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dhr Bememhranwr.

\VHITER THAI\ SN()W
([1(4) ('3,7; 14.)

To heart and soul how sweet Thou art,
O great High Priest of God !

My heart brought nigh to God’s own heart
By Thy most precious blood.

No more my countless sins shall rise
To fill me with dismay—-

That precious blood before His eyes
Hath put them all away.

My soul draws near with trust secure,
With boldness glad and free ;

What matters it that [ am poor,
For I am rich in Thee.

Forgotten every stain and spot,
Their mem’ry past and gone,

For me, O God, Thou seest not,
Thou ].0()kebt on Thy Son.

Js all a dream ? Thou canst not he,
Thy Spirit and Thy blood
Proclaim, to sinners such as 1,

The boundless love of God.

They tell Thy love, so deep, so free,
’Fh ey tell thc Father's heart—
Not what T am, or I must be,
They tell me what Thou art,

Come, weary sinners, great and small,
I‘he open door stands wide,
Thy blessed heart that welcomes all,

O Lamb of God, who died.
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JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YESTER-
DAY, AND TO-DAY AND FOREVER.

FAlTH counts upon the end from the begin-

ning, as our hymn has it -
*The guilt of twice ten thousand sius
Once moment takes away
And grace, when first the war begins,
Secures the crowning day.”

This calculation upon the end at the begon-
nweng is found in Moses’ song.  (See Exodus
xv. 17-19). 1t is a fine exercise of the soul.
Faith knows what the end wust be from
what the beginning hAas been. The whole
journey, as we know, is finely pictured in
Israel from Egypt to Canaan, or from HExo-
dus xii. to Joshua iv. 1t begins with the set-
tlement, the tull and perfect settlement, of
the greatest question of all--the question of
our relationship with God. In Exodus xii.,
that is the matter. It was no time of con-
flict as between Israel and Egypt, but as be-
tween the judgment of God and Israel found
in the place of judgment. It was like the
question between (xod and our souls, and the
blood on the door-post settled it, and settled
it for ever :

“ The guilt of twice ten thousand sins
One moment takes away.”

The destroying angel is turned aside by the

blood on the door of that house, where most
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surely he would have entered, carrying
death with him, but for the blood. That
blood was God’s provision for settling mat-
ters between Himself and Israel in the
doomed land of Egypt. It effectually blunt-
ed the sting or power of death, and it did it
all alone, in great ease and simplicity. No-
thing else could have done anything at such
a moment ; but that blood alone did every-
thing that such a moment needed—a moment.
that was to decide whether Israel was to live
or die, to be saved or to perish.

In such a character Israel starts for the
journey. The greatest of all questions was
settled-—--their relationshep to God : and this
being so,they begin, as it were,to live ; so that
the very month in which all this took place
was to be to them the beginning of months.
And well is it when the soul owns that thes
is the first great principal guestion-—that
others, be they what they may, are but, can
be but, second to this—“ Have I found it be-
tween God and my soul ?” This great ques-
tion having been settled with God, lsrael
moves onward., Soon they find themselves at
their wit's end ; the strength of Pharoah is
behind them, and the Red Sea in front, and
it seems as that it was only a choice of
deaths—the slaughter or the flood. But He
who was in Egypt with them yesterday is
to-day with them on the road out of it. The
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pillar can do its business as effectually as the
blood. Tt may be, and it is, a different busi-
ness, but it is disposed of with equal ease.
The blood is not in use now ; but the pillar
serves, because the blood had already served :
the pillar defends, because the blood had al-
ready redeemed. Simple and precious, the
blood, as 1T may say, pledges the pillar—
plo(lnea all that Israel may need ; for

*Girace, when once the war b(';,ms
Secures the crowning day.”

Accordingly the pillar comes between the
two camps. It 1s darkness to the one and
light to the other, so that Hgypt does not
touch Israel: and the host of Israel go on
and through the sea, when the host of Egvypt,
i all its strength and flower, perish in it.

Thus is the journey begun. It was as
blood-bought people who were taking it, and
it is now seen that such a people shall be a
defended and a conquering people. The blood
pledged the pillar. The song declares this.
There had been no song till now. Fitly so.
The hour ot redemption from the judgment
of the Lord had been enjoyed in silence, this
hour of deliverance from Hgypt was cele-
brated in a song. The silence may have been
of a deeper tone than even the song, but it

as also a fitter expression of the joy of the
moment. Israel enjoyed the thought of the
blood that was redeeming them from the
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righteous judgment of God by feeding on the
paschal lamb, and all in silence: they now
enjoyed the sight of the vanquished enemy
in the lifting up of their voice in a shout of
praise. Thesge distinctions are full of beauty.
The silence of the paschal hour was of a
deeper character. but it was fitting that it
should not have been after the manner of
the fervent triumphant hymn of the Red Sea.

Redeemed from judgment, and conguerors
of the enemy that would have overwhelmed
them, Israel proceed on their way. And a
chequered scene they pass through! Neces-
sities call for supplies, and infirmities and
trespasses mneed healing and forgiveness.
The Lord is present : He proves Iis resources
and His grace. He feeds, He disciplines, He
rebukes, and yet pardons. And be the de-
mands on Himm what they may, or be they
repeated as they may, He never leaves them.
If Tsrael brings a pilgrimage of forty years
upon themselves, the Lord will be in the wil-
derness with them for forty vears. As God
over all, blessed for ever, He 1s seated be-
tween the cherubim, in the sanctuary, the
Lord or the glory of the very holy of holies;
but the same glory abides as continually in
the ¢loud outside. The God of the camp is
the Guide and Companion of the camp ; and
though He may be grieved, and have to ex-
press His displeasure, He never leaves them.
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His arm 1s not shortened, nor is His ear
heavy.

- Say, is Israel a happy people still ?  Is Is-

rael a less happy people than at the begin-

ning, when in Egypt they dwelt under the

covert of the blood? Circumstances have

changed, but God has not. They are in the

very heart of the wilderness—it is wilderness

all around them ; while in Egypt it was only
the wilderness before them. But are they a

less happy people now than then? Can any

argument be drawn from the pillar to prove

this? They have been made to know trial

and need, and weariness and enemies; and,

through the betraying of their foolishness

again and again, the rod and the discipline.

But are they less happy than they were?

Have they any reason to be so? Are they
more straitened im (God now than then ? Is

the pillar the witness of another than the

blood or the song had given them ?

No, beloved, this is not so. They are not
straitened in God. And if they loved Him,
the movement of the pillar would be as wel-
come as the hour of the song. The very wil-
derness, in all its circumstances, is given to
them to this end—to prove whether they
would indeed obey the Lord, and thus to
know what was in their hearts towards Him
(Deut. viii. 2). Was such an opportunity un-
grateful or unwelcome to them? Would it
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be to us at this day, if indeed we loved a per-
son? Should we resent some call to serve,
some occasion to give proof that we had him
in our heart, that there was something there
for him ? We know we should not. We know
that we should rather give place to such op-
portunities, if tndeed we loved him. And the
wilderness to Israel was all that, and life to
the saints in this world is all that. Asfar as
we are “lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God,” we shall be uneasy and fretted, and
impatient and disappointed ; but as far as we
love, anxious to prove that our hearts are
with Christ, these times of journeying,
through abounding and through need,
through good report and through evil report,
through humblings and changes, through
weariness or solitude, will not be resented.
In themselves they are not joyous. Nothing
can make them in themselves other than
they are-—grievous. But the pillar tells us of
the presence of a glorious Friend, who con-
descends to be our Companion from first to
last, though the way always witness our ex-
ile, and at times our shame and weakness.
It is a happy people we are to be all along
the road. The blood, the song, the pillar are
only different tokens of the very same Jesus
in whom we are never straitened. Just at
the end of the way there was a confederacy
on the heights of Peor against Israel, as just

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

8

at the beginning there was a confederacy on
the borders of the land at the Red Sea. The
Lord has a great occasion to prove Himself
the very same to Israel after forty years’
sore trial with them as He had been at the
outset. And so He does. However we may
entertain such opportunities, we may say He
welcomes them to prove what He is in His
heart towards us.

- He meets Balaam and Balak, and all their
attempts-~ their altars and their enchant-
ments on the heights of Baal and of Peor—
all alone. Israel is stretched out in the val-
leys beneath, their very rest there not being
allowed to be disturbed by even a report of
what was going on—a moment, as it was in
one sense, full of imminent peril to them.
The Lord meets the confederates all alone.
As in the day of Pharoah and the sea, Israel
had not to raise a hand or strike a blow, and
all the tokens of the liars are frustrated.
There is no enchantment against Israel. The
Lord lets the Moabite and the Ammonite
know this, and Israel may sleep on and take
their rest when the question is raised. Can
anything erase them from the palms of the
hands of the Lord? When the occasion is
set far the proving whether indeed He still
had them in His heart, all the attempts and
powers of darkness shall learn the secrets of
that bosom. If we did but value what we
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have in Him ; if we but estimated our condi-
tion in relation to the Lord, and not in rela-
tion to circumstances, all would be joy in the
spirit. It is there we fail. We love circum-
stances, and not the divine favour. We live
in the power of circumstances, and not in
the light of the Lord’s countenance. And
we are dull and low and half-hearted. That
1s the secret of our bosoms, though we know
the secret of His. Were 1t not so with us,
the journeys under the cloud, chequered as
they are, would find us as happy a people as’
the hour of the song had witnessed. Itis one
Jesus throughout, whether it be the day of*
the blood, the song, or of the pillar—one and
the same Jesus, who was here with us amid’
the circumstances of human life, died for us'
on the cursed tree, now lives in heaven for
us, and will give us His unchanged Self m
glory for ever. o

But further—for there is a stage beyond
the heights of Peor in the journey of Israel,
there is the passage of the Jordan—the mo-
ment when for ever the wilderness is to be
put behind the back of Israel, as there had
been in Egypt the hour when the wilderness:
was all before them, and, after they crossed
the sea, the times and the seasons when the
wilderness was all around them. And
now ‘it is not the blood, or the song, or
the pillar, but the ark, and the feet of
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the priests. New ocecasions bring out new
agencies. Other necessities display other re-
sources, but the same Lord ; different admin-
1strations, but the same Jesus. The arm is
not shortened, and the help of Israel for the
Jordan 1s as perfect as was the help at the
Red Sea. Not a wave of the swellings and
overflowings of the river touch the sole of
the foot of the feeblest or most distant of all
the tribes. The waters are again a wall on
the right hand and on the left. Theark sta-
tions itself in the very midst of the river, and
there it stands till «ll had gone clean over.
Its presence more than encourages them,
when nature might have sunk and had a
thousand misgivings. Would not the river
from above assert its rights, and claim its
possession of a thousand years? Would not
the source of that river foree its title on the
trespassers ? The calm and assured aspect of
the priests as they bore the ark, and stood
with it there in the very place of the river’s
height of pride and strength, gave all such
questionings their answer, and stilled every
misgiving. The people all passed over dry-
shod ; the ark gave them its presence till all
was done. The waters would have been first
overwhelming the ark, had they been able
to touch even a sole of the foot of the feeblest
of the tribes. And all this crowning mercy

visits them without the Lord for a single
moment calling to their lemembl ance & sin-
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gle evil they had committed all their journey
thitherto. He gave them indeed liberally
and upbraided not. He sees no iniquity in
Jacob, no perversenessin Israel. Everything
that is done is done by an arm of conquering
strength, and by a heart of perfect, unup-
braiding love ; and Israel passes on to their
inheritance under the very same God of
grace by whom they had passed out from the
place of death and judgment. The earliest
pledge is redeemed at the latest moment ;

and the song, which in spirit we had at ﬁrs_-.t
1s sung again under a fresh breath in the
power of the truth of it—

* And grace, when once the w ar begins,
Secures the crowning day.”

In view of what we have been dwelling
upon, we may well take up the words of that
sweet little hymn, and sing—

“ How good is the GOD we adore,
Our faithful unchangeable friend :
Whose love is as great as His power,
And knows neither measure nor end!

'Tis JESUS, the First and the Last,
‘Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home ;
‘We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that’s to come.”
NSNS
FRAGMENT.—Israel in the wilderness had nothing to
do for food or raiment : the Lord provided. They had
no care as to their circumstances: the Lord called
them either to rest or motion. But they had activi-
ties of the sanctuary as much as faith pleased or as
conscience demanded, in worship, communion and
confession, through their different offerings. They had
the ordinances of holiness to practise, the future ways
of Canaan to learn, and all this and the like in great

variety., They begdn then' action by erectmg the
tabernacle,
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“THOU SHALT SURELY REJOICE.”

(Deut. xve. 1-17.)

These three great feasts of which we read
here were the feasts of gathering “in the
place which the Lord thy (rod shall choose to
place His name in.” All the males were to
2o up there; all the people were to be gath-
ered up round the Lord. There was the
Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the
Feast of Tabernacles, these three; and con-
nected with the Passover, though not exact-
ly the same thing, was the Feast of unleav-
ened bread. |

In Acts ii.,, we read: “ When the day of
Pentecost was fully come ;" and then follows.
the fulfilment—that of which this feast was
a type; but of the Feast of Tabernacles
there is no present acecomplishment. Tt is
after the harvest and after the vintage ; 1t is
the millenial time of rest after the diserim-
inating judgment of God has taken place,
and after the treading of the wine-press, His
complete vengeance on the adversaries. Then
this feast comes in ; it is the rest remaining
for God’s people. They dwelt in booths as a
sign that they had been strangers and pil-
grims-— that the Lord had brought them out
of Egypt. I just say this that we may see
the bearing of these feasts. With the first of
them we are all familiar—the Passover, the.
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death of Christ. And the unleavened bread
we get the apostle himself applying in Cor-
inthians : “ Let us keep the feast; not with
old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice
and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.” One other
point I would notice as to the Feast of Pen-
tecost, that we may apprehend it better, and
that is, that it was connected with “ the mor-
row after the sabbath.” 1t is outside the old
creation and all that has to do with it ; it has.
to do with Adam innocent no more than
with Adam guilty ; Satan’s power. and sin,
and death, and judgment, all that is past and
gone ; man, in the person of Christ, has got:
beyond it—it is identified with Him before
God in the new creation. That is Pentecost.
- “Seven days shalt thou eat unleavened
bread therewith, even the bread of affliction.”
Sometimes, I do not say always, we are apt
to remain in this feast of unleavened bread,
and not get on sufficiently to the others. It
1s all right, of course, that we should have to
do with it ; we must have holiness: “ Holi-
ness, without which no man shall see the
Lord,” “Thou camest forth out of the land of
Egypt in haste ;> Pharaoh, that is, the devil,
was behind them, and they were just escap-
ing from the judgment. It is just deliver-
ance. You get out of Egypt in haste; you
are obliged to put the dough on your shoul-
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der as fast as you can, that you may not be
caught by the judgment; and so you have
the seven days of unleavened bread. It is
deliverance, but it is oceupation with the
state in which you were when you were de-
livered, so it is “the bread of affliction.”
There must be holiness, or we cannot have
to say to God ; but we do not get fulness of
communion and blessing in it, and therefore
we read that as soon as they had eaten the
Passover, they were to turn in the morning
and go to their tents. -

But when you come to the day of Pente-
cost you get this: “Thou shalt keep the
feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God with a
tribute of a free-will offering of thine hand,
which thou shalt give according as the Lord
thy God hath blessed thee.” There is not a
bit of that in the Feast of unleavened bread.
There they had to escape, and that was all ;
but here I get the heart satisfied with the
Holy Ghost.. They had the fruits of the land
now ; they had that which they were brought
into, and not only that which they were
brought out of. Of course, that which they
were brought out of is not forgotten; we
shall not forget it in heaven ; it is the Lamb
slain that is the foundation of everything ;
but I have more than that here: I have the
free-will offering of thanksgiving and praise.
But even that is according to the measure in
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which the Lord our God has blessed us; and
in that “thou shalt rejoice before the Lord
thy. God.” And then we find the fulness of
grace : it is “ with thy son, and thy daughter,
and thy manservant, and thy maidservant.
and the Levite that is within thy gates, and
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the
widow, that are among you.” So I get here
these two things with joy: the free-will of-
fering to God, and thanksgiving and praise ;
and having these things in our hearts, we
have everything except the glory. We have:
life, we have righteousness, we have Christ
Himself ; we have all that the Father’s love:
and the Son's love can give us by the Holy
Ghost. 1 do not say we enjoy it all, but ev-
erything in that sense we have got into—we:
have actual possession of it all in heaven
“The love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given
unto us.” So the strangers, and the widows,.
and everything can rejoice. |

And then “ thou shalt remember that thou
wast a bondman in Egypt, and thou shalt
observe and do these statutes.” That is, there
must be present obedience, and the remem-
brance that we were bondmen, and then the
heart free for the things that are God's:
there is the enjoyment through the Holy
Ghost of the things that are freely given us.
of God: “Eye hath not seen, nor-ear heard.,
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neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by His Spirit ;” and “ where the
Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.” God’s
righteousness is settled, the conscience is
perfect, and we are in that place in spirit
where we can be occupied with God Himself,
and not merely with what He has given us.

After this comes the Feast of Tabernacies,
“after thou hast gathered in thy corn and
thy wine” after the judgment, as we have
seen. That is the reason that, where it is
spoken of in John wvii., the Lord says He
could not go up to that feast; it will be the
millennial glory,and He would not go to that.
But afterwards He goes up, “as it were in
secret,” and on the eighth day, “ that great
day of the feast,” He cries, “Hf any man
thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He
that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall low rivers of liv-
ing water.” He lets us into the new week of
heavenly glory, and in the Holy Ghost we
do realize it, though we are not in it yet.
- Another characteristic is that it is not
“according as” now, as it was in the Feast of
Pentecost, but it is “ because the Lord thy
God shall bless thee in all, ete., therefore
thou shalt surely rejoice.” It was all right
to come out and eat the Passover, and go to
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your tents in the morning, saying, what poor
wretched sinners you were; it is all right to
remember that all the days of your life—we
shall remember the Lamb slain in the glory
I have the sense that holiness must be, and
1 go with a personal, individual sense af it,
and sit in my tent to keep the feast of un-
leavened bread, and bless. God for having
delivered me from that in which I was. And
‘besides this I find that I have got into an en-
tirely new place—a place in which God has
made a habitation for Himself. I am risen;
I am in the new creation ; it is a new thing
‘altogether, and the old thing is all done with ;
and so I come with a free-will offering, and
I worship as I realize the coming down
from God of all the blessings that He has
given us in the Holy Ghost. Thus, in Pente-
cost, 1t is according to my spirituality that I
rejoice. 1t is not merely that 1 have been
delivered, but that God’s heart is to give me,
and God sees flowing out from me praise and
thanksgiving according to the spiritual state
of my soul.

But in heavenly places I go a little farther
and discover what I have in Christ; in Him
I find that <“all things” are mine, both
“things present” and “ things fo come,” and
there 1 can rejoice always—there 1 can
“csurely rejoice.” How could a person, if he
had not spiritual power, think of eternal
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praise ? Now it is according to the measure
of our spirituality, but then it will be because
He hath blessed us in all these things. God’s
heart satisfied with seeing us in the full
blessing of all He has brought us into;
Christ’s heart satisfied with seeing of the
travail of His soul ; the saint’s heart satisfied
with being fully like Him and with Him, and
He tully glorified. |

This is where God has set us ; and how far,
beloved friends, do your hearts go with it?
It will be surely the Lamb that was slain
there; but' in what measure does my soul
get hold of the second feast, and say, “ Ac-
cording as the Lord my God has blessed me ?”
And then how far can my soul, even now,
enter into all the blessing which God has
prepared for them that love Him, having no
present but what is future. We are strangers
and pilgrims here, but if we are right, our
conversation will be up there “ where Christ
sitteth.” God grant that it may be so in our

hearts.
NSNS

A FEW WORDS ON MODERN CRITI-
) CISM. |

In almost all the critical works of our
times, we find a deep-seated deadness of the
mind to the real essential charaecter of the
divine word ; a blindness which 1s incapable
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of seeing the spiritual and heavenly charac-
ter of Scripture. It is only by remembering
this sad fact. that one can comprehend how
it was possible for criticism to subject the text
to such cruel tortures : only thus one can ac-
count for the cool indifference with which
such indignities to God’s word are regarded,
even where they are not received. And this
disorder in spiritual things arises simply
from the fact, that the fundamental rela-
tions of the heart to God and divine things
are not right ; that there is wanting fear and
reverence before His majesty, not to speak
of confidence in His love; that light and
darkness are not really distinguished, and
carefully kept separate. (Isaiah Ixvi. 2Z;
see also chaps. v. 20, 21; 1. 10, 11). From
olden times it has been thought a heinous
crime to remove landmarks; but it is the
boast of our day to blot out the holiest of all

boundary-lines, that between truth and
error. Man —Satan—invents something in-
termediate, and is applauded for boldness
and originality of thought. He who
emancipates himselt from subjection of
the conscience to the word of God, is an
unbiblical critic. Let us not sever, on any
point, knowledge and the conscience ; let us
give way to no sophisms, however specious,
but adhere in questions of all kinds in
divine things to moral bearings and connec-
tions. This 1is, above all, an imperative
obligation in the case of those sacred writers
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whom (rod used as His penmen, to whom we
are indebted for all the revealed light we
possess, and of whom we find throughout,

that their sense of God’s suthority and truth
was strong and delicate in a most eminent
degree (1 Tim. ii. 7; John xix. 35; 2 Pet. 1.
lb) It is by no means narrow-minded to
proceed from such a starting point; it is in-
wardliberty from the thraldom of human wil-
fulness ; it is a sound principle which alone
leads us to a right, holy, and thorough under-
standing of the truth. Men have lost faith
in the supernatural, not because they have
gained, but chiefly because they have lost
knowledge of nature, no less than of what is
above nature. |

Modern theology deeply needs to be

reminded of that word, “ God made man up-
right ; but they have sought out many inven-
tions.” T know from my own experience, in
which I was not spared the passing through
the furnace of eriticism, that it is the simple
foundation truths, to Whl(,h our couscience
bears witness, that form the decisive and all-
pervading element, and that they are able
to refute the dazzling deductions of a science
(falsely so called), which refuses to place
itself in ‘the light of God's all-righteous
countenance. In a time like ours, when the
vospel, not only in its links with the myster-
1es of Christ, but even 1n its most simple and
essential elements, is foolishness to the
Greeks, yea, to the noblest among them, it is
of paramount importance to be faithful to

these first principles, which, however insig-
nificant they may appear, are the foundation
of all the rest. --
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IS THERE EVER A TIME WHEN PAULS
DOCTRINE IS OF NO PRAC-
TICAL VALUE?

(Col. 4. ; 2 Tim. iii.)

The truths unfolded and warnings given
in the Epistles of Paul, invaluable at all
times, are of incalculable value at a day like
the present. The seeds and first symptoms
of all that which is now seen in well-devel-
oped character around us had their existence
thus early in the history of the Church ; and
divine wisdom, foreseeing the results of them
all, has not only foreseen but provided for
the difficulties and exigencies of such an evil
day. This is one of the blessed characters of
the ever-living word of God. It proves, as
the difficulties arise and complicate them-
selves, how matchlessly full of divine and
unerring wisdom it is. One is not surprised
at anything that has arisen. Scripture has
prepared us to expect that the evils would
arise and the truth would be surrendered,
and falsehood glossed over with an appear-
ance of the truth, as we painfully discover
around us. Still the unerring and unfailing
manner in which it meets, and guides, and
directs, the Christian who is subject to it, in
every difficulty of his path, in a labyrinth of
evil, and unfolds its varied and wondrous
Ireauty and resources for-the Church’s need,
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“elicits a note of praise, often silent, but deep,
to Him who is its Author, and whose perfect
wisdom shines in that which is so worthy of
Him ! -

One is struck with the wisdom and beauty
of the style in which Paul, when writing to
the Colossians, unfolds before their eyes the
glories and magnificence of Christ, in whom
all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased
to dwell. (Chap 1.) The work of the Father
for them and in them, in making them meet
for the inheritance of the saints in light;
translating them into the kingdom of the
Son of His love, the Centre of all His coun-
sels. Their danger lay in “not holding the
Head:” and thus they were allowing them-
selves to be deceived by the craft of Satan,
under the pretence of humility and lowli-
ness, and were turning ordinances into a
means of gaining a standing before God, in-
stead of using them as a memorial of their
having been introduced into a standing
known, and enjoyed, and possessed before
Him.

Before one word of warning or upbraiding
falls from his pen, he discloses the glories of
the Son, the Centre of the Father’s counsels ;
by whom, through sin-bearing, and death,
and judgment, the fulness of the Godhead
had cleared the ground for the reconcilation
of < all things” in the new creation. of which
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He was the Centre, and through whom be-
lievers had been reconciled to God.

What a rebuke to the state of things which
we find touched upon in the second chapter
of the epistle |—* philosophy,” ¢ vain deceit,”
“traditions of men,” ¢ elements of the world,”
“meats,” “drinks,” “keeping of holy-days,”
“new moons,” “sabbaths” (which were shad-
ows which had vanished into their nothing-
ness, when the substance, Christ, had come),
“voluntary humility,” and such like. Things
with which a natural mind could occupy it-
self, and which had a “show of wisdom ” and
worship devised by the human will, so grati-
fying to the flesh.

The apostle ranges as it were through the
region of creation, providence, redemption.
and glory (chap. i. 15-22), as if he said, “ There
is not a spot in the wide universe of these
things that I will not fill with Christ. T will
so unfold and expand Him before your eyes,
that I will only have to mention the follies
of chapter ii. which have occupied your
minds, to make you blush about them ; and
this is the very One in whom all the fulness
of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and
who dwells in you (chap. 1. 27), and ye are
complete (or ‘filled full’) in Him (chap. ii.
10). Foolish people, see what you have been
doing. Is not that a more touching rebuke
for you, than if I had charged you with the
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infantile follies of which I have heard?”

I desire to put before my readers a line of
truth which has struck me much of late in
chapter i. of this epistle, coupled with 2
Timothy iii. ; and to bring before their minds
certain truths of great importance which the
apostle presses, when the seeds of the evil
had begun to show themselves, and which in
this day have grown up and ripened into
such a harvest. It seems to me that he has
them specially in his mind as the grand pre-
servatives which would guard the faithful
against all that was coming. This is the
more remarkable when we find that he
presses the very same things on the con-
sciences of the faithful in the perilous times
of the last days. So that whether in the be-
ginning or the ending of the Church’s so-
journ here, the truths which would preserve
and gird the loins of God’s people would be
the same.

I gather from the general teaching of the
epistle that the apostle, who had never seen
the Colossians (chap ii. 1), had heard of them
through Epaphras, whose ministry of the
gospel had evidently been blessed to them.
He had brought tidings of them tothe apostle
(chap 1. 8), of their fruit-bearing reception of
the gospel. The apostle contemplates a
double condition of soul: first, that of the
knowledge of the glad tidings; and secondly,
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a condition produced by being filled with the
knowledge of God’s will, for which he prayed
(vs. 9, 10), in order that, through it, t—hey
might walk worthy of the Lord, unto all
pleasing, and be fruitful in every good work,
and thus grow through the knowledge of
God. In a word, it is the knowledge of the
mystery of Christ and the Church.
Consequently, he contemplates his own
ministry under these two heads: first, that
of the gospel to every creature under heaven
(ver. 23).; and secondly, that of the Church,
which completed all the counsels of God (vs.
22-26). Revelation, up to the point of Paul's
ministry, had embraced creation, the law,
redemption, the person of Christ, the ways
of God, His government, etc. There was but
one thing now, and that was the revelation of
the mystery of the Church, which, when given
completed or filled up the word of God.
Christ—the Son of David and Heir of his
throne—rejected by the Jews and by the
world ; crucified and slain ; raised up again
by the power of God, and by the glory of the
Father ; seated in the heavens in the right-
eousness of God, having answered God’s
righteous judgment against sin, death, judg-
ment, wrath, the curse of a broken law, all
borne and passed through to the glory of
God ; sins borne ; sin in the flesh condemned ;
the © old man” judicially dealt with, and set.
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‘_é;s{dé' for ever ; a man—the Second man—the
last Adam-—in heaven in divine righteous-
ness. The Holy Ghost personally on earth
witnesses to the righteousness of God,
and to the justification of the believer
according to its full display. Eternal
‘life by and in the Spirit, and its conscious
possession, communicated to the believer by
‘the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost, acting as
‘the power of this life in his walk, guiding,
‘directing, controlling, and rebuking him.
The believer sealed with the Spirit, his body
a temple for His indwelling, uniting him to
‘Christ—a Man in glory; and thus the bond
‘Oof union between all those who are His, one
‘with another, and with Christ. His presence
‘and baptism constituting “one body,” com-
'posed of such, here in this world (I Cor. xii.
12, 13). God dwelling amongst His saints
here, as a habitation, in Spirit (Ephes. ii. 22).
‘The Holy Ghost, the power for the exercise
‘of the gifts that Christ, when He rose and
ascended up on high, received as man, and
‘bestowed on men—members of His body-—
thus “dividing to every man severally as He
‘will ;” reproducing, too, “ Christ,” the  life
of Jesus,” in the mortal bodies of the saints.
'The power also of worship, communion, joy,
love, rejoicing and prayer. Teaching them
‘to await the hope of righteousness by faith,
“even the glory itself. Leading them to wait
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for-Christ, and producing the longmg “Come’",
in the “Bride ” (and mwtmg «“ him that hear—
eth to say so, too), while her Lord still con-
tinues, the object of her hope, as the “Brlght';-_
and Morning Star.” Meanwhﬂe transforming:;
them into Christ’s image by unfolding, in the
hbert} of grace, the glories of Him in Whose;_
face shines all the glory of God ! )

" Such are some of the features of the “doc-
trme of Paul. |

- We find then a condition of soul in the
Lolossmns for which the apostle can give
thanks (vs. 3-6). They had received the
gospel, and it was bringing forth fruit in
them since the day they knew the grace of
God in truth. But he well knew that the
mere knowledge of the gospel, blessed even
as 1t 1s, would not enable them to “walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.” It
needed something more than the mere ac-
ceptance of the glad tidings to guide the
steps of the Lord’s people in a walk worthy
of Him ; and hence, while he can give thanks
for the first condition of soul produced by
the glad tidings, he ceased not to pray for'
them that they might have the second.
- How many of the Lord’s people are in the
first state in the present day rejoicing in the
grace of the gospel, and yet who are ignor-
ant of the second ; and some even think that
anything beyond the mere knowledge of the
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gospel is but speculation, or opinions of men,
without power or value for the practical
walk of the saints! I think I am warranted
in saying, that after Epaphras saw Paul, and
learned the deep and paramount importance
of that knowledge for which Paul prayed
that they might know, that Epaphras was
fully convinced of the value and importance
of their learning the second character of the
apostle’s ministry, that he, likewise, laboured
earnestly in prayer for them that they might
“gstand perfect and complete in all the will
of God.” (Compare Paul's prayer in chap. i.
9, 10, with Epaphras’ prayer in chap. iv. 12.)

We see, therefore, three prominent and
important matters which the apostle presses
in chapter i.

First. The importance that the saints
should be instructed in the second character
of his ministry: that of the Church—the
body of Christ, its Head. So that, under-
standing the deep responsibility which flowed
from membership of such, they might hold
fast the Head, and walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing.

Secondly. That the Seriptures were now
filled up, or completed, by the revelation of
this mystery. No room was left consequent-
ly for tradition or development of any kind.
It was the grand summing up of all the re-
vealed counsels and purposed of God the
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Father, for the glory of the Son. They had,
up to this, embraced and treated of creation,
law, government, the kingdom, the person
of Christ—the Son, redemption, ete. There
might be, and doubtless was, a further de-
velopment of the details of these subjects, as

by John in the Apocalypse, ete., but still it
would only be the unfolding, and the sum-
‘ming up of the details of what had been the
gubject of inspiration. Paul’s ministry it
was then, revealing the mystery concerning
Christ and the Church, which completed the
word of God (chap. i. 25).

Thirdly. The glory of the person of the
Son, who is the image of the invisible God.
No man had seen God at any time, the only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, had declared Him (John 1. 18). He
had created all things. By Him all things
were upheld. Ie was the First-begotten
from among the dead, and as such the Head
of His body, the Church. All fulness was
pleased to dwell in Him, and to reconcile all
things to Himself ; and He had reconciled the
saints, who before had been aliens, and en-
emies in their minds by wicked works, in the
body of His flesh through death. Thus the
regions of creation, providence, redemption,
and glory, are ranged through by the apos-
tle, and Christ unfolded as filling all things.
It is the glory of the person of the Son.”
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- To repeat them, that the mind may recall
them simply, they are three, viz.: 1st. Thé
doctrine of Paul; 2ndly. The Scriptures!,
which had been now completed by his minis-
try ; and, 3rdly, The person of Christ.

