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dhe Remembrancer.

A VOICE FOR THh NEW YEAR.

Another yea,r its course has run,

And stamped its change on all below ;
One more, on earth, has now begun :

How shall it end ? None here can know.,
The «little while” is growing less,

The Lord His promise qhdll tulfil ;
He'll come Himself His saints to bless,

And thus complete the Father's will.
The hour is fixed, the day is near

When He will (*ﬁll them hence away :
His well-known voice each one shall hear.,

And—'—-pass into eternal day !

The open door shq,ll then be closed,
The strong delusion come apace;
To Satan’s lie they’ll be exposed
Who did neg le(*t the proffered grace.
Who would not hear that gracious voice
Inviting weary ones to come,
Shall then be left Wlthout a choice
To meet the sinner’s awful doom.
What voice is that which now we hear,
- Whose sound the echoes still 1'epeat 2
“Behold the Bridegroom! He is near '
Go forth your coming Lord to meet,”
Ye sleeping saints, Awake ! Awake!
And trim your dying lamps anew,
Our cloudless morning soon shall bred,k
That midnight cry calls loud to you !
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THE FIRST THOUGHT OF CHRIST
IN RESURRECTION.

(Psalm axid. 21, 22.)

Remark that the first thought of Christ,
when heard from the horns of the unicorn,
is to declare the name of God and His
Father to His brethren—mow glorious, but
not ashamed to call us brethren. Perfect in
love, attached to these excellent of the
earth, He turns, when once He is entered
into the position of joy and blessing through
a work which gave them the title to enter, to
reveal to them what placed them in the
same position with Himself. Thus He
gathered them ; and then having awakened
their voices to the same praise as that
which He was to offer, He raises the blessed
note as man, and sings praises in the midst
of the assembly. Oh, with what loud voices
and ready hearts we ought to follow
Him! And note, he who is not clear
in acceptance and the joy of sonship
with God, in virtue of redemption, cannot
sing with Christ. He sings praises in the
midst of the assembly. Who sings with
Him? He who has learnt the song,
which he has learnt to sing as come out
of judgment into the full light and joy
of acceptance,
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THE LIVING LINK WITH A LIVING

CHRIST.

The word of God links the soul with
Christ as He was and 1s; it just gives one a
written Christ. See in Matt. v.: ©“ Blessed are
the poor in spirit;” and who so poor in
spirit as Christ? ¢ Blessed are the pure in
heart ; 7 and who so pure as He? * Blessed
are the meek:” and who so meek as He ?
“ Blessed are the peace-makers ;” He was
the great peace-maker, the very Prince of
Peace. 'The first thing, of course, is to have
Him as the living Christ for the salvation
of the soul : and then, through the written
word, we get the spiritual perception of
what this Christ 1s. 1t is the simple expres-
sion of Christ Himself, of Himm who was the
express image of God-—“ was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, so that we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth;” and
when we thus get the Spirit’s testimony to
Christ, the heart clings to Him as the “ holy”
and the “true.” Thus the Christ found in
the word governs the affections; for we
dare not, and would not, be without or
depart from this written Christ. This liv-
ing link to a living Christ is the only safe-
guard against them that would seduce you.
A holy Christ in whom we have the truth is
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the blessed strong moral assurance of the
soul when a mixed and lifeless Christianity
is powerless against delusion, and when the
same causes make the professing church
incapable of discerning a plain path, when
there is not faith enough to do without the -
world, and mixture is everywhere. Then a
holy and true Christ is the assuring guide
and stay of the soul. To Timothy Paul said,
“From a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation, through faith which is
in Christ Jesus ;” and surely there can be
no better knowledge to be got than the
knowledge of Christ. This was the point in
John's epistle. The father in Christ knew
“ Him that is from the beginning ;” he could
tell what the true Christ was; he knew
“Him that was holy, Him that was {rue.”
It is not developement that is needed, but.
merely the getting back to the simplicity
that is in Christ—to know Him truly that
was at first revealed, Him thatwas from the
beginning. Therefore if my soul is attached
to the Christ of the written word, the
Christ that I have loved down here is the
same Christ that I am waiting for to come .
and take me up there.

St N NSNS
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MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
"TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

INTRODUCTORY.

A good imtroduction to the Apocalypse
would be to take up those characteristic
passages in the New l'estament where pro-
phetic truth is looked at, not in every de-
tail, but the great leading passages—such as
Matt. xiii.; xxiv.,, xxv.; the Epistles to the
Thessalonians, ete. But before beginning,
we will have a meditation introductory to
prophecy itself, because we ought to enter
on it with our consciences and our sympa-
thies rather than with our intellects. So it
is well, before entering on it, to put our
souls somewhat into right order.

The word of prophecy treats us, not as
sinners, nor merely as saints, but, as friends
(cf. Gen. xviii. 17, and John xv. 15). The
word of the gospel treats us as sinners, and
proposes relief; and the preceptive parts edu-
cate us as saints. But the moment we come
into prophecy we forget our character as
sinners—it 1s disposed of—and we listen to
that which addresses us as friends of Christ.
A special dignity thus attaches to us the
moment we come to listen to prophecy. 1
am an intruder upon prophecy if I do not
enter upon it as one entitled to call God my
Father, and I am open to the Lord’s rebuke
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to Nicodemus—“ Go and make yourself your
object.” When I can read my title clear as
a sunbeam, then I can eome to Christ as a
friend. And this clothes the mind of the
saint with great moral dignity. It is an-
other kind of relationship from that of the
sinner or of the saint.

Then, propheecy comes in on corruption.
There would have been no prophetic voice
heard in Israel if the priesthood had not
corrupted itself. It broke in on Israel in a
day of corruption. And the prophetic voice
is the introduction of the Holy Ghost.
Aaron might have discharged his office, and
the daily services of the temple might
have been discharged by a title of Hesh,
without the Holy Ghost. But the moment
Aaron and the sons of Levi had corrupted
themselves, the Holy Ghost comes forth,
and fills a vessel with a new thing
altogethier. 8o in prophetic ministry I am
in company with the Holy Ghost at once.
This shows that God always has a remedy
for our mischief.

In these ways we must read the prophetic
office, and these thoughts are very season-
able before entering on the prophetic de-
tails themselves.

There is a way in which you may use, and
a way in which you may abuse, the pro-
phetic words : and these two ways you will
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find in Matt. ii., which I propose to consider
now as a sort of introduction to our sub-
ject. We have gathered how it was that
the prophetic voice was awakened in the
story of Israel—that corruption was the
parent, or rather the occasion of it ; and you
will not have really entered on the pro-
phetic dispensation if you do not see in it
God bringing forth His resources when man
has destroyed himself. Now, when you
come to listen to the prophetic voice you
have to inquire, How am 1 to use it? and,
How might I abuse it ? Both are illustrated
in the passage before us.

The Evangelist himself shows the first use
of prophecy. We are to have it so stored up
in our minds, that nothing may be a sur-
prise to us. The Lord Himself rebukes the
Pharisees for not knowing the signs of the
times. When the hand of God comes to
realize what the Spirit of God has already
‘announced, that is *“ the signs of the times,”
and we should be able to identify the voice
of God with the hand of God, as the Evan-
gelist does here. "When the manner of the
birth of the Child was announced, he says,
“ Oh yes, that fulfils Isaiah viii.” Here was
the greatest wonder that had ever trans-
pired in the story of human nature; but
Matthew is prepared for it by Isaiah viii.
This is to be a real friend of Christ. Hehas
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prepared me that I may not be surprised

[ with what takes place. So, again, when the

Child is taken down into Egypt, Hosea
comes to the mind of Matthew, and he now
links Hosea xi., with the Child’s coming
forth out of Egypt. He is able again to iden-
tify the voice of God with the hand of God.
Is not that < walking in the light of the
Lord” (Is. il. 5.) >—enjoying fellowship with
Christ? AllHe hears of HisFather He makes
known to us (John xv. 15),

So, when the terrific fact of the destruc-
tion of the children takes place, the Evan-
gelist is prepared forit. He may be shocked
at Herod; but he is not amazed. And again,
when the Child is carried up to Nazareth,
the Evangelist is able intelligently to gather
up all the minds of the prophets that
attached to the moment that began His
humihation. When He was turned away
to Nazareth, the Christ of God began llis
humiliation in this world. He ought to

" have been the royal Bethlehemite -He be-
~comes the despised Nazarene ; He ought to
have been King of Kings and Lord of
Lords—He becomes a nothing and a no-
body ; and the Evangelist is prepared for it.
So you and I should be able to interpret the
events of the times by inspired interpreta-
tion ; nothing baffles the Evangelist.

This is the first use of Prophecy.
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Then, another use, and the highest use of
it, 1s illustrated in the action of the wise
men of the East. These men were tgnorant,
if you please; they knew nothing of the
first use we have been speaking of, but their
hearts travelled far beyond the speed of
their heads. And what do they show me?
They show me this: that they treated the
prophetic word as a reality—as a thing
worthy of all their thoughts. When the
star of Bethlehem shone, they did not delay
a moment. As Abraham, at the call of the
God of glory, went out, not knowing
whither he went, just so these men, the
moment the star appeared, gave witness
that everything was secondary to the lead-
ings of the God of glory. This is not the
same thing as the Evangelist being prepared
to interpret events. That is beautiful ; but
here I find an honest-hearted people that act
‘on the prophetic word—treat it as a reality.
They set themselves on the way to Jeru-
salem. T could with much pleasure go
through their journey. They come to Jeru-
salem and inquire, saying, “ Where is He
that is born King of the Jews?” They keep
their gold, frankincense and myrrh treas-
ured up; they do not spend it on Herod.
Their eye was very single; they were not
fascinated by the magnificence of that
king. They came to inquire after the star
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of their prophet Balaam. And when they
are travelling from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
the star reappears. That was the consola-
tion of faith. Nothing is so entitled to the
consolations of the Spirit as the victories of
faith. They had conquered the fascinations
of Herod, and the star greets them. It had
left them to themselves on the road to Jeru-
salem. That is the trial of faith. Does not
God sometimes seem to leave you alone?
But Iet faith get a victory and God will re-
appear. |

When they got to the poor, mean manger,
then there was something to draw out their
gold, frankincense, and myrrh; whereas,
not a grain of their frankincense is given
to Herod—all that they have is laid at the
feet of the rejected, neglected Child! They
saw things invisible, and the degradation
was only a dark ground to set off the bright-
ness of the glory of Him who lay there.

Now, what use did the chief priests and
scribes make of prophecy ? They abused it ;
they treated it with an unbelieving under-
standing and an infidel heart. Do we ever
treat Scripture so? If we had not infidel
hearts, what manner of persons we should
be! The scribes read out most accurately
their warrant from Micah ; but they did not
take a single step with the wise men. We
must change our hearts to learn their lesson,
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as well as our heads. I see the wise men
acting on their lesson; I see the scribes in-
telligent of the prophetic word and indiffer-
ent to it.

We have now just introduced ourselves to
the prophetic Scriptures. When I look at
prophecy, am I in company with that with
which God began? No, indeed I am not.
He put the priesthood and the kingly office
into the hands of man, to see if he could
hold the blessing. When man proved un-
faithful, then God must maintain a line of
prophets to show that all the good that is
done on earth must be done by Himself:
“The earth and all the inhabitants thereof
are dissolved. T bear up the pillars of it.”

MATTHEW XII. AND XTJI1I.

What we are proposing now to do, is to
go through those passages in the New Tes-
tament that have a prophetic character, and
I want first to review one thought we have
already looked at. When we meditate on
prophecy, we ought to seek the temper of
Jriends of Christ, entitled to know_  His
secrets. Because prophecy becomes the
speculations of intellect, if it is not the com-
munications of friendship. Therefore, it is
a very holy thing to read prophecy. It
recognises us in the deepest and most inti-
mate relationship we can fill. We are par-
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doned sinners—we are adopted children;
but more—we are friends of Christ, entitled
to listen to His secrets.

Now I turn to Matt. xii. and xiii., begin-
ning at chap. xii. 35. Chap. xiil. gives us the
parables of the sower, the tares and wheat,
the mustard seed, the leaven, the treasure
hid in a field, the merchantman seeking
goodly pearls, and the net. This is our
material.

In all this Scripture the Lord 1s anticipat-
ing two great scenes. The first is corruption
in Israel, the second is corruption in Chris-
tendom, and we shall see how these are
connected together.

In ver. 38 of chap, xiit.,, He is asked by-the
Pharisees to give them a sign. This was
the full expression of the infidel principle,
to ask for a sign in the presence of the sub-
stance of all signs. The Lord at once (be-
cause He was quick to discern the bearing
of such a question) apprehends the total
moral downfall of Israel, and what does He
say ? “ There shall no sign be given you but
the sign of a cast-out people. You will now
put me to death—you will lose me.” Yes,
when Israel crucified Christ they lost Him.
So that that was a beautiful moral answer to
their question. The Lord answered accord-
ing to the moral of their question. He never
answered an ¢nmquiry, but the moral condi-
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tion of the immguirer. The men of Ninevah
had repented at the preaching of Jonas; the
queen of the south had gone from the utter-
most parts of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon, yet here was the great Divine
Prophet in their midst, and they were chal-
lenging Him for a sign! Then in the un-
clean spirit He shows their total downfall.
This is not yet accomplished. There is no
unclean spirit there now. The house is
emptly, swept and garnished. By-and-bye,
Hewill return and find it more ready for His
use and occupation than ever. So we find
in the prophet Daniel. The idolsshall be on
the walls of Jerusalemn. And again, in the
Apocalypse we find how an image is made
to the beast, and all the world worships it.
The unclean spirit comes in, in more terrific
form than ever. The day is coming, in which
the last state of that house shall be worse
than the first. *“ Even so shall it be also
unto this wicked generation.” ¢ Genera-
tion” here means Israel. In Matthew (chap.
xii.) the Lord limits the application of this
to Israel. In Luke the Lord goes through
the same thoughts, and does notf say, “So
shall it be,” ete., because there He is saying
it morally, in connection with Christendom
as well as Israel. For I have no doubt that
the Reformation was the sweeping out of
the house in the case of Christendom, and
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now the unclean spirit (Popery) is looking
carefully into the swept and garnished
“house (Protestantism).

Then the Lord, having thus anticipated
the moral ruin of Israel,—having looked out
through the great vista of ages to the apos-
tacy, when the desolator shall come in, -
then His mother and His brethren come,
desiring to speak with Him. But He an-
swers, “ Who is my mother, and who are my
brethren?” He is here disclaiming every-
thing in the flesh. Israel, that was con-
nected with Him in the flesh, now stood out
in apostacy before His spirit, and He begins
to disclaim all connection with flesh. He
looks to the new creation, of which there
was a little pledge and earnest in those now
gathering around Him. Do not let these
beautiful touches of the mind of Christ
escape you; I stand in admiration of this
moment. The Lord, having anticipated the
full downfall of Israel, being challenged by
His kindred in the flesh says, “ No,—flesh
has disappointed me, and I do not own it
any longer. Who is my mother? and who
are my brethren? Those who sit and hear
my words.” ¢ Of His own will begat He us,
by the word of truth.” Are we, you and ],
gathered there? Do we know that we are
new creatures, children of the word of God ?
Not children of the loins of Abraham, but
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the product of the sowing of the word by
the Holy Ghost.

Then in chap. xiii., He untolds that very
thing. He shows Himself nof as one who
had come to gather fruit. He had looked
for fruit in the old creation, and had found
none. Then He becomes a sower and is the
husbandman who begins the work of the
new creation. He is a labourer who has
gone forth by commission (not from the
throne of God but) from the bosom of the
Father. Sometimes He dates His comis-
ston from the throne. When He comes to
publish grace it 1s from the bosom of the
Father. So now He comes to prepare fruit
for Himself, and He will never gather any
fruit that He has not prepared Himself. In
this parable we find the seed was the same
in every case. Butit had this property, that
it tested the soil. So now the gospel is
preached to all, but it tests the heart of all.

- Now why does the Lord link Satan with
the way-side hearer? Because if Satan can
hear away the seed from the heart, all his
work is done. 1If it finds admittance to the
heart, then he tries to corrupt it. Then
comes the stony ground hearer. We hear
the word, and something awakens a taste-
ful emotion of mind. There is nothing in
the stony ground hearer that intimates a
work 1n the conscience, and nothing is done
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if the conscience is not reached, because the
conscience has revolted from God; and, till
that breach 'is repaired, nothing is done.
The stony ground hearers never deal with
the word as sinners,

Then the thorny ground hearers are those
that treat it with great gravity. They ac-
knowledge the importance of eternity, but
then they own ftime to be a serious thing
also; they own the weighty importance of
their place in the world, and they have no
manner of mind to sacrifice the one to the
other. And thus the two kingdoms go on
together in their hearts, and no fruit is
borne. Oh, with what divine skilfulness He
unfolds and exposes the heart !

Then, the fourth case is what He calls
“good ground.” What made it good? Was
it by any refinement of flesh? No, it was
the Spirit of God. Satan corrupts the high-
way hearer ; nature makes the stony ground
unfruitful ; the world destroys the thorny
ground hearer; the Holy Ghost is the hus-
bandman in every piece of tillage that
brings forth fruit to the Lord Jesus. Obh,
how fruitful in moral warning all this is!
Do not let us, you and me, refuse to be ex-
posed. It is good for us. Now, in that par-
able, the Lord is not giving the likeness of
the kingdom of heaven, but the tares and
the wheat begin the parables of the kingdom.

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

17

Now, we are getting into the story of
Christendom. “The kingdom of heaven,”
here, is the Christendom that surrounds us
every day. And has not the Lord antici-
pated it truly 7 How did this field become
a mingled field? “ An enemy hath done
this.” And how are we to deal with it? We
are not to attempt to cure it; and the mo-
ment the church begins to purify the world,
she has mistaken her business. They were
servants, but mistalken servants. This stares
me in the face, every hour. 1 see saints
occupied with that which Christ has never
set them to do. The church’s business is not
to purify the world. Let the church busy
herself in calling out sinners ; notin purify-
ing the world. The Lord here sweetly owns
they may be servants; but they are mis-
taken servants, and they will not prosper in
their work. Now, I want to pause and ask
are we listening to these things, as friends
of Christ? 1 dodreadentering on prophetic
truth in a spirit of intellectual speculation.
If I have not faith to take the place of a
friend, I must let the prophets and myself
part company for the present. If I want
my conscience or my heart regulated, I must

go to the Gospels or the Epistles ; and after

that, let me come and sit at the feet of the
prophets, and learn divine secrets. That is

“walking in the light of the Lord.” Did He

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

want to wait for the nineteenth century to
tell what the tare-field of Christendom
would be ? And here He invites the dis-
ciples of that day to walk according to the
light the word of God affords. Every
attempt of the church to regulate the world
is one which has been taken up in ignorance
of the mind of Christ.

Then He gives two parables in which He
is pursuing the story of the tares; and in
the next two, He is pursuing the story of
the wheat. He is giving the story of the
tares, in the parable of the mustard seed ;
and He shows that the sowing of the wicked
one, was to grow to be a most important
thing in the world. Then the leaven work-
g is varied doctrinal corruption. The one
is external, political corruption ; the other is
nternal, doctrinal corruption.  And has not
all that taken place ? What is Christendom ?
A great thing, more important than heath-
enism, or any other thing you ¢an name.
The mustard seed is there, and the leavenis
there,-—political and doctrinal corruption.

Then He comes to two sweet little par-
ables, in which He is pursuing the story of
the wheat, and under what figures does He
present it ? First, as the treasure hid in a
field. Avre the tares hidden? No, they stare
me in face on every side. But when I look
after the children of the kingdom, do they
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stare me in the face? When I look abroad,
do I see some reflection of Christ every-
where? The tares occupy the wide-spread
moral scene before me. 1T have to look for
the wheat. Could anything be more accur-
ate than these anticipations of Christ? And
the pearl in the same way. He seeks it.
But that is not all. If the mustard tree be
occupied by the unclean birds, the treasure
and the pearl are unspeakably dear to the
heart of the Lord Jesus. You see an un-
renewed man there, and a saint of God here.
How little do we realize the immense moral
distance between these two! One is the
representative of the thing which the un-
clean birds delight in ; the other is nearer to
the heart of Christ than anything in His
whole creation. How little do we apprehend
these things! The treasure was a treasure
to Christ. The pearl was a pearl in Christ's
eye. Oh, how beautiful these things are!
And, yet, I say, here is Christ, not as the
Saviour of sinners, or as the Teacher of
saints, but as a Prophet in the light, asking
you to walk in the light of Him who knew
the end from the beginning. He is my
Saviour, my Master, my Lord ; and He is a
Friend who invites me to sit by His side and
listen to what He, and He only, knows—the
bosom counsels of God.

Then in the close, we get the parable of
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the drag-net. That anticipates a moment
that we do not yet see. We have seen the
public apostacy abroad. We have seen the
heart of God hanging over His hidden thing
in this world, but we have not yet seen the
drag-net, because that represents the close
of Christendom ; the fulness of the dispen-
sation. We have not yet seen it brought to
its appointed end, and the good gathered
into vessels—the bad cast away.

And now, I just ask: are we behaving our-
selves as those nearest to the heart of the
Lord Jesus, or as the thing in which the un-
-elean birds find delight? Are we savouring

of the spirit of the world, or the spirit of the
church of God !

| (1o e contrnued, 1. V.)

FRAGMENT.—Prophecy drives us out of
the world ; Christ in glory draws us out of
the world. We have the word of prophecy
as a candle, a light shining in a dark place
——God’s candle:; but I have to do with the
bright and heavenly side as my own heart’s
portion, o
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“WHO IS THIS ? “ WHO IS WORTHY #*

Louke v, 9 ; fohn we, o’,/,, Ay v v Lake
v, 21 ; Matt. Jm 13 - Luke viit. 22-25 ; Matt.
xwv. 27, 28 ¢ Dan. m’z"z'. 16 ; xiw. 6,7 Heb. 1. 3:
[ Tem. nid. 16 ¢ Laudke 1. 28-86 3 Matt., wxe. 10;
John x. 24 : vidi. 58 Is. vii. 13, 14 : Rev. v:
Is. lciie. 17 Ps. awodv, 8-10 0 Lauke 2. 22 ; Col.
119 11 9: Rev. xte. 12, |
L.
Who 1s This? the Nazarsean-
Tis a Man of wondrous might,
Raising dead, expelling demon,
Healing lame, and giving sight:
These are works of requrreetlon,
Though the prophet died in prison,

It is none but John the Baptist
I'rom the dead who hath arisen.

Who is This? The Light is going
That our dim eyes could not scan.
Christ is to abide for ever,
Who is This, the Son of man?
Have the rulers given their sanction.
That we may believe His name : ?
How can we receive His saying?
For we know from whence He came.

** Who is This? and who can pardon
Sins of men but God alone? ”

Neribes ! in vain your hearts ye harden,
For those sins He shall atone ;

Son of man, a death to suffer
For the glory of His God,

In His power divine redeeming,
He will cleanse them by His blood.
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I1.
Who is This ? not John the Baptist.
Nor a prophet dead of old,
Tis the living God’s Anointed,
Who hath called us from the fold ;
Though unknown the path He leads us,
Tremblmg, yvet we follow on, |

For the voice of Israel’s Shepherd
- All our weary hearts hath won.

Who is This asleep in tempest,
Quelling it when rising high :
Walking on the treach’ rous waters,
Saying, “ Fear not;itis17?
It is He that on the river
Stood in DDaniel’s ancient dream,
Yea, the One Who lives for ever,
See His bright perfections beam!

Who is This? Adormg angels
Serve the Object of their care,
SNecond Man (Lnd First Beg ott(,rl,
Of created things the Heir ;
Seen of angels was = THE MYSTERY,
They their willing homage gave
{o the desert, in the garden,
By the manger, by the grave.

Who is This ? Elias, Moses

Yield to Him the honoured place,
As Revealer of the Father,

In His life of truth and grace:
Hidden in the cloud of glory,

For their earthly work is done.
Gladly hear the proclamation

“This is My Beloved Son.”
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Who is This that rides with meekness
To the city in her pride?
Guilty of the blood of prophets,
bhdll her King be cruuhed ?
“It 1s Jesus, ‘t is S the Prophet,”
Hear the loud hosannas ring,
“Son of David”—“of the Highest,”
He who will salvation bring,

Who is this? Assailed by reason,
Wearied with incessant strife,
In a veil of flesh appearing,
True God, and th’ Eberndl Life ;
Though before the elders’ council,
btdndmg meekly as the Lamb,
Heard they not the words of Jesus?
“Hre that Abr’ham was, I AM.”

IT1.

“Who is worthy ?” Sounds the herald
"Mid the circ hng throngs on high,
But from heaven and earth and hades
Silence is the sole reply ;
Cannot angel, man or demon
Shew his title to the book,
Or prevail the seals to open,
On 1t~: secret page to look ?

No! but there the weeping prophet
Sees a Llamb as had been slain,
In His wisdom and perfection
He the title shall retain;
All the power to Him is given
Seated on His Father’s throne,
Root of David, Judah’s Lion,
Him the hosts of glory own.
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“Thou art worthy!” 1s the answer,
From th’ adoring throngs above,
“Worthy of the power and glory,
Won by Thy redeeming love;”
New the song they sing in heaven,
While the angels cry the same,
And the voice of every creature
Echoes back His glorious name

IV.
Who 1s This that comes from Edom,
All His raiment died in blood ?
Saviour, Kinsman and Avenger,
Lord of lords and Word of God;
In His day of power and vengeance.
Willing shall His people be;

ie that slew and led them captive
Goes into eaptivity.

Who is this? The King of glory -
Lift the everlasting gdte !

For the triuvmph of Jehoval
All His willing people wait :

Lift ye up the doors Eternal!
Let the King of glory in,

On His priestly throne supernal
All their homage meet to win.

V.

But alone the Father knoweth
All the Fullness in the Son
Dwelling, in this scene of sorrow,
And on high when all is done ;
Lord and Christ, by God exalted—
Jesus Christ, for aye the Same—
Yet beneath that weight of glory,
lies an nnrevealed Name!
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MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
(Continued from page 20). |

MATTHEW XXIV., XXV,

We are now to look at a very serious
Scripture. When we reach Matt. xxiv., we
have done with the testing of Israel. 1
mean, that if we discern the structure of
Matthew's gospel., we shall find that the
Lord is conducting thus far a very elaborate
testing of Israel. He first proposes Himself
to them as the Bethlehemite of Micah;
then, as the light from Zabulon and Neph-
tali; and lastly, as riding on an ass, He
proposes Himself as king, to the acceptance
of the daughter of Zion. So that, all
through His life, read in one great light, He
is testing the state of the daughter of Zion :
and John, in His gospel, draws the conclu-
sion, *“ He came to His own, and His own re-
ceived Him not.” How beautiful it is to see
the ministry of the Lord in such a light!
He was the patient tiller of the vineyard, to
see if, at the eleventh hour, He could get any
fruit. But when we come to chap. xxii.,
the testing is over, and He gets up on the
judgment throne and pronounces their
guilt, and the judgment that attaches there-
to. Just as a judge, He sums up the evi-
denee and pronouvnces the verdict. Then
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He turns His back on them, saying, “ Ye
shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord.” There is great exactness in all this,
and we are not in a position to meditate on
chaps. xxiv., xxv,, if we do not a,pprehend
what I have said as a preface.

If T were to link Zechariah xi., and Isaiah
1., with this prophecy, it would be beautiful
“to see such distant lights forming so beauti-
ful a constellation before the eye ; and these
different stars, contributed by one part and
“another part, all shining together.

Then, having pronounced the judgment,
Messiah, being rejected, takes leave of
- Tsrael. He goes out from the Temple. Here
we are introduced to thoughts that attach
“to ourselves. Chapter xi., of Zechariah, tells
us of two staves, called “ beauty and bands.”
Here, at chapter xxiii., the Lord broke the
staff called “beauty.” (He did not break the
other till the Acts of the Apostles.) Here
He withdraws Himself. Now, I ask, should
we see beauty in that which Christ has re-
jected ? It was a poor thing for the disciples
to come and show Him the beauty of the
Temple. They ought to have said, “ If our
“Master has turned His back on the Temple,
© its beauty is gone.” Instead of that, nature
“hangs about that which faith has left. If
“the counterpart of the Temple of Solomon
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were here, it might be beautiful still; but.
we should not be giving it our admiration.
You will say, Are not the mountains, the
valleys, the woods, beautiful ? Fxquisitely
beautiful : but you should accustom your-
self to say, The trail of the serpent is over
every bit of i1t. All will be revived in Millen-
nial days; but now, do not you turn aside
to mark the exquisite scenery of nature for
its own sake. That is where the disciples
failed. Well, the patient Lord Jesus says,
“What you are admiring, I have left.”
There shall not be left here one stone upon
another that shall not be thrown down.
Then, in verse 3, their minds are restored
under the correcting hand of Christ: We
believe it, since Thou hast said it, and now
tell us further, when shall these things be.
Then the Lord pronounces the solemn
prophecy that fills chaps. xxiv.,, xxv., and
gives the characteristics that are to mark
the judgment of Israel. He begins to
answer them in ver. 4, and He carries the
first part of His answer down to ver. 14, and
detalls the story of what shall be before the
end comes--what He calls the beginning of
sorrows. Having reached that point, in ver.
15, He anticipates the story of this Israel, who
is now His subject. And mark, the Church is
not here. It was a stranger to His thoughts
while He was talking of Israel. He was in-
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vited to speak of the Temple, and the end of
¢ he age, and to that He applies Himself. In
verse 15 He begins to speak of the Anti-
¢hrist—the abominakle desolator who shall
¢ome. The moment that takes place (it will
not be till the Church has gone from the
gsecene) He begins to instruct His disciples
how they arve to act: “ Let them which be
in Judaea,” ete. This is the great tribulation
of which Daniel, Jeremiah and the Apo-
ecalypse speak. There, there is a constella-
tion again. Do be looking out in Scripture
for such constellations. You will find Jere-
miah, Daniel, Matthew, and the Apocalypse
each contributing a star. A little skill and
ndustry will constellate them, and in the
glory of the light they give, we are invited
to walk.

Then down to verse 28 He is telling them
how to behave themselves, and in verse 28
the judgment is executed. That 1s the rider
on the white horse of Revelation xix., and
His armies. They come down to execute
judgment on the carcase. The Lord here is
represented under the figure of an eagle
¢oming down for his prey. Then in verse
29 He shows the action of judgment. And
what verses the 20th and 30th are! What a
solemnity the judgment of God is! The sun
and the moon and the powers of heaven
array themselves in blackness. It reminds
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me of chapter xxvii. of this very gospel.
When God was judging sin, the whole earth
was darkened for three hours. There iy a
moral suitableness in this. When the
blessed Surety for sinners was bearing the
judgment of sin, the earth arrayed itself in
sackcloth. God retired from the scene, and
the whole creation felt the moment. So,
when the rider on the white horse comes
forth to execute judgment (not on sin, but)
on sinners, “ the sun shall be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light,” ete. How
little do T know of my spirit being arrayed
in darkness when I talk of judgment, or in
brilliancies when I talk of glory! Would to
God one knew a little more of that! Our
spirits should be In sympathy with these
different things.

Then, the judgment being executed, in
verse 31 we get a mere glimpse of the king-
dom that is to follow; because judgment
never closes the scene-—it only purges the
vessel which is to be filled with glory. .

Having left verse 31, we have left, for a
time, the prophetic part of these chapters
to take up a moral parenthesis. This is a
style which I find constantly in the Book of
God. When the prophet Isaiah is relating
historical facts, he is turned aside every now
and then to look at the operations of the
Spirit. That is the style of the parenthesis
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which we are looking at—from verse 42 of
chapter xxiv., to verse 30 of chapter xxv.
Here the Lord is morally talking to our
souls, and telling us that we ought to sus-
tain two beautiful characters: we should be
watchers and workers while He is absent.
He turns aside to give a look at each one of
us, for all this moral teaching attaches to
our very selves. While He is absent His peo-
ple ought to be watching and working. Do
you enjoy this style in the Book of God? 1
would the people of God partook of His
style, as well as of His spirit. We are not
set together merely to pick up knowledge;
but to stir up and animate one another’s
souls. These watchers and workers are
here represented by the wise virgins and
the faithful servant. Now, what I observed
on verse 31 of chapter xxiv,, I am going to
observe a little carefully in this chapter.
No communication I get from the Lord puts
me right into the kingdom. He stops short
of anything like a detail of the kingdom.
He gathers his elect who are to constitute
the kingdom ; but we do not see them wn
the kingdom. So in this chapter. Do you
see the wise virgins in the kingdom ? No;
they are only seen at the door. So with the
servant. He was to enter into the joy of
hig Lord. We are not told what the mar-
riage-supper is, or what the joy is; but they.
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are invited to enter the one and the other.
The moral of this is deep and exquisite; be--
cause 1t telis us what the moral material is
that goes into the kingdom, and what it is
that is kept out. Is not the character of
your friend more important to you than his
circumstances 2 So the Lord does not tell
me the circumstances of the kingdom ; but
He lets me breathe its moral atmosphere.
You will have glories, too, I grant; but
moral atmosphere is much more important.
So He tells me that all that finds entrance
into it is that which was waiting for Him in
His absence. And in the parable of the
servants we see what goes in—those who
honestly owned Him as Master while He
was absent. These two materials form the
moral element of the place. How unspeak-
ably blessed to go into a place that teems
with love to Christ, and teems with a desire
for His service! 1If the Lord were to take
me into all the material beauties of the
place, He would not gratify my heart so
deeply by the scenery of the kingdom as in
these few little verses.

