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AN OLD CHRISTIAN'S ESTIMATION.
OP THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God."
—1 Tim. iil. 16.

I have a profound, unfeigned (I believe divinely
given) faith in the Bible. I have, through grace,
been by it converted, enlightened, quickened, saved.
I have received the knowledge of God by it, to
adore His perfections—of Jesus,—the Saviour, joy,
strength, comfort of my soul. Many have been in-:
debted to others as the means of their being brought
to God, to ministers of that Gospel which the Bible
contains, or to friends who delight in it. This was
not my case. That work, which is ever God's, was
wrought in me through the means of the written
word. He who knows what the value of Jesus is,
will know what the Bible will be to such a one. If
I have, alas, failed it, in nearly thirty years' arduous and varied life and labour—at least such, as far
as the service of an unknown and feeble individual
usually leads, I have never found it fail me ; if it
has not for the poor and needy circumstances of
time, through which we feebly pass, I am assured
it never will for eternity. "The word of the Lord
abideth for ever." If it reaches down to my low
estate, it reaches up to God's height, because it
comes thence : as the love that can reach even to
me, and apply to every detail of my feebleness and
failure, proves itself divine in doing so: none but
God could, and hence it leads me up to Him. As
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Jesus came from God and went to God, so does the
book that divinely reveals Him come from and elevate to Him. If received, it has brought the BOUI
to God, for He has revealed Himself in it. Its positive proofs are all in itself. The sun needs no
light to see it by. •.
I beg to avow, io the fullest, clearest, and distinctest manner here, my deep, divinely-taught conviction of the inspiration of the Scriptures. That
is, while of course allowing if-need be, for defect in
the translation and the like, when I read the Bible,
I read it as absolute authority for my soul as God's
Word. There is no higher privilege than to have
communications direct from God Himself. . . .
My joy, my comfort, my food, my strength for
near thirty years, have been the Scriptures received
implicitly as the Word of God. In the beginning
of that period, I was put through the deepest exercise of soul on that point. Did heaven and earth,
the visible church, and man himself crumble into
nonentity, I should, through grace, since that
epoch, hold to the word as an unbreakable link between my soul and God. I am satisfied that God
has given it me as such. I do not doubt that the
grace of the Holy Spirit is needed to make it profitable, and to give it real authority to oUr souls, because of what we are: but that does not change
what it is in itself. To be true when it is received,
it must have been true before it was so. And here
I will add, that although it requires the grace of
God and the work of the Holy Ghost to give it
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quickening power, yet divine truth, God's Word,
has a hold on the natural conscience from which it
cannot escape. The light detects the " breaker-up,"
though he may hate it. And so the Word of God
is adapted to man, though he be hostile to it—
adapted in grace (blessed be God!) as well as in
truth. This is exactly what shews the wickedness
of man's will in rejecting it. And it has power
thus in the conscience, even if the will be unchanged. This may increase the dislike of it; but
it is disliked because conscience feels il cannot
deny its truth. Men resist it because it is true.
Did it not reach their conscience, they would not
need to take such pains to get rid of and disprove
it. Men do not arm themselves against straws, but
against a sword whose edge is felt and feared.
Reader, it speaks of grace as well as truth. It
speaks of God's grace and love, who gave His onlybegotten Son that sinners like you and me might
bo with Him,^know Him, deeply, intimately,, truly
know Him—and enjoy Him for ever, and enjoy
Him now; that the conscience, perfectly purged,
might be in joy in His presence, without a cloud,
without a reproach, without fear. And to be there
in His love, in suoh a way, is perfect joy. The
Word will tell you the truth concerning yourself;
but it will tell you the truth of a God of love, while
Unfolding the wisdom of His counsels
Let me add to my reader, that by far the best
means of assuring himself of the truth and authority of the Word is to read the Word itself.
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GOD IN EVERYTHING.
" Even so Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
—Matthew xi. 26.

One of the great obstacles to living a life of peace
and rest, is the difficulty of seeing God in everything. People say, " I can easily submit to things
which come from God; but I cannot submit to
man, and most of my trials and crosses come
through human instrumentality." Or they say,
" It is all well enough to talk of trusting; but when
I commit a matter to God, man is sure to come in
and disarrange it all, and while I have no difficulty
in trusting God, I see serious difficulties in the
way of trusting men."