These were the truths on which so much
hung and flowed from, which would be the
safeguards for those who would be faithful
in an evil day.

I do not here enter into more detail, but
notice them as those truths to which he di-
rects special attention to meet the dangers
he foresaw in the beginning of the history
of the Church.

I now turn to the instruction which he
gives in the Second Epistie to 'Timothy,
which would afford an unerring guide to the
faithful at the closing of the history of the
Church in the last days. The mournful heart
of the apostle unbosoms itself to one whom
he loved, and to whom he could communi-
cate his thoughts freely ; he unfolds to him
the irreparable ruin into which the Church
was fast drifting in her outward, responsible
condition. He does not look for any restor-
ation—not even the ability on the part of the
faithful to leave the outward professing
mass. He does not in the Epistles to Timo-
thy speak of the inward graces and Christian
affections, which are to be the more cultivat-
ed than ever in such a state of things, as he
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does in the Epistle to the Philippians. He:
does not speak in them of the Church as the
body of Christ or bride, nor of the relation-
ships of father and children, as elsewhere.
What he treats of is the outward thing be-
fore the world, in the character (as in 1 Tim.
iil. 14-16) of what it had been set in the world .
to be for God. It was His house, the assem-
bly of the living God, the pillar and support
of the truth, the vessel in which the truth
was to be displayed; and the mystery of
Godliness — the manifestation of God in
Christ, and the surrounding truths—was to
be her testimony in the world. She was as
a light-bearer to reflectt Him as His epistle,
and respond to God’s purposes in this place.
In the second epistle the apostle sees that all
was now hopelessly and irrevocably gone.
The house of God had become a great house
in which iniquity was rife, and vessels to dis-
honour had found a lodgment and were at
home in it. Paul had been “turned away
from” by all in Asia. He is here, I doubt not,
a representative man, one through whom
the Holy Ghost can say, “ Be ye followers to-
gether of me” (Phil. iii.) ; and one who walked
in the power of his own doctrine. He marks
out in a clear line the pathway of the faith-
ful in such a state of things: they were to
depart from iniquity. ‘ Let every one that
nameth the name of the Lord (corrected
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reading), depart from iniquity” (chap. ii. 19).
Every one who owned Him as Lord. What-
ever form it would take, the simple and pri-
mary step should be to depart from iniquity.
From vessels which were not honouring
Christ in their walk, one was to purge one-
self, and thus that one might become a ves-
sel unto honour, fitted and meet for the Mas-
ter’'s use. Fleeing from youthful Ilusts (i.e.,
inward personal holiness) was to be the
character of one’s walk. And then (all before
this being negative) the positive following of
righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who were calling on the Lord out of a
purged heart. (See chap. ii. 19-22.)

But the question now comes, When the
saints had done this, when they had depart-
ed from iniquity, purged themselves from the
vessels to dishonour, were walking in holi-
ness and following these things together, is
there anything provided for them, when cor-
ruption surrounds them on all sides, to keep
them together after a divine fashion in the
midst of it all? Would they not be open to
the admission of evil amongst them again,
and thus find that separation from it was of
no avail? In the Epistle to the Colossians,
Paul had shown an Epaphras the necessity
of having the saints instructed in the second
part of his ministry when they had been es-
tablished in the first—that is, when they had
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received the grace of the Gospel, that they
might know the full counsels of God in the
doctrine of Paul, in order to walk worthily
of the Lord. Yea, that he ceased not in all
earnestness and in the Holy Ghost, to pray
that they might be thus instructed. Would
this now be that to which he would again
point them ? Here then comes the grand
trath, he recalls the very same three things as
those which at the beginning he had pressed-
upon the Colossians as the safequards for the
Javthful in the perilous times—times when the
profession of Christianity is described in
words so nearly like those by which he had
described the corruptions of the heathen
world, when sunk down into the lowest ebb
of degradation and departure from God. If
the closing verses of Romansi. are compared
with the first four verses of 2 Timothy,
1ii., this will at once be seen. In describing
the various manifestations of evil in these
verses, three prominent features will be
found in them, viz.: 1st, Self-predominating
(Christianity is the denial of self); 2nd, A
form of godliness, while the power would be
denied ; and 3rd, Active opposition to the
truth by the most subtile device of the enemy
—that of imitation—the device of Satan in
Egypt by the magicians, by copying Moses’
miracles performed by the power of God, and
thus Satan’s power practically nullifying

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

34

that of God. To counterbalance those char-
acteristic features and keep the faithful after
a divine fashion, the apostle names the same
things as before we noticed to the Colos-
sians : Ist, “ My doctrine ;” 2nd, “ The Serip-
tures;” and 3rd, The person of Christ as an
object of faith. These he unfolds in the re-
maining portions of the chapter (vs. 10-17).
- The doctrine of Paul (see also the manner
of life which flowed from it) is that which is
to keep divinely together those who would
call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 1t em-
braces all the principles and truths connect-
ed with it, as when first revealed. Ruin and
failure could not affect it, nor hinder the
practice flowing from it. Nor would it ever
be impracticable for the faithful few to ex-
ercise the godly discipline and exclusion of
evil from their midst, inculcated by him. (See
I1st Cor.) Outward unity, seen to such a
beautiful degree at the first (Acts ii., iv.),
might be gone forever. The unity of the
Spirit in the body of Christ would never fail,
and this the Christian was exhorted to en-
deavour to keep (Eph. iv. 3,4). Come what
would, there never would be a time while the
Church would sojourn here, when Paul’s doe-
trine would be a nullity or impracticable to.
the veriest handful of the faithful who
sought to call on the Lord out of a pure
heart, and live godly in Christ Jesus.
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+ Such is then the prominent and first-named
point in the chapter. ¢ But thou hast fully
known my doctrine,” etc. The resource—-the
safeguard-—the ground or principle of action
of the saints in an evil day. Writhout Paul’'s
doctrine, they had nothing stable to preserve
them and keep them together on divine
ground in the midst of corruption ; with it,
they would find that under their feet which
would never fail.

- Have we then Paul’s doctrine? We may
boast, as all do, that we have the Scriptures
—gurely it is well. We may have confidence
that an ever faithful Lord will never leave
nor forsake His people, and that He knows.
them that are His, and will keep them unto
the end. But can we say that we have Paul’s.
doctrine of the Church—the body of Christ
on earth formed by the presence and baptism
of the Holy Ghost? Having it, can we say
that we are as living members, acting upon
the truth of it through the never-failing
supply of grace He gives? Or, do we come
under the character of those who are de-
seribed as “ ever learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth?”—those
whose mind and intellect the truth has
reached, but without faith, and hence with-
out practical value in our lives ? Of the truth
‘we can say as. of faith: “What profit, my
‘brethren, if a man say he have the truth ?”
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if he have not shown that he has faith in it,
and thus has learned to act upon it as some-
thing in which he believes? 1t is always a
sign that a man has faith in the truth which
he knows, when it has had its corresponding
effect upon his life-—when @l has been acted
wupon in practice. No man has ever had the
Joy and power of a divine truth till he has ac-
cepted tt, and wallked therein. Many are thus
ever learning and never able to come to a
divinely confirmed knowledge of it, because
the practice is wanting. It is learned in the
intellect ; the natural mind is touched, per-
haps, with the beauty and divine excellence
of it; it cannot be denied, but there is no
faith in it. It has not been learned in the
conscience and 1n the soul ; and when tribu-
lation or persecution arises because of it, he
is offended—deems it non-essential perhaps
—and surrenders that to which he has never
come to a divinely-given knowledge. If ever
there was a day when there was such a thing
as “salt which had lost its savour,” it is the
present. The most touching—the very high-
est truths of God have become the topic of
the world’s conversation. They are held by
many after a fashion in which the edge and
power of them are lost. A worldly talk and
conversation are coupled with the intellect-
ual knowledge ot the highest truths of God;
and like salt that has lost its saltness, onée
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can but ask of it, “ Wherewith shall it be
seasoned ? Tt is neither {it for the land, nor
yet for the dung hill ; but (even) men cast it
out” (Luke xiv. .34 %‘3) |

“ But thou hast fully known my doctrine,
manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffering,
charity, patience, persecutions, afflictions,
which came unto me at Antioch, Ieconium, at
Liystra ; what persecutions I endured ; but
out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. But evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv-
ing and being deceived. But continue thou
in the things that thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them.” (2 Tim. 1ii. 10-14.)

May the Lord open the urnderstanding of
His beloved people, that in the midst of the
confusion and corruption of such an evil day
—when men are saying, “ What is truth ?”
and yet not caring for the reply, they may
find there are such principles in the word of
God as no amount of man’s failure can ever
touch, and which are ever practicable to
those who desire humbly to walk with God,
and to keep the word of the patience of
Jesus, till He comes. May they learn to
walk together in unity, dnd peace, and love
in the truth, for His name’s sake.—Amen.

NSNS NS
&7 We can only be, in truth, a testimony
to the complete failure of the Church of
God. But, to be such, we must be as true in
principle as the thing that has failed. And,
as long as we are a testimony to failure, we
shall never fail.
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SALT.

Salt is of great importance to man. It
makes savoury what without it would be in-
sipid. It checks the growth of nature in the
vegetable kingdom ; it preserves, too, from
corruption and decay, what belongs to the
animal kingdom. |

Of its savoury plopextleg Job speaks (Vl
6). To its power in destroying the growth
of nature Moses and the Prophets bear wit-
ness (Deut. xxix. 23 ; Jer. xvil. 6 ; Ezek. xlvii.
11); and Abimelech’s action in sowing the
city of Shechem with salt (Judges ix. 45).
shows us that Israel were well acquainted
with its influence on vegetation. But not
less marked is its action on that which be-
longs to the animal kingdom, preserving
what is subjected to its influence from that
corruption to which otherwise 1t would as-
suredly turn.

Now as salt acts in the realm of nature, so
does grace in spiritual matters. It savours;
it checks the outflow of nature from man. It
is preservative, too, in its action from cor-
ruption.

Under the law the meat-offering was to be
salted, typical of the Lord Jesus in His life

on earth, in whom grace acted constantly
(Lev. ii. 13). With all their offerings they
were to offer salt. Hence a ““covenant of
salt” was a term Israel well understood
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(Num. xviii. 19; 2 Chron. xiii;: 5), meaning
that such a covenant should never be brok-
en, no element of corruption should enter
into it, for it would last for ever. Of that
character was the provision God made for
the support of Aaron and his house. Of that
same character was the Lords engagement
to David and his sons.

In the New Testament the figurative mean-
ing of salt, as illustrative of grace in its sa-
vouring and preservative action, is met with
more than once. The disciples were the “ salt
of the earth” (Matt. v. 13). But, as the Lord
reminded them, salt is useless, if once it has
lost its savour. So they would be of no use
as salt, unless grace was really in them.
What then man in nature has not, what the
earth viewed morally does not possess, that
the disciples were, and should be careful to
continue to be. They were not merely salt
for the ea,rth, but the salt of the earth. And
having salt in themselves, the working of
nature would be checked, and they would
have peace one with another (M(er 1X. 50).
Moreover, that preservative and savourin
character of grace would be felt if their
speech was always with grace, seasoned with

salt (Col. iv, 6). They would know how to
answer every man, and no corrupt commu-
nication would proceed out of their mouth,
but only that which was good to the use of
edifying, that 1t mlght minister grace to the
hearer (Eph. iv. 29). Moreover, the preserva-
tive character of grace Would characterise
all God’s people, “ for every sacrifice shall be
salted with salt.” |

But there is another stdtement of the Lprd
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praserved only in one Gospel, that of Mark .
and that statement to which.we now draw
attention, is most solemn in its character,
and universal in its apphoatlon “ Kvery one
shall be salted with fire :” for as salt preserves
things in the animal kingdom, so the fire of
judgment will act on men. It will not con-
sume them so as to terminate their existence,
but burning up all that is perishable of men
and their works (1 Cor. iii. 13-15), will leave
that which never can decay. To have one’s
works tried by fire is a solemn consideration
for God’s saints. To be salted with fire is a
dreadful prospect for the wicked. And in
connection with these latter, it should be re-
marked, the Lord brings in, *“ Their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ; for
every one shall be salted with fire” (Mark ix.
48, 49). Even in things of nature in the ani-
mal frame, there is a residuum, which the
fire does not consume. But after burning up
all that is consumable, the fire dies out. Now
it will not be so in the other world ; all that
can perish will assuredly perish, but the wie-
ked will never cease to exist, and the fire will
never be extinguished.

VeV o Ve Voo

ExTrACT.-—Resurrection is not the communication
of life. They are formally distinguished in Ephes. ii.

. Resurrection involves the reunion of soul and
body, not the communication of life. Resurrection
unto life, in John v., is not communicating life, but
refers to those to whom life had been given, and ex-
plicitly to their coming up out of their graves. Resur-
rection may be the quickening of the mortal body, but
never the communicating of life to rhe soul ; and in its
full power it involves a vast deal more. The saint is
raised.in glory, because of tho hpn it dwe]hng in h1m
thessinwer, to judgment. - = . .
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THE RESPONSIBLE MAN, AND THE
MAN OF PURPOSE.

(John xvid.)

1 notice first in this chapter that there is
responsibility, but of an entirely new order;
a responsibility which is connected with
Christ and which He has discharged; «1
have glorified Thee on the earth,” ¢ I have
manifested Thy naime unto the men which
Thou gavest Me out of the world:”a responsi-
bility which in righteousness towards God,
and in grace to us, has put us into the same
place as Himself. The Word has come down
to us; and words have been brought, and we
have believed them, and have known surely,
as Jesus said, © that I came out from God.”

If we think of what was previously given
by Moses, the law ; it was but the ineasure
of man, come down to the earth, and which
claimed from man what he ought to be: a
perfect rule for man as a child of Adam. It
was connected necessarily with responsibil-
ity, but the responsibility of the creature,
and in which he failed ; God was hidden be-
hind it-—He not coming to man, nor man to
Him. Butunderit man fails. Then because
of this breakdown, * Grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ,” but came in when this need
was thus made plain. Man failed in pai'a,-disle,
and failed out of paradise., He failed upon
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the question of righteousness by law ; and
rejected Christ come in grace. If we look at
Jew or Gentile, we see Christ taking up thes
responsibility too before God, and putting
away sin for us, by the sacrifices of Himself,
He dies and closes up the whole scene in
which that responsibility was.  All 1s sum-
med up in the words of Jesus, “ 1 have finish-
ed the work which Thou gavest Me to do.”
Another thing is stated in this chapter, ¢ 1
have glorified Thee on the earth.” He came
into the world not only as a Man, but as the
Heir of promises ; and they rejected Him in
whom these proniises were, as the promised
Seed. But He has secured the promises by
the cross; and also laid the foundation for
the eternal purposes of God in His death and
resurrection. He who came with all the
promises of God in His hand was rejected
and killed. Salvation on God’s part is the
answer to this wickedness on man’s. 1t was
not merely that man was a sinner, but all
that God would do for a sinner was refused
- Last of all he sent unto them his Son.”
My soul and conscience are cleared by the
very blood which was the proof of my sin
and guilt. The purpose which was before
the world can now be brought out, for
righteousness has come in, and Christ as
Man has got a place in the glory of God,
because He deserves it! This is the right-
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eous foundation of the purposes of God ; and
He is there too in a work done for us.

In this ascended Lord we -see the power of
a life which has triumphed over death, and
all the testimony that now comes to us,
comes from thence. The Son is there, and
there as a Man in righteousness, according
to God’s nature. But God is not merely
glorified in righteousness; but the Father,
in love—*“ 1 have glorified 7Thee on the earth,
I have finished the work which Thou gavest
Me to do. And now, O IFather, glorify Thou
Me with Thine own self.” The Father's
name is the spring of eternal life to us in the
Son ; and the Son as Man has brought it in,
and we have received it. 1t 18 not what
Jehovah had given to the Messiah, but what
the Father had given to the Son. “These
things I speak in the world, that they might
have my joy fulfilled in themselves.” He has
given the words to us that the Father gave
to Him. These are the privileges that
belong to us as believers,
~ The first three Gospels present Christ to
be received by man ; butin John’s His people
are called out by grace: it begins with His
rejection ; and they are separated from the
world, and brought into this place of posses-
sion also. “ All Mine are Thine, and Thine
are Mine, and I am glorified in them ;" this
is the full grace of Christ. The Father's
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words communicated to Christ are to _‘bri.lxlg
us into every place which belong:s to Christ.
This is the revelation of God's heavenly
thoughts through His Sior-l,.where there 3&1,_11‘
be nOt-hi]:lg of responsibility &.S to man, as
when under law ; though man 1s t_reated. by
the gospel as a sinner, and needing g;‘e}(:eé |
Christ is the revelation .of v.vhat a pertec:
Man is, and what everything in the world 1s
to God. We are not of 1t. |
When we look at Christ’s Person, Wl}&i} dQ
we see ? The Father in His bjon ! ]3?01' it was
the revelation of the Father in ChI:lSt-. Phlli%)
said, “show us the Father, and 1t sufﬁcet‘ 1
us,  Jesus said unto him, Have 1 been ,s(;
long time with you, and yet hast thou no
known Me ? He that hath seen Me h.atl} seen
the Father” (John Xiv.). The. expression of
the Father was the living. Christ. It W’.‘;_i:ﬂ | a
revelation in the way suited t(). man as he
was down here; for it was seen In t}}Q Man,
who tabernacled with us, that He might as-

<ociate our hearts with the Father as H]s
was., “The glory Thgm gavest Me 1 ;tlldxe
given them " again, “that the 10w.*e Wh ere-
with Thou lovest Me may be in t l?fxill.

Everything which He 1s am‘i has Hlmsr(}el f ]-i
brings us into : except, of (.:ourse, W ?
essential to His eternal S(_)nsh]_p : the Fz?t 1e‘1 ﬁ
words, the life, the glory, the love, .Wlth a,‘

the Dlessedness He has. and (what is not so
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pleasant to us) His separation from the
world. But it is a portion with Himself now
and hereafter. Moreover, He puts us in His
own place of testimony to the world. “ As
Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world.” He
was of God in the midst of the world, always
the revelation of God. And this is what a
Christian is likewise,

“ Sanctity them through Thy truth.” The
word of God comes down (not like the law)

and brings to my heart the measure and
character of what Christ 1s. The truth, His
word, which tells what God is, tells me what
I ought to be as a child of the Father. Till
God is revealed, how can I tell what I ought
to be ? But grace and truth tell me what the
Father is, and what the world is: it is Cain’s
city. What are the inventions of it, the tel-
egldph and the like, to a man when he is
going out of the world by death ? But there
1¢  something more —* for their sakes 1
sanctify Myself : " not simply a word come
down, but a Man gone up! Now I get where
righteousness takes us, entirely separated
from sinners, and gone into the place where
my affections are fixed on Him. He is the
model Man in glory, and I must purify my-
self by the hope ot being with Him, as He is
pure. The work 1s perfectly 1(,(30111pllshed
which makes me meet for the same place.
The Holy Ghost takes these things and shows
them to us. God hath revealed them to us
by the Spirit, according to the purpose of
(rod up there, The truth' comes down
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through the rent veil to us, but I get the
glory Ot the Man gone up, and who for our
sakes has sanctified Himself that we also
may be sanctified through the truth.

Another thing is, we should think of His
glory and happiness. He expects us to be
interested in Him; “If ye loved Me, ye
would rejoice,because 1 gounto the Father.”
So entirely are we one with Him, and He
one with us, He brings the love of God,
wherewith He is loved, into the heart. The
Christian is made up from this Christ. The
eye that is upon lHim sees God’s path even
through this world. The responsible man
has failed, but the Man of purpose was in
love and grace below, and is now in right-
cousness and glory above. '

The difficulty is to get a path through the
world where all is wrong, and I have got it,
got it in Christ. He has met and cleared
away the sins that were ours, and we have
put off the old man, and got into the place of
the second Man, in perfect acceptance with
God. Our responsibility now is to manifest
Him in our mortal body. ¢ Holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners,” was
His (hcua,('ter and this is ours. We shall
find out our shortcomings, no doubt; but
perfect grace has given us a place with Christ
everywhere, and this must be held in spite of
all failure. In truth, it is the recovering
power of grace. The Lord give us to believe
in His love ; that He has sanctified Himself
for our sakes: and He expects our hearts to
meet and answer to His own. Blessed place
and portion! He sees in us morally, even
now, the fruit of the travml of His soul.
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DELIVERANCE.

The Epistle of the Romans takes up the
Christian, if we compare one aspect of his
condition with another,on the lowest ground.
If for instance we take the Ephesians, there
we find the Christian spoken of as “raised
up together, and made to sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus;” but you
never get him there in the Epistle to the
Romans. Though in the end of chap. viii., it
is stated that he is predestinated in God’s
original purpose for the glory, yet we never
get him as risen and in the heavenly places,
but looked at as on this earth, and of course
he 1s. We will see now a little, with the
Lord’s help, how He does look at a (/hrlstlan
on this earth.

Now thus looked at, though not sitting
with Christ, yet Christ is his life. Here am
I, a sinner in myself, and my flesh has got no
~good in it. The whole epistle developes very
fully what the Christian is, looked at in this
world, and the chapter I have read (chap. vi.)
treats one special part of it, and that is his
positive state and standing, not his guilt ; as
to his guilt, it has been treated very fully up
to the middle of the previous chapter.

- To begin with, the apostle says he is “not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God unto salvation, to every one
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that believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek:for therein is the righteousness of
God revealed.” And then he goes on to show
why it must be God’s righteousness that is
revealed — simply because man has none.
God’s law had come and required righteous-
ness 1n man, which it could not find ; but the
gospel comes and reveals God’s righteous-
ness, and he is not ashamed of 1t because it
is revealed in it. He shows us the Jews
under law and the Gentiles without law, and
proves “every mouth stopped, and all the
world guilty before God.” Instead of the
law making it any better for the Jesw, it
only proved their guilt; and as to the Gen-
tiles, that which might have been known of
God 1n creation left them without excuse
when they went to idolatory.

- He next shows us how “ God hath set forth
Christ to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood,” and applies that death to the past
and the present, saying that it declared
“God’s righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past through the forbearance
of God.” God had been forbearing with
them, but there had been no proof of right-
ousness in His forgiving one more than an-
other; but now on the cross it is explained.
And not only this, but He is ¢ just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.’
There it is the present time, His righteous-
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ness is now revealed, and we stand upon the
ground of this righteousness that has been
revealed.

The place where it has been shown and
manifested is in setting Christ at God’s right
hand. This is a demonstration of the sin of
the whole world, because it did not believe
in Christ ; also a demonstration of righteous-
ness, “ because I go to My Father, and ye see
Me no more :” the Saviour they had rejected
they would see no more till He came again as
Judge. Thus the gospel comes and shows us
that He is seated there (besides being the Son
of God) in virtue of the work of the cross.
There 1s where God’s righteousness is dis-
played for faith to look at. 1 see thus the
perfeet love of God which sought us in this
way. I had sins, but no rightousness; I have
nothing but Christ to look to, and my eye
rests through faith where God’s eye rests;
God is satisfied, and so am I through grace.
I see the sins put away through the work of
the Lord Jesus Christ, so that there is no
more question of sin, because my righteous-
ness 1s Christ; He is “of God made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica-
tion, and redemption.” All is perfectly
settled once and for all, and I am made the
righteousness of God in- Christ—God’s right-
eousness. What we rejected God accepted,
and proved His righteousness thereby. All
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the fruit of the old man is done away, for
the believer, and he is in Christ accepted.

But now comes another question ; not that
of our sins being put away, but of our de-
liverence from the principle of sin.. As we
read, “ As He is, so are we in this world.”
On the ground of what we are by faith all
our sins are put away; but then comes the
power of sin—this evil nature—what is in
me, not what I have done. Butcan I in this
world say that 1 am delivered from sin ? that
I am made free from sin ?

Now this word “free” is often abused in
English ; it has two meanings. It is not here
used in the sense that there is none in us, as
I would say, “That horse is ‘free’ from
vice;” but it is In contrast to the word
captive. It means we are not captive to sin.
He takes up the question of law as he took
up the question of righteousness. Man had
not made out righteousness either with law
or without it ; then God gave him Christ to
be his righteousness. Now the question is
whether, we having thus got righteousness,
the law can deliver us.

Well, in chap. viii., it says, “ What the law
could not do.” It is not guilt now, but the
flesh is not subject, neither indeed can be.
He means it has a will of its own. We know
we have a will of our own. Now a will of
our own is the principle of sin: whenever 1
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have got a will of mmy own, there is sin—self-
will, just the same as Eve when she would
go and eat the fruit. The law thwarted the
acting of will, of course; it was “holy, and
just, and good,” so it must; but it did not
take away, nor did it alter, sin. But “what
the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh:"the law of course
had nothing to do with that.

There are three things the law could not
do : it could not give life; and, even suppos-
ing we got life, it does not give strength ;
and, another thing of the deepest moment
for our souls, it does not give an object. But
in Christ I find my life, my strength, and my
object. “They that are after the Spirit do
mind the things of the Spirit;” they have
the true object. 1 get in Christ an Object
that is suflicient to delight God Himself. -

For the fact of life will not do; we must
have it, of course, but that is not sufficient
The old man is here yet: there are lusts.
The flesh lusts against the Spirit, and “it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be:” therefore, the law instead of deliv-
ering me, brings me into captivity. It is just
what we get in Romans vii. Suppose a man
quickened in this world, what will be the
effect of the law upon him? It will give
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him the knowledge of sin, “1 was alive with-
out: the law once: but when the command-
ment came, sin revived, and I died. And the
commandment, which was ordained to life, 1
found to be unto death. For sin, taking
occasion by the commandment, deceived me,
and by it slew me.” Yet “the law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just, and
good ;" but it did not give anything of what
we want ; it was only the rule outside it, and
gave us nothing to enable us to walk up to
it. Here was a man, in a kind of sleepy.
indefinite way, going on quite comfortably
a man with a good conscience; “1 verily
thought with myself, that I ought to do
many things contrary to Jesus of Nazareth.”
When the law came, it said, ©“ Thou shalt not
covet*;” but it did not take away the lust*:
and he found at once another law warring
against the law of his mind, and bringing
him into captivity to the law of sin. There

as no deliverance. God allowed him to use
every kind of etfort to get the victory ; but
it all went to prove not simply that he was
guilty, and that he had an evil nature, but
that besides this he had no strength; and
this is an exceedingly miserable condition.

If we were to tell the world that they had
no strength, they would say, Why, there is

*¢ Last,” “(,()vet ” “(()ncupls(,ence 7 Rom. vii. 7, 8,
are the same word in the original.
g
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an end to all morality! Even a child has
faith in his own powers; it says. Oh! I will
be good to-morrow ! But I say, I am going to
punish you fo-day—for what you are now!
And this lesson of no strength is a great
deal a more humbling one to learn than
that of the fact that certain sins have been
done in some past time of my life. It raises
the question, not of what I was before I
knew Christ, but of what I am now that I
do.  “They that are in the flesh cannot
please God ;7 but the effort made to do sois
very useful in this way, that it brings us to
the discovery of what we are. If you have
found this out, you have found out what
Paul did: “to will is present with me, but
how to perform that which is good 1 find not.”

But now isthere no deliverance ? Of course
there is—positive deliverance !

- As I have been saying, the apostle shows
us, besides the question of guilt, the question
of state. I have been secing what the state
of bondage is of a renewed man under law,
in contrast to the state of a renewed man
knowing what it is to be risen with Christ.
We are united to Christ risen, and, being
thus, he brings in, not the death of the law,
but our death. So that I have not got to
hunt up things in my heart to see whether
evil is present with me ; this would be law,
and the law cannot help me at all; but I
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have got Christ as my life, Christ risen and
glorified too; and I am past death and
raised up, though 1 do not go on to glory
here, because it is 2 man here walking on the
earth. I have got Christ to be my life, not
Adam ; I am not alive to God at all as born
of Adam ; we are “ not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit. if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
mn us.” When I stood as a child of Adam
before God, the law, was applied to me on
that footing. I have not got what meets it.
As long therefore as I am in the flesh, T can-
not meet God or please God, and I never can
get free or happy with God. So much the
better, that I may find it out.

Now the flesh never changes; “it is not -
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be.” When man fell, the world got so
awfully bad that God had to destroy it;
when God’s Son came into the world, they
erucified Him; when the Spirit came, the
Hesh lusted against it ; and when it has gone
into the third heavens, it puffs a man up-—if
there were a fourth heaven, it would only
puff him up more: that is the end of it !

But there is deliverance ! If there were not,
I would not speak of it. Then where is it?
In death! It is when Christ has died and has
risen that He becomes the power of life in
me ; but in itself this does not put away the
flesh. There is nothing for it but what is
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added : “God, sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh ;7 there is no pardon,
no taking it away, nothing but abso-
lutely condemning it. If I take the cross,
the highest act of grace, I find that there
God condemned sin in the flesh.

But then, beloved friends, this condemn-
ation of sin in the flesh, what was it in? I
cannot get away from this evil nature, and
Satan too 1s against me. But Satan is noth-
ing to the new man ! Only, “ resist the devil
and he will flee from you;” but he 1s every-
thing for the flesh, of course! The world is
just a great system that the devil has built
up round man to keep him easy without
God. It began at once with Cain; he goes.
out from the presence of the Lord, and what
is he to do? He builds himself a city in the
land of the vagabond. God never made the
world as we seeit ; of this world Satan is the
prince (John xiv. 30). Camn built his city so
as to be comfortable in this world ; and there
were the artificers of brass and iron, and
there he gets Jubal with bhis musie, and he
calls the city by the name of his son, and
there we see all the conveniences of life, and
harps, and organs, and then people ask, What
is the harm  of brass or iron, of harps or
organs? None! I do not say there is any
harm in music and instruments; but this. I
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say, there was a great deal of harm in his
making himself comfortable in them with-
out God. We have got capacities for music
and art and so on, and people take pains to
amuse themselves with them because thereis
a famine n the land.

I find in the cross of Christ “the world is
crucitied unto me and I unto the world ;" 1
find sin and the flesh condemned there.
Condemned in what? In death! If the law
condemned sin in the flesh, it only got to the
lust : it was the ministration of death, and
ministers condemnation. But what I get in
Christ is death—the death of the old man.
In his sacrifice I get death: He has not only
been crucified for my sins, but I have been
crucified with Him (see Gal. 1. 20). Whilst
He has become my life, His death is as avail-
able for the old man as his life is for the
new. He not only died foir ou sins, but He
died unto sin once:; “in that he died unto
sin once.” Not that He had any for Himself,
but that He put Himself there for us; and
then “likewise reckon ye also yourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through [in] Jesus Christ our Lord ;” T have
the full power of life. |

“ God, sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh.” I find sin a grief to my heart.
Now. God condemned 1t in Christ on the
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cross; and as a believer I have death to sin
just as much as I have condemnation for
sins all gone. “ He died unto sin once: but
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Like-.
wise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead in-
deed unto sin, but alive unto God through
{in] Christ Jesus our Lord.” Well, now, that
is where 1t comes out !-—I cannot win the vic-
tory! But God is teaching me the whole
thing is settled; it is, “ I am crucified with
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.” It is not simply that
the old man is not there that is not deliver-
ance; nor that the combat is not there: but
do you think it is the samie thing if 1 am
struggling with a man and I get him down
with my knee on his chest, or if the man
gets me down with his knee on mine? Ifl
combat with Christ for me, I get my knee
on him. Of course there must be combat,
but meanwhile I am not saying I am captive
to the law of sin, whereas what we see in
Rom. vii., is a man who 1s: his soul is all
right, but he cannot do it.

I get in the death of Christ this testlm()ln ,
“Ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God ;7 and as to ourselves, we are to
be “ always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus.” T am thus set free.
It is not that flesh is not there:; it was
in Paul, but he had the thorn in the flesh to
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buffet him; he got it to keep something
down. Well, that proved it was there; the
thorn kept it down so that it did not show
itself, but still it was there. If you fancy it
is not there yon lower your standard; but
there is no reason why you should ever for
one single instant let the flesh stir or show
ifself. And what has brought you to this is
death ; of course you must have life for it,
or else you would be dead to everything.