Now, in verse 31 (chap. xxv.), He resumes
the prophecy, having turned aside, in the
parable of the virgins, to address our hearts;
and in the parable of the servants, to address
our consciences. Now, He resumes the pro-
phetic ecurrent of His thoughts.
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But, here again, we are not properly in
the kingdom. It is a scene justat the open-
g of the kingdom. The kingdom has not
yet arrayed itself ; but, just on the Lord as-
suming the throne of His glory, He calls the
living nations before Him to judgment.
Now, you have nothing to say to that. It is
not a resurrection scene; it is not the great
white throne ; but it is the Lord Jesus, when
He has assumed the throne of His millennial
glory, coming to inquire how the living
nations have treated His poor messengers ;
how the nations have treated those Jews
who have gone out with the everlasting
Gospel. The settlement of that question is
given in the parable of the sheep and the
goats. And let me add one thing : the moral
feature of this parable is just as beautiful
as that of the others. The element that
- gets into the kingdom is not selfishness, but
those who had loving gracious care of His
poor people. Do you wish to carry the sel-
fishness of man’s world into Christ’'s world ?
Could you be happy if you thought the fool-
ish virgins, the unfaithful servant, and the
selfish nations could enter there ? So the
Lord conducts us by the help of the wise
virgins to the borders of the kingdom ; and
again, He conducts us there by the faithful
servant; and now, by those who sympa-
thized in the day of distress, with the people
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of an unmanifested Jesus. The Lord keep
us near Himself in these thoughts, for they
are holy and deeply beautiful. Oh, that we
may give our hearts to the Lord Jesus, our

hands to His work, and our sympathies to
His people. Amen.

- MATTHEW XVIIL, .XIX., XXI., XXVI.

- We will now read a little eluster of Scrip-
tures in Matthew's Gospel: part of chaps.
xvil., XiX., and xxi., and one verse in chap.
xxvi. These four Seriptures belong to each
other, as presenting a prophetic scene to
us. I think we shall find they beautifully
combine. They point our thoughts onward.
We see the future, but we see it in very
different lights. |

Now, you see, in a short passage 1in chap.
x1x. 28 we get the future spoken of under
one simple title, *“ The regeneration.” Now
that is a title which we only find in two
places; here, and in Titus. Here it does not
mean the process of regeneration, but the
condition of the regenerated world; what is
commonly called the Millennium. It 1s
called in Hebrews, “The world to come.”
We call it, for convenience sake, the Millen-
nium. But we "often, for convenience, lose
that which is important. If the only sense
I have of the future is that it will last (as
the word implies) a thousand years, that is
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a very poor thought of it. The Millennium
will be the scene of a regenerated world-—a
world in new moral conditions. Now, in
Titus, the apostle uses the same word, but
there he is speaking of the process of regen-
eration, not the thing fully regenerated ;
and beautifully these things go together.
Your being regenerated, fits you to stand in
the regeneration of glory by-and-bye. Titus
uses the same word to express the process
in the individual which is used in Ma,tt
XiX., to express the result.

Now this regeneration is to have various
departments of glory. The Son of man
will then sit on the throne of His glory.
But when He seats Himself in that blessed
and glorious scene, He will have the heavens
with Him and He will have the earth with
Him, as the great departments of that
scene. Now the office of the transfiguration
in chap. xvii., is to present a sketech of the
heavenly part of the regeneration. The
office of chap. xxi., is to present a sample of
the earthly part of the regeneration. Thus
we see a beautiful link between three of
these passages, chaps. xvii., xix., and xxi.

We will now turn to chap. xvii. We find
‘here that the Lord takes them up to a “high
mountain.” There is a meaning in that.
Just as when the Lord took Moses up to the
highest summit of Pisgah. God is conduect-
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ing Moses mystically to the very same spot
as that to which the Lord takes Peter,
James and John—the heavens of the millen-
‘nial world. Moses sees the land before him
just with the eye of God. He wuas looking
at the footstool in company with Him who
sat on the throne. And just what God was
doing to Moses at Mount Pisgah (which was
mystically heaven), the Lord is doing here
with His disciples. And whatdid God show
to Moses? He showed him glory. The
earth will be the scene of glory in one style;
but the glory of the terrestrial is one, and
the glory of the celestial is another. KEx-
actly so, the Lord takes these three up, to
be witnesses of the glory that is to fill the
world to come. And then He Himself is
transfigured. This i1s a pledge and sample
of 1 Cor. xv. The Lord here appears in His
glorious body, just as those who are the
Lord’s will pass into their glorious bodies.
In a moment, His face shone as the sun and
His raiment was as white as the light. He
had a title to pass into the glory at once.
He might have had twelve legions of angels;
but if He had taken it alone, He would have
“abided in it alone. The Lord need not die
to pass into the glory, but if He had not
- died He would have passed into it alone.
- But the house must be filled. It was moral-
ly impossible that the Lord should dwell
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there alone. The love of God, the counsels
of grace, all forbid such a thought. So we
find Him here in company with others.
Here, they are in glory with Christ, and
tallaing with Christ. If there is a blessed
secret in the Scripture itis the intimacy of
the Lord with His people. Whether He
comes down to be in our conditions, or He
takes us up to be in s conditions, there is
the same personal intimacy between us.
They are not only n glory with Christ, but
talling with Christ. Will glory estrange
Christ from you and me ? If my necessities
did not throw me at a distance from Him,
His glory will not throw Him at a distance
from me. This is a volume of delights. 1
want, in one sense, no other writing to show
me the blessedness of the millennial heavens.

“ Like Him and with Him for ever to
be.” Moses and Ehas are talking inti-
mately with Him, face to face. You
may say there is very little told me
there about heaven. Volumnes are there,
and enough to satisfy the heart. You
get them “like Him” and “with Him. "Then
Peter feels the power of the place, in spite
of himself, and says, « Lord, it is good for us
to be here,” etc. Nothing could be a more
exquisite picture of the moral power of the
place. It took Peter out of himself, and that
is just what you and I want to make us
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thoroughly happy. Peter was willing to
work, and let others enter into his labours.
His heart was satisfied.

So we learn here, that glory will not throw
us a single inch from Him, the blessed Lord ;
and it will take us out of ourselves. When
Peter had spoken, the cloud came and sepa-
rated the glorified from those in flesh and
blood, just as 1t will be in the regeneration.
The glory of the celestial will be one, the
glory of the terrestrial will .be another.
The glorified saints may visit the earth,
there may be a ladder, but the two glories
cannot commingle. The cloud comes in to
do 1ts own office. It takes, within its folds,
the glorified family, and leaves outside those
in flesh and blood. The disciples were not
at all prepared for this; “They fell on their
face, and were sore afraid.” Then, Moses
and HElias returned to heaven. The Lord
Jesus had still to travel on to Calvary, and
when they saw Him, His robes of glory werwe
laid aside, and there lle was in their inti-
macy as Jesus again. One moment in the
intimacy of glory; the next, in the intimacy
of Him who was bound for the altar.

- Now we come to chap. xxi., and we find
ourselves in a scene altogether earthly. It
is a scene of royalty. We get no royalty in
heaven. People sometimes call the Lord
Jesus, King of the Church. This is a great
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mistake. Heis King of Israel, that will be
on earth. He will be the Firstborn among
many brethren in heaven, having the pre-
eminence there as well as here. He has the
pre-eminence wherever He shines; but He
will shine there in celestial glory as He will
‘shine here in terrestrial glory.

- Now the Lord sends out two disciples to
bring Him an ass; and if any man said any-
thing to them, they were to say, “ The Lord
hath need of him.” Now we must be a little
careful here. We are about to pay a visit to
the earthly part of the regeneration. Here
we get the Lord Jesus in two distinet
glories, in His lordship and His kingship.
There is a sample of each given here. His
lordship of all things, and His kingship in
Jerusalem. We get His lordship first,
where He sends for the ass. He assumes
that the cattle on a thousand hills are His.
The owner might have the title of a pur-
chaser, but Christ had the title of Creator.
The two disciples were the representatives
of the rights of Christ. As they were about
unfastening the ass and the colt, the owner
naturally says, “Do not be touching my
property.” “The Lord hath need of him,”
and just as Peter was made to feel the
power of the holy mount, so this man was

-~ made to feel the lordship of Jesus. Human
- nature keeps what belongs to it, and gets
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more if it can ; but this man was crowning
Him Lord of all, and blotting out his own
title deed. So the Lord gets the ass and the
eolt, according to the prophecy of Jeremiah.
Then He gets on the ass, and as soon as He

is seated there He is transfigured into royal
glory. The Lord of the whole earth, and the
King of Jerusalem are only different glories
in one Person. So the moment that as Lord
of all He gets on the ass, He enters the city
in royal glory. Then the whole multitude
is forced, just as the owner of the ass, to
express the power of the moment. lhey
hail this coming King, and ecry, “ Hosanna
to the Son of David.” How beautiful ! Is it
a happy thing to you that Christ has your
heart in His power? He can twist about
that wretched heart of yours, and make you
to feel the proper virtue of His presence.
As we read somewhere, “ the hearts of kings
are in Thy rule and governance.” Peter
was made to feel the power of the moment,
and the owner of the ass, and the .(_’,’IddY
multitude were forced to take the impres-
sion of the occasion and ery out, * Hosanna
to the Son of David,—blessed is he that com-
eth in the name of the Lord,” Now we
have paid our visit to the earth, the picture
has faded and passed away. I do not see
the Lordship of Christ on earth now, and
He has been rejected as king. And now,
was not I authorized in placing these three
passages together? They are different
departments of the regener ation. And do
not you he saying, "1 wish the lord had
spread out a larger picture of the millennial
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Heaven and earth.” =~ Make much of what
you have got. and you will find it enough for
the moment. I have Himself in various
characters of glory. The whole regenera-
tion has been mapped out before me.

Well, now just go with me to chap. xxvi.
64. You will say, What connection has
this with the other three ? I say if you do
not introduce this verse in connection with
the passages we have already had, you will
have a very imperfect knowledge of the
whole way of God in the future. The intim-
ation of the Lord is this, “ T am coming back
im judgment.” He sits in power, not in grace,
at the right hand of God, not till His elecl
are gathered in, but till His enemies are
made His footstool. The soldiers of Caesar
had seized Him. He was the world’s prisoner,
and the Lord lets the world know that when
He came back it would be in judgment. The
judgment of the world introduces Him to
the scene of His brilliant glories. Judg-
ment lies in the foreground The cloud is
constantly in Seripture, the symbol of judg-
ment, as in Isaiah, “ The Lord rideth upon a
swift cloud”™; and in Revel&twn, “ Behcld He
cometh Wlth clouds”; and so here.

So we see the kingdom shining in the dis-
tance, and then a solemn awful intimation
is given to the world, that the Lord will
enter on the scene of His glories through
judgment. Till Ile has judged the prebent
evil world, the world to come cannot be dis-
played. Till He has set aside a world of
corruption. He cannot enter on a world of
glory |

(To be continued D. V. B
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“NOT OF THE WORLD."

(Ephesians ¢.)

We get here the whole scope of God's
thoughts and purposes. The Epistle to the
Ephesians takes in two things : the presence
and power of the Holy Ghost on earth, and
the condition that we are in as the result of
it; and what this is founded on, the exaltation
of Christ at God’s right hand. Ephesians
does not speak of the coming of the Lord,
because the way our glory is brought about
is not its subject, but the present blessing of
the saints. There is a distinct part at the
end where our (30nﬂ_ict with Satan comes in,
but the general scope is what I have said :
the basis, the exaltation of Christ; then a
purpose, what is in (God’s mind; and then
the knowledge of it. by the Holy Ghost
come down. “He raised Him from the
dead, and set Him at His own right hand;”
this was needed for us to know our place
and the most important consequences flow-
ing from it down here. The presence of the
Holy Ghost who has come down from
heaven, the seal of our being heirs, and the
earnest of the inheritance, 15 our present
condition, based upon Christ raised to the
right hand of God. A Man is sitting at the
right hand of God: a wonderful truth for
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us.  “ His delights are with the sons of
men " (Prov. viii). Being a man, and hav-
ing died and therein perfectly glorified God,
God has raised Him from the dead. and set
Him at His own right hand ; and thereupon
the Holy Ghost is come down here, so that
we are associated with Him and the things
that are on high, in heart and mind, though
not yet there as to our bodies. This is
where the heart has to be; *“our conversa-
tion in heaven ” (Phil. iii. 20), for the Lord is
there. not here: He is coming to make our
hodies like unto His glorious body, but at
present we have the Holy Ghost associating
us with the place where He is.

God has “blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”
That is God’'s mind. We are not yet there
in fact. but it is the thought of God about
us. and we ought to have it always before
us.  Blessings of the Jews in earthly places
under Christ will be fulfilled in time, but for
us 1t is “ spiritual blessings,” and * in heaven-
ly places,” and “in Christ” Himself ; and
our present connection with it all comes
‘through the Holy Ghost.

We next get, in vs. 4 and 5, two aspects of
these spiritual blessings: they are brought
before ns in connection with the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and with the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. That is, Christ is
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looked at as Son and looked at as Man. The
Father owned Him in manhood, as the Son
Matthew iii.,, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom T am well pleased.” God is called the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ as Man: He is
called His Father as Son.

This is the great basis of the wondertul
place in which we are. It is man that God
has in His mind put in this place of glory in
His own Son. And this is not withont its
consequences, and those of the very highest
nature.

God’s choosing us before the foundation of
the world is not what affirms, in the time
of choosing, the sovereignty of grace; for,
supposing for a moment that God were to
choose us now, it would be just as sovereign
an act as doing it then. The practical truth
brought out in His choosing us before the
foundation of the world is, that it proves
that we have nothing to do with the world;
before its very foundation we were chosen:
we have nothing to do with it but to get
through it. God would bring us into this
blessedness with HHimself which has nothing
to do with the world. We have just to go
through it “unspotted :” that 1is all we
have to do with it. Our living place was
settled with God before ever it existed. God
had this thought to have a people in Christ,
“holy and without blame before him in
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love.” This is what God Himself 1s. He
‘thus brings us to be according to His own
nature—*“ holy and without blame ” before
Himself. We have an infinite Object before
whom we are, and having the divine nature
we can enjoy that Object. We are not
taken out of the world yet, nor are meant to
be ; but we are to pass through it as Christ
did. If one look at it in another point of
view, it is just what Christ was Himself, and
that before God. This is the thought of God.

Then (ver. 5) I get the Father. He might
have had servants like the angels, but this
was not His thought: “ He predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself.” He insists on that, it is
the blessed part of it—that it is before God,
and to Himself as Father. If it be a rela-
tionship, it is to Himself.

Thus we have the nature, * holy and
without blame.” It does not say there
“according to the good pleasure of his will,”
for God could not have beings in His pres-
ence in a sinful state. But when it is
relationship, it is “ according to the good
pleasure of his will:” He chooses to have
us as sons. 1 get love, the nature of God—
“in love "—and love of predilection too.
The place we get into is one that is
according to the good pleaure of His will,
and He brings us according to His own
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nature before Himself ; there is not a cloud
because He has “made us accepted in the
beloved "- —Christ assuredly ; but He gives
that name to Him to mark the full character
of the blessedness, and thus brings us into
His own presence.

This is the purpose: it does not say herc
how much of it is accomplished : it will not
be fully until we are in the glory. Omnly in
the end of the chapter we get what is
accomplished in fact, as the ground-work of
all our present enjoyment of it in spirit.
God takes Christ out of death and sets Him
at His own right hand in the heavenly
places. This is an accomplished thing ; it i~
“wrought in Christ:” Christ as Man is in
the glory of God.

And then we get the third thing: the
Holy Ghost has come down meanwhile.
Betore the purpose 1s accomplished, but
when the work in Christ is accomplished,
‘the Holy Ghost comes down, the seal with
which God has sealed those here who have
part in His purpose, and the earnest of their
inheritance. We are then competent fto
see God’s plans about Christ Himself, His
purpose * to gather together in one all
things in him, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth.” Then it is glory.

The first verses were our calling ; now it
1s our inheritance. And this inheritance is

s
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“after the council of his own will.,” [Itis
sovereign grace to poor sinners that brings
ns into this place. It will not be accomplish-
ed until He come ; it is in Him we have ob-
tained it, being * predestinated according
to his pupose.” That which 1s believed in
order to our being sealed is * the gospel of
our salvation.” John the Baptist was the
forerunner of Him who was to accomplish
it ; but now we have the glad tidings of it
consequent on the actual exaltation of
Christ, and the seal of the Holy Ghost as the
earnest of what 1s to come.

This 1s where we are whilst still in the
world which is no part of the purpose of
God, but 1in which, passing through disci-
pline, we learn the difference between flesh
and spirvit ; it is His ways, but no part of Iis
purpose. The Holy Ghost comes down from
heaven, gives us to know Christ, reveals to
us our inheritance, bears witness to us that
we are “ heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ.” He makes us know where we are ;
that we belong to heaven and not to this
sarth at all. As we read in Proverbs: In
the beginning of his way, before his works
of old, from the beginning or ever the earth
was, then T was by him, as one brought up
with him, and my delights were with the
sons of men,” so He became a Man, and is

one into glory as our Forerunner.
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L desire that our hearts may feel that. in
God’s thoughts and purposes, He has given
us a place that is not of the world at all ; and
that all our business in this world is to keep
ourselves unspotted from it. I do not be-
long to this world ; hefore the foundation of
it I was chosen. It is not thus simply the
sovereignty that does what 1t pleases, but
that we, as Christians, do not belong to
earth at all. < HEpistle of Christ” (2 Cor. iii,
3) 1s what we are ; we may not live up to it,
but it is what we are called to: to manifest
the second Man in the midst of the world
that has rejected Him.

NSNS

DECLINE AND ITS ANTIDOTE.

When we first receive the knowledge of
life in Christ we are absorbed, we readily
admit all else to be “ dung and dross 7 {Phil.
iil.). But when decline comes in, we get old
motives into action again. Little by little,
we are not absorbed, and then a hundred
things begin to be 1110‘01&6%—&111105 of which
[ took no notice, which did not d('t bef ore.
PPeople say, “ What harm is there in it ?’
\Vhen I begin to enquire, “ VthLt harm 1s
there 1n thls, or in that?” there 1s the
tendency to decline. There may be no harm
in the thing, but the thought about it shows
that T am not absorbed with that which is
heavenly : “Thou hast left thy first love.”
It 1s not in great sins, but here, that decline
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in the saints is manifested. When the
sense of grace is diminished, we decline in
practice.  Our motives must be in God.
Sometimes effort is made to press conduct,
works, and practice, because (it 1s said) full
grace was preached before; and now that
there is decline in practice, you must preach
practice. That which i1s the rather to be
pressed is grace—-the fivst grace. It s
orace, not legalism, that will restore the
soul. Where the sense of grace is diminish-
ed the conscience may be at the same time
une Ommonl) active, and then it condemns
the pressing of grace, and legalism is the
result.  When conscience has been put in
action through the claims of grace, that is
not legalism, and there will be holy practice
in detail.

We may fall into either of two faults--
that of (because fruits have not been pro-
duced) preaching fruits; or that of getting
at case, when certain thmgs come to have
influence over us again, through thinking
that what we approved of before was legal-
isin.  We shall not get back by dwelling on
detail. Christ 1s the great motive for every-
thing, and we must get up into the know-
ledge of resurrection with Christ to remedy
(let<Lll Here there is wonderful truth and
wonderful liberty.

Another very important point is, the
tone and spirit of our walk. Confidence in
trod, and gentlenms of spirit, is that which
becomes the saint. For this we must be at
home with God. The effect of thus ralking
in Christ, setting the Lord ever before us,
is always to make us walk with reverence,

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

49

lowliness, adoration, quietness, ease and
happiness. If I go where I am unaccustom-
ed to be—if I get, for instance, into a great
house, I may hd,ve much kindness shown
me there but when I get out again, I feel
at ease, I am glad to be out. Had I been
brought up in that house, I should feel oth-
erwise. The soul is not only happy in God
for itself, but it will bring the tone of that
house out with it. Becaunse of its joy in
God, anxieties disappear, and it will move
through the ten thousand things that would
trouble and prove anxieties to another,
without being a bit troubled. No matter
what it may be, we bring quietness of spirit
into all cireumstances whilst abiding in God.

If 24 man walk as one risen with Christ, if
he be dwelling there, it will show itself
thus: we shall not be afraid of the changes
around. We shalllive, not in stupid apathy
and listlessness, but in the exercise of lively
atffections and energies toward the Lord.
One great evidence of my dwelling in Christ,
is quietness. I have my portion elsewhere,
and I goon. Another sign is confidence in
obeying. |

This  connects itself with ¢ fellowship
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ” ~fellowship not only in joy, but in
the thoughts of the Father and the Son.
The Holy Ghost, the third Person of the
blessed Trinity, is our power of entering
with the affections into the things of God.

“The Father loveth the Son.” What a
place this puts me in, to be thus cognizant of
ahe Father's feelings towards His 1)910Ved
DOTL. :
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In our proper place we get our mind filled
and assoclated with thmgs that leave this
world as a little thing —an atom in the vast-
ness of the glory which was before the
world was.

SANNAS N
MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC

PORTIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

( Continued from page 40.)

ACTS L TO VIL

I propose now to meditate on the first
seven chapters of the Acts of the Apostles.
They have a great prophetic character. 1
must introduce them by a few observations,
When the Son of man was refused, GGod had
still a reserve left, that was, the Holy Ghost.
The mission of the Spirit comes after the
mission of the Son. [Tt is always the
divine way, that the Lord will not give us
up till He has made every trial of us. Thus
God tried Adam in innocence by a law.
The ¢nnocent creature having defiled him-
self, God tries the guilty creature again and
again, and does not give him up till He has
spent all His resources on him ; so, though
the Son of man had been refused, yet God
had still the Spirit, and that opens the
Book of the Acts of the Apostles, or, as it
might more properly be called, the Acts of
the Holy Ghost. That being so, we enter
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on the book, and we find it 1s God, in His
abounding grace, testing Israel by the
Spirit.  The result of this last trial is
reached in the first seven chapters; it is, as
to man, found utterly to fail, just as the
mission of the Son had failed as to man.
So that when the Potter came to that, He
had nothing to do but to declare the vessel
to be worthless. o
- Now in these seven chapters you will
observe that the Spirit is unhindered for a
time, just as the Son was. If we travel
through chaps. v., vi, vil, viil., and part
of ix., of Matthew, we shall find that the
Lord 1s unhindered. And so the Apostles
are here; but at length the enmity reaches
such a height, that Stephen (“full of the
Holy Ghost™) is cast out as the Son was,
“and 1s taken to heaven as the Son had been.
Now we turn to chap. 1., and we find the
Lord in ver. 3 speaking of things pertaining
to the lkingdom of God. He keeps their
thoughts in connection with the earth. 'The
Lord Jesus was born King of the Jews, and
it was because of the unbelief of the Jews
that He was not received as such. So the
Lord here, in his forty days’ resurrection-
sojourn, keeps their minds in connection
with earthly glory. And when they were
looking up, ver. 11, the angel comes and
says: “ Why stand ye gazing up ento heaven?”
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As much as saying, Thal is not the place of
your hope. You are not to follow Him
there,—-He is to come to you here. All this
15 & ministry keeping the hopes of the elect
in connection with the earth,

There is no thought yet of ascension to
heaven. Then Peter and the rest continue
in Jerusalem, and appoint another to the
bishoprick of Judas, because an apostleship
of twelve was suited to a nation distributed
into twelve tribes. So before the Holy
Ghost could come down with a ministry to
Israel, the vacancy must be filled up.

Now I will linger a little here. Pentecost
arrives, and the Spirit is given : but in what
form is. the presence of the Spirit manifest-
ed? “They began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
Did you ever think why the Holy Ghost was
manifested in the gift of tongues ? 1If we go
back to Genesis xi1., we shall find that the
children of men had so far departed from
Grod, that they took counsel to make them-
selves a name that they might not be scat-
tered abroad. That was an attempt atfect-
ing divine rights--a universal monarchy.
In the counsels of God a universal monarchy
is reserved for Christ. So, though it has
heen the effort of one Beast after another,
and in later days of the great Napoleon, it
has never been reached. When they thus
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atfected to defy the God of heaven, He stop-
ped their purpose by scattering them. Now
when God comes down to repair the mis-
chief, He comes down on the humiliation of
the Son to re-gather, to bless and to estab-
tish. The Lord Jesus has gone through the
scene of His humiliation, and upon what
Chiist has done the Spirit i1s given to re-
oather the human family—*and they heard
them speak, every man in their own tongue,
the wonderful works of God.” Man was
scattered and confounded ;--there was no
brotherhood left in the earth, because man
had exalted himnself. Because Christ has
humbled Himself for the glory of God, all
this 1s to be reversed. Pentecost is just the
reverse of the scene at Babel. God is restor-
ing man to Himself and his brother by the
accomplished work of the Lord Jesus. |

Now that gives entrance on this ministry
of the Spirit.. The Jew begins to betray his
ignorance : “These men are full of new
wine.” Then Peter opens his wmouth and
takes for his natural text the thing before
him,—-the fulfilment of the prophecy of
Joel, and upon the occasion delivers a
precious sermon on the glories of Christ.
He finds Christ in Joel, and Christ in Psalmn
xvi. He is discovering the glories of Christ
in the Sceriptures of God. Is there any such
witness of the fresh power of the Spirit as
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that? A sermon on the glorvies of Christ as
embosomed in Scripture. A very blessed
thing it is that the Spirit should begin His
work by testifying to the glories of the
rejected, crucified Christ. Not a word as
yet about grace ; but going into the bosom
of recondite Scriptures In Joel and the
Psalms, and finding Jesus of Nazareth there
—the ¢rucitied One, of whom the rabble of
the earth had said, © Cruecity Him, Crucify
Him "-—the Spirit takes up and says, He is
the God of heaven and earth. He goes to
Psalm xvi., and says, David is not in that
Psalm ; and He goes to Psalm ex., and says,
David 1s not in that Psalm. It is Jesus of
Nazareth whose soul was not left in hell. It
is Jesus of Nazareth to whom 1t iIs said,
“Sit thou on my right hand till T make thy
foes thy footstool.” It is admirable, beyond
all thought, to tind such an opening of a
freshly anointed lip. Under this preaching
there was pricking of heart. Nothing
causes pricking of heart like the disclosure
of the glories of Christ. Was not this dis-
closure the confusion of Saul of Tarsus, and
of Peter on the Lake of Galilee, and of the
prophet in Isaiah vi.? We have all sinned
and come short of the glory of God; and if
| am introduced to any sight of it, I cannot
bear it until I know that He who occupies
the glory has reconciled mie by blood. So
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they cried out, “Men and brethren, what
shall we do?” They are convicted. They
have found out thatthey aresinners. Peter
is ready at hand, and says, “ Repent,” ete.
They received the word. “Convicted yet
confiding”:  that marks those that are
truly converted. The next passage is beau-
tiful. They were satisfied, and they could
part with everything. 1t was “the expul-
sive power of a new affection,” and the
things they had boasted of before, now
might leave them.

Then, in chap. 1ii.,, Peter again uses the
occasion for his text, and now he is present-
ing grace. Having spoken of the glories of
Jesus, he now speaks of the grace that is in
the name of Jesus. What God hath joined to-
gether let no man put asunder. And will
you not consent to let His glories go before?

Now, we must mark this. In all this
testimony there is not a thought of heaven.
No: “Repent . . . . and e shall send
Jesus.” Yemen of Galilee, keep your eyes
down here.  Heaven is not your home.
Repent, and Jesus will come. Most advisedly
the Spirit is keeping the hopes of faith in
connection with earth.

Up to that moment the work of the Spirit
‘had not been hindered. Now theSadducees
begin to resentif. The self-righteous Phari-
see stood up in contradiction to gracein THE
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SoN. Now, the resurrectionis spoken of and
the Sadducee stands in contradiction. Peter
and John are put in prison; but Peter has
now been “converted” (‘restored’ Luke
xxii. 32). Instead of being intimidated by ¢
maiden, he can now confront the Sadducees
as well as the Pharisees, and lead his breth-
ren on from strength to strength.

Then they go on through chap. iv. It is
lovely to see two qualities of boldness and
tenderness in these chapters:—the boldness
with which they confront the enemy, their
tenderness with a poor lame beggar ; and the
exultation yet brokenness when they ad-
dress themselves to God. Would you blot
out such beautiful qualities of action? We
are clumsy. We ought to clothe right
things in right qualities, put “apples of gold
in pictures of silver.” Then in chap v., we
see a beautiful action, the keeping of the
House of God clean. Ananias and Sapphira
are beguiled by this: they wanted to ap-
pear on a level with their brethren; they
did not like to appear to come behind, yet
they had not faith to part with their money,
and that ensnared them to death. I do not
say that it was anything more than judi-
cial death,—the death of the body.

Then through chap. v., Peter was bold as
ever: “ We ought to obey God rather than
men.” Here is the man that denied the
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Lord before a damsel! Then Gamaliel stands
forth and, for the time, is a kind of partition-
wall between them and the enmity.

As we enter on chap. vi,, we must pause
on a very humbling thing. Could you be-
lieve that before such heated enmity from
the world around, they would have bicker-
ings among themselves? We often say
persecution binds the church together, but
here is a witness that it is not enough. The
chapter opens with the domestic bickerings
of the saints; and closes with the martyr
spirit that was in their bosom all the time.
How the Book of God leads our thoughts
hither and thither and exposes us to
ourselves !

But now comes the erisis.  Just as in the
cross of Christ, in the martyrdom of Stephen
we get a critical era. Chap. vii., closes the
Book of Acts, so far as it is kindred with the
four Evangelists. The path of the Spirit is
critically the same as the path of the Son.
The Spirit, like the Son, comes down with
hopes for the earth, finds indisposedness.
and takes His flicht to heaven, just as the
Son was forced by His rejection to find His
inheritance in heaven. There were two dif-
ferent aspects in which the Lord was looked
at in His death,—as a victim and as a
martyr. As a poor sinner, I go to the cross
where the Lamb of God bled ;- -as a saint, 1 %
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go to it and say, “ That is where my great
Exemplar was cast out, and 1 was cast out
with Him.” The last is how Paul looked at
the cross when he said, < God forbid that [
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world 1s erucified
unto me, and I unto the world.” So in 1
Cor. i.,, *“ We preach Christ erucified.”

Commonly when people speak of the
cross, they limit their thoughts to it, as the
place where the Lamb of God hung. Asa
sinner I know nothing else: but as a saint 1
take another look at it, and see my great
Exemplar hung there because He was 2
witness against the world. In this way
Stephen followed the path of a martyr. He
was a withess against the world, and the
world cast him out. So the Spirit in Stephen
meets the same reception as the Son.

Now, let us mark it: Stephen was cast
out; there was no angel to open the prison
doors for /Aim. But before he meets his
death he 18 made a child of resurrection.
Before ever a stone disfigured his face, God
had glorified his countenance. God put His
beauty on him, before ever man had put
his marring touch on him. Now, just as
Peter in chaps. 11., i1i., takes the occasion for
his text, so Stephen here takes his own
“beautiful glorified visage, takes faemself as
his text. Will not you take yourself as
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your text for eternity:—“ Worthy is the
Lamb.” We ought to be able to preach a
sermon - on ourselves now. Stephen takes
himself for his text, and what does he say?
‘He says, “ Why., I am no novelty in your
history. It has been the same thing from
Abel downward.” There has always been
a heavenly parenthesis in the bosom of the
earthly story. Forinstance, Abraham went
forth from his father’s house into a strange
land, where his only company was his tent
and his altar. In due time, God said his .
children should inherit the land. Joseph in
the same manner became a heavenly
stranger. He was cast out by his brethren
and sent down into HEgypt.

Abraham’s heavenly strangership in Ca-
naan was a picture of Stephen’s heavenly
ascension ; and Joseph’s dignity and joys
and new found family in Egypt are a picture
of the heaven Stephen was going to. In the
same way Moses was taken for a time to the
back of the mountain, where he found a new
family and was happy with his dear
Zipporah. And when we come to the his-
tory of Christ, we find the same thing. Ie
came with glad tidings. They cast Him out
and heaven received Him. And heaven is
just about to receive Stephen. And now I
ask. are you in company with Stephen ?

Do you believe you are oceupying the heav-
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enly parenthesis in the bosom of God’s
history of the earth? What were stones to
Stephen? ¢ Ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God; and when Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall we
also appear with Him in glory.,” What did
he see when he looked up? “ Ye men of
(xalilee, why stand ye gazingupintoheaven?”
Was that still the voice? The Holy Ghost
directed Stephen’s eyes. The scene of our
expectation 1s transferred; Stephen went
there as ourrepresentative. How beautiful
to see him thus on the confines of the two
countries! His left foot on earth where he
was about to be martyred, his right foot
scaling the heavens that were about to re-
ceive him! From that day to this the
Chureh has been travelling the ‘path of a
heavenly stranger. As far as you and I are
pulling down our barns and building great-
er, as far as we are covetous and worldly.
we are notin chap. vii. of Acts; and let me
not dare for a moment to disfigure the work
of God, and take myself for my text.

