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A Boice to the Faithful.

suneyuutR e ——

INTRODUCTION.

BeLovep 1§ THE LoRrbp,

In offering to you a monthly
paper (if the Lord will), under the
title of “ A Voice 10 THE FArruruoL,”
we seek fellowship with our Lord’s
present ministry to His saints. He
¢“loved the church and gave himself
for it, that he might sanctify it,
having purged it, washing it with water
through the word;” and now, as the
Head in heaven, He gives all His gifts
¢ for the perfecting of the saints.”
Hence His servant, according as he is
in company and concert with His mind,

will share in the apostle’s conrLicT,
VOL. I. B
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2 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

“ Warning every man and teaching
every man, that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” In any
day this was the duty and business of
the faithful servant, but how much
more when we find ourselves so inter-
mixed both in doctrine and practice with
the principles and habits of the incipient
apostasy.

As God moved and empowered Nehe-
miah and Ezra, each in his day, to extri-
cate himself from Babylon, and devote
himself to the sphere of God’s interests
on the earth at the time, how much more
may we reckon on Him to fulfil all the
good pleasure of His goodness and enable
us, in spite of the “ much rubbish,” to
maintain that ¢ other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which 18
Jesus Christ,” and to be braced up by
the word, ¢ Watch thou in all things;
do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry.”
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INTRODUCTION. 3

The great obstacle and hindrance to
the growth of Christ in souls in this
day, is the similarity of the intellectual
with the spiritual: hence the former are
ever learning but never able to come to
a knowledge of the truth. It is the
human mind, led on by the same spirit
a8 Jannes and Jambres, which now so
obstructs the power of the truth.

Our place and duty, beloved, is to
address ourselves to set forth the truth
as it is revealed in the holy scriptures,
being assured that however feebly the
truth is presented, it has its own divine
power, and as we grow in it we grow
equal to it.

May the faithful be animated and
girded up for this blessed work! The
deliverer must first deliver himself, and
may each of us as he receives be ready
to contribute to this paper any word of
counsel or instruction which the Lord
has given him, so that he that hath an
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4 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

ear may hear what the Lord is saying.
And may it be in the hearts of many
before Him, that there may be from
Him help and guidance to serve in this
tittle way His beloved people.

THE LIGHT IN A DAY OF
DIFFICULTY.

Tee light in a day of difficulty, every

believer will own, must be given of Godjy
nay; it s given of God. And yet many
a believer there is who does not feel that
he has it; he does not see his way in
times of difficulty; he has not acquired
the truth which avails to guide him in
his distress. Light necessarily must
be that which opposes and counteracts
darkness. The darkness is the diffi-
culty: that is light which doth make
manifest. We have not discovered the
light unless we have discovered it as the
corrective and exposure of that which
hinders and obstructs it. * God is light,
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" LIGHT IN A DAY OF DIFFICULTY. O

and in him is no darkness at all.” And
it is in His light that we see light.

God reveals Himself to His people in
every age, according to His own mind
at the time; that is, as He wishes His
people to be at any time; according to
this He reveals Himself, for as He wishes
must be everything to them, and the
only thing for them at that special mo-
ment. According as this revelation is
maintained, His mind at the time 1s
maintaineds and all that which would
oppose or obstruct is simply and autho-
- ritatively met by the simple assertion
and maintenance of the truth He has
given. He supports His own truth;
and the revelation of His mind must be
the light at any given time. There 1s
no other light. Man’s understanding is
darkened, being alienated from the life
of God. All here is darkness, and there
18 no light in the scene; nothing to
make manifest the darkness but the re-
velation of God. Hence the revelation,
according as it is given and according
to its fulness, must be the light and the
only light. And if this revelation be
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not maintained, there must be darkness,
and no power to rise above or expose it;
for once exposed, it is gone.

Now if we observe the life and ways
of God’s people, as recorded for us in
scripture, we shall see that they were
equal to the difficulty and mastered it,
according as they walked in the truth
committed to them; but that they failed
and missed their course as they declined
from the word and revelation of God.
And as we see this we shall be warned
and helped to lay hold on the truth
revealed to us, in order that we may,
through His grace (for He supports
them who hold fast His word), discern
our true way, and be happy in fellowship
with the Holy Ghost as His witnesses.
Surely that soul must be dull and in-
different who is insensible to the diffi-
culty and confusion of this day. And
yet it 18 not enough to be sensible to
the difficulties in our way: the real
thing for us to be occupied with, is the
light vouchsafed to us in such a day to
preserve our way through and above
- them all. This light has been given of
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" LIGHT IN A DAY OF DIFFICULTY. 1

God in every age. It is the revelation
of His own mind, as far as He has been
pleased to disclose it. His mind for us
at any given time must evidently define
the course and relation He would have
us to observe with respect to Himself at
the time; and which, if observed, must
place us, with reference to all which
opposes Him, according as He would
have us. And this must be the way;
the path for us at the time. If this be
not so, if God does not give His mind
for 11is people in every age and time,
the conclusion is that they must then
be placed in a world of darkness, of
difficulty, with no light, no way of -
escape. But far from this; God has
given His mind in every age and time,
and His people have been preserved and
delivered from every difficulty, in pro-
portion as they have walked according
to the revelation; while they suffered asg
they in any way departed from it. Let
us examine the scriptures and see how
this truth is therc presented to us.
Surely the word to Adam in the gar-~
den of Eden was sufficient to guide and
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preserve him from the guile and efforts
of the serpent. Failure and ruin were
superinduced by KEve's listening and
assenting to a denial of the word: “ In
the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt
surely die.” If they had persistently
adhered to the simple instruction con-
veyed in these words, the suggestions
of Satan would have been fully and
entirely overruled. The serpent set aside
and denied the plain meaning of the
counsel of God. It was not that God
had not given counsel for a probable
exigence, or had left His people to seek
it when the trial came; but He had
given a counsel fit and suited to guide
and preserve them from every difficulty;
and Satan knew this so well that his
effort was to pervert the word, deny its
truthfulness, and thus deprive his victim
of all power to sce or preserve the right
way. The counsel would perfectly have
secured them if they had strictly and
simply followed it; but they surrendered
the counsel, and were carried blindfold
into impenetrable darkness. Thus, 1
this opening scene in the history of man
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we learn in the simplest way how God’s
mind at any time, simply and definitely
accepted and adhered to, would guide us
and preserve us from the evils occurrent
or levelled against us at any time. Some
may say, We have not, like Eve, only
one simple line of instruction: we have
such a large, comprehensive unfolding
of the mind and ways of God, that we
are often at a loss to know what 1s the
special one suited to our exigence—one
says one, and one says another. Hve, on
the contrary, could have no difficulty of
the kind, for there is but one word of
counsel to Adam;and 1t is plain enough
that if they had adhered to it they would
have been guided and preserved fromn
the assaults and efforts of Satan. This
is specious, and has an appearance of
just reasoning; but it rests on an im-
plied inaccuracy, even that there is no
special counsel of God for a given time,
On the contrary, I believe we shall find
that the manner of God’s way with us
18 ever to give us one leading truth,
which, while it does not displace other
truths, but establishes them, has a
B 2
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marked singularity; and, because of this
singularity, is the only adequate and
competent light to guide and preserve
from the difficulty and opposition then in
force. The principle is plain enough.
Here we see how the value of the coun-
sel was wrested by the serpent from Eve;
and also how perfectly all his. wiles
would have been defeated, had Eve
simply and unflinchingly abode by the
counsel of God. God had counselled,
and we can sce how entirely effectual
and competent to guide in the exigence