Now you are never called to die to sin, be-
cause the old man Aas died in Christ and the
new man can not die. Have you not been
baptized to death? Then how can you live
on in sin if you are dead to it? Are you
dead ? And where? In the death of Christ.
It is always a past thing; there is no such
thought in Scripture as our dying; it is we
“are dead.” You have never any death for
the old man but that of Christ on the cross.
What faith gets hold of is this: I have died
with Christ; then I am free. Therefore
mark, what he says: “ How shall we who
are dead to sin live any longer therein?”
He brings in death instead of the law; he
put the flesh to death, to faith, of course;
he does not look for fruit from it; but he
comes and kills the tree and puts another in
its place, and that is Christ, and says, © Yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your members as instru-
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ments of righteousness unto God.. For sin
shall not have dominion over you; for ye
are not under the law, but under grace:"” 1
an now free ! o

Well, you are free : and what are you go-
ing todo? Are you going to give yourself
back to sin again? Why, “ yield yourselves
to God as those that are alive from the
dead.” Of course He does not come and say
this to unconverted men ; but, the moment
a man calls himself a Christian, I say, Now
you are alive and free ; to whom are you go-
ing to give yourself ?

One word more. [tis of great importance
to grasp this complete redemption—the
death and resurrection of Christ Himself
become the power of life to us, so that we
can reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin
but alive unto God. *“What fruit had you
in those things?” But now, he says, you
have fruit-fruit to holiness down here; you
walk in o path that you know has beauties —
positive fruit of holiness in this world, and
“the end, everlasting life.”

But, . I repeat, in this epistle you are per-
fectly in the world, and how are you to get
power? Through death. Suppose for a mo-
ment that 1 always held myselt dead, there
would not be a movement— not a lust;
therefore, John, speaking of it in an ab-
stract way, says, “ He that is born of God
doth not commit sin.” It is just as if all

sorts of evil things were outside in my
passage, and the danger lay in opening the
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door and letting them creep in; you will
find all these evil things in your room if you
do not watch. What we are called upon to
do is, not to die, but to put to death : “ Mor-

tity your members that are upon the earth;”

that is, I have power to do it, so T am to put
them to death. Christ is my power, of
course.

But, now, are you content to be dead ? Or
would you like to spare some of your flesh?
Are you content to have no more of the
world than a dead man has? Constantly
we shall find we have little chambers in our
hearts that we do not like to open to God;
we go on in our prayers until we come to
that, and then we stop, and then God has to
break the door open in some way or other.
Practically you are saying, I would sooner
have this idol than God ; not in your soul, of
course, or you would not be a Christian. But
now, supposing you have not anything kept
back from God, have you taken this ground
with Him that you are practically dead ? It
is not perfection, because I know no perfec-
tion but Christ glorified. The only perfec-
tion that is before a Christian 1s conformity
to Him in glory, and I am never satisfied
until I am with Him in that glory. But are
vou free? Have you got real deln erance ?
“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.” The first thing we want is forgive-
ness ; but the second thing we want is de-
hverance, and it is there for us. I have my
eye on that Man in the glory; I am going
to be like Him:: it is there I get the Ob]ect
that is before my soul, - -
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THE GLORIES OF THE CROSS.

If God be righteous, and judges sin, can He
exercise love to us in all its fulness—towards
us who are sinners? Now here it is the
death and atonement of Christ come in.
The blessed Lord willingly undertook this
task, to glorify God perfectly, and prove in-
finite love to us, and yet maintain God’s per-
feet righteousness. He bore our sins—was
made sin for us, He drank the bitter cup of
death and judgment which our sins had
filled. He gave Himself for us. and was
bruised for our iniquities, and wounded for
our transgressions. Was not this love?
Oh! reader was it not? Yet there God’s
righteous judgment against sin was fully
maintained, so that what I see there was
not the least allowance of it. What could
show it like the death of the Son of God
when he was made sin for us? Could He
not be spared? How then can any, perse-
vering in rejecting mercy through Him?
Was it possible this cup could pass unless
He drank it ? It could not. For whom then
shall it, if not drunk by Him ?

And see how the notion of mere dymg
under the hands of wicked men destroys all
the glory of the cross. I read, “Christ . .
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hath given Himself for us” (Epheb v. 1);
“ He offered up Himself” (Heb. vii. 27). Here
I find the holy perfectness of His own soul
in a way that nothing else shows. What
love!" What devotedness! What giving
‘Himself up to the Father’s glory! “No
man taketh it from me,” says He, “but I lay
it down of myself” (John x. 18). - “The
prince of this world cometh, and hath noth-
ing in me; but that the world may know
‘that 1 love the Father, and as the Father
hath given me commandment, even so I do”
(John xiv. 30, 31). You will say, How could
this glorify His Father—to give Himself up
to a cruel death and wrath? Because of
your sins: they made it necessary.  If love
was to be shown to you, it must be in this
way; God’'s holiness must be maintained—
the impossibility of allowing sin. You (if,
indeed, through grace you believe) are not
to be taken away from before Him, because
of your sins and defilement. Instead of that,
as they could not be allowed, they were
taken away, that you might be in peace be-
fore Him and know this God of love.” * God
commandeth His love toward us, in' that
Whlle we were yet sinners, (/hI’lSt dled for
us” (Rom. v. 8).

And see how the cross glonfles God in
everything. If 1 look at it as a sacritice for
sin, as Christ giving Himself up, that God
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may be fully glorified. And how glorious
Christ Himself is there, by His doing it: for,
remember, if it was indeed a bitter cup (and
it was so, beyond all that we can cOnceive),
yet Christ never was so glorified as there!
Never was His glorious perfection so shewn
out ; so that, though it may seem a hard task
to impose on Him, yet it really was, asto His
work, His greatest glory: as He says, “ Now
is the Son of man glorified, and God is glori-
fied in Him ” (John xiii. 31). For it was a
glorious thing to Him who accomplished it,
that, so to speak, God should be debtor for
His glory to Him who thus gave Himself.
For indeed it was a common counsel be-
tween the Father and the Son. God’s will
was He should come, and His will was to
come: “Lo, I come to do Thy will.”

But see how He was glorified in it. Is
God righteous in judgment against sin ?
The cross has fully shown it forth. Is God
perfect love to the poor sinner? The cross
has shown it forth. Did the majesty of God
require that it should be vindicated against
rebellious sin? The cross has done it; yet
the sinner is spared. Is God truth, and has
said that death should follow sin, the devil
saying, as he yet does, it should not? Where
such a witness that it »must, as when the
blessed Son of God died as man on the cross ?
Yet He has obtained for us life by it, beyond
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all the power of death and judgment. Were
our sins pressing upon us, so that we did not
dare look up? They are gone. I can see
God in the light without fear : He has noth-
ing to impute to me; He has proved His
love, and I can enjoy His love. And just
when man showed his hatred to God in slay-
ing His Son, God has shown His love to man
in giving Him to put away the sin shown in
slaying Him. Where was obedience shown
as on the cross? He was “Obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 1i.
8). Where love to us? Where the desire to
glorify His Father? Thus the Son of man
was glorified, and God, in every part of His
nature, glorified in Him: His love, His
righteousness, His truth, His majesty, all
displayed.

And what is the consequence? The power
and fear of death are gone, for the believer.
It is but the entrance into paradise for him.
The sins that he feared, as bringing judg-
ment, are taken away and blotted out. He
knows God loves Him-—so loves Him that
He has not spared His own Son to save him ;
he knows that He has nothing to impute to
him, for Christ has borne all. God is faith-
ful and just to forgive him his sins.

And yet, is sin a light thing to one who
has this perfect peace with the God of love ?
It has cost the death of the Son of God.
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True, it is put away; he is justified ; he has
perfect peace with God. But how? By that-
which makes sin the most frightful thing, to
his soul, that possibly could be ; and knits his
heart to Jesus, who was willing to suffer
thus to put it away. .
Whether we think of God’s glory, or
Christ’s glory, or the practical effect on our
hearts, it is Christ’s cross, as being a real
sacrifice for sin, that is really efficacious. 1t
glorifies God, infinitely ; honours Christ ; and
pertectly blesses man, telling him he is the
object of (God’s infinite love, and yet main-
taining righteousness in his heart. Jesus
was (God manifest in the flesh ; and, as to His
Person, supremely glorious in dignity. This
indeed enabled him to do such a work ; but
never, as to His work and service, was He so
glorious as He was upon the cross. I speak
to you feebly, beloved reader; but is it not
the truth—words, as Paul says, of truth and
soberness ? And this thlng ‘was not done in a
corner. |
And:now mark, too, the blessed efﬁcacy of
it for me, a poor sinner. There stood sin,
death, judgment, just wrath, in my way. My
consclence told me it was so, and God’s word
plainly declares it.  Satan’s power bound it
down, so to speak, upon my soul; while his
temptations encouraged me to go on in what
led to it. God’'s law, even, did but make the
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matter worse for me, if 1 pretended to
meddle with it; for its holiness condemned
my transgressions. And now, for him that
believes, all is taken out of the way. Sin
gone, death gone as the terrible thing I
awaited (Christ has turned it into a gain)—
I shall be with Christ ; judgment, Christ has
borne it ; wrath, there is none for me: I am
assured of perfect love. Christ in making
me partaker of the efficacy of His death,
has set me beyond all these things in the
light, as God is in the light (having loved
me, and washed me from my sins in His
own blood, and made me a king and priest
to God and His Father). In rising, He
has shown me this new place into which
He has brought me; though as yet, of
course, I have it only by faith and participa-
tion in that life, in the power of which He
has risen. Yes, dear reader, the believer s
saved, he has eternal life, he 7s justified ; he
waits, no doubt, to be glorified, but he knows
Him who has obtained it all for him, and
that He is able to keep that which he has
committed unto Him until that day.

There is a judgment (terrible it will be to
them that have despised mercy and rejected
the Saviour); but to those who, as poor
sinners, have submitted to God’s righteous-
ness, believing in His love, “ Christ will
appear the second time, without sin unto

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

67

salvation” (Heb. ix. 28), That is, having
quite put sin away for them the first time,
He will come the second time without hav-
ing anything to say to it as to them, for
their full possession of the glorious result,
As He said Himself, “I go to prepare a place
for you, and if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and receive you unto
myself, that where I am, there ye may be
also” (John xiv. 2, 3). That is a judgment, if
such you will call it, which shall be the ever-
lasting and infinite joy of them that share
in it.

Weigh that passage I quoted just now. ,
Christ has appeared “once in the end of the
world . . . toput away sin by the sacri-
fice of Himself; and as it is appointed unto
men once to die, and after this the judg-
ment "—there is the natural portion of the
sinner—* so Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many, and unto them that look
for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation.” The first time
He came, He bore the sins; the second, He
comes apart from that for the full salvation
of them that look for Him.

Reader, are you prepared to give up all
this for the notion that He merely fell a
vietim to self-seeking men who put Him to a
violent death? Did He not offer Himself
up as a sacrifice to put away sin? Did not
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the Lord bruise Him? Did He not say,
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me ?” (Ps. xxii. 1; Matt. xxvii. 46). Does not
your soul need to have sin put away? Is
‘not the love of God shown in the way you
need it, by Christ being thus given? Has
He not glorified God in it? Has He not
been glorified in it and by it, bitter as it was?
Is it not peace to know He has done it, and.
put away sin for us by it? Does not the
word of God so present it to us? The Lord
give you to believe it in your heart. It has
given me peace, perfect, yet increasing
peace, these five-and-twenty years, while He
has all the glory; and I know God is love,
who has purged my conscience from sin.
May you, dear reader, be enabled so to know
it, and with as much joy! If you do, you
know what I say is true. May the grace of
God make Him, who has wrought it for us,
more precious to us both! It is a blessing
and a joy to think we shall have an eternity
in which to praise Him for it. ,

Even if 1 think of the way good and evil
were brought out by it, THERE IS NOTHING
LIKE THE CROsS. Everything moral is there
brought to a glorious centre, from which it
flows down on every poor believing heart, in
the proof that evil has been met and put away
and that good has triumphed. Where has
death been shown in its terrible power as in
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the cross? Where has sin, in its all terrible
character and effects? Where do 1 see
man’s hatred against goodness itself, and
the Son of God bearing sin before God, yet
where was eternal life obtained for us, such
as death can never touch? Where were
goodness and love displayed as there?
Where were righteousness and obedience
accomplished in spite of all? Where was
sin brought so immediately under God’s eye
and punished, as there? Yet where was it
put away, and His perfect delight in absolute
obedience at all cost, so drawn out? Where
was the bowing in weakness under death
shown as in Him whose soul was melted like
wax 1n the midst of His bowels ? yet where
the divine strength which ecarried Him
through all that weakness, death, man’s
hatred, Satan’s power, and God’s wrath,
could accumulate on His head who drank
that bitter cup? All this is told us in Scrip-
ture. “He was crucified through weakness”
(2 Cor. xiii. 4). “This is your hour and the
power of darkness,” said the Lord (Luke
xxil. 53). “ My soul is execeeding sorrowful,
even unto death” (Matt. xxvi. 38). “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?”

In a word, would 1 know what sin is? 1
ook there:; righteousness? 1 look there;
hatred without a cause? I look there: love
without bounds? I look there; judgment
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and condemnation of sin? I look there ;
deliverance and peace? T look there; divine
wrath against evil? I look there; perfect
divine favour and delight in what infinitely
glorified God ? I look there. Weakness and
death, though willingly bowing under it?
it is there; strength, divine, which has met
and removed evil? it is there; peace and
wrath ? it is there also; the world, under
Satan’s power, rising up to get finally rid of
a God of love; and God, by this very act,
delivering the world and making peace by
the blood of His own Son. As it is said,
“That through death He might destroy
(‘annul, or ‘bring to nought’) him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil; and
deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage ”
(Heb. ii. 14, 15). As I have said, good and
evil in all their extremes and forms meet
there for the triumph of love in once suffer-
ing the evil, that good may have its full
force. | | | -

Do you ask, reader, Why, then, are we in
such a world still? I will tell you. Secrip-
ture tells us, God in grace is still leading
souls to profit by and enjoy this. It is a
world of misery and sorrow, and oppression.
Did God interfere to change it, He must come
in judgment and close the time of merecy;
and that He does not do, while yet any have
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ears to hear. He allows, therefore, the evil
which He will judge, to go on meanwhile.
And we, though we may thus have to suffer
awhile in the world, ought in this sense to
rejoice that it is yet allowed ; because it is
still a time of mercy extended to others.
The end will be everlasting joy in a much
better world. Christ is gone to prepare a
place for us, and He will come again and
take us to Himself, that where He is, there
we may be also. Thus Peter says, “The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness, but is long-suffer-
ing to usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance” (2 Pet. iii. 9).

Finally, my reader, you may not have, in
peace of soul, been able to contemplate all
the glory of the cross. If you believe the
record God has given of His Son, you have a
blessed portion yet before you; but remem-
ber, it is presented to you, just as you are
for your need in all the grace of it towards
a poor sinner. It meets you in your sins, if
it infinitely glorifies God. A Jesus dying on
the cross for the vilest meets the wants and
burdens of the vilest—comes home through
grace to his heart. If his sins are a burden
to him, he may see Christ bearing them, that
he may be free and have peace. “God so
loved the world, that He gave His only be-
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gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John iii. 16). “ And by Him, all that believe
are justified from all things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law of Moses”
(Acts xiit. 39). Were his “sins as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow” (Is. 1. 18). If
you are heavy laden, come to Him who came
in love to give you rest, and has died in love
for you.

The Lord’s peace be with you, dear reader
--be with you, whoever you may be. May
you be washed in that “blood” which
“cleanseth” from all sin” (John i. 7), and
the Lord will preserve you for His heavenly
kingdom.

¥ Ve LV o ¥

THE GLORY OF THE SON OF MAN AS
WITNESSED IN THE CROSS.

The supreme blessedness of the saints when
they shall have their part with Christ above,
will be to behold His glory. ¢ Father I will
that they also, whom thou has given me,
be with me where 1 am, that they may be-
hold my glory, which thou hast given me;
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of
the world.” Such is the desire of the Son of
God for the objects of His love. Nothing can
satisfy His love, short of having us with Him-
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self, and like Himself, in the place His love
“has prepared for us in the Father’'s house.
But there, too, He would have us behold His
glory—the glory given Him of the Father,
who loved Him before the foundation of the
world ; and, if He is our all, to behold HHis
glory in that day will be our deepest delight.
But if such will be the case then, can it be
otherwise now than that the renewed nature
should be moved, and that we should be led:
to adore and worship, as the Spirit of God
unfolds His different glories before our won-
dering eyes? ‘

Let us, as the Holy Spirit enables us, seek
to contemplate a little the glory of our
blessed Liord as it shines out at the cross.

It was man’s hour, and the power of dark-
ness (Luke xxii. 53). Satan had entered into
Judas, and he had gone out in the darkness
of the night, to accomplish his foul designs.
Jesus knew this, and saw the cross before
Him with all that was to be accomplished
there for the glory of God amid the deepen-
ing darkness of that terrible hour. Conscious
of His own personal glory in the presence of
this stupendous work, and knowing well
what the issue would be, He said: “ Now is
the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified
in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall
also glorify him in himself, and shall straight-
way glorify him ” (Jno. xiii. 31, 32).

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

74

Here we have three glorifyings :

(1) The Son of man glorified,

(2) God glorified in the Son of man,

(3) The Son of man glorified in God ; that
is, the Son of man goes into the glory of God.

It is to the first of these we desire to call
special attention: “Now is the Son of man
glorified.” The thought we have before us
is, that the work of the cross was the Son of
man’s glory. There His intrinsic moral and
personal glory shone forth with a brilliancy
that will never grow dim—a brilliancy that
lightens up eternity, and in the light of which
we shall worship forever.

There was not only the question of man’s
ruin and need : there was the question of
God’s glory in a scene where His character
had been traduced, and where sin had spread
its deadly blight on every side. Sin must be
judged ; God’s character, His majesty, His
righteousness, His holiness, His truth, His
love, must be made good. Who could sustain
the glory and majesty of God in His judg-
ment of sin? Who in the presence of this
awful judgment could declare and make
manifest before the universe that “ God is
love”? The Son of man. e, and He alone,
could do this; and to do this was His glory.
That a man— the Son of man—should do
this, will be the wonder of wonders through-
out eternity. That this Man is the incarnate
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Word, the Son, the brightness of God’s glory,
and the exact expression of His substance,
I need hardly say. Yet it is the Son of man
we have before us here, and the shining
forth of His glory in that work of the cross
on which God’s glory will rest forever.

. In order to get the truth of this more fully
before our hearts let us compare other
Sceriptures.

In Lev. xvi.,, we have Israel’s great day of
atonement. Various directions are given in
the opening verses. Verse 1l gives us the
first real action of the day—the killing of the
bullock. This is the death of the atoning
victim, the foundation of all. For us it is the
death of the Lord Jesus.

Now it might be supposed the next thing
would be the sprinkling of the blood; but
such was not the case. The first thing after
the death of the vietim was the burning of
the incense: “ And he shall take a censer
full of burning coals of fire from off the altar
before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet
incense beaten small, and bring it within the
vail ; and he shall put the incense upon the
fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the in-
cense may cover the mercy sent that is upon
the testimony, that he die not.”

What is this incense? And what is the
burning before the Lord? We learn from
Exod. EE_XX. 34-38, that this incense was a
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“ perfume, “pure and holy,” compounded
after the art of the apothecary. It was to be
- beaten small, and placed before the testi-
mony. It was to be “most holy,” and none
was to be made like it, on pain of death.
On the day of atonement it was burnt on the
censer before the Lord, immediately after
the killing of the bullock. Out of this burn-
ing arose a cloud-— the cloud of the incense”
—which covered the mercy seat. |

The killing of the bullock was in type the
death of Christ. That death was under the
fire of God’'s judgment. And what could this
cloud of incense be but the sweet savour of
Christ—the sweet and holy perfume which
arose out of that awful burning? Not the
sprinkling of the blood, but the burning of
this pure and holy incense, was the first
thing after the death of the holy victim.
And the sweet purfume of that most holy
and infinitely precious Sacrifice, was the
first thing that rose up before God in the
death of the Lord Jesus. That death of holy
obedience told out the glory of His person,
and spread abroad the savour of His perfec-
tions.

That tabernacle was the sanctuary of
Jehovah's glory. The mercy seat was His
throne. Between the Cherubim, over the
mercy seat, dwelt the Shechinah, the visible
cloud of glory, which witnessed the presence
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of Jehovah. The glory and majesty of Him
who dwelt there must be made good on that
day of atonement. " And this we have pre-
sented to us in type. Out of the burning
incense on the censer of the high priest arose
a cloud of glory that covered the mercy seat.
‘This was the glory that answered to the
glory between the cherubim-—glory equal
to that glory—glory giving its value to the
blood of the victim, which was to be sprink-
led before and on the mercy seat: and so it
‘was said, “that he die not.” In short, it is
the intrinsic personal glory and infinite per-
fections of the Son of man, witnessed in His
death on the cross, 1n which He sustained the
full weight of the glory and majesty of God
in the judgment of sin, and in that scene of
‘deepest anguish and unparalleled sorrow,
made good the truth that * God is love,” as
well as “light.”

Let us turn now to Ps. xxii. The psalm
opens with the ery, “ My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me ?” This was the cry
of the Lord Jesus on the cross, where He was
made sin for us; and where, under the holy
judgment of God, He bore our sins. In obe-
dience to the will of God, and for the glory of
God, He had gone down under the waves and
billows of divine judgment, and out of that
abyss of darkness and unequaled sorrow He
cried, and was not heard. Oh! where was
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ever sorrow like His sorrow ? The fathers
had cried to God, and had been delivered, but
to Him the heavens were brass. Lover and
friend were far away—mnone to comfort ; His
enemies were against Him ; the power and
malice and rage of Satan were there; yet all
this was as nothing compared with being
forsaken of God. It was the anguish of the
outer darkness. And yet, while the question
“ Why ?” ascends from those awful depths,
no murmur escapes His holy lips; though
stroke after stroke of divine judgment falls
upon Him for sins not His own, no word of
resentment or rebellion is heard. On the con-
trary He owns the holiness of the hand that
was bruising Him for sin; “ But thou art
holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of
Israel” (verse 3). What is this, but the ris-
ing up of the cloud of incense from the burn-
ing censer, the holy perfume of the glory of
the Son of man as tested under the fire of
(God’s judgment ? |
In Rev. xvi. we have the plagues and judg-
ments of God visited upon men because of
their wickedness, with the result that a
stream of blasphemy against God issues
from their wicked and rebellious hearts, the
pressure of judgment bringing out just what
was there. How different with Christ ! The
unmingled judgment of God falling upon
‘Him brought forth the utterance of praise
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—“Thou art holy.” It brought out just
what. was there—what He was. Bruise a
moxious weed, and it will emit its foulest
odours ; bruise a lovely rose, and it will emit
its sweetest perfume. . So with wicked men;
-80 with Christ. | | |
"Men ask: If wicked men are punished
‘eternally for their sins, why did not Christ
suffer eternally when He took the place of
the sinner? The answer is simple. The
judgment of God never produces repentance
in the sinner. Its only effect is to bring out
‘all the rebellion of a heart that is incorrig-
-ible enmity against God. Man’s rebellion
- and enmity continue forever, and God’s
judgment abides forever. But how was it
‘with Christ? He suffered for our sins, the
-Just for the unjust. The full weight of
God’s wrath and judgment fell upon Him
during the three hours of darkness. What
was the effect? Instead of enmity, resent-
ment or rebellion, there was perfect submis-
sion. The only answer to the crushing
blows of judgment was,—“But thou art
holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of
Israel.” This was the holy perfume of the
‘burning incense. 1 ask, could God go on
“bruising forever that holy and blessed One,
“when every stroke of judgmeut only brought
-out the intrinsic glory and moral loveliness
of what He was, the burnmg of the censer
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filling the very heavens with the sweet and
holy perfume of that precious incense? It
could not be. A moment must come when
God must say, I am satisfied, I am glorified,
and when the sword of divine judgment
must be put back in its scabbard., The char-
acter of the Victim was such that it must be
so0. The value of the work was commensu-
rate with the glory of the Person whose
work it was.

Oh! what a Saviour! what perfeetion !
what beauty! what moral loveliness! what
glory! Who would not worship and adere
in His presence! Who would not ery,
Worthy, worthy, worthy, the Lamb that
was slain! In His presence our souls have
rest, and our hearts adore, as we gaze upon
the glory that shone out amid the darkness
of Calvary,—the glory of Him who not only
glorified God, but who has met all our deep
need, and in the sweet savour of whose work
“we stand before God accepted forever,—yea,
“accepted in the Beloved.”

SANNAS N

Oh what a Saviour is Jesus the Lord !
Well might His name by His saints be
adored !
He has redeemed them from hell by His
blood,
Saved them for ever, and brought them to

God,
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BURNING AND EATING THE SACRI-
FICES.
( Hebrews i, 7-19.)

There was a twofold character in the offer-
ing which has its counterpart for us in
Christ: the want of firm grasp of this, to
distinguish and yet maintain them together
lies at the root of much want of enjoyment
and of feebleness in the children of God.
The first and most fundamental point
was, that in the offerings there was that

which was consumed. Being identified with
the sin of man, it was consumed under
the wrath and indignation of God, or it went
up as a savour of rest, as that which was
sweet and acceptable to God, as, for instance,
in the burnt-offering. In the sin-offering
there was God’s judgment of sin, and there-
fore the greater part was burnt outside the
camp. DBut besides this there was another
character that entered into the sacrifices.
In very many cases men partook of them.
In the meat-offering and peace-offering such
was the fact, and even in the offering for sin
the priest had a portion.

This is what is referred to here. These
Jewish Christians were in great danger of
forgetting their privileges. They had aban-
doned everything that they had once revered
as the religion given them by God; they
were no longer gazing on thmgs that Sha,d-
owed His glory. The grandeur, the magnifi-
cence, the glory of the Levitical institutions,
were all lett behind. God was not now, as of
old, thundering from heaven. He had
wrought with infinitely greater moral glory.
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He had sent His Son from heaven. Pardon:
and peace had been brought, and joy and
liberty in the Holy Ghost: but all this was
unseen. [t s, however, one thing to enter into
the comfort of the truth when all <s bright and
 fresh, and another thing to hold it fast in teme:

of reproach, shame, derision, and the falling
arway of some. When the first joy is some-
what lessened, the heart naturally returns.
to what it had once rested on. And there is.
always this danger for us—when evil is felt,.
the blessing not being so present to the soul.
Who among us that has long known Christ,.
known qu ways, has not felt this snare?
And what is the divine remedy ? It is just
that which the Holy Ghost here uses, “Jesus.
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever.” We must not sever this verse
from the succeeding one, “ Be not carried
about with divers and strange doctrines,
ete.” The Holy Ghost would guard these
Jewish behevers against that which, com-.
pared with our own proper Christian bless-
ings, is mere trash ; earthly priesthood, holy
places, offerings, tithes, etc. These things.
after all, were but 1]()Velt]65 compared with
the old thln o, which is JEeEsus. Looked at
historically, Christianity may seem a new
thing. He had been but recently manifested ;
but who was He ? and whence had He come ?
He was “ the First-born of every creature;”
yvea, the Creator. ‘ All things were created
by Him, and for Him; . . . and He is
betore all things, and by Him all things con-
s1st.” He was the One whom God mtc,nded
to manifest from all eternity, and here we
see Him in complete person-—* Jesus Christ,
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the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever.” Through Him God could bless ; with
Him He would have us occupied.
We are told a little before to remember
them that had the rule over us; to follow
their faith, even if themselves were gone.
But these all pass out of the scene, while
“ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-
day, and for ever.” This is the only thing
that abides unchangeably, and establishes
too. “Meats have not profited those who
have been occupied therein.” Many might
have abstained (it was God’s bidding that
they should); but if occupied with the thing
it was not for their profit. Christ was the
substance ; all else was shadow. Therefore,
he goes on to say, “ We have an altar where-
of they have no right to eat which serve the
tabernacle.” If others have the husk, we
are feeding on the kernel. (The “taber-
nacle” was used to express the Jewish thing.)
Ewerything had passed away in Christ. In
Philippians the apostle could speak con-
temptously of eircumeision in contrast with
having Christ, even though it had been of
God. To be occupied with i1t, now that Christ
was come, was to be outside, to be of ¢ the
concision.”
- *“To raT.” 1t was not merely the offering,

nor the burning of the offering, but the par-
taking of it. We have got Christ Himself,
and our sins put away—sin, root and branch,
dealt with by God. 'There is not now one
question unsettled for us who believe. Has
He one question unsettled with Christ?
And if not with Christ, He has not with us;
for He died and rose for us, and we are one
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with Him. As in the Jewish system, God
and the offerer had their portions in the
sacrifices, so now we may say that God has
His own portion in the same Christ on whom
we feed. The entrance into this exceedingly
blessed thought is one of the things which
the children of God greatly fail in—that we
are seated by God Himself at the same table
where He has His own joy and portion. Of
course there i1s that in which we cannot
share. In the burnt-offering all went up to
God. The sweet fragrance of all that Christ
was goes up to Him. We must remember
that God has His infinite joy in Christ; and
not only for what He is in Himself, but for
that which He has done for my sins. When
we think of this, all of self is absorbed, and
must sink before it. The old nature we have
still ; yet «“ we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live after the flesh,” but “through. the
Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body.”
But, while treating the old nature, its likings
and dislikings, as a hateful thing, we must
remember that the new life needs sustain-
ing; it grows by feeding. As in natural life,
the mere possession of riches will not sustain
life. It is not only true that Christ is my
life in the presence of God, but I must make
Christ my own for my food, eating of Him
day by day (John vi.). He is 1n very deed
given to us to be turned by faith into
nourishment for us. And the sweet thing
is, that we are entitled thus to think of
Christ, given by God to be this food for us.
Tt is not only that Christ is God’s, but He is
ours too. “QOur fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
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THE RESURRECTION,
THE FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH OF THE GOSPE]L.

Many have, perhaps, been able, in looking
at the Church’s hope in Christ, to see the im-
portance of the doctrine of the resurrection ;
but the more we search the Seriptures, the
more we perceive, in this doctrine, the fun-
damental truth of the Gospel—that truth
which gives to redemption its character, and
to all other truths their real power. For in-’
stance, who does not know that Christianity
has its root and its foundation in that solemn
and allimportant event, the death of our
blessed Saviour? DBut if it had been possible
that death could have held the Saviour in his
power; death, instead of being the founda-
tion of joy and the certainty of salvation,
would have been the source of a black des-
pair which nothing could have dissipated.

- It is the resurrection which throws its
bright beams even into the dark tomb of
Christ, the tomb of the only righteous One,
and the trophy of the apparent vietory of
the prince of this world. It is the resurrec-
tion which explains the reason of that mo-
mentary submission to the power of the
devil and subjection to the necessary judg-
ment of God. We see also how this truth
characterizes the preaching of the apostles.
We read (Acts iv.) that the priests were
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“grieved that they preached through Jesus
the resurrection from the dead.” < 'This

Jesus,” said they, “hath God raised up,
whereof we all are witnesses;” and when
they were about to choose some one to fill
the vacancy which the crime and death of
Judas had made in the number of the
apostles, Peter, standing up in the midst of
them, declared that the resurrection ought
to be the solemn subject of their testimony :
“ Wherefore,” said he, “ of these men which
have companied with us all the time that
the Lord Jesns went in and out among
us, beginning from the baptism of John,
unto that same day that he was taken up
from us, must one be (genesthar) .a witness
with us of his resurrection.” Amnd not to
multiply passages, Paul says, “If Christ be
not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in
yvour sins:” (1 Cor. xv,) and the whole chap-
ter shows us the importance of the resurrec-
tion of believers, as well as that of Christ
Himself—two truths indissolubly united and
developed in the New Testament. And it is
a remarkable thing, amidst the subtleties and
resources of Satan, that as he opposed the
pretended righteousness of the Pharisees to
the perfect and divine righteousness of Christ
our Saviour, so had he prepared the incredu-
lity of the Sadducees to oppose this fundamen-
tal doctrine of the resurrection, preached by
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the apostles who were witnesses of it (Aects
v, 17).

It is by this doctrine of the resurrection.and
by the glory which shall follow the resurrec-
tion itself, that the foundation and the hopes
of the christian faith are bound together;
and by the same doctrine it is that justifica-
tion and that which is the power of the
christian life-—sanctification,* are necessar-
ily united.

