, C
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with man under law, the offence so
fearfully abounding, that he abt once
rejects  Emmanuel ;”” but Mark opens
with man ¢ in their synagogue, in the
power of an unclean spirit,” a peculiar
expression, shewing Satan’s tool, as 1t
were, completely in the coils of the
serpent. ¢ The Seed of the woman’’ is
on the scene, however, to bruise his
head ; and it may be remarked, that the
enemy of souls is not called ‘¢ the devil”
in this gospel : he is always ¢ Satan,”
as in Job.

In chapter ii. 16 we find ¢ sinners”
put firsf—coming to the front. (See
correct Greek.,) Jesus Christ, God’s
Son is pre-eminently their Friend, just
because (xod is His object and not their
need. The controversy is between the
God of glory, and the ruiner of man;
hence it will be seen that the measure
of sin, ag to its depth, is the place
¢ where their worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched.” Thrice in chapter
ix. must our evangelist declare the
distance to which the guilty sinner must
be cast who refusges ¢ grace abounding.”
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It 18, ¢¢ he that believeth not shall be,”
not only judged, but ¢“damned.” (Chap.
xvi.) Hence the law is not the
measure of sins on the conseience; it
is the justice of God, opening up the lake
of fire to the despiser of His blessed
Servant: He who knew no sin, made
sin, ‘“that we might become God’s
righteousness in him.”

The Servant speaks no good thing of
the injured one in this gospel. He will
not extol the faith of the Syro-phenician
(chap. vii.), though He does so fully in
the presence of the law-boaster. (Matt.
xv.) If the sinner in the chaing of Satan
is to be saved, not one word is to be
said for him. The Messenger is among,
not only ¢an adulterous,” but also a
¢“ginful generation ;”’ hence ‘¢ the lusts
of other things’’ must be added to the
cares and riches of Matthew-—not ‘“the
agrecables of this life,”” as in Luke.
(Chap.v.19.) Compare also such passages
as chapters vi, 19 ; v. 20, &c. where the
evil 18 more fully unfolded than in the
former gospel. Truly,it 18 lawless flesh
we behold ; even the Jew must be shewn
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out, ag in ¢‘“the leaven of Herod.”
Mark adds this latter to ¢¢ the leaven of
the Pharisees,” which 1s hypocrisy.
(Chap.viii. 15.) Such is man! Behold the
amazing grace of God in Him the ¢ Pa-
tient, spotless One ;”’ for such isthe Son
in Mark., It isthe pure One who comes
to the place where Satan’s helpless in-
strument (man) lies, that He who sent
Him may reveal from glory His right-
eousness ; something apart from law
altogether, that which is revealed in
virtue of the work done on the cross.
Hence He sits down at God’s right
hand ; in chapter xvi., a woman having
been the messenger to announce the
resurrection of the Conqueror of sin and
Satan. It isthe ¢“abundance of grace.”
A woman was the direet channel, in
Eden, of the root of sin. Now a
woman, out of whom ¢ seven devils”
are cast ouf, is sent with these tidings,
This fact is not recorded in Matthew,
Thus our gospel begins with man in
Satan’s power, and that even in the
religious place, the synagogue: it ends
with his captive perfectly set free by the
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God of glory. Thus ecaptivity is cap-
tive led. Hence, ¢ she [the word 1s
emphatic] went and told it unto the
residue.”” (Ver. 10.) It is not our
death with Christ ; it is God is glorified
as t0 every hindrance, which, not Sinai,
but heaven—and glory saw in the
way.

We shall find the ery, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?”
heard no more after Mark’s gospel.
The cross, in Luke, will be simply
death, IIewho has cleared away trans-
gressiong and sins, and sin for the
believer, calmly dies there; and, as I
said before, the veil can rend before He
gives up the ghost. Were we to gaze
on the *“ two thieves” in Matthew and
Mark, we should say, in our wisdom,
both were lost ; but Luke will shew us
that all is so perfectly accomplished for
him who receives life in a look to Jesus,
that he can pass into paradise * to-day.,”
He dies with Him, passing not into a
manifested kingdom which he had looked
on to, but into the hidden realm of life
in God, in the heavenly side of the
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kingdom of the Son of the Father's
love. Lord, give us so to see the per-
fection of Thy work for God, that we
in spirtt may know that spherc where
Thou art *“all and 1n all”—know it
now |

We saw in Matthew xxiii. the woes
uttered on him who took up law. In
Mark vii. we shall see this pure and
spotless One looking into that cage of
unclean birds, man’s corrupt heart.
Here, nothing is said about things pro-
ceeding ‘““out of the mouth;” as in
Matthew xv, Indeed the word ¢ mouth”
does not occur in Mark. It is more the
inner thing. John will give us the
answer to this: the inner divine life
acting 1n the believer in the power of
righteousness. But in our gospel the
Son-servant is passing on amid ¢ unclean
spirits’’ to rise, through the cross, and
shine in eternal glory in heaven. It is
not only a difference put ¢ between
holy and unboly,” as in Luke, but be-
tween ‘‘clean and unclean.”” This is
the wondrous Servant who stands, in
chapter vii., in contrast to all that flows
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out of the evil house below. ¢ He
entered into the house from the people.”
There, outside man, He unfolds to His
followers the enormity of the fountain’s
outflow from the evil one throngh man,
He declares the truth. Man's wicked-
ness could not be worse—it could not be
concealed, however grace might meet it.
But what of the Fount of purity ?- It
must low out too. He ‘* went into an
house, and would have no man know it:
but he could not be hid.,” (Ver. 24.)
Verse 28 are Satan’s communications
into /s vessel—his channel to earth,
But oh, what a river is flowing from
glory, from the throne, in the Servant
who has come forth from God! The
waters must burst forth. And to whom ?
Let the Syro-phenician of Tyre and
Sidon declare : ““ The dogs under the
table eat of the children’s crumbs.”
Not a word about her addressing Hinm
as the ¢ Son of David,” in Mark, nor to
‘‘ have merey’’ on her. At once she is
in the place of the beggar on ¢ t{he
dunghill” (1 Sam. ii. 8), and therefore
on the way to tho princely place in
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glory, How this gospel levels down
the sinner to utter corruption! And
such, does it seem to me, is the place the
dog—the Gentile—ocecupies 1in the
epistle to the Colossians. Paul there
shews that it i1s among the Gentiles that
the riches of the glory of this mystery
“ God has willed to make known.,”
Such are the erumbs ¢ which fell to the
dogs,” when the children refused Him,
who as Jehovah’s Servant came ¢ to his
own.”” l.ost and dead sinners cannot
refuse to receive grace. The legal man
would not have it, Truly Mark gives
us the basias of ¢ the gospel of the glory
of the Christ whois the 1mage of God.”

Such 15 God's perfect Servant in this
gospel. He opens the way by which
the sinner ean pass not only from under
law, not merely to have the law, as in
millennial times, written on the heart,
and sins forgiven, but into the presence
of His God—into His presence in glory
itself, where God dwells. He brings us to
God. All thig lends a peculiar charm to
Mark. I am not the object: my need
18 not the requirement., The ¢ Son,
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made in the likeness of the flesh of sin”
sent to the scene of Satan’s apparent
success, ‘‘ and for sin; "’ He is the One
we Dbehold. Our hearts are made to
feel His spotlessness as He fulfils His
great mission for God; God is the ob-
jeet, though this must include our
blessing. And how suitably this gospel
eloses ! Tidings can go out to all the
world; the glad-tidings can be preached,
not exactly evangelized (Luke will use
this latter word) ¢“to all the creation.”
The Victor declares that ‘“serpents’ can
be taken up by those who believe, and
““if they drink any deadly thing 1t shall
not hurt them.” This moral truth is
quite in accordance with the character
of our evangelist. ¢ So then after the
Lord had spoken unto them he was
received up,” &e. May we really see
Him now as the One who was received
up into heaven, and who has sat down
on the right hand of God.” The
Destroyer of death 1s there. In Luke
we shall see the Man who has glorified
God presented to us. In John, He
declares the Tather,
c2
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THE NEW CENTRE,

Wuen God created man, and formed
him out of the dust of the earth, he was
not only brought into relationship with
God, as one into whose nostrils He
Himself had breathed the breath of life,
but was coustituted the head and centre
of ereation, always, however, in depen-
dence upon God. Made in the image of
God, dominion was given to him over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth. His own blessing was connected
with dependence upon, and obedience to
God, ag well asin intercourse with Him,
and upon his maintenance of this
relationship in its integrity depended
the happiness of the creature over whom
he was sct, How soon disobedicnce
and failure came 1, we all know, as
well as their terrible consequences on
cvery hand; but the moment of the
fallure of the first man becomes the
oceasion for the announcement of God’s
purposes in connection with the Second,
““ The Lord from heaven,” to whom, and
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not to the first, the promise is made,
that as the Seed of the woman, He
should bruise the serpent’s head. Thus
early is introduced the new centre, the
head of a new creation, as Adam wasg of
the old, and in one aspect of it, tho
word of Grod is the unfolding of the way
and manner in whieh the one is esta-
blished and the other displaced.

The full accomplishment of all thisis
yet future, but for ourselves, as con-
stituting the body of which He is the
head, and as already ‘‘ reconciled in the
body of his flesh through death,” the
responsibilities attaching to such re-
lationship, no less than the blessings
whiech flow therefrom are ours now, and
we have to maintain the one and enjoy
the other, in the power of resurrection
hife ; for need 1t be said that it is as
raiscd from the dead, that He is made
Lord and Christ, and that we are infro-
duced into the same sphere in virtue of
being quickened, raised and seated in
Him.

Now in John xii. I-8, we have the
Lord presented to us as occupying this
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new place, and surrounded by those who
have been the subjects of the power of
death and resurrection ; Lazarus having
been actually dead and raised, and
Martha and Mary knowing it through
sympathy with Him. In the chapters
which precede, man’s enmity reaches its
climax and allisover. The Lord reveals
Himself in chapter x. as the Shepherd,
the central objeet of authority and
blessing for the sheep, while chapter xi.
shews, that as man is dead, it is only as
Christ is known as the resurrection and
the life, that the blessings which flow
from Him in His new position, can be
ours. 1he result, as we have noticed,
1§ given to us in chapter xii.

Here we have the Lord presented (in
contrast with the first Adam) as head of
the new creation, the divine centre
around which all revolve : ¢ There they
made him a supper,” while Martha,
Mary, and Liazarus surround Him, and
illustrate 1n their several relations to
Hinmself, our own place of privilege and
blessing. Martha alone does not present
this to us, nor Lazarus, nor Mary, but
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the three together do. First, ¢ Martha
serves,’’ and in this brief statement how
pointedly does the Holy Ghost mark the
contrast with what is told about her in
Luke x. There she i1s in all the energy
of nature, and herself the object of what
she was doing, not the One at whose
feet Mary was sitting, and hence her
service 1s characterized as cumbrance,
and the result to herself as being
“ careful and troubled about many
things.”” Now this will be found to be
always true of all service, however
sincere the motive with which it is
undertaken, unless not only the Lord
Himself is the object before the soul,
but His mind consulted as- to the way
and manner in which it is to be carried
out. It 1s not enough to be clear that
what I am doing 1s right in the abstract,
but the thing which I do must be in
accordance with the Liord’s mind at the
time, that 1s, 1t must be the thing He
would have me to do, otherwise it will
not receive the divine approval which
marked Martha’s service in verse 2. -
Again, ¢ Lazarus was one of them

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

46 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

that sat at the table with him.” Ths
indicates our place of joint-heirship with
Christ—Lazarus is a partaker of what is
prepared for Christ,

Mary, the one who ¢ knew the gift of
God” (see John iv. 10), and had sat at
His feet to receive from the One who
came to impart, judged to be careless of
service, and chided for her inactivity and
apparent indifference by her less spiritual
sister, 18 now the greatest contrilutor,
she fills the house with fragrance. But
more than this, there are marks of
devotedness in Mary which we shall do
well to study. She connects the cost-
liest of her possessions with Christ in
death, pouring the ointment on His feet.
His grave becomes the grave not only of
all that was of value to her, but of all
which could in any wise contribute to
her own importance, for she wipes His
feet with her hair—with that which the
word of God calls “the glory of a
woman.”” It is only fit to wipe His
feet., Is 1t thus with ourselves ? Do
we know what 1t 1s to be in the power
of this connecetion with and relation to
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Christ risen, as the centre of all God's
thoughts and purposes, so that, not
merely as we sometimes sing,

All the vain things which please me most,
I'd sacrifice them to His blood,

But the best have no value for us in the
presence of that which so exeels; nay,
more, that ourselves, and all that con-
cerns us individually, are counted as
buried with Him, and what alone we
value now and seek to possess, are
‘¢ the things that are above where Christ
sits at the right hand of God.”

Yerses 4—0 of this chapter expose the
real motive which actuates every ser-
vice, however plausible, which has not
Christ for its object. Judas manifests
great concern for the poor and complains
that the ointment is wasted. Viewedin
relation to a lower object than the Lord
Himself, it hasa value, which one whose
heart has no place in 1t for Him, can
appraise at more than three hundred
pence, and thus it is that things here
possess an importance with many who
profess to belong to Christ and to have
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His interest at heart. But what does
the Holy Ghost say here? ¢ This he
said, not that he cared for the poor, but
because he was a thief, and had the bag
and bare what was put therein.”” Hence
there are but two centres, and around
one or the other of these every one
revolves, Christ and sclf. 'The first
man and the second. Which is it
with us ? |

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.
ADVANTAGES AND RESPONSIBILITY.

For the ruined and lost there is no help
except through grace. When there is
nothing but guilt, everything must be
given. To give where thers is no
desert, and no claim, where judg-
ment for sin is due and impending, ig
grace. Thus it 1s that, ¢ when we were
yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for, the ungodly;” ¢ while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Man
is so irretrievably lost and undone, that
he can now be only a recipient. ¢* What
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hast thou that thon hast not re-
ceived ?”

If T have had nothing, or worse than
nothing, all of any good in me now
must be through grace. ‘¢ By the grace
of God I am what I am.” Henee, in
every instance, God conferred advan.
tages upon His people, 'There would
have been no difference between them
and others if He had not. But plainly,
according as He made their position
different from the mere world around,
so was it ncumbent on them, and
required, faithfully and truly to ac-
knowledge, in life and ways, the favour
conferred. Nay, they were responsible
to do so, for otherwise, they would
malke little of the great, distinctive ad-
vantages which they had received. They
would fail to realize them, and as they
in any measure slighted them, they
would be weakening or losing their
value to themselves.

It is evident, that the more faithfully
and deeply I maintain and concentrate
my heart on any divine favour which 1
have received; the more I make of it,
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works. The works are the real measure
of the inherent possessed power, and
when there is any dereliction or defalea-
tion of action in the Spirit, there is
evidence of defect or deficiency within ;
and therefore the deficiency in responsi-
bility would indicate deficiency in the
advantages, as was seen in Israel in
Haggai’s time, or as we see commonly
now, when there igfatlure in the act, be
it a song or a step. The lack in either,
18 evidence of lack in internal power
of some kind. You learn the power of
the songster by the song. You judge of
a horse’s power by the test of its running
or the height it canjump. The external
act indicates the measure and nature of
the internal power, and when there can
ba little externally, there must be corre-
spondingly little internally. Therefore
any one who cannot act in the energy of
the Holy Ghost, in testimony for Christ
outwardly, before the world ; that man,
whatever he may assert to the contrary,
18 defective, and wanting in divine
energy and power 1n his soul.

—_—
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THE HEART FIXED.

TrE heart is never fixed, or as Peter
expresses it (chap. v.) ¢ settled,” un-
til it has an object that controls it, not
only one that it turns to and delights
1n, as a mother does to her child, or the
miser to his riches, or the florist to his
garden. Imean that it i8 not alone that
Christ should be your resource, but you
must be so detained by Him in heart
and judgment (and noft merely as a
necessity), that you cannot bear to see
anything but as He sees it. You would
then be like the moon which hag no
light without the sun, and you would
prefer to be nothing, rather than to be
anything not derived from Him. The
mistake is being too much satisfied with
turning ¢t0 Him, instead of issuing from
Him; coming down into daily circum-
stances as sent to them from His pre-
gence. Of course we have to turn to
Him, and He is then the object to us for
what we need from Him ; but when He
controls me, I can enjoy nothing apart
from Him ; and the first thought of my
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heart about everything is, *“ How does
He like 1t ?” The heart likes to be
controlled by an object worthy of con-
trolling it. When you are thus con-
trolled, you surrender your will and
judgment to Him; you jollow Him;
you do not only scek Him. How
differently we should encounter every
question or care which crops up, were
we to come into the scene of it re-
flecting the light of Christ, as the
moon reflects and sheds light in a dark
night ; not merely submitting eares and
questions to Christ, but casting the
light and mind of Christ, which has
been the cheer and sustainment of one’s
own heart, upon them as they arise in
the path. There 18 a great practical
difference between going from darkness
to get light, and coming from light into
darkness. In the latter one 13 always
safe oneself.
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« SHE SHALL BE BROUGHT UNTO
THE KING IN RAIMENT OF
NEEDLEWORK.” “

Lorp Jesus! Thy glory and beauty
Have drawn our hearts captive up there;
Then here let the garments that suit Thee

Be only the garments we wear.

In heaven, our Sanctification,
Thou shinest the Father beside —
The Sun of our God’s new creation,
Enlightening the steps of Thy bride.

Now blest in the I'ather's good pleasure,
With all that His heart can bestow,

Thyself, in His presence, the measure
The Son whom alone He doth know.

Xf now she would taste of the sorrows
That thronged round Thy pathway oflove,
Thy steps of rejection she follows
Since Thou art her object above,
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Lord Jesus! Thy bride in the glory,
Shall perfectly answer Thy heart,
While she, in retracing her story,
More fully shall know what Thou art.

And now, as we gaze on the beauty
That soon shall be gracing us there:
We see that no garments can suit Thee,

Save such as in glory we'll wear.

T'hen, Lord, as we worship for ever,
Our eyes shall God’s Wisdom behold—
Perfections more wondrous discover
Which only His rest can unfold.

There in the reposa of the glory—
Where Thou art the Fountain of light,

The many crowns glittering o'er Thee,
The Father's eternal delight,

For ever—for ever and ever,

Thy presence our heaven shall be—
Adoring our God as the Giver,

The Giver, Lord Jesus, of THEE.
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LUKE,

THE just claims of the law having been
met in Matthew, and the throne of God
vindicated and glorified as to sin and its
outflow in Mark, we shall find that Luke
gives us the result morally. Frait
according to God can come forth—that
which is to be the fulness of the new
creation can be spoken of. The rem-
nant band can sing, ¢“ He hath shewn
strength with his arm; he has filled
the hungry with good things.” Again,
‘“ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for
he hath visited and redeemed his peo-
ple.””  The ¢ Dayspring from on high"
is the visitant ; the abundance of grace
flows down. When Israel crossed the
Red Sea, Moses sang of salvation as
accomplished. So in Luke; we shall
find it only a question now of leading on
to a new creation.

Hence this gospel gives us God's
tender Plant on its way to heavenly
rest—the ‘“ green tree,’”’ (chap. xxi. 31)
which cannot find soil for its roots im

VOL. XI. D
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the first garden of the old creation,
passes on to be transplanted to ¢ the
paradise of God”’—to be displayed there
in fruit-giving power, that ¢‘the right-
eousness of God may be revealed.”

The law was never to give fruit: ¢ It
was added because of {ransgressions,
till the seed should come to whom the
promise was made.” (Gal. iii.) In Luke,
this Seed—the Isaac—is crossing the
desert earth. The just law honoured,
the God of purer eyes than to behold
iniquity, glorified—why should not
¢ that Holy Thing”’ give Heaven’s bread
—why should not the Son of the High-
est, the ‘‘sun-rising,” display Heaven’s
resources ?

Though Matthew unfolds the Christ
‘¢ under law,”’” He rigses far above Moses,
as in the ¢ 1 say unto you,” in the
sermon on the Mount; and though Mark
unfolds the One of the Prophets, the
Son-servant goes far beyond this. So
is it in Liuke. The ¢ Tree’’ of Psalm 1.,
‘“ who bringeth forth fruit in his season,
whose leaf does not wither,” i3 on the
gcene whish is the millennium-earth,

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS. 67

but which 18 not in millennium con-
dition: ¢ The Son of man,” of Psalm
viil., 18 there also. Infactit is the Man
of the Psalms whom we behold ; but,
since ¢ the heavens must receive’’ Him
till the glory of the kingdom come, our
Evangelist takes up the heavenly side
of things for the present interval of
rbounding grace. Thusthe word ¢ To-
day’ is most expressive in this gos-
pel. We read, ¢ For unto you is born
this day.” (Chap. ii. 11.) “This day ig
this scripture fulfilled,” &e. (iv. 21.)
“ This day is salvation come to thine
house.” (xix. 9.) ¢ This day shalt thou
be with me in paradise.”” (xxiii. 43.)

All the forms of the word ¢ grace,”
(xupw) first appear n Luke, as also
‘“ Redemption” and ‘¢ Salvation.” The
salvation is of God. Luke is the one
who wuses the apostle Paul’s peculiar
word for redemption — amolvrpwais.
(Chap. xxi. 28.) Paul explains what
Luke names.

It is beautiful to behold ¢ glory,” first
appearing to men in this gospel. God
is perfectly magnified as to every hin-
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drance: so °‘the glory of the Lord”
shines round about the shepherds on
the plains of Bethlehem. They hear
peace uttered, as the glory covers them.
And in noticing this, I may anticipate a
little, in order to point out the charac-
teristic order seen in each gospel. In
the transfiguration in Maithew it is,
‘¢ There appeared unto them Moges and
Elias talking with him.” The giver of
law is put first. In Mark it is, ¢ There
appeared unto them Elias with Moses,”
as His raiment became shining, exceed-
ing white as snow. The prophet is put
first. In Luke, * There talked with
him two men . . .. who appeared in
glory.” Man isin company with the Man
Christ Jesus—and in glory too. Moses
headed ¢¢the law ;" Klias, ¢ the pro-
phets.” But who heads the Psalmg ?
Man, “crowned with glory and hovour,"”
(Ps. viil.) in resurrection garments.
This is the One who took the first
step towards this glory in chapter iv, 1:
“ Dut Jesus, full of the Holy Ghost,
returned from the Jordan, and was led
by the Spirit in the wilderness, forty
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days, tempted of the devil.” It 1s the
‘“ Jesus himself”’ of chapter iii. 28, In
Matthew iii. it was ¢ the Spirit of God”
descended on Him at His baptism ; in
Mark 1., it was ‘“ the Spirit;"’ but now it
18 ‘‘the Holy Spirit.”” Man, in the
power of holiness, is in contrast, not
only with the legal and the lawless man ;
he is also in contrast with the weakness of
tnnocence. ‘¢ Jesus himself’’ is the unique
Man, as He shines in all the beauty of
the veil. It is not only that He is free
from all taint; He is not even of the
innocent family—such a race never
existed, for Adam unfallen brought
forth no fruit, The * Green Tree’ 18
the hope of new creation fruitfulness,
though cut down at the cross asif it
were ““ the dry.”” This seems to me the
point in the words ¢¢ Jesus himself was
beginning to be about thirty years old,
being, as was supposed, Son of Joseph,
(Son) of Eli, (Son) of Matthat, . . . .
(Son) of Adam, (Son) of God.”” Then
- But Jesus, full of the Holy Ghost,"
&c. Theman in weakness of innocence
was conquered by the devil; the Man in
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dependence of power not His own, was
victorious.