that counsel would have been if followed.
- Let us look at another instance. The
word to Noah (Gen. ix.) when ¢ God
blessed Noah and his sons,” 18 ¢ Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth. And the fear of you and the
dread of you shall be upon every beast
of the earth, and every fowl of the air,
upon all that moveth upon the earth,
and upon all the fishes of the sea; into
your hand are they delivered.” Further-
more, “ Glod spake unto Noah, and his
sons with him, saying, And I, behold, 1
establish my covenant with you, and
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LIGHT IN A DAY OF DIFFICULTY. 11

with your seed after you.” (Ver. §, 9.)
Again, “ I do set my bow in the cloud,
and it shall be for a token of a covenant
between me and the earth.” (Ver. 13.)
- Now there are two lines of counsel here:
one, the place man was now to occupy
on the earth, the place of superiority
over everything; the other, the sign of
the covenant of (God with the earth.
- Here, then, we have two lines of in-
struction which comprise the truth, and
the truth is the light which was to
guide and preserve Noah and his sons in
their day, and through all the difficul-
ties of their time and position. No
former counsel of Giod, however great
and useful in unfolding His mind and
ways, would have sufficed to guide and
deliver them in their day; therefore
counsel suited to the day and to the
trials of 1t is given to them. If they
do not adhere to it, they must be over-
come and lose ground; but if they do
adhere to and maintain it, they will find
it a light, and thus secure a clear escape
- from all the perils of the time. Itis
very blessed and helpful to understand

A Voice to the Faithful 1 (1867)



A Voice to the Faithful 1 (1867)

12 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

this principle of God’s way with His
people. Noah and his sons did not
maintain the counsel of God in either
line. Noah plants a vineyard, and is
overcome by wine; when, by the counsel
of God, he was enjoined to maintain
himself superior to everything; while
his son exhibits the recklessness of in-
subjection ; both running counter to the
terms of God’s counsel as to the place
of government in which He had set
them on the earth. Iventually, in the
building of Babel, God’s link and sign
of covenant with the earth is entirely
overlooked. Mark! the evil of the day
to be gunarded against was twofold, and
the line of instruction which was to act
as a preservative from it was also twofold.
The difficulty was the maintenance, on-
the one hand, of unqualified supremacy
and acknowledged authority; and on the
other, God’s link and covenant with men
on the earth as the only point of cen-
tralization in it. No other counsel but
that which they received could have
served or helped in such a time. The
first point of departure: from it was in
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Noah himself; and all the failure which
followed, and the eventual climax of
- rebellion in Babel, is simply attributable
to the neglect of the counsel of God.
Now in Abram'’s history this principle
is still more clearly expounded and en-
forced. The counsel to him was very
short and definite. The observance of
it always secured blessing and deliver-
ance; while the neglect of it, on the
contrary, invariably involved him in
sorrow and perplexity. If we gather
this from the history of God’s people
in every former age, surely we are
warned and assured that there must be
for us in our day some simple and defi-
nite counsel, which, being observed,
would guide and help us through all
our difficulties; and which, on the con-
trary, if neglected, would expose us to
confusion and defeat. It is a great gain
when we have learned a certain fixed
principle of God in His ways and go-
vernment, because then we know that
He will not deviate from it; nor can He,
for it is according to His essential moral
being. If we find ourselves authorized
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from scripture to conclude that God
always gives a counsel suited to the time
His people are in, and that their confu-
sion and powerlessness to escape from
the difficulties around them are traceable
to their neglect of this counsel, it is evi-
dent that we can reduce all the embar-
rassments of the people of God at any
given time to a very simple question;
viz. * What is the counsel of God, given
for that or this time, which would be
a light to those who walk according
thereto? This I believe 1 can, with
the Lord’s help, point out from the
word; while I would beg my readers to
bear one truth in special remembrance,
viz., that the former revelations and
counsels of God, while they have fully
and entirely afforded light to His people
in the time at which they were given,
and are the truth to give us light in
any circumstances similar to those in
which the people of (iod were then
placed, are not and cannot be the light
for us in totally different circumstances,
to meet which we are entrusted by God
with a further unfolding of His mind;
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though every previous unfolding of it
is subsidiary, and strengthens us in the
knowledge of God, and in the more per-
sistent maintenance of the counsel which
He has given us for our day. Bat I will
not anticipate. I judge that it will be
more confirmatory to trace this principle
through scripture, and therefore I hope
to resume in my next paper how we find
it exemplified in Abram’s history.

(T'o be continued, if the Lord will.)

QUALITIES OF LIGHT.

Tae light of God at times shines in,
doing a needed work in the conscience,
as when Saul was felled to the earth, or
as when Peter cried out, ¢ Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” It
says, ‘“Awake, thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead.”

But at other times it shines deside us,
leaving us to discern it and to use it as
we may have grace. The light of God
thus shining is a beautiful element, and
it is a pity and a sorrow that we are not
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all, in all our ways, absorbed in that
element. But it is not so with us; and
we make the most humbling discoveries
of ourselves at times by judging our
ways in the calm light of the presence
and mind of Christ.

The qualities of the divine action
form much of this light. It is not
‘merely the material, but the very style
of the way of Christ, carries a quantity
of this light with it.

We may note two qualities in divine
activities as we get them in scripture,
which thus, as light, shine before us or
beside us. The divine calmness in times
of difficulty; and the divine earnesiness
when sympathies or affections were
called forth.

When Israel was pressed behind and
before, the Red Sea in front, and the
host of Egypt in the rear, the God of
Israel was all calmness. ¢ Bid the
people go forward; why liest thou on
thy face ?” said He to Moses. This was
even as before when in Egypt the people
had been afresh vexed by their task-
‘masters, and cried out in despair, and
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when Moses himself complained as find-
ing the occasion too big for him; one
that he could not manage; the Lord, on
the difficulty being brought to Him,
says, ‘I am the Lord,” and then calmly
interprets that moment to Moses, letting
him know how e would dispose of it.
(Exodus v., vi.) But I need not mul-
tiply instances; they appear so to speak
everywhere. ¢ With God nothing is
impossible.” ¢ Is anything too hard
for the Lord ?” If the dead have to be
raised, the rebuke to fears, or doubts,
or unbelief, 1s this: “ Ye have not the
knowledge of God.” ¢ Ye know not
the scriptures, neither the power of God.”
This calmness in the presence of diffi-
~ culty marked the action of the Lord
Jesus when He was here. We have
many instances of this; as on the lake
when the storms arose; as in desert
places again and again, when the multi-
tude had to be fed; as when death had
entered either the house of Jairus or the
family at Bethany. In such cases we
see calmness which is divine filling the
soul and keeping the ways of the Lord;
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and we find ourselves in the presence of
the same glory, as when Egyptian diffi-
culties and dangers or wilderness neces-
gities beset the path of Israel; or when
as it seemed there was nothing but the
power of death in the house of Abraham.