It is the path of the Church from that day
to this, and will be, till we are taken to meet
the Lord in the air, and be for ever with Him.

(To be continued D. V)
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DIVINE LOVE.

= Beloved, let us love one another @ for love
ts of God : and every one that loveth s born
of God, and knoweth God.  He that loveth not
kenoweth not God : for God 1s love.  In this
was  mantfested the love of God towards us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we weight live through him.
Herein s love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved ws, and sert his Son to be the propi-
fiation for our sins,

Beloved, of God so loved us, we ought also
to love one another,  No man hath seen God
at any time.  If 1ee love one another, God
carcelleth in us, and hes love s perfected in us,
Herveby know we that e decell e him, and he
i us, because he hath geeen ws of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son to be the Saciour of the
world.”  (John v, 7-14.)

The three tests of true Christianity are here
distinetly laid down, and the apostle pur-
sues his exhortations, developing the ful-
ness and intimacy of our relationships with
a God of love, mamtaining that participa-
fion of nature in which love 1s of God, and
he who loves 1s born of God, partakes there-
fore of His nature, and knows Him (for it is
by faith that he received it) as partaking of
His nature. He who loves not does not
know God. We must possess the nature
that loves 1n order to know what love is,
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He then who does not love does not know
God, for God is love. SHuch a person has not
one sentiment in connection with the na-
ture of God: how then can he know Him ?
No more than an animal can know what a
man’s mind or understanding is when he
has not got it.

(xive especial heed, dear reader, to this im-
‘mense prerogative, which flows from the
whole doctrine of the epistle. The eternal
life which waswith the Father has been man-
ifested and bas been {mparted to us: thus we
d;wl_t_ﬂgerj\of the divine nature. The af-
fections of that nature acting in us, rest by
the power of the Holy Ghost, in the enjoy-
ment of communion with God who is its
source: we dwell in Hhi;; and He in. us.
The actings of this nature prove that He
dwells in us. The first thing is the state-
ment of the truth, that, if we thus love, God
Himself dwells 114_%35 He who works this
w But He is infinite, and the
heart rests in Him ; we know at the same
time that we dwell in Him, and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit. But
this passage, so rich in blessing, demands
that we should follow it with order.

He begins with the fact that love is of
God. It is His nature; He is its source.
Therefore he who loves is born of God, is a
partaker of His nature, Also he knows
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God; for he knows what love is, and God 1s
its fulness. This is the doctrine which
makes everything depend on our participa-
tion in the divine nature
Now, this might be transforimed on the -
one hand into mysticism, by leading us to
fix our attention on our love for God, and
love in us, that being God’s nature, as if it
was sald, Love 1§ (God, not God is love, and
by seeking to fathom the divine nature in
ourselves; or to doubt on the other, because
we do not find the effects of the divine na-
ture inus as we would. In effect, he who
does not love (for the thing, as everin John,
is expressed in an abstract way) does not
know (od, fo;;(lp;d_l_\loxro The possession
of the naturelisnecessary to the understand-
ing of what that nature is, and for the know-
ledge of Him who 1s its perfection.
. But if I seek to know it, and have or give
' the proof of it, it is not to the existence of
the nature in us that the Spirit of God di-
rects the thoughts of the believers as their
object. God, he has said, is-lewe; and this
_p)zwﬁ_bﬁmmﬂllf%ted towards us in that

"3011, thdt we Im(rht

life in us, but, that od hd,s glven I‘.IIS Son in
order that we might live, and further to
make propitiation forour sins. (God be
praised! we know this love, not by the poor
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results of its action in ourselves, but in its
perfection in God, and that even in a mani-
festation of it towards us, which is wholly
outside ourselves. It is a fact outside our-
selves which is the manifestation of this
perfect love. We enjoy it by participating
in_the divine nature; we know it by the

‘infinite gift of God’s Son. The exercise and

praof _of it are there.
The full scope of this principle and all the

force of its truth are stated and demonstra-
ted in that which follows. Itis striking to
see how the Holy Spirit, in an epistle which
is essentially occupied with the life of
Christ and its fruits in us, gives the proof
and full character of love in that which is
wholly without ourselves. Nor can any-
thing be more perfect than the way in
which thelove of God 1s here set forth, from
the time it is occupied with our sinful state
till we stand before the judgment-seat.
God has thought of all: love fowards us as
sinners (vs, 4, 10) : awmi}s (V@;_.u)

Wndlmon in view
of the day of judgment (ver. 17). In verse9,
the love of God is manifested in the gift of
Christ : first, to give us life—we were dead ;
secondly, to make propitiation—we were
guilty. Our whole case is taken up. In
verse 10, the great principle of grace, what
love is, where and how known, is clearly
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stated in words of infinite importance as to
the very nature of Christianity. Herein is
love, not that we have loved God (that was
the principle of the law), butin that He has
loved us, and has given His Son to make
propitiation for our sins. Here, then it is
that we have learnt that which love is. It
was perfect in Him when we had no love
for Him ; perfect in Him in that He exer-
cised it towards us when we were in our
sins, and sent His Son to be the propitiatiomn
for them. The apostle then affirms, no
doubt, that he who loves not knows not
God. The pretension to possess this love
is judged by this means; but in order to
know love we must not seek for it in our-
selves, but seek it manifested in God when:
we had mone. He gives the life which loves:.
and He has made propitiation for our sins..

And now with regard to the enjoyment
and the privileges of this love :—if God has.
so loved us (this i1s the ground that He takes).
we ought to love one another.

No one has ever seen God : if we love one
another, God dwells in us. His presence,
Himself dwelling in us, rises in the excel-
lency of His nature above all the barriers of
circumstances, and attaches us to those who
are His. It is God in the power of His
nature which is the source of thought and
feeling, and diffuses itself among them in
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whom it is. One can understand this. How
is it that I love strangers from another land,
persons of different habits, whom I have
never known, more intimately than mem-
bers of my own family after the flesh?
How is it that I have thoughts in common,
objects infinitely loved in common, affec-
tions powerfully engaged, a stronger bond
with persons whom I have never seen, than
with the otherwise dear companions of my
childhood ? 1t is because there is in them
and in me a source of thoughts and affec-
tions which is not human. God is in it.
God dwells in us. What happiness! What
a bond! Does He unot communicate Him-
self to the soul? Does He not render it
conscious of His presence in love? Assured-
ly, yes. And if He is thus in us, the blessed
source of our thoughts, can there be fear,
or distance, or uncertainty, with regard to
what He is? None at all. His love is per-
fected in us. We know Him as love in our
souls: the second great point in this re-
markable passage, the enjoyment of divine
love in our souls, ‘

The apostle has not yet said, *“ We know
that we dwell in Him.” He will say it now.
But, if the love of the brethren is in us, God
dwells in us. When it is in exercise, we are
conscious of the presence of God, as perfect
love in us. It flls the heart, and thus is

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

67
exercised in us. Now this consciousness 1s
the effect of the presence of His Spirit, as
the source and power of life and nature, in
us. He has given us, not here “ His Spirit ™
—the proof that He dwells in us, but “of
His Spirit;” we participate by His presence
in us in divine affections through the Spirit,
and thus we not only know that He dwells
in us, but the presence of the Spirit, acting
in a nature which is that of God in us,
makes us conscious that we dwell in Him.
For He is the infiniteness and perfection of
that which is now in us.

The heart rests in this, and enjoys Him,
and 1s hidden from all that is outside Him,
in the consciousness of the perfect love in
which (thus dwelling in Him) one finds one-
self. The Spirit makes us dwell in God, and
gives us thus the consciousness that He
dwells in us. Thus we, in the savour and
consciousness of the love that was in it, can
testify of that in which it was manifested
beyond all Jewish limits, that the Father
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

NS NASNS™

FraoMENT.-—Christ’'s love was not the
theory of one who comes and merely tells
what God is, but the practical exhibition of
Him. He shows out God in all the variety
of His unreserved and immeasurable love !
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DEVOTEDNESS AND SEPARATION.

(Romans «cir., 1, 2.)

At different times we see that the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God has been to some
particular truths to meet the special need
of the day. In our day it is a testimony to
practical devotedness, and entire separation
Jrom the evil that is in the world. 1t has
been through God’s laying these two truths
home on the conscience that anything like
a revival in these last days has been accom-
plished. Notice the lever the apostle uses
in this chapter to move the saints. Had he
not a heart for the sheep? Assuredly he
thad. But there was another he had a heart
for, and that was the Lord Jesus Christ.
He beging, “1 beseech,” &c. (observe the
-claim which this emphatic love is led to
use), “ by the mercies of God.” This is the
motive by which he appeals to them. Mer-
.cles went, up to the God of heaven, and down
to the mind of the poor, feeble Christian.
‘Without a sense of the mercies there cannot
be devotedness to God, and separation from
evil. Holiness will not do it. If I am linger-
ing in Sodom, it is because T have not learnt
what mercy is. What do you think God
ought to do towards you? Have you any
¢laim upon Him, but that He should hate
you? Are you just clay in the hands of the
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Potter, what no other potter could make
anything with? Are you in His hand, for
Him to mould you as He will, guilty and
loathsome as you are in contrast with
Christ? Christ is light, and you are dark-
ness. God could do nothmg with you but
pick you up in wmercy.

Observe what this mercy really is. It is
not merely providential mercy as men talk,
but the mercies are summed up in all the
preceding chapters of the epistle; and the
summing up does mnot even close at
chap. viii., but after showing the dispensa-
tions in chaps. 1x., to xi., when he has open-
ed and shut all that for the earth, &ec., he
breaks out, “1I beseech you, by the mercies
of (rod.” What there is for man must be all
on the ground of mercy. God does not
want a testimony from us in heaven, but He
does upon the earth ; and He will have one.
We must get into God's thoughts about
things, and we see that God never brings
any one into such a position as not to need
mercy. '

“That ye may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect,” &c. The
thought is, that we are to prove what the
risen Christ 1s in one who has the couscious-
ness of sin in the members. We are told to
‘“cease to do evil.” Aye, but you say, I find
evil is within me, and I cannot get away
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from it. But you are told to cease to do
evil. As to the evil within you, remember
that God went into that question at the
cross, and that not only “sins” (what
we've done) were atoned for by Christ's
precious blood-shedding, but that the evil
you find within you, “sin in the flesh” was
also dealt with, “For what the law could
not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the like-
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
sin in the flesh ” (Rom. viii.). And now, the
believer as “dead with Christ” i1s enjoined
to “reckon himself to be dead indeed unto
sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. vi.). The epistle to the Colossians
takes us a step further, showing us that,
before God (and to faith), the believer is not
only looked upon as “dead with Christ”
(chap. ii.) but “risen with Christ” (chap. iii) ;
and that, having Christ as our life,” we are
to “ mortify our members™ &c.

Why is the Christian left here at all? If
a man makes a clock, it is for a purpose. It
has hands to show the time, and they are
like the living members of Christ here—
made for use, for service to Christ; or else
why are you converted before you are just
going to die? It would have saved God a
great deal of trouble and much dishonour if
He had not converted people till just before
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they died. God meant to get honour to
Himself down here. As the clock is made
to show the time, so God's people were
intended to show forth His praises. A
clock 1s never kept in order if it is not kept
going; and you will never find a body in
health if not in action; and in spiritual
things, you will never find a Christian in a
healthy state who does not keep his body a
living sacrafice for God. A Christian ought
to be full of joy and of the Holy Ghost.

The second exhortation of the apostle
18- to nonconformity to the world, and this
is a point which tests us all very closely. It
is a most difficult thing to get the true test
as to what worldliness is. There is one
thing certain—you will never get it if you
keep to the outside features of conduct ; for
worldliness may be as nicely fed in the
heart with all the appearance of denying it.
In Cain we see the selfishness of his plea,
“ Lest any finding me, kill me.” What does
he d¢ when God sets His mark upon him?
He goes and settles himself down nicely
without God. It was self and not God he
thought of. He had not the single eye, his
thoughts all clustering round self, and not
the God that had spared him: and there was
his sin. If a man is grasping after some-
thing for self, he is not satisfied with God,
and is wanting something else, and some-
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thing by which he may exalt himself a little
in the world. It is “the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.”
All these deny that God made us for Him-
self. The moment Adam and Eve catered
for themselves, all the mischief was done.
With Christ Satan tried these three things,
but could not get in, because Christ had no
mind to cater for Himself. The world can
creep in between the leaves of the thoughts
of one's mind, and do more mischief than
the bookworm in a library. Just as the
worm does the harm in secret, so does the
world in the heart : self is most difficult to
detect. |

That formm of worldliness whiech conneets
itself with feebleness of conscience is most
deceitful. The body, soul and spirit are for
Christ. A man says, “1 am not at liberty
to eat meat.” Well, he must not eat it
against his conscience, and yet after a while
he may find it just the world in his con-
science that hindered his doing it. It might
be his own great reliousness, and more light
will show him this. How can you decide
between conscience and feeling ? In answer
to this question, I would ask another: Do
you really mean to say to God, the Father
of the Lord Jesus Christ, “ Thou requirest
this of me, and I give it thee?” Ah! I say,
Take care you do not mistake feeling for
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conscience. If you walk like the world, you
are no witness for Christ, and you haveto
pick your way out of Sodom as quickly as
you can. Does the world come In where
God should be? If I am seeking something
apart from God, it is the world, lust, &c.
The only power to sustain this pilgrim
course is mercy. If you leave it behind you
for a moment you break down directly.
Nothing dissolves the ties to the world first
or last but that which separated us at first.

N NSNS

MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

( Continued from Page 60)

 ROMANS IX., X.. XI

When we enter on the Epistle to the
Romans, and look for prophetic truth, we
find 1t very distinetly standing out. 'The
epistle consists of three parts.

The first part closes with chap. viii.,, and
is the education of the wndwiduwal saint.
You are there alone with Christ, and you
are introduced to the justification of your
person, and may shout in spirit, * Who shall
condemn ?”  “ Who shall separate ?”

In chaps. ix., x.. and xi., you get the dis-
pensations of God, or His dealings with the
earth from beginning to end, and there you
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get prophecy. It is most desirable for the
soul to acquaint itself with God’'s story of
the earth.

Then, when we close chap. xi., it takes up
practical details, still addressing itself to
the saints of God, but now they are looked
at, not alone with Christ, but in company
with one another, in their social place. It
is very important to see these distinetions.

Now supposing we direct our eye to
chaps. ix., x., and xi., the second great divi-
sion of the epistle.- They introduce our
thoughts, as I have said, to divine dispensa-
tions-—the dealings of God with the earth
from beginning to end. Chapter ix., opens
with a very fervent protest on the part of
Paul. He is about to tell Israel that they
are going to be cast off for a time, and he
could not approach such a subject without
feeling it. He begins, therefore, by a very
fervent utterance of his heart—“1 could
wish * that myself were accursed from
Christ, for my brethren,” ete. He shows how
he had continual sorrow of heart for them.
Then bhe recalls their ancient dignity. The
promises were theirs,—the fathers woere
theirs,—Christ was theirs, concerning the
flesh. That takes him down to wver. 5.

* Or rather, * I have wished "—a moment’s earnest-
appeal, as beside himself. He had loved them as
much as Moses (Ex. xxxii. 32). :
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Then, in ver. 6, he goes on torelieve himself
and you. It is not that the present ruin of
Israel has broken God’s word. Nay, it has
fulfilled it. It does not follow that all who
are of Israel are Israel; and he goes on to
prove that in the case of Ishmael and Isaac,
Jacob and Esau. When you are tracing the
dispensational ways of God, you are always
in company with His word. His hand always
verifies His word. We see this in the open-
ing of Matthew’s gospel. Was the Child to go
down into Kgypt? He turns to the prophet
Hosea and finds it there. Was the Bethle-
hemite to be called a Nazarene ? He turns to
all the prophets and finds it there. When
you mark a ecorrespontdence between the
word of God and the events passing under
your eye, you are dealing with “the signs of
the times.” Therefore, in the second part of
the chapter, he says, Do not think the word
of God has failed. I have the Book in my
hand, and you under my eye, and 1 find you
ave fulfilling His word. 'That carries us
down to ver. 13. Then, in ver. 14, he says:
“ What shall we say then? Is their unright-
eousness with God?” No, that cannot be;
but their is sovereign mercy with God. And
then he illustrates this in the beautiful par-
able of the two vessels. Pharaoh was a
vessel of wrath. [Israel was a vessel ap-
pointed to mercy. Mark how beautifully
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he speaks of these. Did Gfod prepare Phar-
aoh to be a vessel of wrath? Indeed He
did not. When Pharaoh forgot Joseph he
was fitting himself by his iniquity for the
righteous judgment of God. But as to the
vessels of mercy, it is Himself who prepares
them from the very first; and if He did
not, not one of us would ever be a vessel of
mercy. If He did not begin to set His love
upon you, and to make you His object, you
never would be prepared to glory. Did He
not prepare Israel in Egypt? that wretched
people that said, “ Who made thee a prince
and a judge over us?” If God had not pre-
pared them, they had entitled themselves to
no better treatment than Pharaoh himself.

In these two figures the necessity of sov-
ereign grace shines out, yet the perfect re-
sponsibility of the creature. Could Pharaoh
have forgotten Joseph, who had made Egypt
the queen of the earth, and been guiltless?
- Then, when the apostle comes down in the
close of the 9th chapter to assert sovereign-
ty as a necessary thing, he shows that God
will act in sovereignty in behalf of the Gen-
tile, as well as in behalf of the Jew. In the
30th verse he draws up his soul again to
another meditation: “ What shall we say
then?” This is what I say:—“That the
Gentiles which followed not after righteous-
ness have attained to righteousness, even
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the righteousness which 1s of faith.” TIsrael
is now cast off for their own unbelief.
“They stumbled at 7he stumbling stone.”
Then chap. x., occupies itself with that sub-
ject. He 1is still breaking his heart over
them, and is a beautiful model for you and
me. If we sit in company with the proph-
ets, we should not be unmoved readers of
them. “Brethren. my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for lsrael is that they might
be saved. For I bear them record that they
have a zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge.” Now, it is not their ancient dig-
~nity, but their religion that moves him. If
thereis a heart-breaking thing in theworld it
1s to have to mourn over a man’s religion.
We are living among people steeped in relig-
iousness, yet every bit of it is cause of sorrow
to us. And what is his prayer? “ That they
might be saved.” What! does a religious
people want to be saved ? Yes; they want
to be saved from their own religiousness, as
well as from their own corruptions and
lusts. “ Being ignorant of God’s righteous-
ness.” Not taking righteousness as a gift,
they go about to establish their own right-
eousness, and h&ve_.not submitted themselves
to the righteousness of God. A fine moral
word 1s this word “ submaitted.” If you take
divine righteousness you have subjected
nature. Then he discusses the two right-
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eousnesses. The first duty of the heart is to
believe in Christ, and the first duty of the
lips is to confess Him. The righteousness
of faith says, “1 will sit as still as a stone
and let the salvation of God pass before
me.” -

Then, having established that, he sauys
beautifully in the 14th verse, “ How can you
attach guilt to Israel ? Perhaps they have
not heard.” Yes they have. They cannot
plead that ; they have looked for righteous-
ness in an unscriptural way, and cannot
plead ignorance. For ‘“to Israel He saith,
All day long have I stretched forth my
hands to a disobedient and gainsaying
people.” He leaves Israel under the guilt of
not having found the righteousness which is
by faith.

Then in chapter xi., he looks at the dis-
pensations of God. e opens by saying,
“ Hath God cast away His people?” This
epistle, among other things, checks our own
inferences. Here is one of them *“ Hath
God cast away His people?” No. That is
your own conclusion. I myself, being an
Israelite, am a witness that He has.not cast
away His people. The apostle stands forth
as a beautiful witness that God has an elee-
tion in the midst of the nation, as He had in
the time of Elias. But, for the present, the
nation as such is still an outeast nation.
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“ But now I want to know " (he says in the
11th verse) “has the nafion stumbled ?” In
the Ist verse the enquiry was, “ IHas God no
people among Israel ?” T am a witness that
He has,” says Paul. < Well, then, has He
cast off Israel, as a nation?” The rest of
the chapter discusses that question. If we
are intelligent in the mind of the Lord we
will see that Israel 1s to be restored, as «
nation. Now he comes to answer the ques-
tion: “ Have they stumbled that they should
fall?” No. It isaremnant-day now ; it will
be a nation-day by-and-bye. That is, God
will by-and bye deal with them nationally,
as He is dealing now with an election in
their midst, and with the very grace in
which you stand this moment. 'This dignity
attaches to you as Gentiles that you stand
out before the nation of the Jews as a
sample of God’s mercy. on which ground
they themselves will be taken up, as a
nation, at a future day.

But then he says, “ You Gentiles that are
grafted in, take care that you are not boast-
ing. Do you mean to infer that they will
not be grafted in again? That is your own
speculation. Because of unbelief they were
cast off, but let me tell you, if He spared
not the natural branches, take heed lest
also He spare not thee.” Do you believe
Christendom has continued in the goodness
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of God? You could not say it. And what
shall be its end? The apostle tells you it
shall be cut off. And there is not a ray of
hope for Christendom. There is nothing
before it but the judgment of the day of
Christ.  But there shall come out of Zion a
Deliverer to turn away ungodliness from
Jacob. There is the answer to the question :
“ Hath God cast away His people?” By-
and-bve they will be beloved as a nation,
for the fathers’ sakes. If you do not mean
to deprive God of one great article of His
own delight, the nation of Israel must be
restored. Do you think God is going to tell
Abraham He has repented of His covenant
when He promised him the land? “The
gifts and calling of God are without repent-
ance.”

“ For God hath concluded all in unbelief
that He might have mercy upon all”
Whether it be the Gentiles for heavenly

places, or the Jews for earthly places, 1t ix
all one story of boundless grace and won-
drous mercy, warranted and perfected in
the blood of Christ. Redemption is too
precious a story not to be rehearsed in every
part of God’s creation.

Then his heart runs over and he burst
forth: « O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowled*re of God!” Here
it i= the shout of his %plI'lt over the wisdom
and knowledge of God. *“ For of Him, and

through Him, and to Him are all things : to
whom be glory for ever. Amen.

(To be continued., 1. V7.)
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THE CONFEDERACIES OF MEN, AND
THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD.

SCRIPTURE contemplates fhostile associa-
tions of men and of nations. Isaiah vii.,
viil., was the era. of one, and the prophecy
of another. Joel i1, tells of “ multitudes,
multitudes,” gathered together in the day
of Jerusalem’s final sorrow. Psalm Ixxxiii.,
anticipates a confederacy against the Israel
of God; and “Gog” is the witness of a host
of nations leagued in infidel defiance of the
Lord. |

But Scripture also contemplates civid or
worldly associations—and it is our business
to watch their spirit, their purpose, and
their working, awful indeed as they are in
forming the character and history of the
world, and in urging it on its way to meet
the judgment of God.

It was confederacy of this sort which was
among the descendants of Noah. The one
speech and the one language of the children
of men in that day led them to judge that
they were strong, and that by a little skill
and effort they might wax still stronger,
even to independency of God. The mater-
ial under their hand in the plain of Shinar,
promised very fair. They were all of one lan-
guage, and were journeying in one direc-
tion. They were invited by tavourable cir-
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cumstances (providences as they might say),
and they would make a common effort, and
try the industrial resources of nature.
Things looked well for progress. With a
little skill and diligence of their own, the
fruitful plain would yield them brick and
mortar, and they might accomplish much,
And why should they not use the resources
of nature, and exercise their own capabili-
ties ? Why should they not try what “the
raw material,” by man’s “art and manufac-
ture,” would lead to, and do tfor them ?

This was the language of the children of
men in Genesis xi. Whether God would
have it thus or not, they never thought of
waiting to consider. He was not betore
them. They did their own pleasure. They
built a city and a tower, that both name
and security, glory and strength, might be
theirs.

Thus was it in those early days. 1n other
and very distant days, in the days of the
Saviour, it was the same--—with this aggra-
vating circumstance--that confederacies
then formed themselves of strange, discord-
ant elements, because of the working of the
natural enmity of the heart to God—let
that heart be disciplined or trained as it
may be, whether in a Jewish or Gentile
school. In that enmi:ty,_ the Jew and the
(entile are found together; and so are the
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Pharisee and the Sadducee—the men of
different politics and of different sects. The
world combined thesz divers: malerials
against an wunworldly Jesus. This was the
secret of their confederacy. The Pharisee
and the Sadducee were men of different
thoughts altogether, considered simply in
themselves; but the world can be their
common object in resistance of Christ.
This is seen in Matthew xvi. 1-4. “Shew
us a sign from heaven,” they come together
and say to Him. That 1s, they challenge
the Lord to accredit Himself in some way
that the world could appreciate, or that,
otherwise, they would reject Himn by com-
mon consent.

This 1s to be laid to heart. The world has
power to combine very different elements
when an wnworldly Christ stands out as a
common enemy. Herod and Pilate were
made friends together. There may be the
secular and the ecclesiastical, even the infi-
del and the superstitions; but let an wun-
worldly Christ appear, and He will be chal-
langed as the object of common enmity. A
heavenly stranger sojourning on earth for
a time, is regarded as a trespasser by both ;
and however else they may differ, they can
confederate and act together against Him.
God, such as man’s heart or man’s religion
gives him, man will accept; but the truc
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God, whose image Jesus s, will never do for
him.

All this is for the present consideration of
our souls. For the world is becoming a
common object in these days of ours. All
are aiding its advancement, and the develop-
ment of its capabilities, and the multiplying
of its desirable and delectable things-—and
such a generation as this, may easily become
the material of a contederacy or common
association against the unworldly Jesus and
the chureh of God.

Strange coalition of this kind is presented
to ux by the Lord Himself in Luke xi. Tt 1s
a solemn word of warning ; and, I may add,
a seasonable word, just in this present day.

The unclean spirit had been the original
tenant of this leprous house. In due time
he left 1t, seeking other scenes of action.
But after a while he returns, and finds his
old house in a new condition. His absence,
the absence of an unclean spirit, had
left it open to other influences; and,
accordingly, on his return he finds it
“swept and garnished.” This, however,
does not disappoint him. He rather deems
it to be more suited to his purposes than
ever. And it is in this fact--this solemn,
awful fact —that I judge there is something
for our careful and special observation at
this timne, and for this generation. '
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This leprous house changed its style or
condition, but not its owner, nor 1its fitness
to answer the purposes of its owner. If the
unelean spirit had been disappointed in his
wanderings, he is not so on his return to
his old dwelling. So far otherwise is it,
that he goes to gather seven other spirits,
more wicked than himself, and they all
make entrance into the house, more thor-
oughly than ever to accomplish its ruin.
And they succeed : the last state of it is
worse than the first.

This is a picture, indeed, of strange, un-
expected confederacies. An wunclean spirit
enters a swept house, associating with him-
self seven other spirits. This is a strange
coalition. Things are found together in
this house which naturally suited neither
the house 1tself, nor each other. But still,
there they are in (:f_)inpa‘ny, and dwell and
work together. An wunclean spirit, with
seven other spivits, in a swept and garnished
house !
 Is this Christendom in her last state? Is
it to come to this? Is it not, I rather
ask, on its way to this already? Are
there mnot symptoms, somewhat ¢too
plain to be mistaken, of such strange,
unnatural alliances, all around us? Are
not elements in themselves repulsive, be-
ginning to try their capability of combin-
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ing ? Is not “alliance ” the favourite watch-
word of the day? Is not the unclean spirit
of darker, earlier days making fresh en-
trance into a reformed, and swept, and or-
namented house? Is not this the Christen-
dom of the present hour? Are not the pre-
‘monitions of the Divine Prophet realizing
before us and around us at this moment?

There are many spirits abroad at present,
“gone out into the world.,” The old “ un-
clean spirit” 1s abroad in growing vigour,
the spirit of idolatry or superstition. The
infidel spirit is abroad. The worldly spirit
is abroad—that energy which, with its ten
thousand arts, i1s embellishing and furnish-
ing its native place, using refinement of all
sorts, morals, religion, intellectual culture
and intellectual delights, science and musie,
books and pictures, everything that can set
off and recommend the world, and linking
“ the million ” with nobles in the enjoyment
of it.

Thus i1s 1t in the history of this present
hour. The affecting truth that Jesus is the
rejected Jesus in this world, is practically
forgotten in all this. That mystery is
scorned by some, denied by others, slighted
by others, and but coldly, carelessly, and
feebly acted on by us who thoroughly and
entirely own it among the deep and pre-
cious things of God. For we say, llow could
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God meet anything in this world but rejec-
tion? The world had already departed
from Him, ere He came into 1it. It had set
up for itself long before, even from the days
of Cain and the city of Enoch. But how
deep-seated its enmity must be, when it re-
fused to know such an one as Jesus! This
enmity of the world was as the enmity of
the Jews, who could forget all their hatred
of the Gentile, settled and rooted as that
hatred was in the very heart of the nation,
and say, in the desire to rid themselves of
EHim, “ We have no king but Ceesar.” They
refused the waters of Shiloah that flowed
softly, and rejoiced in Rezin and Remaliah’s
$01.

But confederacy has not closed its history,
or spent all its energy yet. Far otherwise.
It must be witnessed in full action at the
end, as it was at the beginning. We have
“seen it in the early days of Babel, and in the
mntured meridian days of the Lord Jesus,
and are still to see it in the declining days
of the Apocalypse. And the “old serpent”
will be the life and instigator of confedera-
cies at the end, as he was at the beginning,
and hitherto. The book of the Apocalypse
witnesses this, especially in the mysteries or
symbols of “the woman” and “the beast.”

The woman sits on many waters. Multi-
tudes, tongues, nations, and peoples, all
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receive the cup of fornication at her hand.
Kings of the earth, merchants of the earth,
inhabitance of the earth, every shipmaster
and sailor, and such as trade in the sea, are
subject to her.—The beast has the whole
world wondering after him. In himself he
combines the lion and the bear and the
teopard, and has ten horns and seven heads.
“The false prophet” ministers to him, and
the kings by one consent, give their power
to him. All that dwell on the earth worship
him. Small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, receive his mark in their fore-
head.

These are awful tokens of confederated
energies of evil. And in them we see the
beginning reproduced at the end. For con-
federacy is the mode or form in which man
makes display of his natural pride and
apostasy.

And in that form of confederation
God will judge the revolted children of men
speedily, as He has already done in early
days. At the beginning, it was the alliance
between the woman and the serpent that
He broke, saying to the serpent, “1 will put
enmity between thee and the woman.” It
was those who were gathered in the rebel-
plain of Shinar that He scattered over the
face of the whole earth. And so it is the
body of the apocalyptic woman in her pride,
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He will give to the burning flame ; and His
supper, “the supper of the great God,” shall
celebrate the doom and ruin of the beast
and his associates.

Our present vietory, beloved, 1s by separ-
ation. Beparation is holiness—if it be sep-
aration to the place and character which
the ealling of God suggests.

The purpose of the serpent in the garden
was to withdraw Eve from the condition
which the Lord God had put her. - She was
to sacrifice that, and get advancement from
him. She consented: and at once as a
“chaste virgin” she was ruined. Her
purity was lost. Whatever she gained,
she lost that. She lost what God had
made her.

The chuiceh, like the Eve of Genesis ii.,
should be what the hand of God has made
her, taking the cross of Christ as its
Instrument  or  material. That cross
has brought her nigh to God, but en-
stranged her from the world. And when
the principles of the world propose to
cultivate and advance the church, and such
proposal is listened to; we see again, what of
old we saw in Genesis iii., the mystic Eve
has lost her virgin-purity.

The proposal to advance the chureh by
such means is attractive. But so was the
proposal of the serpent at the beginning- -
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“ Ye shall be as gods.” This was an angel
of light, a minister of righteousness, in the
judgment of flesh and blood. But it worked
corruption and utter moral ruin, for it be-
guiled her from the state in which God had
left her.

And this generation is doing its best to
commend the world to the church, “the
tree” to “the woman” again. It speaks, as
though the world were now a very differ-
ent thing from what the cross of Christ has
declared it and proved it to be. It speaks,
as if Christ were no longer a re¢jected Christ.
But if the saint listen, as of old Eve did, he
s so far corrupted—for he is surrendering
the place, the condition, and the character,
which the cross of Christ has given him and
made him.

The serpent would fain give man a garden
again. And a happier garden it shall be
than God once gave him. He shall have
cvery tree in 1t. The world shall be a wise
world, a religious world, a cultivated world,
a delightful place, and still advancing. The
man of benevolence, the man of morals, the
religious and the intellectual man, the man
of refined pleasures, all will find their home
in it. And this shall be the world’s oneness.
And all who desire their fellow-creatures’
happiness, and a common rest after so many
centuries of confusion and trouble, will
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surely not refuse to join this honourable and
happy confederacy.

Nothing will withstand all this but ¢ the
love of the truth”—nothing but faith in
that word which gathers a sinner to Jesus
and His blood, and the hopes of a poor
world-wearied believer to Jesusand His king-
dom. Come what may to you, beioved,
though it be moral or refined or religious in
its bearing, it is “unrighteousness,” if it be
not of “the t uth” (2 Thess. ii.)