This is no imaginary trouble, but it is of vital
importance, and if it cannot be met, does seem to
make the path of faith an impossible and visionary
theory. For nearly everything in this life come»
to us through human instrumentalities, and many
of our trials are the result of somebody's failure, or
ignorance, or carelessness or sin. We know God
cannot be the author of these things, and yet unless
He overrules the matter, how can we say to Him
about it, "Thy will be done?"
Moreover, things in which we can see God's hand
always have a sweetness in them which consoles
while it wounds. But the trials inflicted by man
are full of bitterness.
What is needed, then, is to see God in everything,
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and to receive everything directly from His hands,
with no intervention of second causes.
The question here confronts us at once—But is
God in everything, and have we any warrant from
the Scripture for receiving everything from His
hands, without regarding the second causes which
may have been instrumental in bringing it about?
I answer to this, unhesitatingly, Y E S ! To the
childron of God everything comes directly from
their Father's hand, no matter who or what may
have been the apparent agents. There are no
" second causes " for them.
The whole teaching of Scripture asserts and implies this. "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered." (Matt. x. 29-30.) We are
not to be careful about anything, because our
Father cares for us. We are not to avenge ourselves, because our Father has charged Himself
with our defence. • We are not to fear, for the Lord
is on our side. No one can be against us, because
God is for us. We shall not want for the Lord is
our Shepherd. When we pass through the rivers
they shall not overflow us, -and when we walk
through the fire we shall not be burned, because
He will be with us. He shuts the mouths of lions,
that they cannot hurt us. " He delivereth and rescueth. He changeth the times and the seasons;
He removeth kings and setteth up kings." (Dan.
ii. 21.) (2 Chron. xx. 6.) " He ruleth the raging
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of the sea; when the waves thereof arise He stilleth
them." He " bringeth the counsel of the heathen
to nought I He maketh the devices of the people of
none effect." (Ps. xxxiii. 10.) " Whatsoever the
Lord pleaseth, that does He in heaven, and in earth,
in the seas, and all deep places."
And this " God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof." (Ps.
xlvi. 1, 2, 3.)
To my own miod, these Scrip to res, and many
others like them, settle for ever the question as to
the power of second causes in the life of the children
of God. And this is how the blessed Lord took
things. (Matthew xi. 20, 25, 26.) They are all
under the control of our Father, and nothing can
touch us except with His knowledge, and by His
permission. It may be the sin of man that originates the action, and therefore the thing itself cannot be said to be the will of God: but by the time it
reaches us, it has become God's will for us, and must
be accepted as directly from His hands. No man
or company of men, no power in earth or heaven,
can touch that soul which in abiding in Christ,
without first passing through Him, and receiving
the seal of His permission. If "God be for us," it
matters pot who may be against us; nothing can
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disturb or harm us, except He shall see that it is
best for us, and shall stand aside to let it pass.
An earthly parent's care for his helpless child is
a feeble illustration of this. If the -child is in its
father's arms, nothing can touch it without that
father's consent, unless he is too weak to prevent it.
And even if this should be the case, he suffers the
harm first in his own person, before he allows it to
reach his child. And if an earthly parent would
thus care for his little helpless one, how much move
will our Heavenly Father, whose love is infinitely
greater, and whose strength and wisdom can never
be baffled ? I am afraid there are some, even of
God's own children, who scarcely think He is equal
to themselves in tenderness, and love, and thoughtful care; and who, in their secret thoughts, charge
Him with a neglect and indifference of which they
would feel themselves incapable.
The truth really is, that His care is infinitely
superior to any possibilities of human care; and
that He who counts the very hairs of our heads,
and suffers not a sparrow to fall without Him, takes
note of the minutest matters that can affect the
lives of His children, and regulates them all according to His will, let their origin be what they may.
The instances of this are numberless. Take Joseph. What could have seemed more apparently
on the face of it to be the result of sin, and utterly
contrary to the will of God, than his being sold into
slavery ? And yet Joseph in speaking of it said,—
" As for you, ye thought evil against me; but God
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meant it unto good." (Gen. I. 20.) Now, therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that
ye sold me hither, for God did send me before you
to preserve life. (Gen. xv. 5.) To the eye of sense
it was surely Joseph's wicked brethren who had
sent him into Egypt, and yet Joseph, looking at it
with the eye of faith, could say, " God sent me."