But again we may see earnestness on
occasions when the sympathies of either
joy or sorrow were to be awakened. As
at creation the divine mind took its de-
light and rest in the fruit of the divine
power; so after the fall, it was deep
heartfelt grief and repenting over the
injured and polluted scene that spread
itself under His eye. (Gen. vi. 6.)

In Judges x. 16, we read, * His soul
was grieved for the misery of Israel.”
But when anticipating His returning
mercies to Israel, and all that His hand
stretched out will do for them, He
says, ¢ I will do it assuredly with my
whole heart and my whole soul.” (Jer.
xxxii. 41.)

When He looked on the bondage of
His people in Egypt, how deeply did
He give His sympathies to them. Read
Exodus ii., See Him again in the
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burning bush, the token of the full and
hearty way in which He, so to speak,
wept with them that Wept and then on
the other hand mark the earnestness in
which He gives Himself to the work of
His own grace, and takes His seat in
the sanctuary of peace: * Mine eyes and
mine heart” (says the Lord, touching
the house that Solomon built) ¢ shall
be there perpetually,” What expres-
sions are these amid a thousand like
ones, of the full earnest way in which
He entered into all that concerned His
saints!| He was all calmness when
difficulties arose to call forth what
needed divine strength; He was all
earnestness when the occasion demanded
His sympathies.

And so with Jesus in the days of His
flesh. We have seen His calmness in
the hour of difficulty; and we find Him
too, earnest when occasions sought IHis
sympathies. He wept over Jerusalem,
while in Luke xv. He lets us into the
secret of divine joy. The deep posses-
sion of His soul in John iv. when He
tells His disciples He had meat tn oot
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which they knew not of, bespeaks the
earnestness of IHis soul in very won-
drous language. The way in which He
allows His heart to express itself when
the due time had come—the parting
hour —in John xiil,— xvii.,, is the
same; and beyond all instances, the
manner in which He bound the disciples
‘to Himself, thongh He never made 1t
{1s object, nor ever sought to engage
their hearts by the poor acts which
our selfishness so commonly practises.
Surely all this tells us of the unmixed
reality of His sympathies and affections;
and that 18 true earnestness.

And there is in all this a light shin-
ing before us or beside us, that may well
both cheer and confound us. It cheers
us, by telling us what fle assuredly is;
it confounds us by enabling us to dis-
cover what we are. We are not to be
confounded without being cheered. The
first duty we can render to the life of
Christ is to learn from what He 1s; and
in the next place to learn how dull and
cloudy our best way is in the presence
of such a life and love as His.
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NXEARNESS TO GOD AND ITS
EFFECTS.

(1 Chronicles xvil.)

Ix nature we are at a distance from God,
not only becanse we distrust Him, but be-
cause we have distrusted Him. The very
wrong we have done Him has wrought
enmity In our hearts. A backbiting
tongue hateth those who are afflicted by
it; how much more when, as to God,
we can never repair the wrong we have
done. We therefore cannot draw near
to God until we understand through His
own teaching that a new and living way
is opened for us through the veil, which
is the flesh of Christ. Zhen we draw
near. There is nothing done by our-
selves: it is all on God’s side. The veil
is rent to introduce us into a nearness
from which we were entirely shut out;
and the rending of the body of Christ
delivered us from the judgment of our
sin which lay upon us and of that on
which it lay, that thus relieved we might
draw near through the new and living
way. Now the more we know God's
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thoughts about us in connection with
this new and living way, the more are
our hearts assured to draw near in all
familiar ease and rest in His presence.
The more I attend to the recital of Hig
thoughts about me, the more do I believe
in them,and feel myself entitled to draw
near, and, like David, to ¢ sit before the
Lord.” David had heard and believed
what Nathan had communicated, and
the effect of it on him was to lead him
at once to go and sit before the Lord in
all familiar ease. It is His thoughts
about me, the knowledge of His love
and interest in me, which leads me into
this nearness. It is no sense of my own
reality, or zeal, or devotedness to Iim.
John knew a nearness to our Lord which
Peter, with all his earnestness, never
reached. The ¢ disciple whom Jesus
loved” distinctly characterized the one
who leaned on Iis bosom at supper.
Mary had a nearness which Martha had
not, though very zealous to please and
to serve Him; so that the measure of
my familiar nearness to God is always
in proportion to the sense in my soul of
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His thoughts and interest about me.
If T know the greatness of His love for
me, I must, like David, as I dwell on
it, draw near and sit before Him.

Now the first effect of this nearness
is worship. You cannot worship the
~ Father if you do not know Him. Con-
sequently worship is connected with the
knowledge of eternal life. (John iv. 23.)
I cannot worship the Father in spirit
and in truth, but as I am in the sense
of His greatness, His goodness, and
His nearness to me. Then my heart is
fixed, and I fall down adoringly in aec-
knowledgment of what I know and see
Him to be. When I worship 1 am con-
trolled by the blessedness and majesty
of the object which controls me, and in
Gtod this can only fully be.

But besides worship, nearness also
leads to fellowship. There is a com-
munion with God in the circle of His
interests, in which circle I necessarily,
as in the life of Christ, find myself.
Thus David here enters into the history
and glory of Israel. God's engage-
ments engage our hearts. We have
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fellowship with the Father and the Son
in eternal life, and are led by the Spirit
into the circle of His interests and
glory in which through grace we are
placed at the time. These great sub-
jects engage and occupy our hearts; we
are at home in them; we are in a circle
and region above and beyond our own
natural tastes and interests. The true
and only perfect way of dissociating us
from our own lower tastes and interests
1s to introduce us into the highest and
most blessed; and this, nearness to God
always effects. We often try to rise
above our nature by many other expe-
dients, but nothing will ever truly and
permanently deliver us from its tastes
and influences but the circle of God’s
interests, into which nearness to Himself
always introduces us. David accepted
the place of nearness at once, and his soul
drank in the results. Abraham, on the
other hand, had, like many of us, to
learn that God Himself was sufficient
for him without an Isaac, and this he
learned in its full blessedness on Mount
Moriah.
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ELEMENTARY TRUTH.