“All the world is to wonder after the
beast” before “every tongue contesses Jesus
to be Lord.” Each will be in its day—but
the beast will have his day, his day of the
rule of evil, ere Jesus has Ifis day of the
dominion of light and righteousness. lhe
saint has to walk apart from those schemes
or confederations which are undertaking to
make the world what God ecan accept, till
the rejection of Christ be answered from
heaven. Little do many who favour the
system of religious ordinances, and assert
the rights and dignities of office, think that
they are combining with those who are cul-
tivating the masses and the pcople by lib-
eral institutions. But it is so—for all are
cultrvating man, instead of renewing him.
All are doing something against the truth,
and not for the truth. (See 2 Cor. xtii. 8.)
The attempt 1s very specious. The system
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of the beast and his kings will, in 1ts day, be
very tair. They have all “one mind "—and
from the attractiveness of such unity noth-
ing will preserve the soul but the faith that
knows the principles of God, and that any
thing or every thing that proposes to set
the world in order till judgments have
cleared it, is of the god of this world and not
of hecaven. The thing that i1s to have this
“one mind,” is the very thing thaiv with-
stands the Lamb, and is judged of God in the
day of the Lord {Hev. xvii. 13, 14; xix. 19, 20).

Fasy to write this, beloved but I know
that 1t 19 the poirer of separation that is to
be cherished by us. It was so in the soul of
the dear apostle, as we see him in 2 Tim-
othy. In that affecting Hpistle, he breathes
a spirit which was strong in the grace that
15 in Christ Jesus, and consciously treading
the borders of the glory. And with this he
had ardent love for the prosperity of the
church, and of his beloved Timothy. Here
was the hidden virtue of his beautiful and
distinet separation from the world, or the
corrupted ¢ great house,” which was then
rising up before him and arcund him. His
separation was in the power of this faith
and hope and charity. And to like grace
the Spirit calls us in this day, when the
“great house” of that Epistle has become
the Christendom of this day.
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The scenery of the Prophets (and that
scenery is as real as what at this moment is
under our eve), and I may say, very special-
ly that of the Apocalypse, is acquiring. in-
creased distinctness in  the thoughts of
many of the saints of God in these days. In
other days it was looked on as dim and
clouded. And 1s not this, I ask, some symp-
tom that we are approaching those regions
—that we are conscious of increasing dis-
tinctness because of nearness ?

And besides ; there is something of an in-
stinetive turning to thoughts of judgment
and of glory among us.  There is something
of a sense of this solemn fact, that God 1s
about to interfere in some way or another
with the course of things around us. The
energies of evil are seen to be very active,
and the world to be very haughty and self-
sufficient. The present day is the manhood
of the world. The world is playing the man
now. It speaks of other days as one would
remember his childhood. It 1s boasting
itself beyond all former pretentions, and
promising to do greater things still. And
so will it proceed, till in the moment of its
loftiest pride the judgment of God over-
takes it. | |

The people of God should wait with the
girdle and the lamp, which are the beautiful
standing symbeols of their calling, till the
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L.ord appears— that is, with minds girt up
unto holy separation from present things,
and with hearts brightened up with the
desire and expectation of coming things.

These thoughts of judgment may profit-
ably move our hearts at this hour. But let
me add, for it 1s a comfort to remember it,
that the judgments of God are always only
by the way, and never close the scene, or ter-
minate His action and purpose. He does
indeed pass through them, but He only
passes through them, or rather with them,
onward to glory and the kingdom, which is
His calling. The deluge, one of His judg-
ments, led to the new world under the
government of Noah. The judgment of the
cities of the plain was survived, and Abra-
ham is seen on high, the next morning,
above it all, and Lot is delivered. The
judgment of Egypt was the redemption of
Israel destined for the inheritance.

And for still further strength and com-
fort I may add, that if the mind could be
delivered from the blinding and prejudicing
power of self-love, it would speak the judg-
ment of righteousness, and justify God in
His judgments. Look at Adam. His biding
behind the trees of the garden gave judg-
ment against himself with God. Look at
the camp in Numbers xiv. Their utter
silence the moment the Glory appeared did
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the same. It was like Adam’s hiding of
himself. Look at David. Nathan catches
his conscience when he appealed simply to
his moral sense, his estimate of right and
wrong, his measure of iniquity and its retri-
bution. He got from David such a sentence
as justified the judgment of God against
himself. He little suspected that he was
pronouncing sentence in his own cause. But
it was so—and self-love being dismissed or
set aside for a moment, and the moral sense
being left alone in company with the
offence, David out of his own mouth is
judged, and God's judgment is justified.

So, the husbandmen of Matthew xxi.
Like Nathan with David, the Lord catches
the conscience of the Jews, and makes them
pronounce their own condemnation. And
all this, because self-love was again, as it
were, sent out of court, and the mere moral
sense, the sense of good and evil, right and
wrong, i1s alone on the judgment seat. The
decree of God against them 1is there antici-
pated by themselves.

And so with the man without the wedding
garment in Matt. xxii. He got into the
marriage feast with a careless heart, just
thinking of himself in the power of some
form or other of mere nature. DBut again,
in his case, when the sense that judged
what was fitting and neccessary was called
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into exercise, and there was nothing to
interfere witl its action in the conscience—-
when the simple, unmixed thought is
presented to him, whether any person in
such a dress should be in such a place, he is
“ gpeechless,” he is convicted, he has noth-
ing to say, and his own judgment tells him
that such an one as he has no business in
such a place as that.

These may be used by the soul as illustra-
tions of the great truth, that the Judge of
all the earth will do right, that He will be
justified when He speaks and clear when
He judges. Out of our own mouth will He
condemn. When Eve pleaded the serpent’s
guile, and Adam pleaded Eve's gift to him,
the Lord God did not condescend to answer
the pless. And who of us at this hour does
not justify Him in pronouncing that sen-
tence without replying to those excuses?

All this is for us and our comfort, when
we think of Him with whom we have to
do; and we may sing of Him and of His
praise, when the subject is either “mercy”
or “judgment.” (Ps. ¢i. 1) But judgment,
again I say, never closes the scene. It is
never “the end of the Lord.” The things of
Job were all set right, and mmuch more than
that, ere “ the end of the Lord” in his his-
tory was reached. His things in the world,
in his own person, both mind and body, in
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the family, and in the church, were all in
confusion. His cattle were stolen, his

houses were in ruins, his children were
dead, and his brethren were set against
him, he misunderstanding and reviling
them, and they injuri()usly reproaching and
condemning him. All was thus out of or-
der, within and around him, as to the world,
the family, and the church.

How c¢ould there be more confusion ? But
God’s “end” lay beyond all this---for we
never reach God’s end in either discipline or
judgment, the discipline of an individual
saint, or the judgment of a people or a
world. |

So does the Holy Jesus alone close and
crown the Book which details the coming
judgments of God. (Rev. xxi1.)

How little does the soul rise up in the
power of these things which are so easily
discerned, and so freely spoken of and
written about !

SIS

“ Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and fouch not the
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
nmy sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al-
mighty. Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all ﬁlthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect-
ing holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Cor. vi.
17 —wvir. 1.
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BABYLON AND THE BEAST.

(Rev. xvir.)

Rabylon is a great system in the earth by
which men’s hearts are drawn away from
God. It supplies them with something to
have natural enjoyment in besides joy in
God. In this Babylon is the great whore
drawing out corrupt affections. She is sup-
ported by the great power of the earth;
but power is not what is presented in Baby-
lon, but the withdrawal of affection from
God to have it spent on what ministers to
natural lust. There are the kings of the
earth, merchants of the earth, and all na-
tions brought in as acted on by Babylon.
She ministers to the enjoyment of kings, to
the wealth of merchants, and to the excite-
ment of nations : she is borne by the beast
whose character is blaspheming power; but
she, by corrupt fascinations, rules over the
kings of the earth. When she is judged
then the beast will rule by blaspheming
power, drawing out the wonder of the
whole world, and their worship too; but
before the beast comes to rule, he supports
the mother of harlots and abominations of
the earth. Open blasphemy is not the
character of prevailing evil in the present
day ; neither is it an astonishing display of
combined power, because the beast still car-
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ries the woman. But theevil of the present
day is enjoyment in the world, not in Christ ;
riches in the world not in Christ: and the
excitement of these things intoxicates men's
minds, so that engagement in the things of
Christ are put out of mind. All this may
be under a profession of the truth ; because
it is the beast that is the blasphemer, who,
before he himself rules, supports the mother
of harlots—-the parent of all who draw
affection from God to the things of the
world.

The woman is drunken with the blood of
the saints; but the inhabitants of the earth
are drunken with the wine of her fortica-
tion. When the saints are persecuted, then
the spirit that draws the heart away from
God becomes excited : it takes fresh stimu-
lus from this to present with attraction its
sinful gratifications; and then these abomin-
ations act on the spirit of the inhabitants of
the earth, and excite them. The kings, as
the great ones of the earth, commit forni-
cation with her; the inhabitants, as the com-
mon people of the world, are excited by it.
If there 15 a wicked show in the town, it acts
thus doubly : the rich people pay for going
in and enjoy the show; the poor people
crowd outside the door under the excitement
of it. Both are acted on by the evil.

The heast was full of names of blasphemy :

o
o
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but the woman had a cup full of abomina-
ttons and filthiness of her fornication.
The effort of the woman is not to
make you an open blasphemer, but to
mix the things of the world with religion,
so that, whilst letting people have the form
of godliness, the power thereof is practically
denied. The beast has not even the form of
godliness, he is full of names of blasphemy :
but he is not ruling, he only supports the
woman who does rule.

“The beast which thou sawest was, and is
not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and go into perdition.” The beast in its
first constitution is seen in Dan. vii., thus it
was—but it has declined and ceased to ex-
hibit itself ; but in its revival it will assume
a new feature as coming out of the bottom-
less pit. Its constituted strength was
not this, but its restored 1s. That
which has its source In wickedness, and its
end in judgment, revealed to the servants,
will have its importance lowered before
them 1n some little moment of boast ; but
they who have not the mind of God, and
~walk by sight, are altogether dazzled by
this display; and so, “they that dwell on
the earth shall wonder, whose names were
not written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world, when they behold
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.”
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DEVOTEDNESS.

Begone, each earth-born tie and bond,
Begone affection, deep and fond,
That Christ does not partake.
Have I a box of alabaster,
Not yet broken for the Master,
To which my heart but clings the faster?
Help me my box to break.

"Oh ! break, whatever it may be,

That holdeth back my heart from Thee,
Who died my heart to win.

All other love, however dear,

However old, or strong, or near,

Of which Thow art not theme and sphere,
Is only polished sin.

All other love would cease to flow—

But Thire no chill nor change can know,
In spite of ill return.

The source of Thine is not in me

In what I am, or I can be—

The deep, deep spring is found in Thee —
It cannot cease to burn.

Upon my callous heart impress
The depth and height of all Thy grace,
That 1 may love Thee morve.
That Thou canst call a worm Thy treasure—
That Thoun canst find in me Thy pleasure—-
Tells of a love which none can measure,
But worship and adore !
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“«THE VERY GOD OF PEACE NANC-
TIFY YOU WHOLLY.)
(1 Thess. v. 23.)

There 1s something very sweet to the
heart to notice (and ponder over) the differ-
ent titles God takes to Himself in the word,
and how He, in matchless grace, adapts Him-
self to the circumstances and needs of His
people. How peculiarly appropiate then, in
view of all the troubles and persecutions the
Thessalonians were called to pass through
(see Acts xvii. 1-15; 1 Thess, 11. 14-16), that, in
concluding this precious epistle, the a,pocstle
should bring before them God in the title of
“The very (xod of peace.” After an epistle
like this his heart turned readily to God in
this character ; for we enjoy peace in the
presence of God—mnot only peace of con-
science, on the ground of the work of the
Lord Jesus, but peace of heart.

In the previous part is found the activity
of love in the heart; that i1s to say, God
present and acting in us, who are viewed as
partaking, at the same time, of the divine
nature, which is the spring of that holiness
which will be manifested in all its perfection
before God at the coming of Jesus with all
His saints. Here it is the God of peace, to
whom the apostle looks for the accomplish-
ment of this work. There it was the activ-
ity of a divine principle i a principle
connected with the presence of God and our
communion with Him. Here it 1s the per-
fect rest of heart in which holiness develops
itself, The absence of peace in the heart
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arises from the activity of the passions and
the will, increased by the sense of power-
lessness to satisfy or even to gratify them.

But in God all is peace. He can be active
in love; He can glorify Himself by creating
what He will; He can act in judgment to
cast out the evil that is before His eyes.
But He rests ever in Himself, and both in
good and in evil He knows the end from the
beginning aund is undisturbed. When He
fills the heart, He imparts this rest to us:
we cannot rest in ourselves; we cannot find
rest of heart in the actings of our passions,
either without an object or upon an object,
nor in the rending and destructive energy of
our own will. We find our rest in God—not
the rest that implies weariness, but rest of
heart in the possession of all that we desire,
and of that which even forms our desires
and fully satisfies them, in the possession of
an object in which conscience has nothing to
reproach us and has but to be silent, in the
certainty that it is the Supreme Good which
the heart is enjoying, the supreme and only
authority to whose will it responds—and
that will is love towards us. God bestows
rest, peace. He is never called the God of
joy. He gives us joy truly, and we ought to
rejoice ; but joy implies something surpris-
ing, unexpected, exceptional, at least in con-
trast with, and in consequence of, evil. The
peace that we possess, that which satisfies
us, has no element of this kind, nothing
which is in contrast, nothing which disturbs.
It is more deep, more perfect than joy. It
is more the satisfaction of a naturein that
which perfectly answers to it, and in which
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it develops itself, without any contrast being
necessary to enhance the satisfaction of a
heart that has not all which it desires, or of
which it is capable. |

God, as has been said, rests thus in Him-
self—is this rest tor Himself. He gives us,

and 1s for us, this entire peace. The con-
science being perfect through the work of
Christ who has made peace and reconciled
us to God, the new nature—and consequently
the heart—finds its pertect satisfaction in
God, and the will is silent ; moreover, 1t has
nothmg further to desire.

It is not only that God meets the desires
that we have: He is the source of mnew
desires to the new man by the revelation of
Himself in love.* He is both the source of
the nature and its infinite object ; and that,
in love. It is His part to be so. It is more
than creation ; it is reconciliation, which 1is
more than creation, because there is in it
more development of love, that is to say, ot
(God: and it is thus that we know God. It
is that which He is essentially in Christ.

In the angels He glorifies H1m~aelf in crea-
tion: they excel us in strength, In Chris-
tians he glorifies Himself in reconciliation,
to make them the first fruits of His new
creation, when He shall have reconciled all
things in heaven and on earth by Christ.
Therefore it is written, * Blessed are the
ped(‘emakers for they qhall be called the chﬂ-

* Hence there is the opposite to weariness in the
heavenly enjovment of God ; because He who is the
infinite object of enjoyment is the infinite source and
strength of capacity to enjoy, though we enjoy as
recipient creatures.
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dren [sons] of God.” They have His nature
and His character.

It is in these relationships with God—or
rather it is God in these relationships with
us in peace, in His communion, wheo de-
velops sanctification, our inward conformity
of affection and intelligence (and eonse-
quently of outward conduct) with Him and
His will. “ The God of peace himself sanctify
vou wholly.” May there be nothing in us
that does not yield to this benignant influ-
ence of peace which we enjoy in communion
with God! May no power or force in us own
anything but Himself! In all things may
He be our all, so that He only may rule in
our hearts'!

He has brought us perfectly into this place
of blessedness in Christ and by His work.
There is nothing between us and God but the
exercise of His love, the enjoyment of our
happiness, and the worship of our hearts.
We are the proof before Him, the testimony.,
the fruit, of the accomplishment of all that:
He holds most precious, of that which has
perfectly glorified Him, of that in which He
delights, and of the glory of the One wha
has accomplished it, namely, of Christ, and
of His work. We are the fruit of the re-
demption that Christ has accomplished, and
the objects of the satisfaction which God
must feel in the exercise of His love.

God in grace is the God of peace for us:
for here divine righteousness finds its satig-
faction, and love 1ts perfect exercise.

The apostle here prays that, in this charae-
ter, God may work in us to make everything
respond to Himself thus revealed. Here only
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18 this development of humanity given—-
“body, soul and spirit.” The object is as-
suredly not metaphysical, but to express
man in all the parts of his being; the vessel
by which he expresses that which he is, the
natural affections of his soul, the elevated
workings of his mind, through which he is
above the animals and in intelligent relation-
ship with God. May God be found in each,
as the mover, spring and guide !

In general, the words “soul and spirit”
are used without making any distinetion
between them, for the soul of man was
formed very differently from that of ani-
mals, in that God breathed into his nostrils
the breath (spirit) of life, and it was thus
that man became a living soul. Therefore
it suffices to say soul as to man and the other
is supposed. Or, in saying spirit, in this
sense the elevated character of his soul is
expressed. The animal has also its natural
affections, has a living soul, attaches itself,
knows the persons who do it good, devotes
itself to its master, loves him, will even give
its life for him ; but 1t has not that which
can be in relationship with God (alas ! which
can set itself at enmity against Him), which
can occupy itself with things outside its own
nature as the master of others.

The Holy Spirit then wills that man, ree-
onciled with God, should be consecrated, in
every part of his being, to the God who has
brought him into relationship with Himself
by the revelation of His love, and by the
work of His grace, and that nothing in the
man should admit an object beneath the
divine nature of which he is partaker; so
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that he should thus be preserved blameless
unto the coming of Christ.

Let us observe here, that it 1s 1n no wise
beneath the new nature in us to perform
our duties faithfully in all the various rela-
tionships in which God has placed us; but
- quite the contrary. That which is reqmred
is to bring God into them, His authority, and
the intelligence which that imparts. There-
fore it is said to husbands to live with their
wives “according to knowledge,” or intelli-
gence ; that 1s to say, not only with human:
and natural affections (which, as things are,.
do not by themselves even maintain their
place), but as before God and conscious of
His will. It may be that God may call us,
in ¢connection with the extraordinary work
of His grace, to consecrate ourselves entire-
ly to it; but otherwise the will of God is
accomphshed in the relationships in which
He has placed us, and divine intelligence and
obedience to God are developed in them.
Finally God has called us to this life of holi-
ness with Himself ; He is faithful, and He
will accomplish it. May He enable us to
cleave to Him, that we may realize it !

Observe again here, how the coming of
Christ is introduced, and the expectation of
this coming, as an integral part of Christian
life. ¢ Blameless,” it says, ot the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.,” The life which had
developed 1itself in obedience and holiness
meets the Lord at His coming. Death is not
in question. The life which we have found
is to be such when He appears. The man,
in every part of his being, moved by this
life, 1s found there blameless when Jesus
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ccomes. Death was overcome (not yet de-
stroyed): a new life 1s ours. This life, and
‘the man living of this life, are found, with
their Head and Source, in the glory. Then
will the weakness disappear which is con-
nected with his present condition. That
which is mortal shall be swallowed up of
life : that is all. We are Christ’'s: He is our
life. We wait for Him, that we may be with
Him, and that He may perfect all things in
the glory.

Let us also here examine a little into that
which this passage teaches us with regard
to sanctification. It 1s connected indeed
with a nature, but it is linked with an ob-
ject; and 1t depends for its realization on the
operation of another, namely, of God Him-
seltf ; and it is founded on a perfect work of
reconeciliation with God already accom-
plished. Inasmuch as it is founded on an
accomplished reconciliation, into which we
enter by the reception of a new nature, the
Sceriptures consider Christians as already
perfectly sanctified in Christ. It is practic
ally carried out by the operation of the Holy
Ghost, who, in imparting this nature, separ-
ates us—as thus born again—entirely from
the world. 1t is important to maintain this
truth, and to stand very clearly and distinct-
1y on this ground: otherwise practical sanc-
tification soon becomes detached from a new
nature received, and is but the amelioration
of the natural man and then it is quite legal,
a return—after reconciliation—into doubt
and uncertainty, because, though justified,
the man is not accounted meet for heaven—
this depends on progress, so that justifica-
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tion does not give peace with God. Serip-
ture says, “Giving thanks te the Father,
who hath made us meet for the 1nher1tc1nce
of the saints in light.” Progress there is,
but not in Scripture connected with meet-
ness. (The thief was meet for Paradise and
went there.) Such views are an enfeekling
not to say destructive, of the work of re-
demption, that is, of its appreciation in our
hearts by faith.

We are then sanctified (it is thus the Scrip-
ture most frequently speaks) by God the
Father, by the blood and the offering of
Christ, and by the Spirit—that is to say, we
are set apa,rt for God perbonally and for
ever. In this point of view justification is
presented in the word as consequent upon
sanctification, a thing into Which we enter
through it. Taken up as sinners in the
world, we are set apart by the Holy Ghost
to enjoy all the efficacy of the work of Christ
according to the counsels of the Father : set
apart by the communication of a new life,
no doubt, but placed by this setting apart
in the enjoyment of all that Christ has
gained for us. I say again, It 1s very import-
ant to hold fast this truth both for the glory
of God and for our own peace: but the Spirit
of God in the Epistle to the Thessalonians
does not speak of it in this point of view, but
of the practical realization of the develop-
ment of this life of separation from the
world and from evil. He speaks of this di-
vine development in the inner man, which
makes sanctification a real and intelligent
condition of soul, a state of practical com-
munion with God, according to that nature
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and to the revelation of God with Whlch it is
connected,

In this respect we find indeed a prmclple
of life which works in us—that which is
called a subjective state: but it is impossi-
ble to separate this operation in us from an
object (man would be God if it were so), nor
consequently from a continual work of God
in us that holds us in communion with that
ob]ect which is God himself. Accordingly
it is through the truth by the word, whether
at first in the communication of hfe or in
detail all along our path: “Sanctify them
through Thy truth; Thy word is truth.”

Man, we know, has degraded himself. He
has enslaved Himself to the lusts of the
animal part of his being. But how? By
departing from God. God does not sanctify
man apart from the knowledge of Himself,
leaving man still at a distance from Him ;
but, while giving him a new nature which i is
capable of it, by giving to this nature (which
cannot even exist without it) an object-—
Himself, He does not makeman independent,
as he wished to be: the new man is the
dependent man; it is his perfection—dJesus
exemplified this in His life. The new man
18 a man dependent in his affections: he
desires to be so, he delights in, and cannot
be happy without, bemtr so0; and his depend-
ence 18 on love, Whlle still obedient as a
dependent being ought to be. | |

I’hub they who are sanctified possess a

nature that is holy in its desires and its
tastes. 1t is the divine nature in them, the
life of Christ. But they do not cease to be
men. They have God rew:aled in Christ for
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their object. Sanctification is developed in
coinmunion with God, and in aftfections
which go back to Christ, and which wait for
Him. But the new nature cannot reveal an
object to itself; and still less could it have
its object by aettmu God aside at 1ts will.
It 1s dependent on God for the revelation of
Himself. His love is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost whom He has
given us; and the same Spirit takes of the
things of Christ and communicates them to
us. Thus we grow in the knowledge of God,
being strengthened mightily by His Spirit in
the inner man, that we may “comprehend
with all saints, what is the breadth, and
length, and depth. and height; and know
" thelove of Christ which passeth knowledge,”
a-nd be filled unto the fulness of God. Thus,

‘we all with open face beholding the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit
of the Lord” “For their sakes I San(‘tlfy
myself, that they also may be sanctified
through the truth.” -

We see by these passages, which might be
multiplied, that we are dependent on an
object, and that we are dependent on the
strength of another. Iove acts in order to
work in us according to this need.

Our setting apart for God, which is com-
plete (for it is by means of a nature that is
purely of Himself, and in absolute responsi-
b1hty to Him, for we are no longer our own,
but are bou rht with a price, and sanctified
by the blood of Christ according to the will
of God, who will have us for His own), places
us in a relationship, the development of
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which (by an increasing knowledge of God,
who 1s the Object of our new nature) is
practical sanctification, wrought in us by
the power of the Holy Ghost, the witness in
us of the love of God. = He attaches the heart
to God, ever revealing Him more and more,
and at the same time unfolding the glory of
Christ and all the divine qualities that were
displayed in Him in human nature, thus
forming ours as born of God.

Therefore it is, as brought out in this
epistle, that love, working in us, is the
means of sanctification (Chap. iii. 12,13). It
is the activity of the new nature, of the
divine nature in us; and that conmnected
with the presence of God ; for he that dwell-
eth in love dwelleth in God. And in this
chapter v., the saints are commended to God
Himself, that He may work it in them;
while we are always set in view of the
glorious objects of our faith in order to
accomplish 1t.

We may here more particularly call the
reader’s (Lttentlon to these objects. They
are, God Himself, and the coming of Christ :
on the one hand, communion with God; on
the other, waiting for Christ. It is most
evident that communion with God is the
practical position of the highest sanctifica-
tion. He who knows that we shall see
Jesus as He now 1is, and be like Him,
purifies Himself even as He is pure. By our
comniunion with the God of peace we are
wholly sanctified. 1f God is practically our
all, we are altogether holy. (We are not
speaking of any change in the flesh, which
can neither be subJected to God nor please
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Him). The thought of Christ and His com-
ing preserves us practically, and in detail,
and intelligently, blameless. It is God Him-
self who thus preserves us, and who works
in us to occupy our hearts and cause us con-
tinually to grow.

It is important to remark, that the more
vigorous and living (/hl"l“»tlaﬂlty is, the more
objective it is: 1t is but saying that God and
the Lord Jesus have a greater place in our
thoughts; and that we rest more really
upon them. The Epistle to the Thessalon-,
ians is the part of Scripture which instructs
on this point; and it is a means of judging
many a fallacy in the heart, and of giving a
great simplicity to our Christianity.

NS NSNS

MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
(Continued from page S0).

1 CORINIHIANS XV.; AND 2 CORINTHIANS V,

1 propose looking now at a prophecy in
1 Cor. xv., and at another in 2 Cor. v.

Now I read these two Scriptures together,
not only because they have each a prophetic
character, but because they supply two
thoughts on the prophetic subject ; the story
of the body, and the story of the spirit :
therefore 1 put them together. There is
nothing of the story of the spirit in 1 Cor. xv.
yvou would not learn from that chapter the
life of the disembodied spirit. 2 Cor. v.,
comes to supply that.
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The subject of 1 Cor, xv., 1s the resurrec-
tion. He introduces it by the simple. gospel,
that the Lord J esus died for our sins, was
buried, and rose again the third day. Now
Paul saw the Lord Jesus, not merely as risen,
but as risen and glorified. He was the apostle
of the ascended Christ. The twelve apostles
were the apostles of the Lord in the flesh,
and also 1n resurrection, for the lost apostle-
ship of Judas was supplied before the descent
of the Holy Ghost. The twelve were sent
forth by the Lord, not only in the days of
His flesh, which] in & certain sense, failed,
and nothmg was gatbered; but an apostle-
ship of the same order was instituted after
His resurrection: and till Matthias supplied
the place of Judas, the Spirit did not come
down, for there was not a complete thing for
Him to anoint. Then in the beginning of
the Acts, we see that the early ministry of
the apostles confined itself to the house of
Israel. But when Stephen was martyred
and the hopes of faith were transferred to
heaven, when the eye that had been diverted
from heaven by the angels in the first chap-
ter, had been directed fo heaven by the Holy
Ghost in the seventh chapter, then the w hole
dispensation took a mnew character, and
Paul’s apostleship was established upon the
new condition of things. Consequently Paul
was ealled into office from the glory, by the
ascended heavenly Christ, and that is where
the church dates her formal beginning from.
So he beautliully says, “ As of one born out
of due time.” I only speak of this passingly,
because of what he says, “1 am not meet to
be called an apostle.” Then he enters on the
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great theme of the chapter,—Resurrection.
We will look at the resurrection in its pro-
phetie¢, not its evangelic, character. The
resurrection has an evangelic character. It
is that on which the whole gospel rests itself.
But we will look now at its prophetic charac-
ter, and there we find three resurrection
eras. The firstis of Christ Himself; the sec-
ond 1s “at His coming ; and the third is “the
end.” The first fruits, the coming, and the
end. The l.ord occupied the first of these
resurrection seasons, entirely alone: ¢ Of
the people, there was none with Him.” It
was a victorious resurrection, and so is
yours, but His was wrought out entirely by
Himself. He had a title in His own person
to rise. God was debtor to raise Him. It
infinitely distinguishes itself from yours in
this feature, that you are a debtor to grace
for it. It was morally due to Him, therefore
He must rise alone. “ Of the people there
was none with Him,” and of the people
none could be with Him. Did not His per-
son demand resurrection? Was it possible
He could be holden of death? The glory of
God owned His title. He “ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father.”

Then the second resurrection era is called
“at His coming.” That is confined to “ those
who are Christ’s,” an innumerable host from
Adam to the present time, and on to the
very end. The first was Christ’s, because He
was what He was. The second is yours, be-
cause you are wwhose you are. You will be
a witness of victorious resurrection, but
the difference is that your title is n Him.
He shares the victory with you, but He
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gained it for you. You mnever gained it.
“Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic-
tory.” How could death hold its Con-
queror? He had conquered death, and “him
who had the power of death.” So He gained
the victory,’and He has imparted what He
earned to you.

His be “the Victor’'s name,”
Who fought the fight alone ;
Triumphant saints no honour claim,
His conquest was their own.

Then the third era comes, in the 24th
verse, and is called, ¢ the end.”

This is a mere resurrection of the dead,
not from among the dead. I find the Lord
anticipating it in John v. The Spirit is here
dl%u%mg it, and in the Revelation xx., the
thing is historically verified. The Lord
spe&k% in John v., of a rising to life and a
rising to ]udgment The rising to lifeis the
second of the two eras. The rising to judg-
ment is the third, which is awtully illustrat-
ed in Revelation xx.

The first resurrection era was a triumph-
ant one, by worthiness. The second is the
wift of grace, and the third is merely judicial
—they come up to stand before the throne
of judgment. So in the 23rd and 24th verses
of our chapter, the apostle is exposing to
our thoughts this great mystery of the resur-
rection seasons.

Now he goes on to open to us wonderful
prophetic truth. In verse 24 he had told us
that the end would not come till the Son of
Man had delivered up the kingdom. ThenI
ask, am 1 to expect a kingdom to be mani.
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fested between the first and second of the
resurrection seasons? No, I am not. Butl
am to look for it between the second and
third. The indefiniteness between the first
and second is striking; but I am stopped
then, and told that the third cannot take
place till the kingdom kas discharged its
duties. Need a Wd,yfarmg man err as he
reads this ? Is there any intervening object
between the first and second era? Is there
any intervening object between the second
and third era ? Indeed there is.

Now we will inspect the kingdom. De you
know the difference between grace and pow-
er ? This is the age of grace. The millen-
nium will be the age of power. Grace is
fully performing its duties now, but when
the kingdom comes, power will be put into
commission, and will fulfil its duty with the
same fidelity that grace is doing now. How
beautiful to see this lovely dispensational
order! If power went before grace, not one
of us would be saved. Grace does its busi-
ness, and then, and not till then, power will
take its place. Then he shows the kingdom:
“For He hath put all things under His feet.”
“He must reign till He hath put all enemies
under His feet.” And do you think, if that
be the commission of the seeptre which is
put into the hands of the Son of Man, He
will give it up till He has discharged His
duty ? “The last enemy which C5hall be de-
stroyed is death.” Then when power has
done its business, and verified its faithful-
ness, “then shall the Son also Himself be
subject unto Him that put all things under
Him, that God may be all in all.”
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But, now, inark here a little word, preg-
nant with moral beauty, in the bosom of his
argument.* That fine little word is * deliv-
ered,” There never has been a kingdom de-
livered up to God yet. Hvery other steward
of power has been unfaithful to his steward-
ship. HEvery beast—the head of gold, the
breast of silver, &c.—every imperial steward
of power, has been unfaithful to his com-
mission ; and power has been taken away
from himi. Was not power taken from the
head of gold and given to the breast of sil-
ver? God has committed the sceptre to one
after another, and in due tirne has sent some
one to take it away. But when the Lord
takes the sceptre, He will hold it faithfully
till He “delivers” it up. The blessed Lord
Jesus has been the only one, from the be-
ginning hitherto, who has been faithful to
God. Was Adam in the garden faithful?
Was Israel in the land faithful ? Has the
candlestick of this dispensation been faith-
ful? Christ is the grand and solitary excep-
tion to the unfaithfulness of all. Now this
is the way the interval between the second
and third eras is shown to you. Between
the first and second you are to be gazing up
into heaven. Do I wait for a circumstance
here ? No, I wait for a circamstance there.
But suppose 1 were living after the second
era, I should know that the kingdom could
not come till certain events had ta,ken place
here. Then in Rev. xxi., you find what is
intimated here--God all in all.

*I call it argument, for Divine reasoning gives sub-
stance to Divine revelations. Some one has said,
‘““ Paul is very fond of proving his points.” He clothes
Divine revelations with Divine reasonings.
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If we had read the rest of the chapter we
should see that it referred to the second of
these eras. It assumes the first—does not
concern itself with the third—and discusses
the second, and what manner of body you
will occupy. It will be like the Lord’s glori-
ous body.