John the Baptist (whose preaching
still owned man as man), being shut up
in prison, the anointed One moves on.
The tempter baffled, He “‘returns in the
power of the Spirit into Galilee.”” He
had lost nothing by the trial. ¢ Full of
the Holy Ghost,” He is led in the
desert. He comes forth to minister in
the same power—Man 1n perfect depen-
dence on God. He comes, too, ‘‘ where
He had been brought up.” May not
this be a figure of this poor earth where
He was born as man, where His heart as
Saviour still is, during the ¢ To-day’’ of
grace ? 1f Matthew wont back to Abra-
ham (chap. i. 1), and Mark, to the
other side of the deluge into a sinning
Eden, when the world was in embryo ;
Luke contrasts the Man who said, ¢ not
my will,”” with him who fell because he
used his will. It is, as in Philippians
il., the dependent One, who ‘¢ emptied
himself ”—and the contrast is the inde-
pendent one who exalted himself. The
former is on His way, by humiliation
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and death of obedience, to ¢ His glory”
(Luke xxiv.); while the latter, having
fallen, having dishonoured the law and
fallen again into lawlessness and apo-
stasy, is on his way to destruction. The
first man fell, and became the head of a
sinful race to whom he could give no
aid—needing salvation himself. The
second Man appesrs on the scene of
ruin—coming from heaven to pass
thither again., He is the Saviour for the
lost. .

But let us follow the type in chapter
iv. He goes into the synagogue, and
stands up for to read. He reads from
the Prophets, and then having ‘¢ rolled
up the book he delivered it to the
attendant and sat down, and the eyes of
all in the synagogue were fixed on him."
While He reads the book of the Pro-
phets, He remaing standing ; He is still
connected with things since the world
began, He is ¢ the holy servant Jesus,”’
(Acts ili. 18 ; iv. 27, 80), until Stephen
18 sent as the messenger, saying, *“ We
will not have this man.”” Then it is, ¢ 1
see the heavens opened and the Son of
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man standing at the right hand of God.”
He 18 the ¢ Holy Servant” no more,
though He servesin a still more blessed
way. Now He announces Himself as
the anointed Evangelist of grace. He
closes the book of Propheoy to be opened
again by-and-by; and He Himself
speaks now. He is seen sitting. It is
typically beyond the day of Stephen.
He 1naugurates the ¢ To-day’’ of grace.
The ¢ to-day’ that brings salvation fo
our house (ehap. xix.), the *to-day”
that leads into paradise. (Chap. =xxiii.)
“ To-day’ (He says) ¢ this scripture 1s
fulfilled in your ears.”

Jesus Himself is the ILiving Word,
(the Noyos). He can go beyond the
Prophets, and can say, *“ I tell you of a
truth.” Even Luke himself is one of
the ¢ attendants” only. (Chap. i.2.) T§
is on Him, the mighty Evangelist, that
the Spirit of Jehovah has come., He is
full of blessing for man, but it is as of
grace (ver. 22), the abundance thereof,
and truth. (Ver.25.) Heunfoldsanew
thing, as Man—the human channel from
the throne * even glad-tidings of ¢¢ life”’
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[see ver. 25] and of ¢ incorruptibility”’
(ver. 27), in famished times, as with the
widow and Naaman. Not only life—
which might be said of the Old Testa-
ment saints; but incorruptibility—the
power of divine righteousness which
sustains in the new creation place. (See
2 Tim, 1. 10.) When ¢“he sat down,”
we read, ¢ the eyes of all were fastened
on him,”” During the present interval,
all are looking towards Him—all re-
ligious profession. Many ¢ wonder,"
yet ¢ perish.” (Acts xiii. 41.) ‘‘Hoe
began to say unto them,” and bhas not
ceased speaking yet. May we listen to
this speaking One more intently. *¢To-
day is this seripture fulfilled in your
ears.”” 'The interval of grace isinaugu-
rated. Those whom man’s righteousness
has cast out, may pass ‘‘to-day’’ into
paradise. The One who f{fulfilled the
words of hope, “I will put enmity
between thee [the serpent] and the
woman,’’ &c., uttered in the first garden,
opens the paradise of God to undone
sinners now. 'lhe promise of Genesis
i, 15, is fulfilled in Luke i. 85. ¢ That
_ D 2
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}
Holy Thing” is ‘‘the Son of God;
and is the spring of blessing to ®
wholly new race to be led into anothe®
paradise. Luke, 1n the gospel, gives us
the exhibition of the Tree of life in
riches of grace on earth, and in Aects vii.,
he unfolds it in ¢“ glory and beauty” in
heaven.”” The Son of man is seen there,
The new paradise is opened now—¢ the
Tree of life” being planted there to
scatter its fruit in the old scene still.
We, having become God’s righteousness
in Christ, can bring forth fruit unto God,
fruit unto holiness. We are to ex-
press Christ during the present interval;
to walk as He walked. The -cross
ends all human glory for us. The
Christ ended Himself as a man after the
flesh, and began a wholly new thing as
Man. The ¢ Tree” is cut down in Luke,
The earthly man, the most beautiful
expression of it, is ended, The Christ
after the flesh is known no more. He
who has glorified God here 1s on high,
in divine righteousness; and we in
Him. We lave died to sin, law, and
from the order-materials, or the elements
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of the world. Yet we are to ‘die
daily.”

To return to our gospel. It 1s only
in Luke, where the Day-spring from on
high visits the barren earth, that we
hear the words, ¢ They forsook all;”
¢« He left all.”” ¢ Whosoever he be of you
that forsaketh not all,” &c. (Chap. v. 11,
28; xiv. 83.) The only one who gave
“qll” in the former gospels was the
poor widow of Mark xii. 41. In Luke
such forsaking 18 on the basis of ‘“ He
hathe filled the hungry with good
things.”

A ruined creation cannot be renewed
for such a Man as ‘“‘the Lord’s Christ.”
It must be broken up and pass away.
Hence, we shall find in Luke, two great
characterigtics : nature is exposed as
empty—*¢ vanity ;’’ and the whole heart
of the Father 18 expressed. If sinners
are to he blessed, the One who did all
for God is to be the measure of the
manner in which ¢¢old things” are to
pass away and ‘‘all things” become
new. Need 1 saythat chapter xv. 1s, as
it were, the stand for us to take to sce
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this ? Chapter xiv. gives us the break-
up of ““all” below—-the creature alto-
gether wanting. Hard sayings avo
uttered there as to man’s old abode,
and his closest ties; but chapter xv. 1,
proves that ¢ the day-spring from on
high’’ could draw : ¢ all the publicans
and sinners’’ drewnigh. Grace is for man
when he Is in destitution. He who can
unfold abounding grace, need not fear to
expose the barrenness of nature. A
princely giver passing through a starv.-
ing country would find it difficult not to
betray whence he came. 5o is it here,
““The heavenly One’ and ¢ Son of the
Highest”’ states facts of man’s scene in
chapter xiv. ; the needy ones draw nigh
to hear Him in chapter xv.—the channel
from the throne, who sects forth the
Father’s heart,

Here, I may observe, that we have
no such expression as ‘““ my heavenly
Father,” or, ‘“my Father which is in
heaven,” in Luke. Redemption hasg
brought Him ont—it ig *“ how much
more shall the Futlicy from (ex) heaven
give.”” The Holy Ghost is promised (chap,
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xxiv.) ag power for guidance through the
desert. 'Then, after chapter xv., comes
the way ¢‘the sons of light’’ are gent from
the Father’s house to the old-ecreation
~ scene again. It was broken up in xiv.,
the new home is entered in xv.: now
those who are to be ‘“holding forth the
word of life,”” eome down to steward
‘“the mammon of unrighteousness.”
¢“ The sons of this age” have lost their
character, and Light sends its fruit into
the ruined place, to prove that ‘*sons of
the Highest” (see vi. 35) do not want
earth’s resources, though they use all
the old-creation machinery as ‘“another
man’s,”” Empty nature—not sin only,
is superseded by the feasting in the
Father’s house ; then the sons are to be
here ag supernatural visifants on earth,
This 1s the order.

Now, since it is God’s Christ who is
erossing the desert (and we who are
God's sons ought to confinue expressing
the abounding of grace), we find that He
is not only blessing man, but man is
found blessing God in this gospel. It ig
not ‘‘thanksgiving’”” only—which brings
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to, and through, ¢ the gates,” (see Ps.
c.; cxvill., 19), a8 we praise God be-
cause our own need 18 met; Zacharias
spake, and blessed [evAoywy] God.”
(chap. 1. 64.) So Simeon, in chapterii, 28.
So the priestly family, the disciples, as
the Priest, or rathertheark itself—Christ
enters the holiest—they are seen ¢“prais-
ing and blessing God.” (Chap. xxiv.
58.) DBlessing leads into, and out from
‘‘ the house.” (Ps. exviii. 26; cxxxiv.)
There we become *‘like a green olive
tree ;" we see the excellence of « blood
and fat.”” (Lev. vii. 83.) We reach
God's thoughts of Christ. Hence, Luke
names the Lord's Supper (chap. xxii.)
in accordance with the revelation to
Paul. (1 Cor. xi.)

Can we own *the sun.rising,” like
Zachariag ? * Thy salvation,”” and the
‘“ light to reveal the Gentiles,” like
Simeon ? Are we looking in through
the rent veil, like the diseciples, and
worshipping the ascended Man ? If so,
man is nowhere for us; we have found
an object for our burning hearts; we
are lost in ‘¢ the Liord’s Christ,” ‘

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOL OF GOD. 79

Lord, may we be worshippers as we
gsee Thee not only received up into
heaven (Mark xvi.) as the One who
entered thither as the Victor, but also as
the Man ¢ crucified in weakness” and
“ carried up’’ thither. It was the glory
bare Thee thither in divine power.
We see ¢ Christ in God’—the golden
pot with the manna. The death pall
is thus over the earth now. ¢ He 1is
not here.” Of the whole earth may
it be said—‘ Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.”

T, ——

DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOQOL OF
GOD.,

JEREMIAH,

In chapter xxviii, Jeremiah has to
encounter the false prophecy of Hana-
niah, spoken to him in the fifth month
‘“in the house of the Liord, in the pre-
sence of the priests and of all the
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can increase hig knowledge of the great
gift, which he possesses, by sowing to
Him ;—making Him the one who claims
his attention, and from whom he expects
to know more of Christ.

There are therefore three classes of
saints. First, those who are quickened,
but who have not yet received the Holy
Ghost. Secondly, those who have
received the Holy Ghost, but who,
through ignorance or ecarnality, do not
cultivate the Spirit, do not sow to Him,
and therefore they are carnal and
worldly, and dull. And lastly, those who
continuously and sedulously sow to the
Spirit, and daily reap the blessed fruits
of His power, in happy communion with
Christ.

FRAGMENT.,

Brrievine in Jesus 18 safely ; seeing
the work done according to the satisfac-
tion of God, is deliverance. Walking
in conscious assoclation with a glorified
Christ is power.

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

WORSHIP.

Tur principle of worship is clear and
simple. ¢ God is a Spirit, and they
that worship him, must worship in
spirit and truth.”” All believers will
admit that there is no worship save in
the Spirit; and that if * they that arc
in the flesh cannot please God,” still
less, so to speak, can they worship Him.
There may be those, and alas many,
who do mnot know what it 1s to bo
parged worshippers, with no more con-
science of sins; but the principle of wor-
ship is owned by all who are children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. DBut,
however much the principle may be ad-
mitted, there can be no reality of wor-
ship, savo ag two things are actually
known to the worshipper, two things
without which worship i3 but a form
and an cffort—mnamely, an object and a
power. The objeet, God; the power,
the Holy Ghost. I do nof here speak
of the personality of the IHoly Ghost,
as dwelling in the chureh, and in the
VOL, XI, o
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individual believer ; but the Holy Ghost
as the power for worship.

Now we know that the Holy Ghost
was sent down when the Liord Jesus
Christ had ascended after His resurrec-
tion ; sent down to be the witness that
God had accepted and glorified the One
who, as man, had perfectly glorified
Him; the Onc who had been rejected
and cast out from the world, The mis-
gion, (if one may use the word) of the
Holy Ghost has a twofold object. To
conviet the world that has rejected
Christ ; and to point the hearts of those
who through grace have been led by
that Spuib to accept Him, fo the Person
of that glowfied Man at God's right
hand; in other words, to minister
Christ to them. As soon, therefore, as
the Holy Ghost takes up His abode in a
soul already quickened by His power,
that soul ig sealed, and baptized by the
Spirit into the body of Chnist; and the
goul previously quickencd 1s now saved.
The apprehension, by faith, of the
finished work .of a glorified Christ,
¢lears the ground for the indwelling of
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the Spirit. *¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, (mark the fulness of the presen-
tation of that blessed Omne) and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.”” This
result will be 1immediate, or not, as the
finished work of that glorified Person
is, through grace accepted, and peace
and deliverance thereby known to the
soul that believes.

Now what is the objoet ever before
the dSpirit of God? The Person of the
Lord Jesus Christ. That being so, how
is it that when we assemble together,
when we are gathered to the name of
the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Ghost
there as the power for worship, our
praise and our worship are, confessedly,
so feeble; so manifestly and so {fre-
quently only an effort 2 Is it not a
well-known, though most unhappy fact,
that oftentimes when we meet on the
first day of the weck around the table
of the Lord, Himself in our midst,
worship i1s the exception, and not the
rule ?  How frequently do we tell the
Lord, in our hymns and in our utter-
ances, what poor fecble things we are,
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ag if He did not know that far better
than we do. How frequently do we
remind Him of our sins, though the
very seenc we arc brought to, tells us of
that death which met and put away
thosc sins for ever! How much more
we pray, rather than praise.

And yet I say with perfeet confidence
that if the presence of that blessed One
in our midst were a realized thing fo our
hearts, such an outburst of praise and
worship would follow as would make
that wondrous scene a heaven on earth.
Wo could not but worship ; there would
be the sense, as it were, that if we held
our peace the very stones would cry out.
Just contemplate that sccene for a mo-
ment. In one sense there will be
nothing like it, even in heaven. An
assemblage of vedcomed souls, and
redecmed at such a cost, gathercd
around the One who redeemed them, in
the very scene in which He died;
clustering around Himself ; and hearing
Him speak, as 1t were again, those
loving words : ¢ Thig do in remembrance
of Me.”
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Why is it then that when thus
gathered, there is such a lack of wor-
ship ? It is either because there are
those among us who are not sealed by
the Holy Ghost, or because there are
those who have come unjudged into
the presence of that Onc who is light,
and whose presence detects all that is
not fitted for it ; and no worship can
come from such. Lot us each one ask
our heartsas in His presence, ¢ Lord, is
1t T?” For, 1s it not afact, to be owned
and mourned over, that the reality of
His presence, which when known brings
with it ¢ fulness of joy,” is a thing
known and enjoyed alas! by few among
us. Jlow many of us can say, as we
leave that scene, I have been eonsciously
this morning 1 the presence of my
Lord, in the presence of the One who
could only give expression to His love
by going into death for me, by giving
Himselt for me ?

Ah, if that were o veal thing to us,
would 1t not leave its mark on us in
everything in our daily pathway, till
again on the fivst day of the week Ho
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brought us 1into that presence once
more, to remember Him in death ? And
would 1t not bring from my heart, over-
flowing with the sense of the love of
the One who is there, such praise and
worship as would please His heart,
and the heart of His Father, my
Father, His God, my God? Assur-
edly it would. For worship 18 the
expression of praise, flowing from the
heart that is ¢ beside itself”” from the
realization of the presence of Christ;
lost to the sense of everything but Him-
self ; and Himself revisiting, as it were,
the scene of His sorrow, of His death,
and bidding those to whom grace has
endeared Him because of what He 1g,
and what He was, remember Him in
that hour of His sorrow when none re-
membered Him, when He was alone in
death, alone in His love, for us.

If we r.alized Him thus in our
midst, surely the only thing that would
faill us would be words in which to
give utterance to our praise. It is the
Person of the Tiord Jesus that alone
can fill and satisfy the heart now, as
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it will fill and satisfy throughout eter.
mty.

And I am sure that it i1s only as that
Person is known in glory, so His claims,
1n everything and over everything, will
be recognized on earth. Surely His
death has set me outside everything
here ; and it should be the joy of my
heart to own the rights and assert the
claims of that risen Man, Head of God’s
new creation, over all that 18 mine, and
to do so according to God. God will
have nothing now but through fhs
death ; and faith rises up, as it were, to
the heart of (od, and in communion
with Him, sees all down here through
the death of Christ, and acts on what it
sees,

DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOL OF
GOD.

JEREMIAH,

CoarTER xxXxVvi. We are reecalled to
what oceurred some cighteen years
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therefore 1n power. DBeginning with
God, and reaching out from thence into
service to the saints, and to every detail
of life, neither the resistance of the
flesh, nor all the power of Satan, can
withstand him, for lLowever feeble in
himself through the power of Christ he
ovoreomes,

THE EVANGELIST.

‘noM the brightness of the Glory,
Go ye forth,” He said—
“ Teal the sick and cleanse the lepers,
Raise the dead.
Ireely give I thee the treasure,
I'recly give the same—
Take no store of oold or silver,
Take My Name.

Carry neither serip nor raiment,
Neither shoes nor staves,
Walk unburdened through the desert,
O'er the waves.
Thouw art {itteqa for the journey
How go long it be,
Tliou shalf come wnworn, unwearied,

DBack to Me.
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Thou shalt tell Me in the glory
All that thou hast done (Mark vi. 30),
Setiing forth alone, returning
Not alone-—~
Thon shalt bring the ransomed with thee.
They with songs shall come,
As the golden sheaves of harvest,
Gra,theled home.”

Then I went as e had told me,
He the Lord in heaven,
Went in power of the Spirit
He had given—
And the sick arose rejoicing,
Bore away their bed—
And, 111 might of life eternal,
10se the dead.

And alight beyond the sunhght
Did the blind man see,
Loud and sweet the dumb sang praises,
Lord, to Thee.
And the leper, from his exile,
Came Thy grace to own,
I'alling low in rapturous worship
At the Throne,—

Where He sitteth working wonders,
High at God’s right hand,
More than when an outeast stranger
In the land,
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From the throne in heaven speaks IHe,
Speaks, and it is done-—
Thus docs God delight to honour
Christ, His Son.

Thus with instruments of musie
Do Iis scrvants stand,
Harp and lute the King has fashioned
With His hand. (2 Chron. vii. 6.)
And * the music of Jchoval”
Sounds from every chord-—

I1e who malkes that elorious music
Is the Loxd.

1Ie Dy them tells forth God’s praises,
To the cavs of meon.
And to God Iis praise ascendeth
Yet avain,
He alone the Mighty Preacher,
Gathering 1n Hls. 0w,
And the praise to God mtm‘ning,
His alone.
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JOSHUA XXI.

WaEeN Israel marched through the wil-
derness, the Levites were 1in the middle
of the host; the Gershonites and the
Merarites preceded the camp of Reuben,
and the Ilohathites, with the ark, went
in front of that of Iiphraim. Around
the tabernacle the Levites pitched their
tents, when the cloud rested. The outer
circle of the great encampment was
formed by the camps of the twelve
tribes, arranged in companies of threes,
according to God's appointment. The
inner circle was composed of the Levites,
cach great family of whom, Kohathites,
Grershonites, and Merarites, formed a
distinet encampnient ; whilst the priests,
under Moses and Aaron, had their ap-
pointed place on the cast side of the
tabernacle. The Lord Jehovah then wasg
their cenfre, and around His earthly
dwelling-place all Israel, as it were, kept
gnard. Now this position assigned to
the Levites in the wilderness was one
YOL. X, | ¥
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well adapted for the work they had to
perform. Part of the tribe were mi-
nisters at the altar, and in the sanctuary.
Part were bearers of the tabernacle and
sacred vessels on the march, and divinely
appointed servants for the tent of the
congregation,

On their entrance into the land their
position was altered. Instead of being
grouped around the sanctuary, as they
had been in-the wilderness, they were
scattered abroad throughout the land in
the possession of the ftwelve tribes.
Thus they were domesticated amongst
them, were ever to be remembered by
them (Dent. xii. 19), and were always
to share along with the fatherless, the
strangers, and the widows in the festive
gatherings of the family circle, when
the owners of the soil rejoiced in the
abundance wherewith Jehovah bhad
blessed them. (Deut. xiv. 27-29; xvi.
14.) As a tribe they had no territory.
As the Liord’s servants they had dwell-
ing-places in the cities allotted them,
with the fields of the suburbs of those
cities, in which they could rear and feed
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their cattle and their sheep, &c. (Num.
xxxv. 3.) |

As God's servants the Lord provided
for them with peculiar care. He en-
joined on His people to remember them.
He made, too, special enactments about
their houses in their cities, and the
fields of the suburbs of their cities. The
former could never be finally alienated,
the latter could never be sold. (Lev. xxv.
32, 84.) A person of another tribe
could sell his own house in any city,
parting with it absolutely, if so minded,
or need required. His land, too, he
could sell till the year of jubilee, when
it reverted back to its former owner, the
foreshadowing of Israel’s re-entrance
imto the land of their possession, when
the Liord shall return, and they shall
own Him whom they have rejected. The
Levite’s house, on the contrary, could
only be alienated till the jubilee, power
being reserved to him to redeem it at
any time before 1t. Their fields, how-
ever, were never to pass out of their
hand, they wcre theirs for an inalienable
possession,
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As they then surveyed their houses
and the fields of the suburbs of their
cities, they had ocular testimony of the
providential care of their God. As we
read of their location among the fribes,
we have clearly demonstrated that the
condition of things in Israel, as then ex-
isting, was after all imperfect. God’s
wisdom, God’s care, too, for the people
was displayed in His arrangement of the
Levites, which Joshua and all Israel
faithfully carried out. DBut the arrange-
ments themselves witness of two im-
portant things, the kingdom was as yet
not established, nor was the law written
on the hearts of the people. By-and-by,
when both these shall be together ef-
fected, and things ghall be put in order
in that land, the Levites will have a se-
parate district of the country allotted o
them, They will not then be- seattered
among the fribes, for theilr portion
will be conveniently situated near the
sanctuary, an inalienable possession,
‘“holy unto the Lord.” (Ezek. xlviii,
10-14.)

Our present business, however, is with
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the arrangements made under Joshua.
These attest two things: God was then
looking onward to the kingdom under
David and Solomon, when Jerusalem
should become the metropolis, and the
temple be erected on Mount Moriah.
God, too, was providing, if the people
had been willing to profit by it, for the
constant remembrance and practical
maintenance of the oneness of the twelve
tribes ecclesiastically.,

The three great families of the Levites
were the Kohathites, the Gershonites,
and the Merarites. To each distinet
gervice had been assigned in the wilder-
ness, and distinet distriets, in which to
dwell, were apportioned to them in the
land. In the territories of Judah,
Simeon, Benjamin, Kphraim, Dan, and
Manasseh, west of Jordan, were the
Kohathites located. In the territories of
the other tribes were the Gershonites
and Merarites placed. By lot was it all
arranged, and that betokened that it was
of God. (Prov. xvi. 83.)