¢ Carist is the power of Gtod and the
wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. i. 24.) Now
these are two distinet lines of truth;
the one, which is the power of God, for
the conscience; the other, which is the
~wisdom of God, for the spiritual mind.
Christ comprises both. The apostle says,
“ That your faith should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among
them that are perfect,” &c. Now to
the wisdom the babes in Christ should
be gently led on; but the power, what
the grace of God is in dealing with a
ruined sinner, ought to be within the
comprehension of the true-hearted, how-
ever young in the school. Nevertheless
it will be found, in daily converse with
souls; that even this, elementary though
it be, is very feebly apprehended; nay,
that the divine idea in renewing a soul
is seldom or never laid hold of; and if
this be not laid hold of there can be no
correet or adequate conception of what
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new birth is. 1 believe it is at the very
foundation that the real cause of weak-
ness in souls is to be found. And one
~ of the evidences of how the will is in
this weakness (for it is nothing but the
flesh), is the obduracy and slowness of
souls to lay hold of God’s idea in send-
ing His Son to bless them. If you ask
believers in general what they consider
1s elementary, you will find that 1t is
something which is to contribute to man
as man is. Now the grace of God
begins entirely outside; reveals His Son
in me. I am daily more convinced that
the reason why souls call God's idea,
and, blessed be His name, His ac-
complished purpose (viz., that He has
given us eternal life in His Son), ¢ high
truth,” is because they do not want
to cease conferring with flesh and
blood.

Surely our Lord’s wondrous words in
John iv., as to the ¢ gift of God,” were
elementary; or, at least, He considered
that they were not above the reach
of the poor, ignorant, and abandoned
woman of Samaria; yet if such truth
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were insisted on in the present day, there
1s no doubt that all who desire to gra-
tify their reputable tastes and foster
their ambition, would designate it * high
truth.” It was the definiteness of God’s
idea for man that our blessed Lord then
enunciated: ‘“ Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst, but the water that I shall give
himn shall be in him a well of water
springing up Into everlasting life.”” This
I believe is what is not sufficiently in-
sisted on in this day, though most
elementary, and, to the true-hearted
soul, it will always be with the voice of
the Son of God.

Souls like forgiveness to be preached,
and they like to enjoy it; and though
forgiven, to lie on their ¢ beds” just as
palsied as ever (see Mark ii. §—12), only
more comfortably as to conscience, which
is quieted by being delivered from the
fear of judgment; but they have no
idea of what is God’s thought for them
by the gift of eternal life in His Son,
for if they had they would take up their
beds and walk. I fear what people call
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¢high truth” is too often, even as it
was with the scribes and Pharisees in
our Lord’s day, something which they do
not wish to understand.

THE QUIETNESS OF COMMUNION,

SERvING the Lord in order to be happier
in Him tends to legality. The work
done is the source of the happiness and
not Christ Himself. In John xiv. I
learn what Christ is to me, and there
is no service enjoined beyond obedience,
which is the proof of love. If I love,
I obey. Mary Magdalene is an example
to me of one whose heart was so true to
Christ that apostles or angels could not
divert her from Him; but as soon as
she has seen Him, her heart is satisfied.
His calling her by name is everything,
2 personal, individual link. What can
surpass it? She is so controlled by
Him of whom her heart is full, that
she obeys Him even at the loss of His
bodily presence, because a truly loving
one could do nothing less. I believe that
deep, personal joy in Christ is a very
quiet, unexpressed thing. Where there
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is great fervour in expression there is
not likely to be so much depth, though
there may be real conviction. Demon-
stration rather expresses first discovery,
than a home sense of personal enjoyment.
How much demonstration and rapture
do we exhibit to our most beloved
friends when we are at home with one
.another? When we meet them after an
absence, there may be rapture, but this
1s an evidence that there has been ab-
sence. Alas! we are often absent from
our Lord; and the renewed sense of His
presence may doubtless produce rapture
in its contrast from what has gone be-
fore; but it is the lower thing, and the
restful enjoyment of His personal near-
ness the greater thing. Let us thercfore
nhot make everything of rapture, but
rise from 1t to the deeper occupation of
abiding communion with Him. It is
from this communion that the service
ought to flow; for communion with any
one 1s in fact a common mind with such
a one; and if I have it with God, I
know my Master’s mind. It is not the
hardest working servant who is the most
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confidential in the household, and it is
the - confidential servant who is the
highest. I am willing to keep the door,
if no other work be allotted to me; but
I should like so to keep it that my
Master should trust me with His mind.

The saint is never to think himself
proof against the evil in the world. No
doubt by faith he is kept from the evil;
but then he must not shut his eyes to
the special form it takes in his day, if
he would be free from it. The reverse
is the fact. Any evil working in the
world finds its way into the hearts of
saints In a refined, specious way. Now
sensationalism is one of the means by
which Satan is blinding the minds of
the people of the world in this day. Be
it the novel, the concert, or the stage, a
sort of mental intoxication is sought
and produced. And may not this in a
specious form enter into spiritual things?
Was there none of it in the revival
meetings? Is there not a leaven of it
now? And should not souls see that
their rapture and delight is not that in
which the flesh takes part; but on the
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 contrary, that which ignores the existence
of the flesh, because they are “mnot in
the flesh, but in the Spirit?”

IN CHRIST IN HEAVEN.

AND art Thou gone where all is light,
Blest Saviour!—passed from mortal sight,
To Thine own native air! _
Where no defiling thing can come,
Where nature cannot find a home,
Nor flesh an entrance dare?

Amen! our hearts respond, and raise

Their hallelujah notes of praise,
Though still on earth we roam !

To Thee *tis joy I—to us not grief:

Not sev’rance from Thee, but relief,
That glory is Thy home !

We love Thy footprints here to trace,
The moral beauty and the grace

Of all Thy walk of love:
Dear memorles ! —but would we detain
Thee here below, for any gain

Thy company would prove?

Nay! for the life which Thou hast given
Finds its own level but in heaven,
And there its source must be:
Thy life in us, for range, repose,
Craves its own region, where it knows
1ts fountain, Lord ! in Thee.'
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And though we tread the desert here,

Our interests and our joys are there,
Guarded—maintained by Thee;

Nor could we spare Thee from that home,

Till the blest hour when Thou shalt come,
To take us there to be!

*Tis there, Lord Jesus, where alone

QOur spirits find it all their own,
Where flesh can ne’er intrude:

The presence-chamber of our God,

‘Where witnesseth the sprinkled blood,
All power by Thee subdued.

Thy rest, Lord Jesus! pass’d Thy woe!
The *“ Man of sorrows,” as below,
Thou never more canst be!
Thine was our grief, ours is Thy joy;
And now we drink without alloy,
The cup of joy with Thee!

"Tis as we drink it that we turn

With Thee to view, from Thee to learn,
Thy path of earthly woe;

For only on that sacred height—

Yea! only in Thy glory’s light,
Such wonders can we know.