We do not here get the story ot the spirit
at all.  But now, suppose we turn to 2 Cor.
v., we shall have a beautiful supplement.
You might say, What will become of me if
I die between the present time and the
glorious resurrection? Well, “We know,
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved. we have a building of God,”
&e. &c.  “ For we that are in this tabernacle
do groan, being burdened, not for tha,t we
would be unclothed, but clothed upon,” &e.
You see several conditions here,-—a burdened
condition--an wunclothed condition, and a
clothed wpon condition. A burdened condi-
tion is our present state. Then, to be un-
clothed, there must be SOMETHING to be un-
clothed. Now, he says, I do not groan for
the unclothed (‘Ol’ldltl()n for the body would
be still earth to earth, dust to dust. Now
mark how beautifully he gives the story of
the spirit. He says it is to be with Christ :
“ Absent from the body—present with the
Lord.,” If our affections were right we
should say, this is enough for me to know.
I remember a-dear brother in the Lord, who
was dying some years ago, saying, “If a
person were to come to me and say, ‘I Will
go to heaven and br‘mg vou word if all yo
have believed 1s true,” 1 should say, ¢ Fmend
you may save yourself the trouble.”” And

it anyone would give us large volumes of
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descriptions of the heavenly country, we
ought to be able to say, It i1s enough for me
to know that to be absent from the body 1s
to be present with the Lord. With one
stroke of the pen he satisfies the heart as to
our condition if we die.

“ Wherefore we labour,” &e. That 1s how
we should actively supply the interval, viz,
by doing that which is acceptable to Jesus.
We shall fill up the interval between the sec-
ond and third eras by reigning on thrones.
Between the first and second we should fill
up the interval by doing the good pleasure
of the absent Master. And let me ask,
When did the story of the spirit begin? 1t
began when the Lord Jesus said, «Father,
into thy hands I commend my spirvit.” It
was continued when He said to the thief on
the cross, ¢ This day shalt thou be with Me
in paradise.” It was continued in the per-
son of Stephen, and very beautiful it is to
see the new creature, born but a minute be-
fore, going to the same place as the martyr,
who was sealing his testimony to Christ by
his blood. We get the story of the spirit
also in Paul—a man in Christ, carried up to
heaven, whether in the body, or out of the
body, he could not tell. So we have secn
the story in a promise to the dying thief, in
a vision in the case of Stephen, in the rapture
of Paul, and its blessedness is didactically
taught here.

This is the prophetic meditation that Cor-
inthians furnishes. The Lord help us with
obedient and desirous minds, abounding in
hope, and letting the world In its best con-
ditions know that it is by no means good
enough for us. Amen, |
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FAITH, OR PRESENT ADVANTAGE.
ABRAHAM AND 1,OT.
(Genests avied., .

There is much profitable instruction in
tracing, in contrast, the characters of Lot
and Abraham. Both were saints of God,
vet how different as to their walk ! how dif-
ferent also as to their personal experiences
in regard of peace, joy and nearness to God !
And there is ever this difference between a
worldly-minded believer and one, through
the grace of God, true-hearted. In the
seriptural sense of the term, *“a righteous
man” (2 Pet. 1i. 8), Lot was “vexing his
righteous soul from day to day.” Abraham
walked betore God.

The Lord cannot but be faithful to His
people, still e does mark in their path,
that which is of faith and that which is not
of faith: and Lot’s trials are the conse-
quences of his unbelief. There is one thing
very marked in his course throughout—-
oreat uncertainty and obscurity as to his
path, and as to the judgment of God, be-
cause of not realizing that security in God
which would have enabled him to walk
straightforward, whilst there is no hesita-
tion in things connected with this world..
And it is thus with ourselves if we have not
taken Christ for our portion heartily., Ahbh-
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ram’s was a thoroughly happy life---he had
God for his portion.

Lot is seen rather as the companion in the
walk of faith of those who have faith, than
as one having and acting in the energy of
faith himself. This characterizes his path
from the beginning. Therefore, when put
to the test, there is only weakness, In how
many things do we act with those who have
faith, before having it for ourselves! It was
thus with the disciples of the Lord, and the
moment they were put to the test there was
weakness and failure. The soul will not
stand, when sifted through temptation, if
walking in the light of another.

God’s personal call of Abram at the hrst
is mixed with a sort of unbelief in Abram
much like the reply in the gospel, “ Lord,
suffer me first to go home and bury my
father.” He sets out, but he takes Terah,
his father, with him, and goes and lodges
in Haran (he could Ilot carry Terah
with him into the land of Canaan). Now
God had called Abram, but not Terah. He
left everything except Terah, and entered
into possession of nothing. DBut he tried to
arry something with him which was not of
God, and he could not. 1t is not until after
Terah’s death that he removes into Canaan,
where God had called him. (Compare Gen.
xil, 1 and Acts vii. 4.) “So Abram departed,
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as the Lord had spoken unto him, and Lot
went with him . . . . they went forth to go
into the land of Canaan, and into the land
of Canaan they came.”

Lot (though having faith) goes in the path
he treads as the companion of Abram. As
to actual position, he stands with Abram.
He is truly a saint of God, though afterwards
we find him treading the crooked path of
the world’s policy.

God blesses them. The land is not able to
bear them so that they may dwell together
(Chap. xiit.). They have flocks, and herds,
and much cattle, and there is not room for
them both —they must separate. Circum-
stances, no matter what (here it is God’s
blessings), reveal this.

They are in the place of strangers, that is
clear (*“the Canaanite and the Perizzite
dwelled then in the land”). They have
nothing in possession, “mnot so much as to
set a foot on” (Acts vil. 5); all rests on their
valuing the promises (Heb. xi. 9). They
have just two things, the altar and the tent.
Journeying about and worshipping God,
they are strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
Abram confesses that he is such; he de-
clares plainly that he seeks a country,*

*In chap, xii.,, Abram goes down into Egypt, which
is evidently a mistake, for he comes back again to the
place of the altar which he built at the first, He had
no altar in Kgypt.
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“ wherefore,” we are told, “God is not
ashamed to be called” his “God.” (He is
never called “the God of Lot.”) This acts
upon the whole spirit and character of
Abram.

The land is not able to bear them that
they may dwell together; there is a strite
between the herdsmen ; they must separate.
Abram says, “Let there be no strife, be-
tween me and thee . . . .. Is not the whole
land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will go to
the left "—the promise is my portion; I am
a thorough stranger, the city of God is open
in glory before me. His heart is upon the
promises of God, and everything else is as
nothing in comparison. It might seem a
foolish thing to let Lot choose—to give up to
Lot the right to do so is certainly his own ;
but his heart is elsewhere, his faith was en-
tirely free from earthly advantage.

Not so Lot: he lifts up his eyes*--the
plain of Jordan is well watered everywhere,
even as the garden of the Lord, and he

*¢ And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and
look from the place where thou art northward, and
southward, and eastward, and westward : for all the
land which thou seest, to thee will T give it, and to
thy seed for ever,” etc.
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chooses it. There is nothing gross or wrong
in itself in his choosing a well watered plain,
but it just distinctly proves that his whole
heart is not set upon the promises of God.
Thus is he put to the test; and thus, in the
way of the accomplishment of God’s purpos-
es, character is displayed. Abram’s conduct
has for its spring a simplicity of faith which
embraces God's promises (Heb. xi. 13), and
wants nothing besides. Faith can give up.
The spirit of a carnal mind takes all it can
get. Lot acts upon the present sense of
what is pleasant and desirable ; why should
he not? what harm is there in the plains of
Jordan ?* His heart is not on the promises.

The companion of Abram, he is brought
to the level ot his own faith.

But he will dwell in the cities of the plain
if he chooses the rivers of the plain. It is
not his intention to go into the city, but he
will get there step by step. (He must find
trouble in the place he has taken pleasure
in.) There is not the power of faith to keep
him from temptation. Where there is not
the faith that keeps the soul on the promi-
ses, there is not the faith to keep it out of
sin. It is not insincerity, but people’s souls
are in that condition, and God proves them.

—

*A man says, What harm is there in the wel}
watered plains of Jordan? are they not the gift of
Providence ? T answer, the devil has planted Sodom
in the midst of them.
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Abram’spath all the way through is charac-
terized by personal intimacy with God, con-
stant intercourse with God, visits from God,
the Lord comes to him, and explains His
purposes, so that he is called the *friend
of God " (2 Chron. xx. 7; Isa. xl.&; James
ii. 23) ; and this not only as to his own por-
tion, but as to what He is going to do with
Sodom-—the judgment He is about to bring
on Sodom, though personally he has
nothing to do with it, and the promise
is his hope (chap. xviil.). So now, He tells
His people what He is going to do about the
world. Though their hope is connected
with their own views, with the promises,
and the heavenly Canaan, He takes them
into His confidence as to what is to happen
where they are not to be. (John xv. 15.)

Lot the while is vexing his righteous
soul : does he know anything about the pur-
poses of God? Not a werd. He issaved, yet
so as by fire; though a “righteous soul,” his
is a vexed soul, instead of a scul in com-
munion with God--vexed “from day to
day ” (there is, so far, right-mindedness that
it is a vexed soul). He is there, before the
judgment comes, with his soul vexed: whilst
happy Abraham is on the mount holding
conversation with God. And when the judg-
ment does come, how does it find Lot?
VWith his soul vexed, and totally unprepared
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for it, instead of being in communion with
God about it. |

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations” (2 Pet. 11), and He
delivers ¢ just Lot.” But whilst thus vexing
his righteous soul with their unlawful deeds,
the men of the city have a right to say to
him, What business have you here? (*this
one came in to sojourn, and he will needs be
a judge.” Chap. xix. 9.) You are quarrelling
with sin in the place of sin. They have a
perfect right to judge thus. All power of
testimony is lost by reason of association
with the world, when he ought to be wit-
nessing to his total separation from it ; there
is vexation of spirit, but not power. When
Abram got down into Egypt, he had nothing
to do but to go right back to the place of the
altar he had built at the first. Lot testifies,
but he cannot get out of the place he is in;
the energy that ought to have thrown him
out is neutralized and lost by his getting in-
to it ; his daughters have married there; he
has ties where his unbelief hasled him. Itis
far more difficult to tread the up-hill road
than the down-hill road.

Whenever the counsels of God are reveal-
ed to faith, it brings out the spirit of inter-
cession. The word to the prophet, “Make
the heart of this people fat, ete.” (Isa. vi.), at
once brings out, “ O Lord, how long?” So
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here Abraham pleads with the Lord to
spare the city. (But there are not ten
righteous men in Sodom, Lot was the only
one.) Asregards his own position, Abraham
1s looking down upon the place of judgment.
And in the morning, when the cities are in
flames, he finds himself in quietness and
peace on the spot where he “stood
before the Liord” (ver.27), not at all in the
place where the judgment had come : sol-
emnized, indeed, by the scene before him,
but calm and happy with the Lord.

The Lord sends Lot out of the midst of
the overthrow. Angels warn him, and
faith makes him listen., But his heart is
there still. There are connections that
bind him to Sodom, and he would fain take
them with him. But you cannot take any-
thing with you for God out of Sodom; you
must leave it all behind. The Lord must
put the pain where you tind the pleasure.
“*While he yet lingered:” there is hesita-
tion and lingering in the place of judgment,
when the judgment has been pronounced :
he ought to have left it at once; but the
place, and path, and spirit of unbelief, ener-
vate the heart—“the men laid hold upon
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and
upon the hand of his two daughters”—the
Lord being merciful unto him—*“and they
brought him forth, and set him without the
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city.” And now it is, “ Escape for thy life,
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in
all the plain, escape to the mountain, lest
thou be consumed” (ver. 17). As for the
goods, the sheep, and the much cattle, he
must leave them all behind. If the Lord’s
faithfulness is shown in saving Lot, it is
shown also in breaking the links that bind
him to the place. His mind is all distrac-
tion: he says, “ Oh, not so, my Lord

I cannot escape to the mountain lest some
cvil take me, and 1 die.” He has lost the
sense of security in the path of faith.
Such is ever the consequence of the path of
unbelief in a saint of God, he thinks the
path of faith the most dangerous path in
the world. Lot has become used to the
plain, and the mountain (the place where
Abraham is enjoying perfect security and
peace) is a mountain. The Lord spares Zoar
at his request, and lets him flee thither, but
on seeing the judgment, he flees to the
mountain, forced to take refuge there in the
end.

This 1s an extreme case: weshall find the
same thing true in varieus degrees. Abra-
ham could give up (that sacrifice always
belongs to faith); but there are trials to the
believer because of unbelief—because he is a
~ believer, but in a wrong place. Lot was a
“righteous man;” but when he did not
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walk in the path of faith, he had vexation
of soul and trouble—a righteous soul, but
where a righteous soul ought not to be.
Observe his incapacity simply to follow the
Lord. Observe also his uncertainty. So
will it be with us, if we are walking in the
path of unbelief; there will be trouble
which is not our proper portion, but which
comes upon us because we are in a wrong
worldly place, the trial that belongs to
unbelief. We may be seeking the compas-
sion of the church of God, when we are only
suffering, like Lot, the fruit of our own
unbelief—the simple path of faith having
been departed from, because we had not
learned to count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
our Lord. Giving up is our proper position,
simple sacrifice, in the knowledge and
present consciousness that “all things are
ours.” But the promise is “a hundredfold
more in this present world,” and that is not
vexation of spirit.

LW e Ve A o

'Tis the treasure I've found in His love
That has made me a pilgrim below ;

And ’tis there, when I reach Him above,
As 'm known, all His fulness I'll know!
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THE RED HEIFER.

(Numbers xix.)

We learn in this chapter the excessive
jealousy of the Lord about sin, not in the
sense of guilt but defilement. This He mea-
sures by His sanctuary. We have to do
with it, and nothing unclean can be allowed.
We are *clean every whit,” but the feet
washing is needed (John xiii.). We belong
to the sanctuary and yet are in the world,
though not of it; we need to have a just es-
timate of both. If we but touch evil, a
remedy is required. Still it is not the ques-
tion of justification, but of communion.
Sin hinders that—hinders my coming boldly
into the holiest. How was this met? The
blood of the unblemished heifer, represent-
ing Christ who knew no sin and could not
be brought under its power, was sprinkled
before the tabernacle seven times, thatis be-
fore the place of communion, not of atone-
ment. The sin-offering was burnt without
the camp. But the blood of the red heifer
was sprinkled seven times where we meet
God 1n intercourse (KExod. xxix. 42). This
marks the full efficacy of Christ’s blood
when I meet God. The body was reduced
to ashes, as Christ was judged and con-
demned for what I am apt to be careless
about ; but God is not careless, and would
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make me sensible of sin. Christ had to suf-
fer for it, and it is gone; but the sight of His
suffering shows me the dreadfulness of it.

God has an eye that discerns the
thoughts and intents of the heart; He
would have us discern them too, and with-
out this there can be no communion. But
we do not get back Into communion as
quickly as we get out of it. Seven days
elapsed in the type before there was full
restoration. The spirit takes and applies
the ashes (that is, the remembrance of
Christ’s agony, and what occasioned it), and
-makes us feel practical horror of sin.

When I look at my sin with horror, even
in the sense of grace which has met it, it 1s
a right feeling, but not communion: it is a
holy judgment of sin in the presence of grace.
Hence, there was a second sprinkling—not
on the third day, but the seventh, and then
there is communion with God. We see that
perfect grace alone maintains the sense of
perfect holiness. The result, in the end, is
that we increase in the knowledge of God,
both as to holiness and love. We must
have been out of communion before we
sinned, or we should not have yielded.

How came I to fall? Because of the care-
lessness which left me out of God’s presence,
and exposed me to the evil without and
within.
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MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

(Confinwed from page 120 )°

LUKE XIX. 12-27,

We will meditate on the parable of the
nobleman who went into the distant coun-
try. But I refer to it as illustrating a
cluster of Seriptares in Luke, just as we got
a cluster of Scriptures in Matthew.

We are going tolook at chaps. xvii. 21
xix. 11; and xxi. 8; and, together with these
three, we will look at a passage in the l1st
chapter of Aects, and we shall find that,
though in different language, they speak one
language. The terms may be different, the
teaching is the same.

Now, as you read these passages, does
your mind suggest this thought as common
to each of them:-—that it was the suggestion
of the human mind in the Phavisees, the
multitude, the deceivers, and the disciples,
that the kingdom of. God was ready to
appear? There may be a little progress,
perhaps, but in each the coming of the
kingdom was a question of time and cir-

*This paper is properly a continuation of page 4o and
should have appeared in ‘“ The Remembrancer” for March.
But the series of which it forms a part had no general title
in the Magazine in which it originally appeared, and it
was overlooked, —Ed. ¢ R.”
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camstances, not a moral guestion. 1 get
the Pharisees asking, “ when the kingdom
of God should come ?” just as if nothing de-
layed its manifestation but reaching a
certain moment of time, Then, the thought
of the multitude was, that they had only to
reach the city and the kingdom would ap-
pear. The deceivers come with the lie, I
am Christ, and the time draweth near "—the
positive deceit that the kingdom was at
hand already. Then we get the same mind
in the disciples in Acts i. We shall see
presently that the Lord answers each sug-
gestion by saying that the kingdom of God
does not depend on the mere lapsing of
time, but on certain moral conditions. And
if any one say, now, the kingdom may be
here to-morrow, he is fraught with a lie
from the devil. This is the answer to a
quantity of moral energy that is abroad at
present. If you were asked, Do you think
the kingdom of God is about to appear?
you ought to say, “Indeed I do not,~-the earth
i1s not in a right moral condition to receive
it. God eould never deposit His glory in
such a vessel as this present evil world. He
must rid 1t of the evil before f{e can fill 1t
with His glory.” That should be the moral
conclusion of your soul. The Lord Jesus
would be utterly ashamed to own the world
as 1t is now as His kingdom. And it is bless-
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ed to sce how the prophetic leading concurs
with the righteous judgment of the mind.
Now, we will. just go over the passages a
little shortly; because I am going to contrast
with the manifestation of the kingdom the
rapture of the saints, The rapture of the
saiihts may be at-any moment; the manifest-
ation of the kingdom mnot till a certain
moral action takes place here. But before
we go to the rapture we will loock at the
kingdom. Now, we will turn to chapter
xvii. The Lord is asked when the kingdom
should come. “Oh,” He says, “the king-
dom of God is a moral, spiritual thing. It
takes a form within you, now. 1 must take
you to your own moral conditions. Do not
be talking about it as a foreign thing. It
is within you.” Then He turns to His dis-
ciples and talks to them about what must
take place before the kingdom shows itself
in external, moral glory. He tells them
that they are first to tread the path of de-
sire after an unmanifested Jesus: ““ Ye shall
desire to sec one of the days of the Son of
Man and ye shall not see it.” Then He goes
on to details : deceivers shall come, and so
on. And the kingdom will be introduced,
when the world is lying in iniquities, by the
judgment of the carcase. That is His an-
swer to the Pharisees, who thought it was
a question of fime. Christ must pass through
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a time of rejection; the church must pass
through a time of desire; the world must
pass through judgment ; and then we may
talk of the manifestation of the kingdom.
So, if people say, “Oh, it is only a little pro-
gress, a little evangelical labour, a little ad-
vance of science and civilization,” 1t 1s all a
delusion.

In chap. xix., we get the multitude, awak-
ening the same line of thought in the Lord’s
mind. With them it was a question of pro-
gress, as it is at this very hour. Your men
of science and literature are in the company
of the poor multitude. They thought that
when they got to the royal city the kingdom
would show itself. The Lord rebukes them
in the parable of the nobleman. A different
phase of the interval, I grant you, from
that which He showed the disciples in chap.
xvii. Ile tells them that the nobleman went
to a distant country, and the spirit of the
age sent word after him, “We will not
have him to reign over us.” And is not that
the language of all the activity of the child-
ren of men? Has pride a welcome for
Christ ? Have selfishness and covetouness a
welcome for Christ? No. In every lust of
the human mind the language is, “ We will
not have this man to reign over us.” There
is a thing here that must be judged and got
rid of before God can manifest His glory.
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So when the Lord comes back He judges
the citizens. And here He shows the inter-
val also in Christendom. The servants have
gone forth, some faithful, some unfaithful,
to oceupy till He comes. Thus the Lord is
teaching us, in the mouth of witness after
witness, that things are not morally ready
for the kingdom.

Then in chap. xxi., where the Lord speaks
His great prophetic word, which we were
looking at in Matthew, they ask, “when
shall these things be?” He says, « Take heed
that ye be not deceived.” There will be two
declarations on the lips of the deceivers in
the last days, “I am Christ; and the time
draweth near,” “Go not after them.” And
the Lord, in order to rebuke the thought,
goes through a solemn portraiture of what
must take place before the kingdom can
possibly appear.

Now we come to the disciples in Acts i..
“ Lord wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom to Israel?” Is not this a
kindred thought with what I have just
read ? The blessed Lord had words of
tenderness and of rebuke for them. “Itis
not for you to know the times or the
seasons.” Leave them in the hands of Him
to whom they belong ; but do you go about
your own business. Now we see how dif-
ferently the Lord treats the mere ignorance
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of the disciples, and the captiousness of the
Pharisees. For the Pharisees He fills up
the interval with the most awful scenery.
For the thoughts of the disciples He fills it
up with most blessed scenery: * Ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in
all Judea.” But in all these passages we
get the same mind, and that mind disposed
of in exactly the same way. And we must
boldly take our stand on this well accredited
ground. If we went through the prophetic
words in the Old Testament we should find
exactly the same language. God will have
a testimony to His own name to go forth.
Then judgment will purify the scene, and
the purified vessel will be filled with glory.

I will remind you now of a few Scriptures
in which we see the rapture of the saints in
contrast with all this. When we turn our
thoughts from the kingdom to the rapture,
we find Scripture after Scripture speaking
in a totally different way. 1 will give you
four Scriptures to show this, as we had four
referring to the kingdom. 1In John xiv,
we read :—“ 1 go to prepare a place for you;
and if T go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you to myself,
that where I am there ye may be also.”
Now, I ask, is there a single thought in the
Lord’s mind here, that any necessary delay
attaches to that moment, or, that before we
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can be taken to:meet Him in the air a single
thing must take place? Why cannot the
Lord return to His kingdom? Because He
must first cleanse the scene. You cannot
put Christ and Belial in company. The
earth must be prepared for glory. But
what does He tell us in John xiv.? He is
doing now, by His presence in heaven, for
the resurrection-saints, the very thing
that judgment will do for the earth by-and-
bye. Heaven must be prepared for us, but

the Lord does not tell me that that scene

vants judgment. His presence will do
ther ¢ on our behalf, what judgment will do
on behalf of God’s glory on the earth. The
presence of the Lord Jesus in heaven is all
that is needed to get it ready for me—judg-
ment is not needed there.

Then we come to 1 Cor. xv., where we get
the story of the children of the resurrection
again. And is there a single breathing
there that tells me I must ’Lb(Ht till I put on
‘my glorified body? There is a thmg shin-
ing before me, for which everything is
ready. It may take place to-morrow.

So, when we travel on to 1 Thess. iv.,
there we see the raptiure of our glorlhcd
bodies. I take up my glorified body in 1
Cor. xv., I carry it to heaven in 1 Thess. iv.
And, is there single suggestion that that

cannot take place till something else takes
)lace before it?  As for any necessary
deldy, there is not the slightest word about
1it. Here we are in company, not with the
manifestation of the kingdom on earth but,
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with the children of the resurrection,-—the
saints of glory in heaven—a different
mystery and connected with a different
line of thought. I am a hiar if I say the
kingdom is immediately to appear: I am
(thmy it T say I may not be glorified
to-morrow, 1f we keep in mind theﬁe two
mysterle%, that will introduce us to 2 Thess.

, because the Spirit there comforts them
dgdmst the day of the Lord, by the coming
of the Lord ; thus dls;tmgulthn(r these two
things. Therefore the saints of this day
are to comfort themselves against the
thought of the day, by the thought of the
coming. It comes to keep these two mys-
teries apart in our minds.

Then in Rev. iv., we read of a door opened
in heaven. And when John looked into
heaven, he saw the glorified saints there.
How they got there I know by 1 Cor. xv.,
and 1 Thess. iv., but when they got there,
not a Seripture tells me. They are there
when God pleases. 'The fulness of that
time is known to Him.

So thatin these two strikingly beautiful
clusters of Scriptures, we are 1n company
with two distinet thoughts: the manifes-
tation of the kingdom he='r'e, and the appear-
ing of the sons of glory fhere. O tbhat we
may know a little of the constraining
power of these things, if we have appre-
hended them ! What manner of persons
should we be ? Should we be busy with cal-
culations about things down here ? We have
reason to be humbled when the apostle
Peter stands before our hearts and says
“ What manner of persons ought ye to be?”
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GOD’'S WAYS AND TESTIMONY.

- (Jeremiah ii.)

There are two distinct points in the ways
and testimony of God as regards us: first,
faith i1s the condition of soul 1n us which,
as it is in exercise or otherwise, may either
hinder or favour the enjoyment, which hab-
itually the testimony of the word is to give
us. Then in presenting the objects of faith
to our souls—the Father’s love, the Son’s
work—the word of God applies itself to the
conscience and heart; for where the con-
science 1s not in exercise the heart will not
be, and all will be hollow. When the affec-
tions are dull then self comes in, and
I attach these holy affections to myself;
for when I am thinking about my affec-
tions I am thinking about myseclf. But
when the conscience 18 in  exercise we
are thinking of the object presented :
otherwise the heart is turned in upon
self, the Lord is forgotten, and weak-
ness ensues; consequently we sink into a
feeble state; but then the word of God pre-
senting the object of faith applies itself to
the conscience, bringing that into exercise,
and thus the heart is brought back to God.

There can be no true love to Christ while
there is the sense of wrong done; for I can-
not love a person I have wronged. What
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is needed then is the consciousness of the
wrong done: “I have sinned, and am no
more worthy to be called thy son.” When
the consclence is aroused, and the heart is
brought into play, we rest in the presence
of God. The Spirit of God may humble us
on account of what we have done, but when
conscience is in play it brings out our whole
condition before God. 1t is not the law
coming in again, but God presenting Him-
self; thus there will be right affections, and
the conscience will be in exercise. Self-con-
fidence and self-exaltation in every form
are always the etfects of an unexercised
congcience. Only put a man in the Lord's
presence, and that will keep him lowly, and
in a spiritual state of discernment; but
there 1s nothing out of which we so easily
get as the consciousness of the presence of
God. So also in our prayers. You may
often be sensible that you go on praying
alter you have lost the consciousness that
you are speaking to God, still the soul goes
on expressing itself ; even when led by the
Spirit the consequence will be that the man-
ner will be all wrong, though the words
may be right. Well, though all this be true,
whenever the Lord recalls a soul He recalls
it to His own presence. He will act on the
conscience; He will speak plainly to us.
Why? Because He is conscious of the rela-
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tionship which ought to have produced the
conduct befitting the relationship which
we have forgotten. “Is Ephraim my dear
son? is he a pleasant child? for since
I spake against him, I do earnestly remem-
ber him still: therefore my bowels are
troubled for him” (Jer. xxxi. 20). When
the Lord recalls a soul to Himself He may
reproach it with having forgotten the rela-
tionship in which it stood to God, and God
to it ; but He cannot reproach it as not hav-
ing known that relationship. The power of
every rebuke is founded on the relationship,
and God remembering the relationship acts
on the ground of it with all the affections
belonging thereto. Thus every rebuke
comes to us as the expression of the most
wonderful tenderness ; and the more deeply
we learn that there is no failure in God’s
affection, the more deeply we lament our
short-coming and failure in that relation-
ship which never fails.

God said to Jeremiah, “Go say in the ears
of Jerusalem ;' but, alas! Israel would not
hear. Now this was most disastrous; but
God remembers His relationship to them,
and says, in Hosea 1i. 16, “ In that day thou
shalt call me Ishi;” that is, my husband,
“and shalt no more call me Baali;’ that is,
my Lord. Kvil as their state was, He
recalls with all its force and energy the re-
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membrance of their relationship—*“ Go ecry
in the ears of Jerusalem.” It is not, “ He
that hath an ear let him hear,” but God
goes and speaks in their ears. Oh that He
may speak in our ears! When God spake
comfortably to Jerusalem then He spake to
the heart, and that was after chastening:
but here Ile is at another work, speaking in
the ears of Jerusalem that they might hear
what God had tosay to them. He couldsay
—the true Servant—*“The Lord God hath
opened mine ear” to hear what God had to
say to Him, and He was not rebellious,
neither turned away back ; but Israel “ had
forsaken Him days without number.” They
had done a terrible thing, such as no other
nation had done: “ Hath a nation changed
its gods, which are yet no gods? but my peo-
ple have changed their glory for that which
doth not profit.” And again, “Be aston-
ished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly
afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord.
For my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken me, the fountain of liv-
ing waters, and hewed them out cisterns,
broken ecisterns, that ecan hold no water.”
And now that God is sending a message after
them, does He say, “Go and ery in the ears of
Jerusalem, I remember thy sins”? No, but
“I remember thee, the kindness of thy
youth, the love of thine espousals, when
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thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in
a land that was not sown.” He is recalling
what Israel was to God Himself: “1 remem-
ber the outgoings of thy heart towards
Me, I remember the kindness of thy youth,
the love of thine espousals.”

Now, what a thing it was for God to say
to Israel, ‘1 have not forgotten what you
were to me in the days of thy youth, when
the heart first turned to me.” In all this we
have the same principle as “Ye are they
which have continued with me in my temp-
tations,” when they were quarrelling which
should be the greatest. And so Israel
were always murmuring, thinking their
leeks and cucumbers better than God: but
God remembers the principles on which
Israel acted—“ When thou wentest after me
in the wilderness.” They got much of this
world’s goods in Canaan by following God .
they got cities which they had not built,
wells that they had not digged, palm-trees
that they had not planted, and the like.
All these things were the consequences of
following God; but He does not mention
these : but, “thou wentest after me in the
wilderness, which was a land of deserts and
pits, a land of drought, and the shadow of
death, a land that no man passed through,
and where no man dwelt;” ‘thou wentest
after Me in the wilderness, where there was
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nothing to set your affections on but My-
self ; I Myself was the whole and sole object
of your affections;’ and this it was that
God remembered. He overlooks all failure,
and the condition which God notices is that
He Himself was everything to them; and
this is what characterizes a heart when first
converted to God-- the Lord is everything to
it. What is the world to that heart? Dross
and dung. KEverything, cares and pleasures
are alike forgotten, everything counted as
nothing, except what is found in God Him-
self. The praises of Israel were freely giv-
en—“1 will prepare Him an habitation;”
“my father’s God, I will exalt Him,” be-
cause they had found Him who was every-
thing to them, and the world and all that it
had to give a mere nothing.

Now let us look at the other side of the
picture, and see the desperately bad state
which the heart of Israel had got into, re-
membering they are but types of us. They
were dissatisfied, and cried, ©“ Would to God
we had died in Hgypt, when we sat by the
flesh pots, and ate bread to the full.” And
again, “Wherefore have you made us to
comeupout of Egypt.to bringus into this evil
place ? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of
vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there
any water to drink.” In the wildernessthere
is nothing to see, nothing to look at; and
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this is what Israel wanted. God says, “1
brought you into a plentiful country to eat
the fruit thereof, and the goodness thereof ;
but when ye entered ye defiled my land, and
made my heritage an abomination.” They
felt their own importance, and forgot the
Lord; they had the blessing, and did not
want the Lord of the blessing (vs. 6-8).
And is not this true of the church of God?
We bring in self, which is but a broken cis-
tern, and depart from Him, who is the liv-
ing fountain and power of blessing, tforget-
ting that, “a Syrian ready to perish was
my father.” Consequently there is moral
weakness, and Satan gets power. A believ-
er cannot get back into the world: a mere
professor may, and enjoy it:; but a true
Christian cannot. An Israelite could not
get back through the Red Sea again. You
cannot think of yourselves and the Lord to-
gether with satisfaction to your own souls.
The Lord’s presence in the soul will bring
self into utter ruin and nothingness. We
have only to let the Lord have His place in
our souls, and that will put us into our place.
If T am walking through the world, shall 1
find it a wilderness? To be sure I shall ; but
then I shall not be thinking about the wil-
derness if the Lord is my joy and my
strength. Are your hearts saying, This is a
land we cannot see? If so, what does that
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prove? Why, that you are looking for
something to see; and this is the thought
you will find in your hearts, “ it is a land
‘not sown,” although you may be ashamed to
own it. But God remembered Israel when
they thought it worth while to follow God
for His own sake. We feel bound to say it
18 a happy thing to be a Christian; but
when we are alone do not our hearts say,
“ 1t 1s a land not sown ?” 1If it be so with
you, do not rest until the Lord Himself sat-
isfies your soul; for you should delight
yourself in Him. Lot saw a well-watered
plain and a city, and then dwelt in it on the
earth, and consequently was in the midst of
judgment ; while Abraham sought a city
out of sight (Heb. xi. 1, 8-10), and he enjoyed
the blessing and comfort of God being with
him, go where he might. When the soul is
down, like a ship when the tide is low, it is
in danger of shoals and sandbanks; but
when the tide is up there are no sandbanks,
because the ship is lifted up above them all.
Thus when the soul 1s happy in Christ it
will go on peacefully, independently of all
the trials we may be called to meet with in
our fellow-saints. We are called to walk
together through the world. and a mere
natural fitness will not do for that. No, we
can only go on so far as Christ fills the soul;
and thus going on in the tide of divine
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goodness, forgetting everything else, we can
walk together happily, being occupied with
Christ, and not with each other.