I't is commonly said that the resurrection
of Christ is the proof of the truth of the
christian religion, and the demonstration
that the work of Christ in His death was
accomplished. That is indeed a truth for in-
fidels. If we would prove the truth of
Christianity to those who do not believe,
the fact of the resurrection is the pivot, so
to speak, on which the evidence of its truth
turns. God gave it for this end. But for

*The believer is sanctified through and in Christ,
and it is his actual sanctification whlch is the source
of all practical holiness: he is holy, and thuefore is
to be ““holy in all manner of conversation.” This

rinciple, that God has sa,nctlﬁed us and that there-
?OIe we are to be holy in spirit and ways, has ever
been the same. God has separated from existing evil
to Himself, and then given a variety of directions to
keep the so separated person in practical separation.
See, as to Israel’s sanctification, Lev, xx. 24-26. Sanc-
tification now is God’s sepa,mtmn of individuals from
the world unto Himself in- Christ, so that those. so
separated are ‘‘not of the world, even as Christ was
not of the world.” They are in: Him as risen and

sanctified in the power of a new life, if this be real in
them.
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Christians, for those who already believe in
the blessed Saviour, for those whose hope is
already founded on the certainty of the
word, and who desire to find the power of
that word in their souls, the resurrection, as
set forth in the Scriptures, contains much
more. N

The misery of the Church, and one of the
consequences of her long slumber, has been
to be satisfied with having, by the grace of
God, recovered, as far as it is indeed the
case, the truth of the completeness of the
work of Christ. There Christians are too
often apt to stop, or rather in the hope of
having a part in it. We little think of
searching the word to discover the riches
contained in it, to find the revelation of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ, the
portion and heritage of every one born of
God.

Sometimes this indolence of the flesh ex-
euses itself under the name of wisdom, which
would avoid speculative knowledge; some-
times even under an outward activity which
has little real power, because it is habit and
duty (or at least it is the consequence of habit
and duty). and not the expression of the life
of a soul constrained by the love of Christ
acting powerfully in it. It is not thus with
lively Christians: they hunger. and thirst
after God. And where shall they find that
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which shall satisfy their desires, if not in
Christ, and in all the glory which is His, in
the goodness and power He has shown forth,
and which alone can satisfy the souls of His
believing people ?

Paul had none of those thoughts, wise as
they may seem according to the flesh, when
he spoke of the doctrine in question. He re-
garded all things as loss in comparison of
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus his Lord, for whom he had suffered
the loss of all things, and counted them but
dung, so that he might have Christ as his
gain and be found in Him, not having his
own righteousness, which was of the law,
but that which was of faith in Christ, the
righteousness of God by faith ; that he might
know Jesus Christ, and the power ot His
resurrection from among the dead. One
thing he did, forgetting the things which
were behind and reaching forth to those
which were before, he pressed toward the
mark for the prize of the calling on high of
God in Christ Jesus (Phil. iii.).

He found, then, in the resurrection, not
only the evidence of the foundation of his
faith (Rom. 1. 4) and the proof of the accom-
plishment of the satisfaction for sin (1 Cor.
xv. 17), but much more still. The resurrec-
tion was, to this apostle of the faith as well
as to Peter, the object and source of a living
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hope, the power of the life within. He
sought to know the power of the resurree-
tion ; he suffered the loss of all things, if by
any means he might attain unto it. If the
Church has lost her life, her spiritual power,
it is not by concealing from herself that
which acted with such energy on the soul of
the apostle Paul, which presented itself as
the dawn of blessing to the mind of Peter,
that she can hope to recover it. Beloved
brethren, let us then seek the truth on this
point and examine the blessed word of our
God, that we may be instructed on these
powerful objects of faith ; and may the Spirit
of God guide us into all truth, according to
His gracious promise—a promise He never
fails to fulfil; let us then expect 1ts accom-
plishment !

I said that the foundation and the hopes of
the christian faith are bound up together in
this truth. 1 Cor. xv., clearly shows the
resurrection to be the object of christian
hope. As it regards ourselves, the same
chapter teaches us that it is also its founda-
tion. ¢ If Christ be not raised, your faith is
vain'; ye are yet in your sins.”

With regard to the person of Christ (the
fundamental truth of the whole of Christ-
ianity), we find that He was declared to be
the Son of God with power, according to the
Spirit of holiness, by resurrection from the
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dead (Rom. i. 4). In the same Epistle we
read, “ who was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justification”
(iv. 25). In chap. viii. of the same Epistle we
find that the glory of the risen Christ is the
object of our hope: *“ He has predestinated
us to be conformed to the image of his Son,
that he might be the first-born among many
brethren” (ver. 29). What can be more beau-
tiful, more striking? The manner in which
these are brought together is very clear.
The Church sees Christ glorified at the right
hand of God. There she sees the evidence
that all has been accomplished for her, and
that a righteousness belongs to her in the
person of Christ, which will not defile even
the throne of God. But in this glory she
also sees the result of that righteousness
(see Phil. ii. 6-11). =~ She sees in the person of
Christ the glory consequent upon it; that is
to say, the glory which belongs also to the
Church herself, as participating in this right-
eousness, by union with Christ: “The glory
which thou gavest me, I have given them”
(John xvii. 22). Here we have the true sense
of Gal. v.5: “ We, through the Spirit, wait
for the hope of righteousness by faith.” We
do not wait for righteousness, we have it al-
ready in Christ by faith. Such is specially
the position of the Church. Justified by
faith, but seeing in Christ not only this
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righteousness accomplished, but also the
glory, and, so to speak, the recompense con-
séquent upon it, we, as justified, as filled
with the Spirit through which we thus be-
hold Christ-—the Spirit whose presence is the
seal of that righteousness, we wait for the
glory as that which belongs to us, as that
which is due to the righteousness in which
we participate. |

The use which Paul makes of this truth as
regards the justification of the sinner, is
- very remarkable; and we shall see that, by
laying the resurrection as the foundation of
justification by faith, justification is insepar-
ably united to sanectification. In the end of
Romans iii., the apostle had spoken of the
blood of Christ, as the thing which God had
proposed as the object of justifying faith.
In chap. iv., he continues the subject; and
speaking of the justification of Abraham, he
proves that he was justified by faith: but
the subject of his faith was, that his seed
should equal the stars in number. How
could such a truth as this become the subject
of a justifying faith? We have the apostle's
answer: “he considered not his own body
now dead,” “being fully persuaded, that
what God had promised, He was able also to
perform ; and therefore it was imputed to
him for righteousness ; and not to him only,
but to us also, if we believe on Him that

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

93

raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”
Faith, then, in the power of “God, who
quickeneth the dead,” was the faith that
justified Abraham. Peter gives the same
character to justifying faith: “You,” says
he, “who by him do believe in God that
raised Him up from the dead” (1 Pet. i. 21).

The Church sees Christ dead for the sins
that she had committed : this is the end of
all that she had done, as descended from the
first Adam ; of all that the members do, as
having in them by extraction from him, the
nature of the first Adam. The amazing love
of the Saviour led Him to put Himself in the
place of the Church, and to become her sub-
stitute in meeting the pains of death, the
just judgment of the most holy God, and the
sufferings consequent upon His wrath—a
judgment which He felt in all its power
(because He was Himself holy) even accord-
ing to the power of God—wrath of which He
felt all the weight, all the horror, because He
loved according to the love of God. He, I
say, having given Himself unto death for
that object, giving up the ghost, bowed
beneath the weight of our sins. Satan, the
prince of this world, who had the power of
~death, though finding nothing in Christ to
give him power over Him, rejoiced in his
victory over the only just One, the only hope
of the world, saying, by the mouth of his
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servants, “ Aha ! aha !” and death boasted of
having swallowed its only noble Vietim.
But its joy was short; the triumph of the
prince of darkness was but the display of
his defeat. He had had to meet, not men
captive in his power in the first Adam, but
the Captain of our salvation. He had had to
enter into combat with Him-—he had had to
put forth all his power, all his strength,
against Him who had taken our cause in
hand. But Christ had submitted Himself to
the justice of God, not to those who persee-
uted Him whom God had stricken. The
devil outwardly carried out the sentence;
because he had the power of death over us
by the judgment of God, but the sentence
itself was God’s justice against us; and God’s
justice was satisfied, and Satan’s power
destroyed: ¢ Through death, he destroyed
him who had the power of death” (Heb. ii.14).

The resurrection shone upon the world,
like the rising of the sun. Faith alone
beheld it, the faith of those whose eyes were
opened to see the great and sure result of
the combat, the consequences of this judg-
ment of God—the faith of those whom God
had chosen to give testimony to the complete
victory of Him, who alone had undertaken,
who alone could undertake the combat; to
give testimony, I say, to a world whose blind-
ing by Satan was clearly demonstrated. The
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victory was gained by Christalone ; but the
Church, as the object of it, participates in all
its results. It is very much to lower the
position of the Church, merely to say she is
blessed by Christ, blessed of God. She is
blessed with Christ ; she is the companion of
His glory, the co-heritor of all the promises.
She has fellowship with Him who blesses;
she enters into the joy of her Lord. Partaker
of the divine nature, she feels derivatively,
and in communion with Him who is its
source, the joy, the delight which the God of
love finds in blessing, because He is love
itself. How is it, then, that the Church par-
ticipates here below in the victory of Christ,
and in the fruits of that victory? 1t is by
union with Him, who has been to every one
of her members a quickening Spirit, and has
quickened them and united them to Himself’
as members of His body.

‘Christ is their life, and they are rendered
partakers, in virtue of their union with Him,.
of all the consequences of what He has.done,.
of all that is in Him as risen, of all the
favour in which He stands before God—a
life and union which make them the objects
of the satisfaction which God takes in Him,
and which will make them, when the time
is come, partictpators in all the glory to
which He 1s heir, and in which He will be:
manifested. The Church is looked at by
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God, and consequently by faith also, as dead
with Christ: her sins being put upon Him,
the remembrance of them before God is
buried in the grave of Christ. As the just
God, He remembers them no more: to do so
would be not to estimate aright the blood of
Christ, not to be just towards Him. ¢« He is
faithtul and just to forgive us.”

The blood of Christ, and not our sins, is
before the eyes of God. He esteems us as
bought with the price of His blood.

But the saints are also looked at as risen
with Christ, living before the Father in the
life of Christ, chastised by the Father (who
loves them perfectly as He loves the Son
Himself) when they turn aside from the
ways which please Him—ways suitable to
such a life, to such a union. “I1am the vine,”
said Jesus, “my Fatheris the husbandman.”
God righteously regards us in Christ, our
sins being gone in the cross. In love He
chastens us as being in Christ, when we do
not walk in His ways according to the
power of the risen Christ, as co-heritors of
the glory which He inherited in resurrec-
tion. | -
The Scriptures speak thus on the subject :
“ Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the inher-
itance of the saints in light, who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness,.

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)
97
and hath translated us into the kingdom of
His dear Son” (Col. i. 12, 13).

“ Buried with Him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with Him through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised Him from the dead. And you, being
dead in your sins and the uneircumcision of
your flesh, hath He quickened together with
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
His eross ; and having spoiled principalities
and powers, He made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in jit " (Col. ii. 12-15).
The victory of Satan over the first Adam
rendered him master of his possessions and
of his inheritance: “The creature is subject
to vanity.” The victory of the Second Adam
over Satan spoiled him of all that which he
had taken from the first Adam.

God, in the loving-kindness and wisdom of
His counsels, has not yet manifested the
results ; but the victory is fully gained. The
Church knows it--at least she ought to know
it. The consequences to us are these: *If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sit-
teth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on
the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

08

hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory” (Col. iii. 1-4).
The prayer of the apostle for the Ephesians
on the same subject, runs thus: “The eyes
of your understanding being enlightened,
that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling,” the calling of the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory (He is
called the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
because Christ is regarded as head of the
Church and as man), ““and what the riches
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
and what the exceeding greatness of his
power to usward who believe, according to
the working of his mighty power which he
wrought in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places, far above all prineip-
ality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that which is to come :
and hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to
the Church, which is his body, the fulness of
him that filleth all in all.” - And when we
“ were dead in sins,” continues the Spirit by
the mouth of the apostle, “he hath quick-
ened us together with Christ (by grace ye
are saved) and hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places
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in Christ Jesus” (Eph.ii. 56). The saints,
then, are regarded by &God as risen with
Christ, and consequently as perfectly justi-
fied from all their sins. They are clean,
according to the cleanness with which Christ
appears before God, being presented to God
in Him and with Him. But how does the
saint actually now participate in blessings
so great ? 1t is by partaking of that life, in
the power of which Christ is risen. Thus it
is, then, that by the doctrine of the resur-
rection, as it is set forth in the Scriptures,
justification and sanctification become neces-
sarily united ; thus it is that T share in the
righteousness of God, by being quickened
with the life in which Christ was raised from
the dead, coming up out of the grave, all our
trespasses being forgiven. But this life is
the life of holiness here below. It is the
source of holiness in us : it is holiness itself,
the life of God in us. It is in this that we
have the will to belong to God, acknowledg-
ing the grace which has redeemed us, and
convinced that our life 1s not of us but of
God. It is in the power of this life that we
seek the things which are above, which are
in Christ and which are Iis, that our affec-
tions are carried out towards God ; and in
this consists true sanctification, the old man
being judged as dead, because Christ has
died on account of it. *The body is dead on
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account of sin "—that is its only fruit—* the
spirit is life because of righteousness.” Christ
then, in giving us the life, which is a new
and holy nature in us, makes us partakers of

all that He has done for us as risen from the
dead, and of all His acceptance before the
Father of glory.

Moreover, we cannot rightly estimate sin
but by the resurrection, and for this reason,
it 1s the doctrine of the resurrection, and of
our being raised with Christ, which teaches
us that we were dead in sin. Otherwise it
would perhaps be a healing, an amelioration
of man such as he 1s, a preservation from
death by the help of Christ, a troubling of
the waters, that we might plunge into them
ourselves and be healed. In this way it is,
that the natural man looks at the extent of
sin, as the Jews, and Martha and Mary
expressed it, when they said, ¢ Could not this
man, which opened the eyes of the blind,
have caused that even this man should not
have died ?” “If thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died.”

But if we have been raised with Christ, it
is because we were dead in our sins. The
doctrine of our entire misery, our complete
tall, flows from, and (so to speak) springs out
of, th1s truth : and the blessing is proportlon-
ate ; for death is passed, and everything that
belon s to the old man is dead, through
faith, w1th Him. We have another life quite
new, in which we live, saying, “ We are
debtors, not to the flesh to live after the
flesh 7 (Rom. viii. 12).

] . (To .be.continued.).
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RISEN AND ASCENDED.

“ While He blessed them, He was parted from
them, and carvied up into heaven.”—
Luke xxiv. 51.

All hail, O glorious Son of God,
In triumph risen again—
All heaven resounds with joyful laud
The songs of ransomed men ;
The mighty chains of death are riven,
The risen Christ is throned in heaven.

Before Thee all the shining hosts
The mighty angels bend ;

Thy saved ones from a thousand coasts
Their psalms of victory blend—

I join that song so passing sweet,

I cast my crown before Thy feet.

0O joy! the second Adam stands
Within God’s paradise—

No longer barred by flaming brands
The shining pathway lies—

Within, the glorious Head has passed :

Each member must be there at last.

Behind us lie the cross and grave,
Before, eternal bliss ; |

There blossoms from the garden cave,
The Tree of righteousness ;

The Face that shame and spitting bore.

Is crowned with radiance evermore,
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With Mary, O my Lord, I bow
In rapture at Fh teet
In spirit humbly klb% them now
And soon in presence sweet ;
My name upon Thy lips dn’me,
The lips that tell me “Thou art mine.”

Thou livest far from earthly strife,
In God’s eternal peace—

And there with Thee is hid my life, -
And there my wanderings cease ;
'The secret place where still and blest

I rest in Thine eternal rest.

N NSNS
THE RESURRECTION,
THE FUNDAMENTAIL TRUTH OF THE GOSPEJL.

(Concluded from page 100.)

There is another consequence, namely, the
feeling of the entire favour of God attached
to the idea of being a son-—“the grace in
which we stand.” Having entered by the
cross, we stand in the favour of God in the
holy place ; having received not the spirit of
bondage, but the Spirit of adoption, we cry,
“ Abba Father!” Our participation in the
resurrection is our being born of God. As
delivered, we stand before God as His ehil-
dren, His accepted ones, His holy ones. Love
was manifested towards us in that Christ
came into the world to die for us. Love is

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

103

accomplished toward us in that we are in
Him, such as He is before God, even in this
world, because we are united to Him by the
Spirit He has given us. Our filial relation
to the Father, as being purified from sin,
clothed with the robe of righteousness (a
relation which gives joy to the soul), flows
from this doctrine. He has given us the priv-
ilege to become children of God-—not ser-
vants, but children.

Here then are some sweet results from
this truth, which exist even here. Our union
with Christ is the foundation. We may fol-
low these results, even as regards our body,
into the glory. The resurrection of Christ
is the first-fruits, that of the saints the har-
vest. There is an intimate econnection
between the resurrection of the saints and
the resurrection of Christ, on account of the
union of the Church with Him, because of
the one Spirit which is the Spirit of Christ,
and which dwells in Him and in all the
members of His body.

It is not thus with regard to the Wleked
. dlthough it 1s the power of Christ which
raises them ; yet it is not because of union
with Him, nor beecause of His Spirit dwelling
in them ; for the Spirit does not dwell in
them. Therefore actual resurrection is a
thing Whl(h belongs to the saints, as a full
acgomp_hshment in result, of their union with

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

104

Christ, not as a necessary preliminary to
their judgment ; indeed Christ has already
been judged for them and sutfered thepenalty
of all their sins.

- The resurrection of the saints is the con-
sequence of their having passed through the
judgment of their sins in Christ, not the pre-
liminary to their judgment by Christ.

It is the reception by Christ of the Church,
who suffered with Him that she might be in
the glory with Him in His kingdom ; as in
John xiv., “ In my Father's house are many
mansions.” Christ is not gone there to be
alone: “ If it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you unto myself ;
that where I am, there ye may be also.”
This is the judgment of the church at the
return of Christ. They are manifested before
His judgment seat, but already glorified.
This does not deny a difference of glory
among the saints, that some will be on His
right hand and others on His left in His
kingdom. It only shews that the resurrec-
tion of the saints is the result of the accom-
plishment of their judgment in Christ, and
the full completeness of the life which i«
already possessed as risen with Him, the
effect of the union of the saints with Him, as
dwelt in by the same Spirit. It is necessary
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that, when Christ is manifested, the bodies of
those whoare His should also enjoy the priv-
ileges of the kingdom, as part of that which
He has purchased, thus delivering them com-
pletely and finally from the power of Satan
andofdeath. “If the Spirit of him who raised
up Jesus from the dead,” says the apostle to
the Romans, “ dwell in you, he who raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies because of his Spirit which
dwelleth in you ;"—a passage which evi-
dently reveals to us, that the resurrection of
the saints is a counsequence of the resur-
rection of Christ; that, in fact, the resur-
rection is a consequence of the interest
which God takes in her, as He does in Christ
her Head.

We shall see then that many passages
manifest this special place of the saints in the
resurrection, and that the Scriptures speak
of the resurrection of the Church as a thing
entirely distinct from the resurrection of the
wicked. In this manner, Paul, in a passage
already quoted, says, (Phil iii,) “if by any
means I may attain unto the resurrection
from [exanastasin] the dead.” Alsoin1 Cor.
xv., *“ Christ the first-fruits, afterwards they
that are Christ’'s at his coming.” In Luke
xx., we find, in one of our Lord’s discourses
on this subject, that the existence of the
relation between God and Abraham neces-
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sarily supposed the resurrection, not merely
the life of his separated spirit. Many other
passages declare also this truth, and more-
over that this resurrection was a thing which
belonged exclusively to the children of God.
He speaks of ¢ those who shall be accounted
worthy to obtain the resurrection from the
dead.” How are they found worthy to
obtain the resurrection, if the resurrection is
a thing common to the saints and to the
world (in a word, if the saints and the world
are raised together)? The Lord adds,
“ Neither can they die any more; for they
are equal unto the angels, and are the child-
ren of God, being the children of the resur-
restion.” See how the power of the resur-
rection is identified with this privilege of
being children of God.

The subject is treated of in a connected
manner in John v, 21-29: “ For as the Father
raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them,
even g0 the Son quickeneth whom he will.
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son, that
all should honour the Son even as they
honour the Father . ... Verily, verily, I say
unto you, he that heareth my word and
believeth on him that sent me hath everlast-
ing life and shall not come into the judgment,
but is pab%ed from death unto life..... The
hour is commg in the which all that are in

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

107

the graves shall hear his voice aud shall come
forth; they that have done good unto the
resurrection of life ; and they that have done
evil unto the resurrection of judgment.”
Here are two great means of upholding and
of vindicating the glory of the humbled Son.
He quickens—He judges. He quickens and
the Father quickens also. He alone judges
~—the Father judges no man.

The saints are quickened in order to have
fellowship with the Father and the Son.
Christ, in judgment, claims and maintains
His glory and His right over all those who
have neglected Him, or who were opposed to
His glory, in order that all, even the wicked.
should honour the Son as they honour the
Father. | X
" To this end we find that there are two
resurrections: the resurrection unto life,
that is to say, the fulfilment of His work in
the quickening of the saints, applying to
their bodies the power of the resurrection,
which had already been applied to their
souls. when they were converted; and the
resurrection unto judgment, in order that
those who have done evil should be judged.
I do not here speak of the interval; but I
merely say that there are two resurrections,
which are different, as well in their objects
and character, as in the persons who will
take part in them. I will just remark, by
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the way, that the expression, on which those
who object to the interpretation which sup-
poses an interval of time between these two
resurrections rest their opinions, has in no
respect the force which they attach to it.
The Lord says, “The hour is coming.” “See,”
say they, *“a proof that the resurrection of
the just and the unjust will take place at
the same time,” forgetting that the Lord
uses the same word (in ver. 25) to specify
the time of His ministry, and, at the least,
1800 years of a new period which com-
menced at His resurrection.

These two characters of the two resurrec-
tions, of which I have spoken, are very im-
portant, and distinguish in every sense these
two events. The one, that of the saints who
have suffered with Christ, being the applica-
tion to our bodies of the power of the life of
Christ, who has saved us, in order to accom-
plish His word toward us— resurrection
being the redemption of the body, and the
consequence of what Christ did when He
saved us from the judgment ; the other, the
vindicating His glory in judgment, and the
exercise of the justice of the living God
against all those who have sinned. The first
resurrection, consequently, is that which we
anxiously wait for, to the end that we may be
with Him, and, when Christ appears, we may
also appear with Him in glory (Col. iii. 4)—
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an epoch which the whole creation is ex-
pecting : see Rom. viii. 19, 21, where it is
called “the manifestation of the sons of
God,” “the glorious liberty of the children
of God.”

There is a passage in the Scriptures
which has struck me much on this subject,
and which conveys a special instruction on
the difference there is between viewing the
resurrection as an event common to the
Church and the world, or as a privilege
which bhelongs separately to the Church in
consequence of the power of the life which is
in Christ. I speak of John xi. Jesus says to
Martha, “Thy brother shall rise again.
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.” Hereis real faith, a truth she had well
learnt. She was not a Sadducee. This is
~the faith of the Church generally; “he will
rise again at the last day.” Without doubt.
The same thing might be said of the most
wicked man. “Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection and the life : he that believ-
eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die. Believest thou this? "—
that is, the power of Jesus when present,
the power which He will manifest when He
comes again. ‘“She saith unto him, Yea,
Lord ; I believe that thou art the Christ, the
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Son of God, which should come into the
world.” Here again 1s a good confession ;
those who are saved doubtless believe it also.
But here, in fact, the faith of the greatest
part of the Church stops. “And when she
had so said, she went her way, and called
Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master
is come, and calleth for thee.” Why did she
do this ? why so much haste to quit Jesus,
that good Comforter, and to call her sister ?
Was there not the secret.consciousness that
she could not hold converse with Jesus on
subjects such as these? She believed Him to
be the Son of God:; but “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life” was something too deep
for her; her heart was not at ease in the
company of Jesus speaking thus. And have
we nothing similar to this? Are not the
sweetest, the most blessed privileges of the
Church, too often the things which send the
children of God away? They are not at
their ease when Christ speaks of such things.
They must go and seek some Mary. It is a
call for some other person than for them.
What were the different characters of these
two women, both loved of the Lord? “A
woman, named Martha, received him into
her house ; and she had a sister called Mary,
which also sat at Jesus’ feetr and heard his
word. But Martha was cumbered about
much serving.” The heart of Martha was
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not at ease, through her want of communion
with Jesus, and could not enter into the most
blessed and encouraging truths in the things
which the heart of Jesus, full of consoling
power, poured forth to relieve the miseries
by whieh it was broken. To wunderstand
them was beyond the habits of Martha’s
mind ; and saying all that she could say in
answer to Jesus, she goes to seek some one
who, her conscience tells her, is more ¢ap-
" able of understanding that which had justpro-
ceeded from the heart of Jesus-—more cap-
able of maintaining communion with Him
and of sustaining a conversation which was
painful to herself, because her spiritual
understanding was unequal to 1t. How often
18 Martha’s state called wisdom ! How often
are the things with which the heart of Jesus
overflows—the revelations of our blessing—
designated things likely to trouble the
Church, perhaps even regarded as reveries!
How often does the Church persist in re-
maining in darkness, fleeing from Jesus and
His goodness, to conceal from herself her in-
capacity of communion with Him in these
things—satisfied with herself, because she
can make the confession of Martha, because
she can say with her, “ Yea, Lord, thou art
the Christ, the Son of God, which should
come into the world !~

~“T am rich, I have need of nothing.” Poor
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Church—yes, poor every one of us! May
the love of Jesus shine upon thee! O may
He give thee such confidence in His love that
thou mayest never tire of drawing from His
heart those sweet truths which are enclosed
therein—truths which attach the soul to
Him, and which give strength of soul to
walk in the world separated in heart unto
Hin:-—truths which give power to that secret
communion with Him which will make us
faithful in His absence, joyful in His pres-
ence, calm in soul in the midst of all the
misery of a world ruined by death, hasten-
ing to run towards Him when we hear those
sweet words, “The Master is come and call-
eth for thee.” Be it so, O Jesus our Lord!
Deign, O deign to look upon Thy Church, Thy
poor Church, who loves Thee and whom
Thou lovest. If she i1s weak, O strengthen
her: if she has turned aside, O God, she
loves Thee. Bring her, O bring her back to
Thyself, even to Thyself—her blessedness
and her joy, her eternal joy, her Saviour
and her strength. Bring her near to Thee.
Where can she find that which shall renew
her strength, if not in Thee, who art the
resurrection and the life ? |

One thing only remains to finish the sketch

which T have attempted to make of this im-
portant subject. 1 well know that, far
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from having exhausted, I have but slightly
touched upon it.

With respect to the dispensations of God,
the resurrection is the fundamental subject
of the word of God, since sin and death
entered into the world, and sin reigns unto
death. If sin reigns unto death, then res-
urrection only can be the victory over it;
and it is a complete and final victory. For
he that is dead is free or justified from sin:
“ Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe
we shall also live with Him ; knowing that
Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no
more ; death hath no more dominion over
him.” (Rom, vi. 7-9.) Throughout the
Scriptures we find this truth more or less
fully disclosed—the foundation of every hope
and of all moral judgment (see Ps. xvii.,
xlix. ; Isa. xxxviii.). And even the restora-
tion of the Jewish peeple is described as a
resurrection (see HEzek. xxxvii.; Isa. xxvi.;
Rom. xi. 15). There is the source of
joy, as in Ps. xvi,, Job xix. And it was
a truth so positive—a notion so neces-
sary to the thoughts of God and of His
righteous ones, that when God said, “I am
the God of Abraham,” the Lord explains it as
shewing that Abraham was to be raised ;
for « God is not the God of the dead but of
the living ” (Matt. xxii. 32).

" Isaid that one thing only remained.

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

114

- It is generally thought that Revelation
xX., is the only support which the word of
God gives to the notion of a separate resur-
rection of the Church. We have already
seen that this idea is connected with all the
truths in the word of God.
- That the saints will rise when Christ comes,
is a thing acknowledged, as we have seen (1
Cor. xv. 23; Phil. iii. 20, 21 ; 1 Thess. iv. 15-
17). In the Apocalypse, xix.. xx., we get the
details. There we see that the resurrection
of the saints will precede, by a thousand
years, the resurrection of the rest of the
dead, in order that they who have suffered
with Christ, should also reign with Him
when He takes the kingdom, and that they
should appear with Him in glory when He
appears who is their life. This is the
important and striking completion of this
great truth-—a completion which crowns
with results so important; a truth, which
having its root in the lower parts of the
earth, that is, in the grave of Christ, draw-
ing its strength from thelife of God, stretches
out its branches, and lifts its glorious head
towards heaven, covering with its spreading
boughs all the inhabitants of a blest earth—
the tree of life, from which are gathered the
fruits of all the promises of God.

Christian, do you know the power of the
resurrection of Christ? Are your thoughts
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those of one who is risen with Him, set on
things above, where Christ is sitting at the
right hand of God ? Is your salvation a thing
accomplished for your soul, so that in the
perfect confidence of a new life before God,
you can, under the conduct of the good Shep-
herd, as sheep known of the Lord, go in and
out and find good pasture in the fields of His
delight ? Are you, as being raised up with
Him, dead to sin, dead to the pleasures, to
the greatness, to the fading glory of a world
which ecrueified the Lord of glory? Do the
things of the world exercise no longer an
influence over your thoughts-—over your
life ; those things which, as far as man was
concerned, caused the death of Jesus? Do
yvou not desire to be something in the world?
Ah! you do not hold yourselves for dead :
the darkness which surrounded the cross is
still upon your hearts ; you do not breathe
the fresh air of the resurrection of Jesus, of
the presence of your God. Oh, dull and
senseless people of God '—people ignorant of
your real treasures, of your real liberty!
Yes, to be alive with Christ is to be dead to
all that the flesh desires.

But if the risen life of Chr 1cst the joy of
the light of His presence, the divine and
tender love of which Jesus is the expression
and the object, beam on you—if the beauty
of holiness in the heavenly places—if the
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universal and perfect homage rendered to
God by hearts which never tire, whose ado-
rations serve but to renew their strength-—if
all things full of the glory of God, giving
occasion to praises, whose source never dries
up, and whose subjects never fail—if these
things please you, then mortify your mem-
bers which are upon the earth. “Ye are
come unto Mount Zion; and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem ; and
to an innumerable company of angels, the
general assembly ; and to the Church of the
first-born who are written in heaven ; and to
God the Judge of all ; and to the spirits of
just men made perfect; and to Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant; and to the
blood of sprinkling that speaketh better
things than that of Abel.” And think you
that the honours, the glory. the greatness,
the pleasures, the lusts, of this world, of
which Satan is the prince, can enter there?
The gate is too narrow-—the gate of death,
the death of a crucified and rejected Christ
—the gate of death, which, if it be deliver-
ance from the guilt of sin, is also deliverance
from its yoke. By that gate sin enters not
—there must be left all that pertains to the
flesh. Those are things which cannot be hid
with Christ in God : they have played their
part by crucifying Him on earth.

The friendship of the world is enmity with
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God. Christian, do you believe this? [tis a
new life which enters into those holy places,
where all things are new, in order to be the
joy and enjoyment of a risen people. Chris-
tian, Christian,death has writtenits sentence
on all things here: by cherishing them you
only fill his hand. The resurrection of
Christ gives you a right to bury them, and
to bury death itself with them in the grave,
the grave of Christ; that ¢ whether we live
we may live unto God,” inheritors with Him
in a new life of all the promises. Remember,
that, if you are saved, you are risen with
Christ. May He, from whom all grace and
every perfect gift proceed, grant you this !
NSNS

MARY AND MARTHA.

( Luke w. 38-42.)

The httle scene that closes this chapter is
peculiar to Luke, serving his general pur-
pose of instructing us in great principles of
truth., The two sisters here introduced were
differently minded ; and, being brought to
the trial of the mind of Christ, we get the
judgment of God on matter of much value
to us.