"Tis there we see Thee (past all fears),
Reaping in joy, who sowed in tears,
There reap we too with Thee;
And soon “rejoicing” Thou shalt come,
- Bearing Thy sheaves! while Thy blest home
Qurs shall for ever be!

p
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THE LIGHT IN A DAY OF
DIFFICULTY.

PART 1I.

Tre counsel given to Abram in his day
was “ (Get thee out of thy country and
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s
house—unto a land that I will shew
thee.” This was God’s counsel to him.
As he observed it, all went well with
"him, and he walked according to God’s
mind; God sustaining him in it; but
as he departed from it, sorrow and per-
plexity surrounded and embarrassed
him. The counsel given to Noah, how-
ever well apprehended and valwed by
Abram, could in no wise have aided or
guided him in the line in which he was
called. That counsel had its own use;
it spoke to him of how man was again
set on the earth. It foreshadowed the
millennium and the state alone in
which, God being owned as in covenant
with the earth, man could be on it in
ordered dignity and blessing. Any
given counsel 1is necessarily directly
applicable to the time and circumstances
in which it is given; or it would not be .
VOL. I. C
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appropriate counsel. Now divine counsel

is ever pre-eminently appropriate; and
not only so, but it is always suited for

any case which may arise, similar in
circumstance to that for which it was first
given. Thus the counsel to Noah in-
dicates the only true one for man as
man on earth, and will be fulfilled in
the millennium, when Satan will be
bound, and the glory of the Lord shall
cover the earth as the waters cover the
sea; while that to Abram is with a
different intent, and distinctly suited for
the state of things which it was in-
tended to meet.

When God called Abram to separate
himself from the untoward world around;
—from the confusion which had sprung
up because His previous counsel had
been neglected, He gave him a counsel
which was the only suited one then, and
at all times, for the godly one separating
from this world unto God. However
much he knew of God's mind as to
other periods in the history of man, no
other than that now given could have
placed him aceording to God's mind in
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his own day. As he observed it, he
rose above the difficulties of his position;
but as he wavered from it, he became
involved in them. By the strength and
guidance of this counsel, he passed from
Haran and came into the land of Canaan,
not knowing whither he went. At least
two hundred miles are traversed, and
. every diﬁculty surmounted, in obedience
to it, for «into the land of Canaan they
came."

However, when there arose a famine
in the land, he swerved from the counsel
by which be had been conducted thither,
and went down into Egypt; and though
in a liftle time, through mercy, he re-
turned to his true path, all through the
remainder of his course he suffered for
this, his first departure from a strict
adherence to the counsel of God given
to him for his day. When simply
walking according to it, he can take the
dighified place of superiority to all cir-
cumstances. He can say to Lot, ¢ If
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will
go to the right; or if thou depart to
the right, then I will go to the left.”
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While walking according .to the mind
of God, and in the strength of His
counsel, all sides of the land are alike
to him; and God in His grace. estab-
lishes his faith by unfolding to him the
riches of His purposes respecting him.
He is assured that he has done. wisely
in not contending with Lot as to any
particular part of the land, for the whole
was - his. - God says to him, ¢ Arise,
walk through the land, in the length of
it and in the breadth of it; for I will
give it unto thee.” -W.hen-Abram failed
and suffered with reference to Ishmael,
it was simply because be had departed
from the counsel; but when he walked
in the light of it, his only recognized
possession was & burying place; nor
would he allow his son to return to
Syria, or to marry any one who was not
prepared to follow him fully in the path
in which the counsel conducted  him.
Eventually bhis posterity had so neg-
lected the counsel that they were obliged,
because of a grievous.famine, to retire
from the land and go down into Egypt.
By degrees this had come about; in
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various ways the counsel had been un-
heeded or despised. Isaac is first de-
ceived by self-indulgence, instead of
walking by faith; next, Jacob, because
of wﬂfulness, in fear ﬂles from the land;
and though he returned, his sons, in the
end, in open rebellion against God,
reckless of His counsel by which their
. fathers had entered the land, are driven
to abandon it. .

Let us note in passing on, that while
God may give much other instruction it
will always be found to be subsidiary to
the one leading counsel which marked
and determined the calling. It was
thus with regard to Abram and his
descendants, and so it is in any and
every time, |

Now the counsel to Moses was, “ 1
am come down to deliver my people out
of the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land unto a
good land and a large, unto a land flow-
ing with milk and honey..... Come
now therefore, and I will send thee unto
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth
my people out of Egypt.” (Ex. iii.
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8—10.) This was God’s call, and the
light for the day, for it was His mind
and will for His people. As Moses
walked according to this counsel, he
was successful and superior to the diffi-
culties of the hour. When he swerved
from it, from any cause whatever, be it
personal incompetence, or the unbelief of
the people, or the power of Egypt; no
matter what it was that checked or
hindered him; in proportion as he
swerved from it, or hesitated, he failed.
No other, no former counsel, could have
guided or helped him in his day and
service. In that now given he must
abide for blessing and victory; and all
. the weakness and disaster which befell
Israel on their journeyings to the land,
is traceable to their departure from this
counsel. Eventually they murmured
and were destroyed of the destroyer.
They refused to follow the counsel of
God and were in consequence condemned
to wander forty years in the wilderness,
1ill all the men of war bad died.

The counsel given to Jeshua (Joshuna
i 1—10) is a repetition of part of that
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committed to Moses. He i3 called to be
strong and very courageous in completing
that which Moses had not perfected ; and
as to “the law which Moses my ser-
vant commanded thee, TURN NOT FROM IT
to the right hand nor to the left, that
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou
goest.” Part of the counsel given to
. Moses had been accomplished; so that
what remained to be carried out is given
afresh to Joshua, as that suited for the
emergency in which he found himself;
and his history tells us what unlimited
success and blessing attended him while
he observed it, and the. reverses which
Israel sustained whenever they edged
away from it. In chapter xxiii. Joshua
before his death reiterates it to the
judges and officers. The land had been
so far entered and divided; but only in
the observance of the full counsel given
to Moses could the restful possession of
1t be maintained. Alas! how incom-
plete was this observance from the very
first, we learn at Bochim (Judges ii
1—4); but in the measure in which the
counsel was followed ¢ all the days of

A Voice to the Faithful 1 (1867)



A Voice to the Faithful 1 (1867)