But notwithstanding what Israel was,
still God does not forget Isracl. And why?
Because He remembers her affection in the
day of her espousals, “ when thou wentest
after me in the wilderness.” The soul, when
occupied with God alone, is holiness to the
Lord. God says to Israel, <If thou wilt re-
turn, return unto me” (Jer. iv. 1). It is of
no use to attempt to set the soul right
except it be set right with God. Israel
was “holiness to the Lord.” Now holiness
is not innocence. God is not what we call
innocent, but holy. He perfectly separates
between evil and good. So Christ Himself
when on earth was separated unto God ; and
when about to depart out of it He says,
“ For their sakes 1 sanctify myself, that
they also may be sanctified through the
truth ;7 for the meaning of the word “sanc-
tify 7 in this place is separation to God. So
it is with the church of God. She is separ-
ated from the world unto God, taken out of
creation for Himself, the tirst-fruits of His
increase. There will be a harvest of bless-
ing when Israel and the nations are brought
into blessing, but the church is the first-
fruits of God’s increase. God remembers
this, though the church may have forgotten
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it; but if we know what it is to get back in-
to the affections of God, we must enjoy the
love that fails not; for God says, “1 re-
member.,” The soul then apprehends what
the church of God is in the affection of God,
and not what it is down here. Christ was
the corn broken and bruised, and afterwards
the wave-sheaf before God. So the church
1s to be In a low and oppressed state, and
afterwards to be exalted to where Christ is.
God will have the whole harvest, but the
first-fruits of His increase is that which
occupies His affections.

“ What iniquity have your fathers found
in me?” Have I failed towards you in
goodness ? What is the matter now? Is
the Lord changed? Is He worth less now
than when thou wentest after Him in the
wilderness? No; but we have got far from
Him, and have walked after vanity, and
have become vain. We have enjoyed His
blessing, and have got fat and kicked, and
consequently have fallen down into the
weakness and wretchedness of our own
hearts. When did the Lord bring up His
people? When the very circumstances
through which, and into which, He brought
them was the proof that the Lord was
bringing them there; for He brought them
into a land of deserts and pits, where they
had no need to lean on “a broken reed,
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whereon if a man lean it will go into his
hand and pierce it,” because they leaned on
God Himself. “Neither did thy raiment
wax old upon thee, nor thy foot swell, these
forty years.” And why? Because the
Lord alone did lead them, and there was no
strange God with him.” So was it with
Gideon (Jud. vi.)). He remembered what
God had been to Israel in the day of their
espousals, saying, ¢ Did not the Lord bring
us up from Egypt?” And the Lord looked
upon him, and said, “ Go in this thy might.”
Thus we see that Gideon’s remembrance of
what God was to Israel in the day of their
espousals was the secret of his strength. In
(Gideon was a soul near enough to God to
say, *“ Where is the Lord ?” and then what
a burden is taken off the heart. Only let us
place ourselves before the Lord, and see if
He does not come in remembering the day
of espousals.

If T am thinking of the cucumbers of
Egypt, the wilderness will not suit me; but
if I am thinking of the Lord, I shall have
no thought at all whether I am in the
wilderness or not. The affections of my
soul will be going on with God’s affection for
me; for He ever remembers “the love of
thine espousals” when He first revealed
Himself to our souls. Tt is true we may see
chastening, but God never forgets the work
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of grace in our souls. He never forgets
“the kindness of thy youth, the love of
thine espousals when thou wentest after
Him in the wilderness, in a land not sown.”
And now thou art “ holiness to the Lord;”
and though God will have His joy in the
harvest of the earth, yet thou art the first-
fruits of His increase.

L W W W

FracMENT.—In the Epistle to the Ephe-
sians, the stand-point 1s ascension. God has
“ratsed us up together and made us sit to-
gether in heavenly places in Christ.” You
are brought entirely into another world,
and your privilege i1s to be so completely
there 1n spirit as always to look down,

Do you look down upon things as Christ
looks on them? Do you look down upon
things at the present time in the church in
the mind of Christ? Have vou His
thoughts about them ? How do you think
about your domestic circumstances? IHow
does He think about them? He sees
exactly. Does He find in you what would
be an expression of your bemg‘ a member of
that body of which He is the Head? I
believe the very question so put would real-
1ze to one’s soul, and show one the blessed-
ness of what it is to be so with Him, and
bring in the light on every step, that we
should judge and refuse cverything that is
practically inconsistent with Him there.
He has His thoughts The word contains

’
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them. The Spirit of God wrote what those
Ephesians should be. If they had kept it
in their hearts they would never have for-
gotten their first love. He had a claim to
m‘etythmo from them. He who had left
heaven and given up everything to bring
them into that vital relationship, and fel-
lowship, with Himself, as member of His

body; so that what the Head thought the
feet should do.

AN S
MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

( Continwed from page 140 )%

GALATIANS, EPHESTANS, PHILTPPIANS, AND
COLOSSIANS,

I might observe, as introducing the pres-
ent meditation, that prophetic trath in the
New Testament 1s given in fragments.
There is no one digested treatise on the sub-
ject till we reach the Apocalypse. Prophet-
ic truths lie scattered through the gospels
and epistles, and all the fragments we have
been able to glean in them we ;jet put to-
gether in order and consistency, in ‘@he book
of the Apocalypse.

Now we are going to read four short pas-
sages from Galatians, Kphesians, Philippians,
and Colossians: and our subject is to be,

*The present * Meditation” is properly a continua-
tion of page 120 : see foot-note to page 1353,
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‘““the redemption of the purchased posses-
sion” (Gal. v. 5; Ephes. i. 14 ; Phil. 1. 21;
and Col. 1. 20). |

These four short and fragmentary pas-
sages suggest to our thoughts “the redemp-
tion of the purchased possession.” What
does the Spirit mean by saying that? In
these pregnant and fruitful words we get
three ideas presented to the mind. 1st, that
there is the purchase of the possession ; 2nd,
that there is the redemption of the posses-
sion ; and 3rd, that there is an interval of
teme between the purchase and the redemp-
tion. If words mean anything, they mean
this,

Now the possession itself is the creation
of God; and when we get the creation in a
purchased and redeemed condition, we have
what is called the “new creation”; and
when we get to that in its fulness, we shall
be in “the world to come.” That is the
subject we will now look at.

When was the possession purchased ?
when will it be redeemed ? and what is the
difference between purchase and redemp-
tion? The purchase was by the blood of
Christ. Redemption will be by the power of
Christ. Purchase was the fruit of His first
coming. Redemption (or appropriation)
will be the fruit of His second coming.

Is there anything logically difficult
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in this passage ¥ Nothing can be simpler.
We make difficulties for ourselves by
our partialities and early prejudices. 1
say, then, that the inheritance has been pur-
chased already, and the blood of Christ has
paid for it. Now look at Col. i. 19, 20, and
tell me if it is not so. “ By Him to reconcile
all things unto Himself; by Him, I say,
whether they be things on earth or things
in heaven.” Does reconciliation confine it-
self to believing sinners? No, it does not,
The value of the blood of Christ will be felt
throughout the whole creation. Here you
get the great mystery, that the possession
has been purchased, reconciled,- brought
back to God in a new character. Now 1
linger over a few thoughts here, for I want
to get them impressed on our spirits. For
we speak of things which for many years
have lain outside the range of Christian
thought. Could you stand forth before the
world, on the authority of that verse, and
say, the eflicacy of the blood of Christ is to
stretch beyond the believing sinner ?

Then when we come to Phil. 1ii. 21, we
get redemption by power when Christ comes
the second time. Ilere it is a question of
abiity. “ He 1s able to subdue all things.’
That is power,—put forth for the redemption
of all things. If Col. i., taught me the pur-
chase of all things, both in heaven and earth,
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Phil. 1ii., teaches me the redemption of all
things by Christ, who has ability to subdue
all things unto Himself. We are now pass-
ing the interval between purchase and
redemption. Is your body yet redeemed
from pain and sorrow? Redemption by
power has not yet gone forth in your behalf.
You are in corruptibility—within the clutch
of diseasc and every malady. It is an age
of humiliation ; you are the companions of
the rejection of Christ, and left in your
miserable circumstances of life,

Now these two things we find put to-
gether in Kph. 1. 14, “The earnest of our in-
heritance, until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession.” Then, when we go back
to Gal. v. 5, we find one little intimation of
a hope—“ We through the Spirit wait for
the hope of righteousness by faith.” We
are 1 the righteousness of God by faith,
and by the Spirit in us we arve looking out
for something, the object which the right-
eousness of taith enfitles us to look for.

When I come to analyse that hope, 1 find
it is the new creation. If we turn to Rom.
viii.,, we shall have that verified. The crea-
tion was made subject to vanity—that
means decay and ruin—in Gen. 1ii., under
the touch of the sin of Adam. “Not will-
ingly :” the trees of the wood and the
beasts of the field had not sinned, but Adam
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had sinned. This passage tells us in a
larger and brighter form than the others, of
the redemption of the inheritance, not of its
purchase. “The creature itself also shall be
delivered.” " That is redemption by power,
and 1s it not in company with the other
Scriptures ?

Now let me ask you, is this to be a sur-
prise to us? Have I had notices, in earlier
times, of the difference between purchase
and redemption ? To be surel have. How
beautifully we see it reflected in the book of’
Exodus! Was not Israel redeemed by
blood in chap. xii., and by power in chap.
xiv.? In chap. xii, if the blood had not
been on the lintel, the first-born among the
Israelites would have fallen as suvely as
the first-born among the Egyptians. There
was no question yet between Fgyp? and
Israel, but between God and Israel. As a
sinner you are cast alone and entirely with
GGod. The blood of Christ has settled that
and so, when the blood was put on the lintel,
Israel was not yet delivered from Egypt,
but from the claims of God. They need
not fear the sword of the destroying angel.
But when we pass on a few chapters we
get then the question between Isracl and
Egypt. Christ is the Purchaser and Christ
is the Redeemer, and when Israel stood
with the hosts of Pharaoh behind and the
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Red Sea before, the One who had passed
over the blood on the lintel looked forth
from behind the cloudy pillar and delivered
them.

This is the difference between the old and
new creation. Supposing I had been in the
cgarden of Kden, could T have looked in the
face of the serpent and defied him? No, 1
must talke care and beware of him. And could
I have looked in the face of the Creator, and
rested in having everything settled between
Him and me? No, I was yet to be tested.
But in the new creation I can look at the
enemy and say, “ he has been conquered for
me; -and I can look at God and say, «“ He
has been satisfied for me.” Shall 1, by-and-
bye, have to keep myself on the watch
because ot the serpent? 1 shall be able to
say, the trail has been blotted out for ever
and ever. But we are passing the interval
now between purchase and power. Do you
see yourself purchased but not yet redeer-
ed by power? And are you passing the
time of your sojourning here in fear, as
knowing that power has not yet been put
forth to quell the strength of the enemy?
How softly, yet how gladly, should we pursue
our journey day by day! The moral glory
of such a position is inestimable : a creature,
carrying in spirit the sense of entire accept-
ance with God, yet walking softly ; happy as
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to God, yet mindful of his ways because
power has not been put forth as to the cir-
cumstances around !

Now, let me ask you again, if we had fig-
ures of purchase and power in Old Testa-
ment times, had we figures of the purchased
and redeemed thing? Yes; the new earth
in the time of Noah was that.

Is Christ in this world the representative
of God in power as King of kings and Lord
of lords? No; He 1s the representative of
the Father. 'The day will come when He
will say, “ He that hath seen me hath seen
the King of kings.” God has not yet thrust
Himself forward in kingly power, but 1 Tim-
othy tells us that § vn s times He shall show
who is the blessed and only Potentate, King
of kings, and Lord of lords.” 1Is there not
blessedness in the thought that the Lord
has come forth as the inmage of God the
Father to tell the secrets of the Father's
bosom, and to reflect the grace of the
Father’s heart? When He comes tforth as
the image of the King of kings, we shall
have a world kept in beautiful order. Have
you that now? No; you have a purged
conscience.

Well, then, we have figures in the Old
Testament of these things. Noabh’s new
world was that. Egypt under Joseph was
that. The feast of tabernacles was that.
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The land in the palmy days of Solomon
was that. (God is telling out, in figure after
figure, the story of the redeemed thing, and
when we come to Rev. v., we find the thing
rehearsed in the praises of “every creature
which 18 1n the heaven and on the earth,
ete.

Now I will close with one other thought.
In the Gospels—say the Gospel by John-—
we see the urchaser at His work., In the
Apocalypse we get the Redeemer at Ilis
work. In John, we see the Lord doing the
work of His first coming, and there He is
set before us simply as the Lamb of God.
John speaks of Him as “The Lamb of God
which taketh away,” ete. gBut when we see
Him doing His work in the Apocalypse, we
see Him not only as the Lamb, but as the

p Lion. The Lamb must be associated with

the Lion, to redeem by power; so He 1s not
only the “ Lamb slain,” but the “ Lion of the
tribe of Judah.” “Do not weep,” says the
angel ; “the Lion of the tribe of Judah has
prevailed to open the book” of the inheri-
tance. He is not acting now as the Lion of
the tribe of Judah. He is the Lamb reject-
ed. By-and-bye the hosts of Pharaoh will
fall on the banks of the Red Sea, and we
shall celebrate redemption by power, as
now we enjoy redemption by blood.

(To be contynued, D. V.)
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THE THhEE ANOIN TIN GS.

« I was sel wup (llt (mm,nt()(? ) from ever-
lasting.” Prov. vie. 25.

“ Glod anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power.”  Acts .. 38,

“Yet have I set (marg. ‘anointed’) my
king upon my holy hzll of Zion.” Ps. . 6
1 K. i, 16 ¢ Lev. vid. 55, 36 ; vide. 12 ;1 Sam.,
v, 18,

I.

Would’st thou the power of the anointing
know ?
The first of all was in eternity ;
Ere God had made the earth, or caused to
OCTOW
Herbs for the food of man, or olive tree,
Whence the anointing of His king should
be, .
He was anointed, had the Spirits seven
Which burn incessant at the glassy se:
Before the thraone of majesty in he(wen ;
When clouds and ocean and the world had

been,
And morning stars had sung together,
then

Was the Beloved in His glorious scene,
And His delights were with the sons of
men,
Who by His Spirit evermore, 1 ween,
Would lead them to His love beyond their
ken.
11.
"Twas in His plenitude of power, but hark!
A gentle dove He seemed in outward form,
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As when one hasted from the windy storm
And gladly rested on the sea-borne ark —
"I'was thus the Father set Hisholy mark

Upon the Holy One, in wisdom, might,

And understanding, shone the sevenfold

Light,
Counsel and knowledge, in a pathway dark,
Nuamined with His radiance; surely still

That light will fall upon his path who sees
And f()HO‘Wb Him who came to do God’s will,

Anointed He with power, and giving peace
To those He'll ever with His Spirit fill

When all the deluge of this world shall

cease

I

The waves may rage, but on His holy mount
God hath anointed Him, and ‘neath His
Crown
The oil of joy will evermore flow down,
For who can all the heavenly blessings
count
That meet for aye on Him who is the Fount
Of life and goodness? In the kingdom
time
This earth shall blossom as in Eden'’s prime
To more than Adam’s bliss shall His amount;
The Prophet shall the word of blessing send
The P1 iest shall lift His holy hands in
power,
The King upon His throne shall make
amend
For all oppression in the conming hour
Which through the darkness doth its sun-
shine lend
T'o cheer the pilgrim ere the tempest lower,
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“1 WILL CONSIDER THY TESTIMON-
1ES.”
( Psalm coure. 95)

How varied and precious are the “consid-
erations” set before us in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, striking chord after chord in our
hearts, and producing note after note of
praise! In the first chapter the personal
and official dignities and glories of the Lord
Jesus Christ crowd themselves together and
unfold themselves before our souls: while
in the second chapter, we have the grace of
Him, by whom God spake in these last days,
in associating others with Himself when
passing through death to the Headship of
all things, ecrowned with glory and honour :
it is as thus set before us, we are told, as
holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling, to “consider” Him, the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession; to gaze on
Him, and have our souls enlarged in con-
templating Him, “ who was fcuthful to Him
that appointed Him.”

But how can such as we sit down and
feast ourselves with such considerations,
with consciences unpurged and not at rest?
In view of this need, and before the next
“consideration” is presented to us, we are
led, in chapters ix., and x., to see the altar
of sin-offering receiving a victim, once and
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for ever, that has satisfied all its righteous
requirements, and which has fully answered
all the demands of the glory of God as to sin
and uncleanness; satisfied the neced of the
convicted conscience, and silenced every
accusing foe. And with consciences thus at
rest, we are set down to another considera-
tion for our souls. We are told, in chap. x.,
24, to “ consider one another to provoke un-
tolove and to good works.” With the holy
peace and calm of purged consciences we are
thus, as 1t were, told that we have leisure
to turn round and look upon one another
with such an end in view, and so much the
more as we see the “day” approaching.
But, you will say, there are the trials and
difficulties of the way to contend with, and
there are the weights and hindrances that
would hamper and clog us in our journeying
onwards to the glory. And,in view of these
things, we are told to turn our eyes toward
Him again, and we are exhorted, in chap.
xil., to “consitder Him who endured,” as One,
who has been in the way Himself, and un-
derstands the grace needed for every step,
and who has learned “how to speak a word
in season to him that is weary” (Isaiah 1.}
at every stage of the journey to the place
where He has Himself sat down, * lest we
should be weary and faint in our minds.”
And, lastly, as those who are in the midst
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of the things that are about to be shaken,
and who are dwelling in spirit, and by faith
amongst those thing which, when all things
are shaken, will remain, we are exhorted to
“consider” the end of the conversation of
those who minister amongst us - Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever.” _

Varied and precious are the “considera-
tions ” thus laid before us, and to which we
are set down to contemplate, in their order
and suitabitity, as every word that proceed-
eth out of the mouth of our God.

AV LV

MANIFESTATION.
(Mark iv. 1-34.)

God, sooner or later, will have all mnanifes-
ted, all things and all persons. Again and
again, this is declared. This thought, I may
say, pervades Scripture.

So will He have His own grace in the
operations of His Spirit manifested.

In the parable of the sower different soils
had been disclosed. The one seed, the same
in each soil, was the occasion of this.

The good soil had been made good by the
husbandry of God, or the hidden visitation
of the Spirit. It would not have been good
otherwise. But having been thus visited by
God, it must be fruitful, because of this
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principle that God will have His operations
manifested. He never lights a candle to put
1t under a bushel.

This is further taught in the parable that
follows, “the seed which grows secretly.”
For there, tke earth is declared to bear fruit
it for the sower “of itself.” That 1s the
point in the parable. God has tilled that
soil, and it must therefore be fruitful.

And on the authority of this great truth,
that all is to be manifested, the Lord warns
us to take heed to the heart, for all in our
history depends on that (vs. 24, 25), And
the parable of “the mustard seed” appears
‘to enforce that warning. The evil soil of
the heart is betrayed and convicted. That
which yields luxurient entertainment for
the unelean grows naturally there.*

Thus, there is a great manifestation
through the preachiug of the gospel.
Christendom becomes a field of wide and
wvaried observation. Within it, there is
jground visited and tilled by the Spirit, and

H*The “seed of the sower ™ and ‘‘ the mustard seed ”
care (,qqentlculv different, | judge, from this 6@11})‘51119
itself. The sower’s seed is good, because the devil is
at enmity with it, and nature (whether highway,
stony, or thorny) cannot nourish it., 1t needs soil
anade good by the husbandry of God. But the mus-
tard seed never provokes the eneny nor needs good
soil. It grows where it is cast, in nature’s soil, yield-
dng eutertainment for the unclean. It is thorefore

t'{’f17il.
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fruit is yielded to the divine sower; and
within it also there is the native ground of
the human heart, and fruit in luxuriant.
abundance is yielded to the unclean.

By and bye, however, complete manifes-
tation will be made, and all this constitutes
truth of a solemn character.

The secrets of the heart shall be all
declared. God “will judge the world in
righteousness by that Man whom He has
ordained.” All must be manifested before
the judgement-seat of Christ. This is one
holy serious truth connected with this, and
which may well persuade us even now
to be upright and truthful in our ways.

And there is another. If our ways are by
and bye to be all manifested, and the very
counsels of the heart declared; if there be
nothing in us now that is not then to come
abroad, so God’'s operations declare them-

selves. If He convert a soul or visit a heart,
making good the soil in any of us, we may
be sure that such operation is ordained to
to show itselt. His tilled ground shall bear
fruit ¢ of itself.” If no fruit appear, the fact
of the Spirit’s hidden husbandry may be de-
nied. On the ground of this great truth
that all is to be manifested, the Lord expos~
es the folly of hypocrisy (Luke xii. ], 2).
The apostle, in his ministry, behaved himself
in the faith of it (2 Cor. iv. 5). The great
white throne with the opened books will at
last vindicate it and illustrate it (Rev. xx.).
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MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

( Continued from page 160 )

FIRST AND SECOND THESSALONIANS.

We are now entering on the Epistles to
the Thessalonians, and we will just review
a little what we have been. looking at. In
Rom. ix. x. and xi., we saw what we called
the dispensations of God. Then, when
we entered on Corinthians, we found the
stories of the body and of the spirit. When
we got to (mr_‘l(ms, Ephesians, ete., we saw
the purchas cha,se of the possession as the frult
of Christ’s first ddvent and the redemption
of the possession as the fruit of His second
advent. What blessed, beautiful mysteries
—_— .
these are! 'There is wonderful accuracy
fulness, and variety in these prophetic
intimations. You and I can talk of heaven-
ly and earthly secrets. We may be little
capacitated to indulge in such high conver-
sations, but we are not straitened in the
oracles of God.

Now, the Epistles to the Thessalonians
introduce our thoughts to two other things
—the coming of the Lord and the day of the
Lord. We have been prepared for such
distinctions from the very beginning. In
the early patriarchal times there was the
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difference between Enoch and Noah. Enoch
was translated to heaven at some undefined
moment, 1n a silent, secret manner. Noah's
story was altogether different. Noah had
to witness the judgment of the old world
and pass through it. Till 120 years had
spent themselves, he could not enter the
new world. Are not these as distinet as
possible? And if we had time we might
trace the same thing in Abraham and Lot,
and in Moses and Joshua. So 1 am prepared
for the coming being different from the day.
You will ask me what I mean by these two.
The coming is the Lord’s descent from
heaven to the air, there to meet His trans-
figured glorified saints. The day of the Lord
is His coming from heaven all the way to
the earth, bringing His saints with Him, to
judge it and set up His kingdom upon it.
So the coming links itself with your rapture
or translation. The day links itself with
the judgment of the earth ; and in 1 Cor. iv.
3, “It is a very small thing that 1 should
be judged of you or of man’s yudgment,” the
word rendered “ judgment,” is really «“day,”
see margin. And does not the morning
judge the night? Does it not rise on the
scene to turn out night and darkness? So
the day brings judgment. There was that
in Noah—not in Enoch—Enoch had nothing
to say to jugdment. Noah witnessed and
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~ passed through it. Now it is striking that
in the divine argument of these two
epistles, the first keeps us in company with
the coming—the second introduces us to the
day. We will turn now to the 1st Epistle,
and we shall find the coming at the close of
each chapter. In chap. 1., “Ye turned to
God from idols, to serve the living and true
God, and to wait for His Son from heaven.”
Now, beloved, that is your proper, personal
attitude. You are to be turning your back
on the idolatrous world, serving the true
God, and waiting for His Son from heaven.
This is proper Christianity. Now, in the
close of chap. ii., we get the same “ coming”
connected with service. “ Why are we so
earnest to come to you—to spend ourselves
upon you? Because ye are our hope and
crown of rejoicing in the presence of the
Lord at His coming.” “ We are willing now
to serve you, because we are waiting for a
day when you will be our glory and joy.”
How far do you and I draw encouragement
from the hope of the coming of the Lord?
When we appear before the Lord, service
will be recompensed.

In the end of chap iii., he uses the coming
for another subject, but we still get the
coming. It is given in a different phase. It
will be a day when weshall be presented by
the Lord to the Father with all the breth-
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ren, and on the way to it we should be culti-
vating brotherly love. Would not the
children in a well-ordered family be
ashamed if they were quarrelling, and
suddenly their father opened the door?
That is the thought here. The more simple
our impressions of God are, the happier for
us.
This will not be the royal kingly scene
which waits for the earth. The family scene
is the secret of heaven.

In chap. iv., the coming is used for a
different purpose altogether, for comfort
under bereavement, “that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope . ... For
the Lord Himself shall descend,” etc.
“ Wherefore, comfort one another with
these words.”

So here we are kept in constant company
with the “coming of the Lord.” and the
spirit has not yet glanced at “the day of
the Lord.” The day of the Lord has not yet
taken place when the Son comes, when the
servalts receive their rewards, when the
brethren meet in the Father’s house, and
when those who have been bereaved are re-
united.

Now look at chap. v., “ Preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” We are still kept in company with
the coming, and here it is used as a reason
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why we should cherish personal holiness,
How full the mind of the Spirit is of this one
precious mystery, and undistractedly so—
using it again and again for different moral
purposes !

‘Now, the apostle has told me certain
things that attach to the coming of the
Lord : waiting for the Son ; service; broth-
erly love ; being taken to meet Him in the
air; without any thought at all of the day.
In due time He 1s ecoming back ; the saints
~will rise to meet Him, and go together to
the Father’s house. This is intimated in John
xiv.,, “I will come again and receive you
to myself, that where 1 am there ye may be
also.” Then there is the whole Apoecalyptic
action lying between the coming and the
day ; that is, it lies between our being taken
in the air to meet the Lord, and our return-
ing with the Lord to execute judgment.
Two simple things entitle me to say that.
One is that I find the church (or living crea-
tures) in heaven in the opening of the pro-
phetic part of the Apocalypse. 1 know,
from Corinthians and Thessalonians how
they got there. Rev. iv., does not tell me
how they got there, but there they are, seat-
ed on thrones in their glory, round the rain-
bow-encircled throne ; and all through the
action of the Apocalypse they may raise the
shout in heaven at certain things on earth,
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but they are never found on earth. And if
the Lord make good His promise, as He sure-
ly will, He will put the saints into the judi-
cial action of the Apocalypse, judging along
with IHimself: “ Know ye not that the
saints shall judge the world?” Can the
judgment go on without that promise being
fulfilled ? So the saints are there, conducting
the judgment with their Head and Lord.

The Thessalonians were a people morally
entitled to talk of these things because they
were in trouble. The Corinthians, Gala-
tians, and Colossians were not so exposed.
Among all the churches the Thessalonians
were a troubled, persecuted people, and
most fittingly and beautifully the consola-
tions of the Lord are administered abund-
antly ; thereby telling us that these consol-
ations are for the Lord’s prisoners, whether
in Spain, or on the coast of Africa, at this
present moment. They are Thessalonian
saints ; [/ may be a Corinthian saint.

Now we come -to the 2nd HEpistle—and
there we are introduced to the day of the
Lord. There was one glance at it in the
1st Epistle—but the coming was its burden,
as the day is the burden of the 2nd Epistle,
“When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God.” This is the Lord’s return
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to the earth in the terrors of judgment.
Then He does not stop in the air to meet
His glorified saints, but He comes taking
vengeance. However could you put these
two things together?

Then when these things are presented to
the thoughts of the saints, they might
alarm them. Is this what we wait for?
“ No,” says the apostle, in chap. ii. His
coming in flaming fire cannot take place till
that man of sin be revealed. You are to
make use of the coming of the Lord and
your gathering together unto Him, to com-
fort yourselvesagainst thethoughtof the day
of the Lord. The day will find out its object,
and the coming will find out its object. If
ever there was accuracy it is here. Was [
told in the 1st Epistle that T must wait for
a something before the Lord could come?
Here I am told that 1 must wait till the man
of sin be revealed. All the daring of the
world must show itself in its Babylon front.
The Herod of that day must be displayed in
the full bloom of apostasy, “sitting in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is
God ;" and then the day of the Lord will
come, and, as we read in Luke, “whereso-
ever the carcase is, thither will the eagles be
gathered together.”

Is that the way the church waits for he]:‘
Liord—as the carcase waits for the pouncing
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of the eagle? Would that be a comely
thought for the church of God ?
I pause here. May our thoughts be guid-
ed in the light of God’s word ; may we walk

in the understanding of His ways and hope
for the fulfilment of His promises. Amen.

TIMOTHY AND TITUS.

In going through the detached prophetic
passages in the New Testament, we have
reached the Hpistles of Timothy and Titus.
Now we will read a few verses in these
Epistles, viz., 1 Tim. iv. 1-5; vi. 13-16; 2 Tim,
1. 8-10; i1, 1-5; 1iv. 1; and Titus 11. 11-13.

We are now to introduce ourselves to
the two appearings, or advents, as we
speak, of the Lord Jesusin this world. But
I want first to direct your thoughts for a
moment to two anticipations of the age
through which we are passing,in 1 Timothy
chapter iv., and 2 Timothy chapter iii.
There we find the Spirit anticipating what
we see with our eyes, hear with our ears,
and handle with our hands. In 1 Tim. iv.,
we see the Christendom corruption of the
middle ages-—--all the dark superstitious
pravity that we get before the Reformation;
a system of abstinences, yet deep hypocrisy.
Then, in 2 Tim. iii., we get an anticipation
of what he calls ¢ thelast days.” Now ¢ the
latter times” are anterior to ¢ the last
days,” and so, Protestant pravity comes
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after Romish pravity ; the free-thinking age
has set in after Romish times. Here we get
a fearful picture of moral iniquity practised
and sanctioned in the bosom of that scene
which calls itself by the name of Christ; an
awful, solemn picture of what you and I see
around us. Thus the Spirit accurately dis-
tinguishes the two corrupt eras in the his-
tory of Christendom, and delineates for you
the characteristic pravity of the one, and
the characteristic pravity of the other. 1
do not say that the characteristic pravity of
the “latter times” is gone when we reach
the “last days”: but each has its own form
of pravity ; and they occupy Christendom.
If you get godliness it is a hidden thing, ac-
cording to Matt. xiii. You see a blessed
remnant of godliness, but the tares charac-
terize the field. So the Spirit here gives
you the grand characteristic that occupies
the scene before you.

Now, having said this, we will turn to the
two appearings. We get that word “appear-
ing " in the 14th verse of 1 Timothy vi., and
in the 10th verse of 2 Timothyi. These are
the two advents, as we speak. One of these
has been accomplished, the other is still in
prospect, and we cannot let the one do the
business of the other. We cannot combine
the two; just as in Thessalonians we saw
the business of the coming and of the day.
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Can you confound these two things? So,
exactly as to the two appearings. The first
did 1ts work, and the second will do its
work.

Now the business of His first was this—to
abolish (or ‘annul’) death, and bring life
and incorruptibility to light through the
gospel, and to leave His people behind Him
prisoners ; as Paul says, “ me, His prisoner.”
He abolished (‘annulled’) death by dying,
and saved you with a certainsalvation. No
probability, no question about 1t, That was
the business of the first appearing, and at
the same time to leave you, it may be, the
sport of a persecuting world ; or “ partaker
of the afflicitions of the gospel,” as Timothy
was.

Now turn to 1 Tim. vi., and you will see
the business of the second appearing, and 1
ask you, can you put them together? That
word “ before,” in the 13th verse, I would
rather leave out, as in the original. It
seems to depreciate the personal glory of
the Lord Jesus. “That thou keep this
commandment without spot, unrebukable,
uniil the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Now here is an appearing still in
prospect, and what will be its business?
“ Which in His times He shall show, who is
the blessed and only Potentate, King of kings
~and Lord of lords.” This is an appearing bril-
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tart with glory; but can I plian with the
thing that is precious for the thing that is
magnificent ? 1 travel on from the exquis-
ite, wondrous grace of the first appearing
to the glorious magnificence of the second.
The first teams with the riches of precious
grace ; in the second I am lost in a world of
glories. The angels performed the business
of Sinal; but to hurl the thunders of Sinai,
would that have been the proper business of
the Son of the bosom? The Son comes
forth when the boundless riches of grace
are to be announced. And at His second
appearing He is to be the reflection of the
effulgence of the blessed and only Potentate.
He is not merely a Potentate but a blessed
Potentate. Has there ever been a blessed
Potentate in this world? Solomon was
that for a time, but he soon lost his happi-
ness. None can retain happiness without
purity.