Forty-eight cities in all were to be
given to the Levites, That God had de-
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clared by Moses. (Num. xxxv. 7.) The
gelection of them seemed to have rested
with Israel, with the exception of the
three cities of refuge east of Jordan,
which Moses had chosen before hig death.
(Deut. iv. 41-48.) The Kobhathites
were divided into two great branches, for
from Kohath came the priesthood. Of
the forty-eight cities, thirteen were given
to the priests, and these were situated
in the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and
Benjamin. Evidently the Levites valued
God’s promises on their behalf, for they
went to Eleazar and Joshua, and the
chief of the fathers of the tribes of the
children of Israel, to ask for their allot-
ment, as the Lord commanded Moses.
(Josh. xxi. 1, 2.) As evidently the
portion assigned to the priests wasg of
God. The tabernacle was then at Shiloh.
There, of course, the priests bad at times
to resort for their official duties. But
Shiloh was in the tribe of Ephraim, out
of which not a single town was allotted
to the priests. If man had arranged
their dwelling-places, would he not have
appointed some of the cities for the priests
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out of those given to the Levites in the
tribe of Ephraim ?

Present convenience and suitability
would, we may well believe, have guided
man in his choice. To a future condi-
tion of things in Israel God evidently
looked forward, and His choice of the
cities for the priests tells us that, even
then, His eye was on Mount Moriah, as
tbe hill on which the temple should be
built. In view of that the priests were
conveniently situated. One would not
say that in regard to the tabernacle then
resting at Shiloh, The kingdom, there.
fore, God thought of, and as the lots for
the Kohathites came out, 1t was manifest
He was making arrangements in view of
it. For till the kingdom was established
the priests had nothing to do in eonnec-
tion with Jerusalem.

Fuarther, God foresaw the division that
would take place between Israel and
Judah, and the enmity that would be
engendered between them. Now the
location of the Kohathites, partly in the
territory of the kingdom of Judah, and
partly in that of the future kingdom of
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Samaria, would have acted, if the people
had been faithful, so as to keep up a
common interest in the things of God.
God evidently provided for this, though
for wise purposes man was allowed to
thwart His design. For Jeroboam, when
he got possession of the throne, dis-
cerned, as he thought, how his personal
and dynastic interests would be threat-
ened if intercourse was maintained be-
tween Israel and Judah, through the
former going up at stated times fo the
temple on Mount Moriah. He therefore
made the calves, and placed the one in
Bethel, and the other in Dan. (1 Kings
xii. 26-29.) Iis policy was a worldly-
wise one, but 1t led to the annihilation,
not only of his dynasty, but of his race.
(1 Kings xiv. 7-11.)

The king saw what might ensue from
- g common ecclesiastical centre and in-
terest. Had the Kohathites been wholly
on the one side of the frontier which
divided the kingdoms, he might have at-
tempted to exalt one family of the tribe
of Levl as a rival to that located in the
kingdom of Judah. But, as the same
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family dwelt among the children of Jo-
seph, as well as in the tribe of Judah,
that was impossible. Common interests
there wers with the Levites on both
sides of the border. The wisdom of
God’s arrangements to preserve, under
the most adverse and antagonistic cir-
cumstances, the oneness of the people
ecclesiastically, is patent at a glance.
The Lord, however, allowed Jeroboam
to have his way ; and the Levites, rather
than acquiesec in the insensate and
wicked act of the king, left their cities in
Israel, and gave up the earthly advan-
tages which God had bestowed on them,
to be faithful, at all cost, to Him who
had said, that He, Jehovah, was theix
inheritance. (2 Chron. xi. 13, 14.)

The politiecal sagacity of Jeroboam,
looked at from a worldly point of view,
was amply vindicated by that movement
of the Levites. The wisdom of God’s
arrangements was as manifestly proved.
A connection between the temple and
the remotest corner of the land would
have been kept up by tho presence,in
all its parts, of the children of Levi,

F
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domesticated by God’s appointment
among the tribes.

But another danger, and a nearer one
than that which we have been consider-
ing, threatened Israel when the Levitical-
cities were granted by lot. Kast and
weost of Jordan the tribes dwelt, the
Jordan valley acting as a natural boun-
dary between them, for through no
tribal portion did the river Jordan run,
though Manasseh had part of their in-
heritance east of the river, and part on
the west of 1t. Now, had one of the
great Levitical families been located
wholly east of Jordan, the interests of
the tribes which dwelt there might have
seemed to be 1dentical with it. All that
family’s local interests would have lain
across the Jordan. HHow easily, then,
might the enemy have taken advanfage
of that to make a rent between the
tribes, and a schismatical division be-
tween the families of the Levites. But
God, in His wisdom, assigned cities fo
the Gershonites in Issachar, Asher, and
Naphtali, west of Jordan, and in Ma-
nasseh east of it. The Merarites were
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found in Reuben, and Gad, east of the
river, and in Zebulun, on the west of it.
Thus common interests bound the Ger-
shonites and the Merarites to fribes on
both sides of Jordan: and though Reu-
ben, for example, had not a foot of
ground west of the river, nor had Zebu-
lun one inch of ferritory on the east, yet
the presence of the Merarites 1 both
tribes would tend to keep alive in their
hearts the constiousness of the ecclesi-
astical oneness which ought to have been
maintained amongst them.

Thus what the arteries and velns are
to the human frame, through which by
the circulation of the blood the connec-
tion between the heart and the remotest
member is constantly kept up, that the
Levites would have been to all Israel for
ecclesiastical purposes. God’s provision
was a wise one, and shewed what He
thinks of oneness ecclesiastically, He
looked on to the kingdom. So should
we. He provided that His people should
remember their oneness ecclesiastically.
Shall that be ignored in these days, or
ghall it not ?
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«“TO KNOW THE LOVE OF
CHRIST,”

TrERE 18 danger to the soul when feel-
ings and sentiments rule it instead of
the Spirit’s unfolding of God’s word.
Much may be said and written about
the love of Christ, which has its origin
in the feelings of the heart, even though
renewed by grace, and which 1s not the
result of the communion of the Holy
Ghost. The poetry of the day illus-
trates this remark. Fervent and lov-
ing words abound, but the object pre-
sented 1s the believer’s heart, and the
blessed Lord becomes the answer to
the writer’s wants or desires, and no-
~ thing more, The love of Christ 15 1n-
dividualized, what the believer gains as
its object 1s the one point of interest,
and constantly the place of the church
as the subject of the Saviour’s love, is
occupied by the individual, and what
would be holy and reverent if said of
the church of God, becomes familiar,
and degrading to Him, whom God de-
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lights to honour, when individualized,
and humanized, as the expression of a
believer’s relationship to the Bride-
groom of the church.

There is one point in the apostle’s
prayer in Ephesians iii, which bears
upon this, and is its corrective under
the Spirit’s teaching, 'The love of
Christ embraces all saints, and the only
way to know it, is to comprehend with
all saints what 1s the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height of all the
counsels and purposes divine that find
their centre in the Christ of God. This
brings the ereature, however blest, into
its true place of nothingness before
God. Christ, and not the saints, 1s the
object before the eye. His love is
known agthat which passeth knowledge,
and the tiny vessel finds its bligs in
being filled into all the fulness ot God.

When the spouse in the Canticles
speaks of her beloved in reply to the
question, What is thy beloved more
than another beloved ? she does nof
speak of her interest in Him, or what
He hag done to gain her affections, but
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of His own personal beauty and perfec-
tions. It is the divine portrait of Him-
self, and her bliss is summed up in the
closing words, * This is my beloved,
and this is my friend.” (Cant. v. 9-16.)
The Holy Spirit presents Him to our
hearts, ag the Christ of God. If it be
His work that is before us, still what it
is to God, whom He came to manifest
and to whom in obedience unto death,
He offered Himself, is the great object
of the Spirit, though poor sinners like
ourselves are the favoured subjects of
the grace that flows from that divine
and perfect work, If it be the blessed
hope of His coming, the Spirit leads us
beyond our individual gain, to our
Lord’s personal glory in reconciling all
things to God, ruling all things for God,
and finally subduing all things unto
Him. (Col. i,; 1 Cor. xv. 24-28.)
None but the Holy Spirit can give us
one true thought of God or of Christ.
He 1s the Revealer of the Son, while
hidden with the Father. ¢ He shall
glorify me, for he shall receive of mine,
and shew it unto you.” (John xvi.)
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The Revealer too of all those coming
glories of our Lord, of which the pro-
phets testified “and into which they
searched diligently, and into which the
angels desire to look. (1 Pet. i, 10.}

May we test every word by the
scriptures, which testify of Him, that
self may decrease, and all self-seeking
in the things of God, that we may have
the Christ of God, the Revealer of the
Father, the Centre of all the thoughts
and purposes of God, truly dwelling in
our hearts by faith, that like Mary of
Bethany we may have the glory due fo
His Person so before us, that we may
have our affections led out to Himself
according to the mind of God. He is
precious to God, says the apostle, and
to you who believe God counts, as to
your account, the precicusness of Christ.
He values us solely as belonging to the
Son of His love, Whether we think of
the need of souls, or the blessing of the
pcople of God, let this Christ of God
be our object. We want to have His
glory before us, even as the Father’s

was before Him, as we read so fully in
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John xvii. And He counts upon this
being our eternal bliss, even to behold
His glory which His Father had given
Him, ¢“for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world. He does not
gay to enjoy our own blessings, or to
ging of our salvation, but to behold His
glory, as the object of the Father’s in-
effable love. Thus is self exeluded, and
God is all in all, ¢ filled into all the ful-
ness of God.”

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.

THE SERVANT AND THE TRUTH FOR
THE LAST TIMES.

Wuen thia rnin of a beautfiful order hag
occurred—when the ship, once per-
foctly trimmed, has been strained and
dismasted—i1t is evident that all true
hands on board have a very different
service, and submit to a very modified
order, to that at first appointed. It
would be vain or foolish for anyone on
board to suppose that because they had
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not sunk, the first order could be ob-
served ; yet no other order 1s right,
The great question, and the only one of
any value is, How are we to preserve
what remains, and how, in keeping with
the commission under which the ship
started, are we to make for our destina-
tion ?

The church must be comprehended
under two aspects; the one, as God's
house on earth; and the other, the body
of Christ. Had the truth of the latter
been preserved in the power of the
Holy Ghost, the virtues of the wise
woman in Proverbs xxxi. would have
secured order, and her Lord’s honour
in the house. The house 1s the habita-
tion of God through the Spirit; and if
the diversities of gifts, according to the
administration of Christ in the body,
had been maintained, the external dis-
order could never have occurred. DBut
if the heart of the whole system becomes
enfeebled, surely everything connected
with it must indicate the lack of vigour.
We must retain these two aspects of the
church unto the end, and when there is
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Matthew xxvii. 83.

THERE cannot be a doubt that in that
wonderful record which has been given
us of the most stupendous event which
time can shew—the cross of Christ—
every incident and every word which
was penned by the inspired historian,
has a deep meaning, and much blessing
for those who not only seek, but expect
to find, blessing in every portion of the
word.  The place where Jesus was
crucified was called Golgotha, that 1s,
the place of a skull.

If there 1s one thing that speaks more
than another of the pride of man
brought low it is a skull, Have you
ever thought, as you looked at one, that
the empty case before you once con-
tained all that guided the energy, and
directed the will of the poorfallen being
to whom 1t belonged? an energy and a
will which, 1f not throungh grace brought
into subjection to God, was directed
against Him, That empty case now
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represents all that is left of the wretehed
pride of sinful man-—and surely there
wounld be no more fitting place than
Golgotha—the place of a skull—for the
death of the Son of man, the Lord of
glory.

If there is one thing which the cross
of Christ teaches more than another
(though «ll is wonderful that is taught
in that seene) it is that the pride of
man received 1ts death-blow there.
When the second Man, the Lord from
heaven, bowed His head in death, the
first man came to an end before God;
and all his pride and intellect came to
this, that when divine love, and grace,
and goodness, had been manifested to
him in the very scene in which he hived
a rebel against God, he never rested one
moment till ho got rid of the One who
manifested it. A fitting place was
Golgotha for the death-blow to the
pride of man,

And surely the heart that knows any-
thing at all of the cross of Christ,
rejoices to know and own the end of
man in that secene of love and grace.
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There, 1n that place of a skull, the Lord
Himself went into death, through death
destroying him that had the power of
death, and rising out of it in all the
power of an endless life, Head of that
new creation into which death can never
enter, which sin can never stain. Faith
looks up now into that scene of light
and glory, and sees there the One who
died at Golgotha ; and as it tastes of the
reality of that scene, and learns more
and more of Him who is the brightest
object in it, learns also the depth of
the wretchedness and ruin of the place
from which He was cast out.

And 1t i1s only in proportion as I
really Znow Him there, I can be for Him
here. I may know a great deal alout
Christ in glory, but if I do not know
Himself, there will be no impress of
the Glorified One on my path down
here. It is the company I keep,
which gives its colour to my ways.
may read, I may talk, I may hear about
Christ in glory, but if I have not made
His acquaintance there, in sgome measure
at least, I shall not be reflecting Him
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down here. The more I know of the
cross, the more I shall be learning of
the glory ; and the more I know of the
glory, the more I shall be learning of the
cross; and learning too that His death
has written death on everything for mo
down here. Oh to be more willing
learners of that which makes nothing of
us, and everything of Him! The more
I know of that Head in glory, the more
will this world be Golgotha for me, and
the more joyfully shall I own the claims
which His death has made over me and
all that is mine,

THE VALUE OF PRECEPTS.

1. Preorprg gerve as tests. If asoul 1s
backsliding, you may use them in disci-
pline. It is very well, in such a case,
to have a well-defined precept to guide
you.

2. Then, God is dealing with living
realities in His word. If doetrines tell
me that God iz dealing with me, precepts
tell me that it is with me God is dealing.
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God is not revealing an indefinite hight
that may sparkle before me. He ad-
dresses Himself to me, a corrupt erea-
ture, and says, ¢ Let bim that stole,
steal no more.”

8. There is this beauty in precepis.
They do greatly honour the doctrine ;
they are the ervpression of the hidden
moral vurtue that ltes 1n the doctrine.
For instance, ¢ Gricve not the Holy
Spirtt of God.” The doctrine had
already taught me, that I had received
the Spirit as the seal of salvation. The
precept tells me, that the Spirit 1 have
received 1s sensitive of the least touch
of unholiness. Ho, the doctrine 1s glori-
fied by the precept.

4. I will tell you further what precepts
do. They shew you that your holiness
must be dispensational. You will say,
1s not holiness holiness ? No; 1 boldly
say, it 1s not. We can only judge of it
in the dispensed light of God. Is it
unholiness now for the Jew to traflic
with the Gentile ? No; it 1snot. Yet,
under the law, they dare net cat with
them. So, holiness may vary 1its form,
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In John’s gospel, when the soul tastes
the living water, it 1s easier to speak
from 1t, than of it. Christ in John i1s
the aft of God; the One who has been
drawing us across Luke, like a load-
stone acting in unseen power. John
reveals the intrinsic power and glory of
Him, who dimmed all nature as Ho
spake in Luke. Luke is rather a ser-
vant deathwards, while John unfolds
words in spirit and in life. Luke and
John are linked by the words, ¢ that as
gin hath reigned in the power of death,
even so might grace reign, through
righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Out of the abun-
dance of grace, we behold the abundance
of the gift of righteousness arising—
the glory of His grace, Luke lays
bare the first garden-—the earthly
paradise, and gets Man in the paradise
VOL, XI. G
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of God. John reveals the effeet of it
the fulness comes out. Man 1s made
the channel of fhe free-giving of God;
the living waters flow forth from the
ascended Man into, and out of, the body
of the saint, which becomes the temple of
the Holy Ghost. We saw Christ pass
through the rent veil in Luke xxiv.;
there the priestly family gaze after the
ark as 1t were, while it ascends to its
place in the holiest. The veil ¢s rentin
John., Henece, at the crucifixion there
is no mention of its rending, as in the
three previous gospels. The Christ too
displayed in that unique and beautiful
vell, is gone. Christ after flesh passes
away 1n Luke from the old home of
man. Ie expended Himself, as it were—
pourcd Himself out in obedience. Thus
the outward expression of the Man
wlho delighted to do God’s will, is gone,
and the earth beholds Him no more.
We are to c¢xpress this One now. Bui
where 1s the secret energy and power
for this? John is the answer. 1 find
the Living One there in all the intrinsie
power of divine righteousness——the
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ark without the cloth of blue (Num, iv.
6), which made Him fo be seen of men
in Luke. I have thus His present glory

as ‘“ the life,” and I can enJoy it 1n all
its fulness, since in me there is a Well
of living water.

In chapter 1. we have Him who was
in the beginning,—the Life and the
Light ; and this L1v1ng One is drawing
His follawers who have beheld Him,
the /ieavenly One “as he walked,” into
His own sphere of power and com-
munion. ¢ Come and see’’ 1s the word
to those who ask Him, ¢ Where dwellest
thou ?’ The Divine 18 revealed to those
who follow in the light of life. In this
gospel He ig in the twofold glory of the
Resurrection and the Life; as He says
to Martha in chapter xi., I am the
resurrection and the life, when He
was about to shew *“ the glory of God”
in His present hidden glory of life and
_ incorruptibility. And though our bodies
are not risen, our souls ean know the
fulness of the Life now. We walk in
“ ontire newness of life.”” Hence thig
gospel unfolds the blegged fact that the
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well of living water is in the believer
now, springing up unto everlasting life,
It 1s the gift of God. (Chap.iv.) On
God’s side there 18 nothing to hinder.
He has been glorified on earth, and He
can come forth now with His ¢ right
hand full of righteousness,” and make
the riches due to Him who glorified
Him, the fortune of those who receive
Him., This free-giving was the state of
God’s .heart from all eternity., The
Man to pour it forth, 1s at Sychar’s
well.  This is graciousness indeed. -
That is where we meet Him, and find
Him the channel from the throne.
¢« With thee is the fountain of life.”
This living water flows into the soul
that has found nature’s wine exhausted.
(Chap. ii.}) When the old wine has
run out, and man is made to feel that
it 1s not to be had, then His hour
has come to give His wine; and this
we find throughout the gospel. In
chapter iv., the Samaritan woman had
turned to every source to find joy here,
and had not found it. In chapter xi.,
He remains away untfil nature had run
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its course, and corruption 18 felt. In
Liuke, He 1s the Nazarite in this scene
in perfection of walk and dependence,
where nothing could defile the head of
His consecration. Through death He
passed away to wait the time when He
comes to drink the wine anew in the
kingdom. Now He is hidden as the Life,
In His present glory we are associated
with Him until He appears as the Resur-
rection : He makes wine now, and we
drink it with Him,

But let us return to chapter iv. He
says, ¢ Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst-again ; but whosoever drink-
eth of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.”” In
hem ! How wonderful! what was once
the devil’s channel, to contain a well of
living water! This well springs up
unto everlasting life. The Holy Ghost
~ becomes this well of living water in us;
the only-begoften Son—the Beginning
and the End—rthe channel of it. Thus
our bodies become, as it were, the gar-
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den of the Lord., Into them, and
through them, the river of life can flow
forth into the chaos on earth. ¢ He
that believeth in me, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water.”” Man
is gone ; sin pub away in God's sight ;
the old creation proved to be in famine
because of the man who hag subjected
it to vanity. There 18 nothing to enjoy
save Christ and the fulness 1n Him.

In chapter vi. we find that it is through
death thig Iife 15 reached. After speak-
ing of Himself as the manna, He says,
passing on to the cross, ¢ Verily, verily I
say unto you, cxeept ye eat the flesh of
the Son of man and drink lis blood, ye
have no life in you.” Death is the
way, as in the bullock of Leviticus 1i.:
““the sons’’ have communion with the
priest as to the blood (ver. 5) and “ the
parts, the head, and the fat.” (Ver.
7,8.) ¢ Hethat eateth me,” not my flesh-
only, ‘‘even he shall live by me.”

In verse 70, the real power in which
man acts 13 uncovered in the fearful
words the Lord utters of Judag, ¢  one
of you is a devil.” In chapter vii,

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS. 167

the state of man under law is exposed.
The Rejected One walks in Galilee ; not
in Jewry, for the Jews sought to kill
Him, The Eternal Lafe 1s wholly above
legal man. The law demands that all
under it should come up to the feast of
tabernacles. Jesus remains in Galilee ;
but when the rest had gone up, He
went “as it were in secret.” He is
coming to deliver and comfort the
crushed ones under law; and on the
eighth day He 1nvites the thirsty ones to
come to Himself, Law never gave liv-
ing water ; but now He who isabove all
law, cries, ¢“If any man thirst let him
come unto me and drink.”

In chapter viii., the sinner is seen
standing in the light. Love detains her
there while the light acts on the con-
science. The guilty one is held there
until full deliverance 1s made known ;
until the light of life, the Living One,
announces there is ‘‘ no condemnation.”’
Life sets free, though the seed of the
serpent seeks to condemn. (See ver. 44.)
He is not only the bruiser of the ser-
pent, but He can say, ¢ Neither do I
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condemn thee ; go, and sin no more.”
The light exposes the corruption of the
sinner, without condemning; while the
Eternal Life, in divine righteousness,
dismisses the ruined one, in liberty and
power.,

In chapter ix. the laght exposes the
chaos made by Satan, and the corrup-
tion of flesh in man, while He draws
towards Himself the child of light. In
chapter vil. it was ‘ Go, and sin no
more ;”’ here it 1s ¢ Come.”” This child
of light, like a satellite following the
sun, must rise above neighbours, Jews,
Pharisees, and natural relationships,
and be a follower of Him who has
clearcd the believer of the law-place,
and the sinner-place. Nature is
broken up, and he is led on, till he 1s a
worshipper, in the presence of a divine
Person, the Son of God.

But not only is the saint to be drawn
after the heavenly One, and raised above
the old scene ; he needs power to return
thither, for he is to be sent into the
world, and to be there for Christ and as
Christ, (John xvii.) He is not only to
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be & worshipper, looking up ; he is to
come down again, and move on in the
scene of chapter vii., as to religions
man, and in that of chapter wviii., the
world, where corruption 1s reigning in
death, and Satan rules; and he 1s also
to take up again the old-creation re-
lationships, which he rose above in
chapter ix., when he ‘left all and
followed” the One from heaven. Hence
he- needs power, not only for him, but
in him—not only power to draw up-
wards, but divine energy to press
onwards below,

In chapter x. 40, the Lord retires
beyond Jordan, and in chapter xi. we
have the ¢ sickness which 1s not unto
death, but for the glory of God, that
the Son of God might be glorified
thereby;”’ and life out of death is known
tn Lazarus raised from the dead, and the
old-creation mechanism—the vessel for
time—taken up again, as death isstamped
on him who had entered the sphere of
life and ineorruptibility. ¢ They con-
sulted that they might put Lazarus also

to death,” (Chap.xii. 10.) If weare to
G2
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sup with the Life, we suffer with Him and
as He suffered among men. (xi. 53.) In
this seene, the power of new-creation
life 18, in type, known in the saint, while
the sympathy of Christ is given to the
one who (like the man of chapter ix.
whose eyes were opened) beholds nature
broken up. Such is Mary of Bethany
in John xi.; while, in chapter xii., we
find that all the old relationships can be
resumed on resurrection-ground, in
service for the Lord. Lazarus, Mary,
and Martha, seem to typify the normal
position, in three spheres, of every saint
after life out of death is realised.
Lazarus—ife in power (Col. iii. 1, &e.)
ag knowing our place in Christ in God.
Mary—life 1n worship (Col. 1i1. 12, &e.),
as having an object for the heart Whlch
satisfies. Martha—life in service, in
the sphere of old-creation relationships,
as we act under the Lordship of Christ,
in the scene where He is not (Col. 1iii.
17, &ec.), and where the Holy Ghost is.
Liazarus and his two sisters, are a beauti-
ful picture of power in communion,
worghip, and service. To reach this
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morally, we must learn what we are in
Adam. To be risen ones in the power
of life 1n light—+to enjoy really the wine
of lLife in ineorruptibility, the old vessel
must be emptied, If Mary is to have

power to break her box-—mot only
sitting at His feet in affection as in Luke,
but in the power of resurrection and
incorruptibility : if Martha is to have
power to serve in her household—not
¢ cumbered’’ now as in Luke x., but in
her true place :—ZLazarus must be sitting
at table with the Life. DBut for this,
nature must be broken up. This is
the way {o power and the only way.
And this process is what we get in
chapter xi. In John, it is God’s side.
Lazarus 1s put first. It is Lazarus, Mary,
Martha. (Chap. xi. 1.) In Luke (chap.
x.) the order 1s reversed. It is there,
Martha, Mary—Lazarus 1s unnamed,
-but Luke prepares both Mary and Mar-
tha for the Lazarus-place. (See chap.
xxiv.-49.) John sees all in their places
(chap. xil.): the feaster at the table
with Him ; the devotee at His feet,
whose ¢ spikenard sendeth. forth the
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smell thereof’ (Cant. 1. 12), and the
active server in her sphere too. The
three give the normal state of the saint
now.