40 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

Joshua and all the days of the elders
that outlived Joshua,” proportionate
blessing and rest were ensured; while
the subsequent neglect of it was the
cause of all the sorrow and misery that
ensued, as the history of the Judges,
Kings, and Prophets testifies. The one
simple service or labour of every faith-
ful man in Israel was to lead back the
people into the line marked out by this
counsel, and every even partial return to
it was attended with blessing and a re-
newal of divine favour. What g

ability and success to a David or 8
Josiah, an Ezra or a Nehemiah, a])_amel
or a Haggai, but simply purpose of
heart to walk according to the counsel
long  before given, and which was
gradua]]y neglected and at last wutterly
despised by their nation? No new
counsel was given: it was still the same
as that imparted to Moses and Joshua.
Failure had not invalidated the connsel.
The mement faith in God used it, it
was found as blessed as ever; and it was
also found to be the one for the period,
and none other. Nehemiah’s counten-
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ance told how his heart languished for
God’s inheritance, and Daniel betrayed
how his heart lingered over the spot
owned and loved of God on earth, when
he kneeled upon his knees three times a
day and prayed with his window open
toward Jerusalem. How encouraging
to us is their devotedness and success!
But we must pass on to consider the
next counsel given, which was altogether
different. With. this the ministry of
John the Baptist opens. It is now,
¢ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand,” and * he preached the bap tzem
of repentance for the remission of sins.”
In his day it would have been vain and
out of place for any Jew to have
excused himself from . responding to
this call on the plea of observing any
previous counsel. The counsel now
given was the only suited one to the
time; and if ‘not adhered to, there counld
be no divine deliverance from the diffi-
~culties of it. And thus it proved! .
“The publicans justified God, being
‘baptized with the baptism of John but

the Pharisees and lawyers reJected the
n
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counsel of (od against themselves,
being not baptized of him.” The bap-
tism itself was a declaration of separa-
tion from things as they were, so that,
if accepted, it was not possible to re-
tarn to any line of things previously
existing. The counsel of God given at
former times was suited instruction for
those times, or similar ones; but it was
not the light for the day of John the
Baptist. Light for the day must be a
guide for the day; and the counsel
given by him was pre-eminently such.
Consequently all who accepted it were
blessed; while the hardened and self-
sufficient rejected it against themselves.

But now came the fulness of all
counsel, the Son from heaven! ¢ The
light shineth in darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehended it not; but as many
as recelved him fo them gave he power to
become the sons of God.” He could say,
“ This is my beloved Son, hear him.”
Everything now turns on this. * This
i the will of God, that ye believe on him
whom God hath sent.” ¢ Jf ye believe
not that I am he, ye shall die in your
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gins.” ¢ If any man thirst, let him
come unto me and drink.” I am the
light of the world.” In the presence
of that Light what other counsel or
light could avail, or be any guide for
the hour? All other counsels put to-
gether would have been inadequate and
unsuited for the Lord's day on earth.
He Himself was the way, the truth, and
the lifo; and hence, no after counsel can
be apart from Hlm, as we shall see.
He must evermore continue to be the
- one who is to determine our way and
course here; that is to say, His relation
- to earth must necessarily henceforth de-
termine and define our relation to it.
When He was on earth, as set forth in
‘the gospel narrative, He was the light
of the world, and every one who ac-
knowledged and followed Him, the
Simeons and the Annas, the disciples
and the faithful women, &ec., did not
walk in darkness, but had the light of
life. They knew of His doctnne whe-
ther it was of God. When He ascended
on high His relation to earth was altered,
He took a new position, and according
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to this, must the way and course of His
people be directed. His relation to earth
determines our relation to it; and there-
fore, when in the day of His ascension
He took a new position towards it; that
which He had when present on earth,
could no longer be a guide or leading
counsel for His people. As ascended
on high, He imparted a new order, and
imposed on ‘the faithful here a new
course and testimony which, with the
Lord’s help, we may hope to consxder in
the next paper.

(7o be continued, if the Lord will.)

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

WuAT is a Christian? is & more im-
portant inquiry than we generally
admit; for though God in His grace
and mercy fashions us, His children,
according to His own large thoughts
and purposes, yet our walk and sense
of what we are, must depend on the
accuracy - of our apprehensions of His
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thonghts and purposes about us. We
can never have a just idea of God’s pur-
pose accomplished in Christ Jesus for
us, by observing either the working of
grace within ourselves, or by watching
the effects of it in saints. In order to
acquire any adequate idea of (God’s pur-
pose I must study scripture testimony
about it. Nay, if I am not continually
keeping befors my wind His thought
and purpose, now accomplished in the
Son of His love, I shall lose any true
conception of it, and begin to leaven it
in my mind either with what I see
in myself or in others, even the best;
and, from the effects, be induced to judge
of this or that quality as being Christian,
and as defining the term when it is nei-
ther. It will not be at once admitted
that the very best effects I know of grace
do not afford me an adequate idea of what
the new man is according to God’s mind,
The higher anything 18 in its quality the
less can youn get a full idea of it by ob-
serving it when its gnalities are imma-
tured, for as such they are compromised
and marred. 1 may learn the good of
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qualities in practice, as it is said, ¢ By
their fruits shall ye know them;” but
the qualities which produce the good
fruits must be learned in their origin.
And I must learn the new man in his
origin, a8 in the mind of God, and not
from the imperfect (however good)
evidence of it, which I see in the
earthen vessel; for there all the qualities
of grace suffer, and are more or less
distorted, becaunse of that. with which
they come in contact; nor in any case
can I see a perfect development of it
there. Can I get a full idea of a man
from beholding a babe? I see in it
what I expect to grow into a man; but
unless I know what a man is in himself
I could not, from seeing a babe, predi-
cate what he would grow into.

idea of the babe’s future is entirely de-
rived from my previous knowledge of
what a matured man is. Just in the
same way I could form no idea of a
beautiful bird from its unfledged young.
Doubtless, it will grow into all the
beauty of the parent, but I must know
the parent first or I can acquire no idea
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of its attractive future from its present
appearance; but the reverse. How then
can I expect to form any just concep-
tion of what the new man 1s if I con-
fine my estimate of it to what I see of
its development in weak humanity ? 1
must learn what Christ is, and what
God’s purpose about me in Christ is, in
order to get a clear, full idea of it. And
the simple thing, and the only wise and
helpful thing, is to get from Scripture
what this, His thought and purpose
about us, 1s. This 1s what I desire, with
the Lord’s help, to present, though
deeply feeling my inability to do so
adequately. But I am induced to make
the attempt because it may stimulate
inquiry into a point of truth on which
I fear much ignorance exists; and where
such is the case, it must necessarily be
followed by damage to the soul both in
walk and enjoyment.

The first great fact to be noted is that
the new man is a new creation. (Eph.iv.
24.) Now, creation cannot be what the
word conversion in itself implies. True,
& person 1n using the term “ converted,”
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thay mean that such a one is newly
created; but the word converted really-
eonveys the idea of a change effected by
altering the thing that 75, into some-
thing else. This is not new creation.
A new creation is a thing formed anew,
and not from anything else. This must
be simple and definite in the mind; for
all the structure which is reared on an
inaccuracy here must impart grievous
imperfection to the whole. And 1 be-
lieve there is great want of definiteness
here in our minds; because if I admit
decidedly that I have begun by a new
creation, & new birth, and that on incon-
ceivably higher ground, how could 1
superadd anything to it from an old
ereation ?