So the first appearing had its work, and
the second will have its work. When He
comes the second time will He be a house-
less, homeless man in His own creation?
When He was here the first time, He said
“He that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father.” When He comes the second time,
He will be able to say “ He that hath seen
Me, hath seen the King of kings and Lord of
lords.”
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Now just turn to Titus ii. 11, and you will
find these two appearings kept in the same
connection. “The grace of God which
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men: teaching us,” ete., * * * “Jooking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
pearing (or literally * the appearing of the
glory ”) of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ.” Grace has appeared, glory
will appear by-and bye. Did any glory ac-
company the first advent of Christ? There
is no glory equal to moral glory, to the eye
of faith, but there was no palpable, out-
ward glory. The first coming brought, not
power nor the kingdom but, salvation.
But it did more—it taught us to believe.
It saved us, and called us with a holy cal-
ling, as we read in Timothy. And more
than that ; it has put us in the expectation
and prospect of the second. The salvation-
bringing appearing has put us into a con-
dition to look for the glory-bringing appear-
ing of the great God. Was there ever such
beauty ? How thoroughly lovely it is to see
God at His work, telling out by one mystery
atter another the secrets of His own bosom !
He has linked my soul with the grace of the
first appearing, and fitted me for the glory
of the second. In that short passage in
Titus we get the two appearings of Timothy

put close together and showing how beauti-
fully they suit each other; that the grace
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perfected by the first, has entitled me to
wait Wlthout dpprehen‘alon for the glory of
the second.

But there are one or two more things
that we must not let go. Wereadin 2 Tim.
iv. 1, “I charge thee, therefore, before God
and the Lieord Jesus éhmst who shall judge
the quick and the dead at His appearing
and His kingdom.” Has that verse been a
little obscure to you ? If we read it careless-
ly it will be so. If you have in recollection
Rev. xix., you will find there the judgment
of the quick, and in Rev. xx., the judgment
of the dead. "The judgment of the quick
takes place when the Lord appears; when
the armies of Satan, and the beast and the
false prophet confront Him, and perish in
the light of His presence. But when we go
on to chap. xx., and stand, not before the
Rider on the white horse, but the Sitter on
the-white throne, we get the judgment of
the dead, whose names are not written in
the Lamb's book of life. Now when we
come to this verse in Timothy, there might
seem to be a little collision. How are weto
combine it with Rev. xix. and xx.? A little
thought will show you that they combine
bed,ublfull The appearing judges the
quick— the kmgdom ]ugg'e% the dead. 1t is
mere style that would awake any conftusion
there. The more one stands before these
divine communications, the more one islost
in the fulness, accuracy and variety of thesc
things. There is no confusion in the coun-
sels themselves or in the communication of
those counsels to you and me.

(To be continuved, D. V.)
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THE EXCELLENCIES OF CHRIST.

“But ye are....a royal priesthood... . that ye
showld show forth the praises (‘evcellencies’ ) of Him
who hath called yow out of darkeness into His marvel-
lows Light.,” 1 Peter ii. 9.

Come let us sing the matchless worth,

And sweetly sound the glories forth
Which in the Saviour shine:

To God and Christ our praises bring ;

The song with which high heaven will ring,
“ Praises for grace divine.”

How rich the precious blood He spilt,

Our ransom from the dreadful guil¢
Of sin against our God ;

How perfect is the righteousness,

In which unspotted beauteous dress
His saints have ever stood !

How rich the character He bears

And all the form of love He wears,
Fxalted on the throne;

In songs of sweet untiring praise,

We ¢'er would sing His perfect ways,
And make His glories known.

And soon the happy day shall come,

When we shall reach our destined home,
And see Him face to face;

Then with our Saviour, Lord and Friend,

The one unbroken day we’ll spend
In singing still His grace,

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

182
“WE HAVE A GREAT HIGIL PRIEST”

EXODUS XX VIIL

We are told in Hebrews that “we have
a great High Priest, who is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God ;7 and agaln,
“We have such am High Priest whois set on
the right band of the majesty in the
heavens ;" and again, “ If He were on earth
he would not be a priest.” The place of the
excercise of the priesthood of Jesus is the
heavens; and He has gone there uas
priest, “when He had by Himself purged
our sins.”  His priesthood follows redemp-
tion for us. He is gone as a priest there to
sustain, according to the light and perfec-
tions of God’s presence, those whom He has
redeemed. “ We see not yet all things put
under Him,” says the apostle, “but we see
Jesus o« % % o+ crowned with glory
and honour.” The same words (see 1LXX\)
as those in verse 2 of our chapter, when
speaking of Aaron’s garments of “glory
and beauty” (or “ honour™); so we find that
what Aaron was typically and officially,
when clothed in these garments, Christ is
personally. But before we see Him thus as
represented m oour chapter, let us look on
Him in His life down here, before the way
into the holiest was made manifest. We
read, 1n Exodus xxvi. 31, 33, of a vail which

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

183

separated the holy place from the
most holy, and concealed the glory
of God within: a vaill composed of
“blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine-twined linen of cunning work; with
cherubims shall it be made.” This vail fig-
ured to us the flesh of Christ, as we are told
mm Hebrews x. 20. The materials which
~composed the vail tell us of the purity and
oraces of Christ. We find that the “blue™
was the first of these things, the heavenly
colour, Heavenly was He in all His ways,
walking through the world as “the Son of
Man who is in heaven " (John iii, 13). Tru-
ly perfect His humanity, yet with a savour
of heaven in all His ways. The royal colour,
the “ purple,” was there too; born a king, as
we read from the Gentile mouth, ¢ Where
is He that is born king of the Jews?” And
then the “scarlet” which conveys to us the
human glory of Jesus (Psalm wviii.). And
“fine-twined linen,” His own perfect person-
al spotlessness, and inherent righteousness.
With the cherubims added, for God the
Father had “given Him authority to exe-
cute judgment also, because He is the Son
of Man, “as we read in John v. The cher-
ubims are always the companions of the
throne, the judicial executive of the throne
in governinent (see them in Gen. iii.; Ex.
xxv.; 2 Chron. iii.; Ezek. i.—xi.; Rev. iv,, &e.).
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Thus we have in the vail that which con-
cealed God within, and in it the figure of
Christ's flesh. And He was thus presented
to man, and He put forth His e¢laims; but
one after another they were refused, reject-
ed and set aside. His earthly claims being
thus refused, He must die and rise again
that He may have a heavenly people, and
bring them in divine righteousness before
God. In verse 4 of the chapter before us, we
find certain garments which were to be made:
“a breast-plate, and an ephod and a robe,
and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle.”
Now the ephod was that which peculiarly
characterized the priesthood. In 1 Sam,
xxil., we read of Doeg the Kdomite falling
upon and slaying fourscore and five
persons who wore the linen ephod. David,
when he enquired of the Lord, put on the
ephod (1 Sam. xxiii. 9). The ephod was
composed of the same materials as the vail
(without the cherubims), but there was one
material «added to those comnposing it, which
was ¢gold. Gold is the figure of divine
righteousness in Scripture. The inner part
of the tabernacle and the furniture and
vessels were of gold. We learn from this,
that while God’s Son had come down in
divine and perfect love, and “ had taken not
hold of angels, but of the seed of Abra-
ham he had taken hold;” He who was “in
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the form of God, and thought it not robbery
to be equal with God, made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men, and being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross:
wherefore God also hath highly exalted
Him.” God took Him up and set Him, in
divine righteousness, in His presence. He
is “with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous.” And we find Him thus set there in
divine righteousness betfore God, and girded
with the girdle of service for His people: to
wash their feet and cleanse them practically
according to the purity of what God s, not
merely according to what they ought to be.
We find Him thus in John xiii. All His
earthly claims had been put forth before
this and refused-—as Son of God, Son of
David, and Son of Man (see John xi., xii.).
He looks beyond it all into the heavenly
glory ; and, in the washing of the disciples’
tfeet, we learn that which He girded Himself
to do in the glory into which He was about
to go. He had come from God and went to
God. In the end of chap. xiin., He speaks of
His work that gives them a title to be there,
“Now is the Son of Man glorified,
and God 1s glorified imn Him.”  And

in chap. xiv., He enters into the Fath-
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er's house, now as a glorified Man, upon a
title that brings others in too, and we find
those others in our chapter, His people,
assoclated with Him (vs. 9-29). Their names
are borne upon His shoulders and His heart;
on the “stones of memorial” and the
“ breastplate of judgment;’ and they are set
en their places in GOLD! Brought in and
set 1n dwine righteousness in Him in the
presence of God, “ who made Him to be sin
for us who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him ™ (2
Cor. v. 21). He bears the weight and bur-
den of His people on His shoulders before
God Himself ; and more, He cannot be there
without representing them, for we read in
ver. 28, “They shall bind the breastplate
by the rings thereof unto the rings of the
ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be
above the curious girdle of the ephod, and
that the breastplate be not loosed from the
ephod. And Aaron shall bear the names of
the children of Israel in the breastplate of
judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in
unto the holy place,fora memorial before the
Lord continually.”  And, more than this, He
bears their judgment according to the light
and perfections (the Urim and Thummim)
of God’s holy presence. The robe of blue
was under all the official garments—the per-
sonal, heavenly character of Christ. But
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when He went into the holy place, to “heav-
en itself,” He left, them behind to a “holy
Father's” care. As the Father had sent
Him into the world, even so does He send
them into the world (John xvii.) to bear
testimony to Him, and for His name; and
to manifest the savour of His life on earth,
to bring forth fruit to the praise and glory
of God. Thus, asat Pentecost, as our great
High Priest went into the holy place, even
heaven itself, He sent down the Holy Ghost
to His people; and as the golden bells and
pomegranates were on Aaron’s robe, that
“his sound shall be heard when he goeth in
unto the holy place before the Lord.” So
was the sound of Jesus, the testimony and
fruits of the Spirit (the golden bell which
made the sound, the testimony; and the
pomegranates, the fruit), heard upon earth
at Pentecost, when He went in to the holy
place. |

But the precious fruits are often mingled
in their purity with something of the flesh
and the natural man; and we read that,
“Thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and
grave upon it,like the engravings of a signet,
Holiness to the Lord; and thou shalt put it on
a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre ;
upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be.
And it shall be upon Aaron’s forehead, that
Aaron may bear the iniguity of the holy
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things” (the testimony and fruits when
mingled with anything of the flesh or the
natural man), “ which the children of Israel
shall hallow, 1in all their holy gifts: and it
shall be always upon hes forehead that they
may be accepted before the Lord.”

Precious and varied and beautiful are the
offices He thus sustains for His people—sus-
tains, not merely according to their incon-
sistencies, but according to the light and
perfections and holiness of what God is, to
whom they have been brought in Him.

NSNS N

MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR- -
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

( Continaed from page 180 )

HEBREWS IT., TV.

In pursuing the prophetic fragments, as
we have called them, in the New Testament
(for prophecy breaks out incidentally in the
Gosples and Epistles), we find they very
much abound in the Hebrews, so we must
linger for several meditations on this Epis-
tle. We will meditate to-day on the first
four chapters, and we shall find them very
full of prophetic intimations. I will read a
few passages in them, in which we shall
find Adam and Joshua put together. There
is a great kindredness between the places
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they hold in the book of God. We will read
now, in chap. ii., from the 5th to the 10th
verse; and in chap. iv., from the 4th verse to
the end.

The leading characteristic business of the
Epistle to the Hebrews is to present the
Lord Jesus as He now 1s, in heaven. 1t dis-
tinctly looks at Him as ascended. He is as-
cended, but i1t i1s in the character of the
Lamb of God. He is glorified in the highest
heavens, but is as the Purger of our sins;
and the Spirit is summoning one glory after
another, to pass under the review of our
souls. It is not the business of the Spirit in
this Epistle to conduct us to His future glor-
ies. Several classes of glories belong to the
Lord Jesus. His personal glory is that in
which we find Him to be perfect God, as
well as perfect man. His moral glory is
seen when Ile walked as an obedient Jew
in all the paths of human activity. His
official glories in heaven are now revealed
to faith, and by-and-bye Ilis millennial
glories will find their exhibition on the
earth. In looking at the glories of Christ
you span, or bridge the two eternities. If
vou look at the eternity that is past, you
see His personal glory as co-ordinate with
the Father and the Holy Ghost. When He
was down here on the earth, you see His
moral glories. Now, in heaven, you see His
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official glories; and by-and-bye, be it the
glory of a King, a Judge, or the Head of
His body,—the form of glory may change,
but you are only travelling from glory to
glory with Christ. Now the business of the
Hebrews is to present Him in His official
glories, as the Purger of our sins; the High
Priest of our profession; the Executor of
the new covenant ; the One who sits there
as having perfectly done the will of God.
There He is, and He has a title to display
Himself there in this galaxy or constellation
of glories. Among these glories 1s this, He
is the Lord, or expectant Heir of the world
to come. You will ask, is He not now the
Heir ? No; He is the Heir-expectant, expec-
ting till His enemies are made His footstool.
You could not properly say a person was the
heir till he had stepped into the inheritance.
If it was uncertain that another might not
step in Instead of him, he would be the
heir-presumptive. If he was sure of it in
due time, he would be the heir-expectant;
that is the Lord Jesus. And the business of
Psalm viii., is to present Him in this char-
acter. We cannot occupy ourselves too
much with the Lord Jesus. Diseriptions
are better than defimitions. Take for
instance the millennium. When the Spirit
comes to speak of it He describes 1t as the
« times of refreshing,” the “kingdom of the
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Father,” ““ the restitution of all things;” and
our Lord speaksof it as the “ regeneration.”
Now I ask your sensibilities, are not deserip-
tions much better than names? The Spirit
does not merely talk to me of the millen-
nium in name, but describes the thing to me.
1 welcome such a style as that. Now here,
the beautiful thing that Christ is expecting
is called “ the world to come.” It is a world
to come, not merely because it 1s fufure, but
because there has never been anything like
1t seen yet. It will be a kind of second Gen-
esis.  (enesis is the old creation. The
world to come will be the new creation. 1t
is the regeneration, which the Lord speaks
of, *“ When the Son of man shall sit on the
throne of His glory.”

When we come to look a little further, in
Hebrews ii., we find the path which led the
Lord to the world to come. It is a totally
different path from that which led Adam to
the garden of Eden. Adam entered the
garden simply by creation. The Lord God
breathed into him the breath of life, and put
him into the lordship of everything. 1t was
a great coronation day to Adam. The
day of hils espousals tollowed, and he
was installed in  the gardemn in full
delight. But Adam got there simply
by this act of grace in the Creator. 'The
Lord Jesus got into the very same thing in
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the world to come, but by an entirely ditfer-
ent path. He was “made a little lower
than the angels for the suffering of death ;—
that He. by the grace of God, should taste
death for every man.” That was the path
by which He found His way into the world
to come. Before He could survey His mon-
archy He must bow Himself to death, He
must “lie a prisoner in the grave” and then
be lifted up to His coronation. The apostle
takes up the oracle of the psalmist, and does
not add to it, but unfolds and interprets it
to our thoughts. The apostleis Grod’s second
letter tous. T might write you a letter, and
if there was anything difficult in it [ might
write you another. Now the apostle’s let-
ter is God’s interpretation of the psalmist’s
description of Christ’s brilliant occupation
of the world to come. The Spirit
m the apostle engrafts our Jesus on
Psalm viii. He introduces into it our dead
and risen and glorified Christ. The One
humbled a while is set over the works of
God’s hands. And then T ask you, Is He to
- go alone into that world to come? Why
then did He die? Must He have died to go
there Himself? Iivery thought resents it!
Why then did He die but that He might
bring the sons of glory into this beautiful
world to come. What do I want now, as a
poor sinner, but to deposit myself in the
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bands of Christ, as an old writer says, ¢ Let
Christ sce to it.” I commit myself 1o Christ
and 1t becomes His business not mine, and
He conducts me-to the world of glory. When
we meditate on this what a blessed thing is
before us! Marking the path of the Son of
Man, through death and resurrection, into
His dominions. There is material in the
bhook of God to keep our souls in an eternal
-apture. DBut then we want souls to be en-
raptured. We are not straightened in Him
but in ourselves.

If T were to linger a little on John i,
I should find it connected with all this.
John 1., illustrates this simple truth,
that the Lamb of God is the Creator
anew.  This chapter just shows e
the same thing. The Creator anew enters
on the world to come as the Lamb of God.
Not merely as the Omnipotent One, who
could call light out of darkness: that was
creativepower. Buteverything now stands
in the blood of Christ, and 1s therefore infal-
lible. 1t is a purchased thing. 1f 1 look at
Adam in Eden, I sce God laying out His
power, but not flimself. But the God-man
has Iaad down His life for the world to come,’
and will any one tell me that the thing
which Christ has purchased with His own
blood is a forfeitable thing ? Christ has laid
Himself out on it, spent Himself upon it,
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and the power of the serpent can never
reach it. It is impregnable, unassailable,
“invulnerable. And this introduces that
word must. “Some must enter therein”
(chap. iv. 6). God has appointed that others
shall be there with Him. And now we come
to Joshua, and we find that he did no more
for Israel than God did for Adam. He put
them into Canaan and everything depended
on their fidelity-—the same title of legal fidel-
ity as Adam’s—and they lost it. 1f God had
given Adam aninfallible creation, He would
never have spoken of the world to come.
So, the land of Israel was a forfeitable thing,
and ¢ there remaineth therefore a rest;”
that rest is “the world to come.” Christ
has not got there yet. Acts iii., tells me the
heavens must retain Him till the times of
restitution. So, here I get Christ retained
in the heavens. That which Adam lost, and
Joshua lost, in the hands of Christ 1s infal-
libly secure. All the promises of God in
Him are Yea and Amen. The moment a
promise gets 1into Christ’s hands, to
be ministered from Him to wme, that
moment that promise is sure. There is a
Sabbatism that remains for the people of
God, and some must enter therein, In
Adam and Joshua all was Jlost. There is not
a hand capable of holding a single blessing,
but the once bleeding, infallible hand of the
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Lamb of God. Let any promise get there,
and it is sure and infallible. lLet any glory
get there and it is unclouded for ever.

CHAPTERS V.—VIIIL,

We will now pursue our way through the
next four chapters, which introduce us to
the two priesthoods and the two covenants,
One of these priesthoods and one of these
covenants are still prophetic things, and we
are therefore entitled to look at them.

First, then, as to the two priesthoods,
the Aaronic and the Melchisedec priesthoods.
The priesthood of the Aaronic characteris a
bygonething. Thepriesthood of the Melchise-
dec character is, in one great sense, still
future. The three passages in the Book of
God where Melchisedec is referred to, are
Genesis xiv., Psalm cx., and the passage be-
foreus. The Epistle to the Hebrews refers to
the two places in the Old Testament where he
is looked at. In Genesis xiv., we find the bat-
tle of the four kings, and as they were re-
turning with the spoils of victory, it was
told Abram that his brother Lot had been
taken prisoner. While it was a mere fight
between the potsherds of the earth, Abram
took no part in it ; but when he found Lot
was involved, it became the duty of the kins-
man to bestir himself. Such is the intelli-
gence of faith. He knew when to be quiet
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and when to be active. So out to the fight
he goes, and rescues Lot and brings back the
spoil. On his return he is met by an august
personage of whom we have never heard
till now; he is met hy Melchisedee, coming
forth from the sanctuary of Zion, where he
dwelt, exercising the priesthood of the God
of heaven and earth.

Now 1 am going to introduce you to the dif-,
ferent way in which the Spirit is looking at
Melchisedec in Genesis xiv.,, and in Psalm
¢x. In Gen. xiv., he is shown to you in his
actings. In Ps. ex., you donot see him in his
actings, but in his consecration. Now his
actings are millennial actings ; his consecra-
tion is resurrection consecration. While
you are looking at Melchisedec’s actings you
areinthe millennium. Because Abraham had
finished his warfare and brought back the
spoils of the victory when Melchisedec met
him. And what did he get? D)id he want
the relief of the Aaronic sin-offering, or the
cleansings of the sanctuary? No, he was
a weary conqueror. He presented hiniself
in the laurels of victory, and all Melchisedec
had to do was to welcome him with the re-
freshments of the kingdom. In thesame way
the lLord Jesus will come forth from His
hiding-place, but not till the warfare is
accomplished, and He can greet His people
who have gone through their conflict here,
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not till the due millennial hour. The bless-
ing suited to the lips of Aaron we read
in Numbers vi., “The Lord bless thee and
keep thee,” &e. Did Abraham want that
blessing now? Did he want to be kept?
Did he lack grace and peace? He was in
the full bloom of his triumph and wanted
the refreshments of the weary conqueror,
not the cleansing of the defiled*saint. The
Lord Jesus is both Aaron and Melchisedec
and by-and-bye His saints will be greeted
by a blessing, not from Him who has com-
forts for sorrows, but from Him who has
kingly refreshments for conguerors. The
moment you look at Melchisedec in his act-
ings, you are in the future. But now, when
we turn to Psalm ¢x., we see him 1n resurrec-
tion consecration, and there we get a prresent
Christ. The Psalm cx., is very important,
and is variously used by the Holy Ghost in
the New Testament. Now we will read and
analyse it a little. “The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand until I make
thine enemies thy footstool.” That is Jeho-
vah’s language to Christ when He ascended
from the Mount of Olives and took His place
at the right hand of God. 1 believe His re-
sponse is found in Psalm xvi., “ At Thy
right hand are pleasures for evermore.”
Then when He has taken His seat, in vers-
es 2, 3 and 4, the Spirit addresses Christ at
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the right hand and says, “Jehovah shall
send the rod of thy strength out of Zion; rule
thou in the midst of thine enemies.” He
must walt there for a certain time, the
heavens must retain Him, but in due time
He will come forth to the day of Revelations
xix. Then, “Thy people shall be willing.”
The moment His enemies are made His foot-
stool, He will gather His people together,
and the § %})Llﬂlt calls it here, *“the dew of thy
youth.” This will be “in the day of thy

power.” Your dignity 1is, that you
have been mrade willing in the day
of His weakness. 1t will be a blessed
thing for the Jew to own Him in His
millennial power, but the dignity of the
Church is to own Him in the day of His re-
jection and weakness. She has been allied
to Him in the day of His humiliation. The
Jew will mever have companionship
with Him in the day of His weak-
ness. Then in verse 4, He is addressed
in His own personal dignity, and it 1is
with that that the argument of the Hebrews
links itself. This 1s the consecration of Mel-
chisedec; and 1t is what makes the Lord
Jesus a priest, this moment, after the order
of Melchisedec. He is not now acling after
the manner of Melchisedec:; He i1s acting
after the manner of Aaron: but He i1s con-
secrated with the consecration of Melchise-
dec. It would have been unworthy of Him
to be consecrated after the pattern of Aaron
—-a dying man who was to be succeeded by
another; Christ is a living priest. Aaron

went through his life and service, and died.
Could God be satisfied with that? DBut the
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moment the Lord proves Himself the Con-
queror of death, not only have I a hiving
priest but God is satisfied. Jesus in resuar-
rection is life in vietory, and that is His con-
secration. And, consequently, we ftind in
Hebrews, that He was not a priest while He
was here. He had not yet abolished death.
He must first destroy (‘annul’) death, and in
resarrection display life in victory. Then
God put Him into office after the manner of
Melchisedec¢, who had ¢ neéither betrnmm;.,
of days nor end of ht@ ,” that is, there is no
recor d of him. He was a shadow of the ris-
en, living, pr iessthood of the Son of God.
Again I say, when we come to look at Aaron,
who scts forth the present actings of Christ,
Aaron was to meet you in your present de-
filement. He had a sin offering, a trespass
offering, a eucharistic offering in his hand
for you. All that the Lord Jesus is doing
now. Do you want your defilement
cleansed ?  He washes your feet. Do you
want your sacrifices of praise presented to
God? They go up by Christ to Him. The
Lord Jesus at present is acting in the varied
grace of Aaron for you, and by-and-bye He
will act as Melchisedee, in greeting Iis
elect, after their journey and warfare are
accomplished, with kingly refreshments.
Now our next subject we get in chap. viii.
This treats of the two covenants. Asto this
subject of the covenants, you may look at
them as the patriarchal, the legal, and the
evangelic covenants, The pdtlldl(hdl COV-
enant was all on the ground of promise.
There were not two parties toit. When we
get under law, the very form and phase of
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the covenant is changed. 'The Israelites had
to act their part in the covenant just as
much as God. It is no longer a covenant of
promise but of works. 1t is no longer one
undertaking to do and the other bowing the

head in the obedience of faith, but one under-
taking to do this, and the other undertaking
to do that ; thatis the legal covenant. Then
in the prophc‘r% we get the new covenant,
which falls back on the patriarchal cove-
nant, and shows it to be simple promise.
That is what the New Testament takes up,
and calls “the new covenant.” Heb. wviii.,

shows you that the Lord found fault with
the old covenant, and why? Because it
made Him a receiver. He rests in the new
covenant, because it puts Him in the place

of Giver, and the sinner in the place of re-
ceiver. He takes delight in it, because He
has found it “more blessed to give than to
receive.”  Of that style of thing, Paul de-
clares himself the minister. 1t 1s not pro-
phetically fulfilled yet, but it will be, with
the house of Israel a,nd Judah in the day of
their repentance. Paul is the minister ot
that which makes God a Giver, and me a
receiver. So there is an element in both
these things that is prophetic. We must
wait for His millennial actings, and wadt for
the accomplishment of the new covenant in
the day of Israel’s repentance.

May the blessed Lord shut up our thoughts
and affections with Christ in the Scriptures,
and make us wise with God and in God, in
this day of human wisdom. Amen.

(1o be continued, D.V.)
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GLORYING IN THE CROSS.

(Galatians vi, 14.)

Nothing is so difficult as to take a mnn
out. of himself; it is impossible, except by
giving him a new nature Man glories in
anything that will bring honour to himself
----- -anything that distinguishes him from his
neighbour. Tt does not signify what it
is (it may be even that he is the tallest man),
anything his pride may come in, in that
which gives him advantage over others.

Some may glory in their talents. There
are differences in men's minds: vanity 1is
seen more in some, wishing for the good
opinion of others; pride more in others,
having a good opinion of themselves.
Wealth, knowledge, anything that disting-
uishes a man, he will glory in, and make a
little world around himself by it. There is
another thing, too, that men glory in, be-
sides talent, birth, wealth, ete., and that 1s
their religion. Take a Jew, and you will find
he glories in not being a Turk; the Chris-
tian, so called, glories in that he 1s not a
heathen and a publican. Man will thus take
the very thing that God has given him to
take him out of himself to accredit himself
with. Those who are so deluded as to be
throwing themselves down to Juggernaut
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may have less to glory in, or to. fancy
they can glory in; but the measure
of truth, connected with the religion men
hold, is the very occasion of their glorying.
Thus the Turk, who owns the true God, will
glory in his religion over those who do not;
the Jew, in his religion, he had the truth,
and “salvation came to the Jews;” the Gen-
tile Christian, too, has truth, but then he
prides himself upon it, and this brings in
the mischief. The subtlety of the enemy is
seen in proportion as it is truth in which he
makes a man glory ; and itis not so difficult
to detect, either, for if you are proud of
being a Christian, the whole thing is told at
once.

It is quite another thing, of course, for the
true, genuine child of God walking in the
power of the cross, ete.,, who glories in that
he knows God. With Jonah there was just
this pride at work : he was proud of being a
Jew, and would not go to Nineveh, as God
told him, because he was afraid of losing
his rerutation. He had rather have seen all
Nineveh destroyed, than have his own credit
as a prophet lost. Jonah was a true proph-
et, but, glorying in himself, he turned his .
religion into a ground of self-glorying.
Whatever you are decking yourself out with
(it may even be with a knowledge of Scrip-
ture) 1t 1s glorying in the flesh. Ever so lit-
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tle a thing is enough to make us pleased
with ourselves; what we should not notice
in another is quite enough to raise our own
importance. |

Glorying in religion is a deeper thing.
Whatever comes from man must be worth-
less. A man cannot glory in being a sinner.
Conscience can never glory, and there is no
true religion without the conscience-—not
speaking now of righteousness in Christ.
What is it then in religion that man glories
in ? It always must have a legal
character, because there must be something
for him to do—hard penance, or anything,
no matter at what cost, if it only glorifies
self. “As many as desire to make a fair
show in the flesh constrain you tobe ¢ireum-
cised . . . they desire to have you ecir-
cumcised, that they may glory in your flesh”
(Gal. vi. 12, 13). Man could bind heavy bur-
dens. Why should he? Because self would
have to do something. When man glories
in self there may be the truth in a measure,
but it is of alegal character always, because
there must be something man can do for
God: Glorying in the flesh is not glorying
in sin, but, as in Philippians iii., religious
glorying, glorying in something besides
Christ.

But in the cross man has nothing to say
to it. It is not my cross, but “the cross of
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our Lord Jesus Christ,” and the only part I
had in Christ’s cross was sin. My sin had to
do with it, for it brought Him there. This
puts man down altogether. That which
saves man, and what God delights in, man
could not put a finger to in bearing. ¢ The
foolishness of God is wiser than men ” (1 Cor.
1. 25). The one single thing I have in the cross
is my sin. There is this further thought:
we are utterly lost without it. Divine
love treats me as an utterly lost sinner, and
the more I see that perfect divine love, the
more I see how vile I am, utterly contempt-
ible, defiled and lost. ‘1 have liked defiling
myself; I am a wretched slave, dragged
down to my defilement. The cross, when I
see what 1t 1s, destroys my glorying in self,
and puts truth in the inward parts, too, for
it not only shows me how bad I am, but it
makes me glad to confess my sin, instead of
making excuses forit. I am awakened to
say, “1 am guilty of having loved all this.”
Love opens the heart, and enables me to
come and tell Him how bad I am. Ithus
delight to record all that He has done, all
‘that I owe Him ; and that is thankfulness.
My heart tells out its vileness; there is no
guile—not delighting in the sin of course,
but rejoicing in the remedy.

Then we have, on the other side, farther,
God’s delight in the cross. “ Having made

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

205

peace through the blood of the cross” (Col.
1. 20), God gives us to delight with Him in
the value of it. And first, we see in it God’s
unutterable love—not love called out, like
ours, by a lovable object. No; “God com-
mendeth His love towards us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Rom. v. 8). It was love acting in its own
proper energy—from itself only—so proper-
ly divine that a soul expecting it, as a mat-
ter of course, could not be a fit object for it.
God’s work and God’s ways are shown in a
manner that man could not and ought not
to have thought of. I am a poor miserable
sinner, and there T see God’s love in giving
His own Son. When He forgives, there is
the positive active energy of love in giving
the best thing-—the thing nearest to itself—
for sin, which is the thing farthest from it-
self, giving it to be “made sin” (2 Cor. v. 21).
When I look at the cross, | see perfect and
infinite love, God giving His Son to be
“made sin ;" I see perfect and infinite wis-
dom also.

With a conscience, I cannot enjoy God’s
love without seeing Him dealing about my
sins. Even a sparrow God can be good to,
it is true; but can God accept me in my
sins ? Can He accept an impertfect offering ?
As Micah says, “Can I give the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?” Cain brought
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the fruit of his own work, without any
sense of sin: the hardness of his heart was
proved by it, and an utter forgetfulness
about his sin. I see in the cross what my
sin is. 1 cannot look at that as God sees it
without learning God. Man has forgotten
God enough to rise up against Him who
was God’s remedy for his misery. Then
judgment must be exercised ; God’s author-
ity must be vindicated. It became Him

. to make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings” (Heb. ii.
10). Areangels to see man flying in God’s
face, and He take no notice of it? No!
Therefore, “it became him, for whom are
all things, and by whom are all things,” ete.
God is a righteous judge, and judgment
must be executed. There is judgment as
well as love seen in the cross. There is not
only a holy nature taking sin, but Christ is
. nundergoing the judgment due to evil
There is the unsparing wrath of God against
‘the sin, but God’s perfect love to the sinner.
~There His majesty, which we insulted, is
vindicated : even the Son bows to that., If
He is to keep up the brightness of the Fath-
er’s glory, He must vindicate His character
in this way. God’s truth was proved at the
cross: “The wages of sin is death.” Man
had forgotten this; but Christ stands up,
the witness of God in such a world, that
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what God has said is true: “The wages of
sin is death.” The love with which God
wins man to Him proves this very thing at
the same time.

There is more in the cross. God accom-
plishes all His purposes by it. He is bring-
ing “many sons to glory,” and how could
He bring these defiled sinners into the same
glory with His own Son? Why, God has so
fully accomplished the work that, when in
the glory with Him, we shall be a part of
the display of that glory. Therefore He
says, “That in the ages to come, He might
show the exceeding riches of His grace”
(Ephes. ii. 7)—a Mary Magdalene, a thief up-
on the cross, trophies of that grace, through
all eternity ! And how could He set them in
such a place with His own Son? His own
glory and love ride over all our sin and put
it all away: He Himself has done it.

For us, then, the cross has done two
things : it has given peace of conscience, and
not what man can see outside, and then
spoil. No, He has perfected for ever them
that are sanctified. All sin is blotted out
and put away. I can glory in the cross, then,
for my sins are gone! |

Again, “ After that ye have known God,
or rather are known of God” (Gal. iv. 9)
poor wretched things that we are, to be
made the vessels of such love and grace.