Chapter xii., closes the public utter-
ances of our blessed Lord. In verse 24,
He announces that ¢‘the corn of wheat”
must fall into the ground and die. All
the substance of the new creation was
in that corn of wheat, Death must
give 1ts First-born Son to glory. In the
first garden, death gave its first-born to
the wicked one, while the innocent man
had no fruit at all. In Luke, the de-
pendent Man entered the seene as a
Dabe—in contrast to the man in Eden.
In John, what death could not hold is
there. (Aets ii. 24 ; Rom. i. 4.)

In chapter xiii.,, His public service
being closed, we have Him in His ac-
tivities among His own. He, as it
were, makes the laver, as in chapter 1i.
He makes the wine; that is to say, He
makes provision for their walk through
this defiling scene, that during His ab-
gsence there might be no distance of
spirit between Him and them. TLike
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the priestly family, the disciples were
bathed in death, and sanciified in a
new life; therefore ¢ clean every whit.”’
Their feet alone need washing. The
priests were ¢ bathed”’ as to their
persons at their consecration ; the laver
was only to wash their feet thereat as
they approached. The owning of thig
truth gives us complete deliverance.
We have but to see it i done. Thusg
we, possessed of eternal life, are per-
fectly cleansed ; for that life 1s ours owt
of death. And this bathing is not to be,
repeated, any more than the blood-
sprinkling ; but the feet are to be
washed ; for if we are not practically
clean, we cannot know or enjoy the
Father’s house ; our ways must accord
with the place plepared for us. Thus
chapter xii. prepares us for chapter x1v.
Our place in the house of the IFather is
first made known, and then there 1is
peace and rest for our hearts, while
chapter xv. is joy and fruii-bearing.
The heart, having found 1ts rest in the
house, there can be fruit-bearing on
earth. ¢ Those that be planted in the
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house of Jehovah, shall flourish in the
courts of our God.” (Ps. xcii.) While
abiding in the Vine, this joy 18 known.
Our roots are above, our branches come
downwards to man, bearing fruit.

Then in chapter xvi. we come into a
scene where we need an wnseen power
against the whole energy of the world,
which lieth in the wicked one. But
knowing the joy and peace in the hidden
regions of life, we can cope with the
dangers, and the whole world arrayed
against ug, ag we practieally learn that
man is Satan’s channel. The Holy
Ghost is here promised, None but He
can give us to know the measure of the
Gift of God. ¢ The ministration of the
Spirit’’ is not only the spring of refresh-
"ing, but it is the power by which we
grasp the extent of God’s giving, and
also the power against the world and for
testimony. Hence, how blessed is the
word Himself utters, as to the Spirit!
‘“He shall abide with you for ever.”
He takes of the Son’s riches, and shews
them unto us, He leads us to where

Christ dwells now—to respond to His
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invitation, ¢ Come and see.”” (Chap. i.
39.) TUnion with Christ can be known
now. Not that John unfolds this: Paul
unfolds it; but John gives us the
results of it.

In chapter xvii. we are as He is—
agsociated with Himself. Ile hassancti-
fied Himsgelf, that we may be led into
His own moral elevation. But the rays
which fall from the Sun set in ¢ the
firmament of power,” not only sustain
us above; we receive power to pass
onward below also. The very words
which guided the dependent Man of
Luke, are for us. ‘I have given them,’’
He says, ¢ the words which thou gavest
me.”” These words have vital energy,
because they flow from the fountain of
light and life. They are separative, and
they are formative, as He Himself is
known where He dwells, Thus we
refuse all that is unsuited to Him, and
are changed from glory to glory. Thig
is sanctification in the power of the
truth. |

It 1s interesting to see that the cross
Jjollows these chapters. In them He has
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been speaking as the One of counsel.
Now the work must be accomplished
that we may receiveit all. Asthe One of
counsel, He declares that all is done:
““ T have glorified thee on the earth; I
have finished the work which thou gav-
est me to do.”” We have all. Then,
He passes on to lay the wondrous basis.
Christ, the eternal Son, had come to
carth, that the ecross, which was in
God’s counsels from all eternity, might
be planted on the earth, where he who
had the power of death reigned. The
pole or banner of victory unfolds its
trophy in the light of the God of glory,
and before the enemy and destroyer of
man. ‘‘As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up.” He goes on fo
this. He gives up Hisg life ; and He is
laid ‘“in a new sepulchre, wherein was
never man yet laid.” A virgin tomb gives
the First-born Son to glory. In Luke,
o Man was given to men through the
vessel—the virgin : now death gives a
Man to God. No corruption is there.
‘« David foll on sleep, and was laid unto
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his fathers, and saw corruption.” Not
so with regard to Him whom the ¢ new
tomb” gave to glory. ¢ In that he
died, he died unto sin once, but in that
he liveth, he liveth unto God.” He who
took part with the children of flesh and
blood, passed on high to be displayed as
Grod's righteousness ; revealed in heaven
for us, and in us below. Luke displayed
the ¢ tender plant” to nature, where it
“grew in grace.,”” John displays to
the circumeised heart and ear, the
fruit-giving Tree in the full power of
life and incorruptibility, whence 1t be-
comes the gift in grace, giving its secret
stores 1n glory. Not only is nature
displaced by grace, but death ig an-
nulled by glory.

In chapter xx. He Dbreathes on them
the ¢ more abundant life,”” as the last
~Adam. This He could not do, until He
could exhibit the proof that righteous-
ness has been established in the cross;
and then He says, ¢¢ As my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you.” In
Mark He 1s the sent one; here in John
we are the sent ones,
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May the ILord teach wus that we,
according to the will of God and our
Father, begin with life,—Ilife out of
this new tomb, where never man was
laid, and that we are begotten in the
risen One now. He is the measure of
our power, sonship, and place. Weare
in the ¢ Omer of the first-fruits.”
(Lev. xxiii. 10.) There we are hid till
He appears. This is ¢ the hope of
glory.” The whole ¢ fulness” of the
future harvest is in Him now ; and we
are tn Him. Nature is proved barren,
and death has given its First-born to
glory, Luke displayved the abounding
grace which saw the Isaac bearing with
the bond-woman’s seed in the house,
ere the latter was ¢ cast out’’ for the
Heir to rule the scene. (Gen. xxi. 10.)
John i3 the result of Mount Moriah—
the Only One—the Resurrection and the
Iafe. This Life alone is*to be owned in
the believer, in the mind, the heart, and
walk below, in the energy of the Ioly
Ghost.
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INFIDELITY—ITS COURSE,
AND THE SAFEGUARDS OF FAITH,

No one was ever an infidel or atheist
from birth, that is to say he was at first
conscious that he was responsible to an
unseen Supreme. There is no infidel
nor atheist who to his own knowledge,
at one time, wag not an infidel; and if
he is one now, he is what he once was
not.

Man naturally has a conscience, that
18, he acquired at the fall the knowledge
of good and evil, and according as he
becomes intelligent, the claim of the
great Supreme, of God, must either be
acknowledged and dreaded, or violently,
(as by a voleano of the mind) refused
-and dared. To escape responsibility 1s
the one great cause of infidelity. As
the mind of man becomes active and
informed, the pressure on his conscience
increases, and he fears the more, as he
i3 made more assured that he is responsi-
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that one learns most, and acquires most
moral fitness, because then one is in-
creasingly acquainted with God in all
His greatness and reality, so that in-
fidelity could no more intrude there,
than darkness could into the full blaze
of the sun,

SELK CHRIST AND NOT JOY.

TrERE 18 really but one answer to your
desires, and 1t is ¢ seek and you shall
find.” The Queen of Sheba had not
desired only, she sought and she found ;
and surely if yon seek you will find,
but then you will be tested, and in a
way balked, ag the Lord seces it neces-
sary, before you will find, If you are
gseeking for thig satisfaction of heart
merely for the comfort it would give
you, assuredly you will be allowed to
try other things first, and be put through
some weaning process before you will
reach Christ for this. |

If it be satisfaction of heart you are
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seeking, even though you are assured
that no one but Christ can give it
you, yet He cannot make Himself known
to you with this object, because reallyit ig
your own heart that is your object in
this pursuit, and you in the very sense
of want open the door for many offers
to supply the necd.

The moment the sense of want is
allowed, I open the door for that which
best promises to relieve me. Hence
with many a young true-hearted saint
this desire has been the forerunncr of
the strangest, wildest, sometimes sever-
est, sometimes most sentimental cnthu-
giasmg or aberrations. The heart is
running mad after something to sa-
tisfy if.

I am sure whenever 1t i1s true, that
after the death of the gourd, Christ
will be soughf for His own sake, and
not for any merely specific purpose.
When you seek for any particular
thing, you in prineiple avow that Christ
is not sufficient for you, and then you
are allowed to try the vanity of seeking
any thing for yourself; and when you
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have reached the point that you do not
deserve to be satisfied, then He will
abundantly satisfy you.

Giving up the toys by which you
have tried to amuse your heart in order
to find what you believe is in Christ, is
not enough, because you do 1t for a gain
to yourself, and not simply that you may
win Christ, When you have learnt
that your heart is not worth satisfying,
but that Christ is the delight of your
heart, you will find Him, and you will
accompany Him to the Dbanqueting
house,” where you will be satisfied with
the streams that make glad the city of
God.

But before you reach this, you may
dig many a well in order that you may
learn that it 1s the Lord only whom
vou are to seek. May He teach you
His way to His ‘¢ banqueting house,”
and gladden your heart with joys that
are for evermore.
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PRAISE HIM IN HIS SANCTUARY.

Wit the veil, in light divine,
His presence there to know;

His God my God, His Father mine,
A child, in love's full glow.

Entranced, I find my portion there,
My Father I adove;

He calls all heaven His joy to share,
A joy unknown before. .

The feast prepared, the mirth begun,
The music swells around ;

I, once afar,—th’ accepted son,
A place, a home, have found.

That homethe Father's! wondrous thought!
I, for His home made meet,

In rapture view what love has wrouglt,
And worship at His feet.

Let every heart break forth in praise,
Let every tongue proclaim,—

The perfectness of Wisdom's ways,
And bless the I'ather’s name.

Angels are there, archangels too,
With faces veiled they bow ;

Buat I, with unveiled face can view,
His unveiled glory now.
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They never knew the outeasts’ place,
Nor tasted of that woe ;

The joy of one brought nigh through arace,
Is bIle the duldl en know

Aund many sons are with Eim there,
A bright and glorious band ;
reflecting Him whose place they share
And in whose beauty stand.

Delight unspeakable is this,
A rapture nonc can tell ;

The I'athexr’s joy, the children’s bliss,
Most heavenly anthems swell.

Ag licher still the strain we raisc
Unnumbered cchoes g,

Wit shouts of joy, and bursts of praise,
As His blest naune we sing.

OL, loly, holy, holy One,
Iiternal Llﬂht and LOVO !

Our theme—as countless : ages run—
Thy namne all praisc above.
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Joshua xxil.

Tuee wars of Joshua were over. The
conquest of the land was eflected.
Israel west of Jordan had rest from
their cnemies, as much as those east of
the river, but with this difference, the
old inhabitants on the east had been
extirpated (Num. xxi. 84, 85), the
Geshurites and Maachathites excepted
(Josh. xmi. 18): the nations on the
west were subdued, but dwelt amongst
their conquerors, the seed of Jacob.
The time therefore had arrived for the
return to their homes of the contingent
from the trans-Jordanie tribes, to doff
their armour, and to enjoy in peace and
quietness the territory assigned to them
by Moses, the man of God.

Between six and seven years had
clapsed since they had left their families,
and had crossed the Jordan, armed for
the war, before their brethren, whose
territory lay west of that river. Now,
with their share of the spoil, these 40,600

VOL, XI. H ,
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were about to return to their homes,
Sieges and battles had they witnessed,
and in all the toil of the different cam-
paigns they had taken part, proving in
thig respect the reality of the corporate
oneness of the nation ; for no one tribe
could settle down in 1its inheritance,
whilst the rest remained confronting
their enemies. The territory for all
Israel must be secured, ere any tribe
could return from the war. ¢ Shall
your brethren go fo war, and shall yeo
sit here ?”’ Moses had asked. (Num.
xxxii. 6.) To this the 40,000 had in
the most practical manner given an
answer in the negative, as thoy pre-
ceded their brethren to the battle fields
in Canaan.

The privilege of forming part of the
people of the Lord they were {fully
acquainted with, By the river side
they had stood when the waters of the
Jordan were cut off : and before the
rest of the pcople they had passed
through its bed dryshod. (Jos. iv. 12.)
Encamped in the plaing of Jericho they
had seen the walls of that city fall
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down, after they had been compassed
about seven days. With the arrest of
the sun and moon in their cclestial
course at the word of a man they were
perfectly acquainted, and of the full
benefit conferred on Israel by that
miracle they werc cognisant. Marching
northward with Joshua to the waters of
Merom, they had confronted the Ca-
naanitish host with their chariots of
iron, and had proved, that no human
power, and no weapons of war of man’s
devising could stay the avenging arm of
God, or parry the blow, which He
would have struck at His enemies when
righteously devoted to destruction. In
the mountaing, and in the plans the
result was the same.

Buat now a new experience awaited
them. The wars were matters of the
past. The Jordan must be re-crossed,
and the reality of their position east of
that river must be faced, and understood.
Whilst warring with their brethren their
oneness with them was manifest, All
would acknowledge it. DBut how would
it be, when the Jordan rolled between

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

196 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

them and thoe rest of the tribes of
Israel ? Surely Joshua thought of their
position as he bid them farewell. They
evidently felt it when they had re-
crossed the river., Joshua saw their
danger, as settled cast of the river, so
he exhorted them to kecp faithiul to
Grod (xxii. &), and, when giving them
hig blessing, added a word about the
spoil with which they were returning to
their homes. The spoil they had fought
for, and won. The toil of the cam-
paigns had been theirs, whilst their
brethren at home had been cultivating
the ground, and tending the flocks and
the herds. Shounld they then keep all
the spoil to themselves? Men might
have answered Yes; Joshua said, No,
‘““ Divide the spoil of your enemies with
your brethren.” (ver. 8.) Was that
right ? It was. In the eyes of moen
these 40,000 were the heroecs, the war-
riors, the vietors. All perfectly true.
But their brethren, by remaining at
home, and caring for their possessions,
had set these warriors frec to fight the
battles of the ILiord. Those then at
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home were to share in the spoil. The
warriors were to give evidence prac-
tically of the onenecss of the people, by
dividing the spoil with those who had
never gone forth to the war. Those at
home had looked after the interests of
their absent brethren. They were
therefore to share in the fruits of the
victory. The intcrests of the two par-
ties were common interests, and they
were to remember if.

Thus ecounselled they started forth
homeward, and put the Jordan between
them and the nine and a half tribes
whose territory lay on the west of it.
The blessing of having part in the
privileges of God’s people they had seen,
and they valued, The danger of their
children being denied participation in
them they now feared, so they built an
altar on the cast of the Jordan, 1t would
appear, over againgt the land of Canaan,
to be a Shudmg memorial of their 11ght
to participate in all the privileges of the
services of the Lord at His altar of
burnt-offering. Their act indicated the
desire to perpetuate the remembranco ot
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that corporate oneness, which existed
between them and the rest of the tribes.
Corporate oncness: because the tribal
divisions, and certain tribal privileges,
existed side by side with the rccognition
of the onencss of all the tribes as a
whole. And this was especially the
case, it would scem, with thosc which
dwelt on the cast of the river. For the
tribe of Reuben had its line of princes
til the ecaptivity by Tiglath-pileser.
(1 Chron. v. 6.) »

Reuben and Gad, for they seem
(and we can understand it) to have
been the instigators of the act, feared
eventually the dismemberment of the
nation by the denial to their children of
any part in the Lord, (Ver, 25.) Did then
those west of the river look on uncon-
cerned, when that altar was built 2 Did
they say, It 1s their sin who built it, not
ours who did not ? Oh no. Their godly
jealousy was al onee aroused, and they
would not rest, {11l the matter had been
thoroughly sifted. To war they were
ready to resort, if the matter could not
otherwise be adjusted. Defore however
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proceeding to such an extremity, they
deputed Phinehas the son of Eleazar
with fen princes, one from each tribe,
to seek an intcrview with the children
of Reuben, of Gad, and of the half
tribe of Manasseh. Every tribe was
concerned in the inquiry, so each was
represented, Asher was as deeply in-
terested in 1t ag Benjamin, whose terri-
tory bordered on the river bank. None
could plead indifference to the erection
of that altar, None were allowed to
pass it by as a matter of small moment,
‘“ The whole congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel gathered themselves
together' at Shiloh.” The corporate
oneness of the nation was not a fig-
ment, or a mere dogma : it was g vital
truth, a most practical one.

The embassy set forth ontheir migsion,
They reached the trans-Jordaniec tribes,
and had an interview with them. The
fears of Reuben and Gad were seen, at
present at least, to be groundless. The
tribes on the west side of the river well
knew that all Israel were one, and they
asserted it in the clearcst manner, ¢ Jg
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the iniquity of Peor too little for us,
from which we are not cleansed until
this day, although there was a plague
in the congregation of the Liord, but
that ye must turn away this day from
following the Lord ? And it will be,
seeing ye rebel to-day against the Lord,
that to-morrow he will be wroth with
the whole congregation of Israel .

Rebel not against the Lord, nor rebel
against us.” (vers.17-19.) Therebellion
would be that of the trans-Jordanic
tribes. The wrath would rest on the
whole congregation. We should mark
the pronouns herve, wus, we, ye.

The corporate oneness could not be
broken, nor must it be ignored. God
would not forget 16, The tribes in the
Iand of Canaan distinetly asscrfed it.
Reuben and Gad desired to perpetnate
it. Man had not formed it, nor devised
it. God would assuredly uphold 1t. All
the tribes must acknowledge it. Had not
their past history sorrowfully, but abun-
dantly illustrated it ? Phinehas had
turned away the Lord's wrath from
Israel, when he slew Zimri with His
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paramour Cozbi. (Num. xxv. 14, 15.)
Had not Achan of the tribe of Judah
sinned, and did not wrath fall on all the
congregation of Israel, and that man
perished not alone in his iniquity ?
Israel west of Jordan could not disown
their brethren on the east. How touch-
Ing too was the proof they gave of their
desire to avert the sin from all Israel,
and to help their brethren of Reuben,
of Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh.
Did those east of the rviver think their
-land was unclean ? Let them pass over
to ¢“the land of the possession of the
Liord, wherein the Lord’'s fabernacle
dwelleth,”” were their words, ¢ and take
possession amongst us.” (Ver. 19.)
They would willingly diminish their
own portion to give to their brethren,
if need be. At all cost the sin of
rebellion againgt the Lord must be
avolded.

The answer of Reuben, of Gad, and
of the half tribe of Manasselr was satis-
factory. Their purpose 1n building the
altar wag explained, and the explanation
was accepted. They had thereby de-

H 2
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livered the children of Israel out of the
hand of the Loxrd. (ver. 31.)

Thus the tribes east and west of
Jordan were found to be of one mind.
Jordan might roll between them, but the
corporate oneness of the people must be
maintained. God did not forget it.
Reuben and Gad valued 1t.  The tribes
in Canaan were determined to uphold
it. By-and-by, as we learn, the Jordan
will not run between them. 'Then it
did. Tribal divisions existed, and were
to be maintained. Corporate oncness
however could never be ignored with
impunity ; for, what God had thus joined
together, man was not to put asunder.

Is there not at present coxisting o
oneness of all God’s people, formed by
the Holy Ghost ¥ Shall that be ignored ?
Shall Christians fall behind the children
of Israel in their understanding of the
divine mind about the day in which they
live 2 God does not agscrt that onencss
by judgments as of old. Bat 1t 1s none
the less real.  And is it nota loss to the
whole body, that the unity of the Spirit is
too often ignored, and too little known ?
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Wro can question the decp settled pur-
pose of God to have worshippers
cternally before Himself 2 And if we
soe that it is the purpose of His heart
that His saints should be in His pre-
sence worshipping, it is happy to know
that in Iis own grace He has already
fitted us with divine qualifieations to this
end, and furnished suited occasions, too,
for its cxpression,

That the volume of praise i glory
will immeasurably cxeced, and its har-
mony transcend, anything we have
krnown or concetved here, 18 a fact which
leaves unfouched another and cqually
important one, namely, that the charae-
ter of all real and true worship now is
identical with that which will prevail
then. The character and qualily of what
it will be, 18 now assured to us, and
should be 1n measure reached here.

The highest order of ercaturc blessed-
ness, and the highest order of worsghin
answering to it, were inaugurated by
the advent from a glorified Christ of the
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Holy Ghost at Pentecost, and His abid-
ing presence is alike the pledge and the
power of their continuance until we arc
no longer only conneceted with the glory
ag8 being sustained and gladdencd by it,
but conducted thither by the same powor
in eompany with Him who isits essencc,
whether in the scenc of ils display
there, or as made known to our hearts
by the way. And if, as we know, it i3
IIis  presenee in  spirit which gives
oceasion for worship in the assembly on
carth, so too, we also know, that He is
there to lead the praises which His own
presence  has inspived.  Change the
secene as we may, its charactor and its
power, 1ts occagion and 1ifs ausplces,
begun in the migsion of the Comforter,
roeach on into the glory, untiring, un-
changing and unending in all cternity !
May we not well challenge our hearts
how far our seasons of worship practi-
cally express, and faithfully produce
before God the normal i1ssue of these
wondertul conditions which His grace
has established 2 Submitiing our wor-
ship meetings tosuch w test, the discovery
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~which might follow, while humbling us
for our feebleness and failure, would
doubtless be wholesomely conducive to
clearing the ground for, and raising the
tone of, whatever 18 of God. If each
asked himself as to his own part in such
seasons, if 1t were in the sense of con-
scious union with a glorified Christ, in
the power and unction of the one Spirit,
and the membership of the one body,
and not only in the name and 1n the
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, but
as led of Him, where would the answer
land us, alag! if one may speak for
others, but in confession ?

And, not only does the worship
suffer from the admixture of foreign or
extraneous elements, the unsealed tak-
ing part and the unjudged being present
at the table, as pointed out by another,
but must we not acknowledge how often
the converse of this, damages the meet-
ing ? Some gifted brother, exceptionally
there, by his very presence distracts the
worship and silences the worshippers,
the expectation of ministry taking the
place of holy, happy occupation with
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Christ, and the consciousness of such
expectation oppressing him who has
occasioned 1t; so that in result the
worship is hurried through and spoilt,
the desire for our own blessing having
defrauded Him to whom we are gathered.
The fact that midnight overtook the
ministry of Paul at Troas (Acts xx. 7),
clearly suggests, without drawing any
extravagant coneclusion, that the worship
of the saints gathered to break bread on
that occasion had not been curtailed by
the presence even of such an apostle.