It had been undoubtedly a grievous sin in his brethren, but by the time it had reached Joseph, it had
become God's will for him, and. was in truth, though
at first it did not look so, the greatest blessing of
his whole life. And thus we see how the Lord can
make even the wrath of man to praise Him, (Ps.
lxxvi. 10.) and how all things, even the sins of
others, shall work together for good to them that
love Him. (Rom. viii. 28.)
If we look at the seen things, we shall not be able
to understand this. But the children of God are
called to look " not at the things which are seeD,
but at the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal." (2 Cor. iv. 18.) Could
we but see with our bodily eyes His unseen forces
surrounding us on every side, we would walk
through this world in an impregnable fortress,
which nothing could ever overthrow or penetrate,
for " the angvl of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear Him, and delivereth them." (Pa.
xxxiv. 7.)
We have a striking illustration of this in the history of Elisha. The King of Syria was warring
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against Israel, bat his evil designs were continually
frustrated by the prophet, and at last he sent his
army to the prophet's own city for the express purpose of taking him captive. We read, " He sent
thither horses, and chariots, and a great host; and
they came by night, and compassed the city
about." This was the seen thing. And the servant of the prophet, whose eyes had not yet been
opened to see the unseen things, was alarmed. And
we read, "And when the servant of the man of
God was risen early, and gone forth, behold an host
encompassed the city, both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, "Alas, fny
master I how shall we do!" But his master could
see the unseen things, and he replied, " Fear not:
for they that be with us are more than they that
be with them."* And then be prayed, saying,
"Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes* that he may
see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young
man; and he saw : and, behold, the mountain was
fall of horses and chariots of fire round about
Eiisha." 2 Kings vi. 14-17.
The presence of God is the fortress of His people.
Nothing can withstand it. At His presence the
wicked perish; the earth trembles; the hills melt
like wax; the cities are broken down; " the heavens also dropped, and Sinai itself was moved at
the presence of God." And in the secret of this
presence He has promised to hide His people from
the pride of man, and from the strife of tongues,
" My presence shall go with thee," He says,, " and
I will give thee rest." Ex. xxxiii. 14.
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I wish it were only possible to make every Christian see this truth as plainly as I see it. For I am
convinced that this and being " careful for nothing :
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
unto God, and the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus," (Phil. iv. 6, 7.) is the due
to a restful life. Nothing else will take all the risks
and " supposes " out of a Christian's life, and enable
him to say, " Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life." Abiding in the
light of God's presence we run no risks. And such
a soul can triumphantly say—
"I know not what it is to doubt,
My heart is always gay;
I ran no risks, for oome what will,
God always has His way."

I once heared of a poor coloured woman, who
earned a precarious living by daily labour, but who
was a joyous triumphant Christian. " Ah, Nancy,"
said a gloomy Christian lady to her one day, who
almost disapproved of her constant cheerfulness,
and yet envied it,—" Ah, Nancy, it is all well
enough to be happy now; but I should think the
thoughts of your future would sober you. Only
suppose, for. instance, you should have a spell of
sickness, and be unable to work; or suppose your
present employers should move away, and no one
else should give you anything to do; or suppose—"
" tnp!" cried Nancy, " I never supposes. De Lord
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is my Shepherd, and 1 know, I shall not want. And
honey," she added to her gloomy friend, " its all
dem supposes as is makin' you so mis'able. You'd
better give dem all up, and just trust de Lord."
There is one text that will take all the " supposes"
out of a believer's life, if only it is received and
acted on in childlike faith: it is Heb. xiii. 5, 6,—
" Be content, therefore, with such things as ye
have; for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsako thee. So that we may boldly say, THE
LOBD IS MY HELPER AND I WILL NOT FEAR WHAT
MAN SHALL DO UNTO ME." What if dangers of all

sorts shall threaten you from every side, and the
malice, or foolishness, or ignorance of men shall
combine to do you harm ? Tou may face every
possible contingency with triumphant words, "The
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man
-shall do unto me." If the Lord is your helper, how
can you fear what njan may do unto you ? There
is no man in this world, nor company of men, that
can touch you, unless your God in whom you trust
shall please to let them. " He will not suffer thy
foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not
slumber . . . The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul. The Lord
shall preserve thy going out, and coming in, from
this time forth, and even for evermore." Ps. cxxi.