The house which we now enter was
Martha’s. The Spirit of God tells us this,
as being characteristic of Martha ; and into
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her house, with all readiness of heart, she
receives the Lord, and prepares for Him the
very best provision it had. His labours and
fatigue called for this. Martha well knew
that His ways abroad were the ways of the
good Samaritan, who would go on foot that
others might ride, and she loves Him too
well not to observe and provide for His
weariness, But Mary had no house for Him :
she was, in spirit, a stranger like Himself;
but she opens a sanctuary for Him, and seats
Him there, the Lord of her humble temple.
She takes her place at His feet, and hears
His words., She knows, as well as Martha,
that He was wearied ; but she knows also
that there was a fulness in Him that could
afford to be more wearied still. Her ear and
her heart, therefore, still use Him, instead of
her hand or her foot ministering to Him.
And in these things lay the difference be-
tween the sisters. Martha's eye saw His
weariness, and would give to Him; Mary's
faith apprehended His fulness underneath
His weariness, and would draw from Him.
This brings out the mind of the Son of
God. The Lord accepts the care of Martha
as long as it is simple care and diligence
about His present need ; but the moment she
brings her mind into competition with
Mary’s she learns His judgment, and is
taught to know that Mary, by her faith, was
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refreshing Him with a far sweeter feast
than all her care and the provision of her
house could possibly have supplied.  Mary's
faith gave Jesus a sense of His own divine
glory. 1t told Him, that though He was the
wearied One, He could still feed and refresh
her. She was at His feet, hearing His words.
There was no temple there, or light of the
sun ; but the Son of God was there, and He
was everything to her. This was the honour
He prized, and blessedly indeed was she in
His seeret. When He was thirsty and tired
at Jacob’s well, He forgot it all in giving out
other waters, which no pitcher could have
held, or well beside His own supplied; and
here Mary brings her soul to the same well,
knowing that, in spite of all His weariness, it
was as full as ever for her use.

And oh, dear brethren, what principles are
here disclosed to us! Our God is asserting
for Himself the place of supreme power and
supreme goodness, and He will have us
debtors to Him. Our sense of His fulness is
more precious to Him than all the service
we can render Him. Entitled, as He 1s, to
more than all ereation could give Him, yet
above all things does He desire that we
should use His love, and draw from His
treasures. The honour which ousr confidence
puts upon Him is His highest honour; for it
is the divine glory to be still giving, still
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blessing, still putting forth from unexhausted
fulness. Under the law He had to receive
from us, but in the gospel He is giving tous ;
and the words of the Lord Jesus are these :
“ It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
And this place He will fill for ever; for,
‘“ without all contradiction, the less is blessed
of the better.” Praise shall, it is true, arise
to Him from everything that hath breath ;
but forth from Himself, and from the seat
of His glory, shall go the constant flow of
blessing, the light to cheer, the waters to-
refresh, and the leaves of the tree to heal;
and our God shall taste His own joy, and
display His own glory, in being a Giver for
ever.

ERRATA.

Page 62, line 6 from bottom, for * commandeth,” rearl
“ commendeth.”

“«« 72 line 7 from bottom, for *“‘has,” read *“hast.”
‘75, line 5 from bottom, for ** mercy sent,” read
“mercy seat.”

“ 76, line 12 from bottom, for * purfume,” read
“ perfume.”
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THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH THE
SOUL'S SECURITY. |

I fully believe that a just and divine
understanding of the present state of things
must be accompanied by this trial of mind
—that while the great advance in all the
accommodations of life, and in the general
‘refinement and culture of all ¢lasses 1s ac-
knowledged, and the public boast in such
things is allowed to have apparently most
full warrant ; all this is known to be only in
progress to a something that is to meet the
most awful judgment from the hand of the
Lord-—because it is to be a mocking of all
that is blessed, and not really blessed-—the
kingdom of man, and not of “the Lord and
His Christ "—the energy of the god of this
world, and not of the Spirit of the living
God.

This divine intelligence must bring its sor-
rows. For the saint possessed of it will hear
that condition of things continually gloried
in, which he knows is most feartul ; and the
more the ground of this carnal and ignorant
boast is day by day unfolding itself, the
more does the saint discover the ripening of
human pride, and the progress of that fair
structure of the enemy’s device, which is to
bring the judgment. ‘At midday there is to
be night in the world’s history. God will
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turn  man’s noontide splendour into the
shade of night: as touching Ilis own, He
will turn the shadow of death into the morn-
ing, and at their evening time give them
light (Zech. xiv.).

Such, I doubt not, is the position which the
intelligent believer takes at this moment ;
one of sorrow to his spirit, as he listens to
man every day ; one of joy to his spirit, as he
listens to the promise that the great redemp-
tion is only drawing the nearer, through all
this that he looks at and listens to. His
security lies in “the love of the truth” (2
Thess. 1i.). He is not to expect that the
hand of God will interfere to stop the pro-
gress of this fair structure. He is not to
commit himself to the hand, but to the word
of the Lord. It is rather of the Lord to
allow pride to get food whereby to nourish
and swell itself, and to let the world prosper
by its own devices. The soul that looks for
providential visitations on all that is, and
- will be adoing, is in most imminent hazard.
“The love of the truth ” is declared to be the
soul’s security.

How fair were the deceits practiced at
Jerusalem in the days of Hzekiel! Paint-
ings on the temple walls, and exquisitely
wrought, I doubt not. Ancient men, men of
character and of religion, kindling clouds of
inecense before them, adopting the delusions !
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Women melted into tears while occupied
with their idols, exhibiting the fine and
generous flow of human affections which is
so attractive to the heart! And the sun in
his beauty, and rising at the east, wor-
shipped! (Ezek. viii.) What witchery was
all this! What fascination for the religious
and amiable sentiments of our nature!!

What protected the heart of the prophet
while surveying it all? The hand of the
Lord did not interfere—rain did not come
down to quench the cloud of incense. It
was allowed to wreathe itself upward in
lovely forms, as though He who dwelt in the
house was accepting it. Another hand did
not appear to write on the wall, over against
the paintings, their judgment. No; but the
word of his divine Guide interpreted all
these fascinations and called them “ abomin-
ations!” This was the prophet’s safety, and
it is ours in a like moment. The truth that
interprets according to God all that is now
going on, must preserve our souls from tak-
ing part with this “fair show in the flesh,”
which is so much apparent comeliness, but
real “abomination.”

LW W o oY e T

“That which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God.”—
Luke xvi. 15.
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OUR GENESIS.

There is a striking correspondence between
“the beginning ” in the book of Genesis, and
in the Gospel of John, though the subjects
of each are so vastly different. The Creator
in one, and the Word in the other, alike
come forth into the respective circles in
which each is to be displayed. The earth
was without form and void, and the eternal
Word was concealed in His own essential
perfectness.

The elements, with which we are now
familiar, served to bring into existence and
beauty a material creation:; and the attri-
butes, by which Deity has clothed itself, in-
troduced the Creator. True, one was the
beautiful development of a thing formed;
and the other, the mighty power and wis-
dom of Him that formed it: * He spake
and it was done, he commanded and 1t stood
fast” (Ps. xxxiii. 3). As to the earth, it was
without form — “ Darkness was upon the
face of the deep—and the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.” But
the eternal “ Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the be-
ginning with God.”

Creation and the Creator are necessary to
each other ; but for what different reasons—
like the potter and the clay! The formless
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and void earth, with darkness upon its face,
carries along the secret power of its form-
ative beauty in the Spirit of God which
moved upon the face of its waters. Soin
John, “ In him was life, and the life was the
light of men ; and the light shineth in dark-
ness.” |

The Genesis formations, of day and night,
firmaments, earth, and seas, with their
greater and lesser lights, are completed ; and
the history of signs and seasons, days and
years, with the fruitful products of the earth
for man and beast, are familiar to us all.
But the Gospel of John now claims its own
pre-eminence, and passing away into heights
and depths, which neither the sun above,
nor the sea beneath, can measure, brings
out its own mystery, “ The Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten
of the Father), full of graé'e and truth.”
. “Again, if we go back to the Adam of Gen-
esis, “The Loird God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life ; and man became
a living soul.” But pass we on to the new
created man of John, and we find another
race, “ As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:
which were born not of blood, nor of the will
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of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.”

The creation of Genesis just ran the cycle
of its one week, as we follow it in its mag-
nificent course, from evening to morning—
and from its first day to the sixth day, till
“ God rested on the seventh day from all the
work which he had made; and blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it.” In this Eden,
man was made the responsible head on
whose obedience the whole creation de-
pended. Adam sinned, and the link of rela-
tionship was snapped between the Creator
and the creature, and all broke down. “The
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together,” is the sad consequence.

The Genesis of John's Gospel brings in a
revelation of grace and truth, reveals the
Second man, the Word made flesh, “the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world.” In this new beginning, grace—
the grace of God—towards man, as a sinner,
takes the place of responsibility between the
creature and the Creator. Eden's gate soon
closed upon the fair scene of the six days’
work, and upon the sabbath of rest too—
the cherubim and the flaming sword, forbad
the thought, much more the vain attempt,
of the sinner to return. Grace, and the re-
sources of God, are what John records: the
Word made flesh was the great reserve of
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God. “In him was life, and the life was the
light of men ” is become the new connecting
link with God. ¢ God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto himself;” and this is
the grand theme which the Gospel of John
opens out.

How touchingly this is ret‘orded in the in-
tercourse between Jesus and the woman of
Samaria! The links which sin had broken
in Genesis have been formed anew, between
God and the sinner, but only in and through
Christ, who shed His blood for the remission
of sins. The former ground of ereature re-
sponsibility is abandoned through the knowl-
edge of that eternal redemption which we
have in Christ, ¢ the beginning of the” new
“ creation of God.”

Nathanael under the ftig tree, and Nico-
demus the master of Israel, set us in the path
of the kingdom-glory, with ¢“the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son
of man ;” and moreover, all must be born
again, “ to see or enter into it.” How bless-
edly does the Messiah, the King of Israel,
undo every burden, and loose them that
were appointed to die! How refreshing
thus to see the Second man, as the source of
life and joy, where the first had brought in
death and mlqery !

The marriage scene of Cana in Gahlee
gives further the style and actings of our
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Lord in millennial blessing, when the water
1s turned into wine, and every water pot
filled to the brim. What a word will that
be, when, in the full consciousness of unhin-
dered joy around Him, and Himself the
cause and producer of it, He says, *“ Draw
out now and bear to the governor of the
foast.” " |

There are two ways in which the Lord
opens out the fulness of His person to us in
this Gospel. The first is what we have been
considering, and may be described by that
verse in chap. ii., ““ This beginning of miracles
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested
forth his glory ”—a title by which He will
link the ruined creation of Genesis with the
victorious effects of His own death and res-
urrection, when He comes again to fill every
heart with gladness and every tongue with
praise. But other and higher glories are
connected with His person and may be de-
seribed by another verse in chap. i., *“ We be-
held his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth,” and it is in these two characters of
divine and human glory that the Word
made Hesh passes along before our view as
we follow Him throughout this precious
book of our new Genesis. The ditference we
are considering is this: the latter is the per-
sonal glory as of the only begotten of the
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Father, and the former was the miraculous
power which aceredited Him to the people
by act and deed. Various chapters might be
selected as displaying one glory or the other,
and here and there a combination of them
which is very grand.

Before passing on, let me say that while
the first and second chapters have been in-
troduced for the purpose just described of
marking these two especial glories of Christ,
yvet that chap. i., throughout, is the unfold-
ing of the person of the Son, from His own
essential being, into the relations by which
He stands connected with God and man, and
also in the various titles by which promise,
type and prophecy had pointed Him out. It
is in this breadth and fulness of grace that
the Father’s love has given Him forth to the
faith of His beloved people, and for which
the Holy Ghost in the form of a dove lighted
on Him and sealed Him ! |

In chap. iii., the Lord in His intercourse
with Nicodemus presents Himself in the
circle of His own personal glory, taking as
the centre the antitype of Moses and the
brazen serpent, giving Himself out to the
faith of a poor needy sinner, as the lifted up
Son of man-—a centre of a circle which in its
vast dimensions embraces the love of God
which is above all sin in its essential holi-
ness, and yet stoops down to the worthless-
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ness of the perishing one, whom it rescues in
sovereign grace.

So again in chap.iv., where the personal and
the moral glory of the Lord shines forth with
the woman at the well, leading her up to the
springs of life which were in Himself, and
yet giving her to drink thereof according to
the perceptions of her own need which He
in grace awakened. He maintains His own
ground in this touching scene, and proclaims
“ God is a spirit, and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
Thus He connects God, in what He is in love,
with the poor Samaritan in her sin, and by
the supply of this living water to her soul,
which became in her a “ well of water spring-
ing up into everlasting life,” led her to drink
from a spring which is divine.

The nobleman from Capernaum brings
Him down to the level of miracles again;
but He consents to this, with the rebuke,
“ Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will
not believe.”

Chapter v. begins with a word of power to
the man at the pool of Bethesda: ¢“Jesus
said to him, Rise, take up thy bed and walk.”
From this point He rises to the point of His
personal glory, and says to the Jews, “ The
Son can do nothing of himself, but what he
seeth the Father do ; for what things soever
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise;”
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and this is applied to quickening, judging,
and raising the dead, in this Bethesda-world,
the house of effusion (for such is its name),
as well as of pity and mercy.

In chap. vi, a great multitude followed
Him, “because they saw the miracles which
he did on them that were diseased.” And He
puts His disciples to the proof as to whether
they were yet up to the point of His personal
glory, by asking, “ Whence shall we buy
bread that these may eat?” Subsequently,
this scene of five loaves and two fishes gives
place to the grand action which had brought
Him down from heaven, as “the bread of
God, that giveth life to the world.” And
here, if we may anticipate the tenth (or
Shepherd) chapter, it is only for the purpose
of saying, the Lord seems to be acting in this
character in chap. iv., where He led the sheep
of Samaria “ beside the still waters;” as in
chap. vi.,, He bade them “lie down in green
pastures.” “I am the living bread which
came down from heaven ; if any man eat of
this bread, he shall live for ever; and the
bread that I will give is my flesh ;” “for my
flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed.”

The feast of Tabernacles, in chap. vii., like
the Passover, in chap. vi., carries the L.ord
up into His own height with the Father. He
passes beyond the reach of a reasoning, cav-
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illing people, and presents Himself to faith.
as equal with God, or rather as identified
with Him. “I know him: for I am from
him, and he hath sent me.” Again, “In the
last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, If any man thirst, let him
come unto me and drink.” One with the
Father in counsel and purpose, yet He is on
the level with any who can lift the veil and
see His personal glory, and take, in the title
of His grace, all He is. In the previous
chapter He had spoken of “ascending up
where He was before:” and now, contem-
plating the day of His glorification at the
right hand of God, He connects His disciples
with the blessing, which should descend to
them from thence: “ He that believeth on
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water,” add-
ing, “ this spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should receive, for the
Holy Ghost was not yet, because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.” What streams in the
desert here surround us, as we follow the in-
carnate Word, the erucified Son of man, and
the exalted Lord !

The narrative, in the beginning of chap.
viil., important though it be, serves as the
ground of introducing Himself as the * Light
of the world,” adding, “ He that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall
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have the light of life.” In the midst of such
a scene, what other challenge could He make
than, “ Let him that is without sin among

you, first cast a stone at her;” and then
takes His own place as a Teacher and a De-

liverer. ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of
sin. . . . . . If the Son therefore shall

make you. free, ye shall be free indeed.” And
again, “ If any man keep my saying, he shall
never taste of death.” What assurances!
They are like the grapes of Eshcol, that
came from another land to thirsting souls.
“Free from sin” through the lifted up Son
of man; “the light of life” by following
Him ; not “ tasting death ” through His res-
urrection. In what majesty and grace has
He thus displayed Himself ! and how truly
do all His paths drop fatness! Yet those,
who could not cast a stone at the adulteress
now take up stones to cast at Him who had
said, in the consciousness of His personal
glory, “ Before Abraham was, I am.” But
Jesus hid Himself ; and in the silence of dis-
appointed love, “went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so
passed by.” They have lost him !

Before entering on chap ix.,, we may
obhserve (in reference to the previous eight)
a dispensational link which connects them
together in a way of its own; for while
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every type and promise pointed to Him, He
must necessarily embody the type and super-
sede it. This is the fact even as regards His
forerunner, for John’s two disciples follow
Jesus, and John declared, “ He must increase,
but I must decrease.” So as to the temple,
“ I will raise it up in three days; this spake
he of his body.” And again, with Nicodemus
and the brazen serpent in the wilderness,
“ Even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”
So also He takes the place of Jacob’s well,
and gives the living water; and at the pool
of Bethesda He supersedes the angel, who
at a certain season troubled it. He is like-
wise the antitype of the manna, by proclaim-
ing Himself “the living bread.” He also
takes the place of the feast of Tabernacles,
and finally acts as one superior to Moses the
lawgiver,and greater than their father Abra-
ham. Israel’s hopes and prophecies are thus
embodied in Himself ; and in this character
He meets the man blind from his birth, in
chap. ix., ready to do for the nation what He
does for the individual, if there i1s faith to
receive Him. He presents Himself to them,
with the man whose eyes He had opened.
Will they accept the hand stretched out to
give them sight? What a moment! But
they say, “ We know this man, whence he
1s: when Christ cometh, no man knoweth
whence he is.” They cast out the man who
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confessed Him to have come from God; but
to be cast out of the synagogue was then, as
now, to be thrown upon Jesus, who reveals
Himself to the man as the Son of God:; and
he said, “Lord, I believe. And he wor-
shiped him.” Jesus quits them with the sol-
emn words, ¢ For judgment I am come into
the world, that they which see not might
see ; and that they which see might be made
blind.”

In chap. x., the cast out sheep, in the per-
son of the blind man last mentioned, gives
occasion for Jesus to declare Himself the
Good Shepherd, who lays down His life for
the sheep. 'T'o Him the porter openeth. 1
am the door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and
find pasture.” There are also “ other sheep
which are not of this fold : them also I must
bring, that there may be one flock and one
shepherd.” “ And I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any one pluck them out of my hand.”
The double title in which the sheep are held
is very precious. *“My Father, who gave
them me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.
I and my Father are one. Then the Jews
took up stones again to stone him,” accusing
Him of blasphemy, because He, being a man,
made Himself equal with God. He makes a
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last appeal to them : “If I do not the works
of my Father, believe me not. Butif I do,
though ye believe not me, believe the works:
that ye may know, and believe, that the
Father is in me, and I in him. Therefore
they sought again to take him.” They will
not be gathered into the fold, and they cast
out the bhepheld of the sheep.

Chaps. xi. and xii.,or the Bethany (Jhdptel Sy
are complete in themselves; and, if not
standing alone, are to be viewed as family
paintings, which represent the circle of
Christ’s social affections, with Lazarus,
Martha and Mary —a home group which
a green
spot—a miniature representation of what
the wilderness is to be when He comes
again : and by His abiding presence turns it
into a fruitful field, and gives the true length
and breadtl of Bethany, or the house of song
(which its name implies), the house of obedi-
ence, and the house of the grace of the Lord.
In the light of the past, as John gives it,
Bethany and its inmates may well stand as
a companion picture with the scene at the
mount of transfiguration, where Jesus led
others up to be “eye-witnesses of his majesty,
when he received from God the Father
honour and glory.”  The one is the circle of
the social affections of the Lord-—¢Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus:”
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and the other is the manifestation of the
“Son of man coming in his kingdom.” DBut
these two chapters supply their own proofs
by which, as we have said, this gospel is
occupied.

In chap. xi.,, the death of Lazarus leads
Jesus to announce Himself as the ¢ resurrec-
tion and the life: he that believeth on me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.” The
knowledge of Christ carried no outside sin
and condemnation, as other chapters have
shown us; and now this further knowledge
of Christ carries through death and the
grave. ‘“ Whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die.” Jesus cried with a loud
volce, “ Lazarus, come forth. And he that
was dead came forth.” Thus the lLord, in
this resurrection scene, sets “the glory of
God” above sin and its consequences.

In chap. xii., Mary anoints the feet of
Jesus, and the whole house was filled with
the odour of the ointment. .Jesus interprets
the act, saying, * Let her alone: against the
day of my burying hath she kept this.” - For
the last time He presents Himself in the
light of promise and prophecy to Israel, and
rides into Jerusalem on the colt the foal of
an ass. “ When Jesus was glorified, then
his disciples remembered that they had done
these things unto him.” His own death is
1now before Him as the only door of deliver-
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ance for His people, and for His own glory,
and the establishment of covenanted bless-
ing with Jehovah and the nation. He con-
sequently takes a larger sphere for Himself
(outside His Messiah, and King of Israel re-
lations), and on the coming up of the Greeks
to see Jesus, says, “ The hour is come that
the Son of man should be glorified.

Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, 1t abideth alone; but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.” By His own
righteous title He had raised Lazarus from
the grave, but He is now about to descend
into death Himself, as between God, and
mankind, and Satan; that God may take
Him up out of the grave, and declare Him
to be the Son of God with power, according
to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection
from the dead, for the obedience of faith,
among all nations.

“The light of the world” has travelled
over its orbit in these twelve chapters, and,
as was declared at its rising, “the darkness
comprehended it not.” But before it sets,
Jesus cries, “ Yet a little while is the light
with you. . . . . While ye have light,
believe in the light, that ye may be the chil-
dren of light. These things spake Jesus,
and departed, and did Aide Himself from
them!” He is refused in His personal glor-
ies—so0 also as to His acts and deeds, from
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the “beginning of miracles, in Cana of Gal-
ilee” to the close of His ministry, this is the
sum, “though he had done so many miracles
before them, yet they believed not on him.”
His incarnation has failed as a bond of union
between “ His own ” and Himself, and there-
fore between them and Jehovah. Man must
be changed in the springs of his nature ; and
what deeper work can be undertaken that
shall effect this change? This 1s what 1is
now before Jesus, and in the prospect of the
cross He says, “Now is my soul troubled.
Now is the judgment of this world;
now shall the prince of this world be cast
out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me. This he said,
signifying what death he should die.”

The secret is told, for here are found the
hidden depths in which Christ must work
for the glory of God, the overthrow of
Satan, and the salvation of His beloved
people. This closes the first half of John's
Gospel, proving that relations in the flesh,
however drawn out by what He was who
was “manifest in the flesh,” fell short,
infinitely short, of what the holiness of God
required, or the condition of humanity
around Him needed. |

Redemption must be the new basis of in-
tercourse between God and His creatures,
and these are the tried stones, the founda-
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tion stones, the precious corner stones,
‘which the Lord lays in His death and resur-
rection. He turns away from everything on
the earth —the links are broken, never to be
formed again, except on the other side of
“death and judgment, where divine life, in
resurrection power, is the new holding of all
established blessing. “ Jesus knew that his
hour was come that he should depart out of
this world unto the Father,” and this opens
a new path upward to the faith of *“ His own
which were in the world.” Judalsm, in its
full results, is the manifestation that God is
come down to man upon the earth; and this
will be displayed in the millennial days
of Israel's blessing. But Christianity is
based on the wondrous fact that man, in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 1s gone up
‘to God into the heavens. This, however,
finds its place in chap. xiii., or the last half
and the heavenly side of this Gospel.

N o W T W W

 FrAGMENT. The fulness of Him that fill-
eth all in all is not simply Godhead, but
Christ in redemption. Ephesians iv. 10,
leads one to this. It is redemption. He
who went into the lower parts of the earth
is now far above all heavens.
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

O Lord! Thy rich, Thy boundless love
No thought can reach, no tongue declare
O give our hearts its depth to prove,
And reign without a rival there:
From Thee, O Lord, we all receive,
Thine, wholly Thine, alone we'd live.

O Lord! how cheering 1s Thy way !
How blest, how gracious in our eyes !
Care, anguish, sorrow, pass away,
And fear before Thy presence flies.
Lord Jesus ! nothing would we see,
Nothing desire, apart from Thee !

'Mid conflict be Thy love our peace !
In weakness be Thy love our strength !
And when the storms of life shall cease,
And Thou to meet us com’st at length,
Lord Jesus ! then these hearts shall be
For ever satisfied with Thee.

SN N

SOME OF THE CAUSES OF OUR LOW
CONDITION OF SOUL AND
PRACTICE.

I desire to call attentwn to some of the
causes of the low condition of soul and prac-
tice, which so many deplore, and earnestly
desire to emerge from. 1 believe the first
great cause of it, and of our consequent in-
efficient testimony is, that man, and not
God, is the object continually before our
minds. God’s greatest thought was to make
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Himself known ; and, according as this was
effected, the counsels of His heart were de-
clared. Now the strength of every soul
must be in proportion to its apprehension
of God’s greatest thought; because it is in
comprehendmg this, that it becomes a re-
ceiver of grace therefrom. ¢ This is life
eternal, to know 'Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent.” The
eternal life, God’s gift to me, as believing in
His Son, leads me directly to know Himself.
“No man hath seen God at any time; the
only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of
the Father, He hath declared Himi.” Man’s
great crime was receiving as truth Satan’s
representation of God, and acting on it.
Thus he fell ; and to this hour, although by
industry and research he acquires a certain
knowledge of everything in creation, yet he
cannot find out God; his greatest advance-
ment, only convincing him the more of his
ignorance ; like the Athenians in Paul's time,
he must, if honest, confess his ignorance on
the greatest point which could oceupy any
intelligent creature, even knowledge of his
Creator. In comparison to thlq, What 18 any
other knowledge? And what is the good of
the knowledge, of every thing relatmg to
man, if I am 1gnlora,nt of God.

Let me hold simply and distinctly in mind,
that God’s greatest thought is to make Him-
self known, and that, theretore my highest
attainment is that of a “ father,” as we read
(I John ii.) to “ know Him, that is from the
beginning,” even the Son who has declared
the Father ; and as I do so, I shall not fail to
see how (.OII.‘St‘-IIltly and largely we occupy
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our souls with something selfish, something
wherein our inferest is expressly before us;
and the thought and purpose of God, and
His interest in revealing Himself, is rarely
entertained.

In the mode and terms in which the gospel
is preached (and we shall find the mode of its
reception generally answers to the character
of preaching), this defect is very manifest.
I need hardly insist that our strength, in
doing anything, must be in proportion as we
are in the line of God’s mind and purpose.
In preaching the gospel, I ought to be from
God towards man. My subject is, if T know
God, that “ God is love.” “In this, was
manifested the love of God, because that
God sent His only-begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through Him.”
God has expressed His love.  He could not
express it, except in righteousness, for “ God
is light,” and so it goes on to say: “ Herein
1s love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us, and sent His Son o be the propitia-
tion for our sins.” 1 have to present the love
of God, and the manner in which it has
acted. I have to unfold how He expressed
it through Jesus Christ our J.ord, who came
down here to do His wil, establishing
His righteousness, so that God is just, and
the justifier of every one who believeth in
Jesus, “The only-begotten Son who is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared
Him.” He came forth from God to bear the

judgment under which we lay. God’s love
("ould not reach us, while sin remained un-
judged: He was manifested to take away
our sins, and in Him was no sin. The
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barrier (sin) being removed by His bearing
in His own body the judgment of death—
the love of God flows out without hindrance
to every one believing in the Son. He that
hath the Son hath life. The gospel I have
to proclaim is the history of Gods love,
when His nature is maintained and un-
folded in all its greatness and integrity.

True it is to man I am proclaiming it, and it
is for man’s benefit ; and according as 1 have
the love of God in my heart, so shall I do so
earnestly and efficiently ; but then the prim-
ary thought should always be that it is

God’s love to man, and not a mere service
rendered to man. Man, no doubt, is before
me, but that which engages my soul is God’s
love, and therefore, while I zealously set
forth to man the wonders of God’s salvation,
yet 1 do not lose sight of Him, whose heart

I make known. I am strong in making it
known, as I am consciously acting from it;

but if I am engaging my soul primarily with
the benefit man will derive from it, I am
making man and not God my object. It is
“the gospel of God” (Rom 1i. 1), and the point
to insist on and proclaim, is what God 1s, as
revealed towards man, a sinner, and at a
distance from Him. The love of souls in my
heart is divine love, and I must (in order to
know its fresh activity in myself) be kept in
constant and distinct reference to the source
of it, in order to understand the scope and
intent of the heart of God which I am
allowed, through grace, to present to my
fellow-man. The apostle Paul has this so
fully before his soul, that he thanks God,
who always leads him in triumph in the
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Christ, and makes manifest the odour of
His knowledge in every place; “for we are,
to God, a sweet odour of Christ, in them
that are saved, and in them that perish.”

He is thankful to be allowed to make
manifest the odour of His knowledge in
every place. The great thought before His
soul is God. Did he then the less care for
souls—he who also writes “1I am made all
things to all, that I might by all means save
some?” Surely not. Why should it be
thought, that if 1 make God my chief object
in presenting His love (for His love directs
itself to man), that I cannot, or do not, more
effectually and vividly present the glad tid-
1ngs, than one who, keeping man’s need n
view, is simply engrossed with (as it is ad-
mitted) the only remedy for it. Is occupa-
tion with the one who 1s ruined and needs
the remedy, likely to be more effective, than
occupation with the heart of God, and what
is due to it, and therefore, with regard to it
propounding the revelation of it, through
Jesus Christ our Lord ?  What more effica-
cious than setting forth the heart of God in
its fulness, making manifest the savour of
His knowledge? Paul's commission, from
Jesus in the glory, was that he should be a
minister of those things which he had seen ;

the terms of the commission indicated the
character of the Gospel entrusted to him.
What had he seen? Jesus in the glory—a
Saviour in the glory. Geod could now open
out His glory vnthout let or hindrance, to
every one receiving His Son, and believing
on Him., He s revealed to Saul, and forth-
with he preached in the synagogue that
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Jesus is the Son of God. How often is the
work of Christ exclusively dwelt on, and how
God has been revealed not touched upon at
all! 1 may be told that this is not intended
—that may be so. Yet is it not evident,
that if I were engaged with Christ, as the
One who has revealed the Fatherin His love,
I could not avoid prominently setting it
forth. The simple cause of such inadvert-
ence, supposing it to be such, is that man is
more before the mind than God. What is
most on my mind, must of necessity, colour
every expression which flows from it. If
God and the disclosure of Himself in Christ
- were filling my soul, let me meet saint or
sinner, I must declare it, and through the
wisdom of His grace to each, and as the
state of each required; not without real,
deep, divine love for each, but at the same
time, with the comfort and strength of the
Spirit of God, witnessing that 1 was speak-
ing for God, though doubtless also for man’s
benefit. Man’s benetit would be one result
of my testimony, but the great object before
my soul would be to reveal His love, which
in me made me earnest and ready to suffer
all things that I might save some; but, even
it I did not, if my heart were true to its
proper mission, I ecould thank God that I
had made manifest the savour of His knowl-
edge.

Let us mote how our blessed Lord, the
faithful and true Witness, testified of God
down here. His meat was to do the will of
Him that sent Him, and to finish His work.
In everything He declared the Father, walk-
ing as a man close beside and in company

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

147

with men, and He could say at the end, “ He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
He always did those things that pleased Him.

Are we aut all able to grasp the purpose and
work of Jesus as the declarer of the Father?
He had all the power of God in His hand,

and for this end He used it, and not for Him-
self, though in many ways needing it. He
in fecble ﬂesh in all His ways and works,
set forth to men, and He Himself a man, the
wondrous intents and counsels of the heart
of God in itself which man through Him is
invited to taste of and enjoy. Could our eye
follow Him in His course, and not know in
our hearts at every step that we were
accumulating evidence of how great and
wondrous was His work ? (od manifest in
the flesh-—a man among men, declaring all
the love of God, and the lines of it, in all its
integrity and strength! “ As the Father
knoweth me, so know 1 the Father, and 1
lay down my life for the sheep.” He knew
His Father’s heart. He knew how to repre-
sent it ; His whole life and work among men
was to declare it, and hence He could say in
the end, “ Have I been so long time with
vou, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip ; he that hath seen me hath scen the
Father ; how sayest thou then, Show us the:
Father?” When we survey our Lord’s min-
istry in this light, we are imbibing ideas of
what God is in His heart towards us. It is
Hzs side which occupies us. What He is is
made known to me. I see the relation in
which He would stand to me; and, as I be-
lieve in Jesus, I am entering into the bless-
ing of this relation. 1 find I am gifted with
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eternal life, and am individually partaker of
the love which has been declared. It is God
I am learning, and my wdea of Him always
indicates the character of my relation to Him.
I see how Jesus has declared Him, and my
blessing is in connection with this declara-
tion. As is the declaration so is my bless-
ing ; the latter depends on the former, limit
the one and you limit the other. It rests on
what God is, and every knowledge of Him is
blessing to me, and every blessing to me is a
fruit of this knowledge so that as I am
blessed, so am 1 conquously connected with
God through Christ, and deriving my bless-
ing from my knowledge of Him. If I seek
for blessing my heart connects it with
knowledge of Him:; which knowledge is
always blessing to me, but, as 1 know this,
it is the knowledge of Him that is upper-
most with me, and thus am 1 sanctified to
Him, “increasing in (or ‘ by ') the knowledge
of God” (Col. 1. 10). True, as I know Him, I
know the nature of His love to my eelf_that
I am Christ’s object, and that He hath called
me by name. 1 could not make Him my
object unless 1 knew myself His object, for
the greater commands the lesser, and the
lesser gives return according to the quality
which 1t apprehends from the greater. We
love Him because He first loved us; and the
quality of our love to Him will always be in
proportion to the quality and measure with
which we apprehend His to us.