Many who admit that they must (as a
new creature) be born of water and of
the Spirit, have very imperfect notions
of the distinctiveness of it from their
old creation. If this be seen and ac-
knowledged, all the rest of the marvel-
lous counsel of God becomes compre-
hensible to faith, and is acecepted by it.
But if there be any indistinctness here,
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everythmg connected with us as a new
man is necessarily obscure and unac-
countable. The new birth is in no way
connected with the flesh. ¢ That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
There is a new creation, originated by
- the Spirit in the soul, and by water (the
word of (rod’'s grace), because of the
bloodshedding of Christ. The incor-
ruptible seed of the word of God declares
that we are born, not of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God; and the eye of faith resting on
Christ, assures the heart in the know-
ledge and joy of life—everlasting life
in Him. Every man in Christ 1s a new
¢reation, having eternal life in Him who
is our life. We must be clear about
this first beginning; so clear that, in
the complications which occur from our
flesh intermeddling with the projects
and desires of the new man, we may be
able to resolve them by startmg with
the fact, that there is no link at all
‘between them. The new 1s entirely
new, and the old must be marked off as
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having no part at all with it. Though
we live in the flesh, we do not war after
the flesh. As I now belong to Christ,
I have no right or rule for anything I
do but as He enjoins me.

First, then, I must see and fully
maintain that I, as a member of Christ,
am a new creation, born of water and
of the Spirit, and living now by Christ,
the eternal life which was with the
Father. This is the first and simplest
element of my existence; and, second] y, 1
require to see how God bas set aside the
flesh in order that I may comprehend
what He has substituted in its place, as
entirely beyond and apart from that
which He has set aside.

When man’s wickedness became great
on the earth, God declared to Noah:
¢ The end of all flesh is come before
me.” This, though foreshadowed by
the flood, the then judgment of God on
all flesh, was not really fulfilled till the
death of Christ, and then mercy also
rejoiced over judgment. He gave His
flesh for the life of the world. ¢ The
bread,” He says, ‘“which I will give is
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my flesh, which I will give for the life
of the world.” God’s own Son came
into this world, born of a woman: ¢ In-
asmuch as the children were partakers
of flesh and blood, he likewise took part
of the same;” holy in nature and perfect
in life, well pleasing unto His Father
in all His ways. DBut He will not abide
alone: He will die and bring forth much
fruit. ¢ And Xif I be lifted up from the
earth,” He says, “ will draw all men
unto me.” He is put to death in the
flesh. He bears the judgment that is
on the first man; He,notany way charge-
able with our guilt, bears the judgment
of it, bows His head and gives up the
ghost; and at the very time yilelds the
fat — the excellency, His own divine
‘excellency. Ience He is raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father;
declared to be the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead;
having in His death set aside that in
which we were held. The flesh was
weak 1n itself to answer to the claims
of God, and judgment had fallen on it
because of unbelief; but the Son of God
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is manifested in the flesh, bears the
judgment on man — accepts it. Per-
sonally He did stand apart from i1t; but
as apart from it, being found in fashion
as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. If He had not been
2 man, He could not have died for man;
and if He were not exempt from any,
even the slightest, link to man’s sin, He
could not have been the vicarious sacri-
fice for sin. But He came from God to
remove the sin; God’s lamb to take away
the sin of the world. He tasted death for
every man: *“ In that he died, he died
unto sin once.” In Himself He bore
the judgment on man, and terminated
the flesh, the first man, as a recognized
existence before God. Hence , though we
have known Him after the ﬂesh hence-
forth know we Him no more. Old things
are passed away, all things are become
new; and in the resurrection, He is the
Head of a new race. As in the one, the
first Adam, all die, so in Christ shall
all be made alive. The completeness of
the termination of the first Adam in the
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death of Christ is of all importance, be- .
cause if feeble in our apprehension of
this, we must be feeble in our appre-
hension of the new place in which we
are set, and we shall be hampered and
hindered in learning it, and of course in
walking according to it. The first man,
through Satan’s wiles, in unbelief marred
all. The Son of (od is manifest in the
flesh, bears the judgment that rests on
man, rises from the dead, and from
thence inaugurates a new race. The
old Adam is set aside, and entirely a
new man is set up in its place before
God. Now a member of Christ is of
this new man and nothing else. We
have put off in God’s eye and purpose,
through Christ, the old man and put on
the new, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

Little as we can take it in, and how
little, alas ! all will admit, we must see
ourselves now in Christ at the other side
of death; which at one and the same
moment was the judgment on us as
men, and the termination of our exist-
-ence a8 men before God: so that ¢ the
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life that I now live in the flesh, I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.”
How the old man is to be dealt with,
now that we are in Christ (the beginning
of the creation of God) will, n.v., be the .
subject for further inquiry; but we can-
not too simply and distinctly see and
maintain that through the death of Christ
it is totally set aside; and that the
new man in Christ Jesus is endowed
and enriched through the Spirit, with
the properties and virtues of His life,
as members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones; and as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also -
bear the image of the heavenly. We
shall have bodies of glory like unto His
body of glory. And now He is Himself
by faith dwelling in us, and making us
to know the supremacy of Himself as
our Head amid all the opposing and
hostile circumstances which encompass
us here on earth.

The new man is a part of Christ, of
the” same order with His blessed self;
no intermixture of the former man
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whatsoever. It is in Christ Jesus, unto
whose image I am Now being conformed,
that He should be the firstborn among
many brethren. On the ground of re-
demption I am born of water, which is
the word of God, and of the Spirit; and
believing in Christ, I live by Him; and
know in my soul, throngh the Spirit, the
blessed properties of His life—a foun-
tain of water springing up into ever-
lasting life,

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.

OUR POSITION

Gop, out of the spontaneous feelings of
His own heart, has come¢ In and taken
out from among this world certain
persons who were devil-possessed, led
captive, full of evil passions. God has
come in, taken them up, revealed Him-
self to them, and made them the Boay
of which His Son, seated at His own
right hand, is the Head in heaven. The
Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, 1s now
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on the throne of the Father—of the
Highest: and God has down here on
earth an answer to what He is up there.
He is making good His name on earth,
in spite of all that Satan can do. What
grace! God is in heaven; His Son
Jesus is set down at His right hand;
the Holy Ghost is here, and here in you
and in me, He makes good that which
ig the answer to the position of His own
Son as Head of the Body. This is
grace passing understanding: grace
which for height passes measure, for it
reaches to the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ: grace which for depth
comes down under all our ruin, and
which reached to us when we were—
what ? — rolled round and round by
Satan, like withered leaves In autumn.
And here ‘n us He makes good this
answer. 7To us He says, * You are the
proof that my Son is sitting up here as
Head.’ And this is th’e position in
which we are to “ sTanp” (see Eph. vi.
14): ¢ Stand therefore,having your loins
girt about with truth,” &ec.