The Remembrancer 13 (1904)



The Remembrancer 13 (1904)

208

The conscience has certainty and peace, and
more than that, a confidence that Adam in
innocence could never have had. There is
communion and peace in my own soul, and
there is another thing also—I have clearness
of understanding in the ways of God.
Should I go through a course of ceremonies,
genuflexions, &e., to add to my perfectness
which I have through the cross? You do
not know the cross; you do not know
Christ-—what God—has done by the cross,
if you are trying other things to make
you better. “Can the Ethiopian change
his skin ?” When you know not the
cross, you may use all these efforts
to satisfy and quiet your conscience. When
you know it, it leaves spiritual affections
free. When I see the cross, I can love God.
If I have offended Him, I can go off to Him
directly and tell Him; for I am a child, and
my relationship is not thereby altered. My
fellowship is with the Father and the Son—
this is my happy privilege.

When I can glory in the cross, there is an
end of glorying in self; for I am nothing
but a sinner. He has brought us to God by
the cross, for Christ has suffered, the just
for the unjust. Are our souls glorying in
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, or in
vanity, or in self? If you are not glorying in
the cross, it 1s your own loss, not to say your
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own sin ; for you can never see God’s love,
God’s holiness, God’s wisdom, God’s truth, as
on the cross. HKEven where you are you may
learn it, for you have not to elimb up some-
where to get it; but it has come to you
where you are. It is not when you are bet-
ter you may come. You cannot come when
you are better, though it will make you
better. 1t is as a sinner you must come.
The apostle came as ¢ the chief of all sin-
ners.” Then “the world,” as he says, “is
crucified to me, and I to the world.” The
very nature which is connected with the
world is what ocecasioned Christ’s death,
therefore, when 1 glory in the cross, I am
crucified to the world.
NN

LAODICEA.

The expression, “the beginning of the
ereation of God,” as used by the Lord in ad-
dressing Laodicea, is very significant.
Everything had failed on earth, and, so to
speak, everything had ceased to be regarded
by God as a testimony for Him in its actual
state. All was a moral chaos in His sight.
Christ alone remained ; and, therefore, the
Spirit falls back on Him as the “ Beginning
of the creation of God”; the faithful and
true Witness, the only real and permanent
One, the Head of the mew creation; and,
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therefore, the One in whom alone there was
deliverance from chaos. In Col. 1., He is
called “the First born of every creature,”
which expresses His title and pre-eminence.
To Laodicea a like expression is made use of,
but it is more a presentation of Himself as
the last reserve, as men say. His own people
had failled to witness for God on the earth,
though thereby the Father would have been
glorified, and now things on earth were
about to be judged, and there still remained
the true Noah—“the beginning of the crea-
tion of God.” And though there had been
loss all the way down, there was recovery
in Him. All now reverts to Him; and any-
one who would escape the evil influences in
Laodicea must know themselves in spirit
connected with Him in this peculiar aspect ;
no where else was there recovery. Still
further, His counsel to them is to buy of Him
“ gold tried in the fire,” white raiment, eye-
salve. 1 think “gold tried in the fire” is
walking with Christ—to me to live is Christ
—through the difficulties, association with
Him in the trial ; the felt expression of His
grace in the soul assured to it while breast-
ing against the evil influences at work
around, No one who is acquiring *“ gold
tried 1n the tire,” who is really exereised in
the difficulties of the day, can have sympa- -
thy with the religious exultation of Laodicea.
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He finds his path daily more difficult and
narrow ; but, reverting to the faithful and
the true Witness, he obtains succour from
Him, and the empty profession of the day
has no interest or attraction for him.
Gold tried in the fire, — grace known
in trial, is the internal strength and power
to rise above the evil influences ; while the
white raiment is the manifested power and
walk of victory, and the eye-salve the word
of God. No one would anoint his eye with
eye-salve, unless he felt that he needed to
improve his sight; and this is what souls
must require, viz., the sense of how much
they need the counsel and succour of the
word toenable them tosee their way through
the present confusion. It is the only thing
for faith to cling to, and it is in dependence
on God’s word because it 2s God’s word, that
the soul isstrengthenedin God, and not mere-
ly from the blessings which flow from keep-
ing His word. The more the soul feels its
journey to be a journey of faith, the more
unceasingly will it seek the word as the
trellis-work on which its faith may climb.

The faithful adherence to God’s revelation
is the great necessity and the only bulwark
in the now existing state of things, when all
is verging on the Laodicean state. The in-
fluences which, without let or hindrance
will, when the Church is taken away, con-
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form nominal Christianity into Babylon, are
now in their elements working and seducing
the unstable and the wilful into the circling
power of that vortex. In proportion asman
attempts, through progress in science or
discovery, either to contravene or dispense
with the revelation, he is deluded by a false
flight ; but in proportion as I am guided by
the true light held in faith, shall T be in the
intelligence and power of that which will
openly certify God’s wisdom by-and-bye.

If I read Jude's epistle and the address to
the church of Laodicea together, I see two
evil influences at work, which must inevit-
ably ensnare any soul not elevated to a
sphere above them. The one is the improve-
ment of the world materially, the other the
extension of religion. Jude gives us the
former, the address to Laodicea the latter.
Under the head of material improvement I
1 class all advancement of man in any form
of developement. The strides which this
advancement has taken and is taking in the
present day are almost fabulous. An arti-
san now is more advanced in comfort and
information than was the highest peer two
centuries ago. Isit any wonder thata man
who has no region for practical citizenship,
beyond the present, should ke allured by an
improvement so flattering to himself?
Could Cain have believed in a curse while
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he sedulously gathered the fruits of the
earth? And he gathered them for God too.
Now this last, gathering the fruits of the
earth for God, reaches out into the other
influence set forth in Laodicea, by the ex-
tension of religion. Who by merely looking
at the world in its present state, with all its
advancementandreligious extension, its pro-
digious circulation of Bibles, &c., could be-
lieve that it had suffered anything by the
rejection of its true lLord? Let my eye,
even as a Christian, have no range but
earth, and I know not where my soul may
be carried. T see rationalists giving import-
anee to man’s mind above the word of God,
at least regarding the latter as only a by-
way help and not as a guide; and this contri-
butes to swell the sense of self-importance,
which the education of the present day
likes to produce, while the Popish element
affords to man the feeling of being religious,
which supplies all that is wanting for self-
satisfaction. I believe that nothing but the
heavenly portion of the Church, and prac-
tical association with her rejected Lord, now
the only “faithful and true Witness”
for od, can possibly preserve the saints of
God from these evil influences. It is true a
godly soul, who feels the entire corruption
of human nature, may be preserved in a
measure ; but it is wonderful how little the
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completeness of this corruption is believed
in, in practice or sentiment, when the soul
becomes occupied with ¢ts religiousness; and
if with the religiousness, it sees how much
man can effect, there will be no check to its
going in the way of Cain, Balaam and Core.
If T have a heavenly place, and find my ex-
istence above, I must necessarily be looking
for the Lord to come and emancipate me
bodily from the scene here. I cannot be
practically heavenly without looking for the
coming of the Lord ; for, as heavenly 1 feel
myself a stranger here, and there isno hope
of full release for me until He comes.

It is a solemn and humbling thought for
those who have, in these “last days,” been
led outside the camp, and who have been
entrusted with the trath which is alone ef-
fectual in delivering souls from the “ hour
of temptation,” which is to come on all the
“ habitable world,” and the elements of
which are evidently now at work. 1 believe
that all, whether young or old, who have
drawn back from the responsibility which
such truth claims from us, and have allowed
their eyes to rest on earth, have been en-
snared, possibly unknown to themselves,
by these evilinfluences. In such cases there
is, no doubt, where there is life, a relief for
the conscience in the Laodicean prosperity.
in which, while there is no testimony for
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God, salvation is, through mercy, granted to
some, though the whole system is to be
broken up and spued out of Christ’'s mouth
as a worthless and evil thing. It is most
important for us to understand our respons-
1bility as to our testimony for God; but to
retrograde is to take the direction of all th1€
vortex of evil and delusion.

ANAAAA
MEDITATIONS ON PROPHETIC POR-

TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

—

( Concluded from page 200 )

HEBREWS XII.

We will read to-day a part of the twelfth
chapter,and meditate on the two mounts and
the two shakings. Now in this very weighty
Scripture there are several contrasts.
There are two mounts, and two voices; and
there are two shakings, and the shakable
things and the immovable things. The first
thing we come to is the two mounts; one of
which is a symbol of the dispensation of law,
and the other of the dispensation of the
grace of God, which bringeth salvation.
When you look at the first of these, you see
that there is not a feature that gives it
character that is not against you. We
know that it was so in Exodus xix.; but the
Spirit rehearses it here in a very striking
form. There is a great propriety in God
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coming down fo earth to speak of law, and
speaking from hAeaven when He speaks of
grace. Because when He speaks of law He
speaks of ourselves, and He comes down to
our level to do it; but heaven is the birth-
place of grace, where was conceived the sal-
vation of God. So when He speaks of this,
He speaks of Himself, and therefore He
speaks from Heaven. |

To return to the first mount, all was
against man. Darkness and thunder and
earthquake are things that strike terror to
the heart of man. If so much as a beast
touched the mountain it was to be stoned
or thrust through with a dart: because all
creation was in the condemnation with man,
its head and representative. Now your title
and mine is to turn our back totally to that
hifl, and our face to the other hill,
and faith does not know how to take
up any other attitude. 1 do not say the
quickened soul is not often glancing back,
but faith turns its back to Sinai, and greed-
ily drinks in the light of Mount Zion,
whence was the voice that tells us about
God and not about ourselves.

Now when you turn to the second mount,
everything is for you. There is not a rum-
ble of thunder, or a fork of lightning.
From the top of the hill to the foot, there is
not one single thing that is not for you.
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Now we will inspect the material of the
second hill, and we shall discover that we
travel from the top of it to the foot: “Ye
are come,” &c. Now | read this beautiful
and wonderful description of our calling, as
though the Spirit were conducting us first
to the top of the hill and then down to the
foot. Supposing we look at it in inverse
order, which 1s often the Spirit's way.
When we look to the hill, the first thing we
see 1s the blood of the Lamb, speaking bet-
ter things than that of Abel. That is the
foundation of our calling and of all that is
immovable: all depends on the blood of
Christ, which achieved the victory that the
resurrection published. Whatever the ris-
en Lord touches He imparts infallibility,
immovableness to it—the priesthood, the
covenant, the kingdom, the throne. He
imparts the virtue of His own eternity to
them. So when we look at the mount, we
begin with the blood. The Lamb must
speak good and comforting things to me, a
sinner, before I can take a step in company
with God. Then we are introduced to
“Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant.”
The moment by blood T get, relief from my
sins, I am introduced to Jesus in another
character, as having undertaken the cause
of the one who has trusted in the blood.
Christ my saecrifice introduces me to Christ
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my Mediator in heaven. The third object is
“The spirits of just men made perfect,” or,
perfectly just men. When you got the
question of sin settled with God, and began
to look round about at the saints, how were
~ you introduced to them? Was it to their
circumstances in the flesh? I do not want
Christ to introduce me to & man’s beautiful
house, but to his spirit. He introduces me
to my brethren, and whether those spirits
be embodied or not, it is the same thing.
Then the next thing is “God the judge of
all.” There is a future thing, and is it for
you as well as everything else? Itis. Have
you an interest in the day of the manifesta-
tion of all things? If you are hiding any
naughtiness it will come out in that day,
but if you are passing by slights and
neglects, and saying Christ will settle it all,
that is having an interest in that day. Are
we conscious that we are carrying ourselves
in such a way that we can welcome the day
of manifestation ? Then God, the judge of
all, is just as much for you as the blood of
Christ.

Then, still going upward, we reach “The
Church of the firstborn, which are written
in heaven.” This is the Church glorified.
We are introduced to one another now
in spirit. Then it will be in glory. Then the
general assembly—the innumerable com-

pany of angels-—lies next door to you, as we
find in Revelation. The exultation of the
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angels followed in the track of the harpings

of the Church. There they are—their min-
istering service is over, and they constellate
themselves into the general assembly.
When we get there, we are in the presence
‘of “the city of the living God.” There you
see 18 a gr&phlc, vivid picture of our calling
in graceandinglory . . . Weonly want

a spiritual eye to gaze upon it, and as we
gaze to bless Him who has given such a cal-
ling to the poor sinner who sees his sins laid
on Jesus.

We are introduced now to the two shalk-
ings, and they are connected with the two
voices. The first mountain itself i1s a
symbol of the dispensationof law. The voice
of shaking symbolises the result of the dis-
pensation ; which is judgment on the breach
of law. God knew from the beginning
what the result of testing would be, there-
fore shaking accompanied the delivery of
the law.

The other mount is accompanied by a
voice which speaks from heaven. That
voice says, Take care: everything on the
mount is for you, but take care that you do
not refuse it, for the result of such a refusal
will be more terrible than the result of the
breach of the law,

The voice of the second mount is this: If
you refuse the dispensation of grace, there
will be a more terrible shaking than that

‘which waited on the breaking of the law.
All Seripture bears witness to this second
shaking. It will effect everything that is
made. Tt will shake the whole creation out
of the creation of God, and leave mnothing
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but that which has connection with Christ.
Isaiah ii., gives you a terrible account of it ;
Isaiah xiil., gives a similar account ; Joel ii.,
and H(ngm ii., give it to you; the Lord tells
you of 1t in Matt. xxiv.; here it is comment-
ed on ; and the Apocalypse, in one part of
it, 18 the story of God arising to shake ter-
ribly the earth. And this terrible process
Wlll he *just at the close ot the present
earth’s history, the close of man’s world and
the introduction ot Christ’s world. We can
easily see why it is more terrible than Mount
Sinai. That said, If you do not fulfill the
demands of God you are treated as a leper
and put out of His presence. But if the
Lord has come down to give salvation for
the mere receiving of it, and I refuse it,
God will arise to shake far more terribly
the earth. The judgment that rests on
Christendom will be a consuming fire. The
God of this dispensation, the (:od who has
arisen in the riches of His grace to bring
home His banished one, that very God will
be a consuming fire. DBut, in contrast with
all this, we get an immovable kingdom,
and on the title of that immovable limgdom
the blessed Lord Jesus will take His way in-
to the world to come.

The Lord keep us in the thoughts of these
thmg%, and let us ask ourbelves, with what
is our heart forming its daily associations?
The thmgs to be shaken, or the things to
vemain ? The things in man’s world, or the
promises and expectations ot Christ’s world ?
The Lord give us to trust in the simplicity
of His grace, and to walk in the power of
the calling. Amen,
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COMING !

Thou art coming, Lord and Master!
Y es, th last .
Storm and shipwreck and disaster,
Wave and bl(mst,
Seas of anger -
Babel’s cldngot
Shall be past.

Thou art coming, blessed Saviour !
Matchless love,
Measured not by our behaviour,
Strong will prove,
Till Thou gather
To our Father,

Us above.

Thou art coming, Strong Delivrer!
Changeless Friend !
All who trust Thy love are ever
By Thy hand—
Held securely,
Shelter’d surely
To the end.

Thou art coming, Star of Morning,
For Thy Bride;
Faithful! from afar returning,
True and tried:
Who to save her,
And to have her,
Bled and died.

Thou art coming, Shepherd! Ever
Good and Great.

None from Thee Thy sheep can sever,
But ’tis late!
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And all shatterd,
Torn and scatter’d
Still we wait.
Thou art coming, Mighty JESUS'!
Then shall be
Death’s hold plunder’d to release us,
| Jubilee !
In the power
Of that hour—
Victory !
NSNS N

« MY LORD DELAYETH HIS COMING.”

(Luke xcii. 31-48.)

Nothing can be more solemn, beloved
friends, than the Lord’s testimony here to
His disciples (and it applies to us). 1If I look
for the will of God being carried out any-
where, I must go, of course, where Christi-
anity 1s. They are those who will be
“beaten with many stripes;” that is, the
professing church—Christendom, if you
will.

The warning is not against saying that
Christ will not cone (every one says that
He will but the infidel) but against saying,
the Lord delays His coming. Now I desire
to speak a little of the condition of soul of
one who is manifestly waiting for Him, as
to whether it characterises those who read
this ; whether, if He come at midnight, or
in the cock-crowing, or in the morning, He
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would find us watching ; and 1 speak of it,
not as an interesting topic, which those
who have studied much perhaps may
receive some light about, but as a subject
for our hearts.

Christ 1s waiting, and, so far as His people
are right here, they are waiting. He is not
sitting on [f{is throne yet. The blessed
work of Jesus on the cross being done, He
sits at the right hand of God, on His
Father’s throne, until His enemies are made
His footstool. From thence He sent the
Holy Ghost down to fill our hearts, and
make us abound in hope whilst waiting for
Him. He is sitting down (He has no more
to do as to His atoning work) and He has
sent the Holy Ghost to gather out His joint
heirs to wait here, or to wait there—which
1s better, of course.

Christ has appeared and brought salva-
tiori ; but. beloved friends, we cannot have
too fast hold of the fact that the heart and
intention of Chyrist is not merely to clear us
from judgment, but to have us with Himself,
and that is what He is waiting for. I speak
of this hope now, not as a little Christian
knowledge, but as the only and proper hope
of the church.

Now, for mstance, when the Lord was
comforting His disciples when He was going
away, what did He say to them ?>—*1 will
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come again, and receive you unto myself.”
And He shows what will be their hope
meanwhile; mnot the knowledge of the
Father, nor the coming of the Holy Ghost,
but the coming of Himself. What is it that
the angels say in the first chapter of Acts?
“ This same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
And so we should find in every respect that
what God has set before us in His word all
sinks down wheu this hope is lost. It is
this hope which characterises the church,
in the mind of Christ and in Seripture, and
the Lord is now awaking and calling us
back to this expectation. Paul tells us, in
Phil. iii., that < our citizenship is in heaven,
from whence also we look for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 find that as char-
acteristic of the Christian. It is not to
doubt the fact of our dying and departing
to be with Christ, precious as it is and use-
ful as it is for us to think of it, but this is
His coming to take us to Himself.

There are nothing but troubles here for
us in the world. We belong to it until we
are converted, and then it belongs to us:
“ Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or
the world, or life, or death, or things present,
or things to come; all are yours "—even the
trials through which we pass. The poor
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-.J-J:)

thief says, “ Lord, remember me when thou
comest in thy kingdom.” How little they
thought, when they sent the soldiers to
break his knees, that they were sending
him off to heaven.

Another point—if the s 1i11t dies, he i1s just
“absent from the body and present with
the Lord.” But we are to be “ conformed to
the ‘mage of his Son” (Rom. viii. 29). Now
I do not want to be conformed to Christ in
the grave. The poor thief was, of course;
he saw corruption. Of course Christ did not
“gee corruption.” But we are not to be
conformed to him in the grave, but in the
glory. That is the full, blessed result of the
hope that is before us—to be with Christ
and lthke Christ. The reason why I have
found the Lord’s coming so precious is that
it brings so definitely the Lord Himself be-
fore me. He is coming to take me; it is not
that I am going to be happy in heaven, but
that Christ Himself is coming to fetch me.

Now it is delaying the Lord’s coming that
brings such deadness into the church. Take
the first chapter of 1st Thessalonians: you
will see 1t is the Lord s coming which gives
the character to the people. What were
they converted for? ‘To serve the living
and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven.” Here were a number of people
who had turned away from all their idols to
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serve the only true God, instead of all the
gods they had before; and Paul says to
them, ‘I am looking for the Lord to come,
and then vou will be my joy and c¢rown ’ (see
chap. ii. 19). Then, if you look at holiness,
it is “ That he may stablish your hearts un-
blamable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Then in the fourth chapter he
gives full expression to it, and in the second
Epistle you find the coming of the Lord with
respect to judgment. It was the object that
was  perpetually before them, as that
which formed and fixed their character.

If you take the virgins (Matt. xxv.):—
They went forth to meet the Bridegroom.
Well, the Bridegroom tarried; He delayed
His coming (we know He fhas t(u‘rled) ; and
they all slumbered and slept. People say,
“Why did not all these 000(1 and holy people
find it out long since: » Why? Because
they all slept! They had all gone out to
meet the Bridegroom ; but, as people say, it
is not very comtfor tdble to bivouac out, and
so they all turned in somewhere—turned in-
to the world, in fact: and there they all
slumbered towether for people can very
well sleep togethel But at midnight the
cry was made : and then, when they began
to awake, they found they had not all got
oil ; and the (,{fe('t of the ery was to bepcwdte
the professors from the true ones. The pro-
fessors go to buy, and whilst they are gone
the Bridegroom comes, and those that are
ready go in with Him to the wedding.

You will see that you never find the Lord’s
coming delayed beyond the life of the
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people to whom it was being written of, and
you find the same thought in the Lord’s
teachings on the subject. "What T mean is
this—we know the servants who received
the talents are the same ones who are
judged for their use of them; and it is the
same virgins who went to sleep that wake
up again. We find in Revelation ii., and iii.,
the history of the whole time of Christen-
dom. Is Hegoing to make along tale of it ?
No. He takes seven churches then existing
to tell it all out. ;‘30 there is no excuse for a
single soul to say, *“ He delays His coming.’
It is a present thing. As James says, “The
Judge stands before the door.”

But the hope of the coming of the Lord
has been lost, and the church has gone quite
into the world. Do not you think that, if it
were believed in the place in which. you are
living that the Lord was coming, it would
not alter every detail of people’s lives?
Paul says, that after his decease there would
be a complete turning aside ; men speaking
perverse things, and drawing disciples after
them. And then in the midst of this dark-
ness there is to be the cry at midnight.
How can I resist such a testimony?

People say, Well, though 1 am occupied
with what is here, my hea,rt is not in it, soit
1s not my treasure. They always say,
Where my heart is, there is my treasure.
Now, that is not at all what the Lord says.
He says, “ Where your treasure is, there will
your heart be.” If you have a great treas-
ure in heaven, you may be sure your heart
will be there. It is no use talking: an un-
converted man knows very well that if he
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were looking for Christ it would alter all
his life—converted people too. Do not you
believe that it would separate professors off
in a very short time, if we were all walking
like men who are waiting for their Lord?
It is the delay between the c¢ry and the com-
ing that separates them off. And they were
to have the character, and tone, and ways of
men that were waiting : and these were to
be “blessed "~ blessed.

You find two parables (Matt. xxv.) that
treat this quite in a different way--the Vir-
gins and the Talents : one, the state of affec-
tions ; the other, the activities of service.
Any one can understand this. The Lord
gives us Himself the character that He
looks for and likes. We are to be watching.
He says, You must be all alive! You must
have yoar loins girded! You must be
watching while I am away, and when 1 do
come, then [ will have things my own way.
I will make those watching servants sit
down to meat, and I will serve them. The
Lord has made Himself a servant for ever.
When a mother is nursing her sick son, her
delight will be to do all sorts of unpleasant,
disagreeable things for him sooner than let
anyone else do them, because it is love that
makes her.

When He made Himself a servant, He
came down todoit. Well, His coming down
was glory. But we should have all said—
naturally, when He was going away, Well,
there is an end of service now ; He is going
to glory. No! When He is going out of the
world He says, as it were, Do you think I
am going to leave off serving you? Not at
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all! 1 am not going to give you up, it I can-
not stay down here to have a part with
you ; you must have a part with me where
I am going, and so I must wash your feet.
This was not blood; this was water. A
soul, though renlly born again, wants to be
kept (,ledn by the way.. When He goes
away into glory He becomes the Advocate,
as it 1s expressed, If one of His people sin.
He sets about to restore him. We do want
our feet washed with water. * Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may «ift you as
wheat ; but I have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not.”  Peter has learned his own
weakness, and the Lord has prayed for him.
That is what He was going to doin heaven.
He says, when I have things in my way 1
shall not expect you to serve me any longer ;
I shall come out and serve you then. And
that 1s what was meant figuratively, when
in Ex. xxi., He said, “I love my wife and [
love my children ; I will not go out free.”
He had served perfectly down here, and
then He says, 1 love them righton to the
end; He girds Himself and becomes a serv-
ant for ever. It is His glory, really, but it
1s put as a figure in that way. He is Him-
self the lovmg, blessed Minister of all the
happiness thatis in heaven. What hearts
we have, compared to the love that Christ
has tous! The consciousness of our wretch-
edness makes it hard for us to believe that
it can be Christ’s delight to serve us for
ever! But, as I have otten sald, love de-
lights to serve, selfishness to be served.
Christ delights to show us that “ God is love.”
If I want to know what the Father is, the
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answer is “ Have I been so long time with
you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen
the IFather.” "It is the Son coming and
bringing perfect, blessed, divine love to our
hearts, that we may be done with ourselves
and know God! 1t 18 a great thing when
we can say, “ We have known God, or,
ather, are known of Him.” As I have often
said to infidels, Though I am a poor creature,
yet 1 know God. 1T have met Him, and
found Him all love, and I know Him a
great deal better than I know myself. Tam
never sure of myself, such a poor creature
as this. Though I love your souls to-day,
to-morrow I may not care a bit about them.
Who put it into God’s heart to love the
world ? There are two kinds of affection in
the world, love up, and love down. Of
course God’s love is love down. If I love a
noble thing it has a noble affection; if I
love God, so far as it goes, it is a perfect af-
fection. I learn what is good in loving
Him. |

It is His delight and joy to minister to
our necessities. I will take a very common
illustration known to you all, in Luke xv.
Who was happy in finding the sheep ? Was
1t the sheep or was it the G,hepherd 2 Of
course it was a good thing for the sheep.
And who was happy that the piece of
money was found? Was it the piece of
money or the woman who found 1it? And
when the prodigal son came back to his
Father, who wasthe happy one--the Father
or the prodigal? Of course it was a good
thing for the prodigal to have the calf in-
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stead of the husks, but the happiness is de-
scribed as being the Father's.

Peter says to Him, “ Lord, speakest thou
this parable unto us, or even to all?” 1
have had a man watching, and now I {ind a
man serving, giving a portion of meat in
due season. The one has the affections go-
ing out to Him; the other is serving: it
may be the dpostle, or it may be the smal-
lest work of any Christian now-—it may be
even the giving of a cup of cold water. It
is to be *“ holy, without blame before him in
love,” always before God: that is what
Christ was. Oh! you say, fle was God!
Well, and V()u’ You are in Him. Now I
am an heir-—I am a child in the house, and
if T am a son, I am an heir. Of course the
greatest blessing is to be an heir, and in
heaven it will be all positive enjoyment. If
I have a right Christian heart, what will be
my next joy to seeing Himself? 1t will be
to see you all like Him. My next joy to
seeing Christ Himself will be the seeing
that He has the travail of His soul and is
satistied ; not His own personal glory that
He had before the foundation of the world,
but the seeing every one of us—what a
thought | not one single saint but will sat-
isfy the heart of Christ!

Now, beloved friends, let me ask, does all
this awaken desires in your hearts? Or,
are you still under the power of the world,
and saying (not openly, perhaps, but tn yousr-
heart), My Lord delays His coming? 1 do
not doubt a moment that that coming is
hastening on. What a comfort it is to have
one single object before you: to have your
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eyes looking right on, and your eyelids
straight before you! There is this king-
dom that cannot be moved, and there is
the promise that everything shall be shaken.
I find that word, “ Yet once more,” because
the things that are shaken are what cannot
stand God’s presence. Now, have you what
cannot be moved? Has Christ such hold on
your heart that you ean say, Let everything
else go, I have got Christ? Have you first,
simple, full, distine t, clear persuasion
faith that the first coming of Christ has
wrought perfect, full salvation for you ?
And, that being settled, have you care
enough for Him to wish for His coming
again? If I were to hear that a great Rus-
sian prince was coming here, do you think
T would trouble myself “about it? But sup-
posing I knew that my mother was coming
—why, I would go down to the pier at once
to meet her. |

The heart must be set upon Christ Him-
self, and then the longing of the Spirit and
of the Bride says, “ Come.” What kind of a
bride would that be who did sot look for
the bridegroom’s coming ? If your heart is
not properly fixed, looking for the Bride-
groom, your heart is not rlght with Christ.
Lt is not merely a feeling, it is the Spirit who
is down here: it is “the Spirit and the
Bride say, Come; and let hlm that heareth
say, Come; and let him that is athirst
come; and whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.” Christ is the first
object ; then the saints who have the
desire a,wakened then it goes out to all the
world.
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Now, can your hearts say, Come? May
our hearts be so set upon Him, that we may
be amongst those to whom the Lord, when
He comes, will bring the blessing promised

. ”
to those who are found “ watching.

SN S
THE CHARACTER AND ATTITUDE
OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE
WORD OF THE LORD.

( Zechariah xi. 11.)

It is with the wmoral teaching of this
passage rather than with its d1spel’13dtlondl
and primary application, I am now dealing.
With regard to the latter, it may be well to
say that the subject ev 1dently is the history
of Israel in connection with Christ. Je-
hovah takes u»n the case of His desolate
people and flock. There was no compassion
in their own shepherds towards them : it is
very blessed to see that, while the nation is
handed over to reap the fruit of its own
ways and sins, Jehovah, in the infinite com-
passion of His heart, cares for the poor and
and oppressed of His people; but the nation
as such are left to themselves. Then it is
we find that the poor of the flock are they
who recognize the fulfilinent of the prophetic
word in those ways of Jehovah., So much
for the literal application of the passage.

Now the moral bearing of this is of the
deepest moment for our souls in these days,
for there are now morally, as then in the
history of lIsrael, “the poor of the flock.”
How l'lessed to think of this divine charae-
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teristic! 1t carries one’s thoughts at once
to Matthew v.: the very first mmk of that
which meets the mind of God in a world
where all has departed from Him, is pov-
erty of spirit—that which is in no sense in-
digenous to man or the earth ; that which
s0 far from being promoted, is suppressed
and hindered by all that obtains amongst
men and in the age. Poverty of spirit is
only found in those who are broken, those
who are down in the dust before the Lord,
as their rightful place. Alas! how little of
it is to be seen, how much of the opposite;
self-exaltation and self-assertion, a deter-
mination to maintain self at all costs ; low-
liness of mind and humility of mind, are
not virtues of the present moment or age :
on the contrary, high-mindedness and pride,
alas ! prevail to a sad extent. How blessed
to dwell upon that which is kindred to the
thoughts of God, that which ke takes pleas-
ure in, and that which has ever met His
mind from the very first. But further, this
spirit has, as it were, its own smlounduws
and atmosphere; 1t grows and flourishes
far away from that which isfound amongst
men. It is impossible to maintain poverty
of spirit if men and the world are mingled
with. “ All that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride
of life, 1s not of the Father, but of the
world "—these are the principles and objects
governing in fthe world, and none else
beside. It 1s a solemn question for con-
science and heart, how far apart from such
a sphere do we walk ? May the Lord exer-
cise each of us before Hlmself as to this.
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But not only do we find here “ the poor of
the flock,” but we also find their attrtude—
“ that warted upon me.” 'This is ever the at-
titude of the soul where poverty of spirit is
the characteristic; contiding dependence
and expectation mark them au all times,
whether the remnant in Israel, or the few
who to-day in loyalty of heart cleave to the
Lord : hated, reviled, slandered, and despis-
ed, they have ever been, and will be, yet He
knows them as trusting in Himself and
waiting on Him.

But not only is there in this attitude a
very marked dependence on, and expecta-
tion from, the Lord Himself, but there is an
active exercise of heart implied in the
words “warted wpon me.” IHow unlike the
busy restlessness of the moment we are in,
and the scene we are passing through! The
moral greatness of one who waits on God
blmply 18 beyond all admiration! How
blessed to be brought to this simply, so as to
say, “thou art the God of my salvation; on
thee do I wait all the day :” or again, “ this
is our God, we have waited for him;” or
again, “ yea, in the way of thy judgments, O
Liord, have we waited for theo”

1t was this which marked the Lord Jesus
in 2ll His blessed perfection as a man on
earth : how blessed to hear Him say, as in
Psalm x1. 1—-He takes the place of patience
without failure —1 waited patiently for Je-
hovah.” Tt is exactly opposite to what man
1s as man, with his will and all that belongs
to it. Observe it is “for Jehovah” that is,
until He came 1in: His own will never
moved; Christ would have no other deliver-
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ance than Jehovah’s. That which was
found in the blessed One in His own perfec-
tions is by grace wrought in the poor of the
flock, and in feebleness and imperfection
still is exhibited in some small measure by
them. Oh, may it be ours more and more
to be known simply as a poor andan afflicted
people who wait on the Lord and trust in
Nim! Then, lastly, observe how the .ord
says, “the poor of the flock that waited up-
on me, knew that it was the word of the
Lord.” This shows very blessedly the con-
nection between the state of soul according
to God, and the discernment of His mind
through His word : and may we not ask is
it not ever so? The wise and prudent on
the one hand and the unseparated on the
other, never discern His will; it is Aidden
from the former (very solemn reflection
this); it is revealed to babes. As to the
other c¢lass, those not separated and consec-

ated to God, it is written, “the knowledge
of the holy is understanding ; and further,
“do not drink wine nor strong drink . .
when ye go into the tabernacle of the cong-
regation . . . that ye may put differ-
ence between holy and unholy, and between
unclean and clean” (Lev. x. 9, 10).

May the Lord apply His own word to all
that needs its piercing light at this moment,
so that there may be, by its divine action,
formed in our souls that e 1p(101ty and ability
of His Spirit, to know what is the worad ol
the Lor'd n lts application to all the difficul-
ties and exercises of the way at this present
moment.
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