When in preaching and otherwise, man,
his need and his blessing, 1s the object, that
which would confer true power i1s over-
looked, and there must be corresponding
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feebleness in those who are blessed through
it. How often do we deplore the feeble link
which many quickened souls have to Christ !
Why is this? 1 repeat because their need
has been the point pressed and provided for
in the gospel as preached to them, and
through which, in divine mercy, they have
been born again; the utility of the gospel
and not the divinity of it has been presented
to them ; the sweeping of the house to re-
gain the lost silver, or the gain of the prodi-
gal rather than God’s claim or relation there-
to, and, as a consequence, His satisfaction as
the first and greatest consideration. Thus
souls, though truly quickened, know little
more than relief from judgment, and thus
relieved they can pursue their aims in the
world without the fear of judgment, which
would otherwise have harassed them. It
may be asked: Why does God allow con-
versions through a gospel of which the fruits
are such weakly plants? I answer, His
mercy, which 1 do not attempt to account
for. I am only attempting to account for
the cause of the weakliness of the plants,
in the hope that the Lord may lead us into
more simple adherence to His own mind, and
thus be used of Him to raise His own to the
level which His heart desires to see them in.
Must not the presenting merely the need,
and the provision for the need, necessarll)
occupy a man with himself, and cause His
own ruin and the remedy to comprise the
whole of his thoughts? Grod in" His mercy
saves through this preaching, for grace
reigns ; but the plants are so weakly that
there is no testimony from them. They are
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little, if at all, for Christ on the earth, and
this, I feel, the servants of Christ ought to
regard as indicating defect in their own min-
istry. Would they feel happy in any degree
to say that such were the seal of their min-
istry ; and, if the recipients of the gospel
which we preach are so feeble and un- Chrlst
like, do we not well to enquire how we have
failed in presenting it ?

What a different (and how much greater)
thing it is for me to know God and His
heart towards me, and as I know it, to know
the value and gain of it to myself, than
merely to dwell on my deliverance from
judgment through the work of Christ. Some
will say, “ Must I not get deliverance from
judg ment first 7 Certainly, but 1 contend
that the true way is to present Christ to you
as your life, and the ground of your life, and
not merely to relieve you from the fear of
judgment by presenting the value of His
work for your benefit. In the one case you
will count all your blessings from your in-
timacy with Christ, your knowledge of Him
will be everything to you from beginning to
end ; like the apostle, the one continued
desire will be to know Him. In the other,
you will have no thought beyond your own
rest, you will measure everything by the
measure of quietude and peacefulness which
you derive from it, you have not had your
cup full. Christ Himself can alone fill the
cup; “ He that believeth on me shall never
thirst,” ““ the water that I shall give him will
be in him a well of water springing up to
everlasting life.” Philip preached * Ohrlst” 3
Paul that “Jesus is the Son of God” the
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revelation of Jesus Christ, not the mere
benefit of man, was the thing prominent
with them.

Again, if the preaching be defective, it is
not surprising that the same vein of i 1mper-
fection should characterise the teaching
but there the effects are more injurious Still,
because instead of correcting the defects in
the preaching, it allows and supports them ;
and, consequently, contributes permanently
to that weakly condition which we are de-
ploring. ‘

To know Him that is from the beginning,
is the attainment of a “father.” Higher no
one can go, and less none of us should aim
at. It is the only unerring standard, whether
in matters most elementary or most ad-
vanced ; the one great and simple reference
for either is my knowledge of Him. Thus

we find such passages as these:—“ Some
have not the knowledge of God,”—* hath
neither seen nor known Him,” - hereby we

know that we know Him.” The apostle tells
us that the knowledge of the Son of God is
the point we are coming to, for however
inconceivable the thought is, we shall know
even as we are known, and hence Paul's
effort and conflict was to present every one
perfect in Christ Jesus; the desire of his
heart for the saints and faithful is that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto them wisdom and
revelation in the krowledye of Himm. The
tendency of our nature is ever to seek for
ourselves and our own happiness, heedless of
what God has been gleaming forth from the
beginning of man’s existence on the earth ;
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even the knowledge of Himself. Every
revelation of His grace to man conveyed a
fuller knowledge of Himself; and according
as man rested in Him thus revealed was His
blessing assured. Whereas, whenever man
independently sought his own, he lost all;
as, for instance, Lot going down into Sodom
while Abram learned deeper and fuller
knowledge of the heart he trusted in—in its
care and provision for him.

The teaching ought to follow up what the
preaching had introduced. The preaching
ought to present Christ as now in glory, the
full expression of what God’s love had accom-
plished. What God is now to everyone be-
Lieving in Jesus. How God meets everyone
coming to Him—with a Saviour to the glory.
So teaching should be but a fuller exposition
of Christ in glory. The great end of all
teaching should be to unfold Christ to the
soul, and so to present Him, in the power of
the word, as to make Him its standard for
everything, and to set forth that our place
now is to dwell in Him and He in us, and to
grow daily into conformity with Him, to
“ grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. iii,
18). Can we estimate what an effect it
would have on us if He were thus our stand-
ard to which everything was referred, and
by which everything was decided. What
separation, what purging of ourselves it
would entail on us, though the heart, con-
sciously doing it to Him, would have its own
reward in the sense of increased nearness to
Him (See Col. iii. 17, 23, 24). Now, on the
contrary, the conscience (and the more en-
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lightened the worse, for then there is more
ground for confidence in our own judgment),
or the effect produced on the individual soul,
is the standard. I mean this or that associ-
ation, is allowed or disallowed, as it affects
myself,—if it does not pain me it may pass;
if it does I disallow it. I make myself and
my own feelings my standard, and not Christ,
consequently I cannot but be weak and in-
competent.

It is not faith or devotedness, or any virtue
from the practice of which certain advan-
tages will flow to me, that real teaching
should aim at. It is nothing short of Christ,
—that * Christ may be formed” in me; that
“Christ may dwell in my heart by faith.”
When Chrlst is presented to my soul as the
one Object, 1 get to know Him, and while
learning thereb that I am His object, my
testimony, as I Walk here, must ever be true
and effective. Read all the Epistles, and you
will see that, whatever be the difficulty or
the error, all is solved, all removed by living
Christ. Every defect arises from not dwell-
ing in Him; without Him we can do noth-
ing. 1If it be justification by the works of
the law, as in Galatians, “Knowing that a
man is not justified by works of law, but by
faith of Jesus Christ,” “I live by thefaith of the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
for me.” If it be the world and its wisdom
as 1n Corinthians—“1 determined not to
know anything among you, but Jesus Christ
and Him crucified,” and He “ of God 1s made
unto us wisdom and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.” If it be
worldly religious exaction, as in Colossians,
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“we are risen with Christ” who is our life.
Chirist determines everything. Now the teach-
ing, in general, does not engage the heart
with Christ as the great sum and scope of
everything in the mind of God. It is not
pre-eminently in the mind of the teacher,
and if it be notmthe teacher being necessar-
1ly in advanece of his hearers—neither can it
be pre-eminent with them. This being so,
how can there be strength in the soul or
power in the walk, when God’s object, the
course and work of the Spirit, is either un-
heeded or indifferently dwelt on? If I
would please anyone, I must ascertain what
is the first thought and purpose of his mind.
I cannot please God but as I believe in His
nature. His Son has revealed Him, and as I
am in the Son, so do I reach up to the
knowledge of God; and hence the apostle
writes. = Until we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a pertect (or * full-grown’) man.”
Good works, the whole range of charities,
however commendable they may appear,
may be engaged in, and yet the condition be
low, and the practice unspiritual, simply be-
cause the line on which God would display
His power, and mark us with His grace, has
not, been adopted by us.

It is often stated that if we waited more
on the Lord in our meetings, there would be
more power. Our not doing so is rather, I
believe, a consequence than a cause, for I am
assured that if Christ were more our Object,
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit
would be better known. It is as in Christ
now in glory, that the Spirit flows as rivers
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into and from us, and the Spirit cannot sup-
port us, when Christ from whom He acts, is
not our Object. The more simply we look
at it, the more easily we see the point of de-
parture. God having made Himself known
in His Son, if our hearts are occupied with
the Son, all the purpose of His heart will be
disclosed 1.0 us. 1 preach Christ to manifest
the knowledge of God. 1 teach Christ, in
order to furnish the souls of saints with the
- revelation of God, even to be filled, through
the love of Christ, to His fulness.

Another cause of our low condition, and
also the result of the heart being occupied
with its own gain, is, I believe, that we seek
our own things, not the things that are
Jesus Christ’s. There is a looking to God for
mercies, and faith is used and valued accord-
ing to the favours vouchsafed of God in
answer to it. When this is the case, the
whole bent and turn of the mind is selfish.
What would suit and meet us here on earth
is sought for and valued ; and while there is
a looking to God, it is ever with this end. In
difficulties and pressure, according as there
is conscience, God is sought ; but the end de-
sired is simply deliverance. There is com-
paratively little or  no thought., and less
effort, to walk superior to the difficulties in
the strength of Christ. On the contrary, if
I live Christ, I am, like the apostle, able to
say: “I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.” The one locks to
God and counts on Him in order to be de-
livered ; the other believes in Christ, derives
nouwrishment from Him, and is strengthened
in His strength. Is it not evident that there
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is a great moral dlfference between these
two? In the Old Tebta,ment God was con-
tinually showing favour, in vouchsaﬁn de-
liverance to suffering man; but now, in
Christ, we are made more than conquerors
through Him that loved us. “1I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth
me.” The more I return to Old Testament
standing, the more I regard myself in nature,
the more do 1 seek present favour and inter-
position from God on my behalf ; but if con-
SC 10uqu walking as one that is “pisen with
Christ,” the more am 1, in His life and
strength, superior to and master of the diffi-
culties of this life. I think it will be found
that little practical strength or advancement
accrues from some of the most signal in-
stances of God’s intervention on our behalf.
We may turn to Him better; but is there
more strength to master the ordinary trials
of life ? Is there not rather an ever-anxious
recurrence to Him for deliverance ? Whereas
were faith in exercise, there would be the
consciousness of daily increasing invigora-
tion directly from the Lord and the soul
would be seeking rather to glorify Him in
the difficulty than to find an escape from it.
True, God in His continual mercy grants to
us an escape from the difficulty, but the
strength of Christ always makes us master
of it. 1 am satisfied that the condition of soul
must be weakly, which is occupied with its
gains, in circumstances, from God ; and more
than this, our mercies themselves prove a
snare when they engross the heart. Devoted-
nessis the surrenderof self, and of the mercies
which minister to it for the Lord’s sake. 1f
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I am engrossed with the mercies 1 cannot be
devoted ; for if the mercies are my object,
the Lord is not my Object. If I am occu-
pied with myself, all naturdl mercies are
attractive to me, and hailed as from God:
and, without perceiving it, I am carried into
the current of the world, and my weakness,
as a Christian, is manifested. Is not tem-
poral prosperity one of the most fruitful
~causes of declension and feebleness? It
was God’s test to Gideon’s army: * Bring
them down to the water, and I will try
them for thee {there.” Those who were
thinking most of themselves and their own
gain from the mercy were engrossed with
it ;—and they went down on their knees to
drink of the water. The 300 alone could re-
sist 1ts attraction, for their heart was with
Gideon. The water—any thing which ad-
dresses self and engrosses it--diverts the
heart from Christ, and feebleness must
ensue, for without Him we can do nothing.
The importance which attaches to one as
the centre of some useful work to man,
from the gospel downwards, has, when it
engrosses, the same injurious effect ; and we
never see anyone thus engrossed make any
progress in the ways and counsels and
strength of Christ. Worldly prosperity,
that which is highly esteemed among men,
could not engross the heart of a saint who
had appropriated the death of Christ, for if
we eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His blood, He abideth in us and we in
Him. We are in Christ; and believing in
Him, the Spirit flows from us, having en-
riched our souls with the fulness of Christ.
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He i1s our known Object, and all our ways
and thoughts declare it ; for we always seek
pre-eminently what suifs our chief object.
If myself is my object, I seek the natural
merctes and what lends importance to my-
self ; but if Christ be my Object, it is the
things which suit Him and interest Him
which are my earnest study and care. The
things sought after disclose the object of the
heart ; therefore, if they be natural things, I
must be walking in nature, and weak accord-
ingly.

There is one cause more of our weakness
that 1 would dwell on—that is, that we so
little occupy our minds with His mind; we
so little seek fellowship with Him in His
thoughts and purposes. This 1is easily
accounted for, if we are occupied with
mercies which suit and minister to our-
selves. How can the heart take an interest
in the study of His mind and purpose, if it be
full of its own individual advantage? Un-
less Christ were my Object T could not be
the friend of Christ; and unless I am His
friend, it cannot interest me to know His
mind, though my own personal gain even
what He may have given me, may occupy
my mind. If T abide in Him and He in me
(see John xv.), I have His joy in me, and as
His friend He communicates to me His mind.
If T am not devoted to Him, His mind is not
interesting to me, and He does not communi-
cate it to any one not interested in it. There
is no more marked symptom of feebleness
than the little sympathy or acquaintance we
have with His mind, and the little feeling
there is at our want of it; while, on the
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other hand, there is no greater evidence of
strength and faithfulness than to be a man
of undel standing, enriched with the mind of
our Lord and Master, and able skilfully to
instruct His people in a day of confusion
and ignorance. In the addresses to the
Seven Churches in the Revelation, the angel
is always addressed as setting forth in
symbol the true place of the Church as
bearm Christ’'s message. The faithful an-
c=;vmer(~:-d to this character, and heard and
understood the Lord’s message, as always
suited and pertinent to the difficulty of the
moment. In all ages the.true servant of
God was entrusted with His mind as to any
crisis or distinet purpose. In the words,
“Shall I hide from Abraham the thing that
I do?” the principle on which God always
acts is disclosed to us. See also the men of
Issachar (1 Chron. xiii. 32). God has ever
made known His mind to His devoted ser-
vants, and to them only; for others would
not value it.

As with Gideon’s army, it is not enough
for me to attempt or to begin to follow. 1
must have my heart with Gideon’s. 1 must
be devoted. Self must have no place with
me ; and, then, as with the 300, I shall be in-
structed in the mind and purpose of my
Lord. To the 300 only does Gideon tell his
mind and plans— A4s I do, so shall ye do.”

How remarkable is it, and singularly char-
acteristic of our low condition, that one sel-
dom sees a soul occupied with the present
current or course of our Lord’s mind. Some-
thing in reference to itself marks every in-
quiry or engagement. Little wonder, then,
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that our condition should be so low and our.
testimony so powerless.

In conclusion, I beg again to press that the
greatest cause of our weakness arises chiefly
from our imperfect apprehension of the
gospel of Christ. 1 have been told that a
greater number are converted under an i1m-
perfect gospel than under a more perfect
one. What answer can I give to this, but
that the fuller gospel makes a claim on the
heart of man, which deters him from con-
fesmng———whlle the other makes no claim,
and there is no cross to him in confessing
his faith in it.

The Lord lay it on our hearts to see where
we are straitened in ourselves, for surely we
are not straitened in Him, and He would re-
joice in our knowledge of the mystery of
God, wherein are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.

Y o TV W W

Himswerr. If our souls go on Wlth God,
sweet as 18 the assurance that we, vashed
in the blood of Christ, belong to (Jrod yet
the uppermost thought will in the 10ng run
be Himself, We shall come back to His
person. We shall in our praises weave with
it what He has done, sutfered and won for
us ; but the first of all thoughts in our souls
is, the first of all thoughts in heaven is, not
what we have gained, however frue, but
what He has been for us and what He is to
us, yea, what He is in HIMSELF.
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| TRUTH.
< Jeses saith, T AM the way, THE TRUTH,

and the life.”—John xiv. 0.
- Sanctify them through thy truth: THY
WORD IS TRUTH. —John xvii. 17.

“Truth ™ I hold to be definite, unchange-
able, and perfectly revealed tn the Seviptures.”
These are, as regards man, the only fountain
and depository of truth. As to its essence
and living embodiment, it is found alone in
Him who said, “1 AM THE TRUTH "—
happily for-us, “the way and the life also.”
If others hold not this, it is their loss: they
have not the anchor that can be trusted in
the storm. Iruth, 1 deny not, may be
matter of long and hesitating and anxious
enquiry. Because truth, which is but the
expression of the mind of God, though per-
fectly revealed, is not at once. and of neces-
sity, perfectly understood —not even by
those who are called “ wisdom’s children,”
and are “born of God.” < We know in part,
and we prophecy in part.” But truth itself
in the Scriptures, is perfect, absolute, and
unchangeable. There is much in the appre-
hension of this. It removes doubt from the
pathway, and is the hinge of all true enquiry.
It lays open the well, and how its living
waters may be drawn. It points to the
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oracle, and the temper in which it must be
consulted,

As to the study of truth or its investiga-
tion, it must be with intent to obey, and not
to speculate: “If any man will do his will,
he shall know of the doctrine” (Jobn vii.
17). The diseiple’s place, and not the
Master's, belongs to every student of the
truth. Moreover, if success is to crown the
study, truth must be sought for its own
sake, or rather for 1ts Author's. If the
secret bent and purpose is to feed the imag-
ination, or to gratify the lust of knowing,
then /kLrnow this, that thou shalt be “ever
learning, but never able to come to the
knowledge (or ‘full-knowledge’) of the
truth” (2 Tim. iii. 7). On the other hand,
“1f thou criest after knowledge” (conscious
of thy lack of it), “and liftest up thy voice
for understanding 7; “ if thou seckest her as
silver” (with an estimation of its value),
“ and searchest for her as for hid treasures ™
(willing to dig the field over rather than fail
in  thy search); *‘then shalt thou under-
stand the fear of the Lord, and find the
knowledge of God.” . . . . “When wis-
dom enteveth nfo thine heart, and know-
ledge is pleasant to thy soul, discretion shall
preserve thee, understanding shall keep
thee ” (Prov. ii. 3-11). It is the heart’s estim-
ation of the truth that quickens diligence in
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its pursuit; and it is this also, and not the
mind’s dry aectivity, that determines the
rate and measure of advancement in it

“ Buy the truth, and sell it not” (Prov.
xXiii. 23) : no price is too great for its pur-
chase—no gain sufficient to repay its loss.
This is no direction for the world’s market-
ing : but it tells us plainly why so few obtain
what so many profess to seek. ” Wherefore
is there a price in the hand of a fool to get
wisdom, seeing he hath no heart for it?”
(xvii. 16). Albeit the fool of Scripture is the
world’s wise man. To him, then, who would
advance in the knowledge of the truth,
Paul's direction to Timothy must not stand
in the letter only: “Meditate upon these
things; give thyself wholly to them ; that
thy profiting may appear to all.” And he
adds, “ Take heed unto thyself and unto the
‘doetrine ; continue in them ; for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself and them that
hear thee.”

In the communication of truth, when it is
drawn directly from the divine word ; or, it
may be, learnt from others, and verified by
that word (for all are not alike successful
diggers, in the mine, though all should alike
possess a value for the ore), it is definite
and determinate. When teaching ceases
to be definite it ceases to be powerful;
for it ceases to be truth that is taught.
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All truth i3 definite or ceases to be truth.
Teaching that swerves from this may
not cease to be exciting or attractive, but it
coases to edify. “He that hath my word,
let him speak my word faithfully. What is
the chaft to the wheat? saith the lLord”
(Jer. xxiii. 28). But he who deals out as
truth that which is unascertained and inde-
terminate, first imposes on himself the chafl
for the wheat,and then practices the same de-
ception upon others. To present truth in the
plainest and severest garb, and to unfold it
in terms level to the commonest minds, is
the plain duty of every teacher who is in
earnest in what he does. But to seek to
popularize truth by diluting it—to drape it
so that its proportions are hidden—to adorn
it by the efforts of imagination, in order to
make it palatable, and so win for it a place
in minds that have no love for it, nor inten-
tion to practice it, is to “sow the wind, and
to reap the whirlwind ” (Hos. viii. 7). Spirit-
nal truth can only be apprehended by the
understanding becoming spiritual ; and the
attempt to bring it within the grasp of the
unspiritual mind is at best but to leaven and
corrupt the truth, instead of using it as a
- lever by which to bring up the soul to God.
Confidence in the truth, or faith, is content
to let God work, and to open His own doors
for its reception. But there is a bustling
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activity that-is ever thrusting itself forward
—a running where there are no tidings pre-
pared ; which, though it may put on the
guise of zeal for the truth, is in the issue no
better than sowing in unploughed land.
There is divine wisdom in the exhortation of
the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerus-
alem, “Break up your fallow ground and
sow not among thorns” (Jer. iv. 3).

I speak not here against pressing the
message of the gospel upon unwilling hear-
ers ; though in this, both time and wisdom,
and an open door, should be sought at the
hands of the Lord ; and there should be care
that love be never absent as the chief hand-
maid in the work.

But truth can never be popular in this
world. Altogether apart from the testimony
of Scripture, even philosophers are puzzled
“to know how it is that men should love lies,
where they make neither for pleasure, as
with poets ; nor for advantage, as with the
merchant; but for the lie’'s sake.” And we
know who has said, “ Because 1 tell you the
truth, ye believe me not” (John viii. 45).
Truth shows men’s follies and by-ends too
clearly, and sheds too broad a light on the
masquerading of the world, ever to be wel-
comed by it. It is only “he that doeth the
truth [that] comes to the light” (John iii.
21).  Men like to live in sort of twilight ; or
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to walk by the light of a fire that themselves
have kindled, and sparks that they have
compassed themselves about with (see Is. 1.
11). And this they are allowed to do, as long
as truth is mingled with men’s thoughts and
speculations, instead of shining with its own
clear light. All human over-valuing, and
self-conceit, and false fancies., are detected
by the truth; and things that sparkle
and look bright by the world's candle-light,
lose their lustre when brought into the light
of the sanctuary (see Ps. Ixxiii. 17). This
men cannot afford, for it strips the world of
its glory, and shows it as a base counterfeit.
Supposing the light of truth to be let in
upon men and their pursuits, and their
estimation of themselves (to go no further),
does any one doubt that it would make
them feel themselves to be poor, shrunken
things, where the heart had not Christ to
fill up the place of that which the truth
takes away? But it is the very province of
the truth to exhibit things as they are. Itis
the light which makes all things manifest (see
Ephes. v. 13). There is no object, therefore,
unless I would be untrue to my own ends, as
they themselves will be ere long manifested
in the light, in so disguising truth as to
make 1t pass through the world unrecog-
nized in its claims, and without accomplish-
ing a single purpose for which it is given,
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But this is done when it judges neither the
conscience nor the ways of those by whom it
is professedly embraced. The pleasure that
may be professed by such a reception of the
truth, or the profit, is as nothing; and I
ought to blush, if I have only gained for it a
welcome on the condition that it shall be de-
posed from its authority. Tt is like making
truth a harlot to minister to the lusts of the
mind. God is the communicator of truth,
and He has given it that the heart may be
brought into subjection to His a,uthomty, as
well as into acquaintance with Himself. His
works and ways. If I deal with truth at all,
for my own profit or that of others, I am
bound to do it in subjection to God. Hence
the apostle’s declaration, “We have re-
nounced the hidden things of dhhonesty,
not walking in ecraftiness, nor handling the
word of God deceitfully ; but by manifesta-
tion of the truth commending ourselves to
every man's conscience in the sight of God”
(2 Cor. iv. 2),

~ Man, under the guidance of the Spirit of
God, is only the interpreter of the heavenly
oracles. Hence arises a limit in the service
of truth. I must cease to interpret when I
cease to understand. It may be the conse-
quence of my negligence that I do not under-
dstand. Be it so. The acknowledgment of
this may prove a spur to my diligence
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(especially if I bear in mind the word, “to
him that hath shall be given ”); but it is cer-
ta.inly no warrant to cover ignorance by the
pretence of knowledge. How many expo-
sitions of Scripture are to be met with,
whose contradictions amongst themselves
show that it is not truth that is presented,
but the uncertain and ever-varying notions
of men. What, then, in writing, or in oral
teaching, profits ? The definiteness of truth;
truth, doubtless applied by the Holy Spirit
to the conscience and the heart ;—still, the
definiteness of truth. That there may be an
effect where this is absent, I do not deny,
But what is it ? The effect of making people
think, if they think at all, that Secripture is
as vague and pointless as any exposition of
its declarations. Still, I affirm that truth is
definite, or it 1s not truth. Boundless in its
extent it is, and infinitely varied in its appli-
cation, but always definite. Where thig
definiteness is not grasped, uncertainty and
unpreparedness for action are the necessary
result, “ for if the trumpet give an uncertain
sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle?” (1 Cor. xiv. 8). An easy-going
orthodox profession may be satisfied with
vagueness and generality, nay, with vapid-
ness and insipidity ; but if the truth is to de-
tach souls from the world, to bring into
peace and liberty, and to direct to the just
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hope of a Christian, it must be definite. Let
those who are teachers of the truth beware,
for the streams will not rise higher than the
level of the spring; and there is always a
(more or less marked) correspondence be-
tween the character and condition of the
teacher and the taught. People that are
caught by the imaginative, the sentimental,
the shallow and wordy, as well as those who
are captivated by the comprehensive and
earnest, will infallibly bear its stamp. More-
over, it is not everything true which profits.
Where popular effect may become a snare,
the example of Philip, in Acts viii., may well
furnish instruction to the heart. But above
all should be studied the way in which He,
who spake as never man spake, detaches, by
the truth He presents, the multitudes that
were gathered around Him, from all false
expectations which they might have associ-
ated with His words and mission, through
carnality or a worldly mind. The ser-
mon on the mount (Matt. v, ete.), and
John vi., stand out as prominent examples
of this. 1t is a sore trial to our poor hearts
to be obliged, by the presentation of the dis-

tinctiveness of truth, to count upon follow-
ing the experience of the Master, as is re-
corded in John vi. 66: ¢ From that time
many of His disciples went back, and walked
no more with Him.” But this was only a
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legitimate, though sorrowful, effect of the
Lord’s faithfulness to His mission, as uttered
before Pilate, “To this end was I born, and
for this cause came I into the world, that
I should bear witness unto THE TRUTH.
Every one that is of the truth heareth my
voice ” (John xviii. 37), | |
For the truth’s sake all imitation of others,

in their modes of communicating it, should
be eschewed. It has the effect of making
the message appear unreal in the hands of
him who is delivering it. Simplicity of pur-
pose and aim will stamp its own impress on
the mode of communicating, and the vessel
under this power be seen as God has fitted
it, and not distorted by the attempt to emu-
late that which it may be most unlike, both
in original character, and in training for the
work. -

- “Take heed how ye hear” brings before
us the responsibility before God the indi-
vidual is placed under on hearing the truth.
“But know -this, that truth will never be
truth to the soul, until it is translated into
action. Truth appeals to the conscience and
to the affections with all the authority of the
God of truth. At first it deals with me about
ruin and redemption. It claims to be form-
ative of my motives, to be the guide of my
actions, the director of my thoughts, the
animator of my hopes, the overseer of my
whole inner, as well as outer, life.
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Supposing truth to have been rightly
taught and rightly received, what will be its
legitimate effect? This is answered in the
most direct way in the summary the apostle
gives of the effect of the gospel on the Thes-
salonians. He speaks of them as remember-
ing their “ work of faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” And this answers to his expression
in Corinthians, “ Now abideth faith, hope,
charity [love], these three.” There is that in
the revelation of the truths of heavenly
grace which thus aets, by the power of God
on the soul, when it is yielded up to its
power. The “ work of faith” is seen in its
turning the heart “ to God from idols.” in all
the intensity of the contrast between utter
emptiness and vanity, and eternal living ful-
ness. The “labour of love” expresses itself
in the outgoing of life’s energies in the ser-
vice of Him who, in the all commanding and
constraining power of infinite and unstinted
love, makes Himself known to the soul, and
by love thus enchains and leads it captive.
“The patience of hope” takes the definite
form of waiting for the accomplishment of
the promise of Him who said; “I will come
again and receive you unto myself, that
where 1 am, there ye may be also.” Hope
shows its power in the soul by sustaining the
patience while “ waiting for God's Son from
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heaven, whom he raised from the dead [with
all the pregnancy of this mighty truth in
power and love and grace] even JEsUs, who
delivered us from the wrath to come.”

Now these are presented, not as the rip-
ened fruits of long experience in the truth,
but as the very first results of the reception
of gospel grace : the upspringing of heavenly
fruit from a virgin soil when first brought
under culture by the hand of God; the well-
tuned harmony of the soul touched in its
chords by the skill of infinite love. The
Lord Jesus Christ was the Spring and Object
of their faith and love and hope. “The
work of faith” was there ; and “the labour of
love” was there; and the “patience of hope ™
was there. Nothing of the divine testimony
was inert. Indeed, apart from this living
energy, Christianity has no existence in this
world. The truths by which it was first
evoked remain,and the divine power remains
which gave these truths this living expres-
sion. Many things which marked the bright
course of the early church have passed
away, but these are emphatically said to re-
main, ‘“faith, hope, charity, these three,
without which Christianity is not. '

Should not, then, a right presentation dlld
a right reception of the truth of the gospel
be still productive of the same effects?
Should we not view it.as a defective gospel;
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either as preached or professed, if these
effects be absent ? (God's grace must not be
limited : but I am speaking of the responsi-
bility which the truth brings to the soul.
The effect of the gospel is not here limited,
as it is so often now, to the individual hav-
ing obtained peace by it, or even the knowl-
edge of the possession of eternal life. If the
heart rests in faith on the divine truths on
which Christianity is based, must it not
claim for them an energetic and transform-
ing power ? Where God is working, I own
it becomes the soul to tread softly. But in
what are called “revivals,” I think I see this
-—on the part of God, souls awakened in an
extraordinary degree, and many doubtless
brought to Christ;—on the part of man,
nature largely acted on, often a defective
gospel presented, and the mind concentrated
too much on its own assured and joyous feel-
mgs. The result of this is, to a large extent,
even where the work is real, the rearing of
hot-house plants, which wither and show the
yvellow leaf when the extraneous heat and
forcing influences are withdrawn. Conver-
sion is not everything. Fervour will not
stand in the place of truth engrafted in the
soul. Activity is not the only sign of spirit-
ual life and power. “I am so happy!” may
be welcomed as the soul's expression of hav-
ing found in Christ what it could find in
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nothing else. But there is another word of
Christ to be heard besides “ thy sins are for-
given thee:” it is, “If any man serve me,
let him follow me.” It is a great thing that
the practical aim of Christians be not low-
ered. True revival I take to be the leading
back of souls to see from whence they have
fallen, and to repent and do the first works.
The sure token of a revival in the church (I
do not mean the fact of frequent conversions)
will be found in Christians being led
solemnly to lay it to heart, whether the
church is in a position to meet the Lord,
and whether it is a true and faithful witness
for Him in His absence. There are dangers of
all times, and there are the special dangers of
our own; but the fulness of the truth as com-
municated to us by God is sufficient to enable
the simple and dependent saint to meet them
all, and so to find the special blessing prom-
ised, by the lips of Him whose name we
bear, “to him that overcometh.”

FRrRAGMENT.—Scripture speaks of grace as
well as truth. It speaks of God’s love who
gave His only-begotten Son that sinners like
you and me might be with Him, know Him,
enjoy Him for ever, and enjoy Him now;
that the conscience, perfectly purged, might
be in joy in His presence, without a cloud,
without a reproach, without fear. IR
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PROPHECY.

The field of prophecy 18 a vast and impor-
tant one, whether in view of the moral
instruction it contains, or on acecount of the
great events that are announced in it, or
through its development of God’s govern-
ment, and, by this means, its revelation of
that which He Himself is in His ways with
men. Jehovah and His dealings, and the
Messiah, shine through the whole. Israel
always forms the inner cirele, or chief plat-
form, on which these dealings are developed
and with which the Messiah is immediately
in relation. Outside of, and behind this, the
nations are gathered, instruments and
objects of the judgments of God, and finally,
the subjects of His universal government,
made subject to the Messiah, who however
will assert His especial claim to Israel as
His own people.