3, 7, 8,
Nothing else will completely put an end to all
murmuring or rebelling thoughts. Christians often
feel at liberty to murmur against man, when they
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would not dare to murmur against God. But this
way of receiving things would make it impossible
ever, to murmur. If our Father permits a trial to
come, it must be because that trial is the very best
thing that could happen to us, and we must accept
it with thanks from His hand. The trial itself may
be hard to flesh and blood, and I do not mean that
we can like or enjoy the suffering of it. But we
can and must love the will of God in the trial, for
His will is always sweet whether it bo in joy or in
sorrow.
In short, this way of seeing our Father in every-;
thing makes life one long thanksgiving, and gives
a rest of heart, and more than that, a joy that is unspeakable. Some one says, " God's will on earth is
always joy, always tranquility." And sinco He
must have His own way concerning His children,
into what wonderful green pastures of rest, and beside what blessedly still waters of refreshment is
the soul led that learns this!
He who sides with the Lord cannol fail to win in
every encounter ! and whether the result shall be
joy or sorrow, failure or success, death or life, we
may, under all circumstances, join in the Apostle's
shout of victory, " Thanks be unto God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ!"
" If my soul has no home, my life as a Christian,
however active, will not be happy. If my soul
has a home in heaven to turn to, and really now in
spirit enjoy, I shall not be restless and unhappy." -
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"A USEFUL WORD OF EXHORTATION."

What is your example ? Christ. You must give
yourself up entirely, because Christ did> If you
are always grieving the Spirit, the Spirit must occupy you with your state. If I say I am in Christ,
I say Christ is in me, and my business is to show
Christ, and nothing else.
It is having Christ alwaya before us, and really
walking in the presence of God. The great secret
is, to be more with God than anybody, and if not, we
shall go astray. The moment I get away from the
conscious presence of God, self has a certain place,
whereas, if I am really in the presence of God, I
am nothing, I am more what I am before Him, than
what I am in His power for others. You are not
competent to discern the will of God if you are not
with Bim. " The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him."
If power rests on me that does not put me in the
presence of God, aB to my conscience or heart. It
may be for others, but we have to be before God
Himself, or else we shall never keep straight; and
for that we must be in the path of God, for Him to
lead us. I cannot realize God's presence out of the
path of His will. The instant we lose the sense of
dependence we are in danger.
Obedience and dependence, these are the two living
principles of the new man; " Man shall not live by
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bread alone, bat by every word that procoedeth oat
of the mouth of God."
I do get another principle to help me through,
and that is confidence in God. I cannot depend if I
have not confidence. We do need confidence, or we
have not courage to-go through sacrifices, if I have
not confidence in God's faithfulness. It is everything. Whatever I do, I ought to do it as serving
Christ. " Whatsoever ye do in word or deed do all
•n the name of the Lord Jesus."

DELIVERANCE AND STANDING.
ElTBAOT FBOM A IiBTTIB.

I know well how few know deliverance, but it is
a great thing to know that I, a poor worm, should
be before God and the Father, in the same acceptance and favour that Christ is, loved even as He is
loved.
But it is the greatness of infinite love. Then it
is not generally preached with intelligenoe, next it
is experimental, and above all we must be in oarnest to have it.
Who is willing to be dead to what nature and
flesh would desire, yet that is the only way of deliverance. People will tell you it is our standing
in Christ I-admit it as in Col. iii., and as faith
owns in Koro. vi. and Gal. ii.; but who is willing to
be in the standing ?* It is standing, or else we are
in the effort of Bom. vii. or narrow monks' labour,
•»'.«. To be in it oootolorulj.—Bo.
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which I have tried, and even if we have experimentally learned, aB it must be learned, who is carrying
out 2 Cor. iv., so as to have the conscience living in
it, by an ungrieved Spirit; but if- experimentally
taught it is of the greatest use to souls, and the joy
of being blameless in Christ before God is exceeding
great, and one that is eternal and divine in its
source and nature, a wonderful thing, "for he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God in him."