Again, is it not a matter of common
frequency that we find ourselves praying
that we may worship, and saying much
to God «lout worship; and perhaps
drawing many a nice and choice dis-
tinction, more fit for private study, or
publie teaching, than for Him to whom
1t is addressed—and all the while fail
entirely in rendering one single note of
actual worship as already 1n the Holiest
in spirit, telling out in the prescnce of
the glorified One there, the overflowing
fulness of hearts tutored, tuned and
prepared by Himself ?
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May 1t not be added that when the
Holy Ghost acis ungrievedly in the
worshippers, and audible expression 1s
given to the worship of the saints, such
worshipis as spontaneousandunlaboured
as 1t 1s happy and bright? Who has
not felt this when overcharged hearts
found joyous relief by the Spirit of
God opening a channel in which, ag 1n
one common current, the high praises of
the saints flowed out, and flowed on, to
gladden the heart of the FFather and the
Son, without a strain and without re-
straint ?  And if it be not always thus
surely it 1s because we have hung our
harps upon the willows as though it
became us to say, ¢ How shall we sing
the Lord’s song in a strange land ?’ ag
fitly cnough we might say, did we not
know that already our place of worship
18 1n the Holiest. But our state, as it
was, a8 1t 1s, as 1t will be; where we
are and where wo are to be; cxperiences
and self-oceupation in one form or
another carry us away, instead of our
selzing with joy the unique occasion as
a coveted opportunity for self-forgetiul-
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ness and obliteration, that He may be
all who is in all!

Suflice it to say, in conclusion, that
effort implies absence of power, as seek-
ing denotes that we have not found;
surveymg on]} the foundations, suﬂ‘-
gests misgivings, as to the security of
the superstructure, and beating the
boundaries ever so efficiently is another
thing to entering the domain. May
our worship speak profoundly and
blessedly to the fact that we Jluave
entered, and are restfully and joyfully at
home 1n the scene, for if there be not
an evident unction of present enjoy-
ment and heavenly freshness, how
fitting soever the language and current
of thought may be, 1t will fail to carry
along with it the hearts of heavenly
worshippers. Nothing surely could be
more sad than there should be found, as
usually amongst us, all the conditions of
worship, the occasion and the material,
the object and the power, but the thing
itself utterly unsustained if ever haply

reached.,
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Tue effort of evil is to reduce every-
thing to its own level. We cannot be
in a sgcene of evil, where the spirit of
evil rules, and not be sensible of the
continuned effort or assault made on us
to yield to the course of things here,
which 15 the world.

The moment we recognise and are 1n
any measure established in the great
fact that we arc of God, from that mo-
ment according to our progress, must
we fecel that there is a direct and con-
tinued opposition to us in everything
avound. ‘“If yeo were of the world, the
world would love its own : but because
yve arc not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you.” DBut besides
this, there ig often, in various ways, an
assault planned and prepared by the god
of this world, to reducc us from our
heavenly or divine status, to the order
of things where he can rule without
being diseovered,
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THE believer is not only saved, he is
also ¢ called with an holy calling.” (2
Tim. 1. 9.) Now the saint, as 1 this
calling, occupies two distinet spheres,
and may be viewed in two aspects, as
translated into the kingdom of Colossians
1. 13, He is in the rogion of life, hid
with Christ in God, he enjoys the state,
and breathes the breath of the new
creation ; he is ¢ circumeised with the
circumcision made without hands, 1n
putting oft the body of the flesh, in the
cireumeision of the Christ;” and he is
‘“ buried with him in baptism.” Luke,
in his gospel, leads Theophilus to the
door, as 1t were, of the ¢ new creation
gphere.” The Tree of Life is in chapter
xx1v. transplanted into the paradise of
(zod, where 1t 13 to begin a new crea-
tion, ¢ in the power of an cndless life.”
The wave-sheaf, or omer of the begin-
ning (sce Lev. xxiil, 10) is stored up in
the granary, for futurc harvest, as ‘“ the
hope of glory.” 1laving led Theophilug
up to this door, Luke closes his gospel ;
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and, in the Actg, he leads him into the
sphere, where an absent Lord 1s duly
owned by the believer. In this region,
all his old-ereation relationships arc
owned ; but because hcis in the cnergy
of the new-creation sphere, ho has the
power to use all the old-creation mecha-
nism—though death is stamped upon
it. Ho thus yields his members ¢ as
instruments of righteousness to God,”
and his body’ ‘““a living sacrifice.”
The death of Christ has changed the
character of the saint on earth, while
His regurrcetion has opened to him a
paradise where the new man is put on.
He feasts with Christ there. He 1s 1n
rejection below because of the absent
and rejected King; yet he does all in
His namo ; though he knows ‘¢ His life
is taken from the earth.” (Aets viii.)
Note, it is not only from the world,
from whose rudiments the believer has
died, but from the eartl.

When the ascension is recorded by
Luke in Acts, wo read, “a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight.” It is
not so in his gospel. There is an im-
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portant moral parenthesis from chapter
1. on to the martyrdom of Stephen.
(Chap. viL.) In this parenthesis, the
apostatising nation is invited to repent.
If they do—if the ¢ holy Servant
Jesus’’ i1s to return, the open door into
heaven nced not be revealed as yet.
Buat no; the eall 1s refused. The mes-
senger is sent atter the One who went
into the far country, to say, ¢ We will
not have this man fo reign over us.”
And now comes a wondrous moment !
Iire rightcousness shall rcign in the
times of the restifution of all things,
spoken of since the world began (Acts
1i.), the Son of man is announced by
the onc leaving carth, and about to
enter the paradise of God, as ¢ standing
at God’s right hand.” The very samc
council, a short time before, had heard
the rejocted Jesus ntter similar Ianguage.
(Matt. xxvi. 64.) Tor the council and
1ts high priest, the words of btephen
were, doubtless, construed as of jude-
ment ; but for wus, the Holy Ghost
records the inward blessedness of the
scenc on which he gazes, in the words,
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‘““ he saw the glory of God and Jesus.”
The priest 18 in the Holiest ; the ¢ green
tree’” of Luke xxiii. 18 d1sphved there ;
hidden lifo is unfolded. Until 11ghteou%-
ness reigns, we behold the right-
cousness of God, subsist in a living
Person, for our hearts. [leis there-—
He in whom we have beeome God’s
righteousness. Thus Acts vil. connects
us with Luke =xxiv. Righteousness is
dwelling in life of new cv reation.  As to
our phce in the new creation, we
follow where He dwells. Asto the old,
we own Him as Lord, and place under
His Headship, all our belongings to
whicl we have not died. We are dead
to law, sin, and the world ; we are not
dead to nature ; yet we loy rﬂly cast the
death pall over our ties and relationships
below, while we use and own them all.
In chapter viii. 1, we see those who
have become God’s righteousness in
Christ ¢“scattered abroad,” as to earth.
Persecution effects this, The old scenc
is the region where activity for the
exalted Jesus i1s to take place. The
crains of the new ear from the corn of
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wheat, must be sown in the Spirit for
fruit-bearing. Though all 15 kept as
one in the ¢ omer’” by the God of
oglory—yet the carth, desert now, 1s to
be the place where the gracious One of
Luke, gone on high, is to aet, by His
gifts during the <“to-day’” of grace.
One of these, Philip, 18 sent to evangelise
Jesus to him whom the Spirit has pre-
pared for the message. Themanin the
desert who hag been led as he reads the
word to consider the despiscd and re-
jected One, hails the ¢ beautiful fect of
the evangelist,” and goes on his way
rejolcing.  How suitable 1t 1s to read of
the first evangelist going forth after the
I'rec of life is scen in the glory of God
in chapter vii.!  All resouree, all power
15 in tho paradise above. No resource
out of the scene where Christ is not.
The Spirit alone is to be owned in the
lower region, while He takes of His,
who is dwelling in the higher region,
and shews them to the rejected ones.
Then in chapter 1x., a deeper thing
comes out. Those who are in Him
above, are regarded by Him—as Himself
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below. ¢ Why persecutest thou me?”
““ T am Jesus whom thou persecutest.”
The grains of the ear of wheat are
formed into a unity by the Holy Ghost
on earth. This unity is fo express
Christ as “one loaf,” Fruit from the
Tree of Life is being gathered into one;
yea, more, formed into one body; and
this in the desert, amid persccution, and
i defiance of the power of Satan. The
old garden where the tempter triumphed,
15 to become the place where this won-
dertul work 1s to go on, while the new,
the paradise above, 1s to be the source
of life and power.

1t 18 not my purpose to take up Acts
chapter by chapter. I am merely seek-
ing to shew the moral character of the
book, in relation to Luke’s gospel, asg
giving us the carthly side of the rejected
Son’s kingdom (Col. i.), where the saint
18 vo order everything, as one who owns
the absent king; under whose rule
he is; while he enjoys His prescnce
where He duwells, Not only in the
Spirit, who in proprid persond is in
the earthly sphere, the unseen power
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against the world ; but He reveals the
once beautiful Kden to be empty and un-
fruitful. Manis gone, and his earthisin
famine and desert. God’s »ighteousness
s revealed. 'To have this righteousness
the simplest look of faith is enough, but
to enjoy 1t, man after flesh must be con-
sciously known no more. Not even is
¢“the Christ after flesh’’ our portion. He
is scen in anew place above ; the desert
18 our place below, and nothing but the
saints, as one body—the ¢ ‘Me,”’ is life on
carth. The higher region grace would
have us enter by the Spirit, first. Then
we can conduct ourselves as we ought in
the sphere where we do ¢ whatsoever
we do in the name of the Lord dJesus.”

Hence JTuke wrote a treatise to
Theophilus, proving that cven nature’s
ties must be laid down unrescrvedly,
before he wrote the Acts, which sets
the saint in his earthly standing. All
must be given up before they can be
taken up for God. In the old-creation
sphere, we have trial and snares in
abundance ; in the new, we are in all
the peace and rest of hidden life.
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TuE Lord’s threat to the church of the
Laodiceang is, ‘I will spue thee out of
my mouth.”” When the church is cha-
racterised by the state of things de-
seribed there, the Lord will no more use
it ag a vessel of testimony. It is not
that there are not many true souls in if;
there were many true ones in Israel
when Christ was rejected, but when the
Lord of glory was refused in the person
of His witness, Stephen, all hope for
the nation was over. One might reply,
But the frue Israelites of that day were
transferred into the church, which was
better. Certainly; but Israel, as a na-
tion for God on this earth, was at an end.
So there comes a moment when the
church, which has held so great a place
as a vessel of testimony for Him, will
be spued out of Christ’s mouth; and,
consequent on this, we find that the
beast carries the harlot. (Rev. xvil.)
This opprobrious epithet is given fo the
professing church after she is spued out
YOL, XI. I
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of Christ’s mouth. When unsuited for
Him, she is suited for the beast. It is
not that profession does not go on; but
there is & moment when Christ has done
with it, and then the imperial power—
the beast—carries 1t. Christianity is
being used to bring about an organisa-
tion and an improvement of man, with
which man will be so satisfied, that he
will in the end declare that he can do
without God; and thus, ag 1t were, a
feather is taken out of the eagle’s wing
to destroy the eagle. It is always the
loss of the chief thing which consti-
tutes apostasy. In Laodicea Christ is -
lost. He is outside, while truth is held
and professed to adorn man.

But there is always a remnant. Now
what is the characteristic of a remnant ?
A remnant of anything is o piece of the
original—a small, torn piece, it may be,
but still a piece. If we turn to Isaiah
vi. 13, we shall see what a remnant is:
““Yet in it shall be a tenth,” (here I
would notice that the tenth was the spoil
of the conqueror. It was not, properly
speaking, priestly, and Abram, as g

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

THE LORD AND THE REMNANT, 227

conqueror, handed it over to Melchise-
dec,) ‘*and it shall return, and shail
be eaten, ag a teil-tree, and as an oak,
whose substance 13 in them, when they
cast their leaves; so the holy seed shall
be the substance thereof.” The substance
isin 1t; it hag lost its leaves, but the
substance 1s there.

Now that is the great characteristic
of a remnant: it has the substance, but
not ithe leaves. And what ig the sub-
stance ? The peculiar and distinguish-
ing grace which God gave at the
beginning.

Fnoch 1s the first sample of a rem-
pant; and he revived 1n his own prac-
tical life the failure of Adam in the
garden of Iiden. There were no leaves,
but the substance was there. He was
small in the eyes of man, he did not live
to half the term of what man’s life was
at that period ; but he walked with God,
and was not, for God took him. This
wag a wonderful manifestation of the
fact, that death brought in by Adam is
not to have its eourse; he does not
see death, and ‘“before his translation
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he had this testimony, that he pleased
God.”

I have no doubt that there was the
remnant charaeter in Noah, but it 1s not
gso distinet, so I pass on to Abra-
ham. God had said to Abraham,
““ You are to be a pilgrim, entirely de-
pending on my word.” That wags his
testimony. Who was the remnant of
that testimony? Jacob,. He had the
characteristics of one—the substance
without the leaves. He is a poor feeble
man, but he is worshipping God leaning
on the top of his pilgrim’s staff. How
did he feel about things here ? ¢ A4s
for me,” he says, ¢“ Rachel died by me
in the land of Canaan . . . and I buried
her there in the way of Ephrath, the
same 18 Bethlehem.” That is ag mueh
as to say, ¢“I have no link here; all my
links to earth were broken at Bethle-
hem.” DBut was he indifferent to the
fature blessing? No; he was blessing
Joseph's sons,

Now I come to another d1spensat10n——-
a long way on. A wonderful distinetion
was ‘conferred on the people of God
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when they were placed in Canaan., God
gave them the sabbatical year, which
marked them as a people dependent on
Himself. In the sabbatical ycar they
were not to sow, but in one year (the
sixth) there would be enough for three
yvears. When declension seft in, this
was one of the first things they gave
up. This 18 just what the chureh has
done. The church of God should have
been a thoroughly dependent people,
and this in a double way. Like Abra-
ham, they should have no possession
here—all possession in the future ; and
like Caleb, they should be so in the
power of the Spirit, as to have the joy
of possessing all things, DBut they gave
up this blessed standing, and sought and
accepted countenance from the world.
As God raised up judges for Israel, so
He has raised up men like Luther for the
church. Under the judges you get every
human means tried—a hammer, an ox-
goad—everything; and there was deliv-
erance, but the invisible power, before
which the walls of Jericho fell down,
was lost. Before the last of the judges
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wag bamson, a man with plenty of
“leaves,” but he was not the remnant.
Who, then, was the remnant of this
period 2 Samuel. He comes in by
prayer, and he testifies, ““I have no
power at all but through prayer.”
That i1s not ¢ leaves’’—mnothing to be
seen, butb it 18 the *“ substance.” T be-
lieve this should mark us now. Are
vou & pilgrim, walking outside the cor-
ruption of the earth ? If so, you are
an Enoch. Do you feel the ruin of all
here ?  If you do, you are a Samuel, a
man of prayer, and you have the cha-
racteristics of the remnant.

Next, kings are given. Man is tried
in divine rule., Did he succeed in it ?
Did it bring in the millennium ? No!
it only betrayed the terrible weaknessin
man. Now the Lord Jesus Christ 1s the
remnant of the kings. He is the last
one of the line. He comes in outward
feebleness, but in divine power; and,
as David says in his last words, * He
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling
in the fear of the Lord:” so with Him;
He will not take the kingdom from man,
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and He has to suffer, and even for His
own rejection. Let me note in passing,
that the Bible 1s the history of two
men ; one has been tried in every pos-
sible way, and has failed ; the other,
having done God’s will perfectly, so that
He could be glorified on the mount of
transfiguration, comes down to die for
the man who never did anything right.
In Luke’s gospel the two character-
isties of the remnant are found. One
in chapter xxi., the poor widow giving
all the living she had for what belonged
to God on earth; mo ¢leaves’” there,
but ¢ subgtance.” The other is Be-
thany, where the Lord (chap. xxiv.) re-
tires to, having turned away from Jeru-
salem, and ascends from there. These
should be the two characteristies of
the saints now ; one is giving up all here
for God's house on earth; the other
providing Him in one’s own house, with
a resting-place for His heart during His
rejection. This is the remnant charac-
ter — the ¢ substance” without the
‘““leaves.”” At the close of the church’s
history on earth the bride is the rem-
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nant. John does not give us the body
in his writings, but he gives us state—
not individual state only, but corporate
state—and he concludes with, ¢ the
Spirit and the bride say, Gme.”” That
is the substance. 1 .do not look upon
the bride as an ceclectic class. The
Lord will awaken all His saints for
His coming, so that in true love they
will go forth to meet Him.

There is always a revival before apo-
stasy ; and 1 doubt not that Philadelphia
18 the revival of the church period be-
fore Liaodicea, and Philadelphia will be
to the end. But in Philadelphia it is
not merely the possession of truth, but
conscious union with Chrigt. That is
what was lost by the church ; and that
is the ¢ substance” which Philadelphia
hasg, and which Laodicea has not, Lao-
dicea has Philadelphian truth, without
Philadelphian power. Hence it is said
to Philadelphia, ¢ Hold fast what thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.”
There was danger of losing 1. Why?
The wave of Laodicea was approaching.
Christ will not spue it out of His mouth
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till it can boast of its acquisition, and
He outside—satisfied with knowledge
without Him. Then He cannot bear it
—He spues 1t out.

I believe there is an energy of Christ
in ministry at the present time—the
Liord increase it! It is not so much
the opening out of truth, as the pre-
senting Himself as the object of the
heart, and power of life in the Spiril ;
and thus souls are preserved from Liao-
dicea, and by this means, too, will they
be rescued from it. It is better to be
preserved than rescued. A man who is
in a life-boat in a storm is preserved,
the same way as others would be rescued
from a wreek. DBut when the Spirit of
God is leading in any particular line,
Satan is surc to try and spoil 1t by pro-
posing something similar to it, to be at-
tained in a natural way; and thus the
areat hindrance to the inculeation of the
truth that preserves, even having Christ
ITimgelf for the object of the heart, is
that people think that their affections
can bo drawn to Christ by a natural

effort, instead of only in the power of
I2
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the Spirit of God; and thus the beau-
tiful stream of divine affection has been
soiled by dropping natural feelings into
it. But the watchful and exercised soul
will know the difference. What 1s of
nature 18 fitful and excited, and followed
by depression; while what is of the
Spirit is ever existing, ever deepening,
ag one 18 spiritual, and in proportion as
it increases, it becomes controlling.
Nevertheless, in the worst state of
things, the Lord says, ¢ Behold, I stand
at the door, and knoek.” It ig ag if He
were saying, ‘I am here to rescue you
from the wave of Laodicea, if you will
open to me.”” In Philadelphia it 18 not
the knock. They were ignorant, but
cager to hear, and to listen to Him, and
He teaches them ; just as 1t was in Luke
xxiv., where He opens to them in all
the seriptures the things concerning
Himself; then He sups with them, and
then they go to Jerusalem, and find
Him in their midst. Thus it was at the
beginning, and so was it in the revival
marking Philadelphian times. But in
Laodicea 1t is, ¢“ I knock.,”” There is a
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difference between a cry and a knock.
I think the Lord does not knock unless
you know what you ought to do,and do
not heed it. If you do not know it, and
wish to know, He teaches ; but if you
do not act up to what you know, He
knocks, When Jacob comes back to
Canaan, he hag been taught deeply in
the night of wrestling, and he is on the
right ground, but he forgets that he is
a pilgrim, and settles at Shalem. Then
comes a knock. Shechem is the knock.
It 1s not to give him further light, but
to make him use thelight he had. After
this he hears the word, ¢ Go up to
Bethel.,” The same with Peter. After
the cock erew—the knock—he ¢ re-
membered the word of the Lord.”

I believe the Lord 18 often knocking
now ; not but that He is bringing out
blessed truth still, but it does not come
~with the same moral weight as when 1t
was first recovered, because there is not
acting up to the light received ; and His
knock 1s to stir us up, and to teach us 1n
His grace what He is Himself, and to
lead us to understand the meaning of
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the words, “I will sup with you, and
you shall sup with me.”” The church 18
not characteristically in this state, but
individuals who are lIapsing into it, after
having known tlhe truth, are thus gra-
ciously preserved by Him, or rescued
by Him. His promise is, ‘I will sup
with him, and he with me.” This 1s
sympathy and fellowship, and it is only
in the Holy Ghost that 1 can know it.
I am in the bridal character when I
know His sympathy with me, and have
fellowship with Him. I must first learn
His sympathy : that is, His entering
mto my circumstances. Nothing softens
one like sympathy. Trial without sym-
pathy hardens; but if T am not subject
to the word, T eannot know the Lord’s
sympathy. DMartha did not know it, but
Mary did. Mary was subject to His
word, and when she lost the stay of a
human heart, He uses the opportunity
to acquaint her with a heart that lasts
for ever— His own. In the breakdown
of the best thang she had, as to the first
man, e teaches her that there is a
hoart that will never fail, but will bear
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her company in the depths of all trouble
here. He makes known the greatness
of His love to her first, and then He
raises np Lazarus, and gives him back
to her, when she had learned that if he
had not been given back, she had enough
in the acquaintance she had got with the
Lord’s own heart. He knows all my
difficulties, and ecan sympathise with
me. He cannot, of course, sympathise
with what is wrong. I'or instance, if I
lose my temper, I nced His correction,
not His sympathy; but He took upon
Him all our sorrows, that e might
sympathise with us. The most loving
friend would not do as He did. A
mother will nurse her child to the ut-
most, but she would not bear the sick-
negs, in order that she might know what
the child wag suffering, Christ relieves
me out of it, but His sympathy with me
in it teaches me Himself. He softens
the heart, by shewing it the tender soli-
citude of His heart ; but then, as I have
sald, 1t is only when I am subject to Ilig
word that He can do this. There ave
two actions of the word—it directs and
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corrects ; and if you are not under its
dircetion, you need its correction. The
word separates between soul and spirit,
joints and marrow, so that you may be
set in divine purity ; and then you are
not only on the right line, but you come
up out of the wilderness, leaning on
your Beloved. But sympathy 1s not fel-
lowship, though it leads to it. Many
confound sympathy with fellowship. I
hear people say, <“I have had a very
happy time ; I have had sweet fellow-
ship with Jesus;”’ when, if the terms
were explained, they would mean, 1
feel the shelter of His wing, and His
touching care of me.” This i3 not fel-
lowship, but sympathy; and you loso
followship if you substitute sympathy
for 1it. 'The tendency 1s to call a lower
thing by a higher name, just as prayer
18 often designated as worship.
Fellowship is not His coming down -
to my level, ag in sympathy, but bring-
ing me up to His. In John xx. Ile
comes into the midst of His disciples,
and announces peace; and not only so,
but as risen from the dead, He takes His
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place above all our ruin and distance
from God, and introduces us into a new
region altogether. This is one of the
most august and wonderful moments to
the soul. The disciples only saw Him
with the natural eye. We have, of
course, a greater sight of Him than they
had then, but this is set forth as an ex-
ample, like the mould or pattern for a
metal casting. It is not the church,
but we have there the pattern of the
divine institution.,

He comes into the midst of the saints
now, and He leads us up to Himself,
not on aceount of anything of our own,
but on account of what He has done
for us., ¢“The Lord hath triumphed
gloriously.”  Whatever you see of
Christ you possess. Baul is told when
he gets his commission from the Lord
(Acts xxvi. 18), to “open their eyes.”
What use would that be if there was
nothing to see ? DBut we are brought
where there is everything to see, and
everything ready. We must see Christ
risen, and when we are with Him on
that level, all our enemics are sunk like
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lead in the mighty waters. And more,
we must have life for this place that we
are brought into. He breathes on them,
gives the life to maintain this blessed
position by the Holy Ghost.