It is evident that the church and the
Christian’s individual place is outside this
whole scene. In ¢t there is neither Jew nor
Gentile ; in it the Father knows the objects
of His eternal election, as His beloved
children; and Christ, glorified on high,
knows it as His body and His bride.
Prophecy treats of the earth, and of the
government of God. For, after personal
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salvation 1is settled, there are two great
subjects in Scripture, the government of
this world, and the sovereign grace which
has taken poor sinners and put them into
the same place as God’s own Son as the
exalted Man, and as adopted into sonship—
the divine glory, and that in Christ, being of
course the centre of all. If we measure
things, not by our importance but, by the
importance of the manifestation of God,
whatever developes His ways as unfolded in
His government will have much importance
in our eyes. There can be no doubt that the
church, and the individual Christian, are a
still more elevated subject, because God has
there displayed the whole secret of His
eternal love, and deepest present divine
affections. But if we remember that it is
not only the sphere of action that is in
question, but He who acts therein, the deal-
ings of God with Israel and the earth will
then assume their true importance in our
eyes. And these are the subjects of
prophecy. For the others we must speoidlly
look at what the Holy Ghost has given us
through Paul and John.

This portion of the word is divided into
two parts. The prophecies that refer to
Israel during the time that Israel is owned
of God, and consequently that concern the
future glory also, form one part. The other
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consists of those prophecies which make
known that which happens during God’s
rejection of His earthly people, but which
make it known in view of the final blessing
of this very people. This distinetion flows
from the fact that the throne of God, sit-
ting between the cherubim, has been taken -
away from Jerusalem, and the dominion of
the earth committed to the (entiles. The
period of this dominion is called “the times
of the Gentiles.” The former class of
prophecies applies to that which precedes
and to that which is subsequent to this
period. The latter refers to this period
itself. There 1s a moment of transition,
during which the restoration of the people
is in question, when the end of the times of
the Gentiles draws near—a moment especi-
ally in view in those prophecies which
relate to this period, and to which the
Psalms largely apply, connecting it with the
first coming of the Liord and His rejection
by the Jews. As He says, “ Ye shall not
see me henceforth till ye say, Blessed be he
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” But
the general history of the period itself is
given in diverse forms. The interval
between the return from the Babylonish
captivity and the coming of Jesus has a
special character. For the Gentiles had the
dominion ; and nevertheless Judah was at
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Jerusalem expecting the Messiah. God
favoured His people with the testimony of
prophets, who addressed themselves especi-
ally to this state of things, namely, Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi. Their prophecies
have consequently an especial character
suited to the position in which the people
are then found and to God’s ways towards
them. B

There is another prophet who holds a
peculiar place, that is, Jonah. His was the
last testimony addressed immediately to the
Gentiles, to show that God still bore them
in mind, and governed all things supremely
although He had already called Israel to be
a separate people unto Himself,

Christ 1s the centre of all these prophecies,
whatever their character may be. It is the
Spirit of Christ that speaks in them. One
of the two divisions above-mentioned is of
much greater extent than the other. Daniel
alone in the Old Testament gives us the
detail of “the times of the Gentiles,” with
the exception of some particular revelations
in Zechariah., There is a very striking dif-
ference between the two classes of prophe-
cies. That which belongs to the time when
Israel is acknowledged is addressed to the
people, to their conscience and to their
heart. That which gives the history of
“the times of the Gentiles,” while it is a
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revelation for the people, is not addressed o
them. In the books of the three prophets
who prophesied ofter the captivity, neither
Israel nor Judah is ever called the people
of God, except in promises for the future,
when the Messiah will re-establish blessing.

There is yet another principle, simple but
important to our understanding of the
prophets. Whatever figures the Spirit of
God may use in depicting the ways of God
or those of the enemy, the subject of the
prophecy is never a figure. I am not speaking
of those prophecies in which all is symbol;
this remark could not be applied to them.
Moreover, a symbol is not the same thing as
a figure. It is a collection of the moral or
historical qualities, or of both, which belong
to the prophetic object, in order to present
(od’s idea of that object. Certain elements
which compose this symbol may be figures
but the symbol itself, correctly speaking, is
not a figure, but a striking whole, made up
of the qualities that morally compose the
thing described. Accordingly, nothing is
more instructive than a well-understood
symbol. It is the perfect idea which God
gives us of the way in which He looks upon
the object represented by the symbol-—His
view of its moral character.
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“ As ORACLES oF Gon.”

“If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God.”—1 Pet. iv. 11.

One is quite right in thinking that the
apostle’'s word goes far beyond speaking
according to the Scriptures, for a man might
say nothing but what was scriptural, and
not speak “as [the] oracles of God” (hos
logia Theou). The passage implies that one
should only speak when one has the cer-
tainty of uttering what one believes to be
the mind of God for the occasion. If there
is not this confidence, one ought to be silent.
It may be an artless message, possibly like
that of Peter and John, displaying the
speaker to be humanly ignorant and un-
learned, and yet just the mind of God, suit-
able to the present need. This is to speak
“as oracles of God.” Another might speak a
word true in itself, but applicable to wholly
different circumstances, warning where
comfort was needed, instruction where the
Spirit was rather calling out communion,
or vice versa. To speak thus is not to speak
as oracles of God.

Of course, there is the other and equally
Aimperative obligation on the part of those
“who hear, of examining all by the word of
God.—*“Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good.”
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A BRIEF WORD ON THE EPISTLE TO
| THE GALATIANS.

I believe that we may shortly describe
‘this epistle as thus—the “Scripture” by the
‘ministry of Paul now, as once by the voice
of Sarah, casting the bondwoman and her
son out of the house of Abraham. |

The apostle, in order to do this, first proves
his warrant. And this he does to perfection
in chaps. i., ii.—showing that he received his
gospel purely and immediately from God
Himself, in a way that admitted of no.
human admixture whatever, and that,
under the full conscious authority of a
gospel so received, he had already met the
bondwoman and her ways in the person of
the apostle Peter at Antioch, and withstood
her—thus making prootf of his present min-
istry on a small scale, so to speak ; or, like
Samson, slaying the lion on his way to this
Philistine den in Galatia, when he was to
meet a host of them.

And besides this, he makes the experience
of their own souls, and the voices of Serip-
ture touching Abraham and the law, his
further witnesses. He makes them, as it
were, seal his authority to do this great
work in the name of the Lord (Chap. 1ii.).
And further, he shows that the time was
now fully come, when the Lord had ripened
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all His dispensational actings up to the very
point of casting out the bondwoman and
her son (chap. iv. 1-7).

Nothing could be more perfeet than a
warrant thus delivered, thus verified, thus
sealed, and thus countenanced, if I may so
speak, by God’s own acts. The apostle,
therefore, with full ease, and conscious
authority, finds himself in company with
Sarah in Gen. xx1. As she then knew her
right, without leave from her husband or
apology to anyone, summarily to demand
the expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael from
the house, so does Paul here. He shows
what the modern or Mystic Hagar is—that
it is the religiousness of mere nature, or a
system of observances and ordinances, either
imposed or revived by man in the churches
of the saints—that formality of days, and
months, and times, and years, which gend-
ers the spirit of bondage, and hinders the
formation of Christ 1n the soul, and that
spirit of liberty which He ever brings with
Him. And the expulsion of this Hagar,
this bondwoman, from the house of Abra-
ham, or the churches of the saints, he de-
mands with as full, unsparing decision as
ever Sarah demanded the casting out of
Hagar the Egyptian and her mocking child
(chap. iv. 8-v. 12). | |

But, if I may so speak, the energy of the -
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apostle even exceeds that of Sarah. And -
this is but right. It is right that, as we ad-
vance in the unfolded ways and thoughts of
God, and get from the time of Gen. xxi., to
the time of Gal. v., we should {ind the ener-
gies and demands of theSpirit still more wide
and more intense also. We often see this.
1t was written of old, “ Thou shalt not for-
swear thyself ;” but it is written at a later
period, “ Swear not at all.”* So here, the
demands of Paul are somewhat larger and
more intense than those of Sarah had been.
She was satisfied with the dismissal of
Hagar and the child, but Paul calls together
with that for the removal out of the house
of all that belonged to them. He will do
what he can to get every vestige of their
former residence there effaced. He would
fain obliterate every remembrance of them
—the very customs -they once observed
there, their habits and modes of living, and
the spirit and tempers which they were
nourishing and practising; all these he
would have to be gone, as well as them-
selves. He would even purify the place of
the very air their breath and presence had

* Just, as we all know from abundance of cases, the
dispensational purposes of God are gradually disclosed
more and more perfectly, so the holy demands of the
Spirit are more and more fervent and intense. (See
an instance of the first of these in Psalm viii. and 1

{or, xv.)
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diffused. Not merely the religiousness of
the flesh would he peremptorily expel the
house, the miserable and beggarly elements
which kept the soul in bondage; but the
works of the flesh also, its moral ways, its
boastings and energies. Yea, and its con-
ceits and high mindedness too—its despite
of a poor overtaken soul, through the vain
thought of its own security. Against all
this, and more than this, he lifts up his
more-than-Sarah voice, knowing no stint
to the demand, that the bondwoman, with
all that belongs to her, as well as her child,
shall be turned out of the churches of the
saints, or the modern mystic house of
Abraham. And even in addition to this, he
would have that house learn and practise
the very opposite and contradictory habits
—the ways of the Spirit and not of the
flesh, the things that become the new
creature in Christ, and not what was found
inseparable from the flesh (chap. v. 13-
vi. 10).

He then gives us another witness of the
importance he attached to all this truth,
writing this epistle with his own hand
(See Rom. xvi. 22). For the defence of it

demands more vigour than its publication
(ver. 11). |

He, in the next place, exposes the moral
or the interested purposes of those who
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were leading them back to circumeision or
religiousness, and 1s bold to present him-
self as one that knew the power of the oppo-
site prineiple (see chap. i. 4; vi. 14), with
all authority, too, as from God, speaking
peace to all who eclung to that principle
(vs. 12-17). |

And he closes by a suited valediction. For
it is their spirit he commends to the grace
of the Lord (ver. 18).

Such I judge to be the principle details of
this epistle. And generally, I may say,
there is a tone of peculiar decision and fer-
vency in it. The apostle felt as though the
citadel itself were in danger. A standard-
bearer at Antioch had already well-nigh
fainted. He had come, as it were, fresh
from that sight, and he must grasp the
banner of the gospel with fresh vigour be-
cause of 1it, and step into the breach like a
man.

It was a moment of deep interest, and he
cannot but be alive to it. And though we
are not In commission exactly as he was,
intrusted with the truth of the dispensation
in a special way (1 Cor. ix. 17), yet we are,
as in the train of this great ambassador, to
be of one mind with him, and give place by
subjection, no, not for an hour, if the mine
have been laid again that threatens the
citadel. |
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TOLERATION.

There is a great cry now-a-days against
intolerance and bigotry, and a proportionate
laudation of tolerance and liberality ; and
people are frightened by hard names and
deceived by soft ones, and at last, from mere
habit, believe what they assert or what
others assert to them, and think that toler-
ation must be the right thing. Progress in
the search after what the world calls truth
is said to be hindered by dogmatic opinions
or teaching. In secular things, however,
such as natural science, ete., dogmatism may
be admitted. In spiritual things, and in
those things which concern the truth of God
and the salvation of men’s souls, dogma is,
they say, inadmissable. We are told that
what men on these subjects think to be true
to-day, may to-morrow be found susceptible
of modification, or be proved altogether
erroneous ; that doctrines and practices,
good and true In one age, are untitted for a
succeeding period of the world’s history, and
may be pronounced “obsolete.” What would
do very well in times past as the foundation
of a man’s hope for eternity, is quite un-
suited to this more advanced age; the doc-
trine of which to-day will in turn pass away,
~and be succeeded by others more advanced,
and so on. In the face of such a state of
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things, we are told that it is presumption
for any man to express conviction In a
settled opinion upon any religious question
or doctrine. Many, indeed, are asking,
“What is Truth?” and “ Who will show us
any good?” but very few wait for an
answer.,

Toleration, then, is the order of the pres-
ent day; and men may hold what they
please provided they will not interfere with
their neighbours’ opinions, and limit the suit-
ability of their own opinions to themselves.
But it was not always so, neither will it
always continue, but it is the cry of the
moment, and therefore it is worthy of ex-
amination.

What, then, is toleration, and why and
what are we to tolerate? The very word
implies a state of imperfection. If all were
of one mind, there would be no toleration
needed ; if good universally prevailed, there
would be nothing to tolerate; if evil was
universal, it would certainly be intolerable,
though for all that it must be endured (as it
will be in the “ place prepared for the devil
and his angels”). Toleration, then, implies
the co-existence of good and evil, in which
evil is tolerated by (that which assumes to
be) good, for toleration must necessarily be
by the superior towards the inferior. |

That in a sense and in degree toleration is
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right none of course would deny, for God
Himself tolerates, exhibits patience and
long-suffering. His own word, and every
man’s experience, teaches this. But with
God, toleration has a limit; and it must
be so, for though in grace for a time He
may “endure with much long-suffering,” He
could not always do so without a denial of
His character. A Being who eternally toler-
ated evil would not be good, holy, or right-
eous ; and a state in which toleration was
eternally called for would not be a perfect
one. Toleration, even on God’s part, must
therefore be defined and limited, both in its
extent and its duration.

But there is another side to the question.
For though in patience and grace a being
who is perfectly good may for a time, and
for an object, tolerate evil, toleration, if ex-
ercised by beings in themselves not good but
evil, assumes another and very different
aspect. If a being who is perfectly good
tolerates evil, it must be for a good end, or
he would not be good; but if an imperfect
being exercise toleration, we must suspect
both the motive and the end. To speak of
evil tolerating evil sounds paradoxical, yet
as a matter of fact we meet it constantly in
the world, and ‘it 1s the spirit of that Wthh
people call ¢ agreeing to differ.”

- Toleration, then, on the part of fallible or
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imperfect beings; springs from two or three
motives. Firstly, from such self-condemna-
tion as to render the judgment of others in
like doubtful circumstances impossible. Sec-
ondly, from inability to force their own
views and opinions, owing to a balance of
power 1n those opposed to them ; or, thirdly,
from lack of certainty, and conviction of the
truth of what they do hold. |

Now, while the first is true of man in
his natural state (Rom. i. 31, ii. 1); and the
second undoubtedly underlies all forms of
doetrinal error, whether infidel or super-
stitious; the third, we are assured, is the
motive of much that is called religious toler-
ation now-a-days. Men are uncertain in
their opinions, have no solid foundation for
their belief, no sure prospect for their hopes.
In things which concern the soul’s salvation
(that which the world itself admits to be the
most important of all subjects) men hold
opinions as wide as the poles asunder, and
none dare say in their hearts, much less
with their lips, “1 have found the truth.”

One system of religion alone in Christen-
dom has emphatically claimed infallibility.
Whilst that system had the power, it not
only asserted infallibility, but, consistently
therewith, it exercised intolerance. Another
spirit and a superior power has been slowly
developing. Man’s reason is asserting its
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claim, and the charity and toleration of our
day is *mainly the fruit of the co-existence
and conflict of the spirits of superstition and
infidelity. The world will yet experience
again the intolerance of an over-bearing
power of evil. As the influence of super-
stition still further wanes, and the present
necessity of mutual toleration ceases (for
toleration will always lessen as the balance
of power tends more and more in one direc-
tion, and will cease when such power can
assert itself), so will the tyranny and selfish-
ness of man uncontrolled by religion,
whether false or true, be developed in the
Antichrist—the man of sin, the lawless, the
wicked omne, spoken of in the Seriptures
(Dan. xi. 36 ; 2 Thess. ii.; Rev. xiii.).

Hitherto we have been speaking of the
character and spirit of the toleration now
abroad in the world, but we also desire, if
the Lord will, to say a few words for the
. help of those who, desiring to know and do
the will of God, are yet in difficulty as to
what to allow and what to refuse.

On this subject, as on every other in which
the professing people of God are concerned,
we can go nowhere for instruction but to
God and to His word. His ways must be

*We say mainly, for we do not deny but that there
is a measure of true Christian forbearance also in
exercise, and often in combination with less pure
motives,
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our example. His word our precept. All
will admit that if there be any revelation of
God, there must also exist in connection
with 1t a standard of right and of truth, if it
be but apprehended. But while this is ad-
mitted in a general way, there is the great-
est hesitation on the part of men either to
grasp this standard for themselves or to
admit that others may have attained to it.
All Christendom acknowledges Christianity
as (od’s revelation, yet for the most part
argue as if the arrival at a divine certainty
of God’'s truth were impossible—as if, in
fact, God, who gave revelation, had not in-
tended, or was unable to bring it home to
the hearts and understandings of those to
whom it has been made. Hence dogmatism
is deprecated, and strong convictions gener-
ally demurred to. Even the one system
which in its own self-assertion dogmatises
unhesitatingly, ceases to be dogmatic, or
even confident, directly it attempts to deal
with the real and primary object of a
divine revelation—mnamely, the bringing to-
gether into acquaintance, confidence and
peace, the holy God and His sinful creatures
—and denies that this end can be attained
in this life; asserting, in direct opposition to
the whole teaching of the New Testament
revelation of grace and love, that “no man
knoweth whether he be worthy of love or
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of hate.” DBut for our own part we are con-
fident that God has given an unerring and
pertect revelation, wherein He Himself may
be infallibly known, and His truth infallibly
grasped, all the diversity and uncertainty of
men’s opinions notwithstanding.

Before, then, we can venture to be toler-
ant or intolerant, the first point to be settled
is the confidence and ground of the indi-
vidual soul. Unless we know and are per-
suaded that we have the truth, it is cer-
tainly impossible for us with any decency or
power to exhibit intolerance of the opinions
of others.* ’

What, therefore, is needed is individual
personal assurance, founded on divine and
therefore a pertect authority, and when this
is possessed, what, and what not to tolerate
may be soon arrived at. God’s truth is the
standard of doctrine ; His ways, of practice.

*If, for instance, one knows not for himself salva-
tion as a possession, one cannot honestly be intolerant
of the views held by others on the subject. One may
not approve them, but one must tolerate them, On
the other hand, the soul that knows by divine faith
that it has salvation from God on the alone ground of
the death and resurrection of Christ, has a positive
confidence and a standard on this point, which renders
him necessarily intolerant of every opinion which
may be advanced against it. I know whom I have
believed,” is the language of such. There are certain
things in which theory will not stand against posses-
sion, and this is one. Theories about salvation may
be as clear as the day, but the one that has the thmg
itself alone can judge their value. -
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That the Christian may not, without ter-
rible risk and responsibility, tolerate that
which is contrary to God, His word dis-
tinctly teaches. Toleration of sin and of
evil doctrine are denounced in many and
many places, such as 1 Cor. v.; 1 Tim. v. 20,
22; 2 John; Rev. ii. 14-16, 1i1. 15, 16. The
warnings of Christ to the churches are
solemn words in the present day, when men
tolerate every form of evil under the com-
mon name of Christianity, and deprecate
the judgment of opinions and teaching the
most dishonouring to Christ and His work.
How do the words of Malachi 1i. 17, apply to
such-—“Ye have wearied the Lord with your
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we
wearied Him? When ye say, Every one
that doeth evil is good in the sight of the
Lord, and He delighteth in them.” When
professing Christians are asked to judge and
separate from evil doctrine and practice,
they reply, “ How are we to judge that to be
wrong which is conscientiously held;” or
more often they retort, ©“ Who are you, thus
to judge others?” And why is this, but that
men, calling themselves by the name of
Christ, hold not in their own souls the
power of Christianity as God’s own revela-
tion of Himself; and on -this everything
turns. If I hold doctrines as mere matters
of opinion, how can I contend against con-

The Remembrancer 12 (1903)



The Remembrancer 12 (1903)

194

trary views held by others on the same
ground and by the same right.

But when the heart and mind are per-
suaded and pervaded by the truth of God,
we do not speak of “my opinions” or “my
ideas,” and we do not, and ought not to set
up our opinions against those of others. It
is not that “I think one thing and you an-
other, and we shall never agree,” but it is
that I believe God, that I have submitted to
His word, T have accepted and adopted His
thoughts, He has answered every question
of my heart, and He alone can answer truly
any question of any heart. What may be
advanced to the contrary is not against the
believer's opinion merely, but against the
word of God in whom he has believed ; and
thus false doctrine or opinions contrary to
such an one’s faith cannot be tolerated, or
admitted as having any weight or claim
whatever. In dealing with them, grace and
wisdom are, however, needed, and the be-
liever has to judge, and has the ability also
to judge (1 Cor. ii. 11-15) the spirit in which
they may be advanced. He will make a
difference between the teacher of evil doc-
trine and those taught and deceived thereby.
Whilst after admonition he will reject the
former, and tolerate neither the teacher nor
the teaching, he will have compassion on
the latter-—the one who is ignorant and de-
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ceived ; and while refusing and correcting
the error, will in no wise rejeet the person.
The believer will “have compassion on the
ignorant, and on them that are out of the
way ;” he will lift up the hands that hang
down and the feeble knees, and make
straight paths for the feet, lest that which
is lame be turned out of the way, but let it
rather be healed. In meekness also he will
endeavour to instruct those that oppose
themselves. Here, however, there is danger
of failure. Often we lack patience with
those whose hearts are truly upright, but
who are unskilful in the word of righteous-
ness, or have been deceived by false teach-
ing. Or, again, in tolerating the person who
is ignorant we go too far, and tolerate, or
appear to tolerate, his opinions and ways,
and thus are unfaithful to the person, and
to God and His word. ¢ Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from in-
iquity;” and it the believer sees one in
ignorance, even linked with that which in
any degree is contrary to the mind and
truth of Christ, he must not touch the evil
‘which ke knows to be evil out of any consid-
eration of love for the other. Foy instance,
one dear to us may be linked with a false
system of religious doctrine, which we know
to be contrary to God. Are we to say that
he believes it, and therefore we must ac-
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knowledge his right to practise it, and aid
him in doing so? Surely not! We must
no more acknowledge for another the right
to believe and practise error than for our-
selves. We may not be able to persuade, or
‘even to interfere on the subject, but we can
no more aid and abet in it than we could in
facilitating the suicide of a friend who
assured us on his word that he was weary
of life. |

But we are well assured of this, that the
~ more our own souls are imbued and satisfied

with the truth of God as it is revealed in
Christ, the less tolerant shall we be of all
that is contrary to it, and yet the more able
are we to exhibit the patience and grace of
Christ Himself towards the persons who
may be involved in error. For while in a
sense there is nothing so intolerant as truth,
yet the one who has truth knows that both
“ Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ,”
and he does not therefore separate what
God has joined together in the revelation of
Himself.¥* To be persuaded in our own
souls that so far as we have attained (for we
only know in part—1 Cor. xiii. 9; Phil. iii.
12, 13), we hold the truth of God Himself,

*On the other hand, error knows not grace, and
cannot show it, When unchecked by a conflicting

ower, error propagates ifself by force, fraud and
cruelty. So was Romanism in the darker ages; so
will be infidelity in the latter days (1 Tim iv, ; 2 Tim.
ili. ; Rev. xiii. 14, 15). |
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gives us an immeasurable superiority in
dealing with the souls of others, and enables.
us, while unsparing towards error, to mani-
- fest the toleration and long suffering of God
towards those who are deceived thereby.
Compassed ourselves with infirmity, having
nothing but the grace of God to boast in, we
have not to assert ourselves, but simply that
which is due to Him who has left us here to
be witnesses for his truth.

With regard to toleration of the religious
opinions of others, which is so strongly
advocated now-a-days, we would observe
that nothing is more resented by the
majority of professing Christians than to
have their profession judged. They claim
for themselves the liberty which they
profess to accord to others. Their position
is, however, untenable if judged by God’s
word. However great the confusion may
have become, there is in Scripture a distinet.
recognition of a “ without” and a “within.”
In Christendom no doubt the line is all but
obliterated ; but, nevertheless, all who take
Christ’s name and call themselves Christians,
unquestionably take the nside place, and
are therefore liable to be judged by their
fellows. “ Doye not also judge them that
are within?”1 (1 Cor. v. 12.) HEvery profess-

+The Christian is not called on to judge the
world : ¢ Them that are without God judgeth;” but
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ing Christian is, therefore, open to judg-
ment, and all that such can require is that
they may be judged by the word of God,
and not by the measure of another’s, or
even of their own, conscience.  If we ecan
bear that test, we can say with the apostle
that with us it is a very small thing to be
judged of man’s judgment. We fear, how-
ever, that much of the tenderness we find
abroad on this point arises from inability to
bear the test.

Finally, we ask our readers to examine
their own position and practice as to toler-
ation, and to ascertain whether their own
hearts are pursuaded and satisfied with
God’s revelation (we do not say with man’s
interpretation of it, but with the revelation
itself)—Christ, the Son of the living God--
He who has the words of eternal life, God
manifest in flesh, crucified in weakness,
declared to be the Son of God with power by
the resurrection of the dead, and now by
the right hand of God exalted? Is He so
the ground of their peace and confidence ?
Has the word which reveals Him so laid
hold of their souls that they can say, “ Let

we are often in difficulties now-a-days from finding

those who call themselves Christians, and claim to be

““within,” so linked with the outside world that it is

impossible to know how to class them. All we can

say is, that while they make very bad Christians,

they are a very good imitation of what is commonly
called the World.
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God be true, though (if need be) every man
aliar?” Do they believe God rather than
man, and know and recognize the immeasur-
able claim which He has, not only on our
love, but on our obedience and life? Luke-
warmness is a hateful thing in the sight of
One who has spared nothing for the benefit
and blessing of those He loves. Where love
in one is “stronger than death,” how hate-
ful to find Its objects careless and indifferent.
To such Christ says, “ Because thou art luke-
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth.” But even this is
not His last word to them; for He adds,
“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten;
be zealous, therefore, and repent. Behold,
I stand at the door and knock ; if any man
hear my voice and open the door, I will
come into him, and will sup with him, and
he withme . .. . ... He that hath an ear,
- let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
Churches.” |
L Ve A" o

“IN THE WILDERNESS ALONE WITH
GOD.”

( Eatract from Letter, wwritten 1871.)

“T do not know whether my heart appre-
hends things in England aright as to the
work of the Lord ; and I would desire to see
His thoughts ere I speak or write about a
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work in which His hand is engaged and
‘which is either His own work and then all-
important, or else a mixed thin-g which 1s
not indeed and in fact the very preparation
for the Bright and Morning Star though it
‘may link on with that which, or be that out
of which, what is prepared for, the Bright
and Morning Star shall emerge. The great
want of soul-trust in individuals is God and
Christ. The want of clear understanding of
expiation and of the new revelation of the
character as brought out to light of God (as
the God and Father of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lamb wupon the throne), has
pressed upon me not a little as seen in
England; and I have feared a tendency to
enlarge and restore without due reference to
‘squls being really in faith and spirit in His
presence. I give you my thoughts as they
rise afresh, though they have long been again
before me.

In early days there was much patience and

a wall to jump over; this gave more char-
acter to both workman and those worked
upon. The Lord grant that in the removal
of barriers (many of them removed through
infidelity and rationalism, ete.) we may not
have fallen and may not fall into a super-
ficial kind of work. The work has become so
vast that one can only commend it to Him,
but at the same time, and in proportion as
it augments, one needs to keep oneself more
-and more-apart with Him.”
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SELF-JUDGMENT.

“I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the
car, but now mine eye seeth Thee, wherefore [
abhor myself.”—Job xlii. 5, 6.

“ For if we would judge ourselves we should
not be judged.”—1 Cor. x1. 31.

It is a common saying that “self-preser-
vation is the first law of nature,” and, with-
out doubt, nature does prompt self to pre-
serve itself in every condition and circum-
stance. Naturally man cares for self before
any other object, and whether it be in con-
nection with his life, his possessions, his
ease, or his character., self has the first
place in his thoughts and affections. HEven
the law of God fully recognises this, for (ad-
dressing man as it does in his unregenerate
state, I Tim. i. 9, 10) it says, ¢ Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself.” Greater love than
this God’s law does not exact from man to
his fellow. |

- Now, as selt is a selfish and a jealous
being, justification is its first impulse when
accusation or conviction is brought against
it. Naturally, if it can avoid it, self will
never condemn, but will always justify, self;
and thus self-judgment is a work not of
nature, nor of willingness, but of compulsion
and constraint,
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Self-judgment, howeven, lies at the very
basis of Christianity in the individual soul,
and it is the inseparable condition of a walk
in communion with God.

I think we may say that self-judgment is
an effect of the conscience of a man (sinner
or saint) being brought into the presence of
a higher standard of righteousness than it
has hitherte apprehended; for although
self-judgment is a spontaneous act of the
conscience of man,—as distinguished from
his being judged by another, -yet self can-
not judge self apart from a standard, and
that standard or measure must be outside
self, and to be of any value to the soul in
the way of comparison, it must also be alto-
gether above it. True self-judgment is
therefore always in the presence of God,
and of His revelation or word, for here
alone a perfect and unchanging standard is
to be found. No judgment of self by any
lower standard can avail either to arouse
the conscience or to raise the condition of a
soul.

Indeed we may say that self-examination
or self-judgment by any lower than a divine
standard, must always partake of, and end
in, self-justification. Thus. for instance, if
the uneasy conscience or dissatisfied soul
commences a comparison of its present with
a past condition, whatever may be the dis-
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covery as to advancement, or declension, 1t;
cannot profit or raise the soul above its own
either present or past experience. So we
find with Job’s case, his remembrance of
what he had been in the past, gave him no
power in the present (chaps. xxix., XXX., etc.).
He was measuring himself by himself, and
though dissatisfied enough with his present,
yvet he boasted in his past condition; and
was proved after all to be “ righteous in his
own eyes ~’ (chap. xxxii. 1). But no sooner
does he apprehend the righteousness and
the glory of God than self is judged and
abhorred.

Again, the examination of self by compar-
ison with others can only bring the same
imperfect results; for though on the one
hand self in me, may in a degree be rebuked,
and judged in some respects by the higher
tone and character of life in another, yet on
the other hand I see failure in them, and
then there is the tendency to say in the
heart, “T am not so bad after all. Though
he exceeds me in this, I excel hiin in that,
and our trials and temptations are not the
same ”; and so self, whether in me or my
brother, is excused and justified. Paul sums
them all up in 2 Cor. x. 12, saying of those
who “measure themselves by themselves,”
and “compare themselves among them-
selves,” that they “are nof wise.” This,
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however, is the tendency of the natural
heart, and of a human religion. Human
rather than divine excellence is set up as the
standard, and so in Romanism, ¢ Saints,” so
called, are the examples set before the soul,
as in them may be found a righteousness
attainable by human nature, and infirmities
offering an excuse for the failures of the
flesh.

But how different and how perfect is the
work of self-judgment when produced by a
divine and unchanging standard, that is, by
the conscience of man, a sinner, being
brought into the presence of God, the
Holy God. Genesis iii., Exodus xx., Isaiah
vi., Luke v., are well-known instances of
what 1s wrought when God is seen in His
holiness, and self is judged in its sinfulness
before Him. “I was afraid ”; “Let not God
speak with us”: “Woe is me”; “Depart
from me,” are the varied utterances, telling
the same tale, that conscience had been
brought into the presence of a righteousness
which it had not before apprehended. And
in the case of a sinner unreconciled to God,
or of unjudged flesh in any, whether sinner
or saint, the sense of this righteousness is
insupportable, and the consecience seeks to
escape from its presence. And this work
still goes on when the souls and consciences
of men are brought into contact with the
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righteousness of God revealed in the gospel
of Christ (Rom.i. 17). A sinner is proved to
be a sinner by this very gospel, gracious and
blessed as the message is (2 Cor. v.14; 1Tim.
i. 15): and if on the one hand the grace of
God, when learned in the cross of Christ,
brings peace and salvation to the broken
and convicted heart, on the other hand it is
the unwavering righteousness of God’s judg-
ment of sin in the person of His Son, which
breaks and convicts the heart, and shuts 1t
up to this one, this only, way of salvation.

But it is self-judgment in the believer that
- we rather desire to speak of and to press
upon the consciences of our readers. We
have said that it is an inseperable condition
from a walk in communion with God, and
this is the question which is so important
for the soul of every Christian.