- Here is our position; and in stating
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it, grace assumes that the hearts are all
right with God. Oh! when one sees
how God takes this for granted, how the
heart must desire to live as constrained
by the love of Christ. How ready we
are to be taken up with a hundred
objects; with any save that One with
which the Holy Ghost thrills in us!
Our houses are unpurged, ourselves un-
judged; but still He sees us as the
living members of His own Son, the
living Head; and the soul is supposed
to have a character suited to the sons
of such a Father—to vessels sealed by
the Spirit. Oh! how it shames us to
see what the Church of God was ; how
single-eyed, esteeming beyond every
object that which was dear to (od;
seeking to be Christ-bearers in the
world ! God sees how decrepit we are;
but He looks at us mow as connected
with the Son at His right hand. How
far have we a single eye? No eye is
single but that which sees (od continu- -
ally., How little one finds in souls the
knowledge of the true God, and of His
Son Jesus Christ, even among those who
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make a profession of knowing it! hav-
ing received the truth as to the mercy
and grace of God; but the imagination
may play with truth which is not in the
heart,

OUR DUTY.

ONE cannot help feeling that there onght
to be a chivalry about us now beyond
anything ever known in the Church
of God of later times. Luther did not
get beyond justification. Like, in the
woman in Luke vii,, there was great
true-hearted devotedness, but all to dis-
tinguish Christ on earth.

He never got farther; even Melanc-
thon would have reformed the national
church. We now profess to know Christ
as the One with whom we are quick-
ened (quickened is always used, I be-
lieve, for the whole work of life includ-
ing the body), and hence we ought to
declare, “ The world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.” We should
distinguish Christ by renouncing it for
His burial (like the woman in John xii.
who devoted the most precious thing
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she had to His burial), or in other words
by being dead to it altogether, because
He has died out of it. This truth ne-
~cessarily imposes on us a much more
chivalrous and self-renouncing path
than that of Luther or Meldncthon.
- We have not merely to contend with
indulgences or gross corruptions, but
we have to brave the coldness and dis-
tance of * our own'—the saints—who
refuse what we seek to enforce; that the
one living by Christ now, is also cruci-
fied as to himself with Christ. 1If one
‘term of the proposition be true, the
other is true also. Weaken or limit
the scope of the one, and yon must
‘weaken and limit the scope of the other,
How many say that they have Christ
as their life who instead of seeking to
be as crucified ones here, argue and con-
tend for acknowledgment in the flesh
here in position and self-gratification;
satisfied so long as there be no degrada-
tion of man naturally, which is their
standard. Now this is a great and
growing evil. The truth as to grace is
increasing, and is pressed with such
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clearness that there is general accept-
ance of it; but the great testimony
which should flow from an acceptance in
power is nowhere to be seen. ¢ Their
god is their belly,” could be said with
too mich truth of the mass of the pro~
fessing people of God: That is to say,
their own tastes rule more than God's
mind. The saints have to be warned
and preserved against being legal, as
we see in’ Romans and Galatians; but
there is another and a. worse form of
evil; and that is, turning the grace of
‘(odintolasciviousness; practically deny-
ing that in the flesh we were crucified
with Christ, while professing that we
live by Hnn and this we know will be
the final form of evil in and among the
people of God on earth.

There are two distinct lines of truth
which require to be presented with spe-
cial distinctness. The first is, What is
God’s thought in saving us? This
thought He has consummated in His
Son, and the scope of it we require to
have before our souls. Every priest in
Israel did not comprehend the temple
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and its furniture; but the temple and
its furniture presented the mind of God
about Israel, and each, at least, saw what
he was called to attain to. Now, in the
present day, the truth is lowered to the
measure of man’s need; hence, if the
need be met, which grace does, the con-
vert makes no advance; he rests in the
satisfaction of his need, instead of being
directed to the scope of (xod’s thought,
which only begins at his need. Where
would souls be put if they were simply
and definitely instructed in Christ Jesus
and Him crucified; connected by faith
with the living One, who was here cru-
cified, and whose death terminated man
in the flesh ?

The second line of truth so needed is,
the place and walk incumbent on us who
have received Christ here on earth—the
nature and character of that place; for
it is mnot in the glory that we shall set
forth the power of the risen Christ; it
18 here, where He died, and where we
ave dead, that we ought to display the
properties and virtues of Christ risen
from among the dead.
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OUR MOTIVE,

InteELLIGENCE in truth depends on the
spiritnal state of the soul. It is quite
impossible, before you have apprehended
your union with Christ, that you should
comprehend what the effects of that
unton are. - Now we are hid with Him.
When He shall appear, all shall be put
in order, all shall suit His presence.
Now all is confusion. The world has
cast out Christ; but He has gone up to
the right hand of (#od, and is gathering
His saints until He appears, shews
Himsgelf to them, and puts all straight.
The moment Christ shews Himself, He
must have the upper hand of all evil.
It was a matter of promise to the saints
of old. Would it be your delight if
He fulfilled it? If we are settling our-
‘selves down here, we shall not desire
that day; we shall not look for His
~ appearing. We have o go through
~ this world, an immense system of
which Satan is the head ; but our hearts
ought to have communion with God;
consciousness of Christ's separation from
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it all, and of our association with Christ
Himself. Now we have the same as He,
all but the glory. You cannot separate
the Head from the members. There is
nothing which Christ takes up but is
ours (suffering is thereby ours also).
You cannot separate Christ and all He
has from the saints. He is in them and
with them, and when Ie shall appear,
~ they shall be like Him. Ever since the
Holy Ghost came down from heaven,
this is our place. One thing that
characterizes Scripture is that the high-
‘est motives are supplied for the meanest
- things. Servants are exhorted not to
purloin because—see Titus ii. 10—14.
Brethren not to go to law—because
they shall judge the world. In the
most minute and common-place actions
the coming is brought in as a motive;
nothing less 1s contemplated, but that
the very thing which moves all actions
in the saints, should be that they have,
and are to have, Christ’s presence.

The Tord Jesus having come and
reconciled us with Himself, all His
object was to set us in the same place
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with Iimself, and nothing short of this.
You cannot put Him in a place in which
you do not necessarily, and in virtue of
it, put me. And what is the conse-
quence? I have this hope: the realiza-
tion of this union. Associated, iden-
tified, mixed up, with Christ. You
cannot separate the two. The world
and Christ are now at issue. Christ
succumbs as it were; He does not assert
His rights. But by and by the world
will have to succumb, and it shall be
manifested then that the Church had its
place in Him before and beyond the
scene in which it was to be gathered
was created. Our hope is that which
flows necessarily from connection with
Himself, the being with Him for ever;
connected with Himself everlastingly.
He will come again to receive us unto
Himself. And what more? Nothing?
“ Where I am there shall ye be al