Now what I desire to press is, that,
in order to be preserved from the Lao-
dicean flood that is flowing in on the
church, you must individually know the
Lord in this way. This is His supping
with you, and you supping with Him,
1t is the knowledge of what Christ is to
you in your circumstances, and having
fellowship with Him in His, which will
preserve you. And although thig learn-
ing 18 individual, 1t will not solate you ;
you will follow with those who call on
the Lord with a pure heart. IHHe has
come into my circumstances with divine
and tender love, making Himself ac-
quainted with all the little details of my
life; and He has brought me, in the
power of the Holy Ghost, in endless
life, into His own magnificent circum-
stances, where 1 enjoy the light of His
countenance, and am the delight of Iis
heart,
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TrERE 15 tho sphere where Christ is, as
1t were, i proprie persona and the
sphere where He is not, and where the
Holy Ghost 1s. In Kphesians we have
the sphere where Christ is; in Colos-
sians, the practical effeet of the Holy
Ghost. Romans viii, gives us the Holy
Ghost’s sphere. Wo are there still in
tuine, passing through the difficulties and
trials of the scene where Christ is not.
But in Colossiang Paul is leading on to
Christ’s. The Galatians were retro-
grading from Romans viii. If we do
not see these two spheres, we may still
be found in the land of Sheba, unable
to rise up to Solomon’s wisdom in glory.
The more I live in the sphere where
Christ 18, the more I shall move in the
~energy of the Holy Ghost in the sphere
where He 18 not, but where I am under
His lordship. Few scem to see that a
place can be reached where the range of
God’s fteart is known; not HHig love
only ; but God is light as well as love,
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and when I am in the light, I get at all
the strength of what He is, and love 1s
strengthened with a vigour unknown in
the lower sphere. I am where my life
1s hid with Christ in God. The Epistle
to the Romans goes on the basis that
there 1s a new place where Christ 13
known, though that place 1s not there
brought out ; but it is onlyas I am * in
the firmament of his power,” that I can
reckon myself dead as in chapter vi.
Thus Romans viii, becomes very differ-
ent to those who know the new place.
How would Saul of Tarsus read chap-
ter vi. after he had seen the Sun of
glory in His new path! He got the
apprehension of that wondrous sphere
at hig conversion. The exercise followed
in proportion to this sense, and in rela-
tion t00, with the place he was in as a
ginner, the place he had to .occupy
where Christ 1s not, T7.en he insists on
the new life and the new place, and can
reckon himgelf dead. When Christ in
glory was seen by Paul, then it was
Christ 2n him here. We get the measure
of ganctification in divine righteousness
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in glory, and it ig through His cross
and IHis death that we pass thither.
Tl we have righteousness, we cannot
have holiness. Iforgiveness merely will
not do. The certainty of a future
heaven will not do. The cross has
ended the man here, and the old status
too. I am to Another, in His own
blessed sphere now. We shall seek
power and character of life merely ac-
cording to our need, and our own
thoughts, until the Spirit of God leads
us consciously through the veil, where
- in God’s righteousness we can know
Him. Youn may say, ‘ God sees me 1In
Him there.”” 'True, but are wou there
practically ?

Now here in the Holy Ghost’s sphere,
all my old ereation machinery is owned;
my ‘‘members.” (Rom. vi.) The old
will 13 gone; but my body and its
mechanism 18 for the Lord. If we do
not sce thig, we shall be in a difficulty
as fo the regulation of nature, which 1s
not the flesh, and is still owned of God.
Nay it would be gin fo despise 1t ; and
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while in the higher sphere we riseo
above nature; in the lower, our life, as
in the wilderness, is fully owned;
though the new life powerfully acts
upon it. 'We supersede things thereby ;
and never exact from nature. Often
something ¢ lawful”’ is found to be a
weight, and hinders us, so we lay it
aside. Weleavethe lower spherc for ever
by the death of the body, or its being
changed from itg state of humiliation,
whereas the higher sphere never ceases ;
and now, as in it 1n spirit, we are em-
powered with all power, accoraing to
the might of His glory, so that we can
mortify our members which are upon
the earth. ¢“Be thou partaker [says
Paul to Timothy] of the afflictions of
the gospel, according to the power of
God, who hath saved ug, and called us
with a holy calling.”
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THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.
KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT CONSCIENCE,

OR,
THE WAY OF CAIN.

Maw in innoccnee knew nothing but as
he was instructed of God. Now when
the serpent was lhistened to, it 1s clear
another line of instruction came 1in,
and man 1n yielding to this evil line,
and eating of the free of the knowledge
of good and evil, learned evil, by com-
mitting it; and here conscience entered.
I have the sensec that there is a better
line that I am to act up to, and that 1
yield to one Ido not approve of. Henece
it is plain that from the fall there were
two lines of instruetion: one, which
addressed the eonseience, asserted the
claims of God, whether declared by the
works of creation, or heard of by reve-
lation. The other, as contributing only
to man. Soon, alas, it beeame genoral
that man did not Like to retain God in
his knowledge ; he preferred what min-
istered to his own self-exaltation, and the
conscience was neglected and despised.
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On! shall I be with Thee,
Loxrd Jesus, where Thou art;
Where nought shall evernore intrude,
To claim with Thee a part?

Shut out {from all beside,
Shut in alone with Thee;

In the full meaning of that word—
‘“ In paradise with me.”

“YWith me” ! no more is told :

What more, Lord couldst Thou tell ?
Thou knewest that would satisty,

The heart that knows Thee well.

Say not such hope ean lull,
My longing for that day ;

When Thou shalt with a shout descend,
To call Thy bride away.

The climax of Thy joy,

Thine own all gathered home,
The day of Thy rejection o’er;

My inmost heart says,—“ Come.”

But on the way to this,
May not my spirit yearn, .
I'or taste of paradise with Thee,
Before thou dosf return ?
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To wait with Thee abave,
While that blest day draws near;
As truly, though in feebleness—
I've waited for Lhee here.

I donot ask to go,
Until the race 1 run ;

Thy purpose for me all fulfilled,
Thy work in me all done.

I am not weary here,
Thy footsteps I can see;

And prize each precious moment given,
For learning more of Thee.

The circle of Thine own,
My heart must hold most dear ;
The dwellmg of the HOLY ONIL,

Who represents Thee lere.

But oh, when this is past,
“ I'ar better” lies beyond ;

With Thee, who mad’st that cirele loved
YWho art Thyself its bond.

To find Thysclf far more
Than all of Theé below ;

And more than coming glorics e'en,
Which I in heaven shall know.
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To pass through nature's strait,
Where flesh nor heart can stand,
With none but Thee, and yield in trust,
My spirit to Thine hand.

To follow in Thy path -
On to its close, and rise

Through the same portal Thou didst pass,
I'rom earth to paradise.

The same, but oh! how great
A contrast it will be,

Death’s deepest darkness Thou didst fuce,
To make 1t light for me.

The bars all burst, Thou lLast
Now but to ope the door;

To 1ift the lateh and take me in,
To Thee, for evermore.

Thy presence ne’er to leave,
But to go out with Thece;

When Thou Thy glory w it dlsplay
For every eye to sec.

How bright soc’er the day
Of glory, to the heaxrt,

No glories e'en can fully shew,
Liord Jesus ! what Thou art,
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DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOL OF
GOD,

EzERIEL,

EzExiEL is a priest. His position among
the captives by the river of Chebar,
prepared him for the grace of God.
He says, ¢ The heavens were opened,
and I saw visions of God.” The ser-
vant must needs be placed in circum-
gtances here which will fit him the
better for appreciating the favour of
God, as entirely outside and apart from
all here. He is shewn the glory retiring
from the earth, because of the wicked-
ness of the professed people of God;
and yet, in the brightest spot of the
retiring glory, there is the figure of a
man, indicating that though the glory
leaves the earth because of man’s
wickedness, yet that man will be in the
brightest piace of the glory.

Chapter ii.: Ezekiel, having seen the
ways of God in the light of glory, is
now directed— Stand upon thy feet,

VOL, XI, K

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

282 A VOICE T0 THE FAITHFUL.

individual joy, ecannot comprehend Him
in the great sphere of His presence on
earth ; and hence, with much seriptural
knowledge, they have not reached that
which was at the beginning, and in
their lack of separation from evil, and
imperfect discipline, they give painful
cvidence of their ignorance, |

The Lord give us steadily to preserve
and maintain that which was from the
beginning, for that is truth.

WAITING.

.. . For his Son from leaven."
Hearts individually set upon a Person
out of sight, feeling that nothing could
satisfy them ount of Himsgelf. The
thought of your belonging to the Lord
Jesus! of Christ being now on the
throne of the Lord God Almighty, bear-
ing your names individually on His heart,
—this surely i8 enough to make you re-
spond to His love, and to wait for Him
from heaven. Ig there not an answer In
the heart of the believer to the Person
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of the Lord Jesus Christ? If is not
against the scoff of the infidel I would
warn you, but against grieving that heart
that has so loved you.

The real value of 1 Thess. 1v., turns
on individual love to Christ. What to
me, if I do not love Him, is the un-
covering of what was hidden about
God’s next step, when He puts forth His
Son, bright with all His crowns of glory?
If I do love Him, shall 1 not care for
His glory 2 We wait for Himself, and
we say, Come, Lord! come.

Who shall speak the word? The
Lord who has been guiding my steps
here all through the wilderness. What
will be the sign of His coming?
His voice. How shall I know it? I
never heard it yet. Ah, but faith knows
Him, and when He speaks, faith will
respond, It will not be those silent
whispers in which He so often speaks
to us, but a ‘“shout.”” The word is al-
ways used for a regulating word. Christ
18 the regulator of everything, and what
will be the effeet of that voice? Oh
what a thrill will pervade &all the minds
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that are in harmony with God! Can
any be attuned with God’s mind and
see His beloved Son rise up from the
throne to fetch hig children home,
without having a thrill through his soul ?
Impossible. The archangel will take up
the note, and God Himself comes in at
the end as giving His full sanetion to
all that His Son has done. ¢ He shall
descend from heaven.” Tt would take
a whole great volume to express the
thoughts that wake up with that little
clause. Oh what a sight will that be
that you and I will see! You and 1
individually shall see that Liord descend,
to shew the character of His Father’s
love, and give confidence to the hearts of
His people who are to be ushered unto
Hig Father’s house.

We ought to think about what it will
be to see Him, o behold Him rising up
to come forth., The dead in Christ shall
rise first, then ‘¢ we which are alive and
remain’’ shall be caught wup. The
double glory of the resurrection and of
the life stand out there, and the state
of His saints gives occasion for the
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display of both, and according to His
grace. As usual it is weakness that ig
first thought of, The dead in Christ rise
first. What a field of glory is that!
Martyr sainfs, their bodies burnt and
ashes scattered to the winds. Some just
fallen asleep, some whose dust 1s find-
able nowhere. The Liord knows where
it 18, and lets a virtue in Himself af the
resurrection attract every particle, and
raise 1t up a glorious body. ¢ So shall
we be ever with the Lord.” That is
the climax, ¢ with Him,”’ in the Father’s
house in the glory, each one of usin a
glorified body. Are you believers ?
Have you counted this a proper thought
for you? ¢“I am to be with the Lord
in glory.” Do you carry it about with
you ? What are your prospects ? your
plans ? The Liord is coming to fetch
you! What kind of persons are you ?
Do challenge your hearts whether you
individually know that love which the
Lord Jesus Christ has towards you.
He is coming to take you to the Father’s
house,
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“NEAR THE END OF OUR
JOURNEY.”

Grorious and solemn hour
Thus at last to stand,

All behind us the great desert,
All before the land !

Past the gloom of the deep valley,
Past the weary plain—

Past the rugged mountain pathway ;
Ne'er to be again,

And before us ever stretching
In its golden sheen,
Lies the fair, the blessed country,
Where our hearts have been.
Where our hearts have been whilst wan-
dering,
Through the desert bare— -
For the souls’ adored, beloved One,
He abideth therec.

Clad in love and glory standing
On that glowing shore,

There to speak the blessed welcome
All our journeyings o'er,
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Now at last our eyes behold Him,
At His feet we fall,

Two and three, have we adored Him,
Now are gathered all.

All His saints from all the ages,
Every clime and tongue,

All together now we worship
In a faultless song.

In the song no discord troubles
And no weakness mars,

Loud we sound His Name beloved
Far beyond the stars.

That blest song, first sung in glory
By His lips divine,

Now in chorus deep and endless
All His ransomed join.

Glorious and solemn hour
On the verge to stand,

Of that endless day of worship—
Of that blessed land!

Not our sorrow we remember,
All is lost in bliss, f

But our shame gives deeper sweetness
To the Father's kiss.

Shame that all that desert journey
Nothing more could prove

Than the marvels of His patience,
How divine His love.
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Tale of weakness, sin and folly,
Tale of w'mdermg feet—

Tale of strength and grace and wisdom,
Victory complete.

Sin and death and Satan trodden
‘Neath those feet at length,

In the glory of His trlumph
Greatuess of His strength.

Solemn hour—thus on the margin
Of that wondrous day,
Where all former things have vanished—
0Old things passed away—
Nothing but Himself before us,
Every shadow past—
Sound we loud our word of witness,
For it is the last.

One last word of solemn warning
To the world below-—

One loud shout that all may hear us
Hail Him ere we go.

Once more let that Name be sounded
With a trumpet tone—

Here amidst the thickening darkness,
Then before the throne!
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FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN.

Ir 18 interesting and profitable to trace
the experiences, as recorded by the
Spirit, of the progress of the soul from
Egypt to Canaan, Firgt—

THE PURPOSE OF GOD.

In Exodus iii. 7, 8 we read the purs
pose of God as declared to Moses.
‘“ And the Lord said, I have surely seen
the affliction of my people which are in
Egypt; and have heard their cry by
reason of their task-masters, for I know
their sorrows, and I am come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of
that land, unto a good land, and a large,
unto a land flowing with milk and
honey.”” This purpose is set forth be-
Jore a step was taken in the journey, If
13 of the greatest benefit to us that we
should be assured of the purpose be-
fore we have enfered on the experiences.
which will be encountered, ere we reach

what has been purposed for us, Thus
VOL. L, L
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the purpose of God is told us in Ephe.
glans 1. ; we have not reached the com-
pletion ‘of the purpose yet, but we
know that it has been accomplished for
us by One greater than Moses, and that
He 18 the first-fruits there, and the Head
of the church, which is His body. So
much so, that the Holy Ghost can now
reveal to us the things which God hath
prepared ; and the teacher can instruct
souls in them.

It 1s a great encouragement and cheer
to be assured, as you enter on a long
and frying voyage, that there 1s no
doubt of your ultimately reaching the
desired haven; and that though you
have to do business in great waters, yet
that the Captain of the fleet has reached
the land, and that ‘‘ we have an anchor
of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil,
whither the Forerunner is for us en-
tered.” It 13 a great thing for the soul
to be assured of the purpose of God,
and the scope and intent of it; for
though heaven be revealed to us, yet we
cannot know it in any of its perfect bless-
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edness until we are there. Bul every
view we get of 1t through the Spirit
only augments to our hearts the coming
bliss, when we shall fully enter on and
enjoy those scenes : and hence we value
the teacher, as he leads out our hearts
to look for and dwell on them. One
likes to get views or accounts of a great
and desired inheritance, but we must
plough the deep seas of experience iIn
order to enjoy the guccour of the Spirit
along the course,

Now, the first experience is the effect
produced by hearing and seeing the fes-
timony of the grace of God. This was
taught Moses by signs. (Ex, iv.) The
first sign—the rod turned into a ger-
pent, and then again turned into a rod
—wag emblematical of God’s power
over the power of Satan., The second
—of substitution; sin—Ileprosy, put
away by’ the One who was made sin.
Thirdly, the judgment of God—the
water turned into blood.

The first great experience in the
goul of him who cometh to God, is to
believe that He ¢s. This, in a very
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comprehensive and distinet way, was et
forth in those signs. ““ And the people
believed, and when they heard that the
Lord had visited the children of Israel,
and that he had looked upon their afflic-
tion, they bowed the head and wor-
shipped.” When the grace of God,
in its great and blessed fulness, enters
the soul, like light, there is a bowing to
it, and a happy acceptance of .it; but
then the power of the flesh to retuse and
get it aside, has not yet been enconn-
tered. In a measure, the seed sown on
the rock was readily received, but it had
not then encountered the antagonistic
influence of this evil world. The people
had readily believed, like many a onein
other times, but when the power of
Pharaoh would stifle the new aspirae
tions in their hearts, they regretted that
they had ever accepted them, and they
—for scripture fully exposes the mur-
murings and rebellion of their hearts—
say to Moses, *The Lord look upon
you, and judge, because ye have made
our savour to be abhorred in the eyes
of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his
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servants, to put a sword in their hand to
glay us.”’ :

This leads to the next experience,
even the sense of the overwhelming and
universal judgment of God, and how
they are sheltered from it through the
blood of the lamb. The condition of
things-—the setting, in which this won-
derful grace shines out~—is very grand
and affecting. The soul stands aghast
before the terrible wave sweeping over
the desolate scene ; for there is a double
distress. There is not a green thing in
all the land of Egypt. In that garden
of all lands the beauty and attraction
have died away, and now death stalks
abroad. There is not a house of an
Egyptian in which there 1s not one dead,
from the king upon hig throne, to the
maid behind the mill. Until the pressure
ig felt, the relief is not valued. But
now, in the moment of terrible extremity,
His own hand hath found a ransom
judgment 1is averted by the blood of
the lamb on the two side posts and the
upper door post of the houses wherein

they shall eat it. But in addition to
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this, they were to eat the flesh on that
night in households, roast with fire,
and unleavened bread, and with bitter
herbs shall they eat it.

This typifies the sense and the exer-
cigse of soul which the believer has who
enters into what Christ passed through
because of the judgment of his sin.
The three days and three nights during
which Saul of Tarsus ate nothing, an-
swered to this in the history of his soul.
If we do not enter into, and feed on, in
our hearts, the terribleness of the death
of Christ in judgment, in order to rescue
us from the judgment impending over
us i Kgypt, we never ean sincerely
and heartily abandon the place. When
one has been rescucd from the gulph of
the sea by a life-boat, the great and
earnest desire i8 to reach land, and to be
quite clear of the place where he was ¢x-
posed fo such danger, Many have the
sense, frue and right, as far as it goes,
that they have been sheltered from the
judgment in thig world by the blood of
Christ, who have not in heart and walk
come out of the world; and yet there
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may be a great deal of sentimental piety
in their expressions. This is referred
to and forbidden in the sentence, ‘¢ Eat
not of it raw, nor sodden at all with
water.”’

When I have entered in any measure
into what Christ bore at the hand of
God on account of sin, I have too deep
a sense of His greatness every way to
speak or think of Him in any way but
the profoundest appreciation. There
will be no levity nor familiarity in my
feelings or words, and I shall testify of
my sense of what He has endured by
abandoning the place and people which
had exposed me to judgment. Hence,
¢“ Thus shall ye eat it, your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff
in your hand;’ in every way ready to
leave Egypt. This step indicates the
experience that I am not only clear of
the judgment, but of the place where I
was exposed fo judgment.

After T have been sensibly clear of
judgment, the blood of Christ having
averted from me the judgment of God,
for He had said, ¢ When I see the blood
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I shall pass over”’—I have still farther
to learn how the Lord Jesus Christ in
His death laid low the power of death,
gsilenced every foe, and has placed me
through His resurrection in peace and
righteousness in the presence of God.
Now this is set forth in the passage of
the Red Sea. This represents thedeath
of Christ more asg it is in Psalm xxi1.,
where every power, every thing against
us wag encountered by Him ; and after
enduring to the lowest point, even to
the dust of death, He was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father.
He has not only intercepted judgment
by the shedding of His blood, but He
has 1n such perfect holiness encountered
everytlung againgt ug, and glorified God
therein, that He has been raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father.
When 1 pass through the Red Sea in
the experience of my soul, I enter into
the resurrection of Christ; and this is
Exodus xv.—the song. The song 1is
simply my joy of heart on tasting of the
victory of Christ. ¢I {riumph in thy
trinumphs, Lord.” Wherever Y see Him,
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T enjoy the place as my own, for He has
secured it for me. I have reached
through the Spirit the great fact that
peace has been secured in righteousness.
‘““ Righteousness and peace have em-
braced each other.” There is nothing
. to bar the one from the other, They
¢t kigs,”’ because in eternal nearness and
affection. Thus deliverance 18 now ex-
perimentally reached. Consequently
the First Epistle of Peter is now en-
tered on as the experience of the soul.
There is *“a lively hope by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
There is a looking forward to the ‘¢ un-
fading inheritance reserved for us in
heaven.”” This is the first thing, and it
runs through the psalm or song. The
next is the sense awakened consequent
on deliverance, that there should be a
habitation here for God. How could
any one really sensible of, and happy in,
the deliverance which Christ has wrought
for him, be content here without a
place for God? The sense of perfect
deliverance, the enjoyment of peace and

righteousness before God, awakens in
L 2
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the soul the necessity for a habitation
here for God. This is the second ex-
perience in the song, also dwelt on in
1 Peter ii.

The third is that we are going on to
His holy habitation : ¢ Thou shalt bring
them in, and plant them in the moun-
tain of thine inheritance, in the place,
O Lord, which thou hast made for thee
to dwell in ; in the sanctuary, O Lord,
which thy hands have established.” It
ig with this experience we enter the wil-
derness. Miriam and the women chant-
ing the chorus indicate the strength and
fulness with which the affections are
in it.

The first experience in the wilderness
(chap. xv. 22) ig, that there is no water
there, and when the water is found, it
is Marah. It is infolerable to man’s
nature, and can only be made sweet by
the introduection of a tree, which repre-
sents the crogs, When I enter on my
wilderness journey, I find nothing here
but the same water which drowned the
Egyptiang—it wag the water of the Red
bea, Man naturally cannot drink of it ;
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but the cross of Christ introduced into
the circumstances here makes all sweet.
My selfishness is silenced in the cross,
and I see the ordering of God in wis-
dom for me ; so, instead of murmuring,
I ptactically approve of the necessity of
terminating my link to all Egyptian
pleasures; and all that in me for
which Christ suffered. It is not that
I am dead with Christ (that is an
experience farther on) but in the wil-
derness, ‘“if need be in heaviness
through manifold temptations,” and yet
we can have here ‘¢joy unspeakable,
and full of glory.” And, finally, as
there was once an Elim in the wilder-
ness, 80 there 1s now in the dearth here,
a sense of how Christ can make the
heart perfectly satisfied in this dry and
barren land, where no water is, even
as when in person with His disciples,
here they could say they ¢lacked no-
thing.”
(To be continued.)
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types in the Old Testament, might know
the sin-offering, but the ram of burnt-
offering is quite another thing; and, as
in the offering for consecration, it was
offered up whole. Christ is in the pre-
gence of God, raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, and this 1s the
nature and measure of an acceptance, of
which we cannot know, unless we know
Christ where He is; and if we do not
know this acceptance, how can we walk
acceptably here ? Moses cannot set up
the tabernacle until he has seen it in
perfection. A gardener cannot grow an
exotic, in any way in keeping with its
beauty, unless he has seen it growing in
its natural climate ; and thus I account
for the small and meagre representation
of Christ on earfh; because many of
the most pious, and devoted, and intel-
ligent are not acquainted with Him where
He 18, and have not tasted of their ac-
ceptance there.