God has brought His people to HIMSELF.
It is not merely salvation from death and
judgment which they obtain by the Lord
Jesus Christ, but they are brought “TO
GOD” (1 Pet. iii. 18). This has ever been
God’s purpose in redemption, that man
might so have fellowship with Him,and walk
with Him. He brought Israel to Himself
(Ex. xix. 4) ; but they refused Him. Inthat
nation it was tried, and proved that unre-
generate man, however favoured, could not
have fellowship with God. 'The mighty
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signs and wonders by which His presence
with them and favour towards them were -
evidenced, never touched their hearts, nor
gained their affections. No mere exhibition
of the grace or of the power of God can alter
man, or give him power wn himself. “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh.” Man, to
have fellowship and communion with God,
“must be born again” (John iii); and,
“ through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus,” God has shown how His purpose is
now fulfilled. In the death of Christ we
learn how the believer’s sin and sins are
judged, forgiven, and put away. (Rom. viii.
3; 1 Pet. i1. 24; Ephes. 1. 75 Heb. ix. 26); the
“ old man erucified with Him ” (Rom. vi. 6).
In His resurrection is deelared the way in
which He becomes the quickening Spirit,
and thus imparts to the believer a new life,
a divine nature, in the power of which he
can and does have fellowship with God the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, the
Lord (see John v. 26; 1 Cor. xv. 45; Ephes.
i, 19, 20, and 11. 5, 6 ; 1 John 1. 3).

Now it is this new standing, this nearness
to God, which gives the believer power for
self-judgment. The believer now knows
God, is no longer in ignorance of Him or of
His will. Not only by outward revelation
through the word, but by the inward wit-
ness of the Spirit hath He “shined in our
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hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”
(2 Cor.iv.6). “We have the mind of Christ”
(1 Cor. ii. 16). In Christ, the believer is al-
ways in the presence and power of divine
righteousness, for “ we are made the right-
eousness of God in Him ” (2 Cor. v. 21).

For self-judgment the believer has there-
fore a perfect rule and measure, and the abil-
tty to use it. He has only to ask himself,
“ How has God judged, how has He exam-
ined, by what has He tested my nature, my
thoughts, my words, my deeds”? “Do 1
know peace with God, and have I tasted that
the Lord is gracious, even He who bore my
sins =n His own body on the tree? If so,
do Idesire to know communion with Him ”?
“Then let me ever in honesty and sincerity
bring myself, and all that is within me, to
the light of His presence, and by the word
of His grace test it, and judge it, even as He
has done already. God knows me through
and through, and He has given me ability to
know myself through and through. Deceit-
ful and desperately wicked as my heart is,
yvet He has searched it, and I can search it
too, and may and should detect every motive
and thought, and sift them and judge in
their true character in His sight. What
will bear His eye, and the judgment of His
word, I may allow; and whatever will not,
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let 1ne condemn it that I may be of one mind
with Him out of whose presence the soul can
have no true rest,--the heart no joy.”

True self-judgment then is the judgment
of myself as God has judged and still
Judges me: Christ as the revelation of God,
in His love,—His righteousnessand His glory,
1s the rule, and touch-stone for my con-
science ; the word and the Spirit the means
and power for applying Him thus.

Faith in, and the practical application of,
the word of God to the soul is what we need.
The word which tells us of the infinite grace
of our God, tells us also of His holiness.
And the same revelation which gives the be-
liever to know his completeness, his standing
in Christ, beseeches him to walk worthy of
his calling.

“ Wherewithal shall 4 young man cleanse
his way, by taking heed thereunto according
to thy word” (Ps. exix. 9); “clean through
the word” (John xv. 3): “the washing of
water by the word” (Eph. v. 26); also Heb.
1v. 12, 13, and 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17, show us the
fulness and value of the word of God as a
lamp unto our feet, a light unto our path,
and the searcher of our hearts.

Now we must again repeat, that without
self-judgment there can be no communion

with God. Faith may have believed the
gospel, and a soul may know forgiveness of
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sins and peace with God through the precious
blood of Christ; but his fellowship and
communion with God depend upon his judg-
ment of self, and confession of sin. It is one
thing to be a believer and a child of God ; it
is another thing to walk in the light of His
presence, in the sense of relationship, and of
unhindered communion. We may often
hear Christians, when spoken to in admon-
ition about someinconsistencyintheircourse,
reply that they are “happy in the Lord,”
thus implying that the thing rebuked does
not hinder communion. But what such
really mean is, that they know their sins
are forgiven, and do not doubt that they are
saved. This, however, 18 not communion—
this is not the happiness, the joy in God
which He desires for His saints. It is the
common portion of God’s children to know
forgiveness of sins, indeed no one can call
God, Father, who knows it not; but com-
munion, fellowship, confidence, gladness, joy
in His presence, are something more, and
these cannot be attained or enjoyed apart
from self-judgment.

“ Can two walk together, except they be
agreed ”? (Amos iii. 3.) Can parent and
child go on happily together if there be
controversy between them? The nearer
the relationship and the greater the love
which exists between tico, the more sensi-
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tive will their hearts be to any difference
of judgment or mind. And how infinitely
true 1s this of us in our dealings with
God our Father. “His divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1. 3); and His de-
sire is that we “ may stand perfeect and com-
plete in all His will” (Col. iv. 12); and it is in
His presence, in Whom is no “ darkness at
all,” that it is our privilege, as it is also in
our power, to judge and bring into light the
secret and dark corners of our hearts. And
what growth would there be in our souls,
what power and what testimony in our
lives, if as the light of God shone in we
opened up more willingly these dark hidden
things. He knows that they are there, and
we know many of them ourselves, but alas!
we often close our hearts, desiring to keep
within us, or around us, things which will
not bear His judgment. “ Happy is he that
condemneth not himself in that thing which
he alloweth ” (Rom. xiv. 22). Happy indeed ;

and one may add, that none other is truly
happy. :

It is blessed to realize that, for Christians,
self-judgment is not a legal exercise, but an
evidence of that liberty which belongs to
them as children of God. There should be
no sense of bondage for the quickened soul,
in having to detect and subdue things which
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make against its apprehension and enjoy-
ment of the love and presence of its Saviour
and God:; and on the other hand how
wonderful is the grace of God who has thus
given to His people the power of meeting
and overcoming by self-judgment all the in-
firmities, temptations, and conflicts of nature
and flesh, which unjudged must separate
their souls from Him, but when judged
prove the intense reality of the things so
freely given to them of God, and the
abounding grace and power of Him with
whom they have to do. For we can truly
say that our very weakness, and the infirm-
ities of our nature when dealt with in self-
judgment, so far from hindering communion,
cause the grace of God to be more precious
to the soul, and the things which seem to be
mast against us, prove to be for us, giving
us, as they do, experiences of God which we
should otherwise be ignorant of; for weak-
ness, infirmity, and temptation in them-
selves are not sin in the believer, though
they be evidence of sin in the flesh. It is
only as they are allowed, excused, or justi-
fied that they defile the soul, and destroy
communion.

1 Cor. xi. 28 teaches us how inseparably
self-judgment and communion are linked in
connection with the table of the Lord. 1t is
there the communion of saints in Christ is
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- openly witnessed, and so each one is to
approach in the spirit of self-judgment, lest
by the presence of one with a. defiled con-
science he eats judgment to himself, and hin-
ders communion in the assembly. <Let a
man examine himself, and so let him eat.”
“For our God is a holy God, and the Lord
shall judge his people.” Sin must be dealt
with, if not by ourselves then by Him ; but
He has said, “If we would judge ourselves,
we should not be judged,” and this is the
way Ie has chosen for us, and that we
should choose for ourselves.

It may be said that all have not equal dis-
cernment even of their own hearts, and that
we must not judge one another in this mat-
ter. This is quite true, but it is not about
judging one another, but about judging our-
selves that we have been speaking. Every
quickened soul can and must judge itself in
some measure ; what, however, all must own
1s that the measure is usually low and in-
sufficient. In divine exercises, as in all
other things, “ practice makes perfect.” It
1s “ by reason of use,” that our consciences
hecome “ exercised to discern both good and
evil” (Heb. v. 14). That “all seek their
own” (Phil. ii. 21) is too true of Christians
now-a-days, but the perfect Exemplar re-
mains the same, unchanged and unchange-
able, for the soul that desires to know the
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secret of communion with (zod. Christ, who
“ pleased not Himself” (Rom. xv. 3), could
say, “I do always those things that please
Him " (John viii. 29). With Him, self-—pre-
cious and perfect as He was— was always
denied, and His own will disallowed, and
thus “his judgment was just.”
PSALM CXXXIX

- * 1 would add a few words to the forego-
ing paper. If there ever was one time more
than another in which the duty and privi-
lege of self-judgment were important, that
time, as it seems to me, is now. The night
far spent and the Morning Star soon to
appear, how little are we, practieally, like
unto those that wait for their Lord!

In perusing the paper, I trust with profit
to my own soul, it struck me that the
subject might be looked at from two differ-
ent points of view:—1st. We are pilgrims
and our feet tread the earth (as in 1 Cor,
and 1 Pet.). We know whose we are and
whom we are called to serve; and we have
the power and responsibility (in the new
nature) to walk in the light, and to cease
from all the unfruitful works of darkness.
Examining ourselves to see whether we are
consistent with our professed calling, there
is no need for God to judge us, lest we be

* Added by the Editor of the periodical in which
the foregoing paper oviginally appeared.
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condemned with the world. Our doing so
is part of our privilege (it is priestly, too),
and i1s an expression of our individual identi-
fication of ourselves, through the Spirit,
with the glory of God. But

Z2ndly (and this sets its seal to the other),
as being in spirit in heaven and in fellow-
ship with the Father and with the Son Jesus
Christ, it is impossible for any of us to feed
on and enjoy the beauty and the glory of
the blessed Lord, without the consciousness
being producedin us of the contrasts between
Himself and us. Would we wish to lower
Him to what we are? Never! no, never!
Because He was the perfect One and very
contrast to what we were, therefore He
could give Himself a ransom for us. He s
- -how perfect now, all-glorious in light!
and we see in Him the character and nature
of our acceptability, and His fitness up there,
to secure all for us, poor mortals as we are !
whose inward weakness and whose outward
circumstances need such an One on high.
And we know that He well come forth soon,
and then what we are in spirit now (cleared
from all guilt and accepted sons of God) will

he made evident. But how could a John,
or a Paul, or a Peter, have fellowship with
the Father and with His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, without that fellowship producing,
in him, the conseciousness of the contrasts
between them and that Lord.
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“WE ARE MADE MANIFEST.” =

’CO? V. 710

One of the remdrkable thlngs about the
truth of God is that it lays hold of the con-
science, and acts on it far beyond the intel-
ligence of the person. In this way a state-
ment, in itself inaccurate and incomplete, in
the mind even of the person who makes it,
is directed to the very point needed to touch
the conscience.

This is the case with what is often said
about this chapter. It is a solemn thing to
have everything thus turned out before (xod
and man. There is a time coming when
language will no longer be able to disguise
what we really teel; all will be brought in-
to the hight-—will stand in the presence of
it; everything will be made manifest, not
only to the person’s own conscience, but in
the presence of other men, too. There is
this in this passage, but there is a great deal
more.

“We must all appear before the judg-
ment-seat of Christ;” that word implies
our personal presence—the judgment-seat
and every one there; but besides this all
is ¢ made manifest ” there now. It is
« knowing the terror of the Lord ” that ¢ we
persuade men.” “ We are made manifest to
God, and T trust also to your consciences.”
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There was a light which had shined into
Paul’s heart, and there was no terror to him.

To a sinner it is an awful thought that all
must be opened up before God, but it was
not to Paul, because he was made manifest
to God. He had been before God—he had
been read by Him. And not only this, but
there was a something—a certain life of
(zod—which these Corinthians might see
whether they did or not. There was not
~only light in his heart, but there was treas-
ure in an earthen vessel, and Paul showed
how God works death in us in order that
the life may be free.

This is God’s way with us, but it is not
what man likes. If man could have heaven
in his own way, he would be ready to go
there ; but when it comes to the living God
having His way with us, man’s will broken
and death working, it becomes a painful
thing. “Though our outward man perish”
is the way Paul had to go,and the Corinth-
ians, and we, too, whether sensible of it or
no; and it is a very blessed thing when,
while conscious of the outward man thus
perishing, the child of God can say, *“The
inward man is renewed day by day.” Life is
working on through all the death.

Paul could say it was, in the midst of all
circumstances. “For which cause we faint
not; . . . . for ourlight affliction, which
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is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are
eternal.” What is the secret from lack of
which many finding death working in them
have no power to say, “ for which cause we
faint not”? Why not now as then ? It is be-
cause we are not realizing that “our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, work-
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.”

Do you wonder that if Christ is preparing
a place for us there, and sees us meanwhile
here carrying about as much of the sand of
the desert as we can, that He, by letting
death and disappointment roll in on all we
seek, should bring home to us the fact that it
will not do ? There is not one of us really able
to say, I see what He is doing, who is not also
able to add, I faint not, though all be against
me. In contrast to present things, for every
touch that death gives, you should be able
to point to some circumstance in glory that
answers to it. God has taken us potsherds of
the earth up for His glory, and the great
thing for us to do is to sit down and see
which way God is going, for we shall find His
way is to make all give way before that.
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I should be sorry if any one knowing me
could not say, Your walk says that you have
everything inside Christ and nothing outside.
I would look upon my body as an earthen
pitcher in which to carry about the dying of
Jesus, as it shall carry one day the glory of
Christ; and, as to circumstarnces here, they.
are smashed. - )

This 1s no matter of attainment ; it i's_the
simple path of the Christian. If God has, by
the hand of His Son, labelled a place for me in
the glory, whatdo I want here? When I get
up to where He is I shall see that, though 1
was a poor broken thing here, “in deaths
oft,” yet it was my pathway. And where
does that pathway lead up to? To the judg-
ment-seat of Christ. He is only a Saviowr
to some. But He would not apply His work
to your soul and leave Himself out of the
question. The point is how the saved ones
should walk. He ecares about your walk
though you do not gain life by it. I should
not like to be one who so little appreciated
the love and grace of Christ as to be drag-
ged up there just because He must have me,
and it to be manifested there what an
unworthy life mine has been !

Do you know what it is to have your
motives detected ? to have a friend come and
say that which makes your heart ready to
burst because he has touched the right point
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—the one you thought concealed? What
agony you felt at the first sound of it!
What is that, to what it will be before that
Jjudgment-seat ?

But everything is “ made manifest” now,
What is there in me that is not made mani-
fest? Allis. You may, like Job, be in the
furnace, but God comes in and says: He is
a dear child of mine; the dross is purged
away, and there remains that which 1 put
in. What would a place on the throne be
without the heart being brought into sub-
jection to His present work ?

What is all the eternal glory ecompared to
the thought that Christ is the Object for
which I have tolive now ? He has made me
a vessel to show forth His glory now, and
what sort of fruit does he look for from me ?

L VW o A

FrRAGMENT.—“ Men ought always to pray
and not to faint” is ever before me at
present. For ourselves, broken in pieces—
our prayer is for oil on every part. That
our sorrow may be such as shall magnify
Christ in the very character of it ; under any
and all parts of it. And the prayer for this
has been, as it must be, alleviation to the
deepest human anguish that I have ever
tasted.
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“HE THAT IS PERFECTED SIIALL BE
AS HIS MASTER.”

Can you say, “1 am a called one-—one
with Christ ?” And what is the hope of
such ? Nothing less than reaching the mark
of the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus, It is a real thing that Christ
is sitting at the right hand of God in all His
beauty and glory, and our expectation is the
seeing Him as He is, and being like Him.
The Father of glory, who looked at you in
all your weakness and failure, will not
cease working till, one by one, millions of
vases shall be made like that pattern vase
at His right hand. He is moulding all to the
likeness of that One, and when we shall see
Him as He is, these bodies of humiliation
shall be like unto His body of glory. What
a thought ! Each believer being a vase full
of glory; thousands of thousands of vases
all to be filled with His glory. God will
make you-—will make me—to be one of them.

There are two things: the first, God deal-
ing with every individual heart: the other,
His taking you as part of a building, a city
where every stone is bright and polished,
and each one reflecting the glory of Christ.
There every saint will show forth to the eye
of God, the Lord Jesus, because they will all
reflect His glory.
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A STONE OF MEMORIAL.

“ And thow shalt remember all the way
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty
years.”-—Deut. viii. 2,

() Lord, I remember the day that I came,

All wearied and wounded to Thee ;

My heart was bowed down with its sin and
its shame :

But Thou spakest so kindly to me:

‘Oh, I ne’er shall fm:;.,ct Thy sweet accents of
love,

Nor the mercy that beamed in Thy face,
When Thy pitiful-kindness my load did

remove,

And assured me of welcome and grace.

O Lord, T remember the peace that 1 felt
When my pardon I read in Thy blood ;
How my heart with the sweetest contrition
did melt
In the arms of Thy Father, my God :
All the darkness was gone, all my terrors
were o'er
As 1 saw all His glory in Thee ; |
And He promised my sins He’ d remeniber
no more,
But my God and my Father would be.

O Lord, I'd remember, each day that I live.
The grace that has made me Thine own :
To Thee, with myself, all I have would I give.

And live for Thy glory alone :
I'd remember,each step of my journey below.
Thou didst die for my sins on the tree;
But how can I ever express all I owe,
My Lord and my Saviour, to Thee ?
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THE GRACE OF GOD, AS BRINGING
AND TEACHING.

Read Titus 7. 11-1.4.

It is very striking to notice the connec-
tions in which the summary of divine truth,
contained in the above verses, is introduced.
The chapter is occupied with teaching what
sort of conduct Christianity demands from
those who profess it according to the rela-
tive position in life in which they may be
found. It teaches what is becoming in aged
men and in aged women. It tells us, also.
how young women should behave; and
“what should be characteristic of young men.
It takes up the common, every-day conduct
which is due from servants to their masters:
and while teaching them to be obedient, and
to seek to please them in everything—
guarding against insolence and dishonesty
—“that they may adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things;"—it adds, * For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
who gave Himself for us, that He might re-
deem us from all iniquity. and purify unto
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Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.”

Now there is a reason for the introduction
of this passage here ; it is simply this: that.
while men are satisfied—and must be satis-
fied, for they can go no further—with the
expression of the mere outward behaviour,
the word of God occupies itself with the
creation and correction of the motives and -
springs whence all conduet flows. More
than this--—no conduct can ever be accept-
able in the sight of God that does not flow
from a heart subjected to His grace, which
brings salvation ; and that is not swayed by
its daily powers. Rules of conduct arc not
given, cannot be given, to those whose
hearts have not been sabjected to “the
obedience of faith.”

But even here, amongst Christians, there |
is a very frequent mistake. While the world
values Christianity merely for its collateral
results, such as the reformation of manners
and its conservative etfect on society, ete..
Christians too often are occupied with the
working and effect of God’s grace, in the
subjects of it— whether themselves or others
-—to the exclusion of the contemplation of
that grace in its divine and absolute char-
acter, and in its first and grand effect. |
mean this: ordinarily the Christian’s mind-
is more occupied, as expressed in the passage
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before us, with what the grace of God
teaches, than with what it brings. 1t teaches
us to deny ungodliness, etc., but before it
teaches, it brings salvation. How many
may be found most anxious to discover,
what men now call the subjective power of
this grace, who at the same time are utterly
at sea as to what is meant, in corresponding
phrase, by its objective power! Surely it is
well, and necessary, in its place, to see to it
that we yield ourselves to the feaching of
God’s grace, when its lesson is, “ that. deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world.” But it is not well to over-
look or underestimate, the absolute power
of that grace in what it brings. The grace
of God brings salvatioun, or is salvation-bring-
ing, to the lost and ruined, before it is teach-
ing in those whom it saves.

“The grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared,” is but the succinet deserip-
tion of God’s intervention in infinite love by
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, for
the accomplishment of redemption.

Apart from all the effects and fruits of
grace in those who are the subjects of it,
there is God’s intervention in perfect abso-
late goodness, in the scene of ruin and
deathh whieh sin has introduced. for the
pertfect and entire deliverance out of it. The
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grace of God brings salvation into this
world, where sin and death and Satan’s
power mark the condition of man’s exist-
ence ; and that apart from all the effects of
that grace, in peace of conscience, or holi-
ness and happiness, on the part of those that
believe. There is the grace itself, as well as
the blessed fruits which it produces. The
salvation which it brings hasits own proper
character, as the intervention of God in
divine love and power, as well as its own
blessed results in the position, Godward, to
which it brings its objects.

The two termimi of a Christian’s course
are here marked as the results of this inter-
position of God in grace : viz., salvation and
glory. The Christian’s path, I repeat it, is
here shown to lie between the starting-
point, which is salvation, and the goal, which
is glory. Grace and glory are inseparable :

“* Who grace has brought, shall glory bring,
And we shall reign with Him.”

Conduct, exercise of heart, trial, conflict, ser-
vice lie between these two points,and in God’s
estimate take their character from them ;
but the salvation was accomplished alone by
Christ’s appearing in grace—for “ grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.” And the glory
will be accomplished, alone, by Christ’s ap-
pea.i‘ing in glory. This is what the passage
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states. “The grace of God which bringeth"
salvation hath appeared to all men.” It
then adds, “looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing (or rather, ‘ ap-
pearing of the glory’) of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Intermediately it
tells us that the grace, which brings salva-
tion, teaches us “that denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present
world ;7 while in verse 14, we have the con-
straining motive to holiness in the end for
which Christ gave Himself for us: “ Who
gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”

‘This 1s plainly practical as the end, in us,
in this world, of Christ’s infinite love.

Let us look, then, {irst, at the character of
the deliverance, or salvation, which this
wondrous intervention of God in grace
brings. This eannot be learnt by going
over the heads of systematic divinity, but
by a reference to the character of man’s
condition through sin, as unfolded in the
word of God, and manifested by the suffer-
ing and death of Christ. Whatever thereis
of moral distance from God through sin,
this salvation, which “the grace of God"
brings, meets, and sets aside. “ For Christ
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
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~unjust, that he might bring us to God” (1
Pet. iii. 18). Sin in its very nature separates
from God; for light cannot have fellowship
with darkness ; but then it is said, “ Ye who
‘sometime were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ.” Sin, and death, and
Satan's power, and the judgment of God—
“all marked man’s condition of ruin, and all
must be met before salvation, full and ade-
quate, can be proclaimed. "It is not enough
to raise man from his degradation and
moral pollution, if such a thing could be,
and set him on his pathway to happiness.
The conscience must be set at rest on the
ground of every claim of God in His rlght—
eous holiness ha,vmg been met, and every
possible consequence of sin set aside. And
this 7s the salvation which the grace of God
brings. It brings eternal life into this
region of death ; for “ God hath given to us
eternal life; and this life is in his Son.” It
brings in divine righteousness into the
midst of condemnation. For *“He who knew
no sin was made sin for us, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him.”
It brings deliverance from Satan’s power ;
tor “through death (Christ) destroyed (‘an-
nulled’) him who had the power of death,
that is the devil; and delivered them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage” (Heb. ii. 14, 15). Najr
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more, the salvation which the grace of God
brings puts us in the very place, and posi-
tion, and acceptance.before God, and makes
us partakers of the very life and glory of
Him by whom the salvation has been
wrought. It has no other measure. It has
no lower character. Was ever love like
this ! |
- There is, indeed, the teaching of this grace,
which is all-important in its place ; but what
the heart must know first, as-it is its first
action, on the part of a God of goodness, is
its salvation-bringing power; for without
the knowledge of the salvation, its teaching
will be misapprehended and in vain. |

The grace of God, then, first brings a per-
fect absolute deliverance to the soul from
the whole consequences of sin, and brings
into God’s presence in acceptance, according
to the acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ.
For the salvation lies in His obedience and
sufferings for sin, in the acceptableness of
His sacrifice, and in the power of His resur-
rection : and “as He is so are we in this
world " (1 John iv. 17). This is all absolute ;
it is God’s part in the grace which brings
salvation. |

And as it is absolute in its character so is
it universal in its aspect and bearing: “ the
grace of God which brings salvation hath
appeared to all men.” Tt is unrestricted in
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its character; as the sun shines for all
though some even hide themselves from its
light. “God so loved the world thathe gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth on him might not perish but have
everlasting life.” ¢ Whosoever will. let him
take the water of life freely.”

But the grace received becomes teaching
in those who are the subjects of the salva-
tion which it brings. It teaches us “ that
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly.
in this present world.” And here, I observe,
1t is “ the grace” that teaches, and not some-
thing else. It is not man’s wisdoni, or man's
morality, mixing itself with that which is
divine in his salvation—and, T may add,
divine in the nature which it imparts. It 1s
the grace which brought the salvation still
acting—but acting now in the subjects of it,
and on the divine nature which it imparts-
They are not Auman motives that form, and
fashion, and produce the morality of a Chris-
tian, any more than it is human power that
accomplishes his salvation. It is “ the grace
of God " that teaches him as well as saves
him. |

This is very remarkably shown in a pas-
sage in Timothy (1 Tim. 1nii. 16), the forece o
which is very frequently overlooked. The
apostle would teach Timothy how he ought
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to behave hitself © in the house of God ;" and
“he then presents the formative power of 'a",ll
true godliness, in the words, “ Without con-
troversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received
“up into glory.” |
This 1s often quoted and interpreted as if
it spoke of the mystery of the Godhead, or
the mystery of Christ’s person. But it is the
mystery of godliness. or the secret by which
all real godliness is produced—the divine
spring of all that can be called piety in man.
“ God manifest in the flesh,” is the example
and the power of godliness, its measure and
its spring. Godliness is not now produced.
“as under the law, by divine enactments ; ndl'
is it the result in the spirit of bondage
in those (however godly) who only knew
God as worshipped behind a veil. Godliness
now springs from the knowledge of the in-
carnation, death, resurrection, and ascension
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It takes its spring
and character from the knowledge of His
person as ““ God manifest in the flesh;” the
perfectness of His obedience, *as justified
in the Spirit;” the Object of angelic con-
templation, and the subject of testimony and
faith in the world ; and His present position
a8 “received up into glory.”
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This is how God is known; and frou:
abiding in this, godliness flows. And, as in
the passage before us, between the salvation,
which is the result of the appearing of the
grace and the crowning of “that blessed
hope” which the believer looks for in
the appearing of the glorvy, is the feach-
ing of the grace that has brought sal-
vation. It teaches the denial of ungod-
liness and worldly desires, as at war
with the ends of redemption, and contrary
to the character and position in which sal-
vation places us as “delivered from this
present evil world” (Gal.1.4). Certainly the
cross and glory alike forbid the allowance
of ungodliness and the pursuit of worldly
desires. [t was the world that eruaecified
Christ; and in the appearing of the glory
worldly desires can have no place: “ Ior all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world. And
tl’:lle world passeth away and the lust there-
of 7 (x John 1. 16, I7). It will be all withered
by the appearing of the glory. But sohriety,
righteousness, and godliness ave due from
the believer towards the world, as a wit-
ness ; and due towards God as a witness of
the conforming power of His most precious
grace. :

‘Already I have noticed that this passage in
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Titus presents the believer’s path as lying be-
tween the salvation, which was accomplished
by Christ’s appearing in grace, and the glory,
which will be accomplished by Christ’'s ap-
pearing in glory. ¢ Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing (or epiph-
any of the glory; as it was the epiphany of
grace) of the great God, and our Saviour
Jesus Christ.” The salvation which the
grace of God brings settles every question
between God and the soul as to sin and con-
demnation ; and the appearing of the glory
will bring those who are Christ’s into the
enjoyment of the presence of God and
Christ, in the perfected victory of Christ,
and in the possession of all that can fit us
for His presence in glory. “Our conversa-
tion is in heaven ; from whence also we look
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; who
shall change our vile body (or *body of
humiliation’), that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body (or * body of glory’),
according to the working whereby He is able
even to subdue all things unto Himself ™
(Phil. 11i. 20, 21). “ Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many ; and unto them that
look for Him shall He appear the second
time without =in unto salvation” (Heb. ix.
28). “ We are saved by hope : ” and nothing
s0 moulds the affections for heaven as “wait-
ing for God's Son from heaven, . . . . even
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JEsus, who delivered us from the wrath to
come.” In possession, and in the enjoyment,
as to the soul, of this divine and perfected
salvation, the believer has that which is far
bl‘ighter in hope. He who, in sorrow and
suffering, and in infinite love, wrought the
salvation, 1s coming to receive us unto Him-
self ; that where He is, there we may be also.
We shall see Him as He is, and then we shall
be made like Him. ’

All is divine and precious. infinite in love
and goodness, in the way our God takes to
act upon the soul. How touching is the
motive to holiness which is presented in the
closing verse of our passage! “ Who gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works”
(verse 14). Here we have the end of re-
demption in the practical walk of the be-
liever in this world. Buf what can equal the
motive that is presented in the declaration,
“WHO GAVE HIMSELF FOR Us?”

May our hearts more fully answer to its
constraining power! Amen.

NSNS NS

ASSEMBLING OURSELVES TOGETHER.

It 1= quite certain that those who are
whole-hearted for Christ desire to be in His
company. They instinetively wend their
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way to the spot where He is known to be.
Is there such'a spot on earth? Yes, “ Where
two or three are gathered together in My
name, there am 1 In the midst of them.”
(Matt. xviii. 20.) -

‘No one whois truly conscious of the great-
ness and excellency of His person, and of
the blessedness of communion with Him,
would willingly be absent from that favoured
place. A neglected Lord’s Table, and & neg-
ledted prayer-meeting, speak aloud of the
LAodicean state of the heart towards Him.
We read that of old “ They continued stead-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread. and in pray-
ers” (Acts ii. 42). Alas, that there should be
such a lack of continuing steadfastly now !

Does the Lord say to the Father, ¢ In the
midst of the chureh will [ sing praise unto
Thee " (Heb, 1. 12), and can we suppose that

He fails to notice whether we are there or
not, to join in the song He leads?

[n the coming day of review before the
judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. v. 10), how
shall we take the disclosure, that self-indul-
gence, a little unfavourable weather, or a
tiff with a brother or sister in Christ,
has outweighed with us all the mighty
motives for a loving response to His wish,
“This do in remembrance of Me™? (Luke
xxii. 19). | |

It is deeply humbling to think that any
who have tasted the Lord’s love can take
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advantage of not having to work on the
Lord’s day to spend its morning hours in
bed, and that others can excuse their absence
from its meetings on the ground of visiting,
or receiving visits from friends. Priceless
opportunities of gratifying the heart of the
Lord, and of showing our attachment to Him
in the scene of His rejection are thus wasted
and lost.

It is mere mockery to repeat *“ Come Lord
Jesus,” and use glowing expressions of desire
to be with Him in glory, if, by our absence
from His assembly, we betray our indiffer-
ence to His presence here.

Beloved, it is high time to awake out of
sleep (Rom. xiii. 11 ; Ephes. v, 14). May we
take to heart the solemn and impressive ex-
hortation of the word, “ Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one an-
other: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching " (Heb. x. 25).

Closely connected with the foregoing is
the question of time. Where is our rever-
ence for the Lord, or our sense of His grace,
where our responsive love, if we come with
lagging steps, five, ten or fifteen minutes
after He has taken His place in the midst of
His own ? |

It was easy in the freshness of first love.
to come early to the place where He mani-
fests Himself in such a peculiarily blessed
way. HExcuses were not made, Has He be-
come less precious ? 'The moments we may
thus spend together with Him on earth
stained with His blood, are swiftly passing
away. Let usnotwillingly lose one of them.
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It 1is touching to remember that no
thought of all the sufferings that awaited
Him, of Himself presently becommcr the true
passover, “sacrificed for us,” delayed the
Lord’s appearing at His last paschal feast.
“When the hour was come, He sat down,
and the twelve apostles with Him (Luke
xxii. 14).

Oh for a holy eagerness to be where He 1s !

SN NS

“SURELY 1 COME QUICKLY."

“ He which testifieth these things saith,
Surely I come quickly. Amen. FKven so,
come, Lord Jesus.”-—Rev. xxii. 20).

Brethren, hark! the nudnlght cry !

Lo! the Br idegroom draweth nigh !

Let us all with joy proclaim Him,

Lest our careless slumbers shame Him ;

Shame, were ready none to meet Him.

None prepared with joy to greet Him'!

Shame to us, were robes not white ;
Shame, were lamps not burning bright ;
Shame, if not our vigils keepmg

He should find the virgins sleeping !
Hark ! my brethren, hear the cry,

“ Lo, the Bridegroom draweth nigh!”

L.et us each repeat the cry,

Louder let the tidings fly;

Every virgin swell the story

Of the Bridegroom’s coming glory !
Lamps all burning, hearts all beating.
Longing for the joyvous meeting. Amen!
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