In fine, a saint might have the faith
of an Abraham, and not enjoy associa-
tion with Christ in heaven. He might
have the courage of a Daniel, and not
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know union with Christ in heaven, He
might be assured of the forgiveness of
his sing, like the woman in Luke vii.,
and not know that he was united to
Christ in heaven. e might have the
devotedness of a Mary of Bethany, and
the affection of a Mary Magdalene, and
be as sure of heaven as a Simeon or the
thief on the eross, and yet not know
the deep, wondrous effect of being united
to Christ in heaven.

The Lord teach us to see that, as our
standing is immensely higher than any
of the saints who have preceded us,
we are called to surpass them in a
heavenly walk here on the earth, for
His name’s sake.

THOUGHTS ON THE PAULINE
EPISTLES.

ROMANS,

THERE are seven epistles of Paul, which
might be called strictly Pauline, omit-
ting the three addressed to individuals,
and Hebrews, Three of them~—Romans,
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Colossians, and Ephesians—take the in-
dividual believer out of his place in the
Adam family, and unfold his place in
Christ Jesus, step by step. The re-
maining four are various phases of the
assembly’s difficulties and snares (as
the assembly of God) in its course in
time. The three which I have first
named are not addressed to assemblies
as such ; but each has a line of its own,
perfect in 1tself. XEach, moreover, re-
quires the remaining two to be grasped
by the soul, ere the beauty and depth of
the truth in any one 1s really measured.

The Epistle to the Romans gives us
the gphere where the Holy Ghost 1s pre-
sent while the Lord Jesusis in rejection.
It scoms to me the opening verses of
chapter 1. give us the key to the charac-
tor of the epistle. The gospel of God
is ¢‘concerning his Son (which was
made of the seed of David according to
the flesh, and declared to bs the Son of
God with power, according to the Spirit
of holiness (aywadyy), by the resurrec-
tion of the dead), Jesus Christ our
Lord.” If the dpirit is on a groaning
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earth which 1g ¢¢ made subject to vanity,”
the Son of God, in the power of divine
righteousness, is the new Source of the
race whom He leads onwards through
the desert. There 18 an encrgy below
which is sunitable to the Fountain of life
eternal above. Ag truly and really as
we wers ¢‘ constituted sinners’ (our ac-
tual sinsg the external proof of it, for all
have sinned—see chap. v. 12); so are
wo truly and really ¢ constituted right-
eous,”” as in Him who has beecome 1n re-
gurrection the power of God to us.
Christ Himself, visen in vietor-strength,
18 to be known in the saint (¢hap. viii. 10)
a8 really as he felt the terrible power of
evil in his Adam-state. There is ac-
tual, positive righteousness—not only
justification by faith.

It 18 established in the cross, and
1n virtue of the work done there, it flows
down, with glory in ifs frain, and lifts
Man out of death, and sets Him to be
its own channel from and in glory. That
Man, crucified in weakness, 1s exhibited
as God’s Son in power, according to the
opirit of holiness, And, oh, what g
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fact! every believer ig privileged, in
this same power and energy, to begin
his walk across the wilderness, as
‘““alive unto God in Christ Jesus,”
reckoning himself dead as to the old
man. He may pass through exercise
ere he bows to the facts, already true of
him, before God; but real deliverance
18 known whenever his will really goes.
Whenever he ¢ receives the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteous-
ness,” he has deliverance ¢ through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”” Then 1t is not
only ‘being justified by faith, and
having peace with God, through our
Lord Jesus Christ,” but he enjoys life
in righteousness. It is not only the
sense that he is acquitted of guilt; 1t 1s
much more. He may know this, and
have no sense of power. He may know
the grace wherein he ¢ stands,” but
wall; needs aetual power. When faith
accepts the truth (and it must be faith,
not a mere acceptance of doctrine), the
wing of power is found. I am alive to
God in Christ ; I do not want my will,
having learnt by cxperience what my
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will i9. The process of learning it may
have been painful—and 1s often most so
when the heart is truest; the light ex- ~
poses my ways and thoughts, and 1n-
tense distress may be felt, because of
the deep longing after holiness, with the
gense of powerlessness fo attain to 1it,
because no fruit unto God seems to be
borne ; sin is there—the law of it lead-
ing captive; but at last deliverance
comes. This process is often ncedful.
It is the Spirit revealing to us the moral
history of man, from ¥den to the cross ;
and we are brought to repudiate, not
only the evil, but the man who acts it.
In Romans vii, the believer is only on
Old Testament ground. e may be
walking very admirably without, but ho
is miserable ; for he must have the frut
unto holiness now. In chapter viu. ¢ the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”
sots free.

Such is Romans. It is not exactly
the region where the new-creation free
is, it is the place where it bears fruit—
where the body of the saint expresses
the beauty of Christ. He is like Caleb,
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displaying the faet that he /has the
grapes of the land, though bodily in the
wilderness.

In chaptlers i., ii. we see the corrupt
tree of the first Adam exhibited., It is
utterly worthless. It is not only guilty
as responsible to bear fruit ; it is full of
evil sap. The law only exposed these
facts., Glory being the measure now of
everything (chap. iii. 28), propitiation
must be according®. And soitis. In
chapter 1v. David is typical of the guilty
and corrupt tree ; Abraham of the un-
fruitful, or ¢ dry, tree.” Both phases
the excreised soul passes through,
Satanwards, the law of sin; Godwards,
the law of death; both measured by
the God of glory. I, in Adam, have
everything for Satan—nothing for God.
The measure for fruit-bearing i divine
righteousness in glory.

In chapter vi, we have the Jordan
side of the Red Sea. Paul always gives
this for the wilderness. ‘The Jordan
side of the sea touched makes the wil-
derness a desert.

We are not seen as quickened with
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Christ in this epistle, We are alive in
Him to God; our bodies, that is, the
outward vessel as seen on earth alive,
living sacrifices to God. (Chap. xii. 1.)
God’s claims are paramount; then the
gaintg ; then subjection to the powers
that be. We are to be a beautiful
expression of Christ in all things, were
He now on earth, owning Him our Lord.
We put on ¢ the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Now, though this is all on earthly
ground, heavenly resources are needed,
and divine power too. The latter we
ghall find in Colossians. In Romans the
saint learns the mighty resources of
grace, while dawnings of sonship gleam
on his soul meanwhile. He first served
as « duty. Then came the blessed mo-
ment of deliverance. He then becomes
the slave of righteousness (chap. vi. 18),
and an heir of glory. Asto his body, he
18 still in the old scene of sin and death,
but he delights to move on through 1t
for God only. He learned himself
under law ; but when set free by the
truth, he becomes at the same moment a
bondsman fo righteousness. This sphere
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which he thug enters in spirit, is not
unfolded in Romans; we have that in
Ephesians. The Roman Christians were
ready for this liberty ere Paul wrote, as
chapter vi. 17 proves. This epistle only
brings us to the door ; it does not nn-
fold the glories of the house within., If
I caught sight of the inner glories,
without seeing that the blood is before
God’s eye, that the death of the Sin-
bearer 18 mine, and I myself wholly
gone 1 the cross, being permitted to
count myself, my old status, &c. gone in
Him who died and rose again, my pain
would be all the greater, Hence Romans
18 the relief to those saints whose hearts
want liberty, and who are prepared by
the Spirit to rejoice in a work done once
and for ever, |

In chapter x., Paul himself 18 an ex-
ample of an emancipated one—the Liord’s
freeman, and Christ’s bondsman. (1 Cor.
vil. 22.) This ¢ hebrew servant,” thus
set free, has reached ¢“the end of the
law.” It is a positive end— Christ ““ the
Omega.” No other way can the soul
get rid of law. He who was the true
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Antitype of Exodus xxi. is in the house
above, which 1s now Paul’s home. How
dreadful to lower that place, to wish to
have a ¢ Christ after flesh’’ again, or
even to want millennial blessing in the
desert now. He possesses three won-
drous privileges inside ¢‘ the door ;’’ he
gets a new object, a new hope, and a
new place there. The new place 13 the
home, and his heart is there.

But that heart is so large, that it turns
downwards to all the poor ¢ hebrew
servants’”’ on earth. It is, ‘¢ Brethren,
my heart’s desire . . . for Israel isthab
they might be saved.’”” His heart believed
to righteousness-—God’s righteousness :
his lips must confess to salvation.

In chapter xi. he still lets out his
heart. We are like Paul when we long
to see all—absolutely all—our family
(mankind) hear of God’'s love and
grace, because we have been inside the
house of feasting ourselves.

What a blessed place the sainf occu-
pies on earth now! a joint-heir with
Him who served so faithfully His God
below. His libertyig ours, ag to spirif,
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now, in life and righteousness: as to
body, it will be so very soon. Our
wretched state He ended in the cross of
shame. How sad when we allow, In
will or act, the old thing (so perfectly
put away before God) to act! What
daily, hourly, dependence we need as
we cross the groaning scene where a
groaning Spirit takes the place of the
““ Man of sorrows.” To have power to
own ourselves ““ subject to vanity,” is a
greater thing, after all, than mere doc-
trine can afford. The blessed One of
Liunke ii. took this place : He had power
to do so. Coming out about ‘¢ His
Mather’s business,” He first diselaimg
all interference from earthly control—
the conscious Heir and loved One in the
house. Then He goes down to be
“* gubject unto them” whom He ac-
knowledged still as His parents,

May we know where the power 1is
found for this going down. Then we
are content, ‘“ having food and raiment ;"
and we can refuse all the glory of this
Cain-world. |

e A
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FROM EGYPT 10O CANAAN,
( Continued from page 299,)

Tare wilderncss has been entered and
we have learned on the oune hand to
ovércome our own selfishness in the
cross, and on the other, to find abun-
dant resources in Christ. DBut for the
journey through the wilderness wao
require

Tur Manna.

This secene becomes a wilderness to
the gaint the moment he is dependent
on God for everything, and finds that
he must not any longer furn to the
world for help and countenance. As I
am really dependent, I feed on Christ
in His walk here—the one perfectly
dependent Man on earth-—and this is
the Manna. If is a supply accorded to
each waiting soul, prior to every cvent
here. When we are truly dependent,
we are furnished with grace for the
coming need before the demand eomes.

VOL. XI. i

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)

899 A VOICE TO THE TFAITHFUL,

Hence the Israelites were to begmn the
day gathering the manna. At early
dawn before the sun rose, before the
day was really entered on, they were to
be provided beforchand. If not pro-
vided before the sun rises, before the
influences here begin to act, then the
manna ‘“ melts;”’ there is a weakening
of the supply, beeause it is interfered
with by the influences which rule here.
Ifach of us should begin our day, and
cvery dcfinite course, in the assured
faith, that Christ Himself as He walked
here, 1s enough for us. Of course I
must be in union with Him where He
i8, to receive of Hig grace to walk here
as He walked; but 1t 1s of greal moment
that I should enter on my daily course,
with the sense of posscssing 1n Him
everything adequate for the exigencics
of 1it. True, like the Israelites, I must
draw on my store in the course of
the day, but then I know it is there,
I am not looking for supplies, I am sure
of them ; though I do not use them,
but as I require them, Now affer the
Mannd comes
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Tur Smrrrex RockK.

I do not dwell on how the distress of
the Israelites gave occasion to the re-
sources of God. I wish only to trace
the experiences in the journey. ¢ They
drank of that spiritual rock that followed
them, and that rock was Christ.”” Not
only had they manna, but water too;
both I apprehend are expressed in the
words of our Lord, ¢ He that cometh to
me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth in me sghall never thirst.”
The water is the energy of the Spirit of
God, and henece as has been said, as
soon as the Spirit is acting (as we see
in 1 John, where the Spirit 1§ spoken
of), then we are told to “try the
spirits.”” So the next thing we have is,
¢“ Then came Amalek and fought with
Israel.” Satan counter plots. This ig
the ¢ fiery trial” which is to try us;
Satan desiring to have us that he may
sift us as wheat ; the trials of the wil-
derness, ag we find in 1 Peter, for we
are all along in the wilderness in that
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epistle. Now Amalek is triumphed over
by dependence on the grace of Christ,
in a twofold way, namely, intercession
and resistance. His grace in us leads
us into both. We come to the throne
of grace and we obfain merecy and find
help for every time of need. We resist
the devil ; ¢ whom resist steadfast in the
faith ;”’ grace for us, and grace in us,
Christ securing the one for us, and the
Spirit in the virtue of it leading us to
present vietory; I am learning, ¢ If
God be for me who can be against me 9"
but I am made sensible at the time that
my help comes from God and that I
have to resist the devil,

Tae LAw AND THE TABERNACLE,

It is not easy to define the experi-
ences which arise from the giving of the
law and the tabernacle ; yet every man of
God in the wilderness, is taught that he,
as a man, cannot meet the law of God,
though in his inner man he delights in
it. He finds that ¢“when the command-
ment came, sin revived and I died.”
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This is properly the experience of
Romans vil. ; a very trying experience
from which one suffers in the wilder-
ness ; for there is no real deliverance
until one enters into resurrection-life ;
thence into Canaan. Now with the
law which exposed man’s incompetence
to meet the mind of God, the tabernacle,
the figure of the true, was given, setting
forth God’s purpose in grace, as we see
in Hebrews, for those who could not by
any sacrifice which they could procure
reach to. So that when sin abounded
grace did much more abound; the
extreme of man’s distance and guilt
exposed by the law on the one hand,
and on the other, the greatness of the
sphere to which grace elevates the one
hopelessly econdemned by the law, Like
the thief on the cross, consigned to death
and judgment by the law, yet through
grace fo be that day in the third heaven.

Tag GorpEN CALrF AND THE GLORY
or Gob.

It 13 intended that we should be
warned by the failures of Israel. While
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Moges is on the mount, obtaining
ingtruetion respecting the tabernacle,
Aaron, to quiet the people and to min-
ister to their natural religion (natural
religion represents God by something
vigible) sets up the golden calf. There
18 one great fact repeatedly impressed
on us by the experiences of Israelin the
wilderness, how utterly weak man is fo
live for God in the wilderness. Repre-
senting the invisible God in some form
either by idol or priestly assumption
has deprived the camp of the tabernacle
of God, but it has also discloged the
glory of His grace, so that the people of
God see the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. With man the law wag
broken before the tables of it were
recelved; now this, while it necessitated
the rejection of the camp as the place of
the tabernacle : for God could not dwell
according to fixed arrangement when
1dolatry in any form had been set up.
He could not be subjected to a fixed
rule, or be in a secondary place. But
beside this when Moges comesg again
with the tables hig face shone with the
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glory of God; thug intimating that
while on earth the dwelling place of
God would be apart from all human
arrangement, yet the glory of (od in
the face of a Man, the Son of the
Ifather, would be the measure of our
acceptance 1n righteousness before Him.
How wondrously man’s most grievous
failore gives an opportunity for the
mantfestation of the grace of God!

Tare Quains, or ReMEMBERING Eavpr.,

This is one of the most painfal ex-
periences we have 1n our journey
through the wilderness. How hum-
bling- after we have set out in depen-
dence upon God, and have partaken of
the manna—the bread of lLifc—that we
should remember the luxuries of Koypt!
““ We remember the fish, which we did
cat in Egypt frecly; the cucumbers,
~and the melons, and the lecks, and the
onions, and the garlick.” (Num. xi. 9.)
We may censure Israel, but alas! 1t 1s
too truc a picture of our own hearts, and
these things arc written for our instruc-
tion,
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TurougH I'EAR TURNING BACK INTO
LEeypr,

Now we come to their murmuring;
when terrified by the evil report of
the land, they refused to go up, and
proposed to return to Egypt. Ten of
the spies had given an evil report of
the land, saying, ‘“The land through
which we have gone to search it, is a
land that eateth up the inhabitants
thereof, and all the people that we saw
in it are men of a grecat stature. And
there we saw tho giants, the sons of
Anak, which come of the giants; and
we were in our own sight as grasshop-
pers, and so we were in their sight.”
(Num. xur 82, 88.) This ig sct forth
as a fatal failure, there is no leaving the
wildernesy after this, Their carcases
fell in the wilderncss. 1 conclude that
cvery saint now (for every believer now
has a heavenly calling), who turns to
Iigypt instead of to Canaan, falls in the
wilderness and doesnot taste of Canaan
here, He never tastes of the joys of

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)
FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN, 829

heaven while he is here-——he has never
been true to his calling. Worse still is
the case of those, such as we read of
in the Hebrews, who surrender their
heavenly hope, drawn away by worldly
advantage or deterred by the difliculties
which threaten them if they attempt to
be true to the calling of God. Surely
we have seen how thelr course has been
terminated in humiliation.

Tur Brazen SEeERPENT AND THE WELL
or Gob.

We now come to the end of the wil-
derness, and as we find in Numbers xxi.
king Arad tho Canaanite fought with
Israel. A saint in the wilderness stand-
mg, 18 never equal to the difficulties
belonging to the heavenly standing.
Still though the Liord wvouchsafes to
them a great victory, and they call the
name of the place Hormah, they are not
up to the wars of Canaan in the wilder-
ness, and they are not satisfied with
manna. No oneis ever rcally able to
walk In the grace of Christ, as He wag
on cartly, who 1s not raised up with Him,

M 2
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and because of His power thusacquired
able to walk here cven as He walked.
Christ humbled Himself ; and I must be
in Ilis resurrcction power before I can
be 1 the marvellous place of Christ in
humiliation on earth, which is the manna.,
However, now comes out the irremedi-
able nature of man’s alienation from
God. After thirty-nine years of the
most unparalleled daily care and pro-
vision of God for them 1n the wilderness,
they spake against God, and His servant
Moses. They glaringly testify, ¢ In me,
that 1s 1n my ilesh, dwelleth no good
thing.”” The perfect kindncess of God
for them, waiting on them day by day
for thirty-nine years, has failed to evoke
a good tceling in their hearts towards
Him; on the contrary, they spake
agmnst Hun and s scrvant. DMan’s
nature is proved irretricvable as we find
in John 1., He would not commit Him-
sclf to man because He know what was
in man.  The trial of man, so to speak,
18 over. It 13 po lomger works now,
beeause he 1s manifestly incompetent
and hence must be lost cxeept for

A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)



A Voice to the Faithful 11 (1877)
PAULINE EPISTLES. 381

grace. Therefore, fiery serpents are
sent among the people, and they bit the
people. They are made sensible of
their real state because of the old ser-
~ pent, the devil; and now, writhing
under the sense of a poisoned, embit-
tered life, grace comes in, and the
brazen serpent is set up, so that he that
looked lived. As we find 1t in John ii1.,
“ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up; that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life.”

(To be continued.)

THOUGHTS ON THE PAULINE
EPISTLES.

K PHESIANS,

In the Epistle fo the Romans, Christ
has passed into a new world ; but weare
not there. We are supplied and in-
vigorated from the sphere in which He

dwells. He hag reached the eighth day
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-—rigsen out of the place where the chil-
dren were partakers of flesh and blood,
He taking part of the same. DBut we
are still passing on through the ¢ seven
days’’ of time. (Exod. xxi1. 80; Lev.
xxii. 27.) We are buried with Him by
baptism to death—in the wilderness,
without its Sinai, and sustained from
glory—carried along in spirit, through
the trials cf the way, so that we can
‘“ glory in tribulations.” Such 18 the
character of the one who 1is justified by
faith, having peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, enjoying the
justification of life—the power of right-
eousness «ctually known in the vessel on
earth,

Ephesians gives us the heavenly Man,
where we are manifested in God’s pre-
sence.  We are scen ¢n Him in heavgn,
oceupying our place there—sgeated in
the heavenlies : consequently we are in
conflict with the devil and his host
there ; whereas, in Romans, we press on
through the world where Satan is en-
throned, still under the government of

God.
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Ag we open this hlessed epistle, we
launch out into the full measure of our
place and portion. We pass beyond
the ‘“ seven days;’ and, as risen with
Christ, being co-quickened with Him in
the same righteousness (2 Cor. v. 21),
we can, as worshippers say—* Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in heavenly
places in Christ, according as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and -
without blame before him in love.” We
are seen as n the perfeet offering of
Leviticus xxil, 17-22 in ¢‘the offering
made by fire to Jehovah,’’ in the fat.

Romans gave us state and character,
as those who are set in Christ Jesus,
Ephesiang gives us our place and mea-
sure of blessing. Hence, though the
former epistle only unfolds our pilgrim-
place on earth, we need ‘¢ the truth as it
is in Jesus’’ and the power of Ephesiansg,
to give tone and energy there. So
while the body moves onwards in the
scene where the Holy Ghost is and
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where Christ 13 not, the new-creation
light and glory of the new Man who,
¢ according to God 18 created in right-
eousness and holiness (ostorys™) of
truth,” can be known.

In chapter 1. it is well to note that all
18 tndividual t1ll the last verses. It is
not ¢“the body and the Head :” 1t is
‘“the Head and the body.” Do we not
often forget this ? Is not the corporate
place of the saint sometimes pressed on
the seeker after truth in a way which
makes him at lagt only too clear in a
natural way as to the fact of there being
one church of God; the living person
of Christ being overlooked-—the con-
straining Him (Luke xxiv.) to come in
and draw us up to His own sphere ?
This not only brings weakness in our
souls, but actually obliges us to have to
retrace our steps; for we shall have to
discover that knowing truth as a dogma

* This word is not the usual one rendered
holiness in the New Testament, The adjectiveis
used for *“ the sure mercies of David,” in Acts,
As another has said, it has more the thought of
oi than of salf, (See Lukei. 73.)
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will not do, however correctly we may

have received it. The natural mind may
take in thoughts of right order—get
ideas of unity, just discipline, &c.; but
when the living power of Him who
subsists in divine righteousness comes
in, the natural man must wholly retire,
and we see the cross to be his end. It
18 the Head we are told to hold, in
seripture. To find Him—know Him,
is indeed individual. Ience, in chapter
1., the eyes of our heart are opened that
we ‘“ who believe,” may know the power
in Him towards us. Then, as we gaze
on the glorified One, as sons and e¢o-
heirs, we are told of the body of which
He is Head, and Head over all things to
it. We come from Him first.

I may remark that, from verse 8-12,
we have counsel truth—+true, of ecourse,
of all believers as in Him ; but from
verse 13, we have the divine energy—
the well of water, by which we con-
sciously enter into it all. It 1s “JIn
whom also . . . . ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of promise.”” Natural
intelligence will not do. And if the fresh-
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ness of this ¢ living water” be not un-
grievedly kept up, the abstract truth of
the first part of the chapter may be-
come the possession of Laodicea. Oh,
how carefully the Holy Spirit of promise
—the seal of redemption and the ear-
nest of our inheritance, must be owned
as dwelling in us, if we want an un-
dimmed eye and consciously realised
power to live in the present enjoyment
of our place above,

The action of the Spirit is always a
present living thing now. It is indi-
vidual knowledge of the measure of our
place and blessing in Christ and union
with Him first ; then ¢ the church which
is his body, the fulncss of him that
filleth all in all.”” Lord, give us to own
that a divine Person is servant (Gen.
xxiv.) to the Man who was raised by
the power of God when crucified in
weakness. Thus the joy and vigour of
life in Thee shall be a constant now
in us.

But we “ who believe’-—whence canie
we 2 We, who, as raised up with
Christ, can knowthe exceeding greatness
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of the Father of glory's power? We
were ‘‘dead In trespasses and sins.”
This is the picture in chapter 1. It
wag first the Head ; thenthe body. So
it is, first the Christ of God in all His
glory and beauty, and we seen enriched
in Him where He is; then the awful
place in which we lay as to power
Godwards to help ourselves, or, if a
question of walk—moving on in the
world in the wicked one.

Here, the ¢ dogs,’” the Gentiles must
appear, they who were ¢ far off.”” The
Rahabs must come in in sovereign grace,
as the new-creation host rise out of
Jordan. Such are Jew and Gentile in
this chapter. Not only is ¢ the middle
wall of partition’ gone—peace between
them made by the blood ; but a new man
1s forming in new-creation; one body
formed by the Holy Ghost, with its
flead in glory, s on earth. The indi-
viduals who become members of that
one body, were washed, sanctified,
justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God, as in
Romans ; but that which the Holy Ghost
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hag formed, since the Head i8 in heaven,
is a wholly new thing. Such is the
theme of chapter iii. Paul cannot have
a gospel which does not bring out ¢ the
unsearchable riches of Christ"”’—un-
folding the mystery hid in God from
eternity,

Then follows the second prayer. The
first was for the Lnowledye of the power
usward, that we might leave, like the
eaglets, our nests below, and have con-
fidence to soar away to our own place,
as in Christ. The apostle had spoken
of ¢“the riches of the glory,” now he
prays that, accordig to those riches, we
may have power in us to take in the
fulness of God—to be ¢ beside ourselves”
in ¢ the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height of it ;”’ to be eagles in might,
since we have ‘¢ boldness’ because of
the work done, and ‘“access’” by the
Spirit. (Heb. x.19, 20 ; Eph. 1ni. 12.)

In Romans, 1t was the results of
‘“ our bodies washed with pure water,”
as buried by baptism to His death,
Here it 1s the sphere which the heart,
‘ gprinkled from an evil conscience,”
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enters. The heart is my person as to
affection, where my treasure s, like the
swallow at home in God’s altars, in
Psalm Ixxxiv., The body is my person
where my treasure is not, finding all a
desert below, yet going on my way re-
joleing ; because, set free from law, and
the unfruitful scene, and earthly care, I
canrejoice as I work righteousness. (See
Is. Ixiv, 5 ; Acts viii. 39.) A nest in
glory—a wilderness, aye, even a tomb,
on earth. Abraham could aford to buy
one, when he was blessed in ¢ the
mount of Jehovah.”

After the parenthesisof chapteriil., the
saint is sent down to own (iv.), in the
scene of Satan’s defeat, the unity of the
Spirit. Verse 4 gives us the fact of a
new-creation thing formed by the Holy
Ghost, being on earth; and verse 5
connects us with the sphere of Romans.
The outward vessel—the body, as under
the Lordship of Christ, will express the
fact that I am a member of that one
body. Verse 6 is widerstill; for God’s
government acts everywhere.

Then follow, not what I might eall
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the grace-gifts given to believers, as in
Romans xii. ; but the person-gifts given
from glory, ¢““for the perfecting of the
saints,” &e. Even the evangeligt is
given for this—not only with a view to
the soul’s safety and meeting its need.

(To be continued.)

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.
THE TWO POWERS.

We must first know our frue calling
before we ean know either the power
for us, or the power against ug, Satan
always suits his power to the position
we occupy. If 1s against the place into
which we are set for (God that he is
opposed, and hence according to the
progress in the true position, there is
a different kind of opposing force.
There is opposifion all along the course;
which even when overcome has not died
out, for if we were in the place where it
could reach us, we should suffer from it
still. Progress, or the power to pass on,
frees us from one form of opposition,
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and though we are exposed to another,
yet we are more agsured of the power
which worketh in us—just as David
was prepared to meet Goliath-—the
enemy in his present position, because
he had cvercome the lion and the bear
in a past and lower one. It is a com-
plete system of opposition from the
beginning to the end. If it be Pharaoh
at the beginuning, it is the Canaanites at
the end; and the one who may have
triumphed over the former—Pharaoh,
may have been compromised by some
other form of Satanic power, or even
by the latter——the Canaanites—as the
Israelites were.

The great distinctive difference be-
tween the leading of God and the oppo-
sition of Satan, ig, the former has little
or nothing visible to assure you ; while
the other, sways you by the imposing
aspect which it presents. Ive surren-
dered faith i1 God, because of what she
saw ; the visible swayed her, and per-
verted her heart from the unseen place
which she had with God. Satan’s
power at first is like a net; there is
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orcat and grand characteristic of our
present calling, and may we In heart
and voice refuse every aid which is not
of the Spirit of God.

“ THAT THE LOVE WHEREWITII
THOU HAST LOVED ME
MAY BE IN THEM.”

At Thy right hand there are pleasures,
There are pleasures for evermore,

In the depths of Thy glory are treasures,
A measureless, priceless store—

O God, we have shared Thy pleasures,
Thy treasures of countless price,

Those joys that no thought can measure,

- For all are Christ.

That cup of Thy love and gladnegs
Has cheered us along the road,
Through ages of sin and of sadness,
Partaking the joys of God.
Through Thy Spirit sent down from heaven,
Thy Christ to our hearts is dear;
The Spirit who tells of Ilis sweetness
Is with us here,
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Thus false as our hearts and faithless,
VWe love Him with love divine—
With a love that 1s true and scathless,

For it is not ours, but Thine.
Thy love from our hearts out-flowing,
Its source in the heavens above,
That love of Thine own bestowing
Iiternal love.

O God, with Thy love we love Him,
And thus are our praises sweet,

A fragrance that {ills the Leavens,
As we fall before His fect.

Our God, of Thine own we give Thee,
And Thine is the golden store.

What are we that we thus can offer,

Can thus adore!

Our heart and our flesh may fail us,
And the mists of sin may rise,

They may hide the land of the glory
IFrom our faithless wandering eyes.

But the Spirit within us fails not, -
For ever to tell of Him.

And IHis face is seen in the glory,

When all is dim,
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In the dungeons and in the deserts,

I1ave Thy saints by the world despised,
With joy untold and unmeasured,

Looked on the face of Christ.
In the torture or in the fire, _

Midst the scorn and the hate of men,
They have scen but the light of Ilis

presence
Aronnd them then.

O Loxd, we adore and we bless Thee,
That we in Thy hands of might,

Are the cliords whereupon Thou malkest,
The musie of Thy delight.

Whercon Thou wilt sound for cver
In wondrous and glorious toue,

The name of Thy Son beloved

His name alone,.

What recksit that cold and worthless,
And wayworn my heart may be,
If the love that came down from Heaven
IFlows back to the Lord from me ?
A glorvious tide of worship,
Unsilenced by sin and by death,
Sweet melody made in the cornet,
By God's own breaths
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(Continued from page 331.)
Tne WELL,

Now we come to Beer; that is, ¢¢the
well whereof the Lord spake unto Moses
saying, Gather the people together, and
I will give them water.” They had
learned that there was life in a look.
He that looked lived. Life is found in
Christ. He is our life when our ruin is
irretrievable, and judgmentisimpending.
He in His death met the enmity and
the avenger, and now he that believeth
in Him hath everlasting life. DBut
though Christ is our life, and He lives
in us, there 18 only power and vigour by
His Spirit dwelling in us. Hence He
says, ¢ Whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall ncver thirst,
but 1t shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.”” It
1s emerging from the wilderness in
divine life that we enter on heavenly
VOL. XI. N
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things, though not yet in the heavenly
standing. This 1s John ii. 12, “If T
have told you earthly things [which 1s
new birth], and ye believe not, how
shall youtbelieve if T tell you of heavenly
things?” As 1 Peter is confined to the
wilderness, so does John's gospel lead
us into hieavenly life, and fit us for our
vocation which the Iipistle to the
LEphesians unfolds, and the book of
Joshua historically typifies. This stage
in the journey is, I might say, the most
important after conversion. If I am
not converted, I am lost., If I am not
across the Red Sea, I have no rest
of soul. But when I have life in
Christ, and the Holy Ghost dwelling in
me, I am conseclously in the new crea-
tion, ontside and apart from all the
wreck and incompetency of Adam, I
have entered on the heavenly life, and
it immeasurably helps and suits me to
lcarn that I am called to a heavenly
standing on the earth, and this Canaan
typifies. However, before the standing
is occupied, therc is a new power of
opposition to be encountered, namely,
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Tae DoctRINE oF BALAAM.

According as we progress we are
assalled and opposced in a new way.
Satan suits his opposition to our par-
ticular state. When we have learned
our portion in Christ, have tasted of the
new creation, the effort of the enemy 1s,
not now as by Awmalek to bar our pro-
gress, ‘but now in a much more subtle
way. It 1s by persuading us that we
are not avoided and shunned as a very
separate and peculiar people, which
geparation the new ereation imperatively
imposes on us; but that the world
would like our company. We are in-
vited to their feasts, and to eat of things
offered to idols; though we be not idol
worshippers, we become leavened, and
eventually lose our distinet place, and
be as one of them,

We have geen how we cannot fight
heavenly battles in only a wilderness
standing, and woe now find that though
in the enjoyment of heavenly life, we
cannot resist earthly society and the
leaven of false worship, unless we are
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in our true calling in Canaan. And here
let it be remarked that this doctrine of
Balaam which was so successful in
beguiling the children of Israel, after
they had tasted of the greatness of
God’s gifts—Iife and the well of water,
in type, life in Christ and the indwelling
Spirit, were of the same character with
that which led to their being carried
captive into Babylon. The only remedy
or resource in a case of this kind is the
conduct of Phinehas, the priest serving
with the sword. He stood up and
executed judgment, and the plague was

stayed,
JORDAN.

We now come to Canaan ; and as we
- have learned that we are 1 Christ, and
the well of water in us springing up
into everlasting life; so now we learn
in Jordan that we are dead with Christ.
We are practically entering into what
has been acquired for us, we do not get
title by experimental knowledge, but we
make our calling sure as we become ac-
quainted with what has been given to us,
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We have seen that the eonscious posses-
sion in type of the heavenly position
does not place a man superior to the
fagscination of human society here—
which was the snare of the doctrine of
Balaam. DBut now because of the sus-
ceptibility of the flesh, 1t is necessary in
order that the heavenly man may enjoy
a heavenly standing (that which Canaan
represents) he must die : and this Jor-
dan typifies. It is plain that if we were
in our graves there would be an end to
the susceptibility of the flesh, Hence
many have interpreted Jordan to be the
death of the body. It is perfectly true
that there is no way of being or of
retaining a heavenly standing on the
earth, but as one 1s dead to what is
simply carnal, not merely in a bad sense,
but in every sense, and as we could
not be heavenly men on the earth if this
interpretation were strictly literal, there
must needs be another which must meet
fully all that the first included because
less could not be ; that 1s, Adam must be
dead in order that the heavenly standing
may be enjoyed. What force or influ-
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ence would Balaam’s doetrine have had
on Israel, had they been dead 2 Hence
Jordan is death—our death with Christ;
and 1n it we are introduced into what
we galn by dying with Him. What we
lose 1s not the subject at all before us.
We are in Jordan passing through the
lagt barrier into Canaan., We are oceu-
pied therein with all the blessing which
acerues to ug, as we become clear of
every thing which would bar us from
the heavenly place. We learn three
great things in Jordan. First, we see
Christ in death, glorifying God as the
ark of the covenant, and the water all
gone, our death all gone, for the One
who glorified God, has cleared every
thing of judgment quite away, occupying
the place to the glory of God; so that
death has a new aspect for us. It
invites us, and we enter it as a friend,
and not as a judgment,

The second thing learned in Jordan
18 the absolute prominence in which the
heart there finds the Saviour, ¢ This
day will I begin to magnify thee in the
sight of all Isracl.” When Adam, our
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old state, is sensibly brought to a close,
surely Christ then must be magnified
and be entirely before us. At the death-
beds of believers we find how simply
and execlusively the soul is entranced
with Jesus. There is no rival then to
claim any of the attention which is so
truly due to Him and Him only. And
it must be so; for as Christ in His
death has freed me of everything as a
man which barred me from Him ; now
that I am sensibly freed through His
death, it follows that I am occupied
with Him only.

The third thing is the sense of power
which is reached at the moment of our
greatest wedkness as men. What ig
called a triumphant death exemplifies it:
““ Hereby shall ye know that the living
(God is among you; and that he will
without fail drive out from before you
all your foes.”” The power of God has
reached us in our extremity. In our
own death it would have been judgment
just and eternal which would have
overtaken us. But now, in Chrisk's
death, which is Jordan; we are dead;
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and the power which raised Christ from
the dead 1s toward us to place us in the
same elevation; and it is according as
we know the action of this power on
our behalf, that we are enabled boldly
and assuredly to declare, that this power
i more than a match for any and every
power or force which can be levelled
against us. Thus in Jordan we enter
experimentally into our death with
Christ, and find every barrier to the
heavenly standing gone, because the
Adam-state which links us with the
other side of it i3 ended for us in the
death of Christ; so that death, as {for
Simeon, or Stephen, or Paul, is the
door for us into glory, and not as it
once was, the dark raecing flood of

judgment.
(To be continued.)

THOUGHTS ON THE PAULINE
EPISTLES.

Erpesians.— Continued,

When the question of walk 1s con-
sidered, the picture of humanity 1is
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darker than in the other epistles. The
devil is the prince and god of the world.
In the midst of this darkness, shines
out the new Man, It is new creation.
We are not seen as there, even in
Colossiang, though ¢“ meet” to go thither.
The old man is wholly put off and laid
aside ¢‘ as the truth is ¢n Jesus.” The
new man is in Him created, after God,
““1n righteousness and true holiness;”
righteousness, as in power and place in
God, to sustain us in light and glory
where He is ; holiness, becausc He sub-
sists in heavenly grace and mercy forus
there—*‘¢ the sure mercies of Dawvid”
centred in Him. Hence, ¢‘ he that follow-
eth after righteousness and merey find-
eth life, righteousness and honour” (or
glory), Proverbs xxi. 21. Thus we see
owr side of the new Man—as a throne
of grace ; and God’s side, the Fountain
of life and righteousness.

In chapter v., as brought to God, I
am to move on in the chaos below-—
once more ‘“ without form and void, and
darkness upon the face of the deep.”
Such 15 1t to me. Man's Worl‘d has

N 4
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passed away, and God’s world 1s enfered
by the new Man—we seated there in
Him. We are thus above all its evil,
children of light ; but ¢ Fear and trem-
bling’’ is needed, as to our walk here, in
perfect dependence on our God and
Father. He is love and light for us.
The touch of this world is contaminating
even though it be only the ¢ unfrustful”
or harmless side of it. lIence, even its
philanthropic and reformatory move-
ments I withdraw from entirely. As
‘light,” I reprove, and nothing does so
more silently than light, The sun never
proclaims what it does (Ps. xix.) and
never took anything from man yet. It
18 o silent giver. Such are the heirs set
free, as inside the door, in the house.
They come ¢ out from God.” (2 Cor. v,
18-21; Eph. ii. 10.) As in Luke vi.,
we come, like ¢ the dayspring from on
high.” We began ¢ poor’” (ver. 20),
and lo! we come to earth, ¢the sons
of the Highest,” and hear the message
to us, * GHve, and it shall be given unto
you, good measure, pressed down, and

shaken together, and running over,
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ghall be given into your bosom,” (ver.
38) to give again. Dwelling in love, I
come ag one knowing God’s heart even
in such a scene around me.

But am I to repudiate everything on
earth ? Nay, though Satan’s world ig
rampant, (his power and himself an-
nulled) and I have died to sin and the
world, the Creator’s work is still to be
owned. The relationships He hag formed
for me, or permits, I am fully to ac-
knowledge. Hence, though I am, in
spirit, the Lord’s frece man, every rela-
tionship 1s owned under Him. We
shall even find these relationships have
their counterparts or similitudes in
.heaven, and I am to own them below.
The child can own the father: I have a
I'ather above. The wife, the husband:
the Liord nourishes the chureh. The ger-
vant, the master; the Master is in heaven.
But all fictitious orderings of man, I
refuse, seeing Satan at the bottom, The
creature is still ¢ good,” though sub-
ject to vanity. (See 1 Tim, iv. 4.) But
‘“ the fruit of the light is in all goodness,

righteousness and truth,”
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In chapter vi., it 18 not man’s world
in death, darkness, and corruption, and
alive in Batan : it ig the spirit-world of
him who probably ruined this very earth,
ere 1t became the abode of, and was re-
constructed for man. We mnot only
press onwards through the ocean of evil
below; but we rise wpwards and claim
present enjoyment of our place in the
heavenlies. We find *“ wicked spirits”
are there, but we have a panoply
which Adam never possessed.

The ending of this Fpistle is in accord-
ance with the whole. It is ¢ Grace be
with all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in incorruptibility.”” True grace
18 ever in love, but the latter may be
mixed with mere sentiment-—may seek to
know ¢¢ Chrigt after flogh” only. Iiven
a Mary of Bethany must have nature
sifted. The power of incorruption must
test our affections that grace may be
with us. Much of the ideality of the
pietism of the present day, will be
tried, as the ¢ voice’”’ of the One who
knocks in Laodicea, 18 heard, and we
¢ open the door.,”” The love in Phila-
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delphia is tried by the Living One in
new-creation light in Laodicea. He 18
‘“ the strength of our heart.”

Thus we see, in this epistle, the
sphere where we are set in Christ in
new creation. It ig the display of the
Head, and we in Him, in the lLight
and glory of heaven. I believe even the
quickening in this epistle takes in our
changed bodies hereafter; all 1s seen
accomplished in the One of purpose and
counsel. How the cross has triumphed !
““ The Lorp is a MAN of war, the Lorp
18 his name,”’

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.

THE IIEAVENLY MAN IN THE
WILDERNESS,

THE calling of the saint now is heavenly;
but as he 1s on the earth, his experiences
are necessarily how grace forms and se-
parates him from what is simply natural
to him, and enables him to be true to
his new standing in a scene to which he
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more those who know so much less of
the power of the Spirit of God ? Every-
one, according as he is enlightened, if
he walks in the light, would see that he
wag called to new exercises and that he
required help from the Lord in a way
unknown before. If he becomes indif-
ferent to these new trials ; that 1s, if
they have not the effect of continuing
and promoting his dependence, he is
allowed to discover his weakness by
some open failure. Jacob returns to
Canaan, and while he is dependent, is
greatly succoured there ; but as soon as
he 1s relieved of the presence of Esau,
he essays to settle down and enjoy him-
self, ag if the rest had fully come. He
is not irreligious, nor does he surrender
any truth which he had learned, but he
is not dependent ; he loses sight of the
true way for a heavenly man on the
earth, which is eontinued dependence
and not calculating that the day of trial
and exercige 18 over, and that he can
now derive everything from the earth,
This lagt ig not the way of a heavenly
man on the earth, but Jacob so calcu-
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lated, and, 1 consequence, he wag
subjected to the deepest sorrow at Sha-
lem. The wickedness of the flesh in its
worst forms was disclosed there, and
the heavenly man has to exclaim, 1
shall be destroyed, I and my father’s
house.”” From the depths of weakness
and humiliation, he has to ery unto God,
and when he has reached Bethel, greater
sorrows, but more personal ones, await
him. Thus we see, that according as
we advance into the greatness of our
new position in Christ, the more, as we
are really honest and happy therein, are
we subjected to trials here, to keep us
in dependence which is the frue condi-
tion for the children of God.

BEARING ABOUT THE DYING OF
JESUS,

In Colossians 1ii. 3, the fact 18 stated ;
‘“ Yo are dead.” In Romans vi.11, the
exhortation founded upon this is given.
‘“ Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead.”
In 2 Corinthians iv, 10, the doctring of
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Colossians 1ii. 18 fully carried into prae-
tice, ¢ always bearing about in the body
the dying of Jesus.,” Not here ¢ the
Lord Jesus,” but the name which marks
His lowliness, humiliation, and suffer-
ing. The doctrine of Cologsians 1iil.
must be received ; then comes the reck-
oning of Romans vi., and this results in
the full blegsing of 2 Corinthians iv.
Faith accepts Colosgsians iil. ; but there
is an active principle in Romans vi.
¢ Reckon ”’ 1s8a command to the believer,
and when temptation or trial oceurs, the
mind, heart, thought, all that is within,
being acted upon by the Spirit, angwers
to the injunction, and he passes through
all, as one that 1s dead. In Romans vi.
there is through the Spirit, an effort of
the mind, but where this effort i3 made
upon every oceasion upon which the
flesh would act, the character of all that
13 of the flesh becomes more and more
easlly discerned, and the judgment of
1t more and more immediate ; hence,
the active principle of Romans vi. re-
sults in the more passive condition of
2 Corinthians iv. That which required
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the effort of reckoning, becomes the
habit of the mind, like as in Hebrews
v. 14, those who are of full age or per-
teet are named as those who by reason
of use (or habit) have their senses exer-
cised to discern between good and evil.
Things, which as temptations, it may
have been necessary for the Christian,
when in full health and strength, to
withstand, will not only have no power,
but will not even affect him when on his
death-bed. When in his full strength,
it may have been necessary for him to
have more actively responded to the in-
junction in Romans vi.; but that which
was a temptation when in health ceases
to be such to the dying man.

The fulness of the verse in 2 Corin-
thians 1v. may be 1n a measure discerncd
by setting before the mind, the life of
some very godly separated Christian,
and then the death of such a one. If
things that tempt most belicvershad no
eifect upon such a one in his life, what
would be the life of any of us, if we were
bearing about in our body, not the life,
but the dying of such a one ? The verse
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howevoer in 2 Corinthians iv. goes far
beyond the death-bed of the most sepa-
rated Christian. It it nothing less than
bearing about in the body the dying of
Jesus. It was this death working in
Paul, that worked for lifc or blessing to
the Corinthians.

«1 COME QUICKLY.”

Tur conviction grows deeper and deeper
upon my soul that the Lord is coming
quickly, and that His Father and God
15 separating a people down here to
meet Him at His coming. Happy they
who, alive and seeing Him, will be able
to say, ¢ This i3 our God for whom we
have waited.” And if I love anyone
down here, no wish can be'so good for
them, as that they may be ready in
heart and in their circumstances to
welcome Him ;—have nothing about
them practically ineconsistent with the
hope, and be inwardly so that they can
amalgamate with the scene then open
to them., The body will be echanged,
all 1ts death lost; but Dbesides this, we
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may be in such a state as to find nothing
lost but that which we have curbed and
strunggled against ; selfishnessforinstance
cannot cross the border, nor self-confi-
dence. But these things we may have
got the mastery of here, and if so, they
are our plague and vexation now (for
the root in us ever ready to crop up),
but when He comes, no law of sin in
our members to be watched against, and
kept under. If we are not vietors here
over these, and everything unlike and
contrary to the Lord, humbling will be
the first thought (for the power of the
presence of Christ must be that); but
the second thought, humbling is the
folly which had kept us going on still
with the old self and allowing it liberty.
But besides this readiness being surcly
the blessing of those for whom He
comes, there is another truth ; and that
is, He ought to have a people waiting
for Him, and the Father must think He
18 worthy of this., The closing of the
book of Revelation always leaves the
impression on my soul that there is to be
such. Some would build onthisthe needs
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be of a lapse of time between to-day and
the time when such a people (not found
now on earth) could be found; but
this is a fallacy. If the Lord were
coming at one o’clock to-day, His Spirit
could awaken thousands who are His
in one place even, to the truth,—* He is
coming back,” and that from among
those who never thought aboutit. They
would not be at home 1n the subject,
nor practically their lives made ready
for it ; but ag those who were to be alive
and waiting for Ilim, they might have
a childlike joy in expecting Him.

May we go on with the full bright
light and joy of being victors through
Christ.
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