The world is a terrible snare, and a subtle one, and
greatly hinders this deliverance. A soul enjoying
deliverance has its object elsewhere, see Bom. viii.
Then we must romember " the diligent soul shall
be made fat." I press when souls are in earnest,
" My grace is sufficient for thee, and My strength
is made perfect in weakness." For we learn that
we are without strength for deliverance, and walk
in the sense of it if we can be used in. service, but
His grace is sufficient. Knowing we are nothing
is the place of blessing, for then God is everything,
and the place of strength, for then Christ can put
forth His strength. In this, 2 Cor. xii., is a most
instructive chapter.
EXTRACT FROM AN UNPUBLISHED
LETTER.
" MY LOVED BROTHER.—I thick I have had my mind
more occupied of late than ever with the subject which your
letter suggests—the beiiig with the Lord. I am sure it is
deeper, happier, fuller acquaintance with himself that our
hearts need •, and then we should loog and desire and pant
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after Him in such ways as nothing but His presence could
satisfy. I know souls in this state; and yet it is not know-'
ledge that gives it to them, but personal acquaintance with
the blessed Saviour, through the Holy Ghost.
" I alighted, as by chance, the other day on some fervent
thoughts of an old writer, in connection with this dear and
precious subject. In substance they were as follows, and
almost so in terms, only i have somewhat condensed them :
—" It is strange that we, who have such continual use of
God, and His oounties and mercies, and are so perpetually
beholden to Him, should after all be so little acquainted with
Him. And from hence it comes that we are so loathe to thikn
of our dissolution, and of our goiDg to God. For, naturally,
where we are not acquainted, we like* not to hazard our welcome. We would rather spend our money at an inn, than
turn in for a free lodging to an unknown host j whereas to
an entire friend, whom we elsewhere have familiary conversed with, "we go boldly and willingly as to our home,
knowing that no hour can be unseasonable to such an one.
1 will not live upou God and his dajly bounties, without His
acquaintance. By His grace I will not let one day pass without renewing my acquaintance with Him."
" Beautiful utterance this is. It expresses a character of
mind which, in this day of busy inquiry after knowledge, we
all need—personal loDgings after Christ. May the blessed
Spirit in us give that direction to our hearts 1 It ie a hard
lesson for some of us to learn, to reach enjoyments which
lie beyond and above the provisions of nature. We are still
prone to know Christ Himself ' after the flesh,' and to desire
to find Him in the midst of the relations and circumstances
of human life, and there only.
" But this is not our calling—this is not the risen, heavenly life. It is hard to get beyond this, I know, but our calling calls us beyond it. We like the home, and the respect,
and the security, and all the delights of our human relationships and circumstances, and would have Christ in the midst
of them, but to know Him, and to have Him in such a way as
tells us that He is a stranger on earth, and that we are to be
strangers with Him, ' this is a hard saying' to our poor fond
hearts."

WORK FOR THE LORD.
Now, as to work for the Lord. , The simple inquiry, and recorded as the first utterance of Paul
to our Lord, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" is the duty and expression of every one distinctly awakened to the claim Christ has on him.
This inquiry cannot bo too earnestly instituted, or
the reply to it too rigidly attended to. The inquiry
is the offspring of a soul sensible that the Lord has
entire and full claim on mo, without the knowledge
which authorises it. The soul feels " I am taken
out of the world, and I am given to Christ, and
hence I look to Him for my place and occupation
in future in it." If we are given to Christ "out of
tho world," it is evident that it is He alone who has
right to dotermine our way and course in the world.
I could not say, If I believe that I am given to
Him "out of the world," that I have any right to
re-occupy any place or engagement which I had
previously held in the world. True, He does not
require or permit me to infringe on any legal lord
under whom I was held before I was given to Him
—but, excepting where the rights of others would
be compromised, I am Christ's bondsman—vested
legal rights are not to be compromined because of
my being given to Christ: but I am Christ's bondsman, and necessarily if I am, both from duty and
inclination, my inquiry ought to be "Lord, what
wilt Thou have me to do?" Tho more I own and
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realize the relationship which now exists through
grace between us, the more simply and continuously will this be my whole-hearted cry to Him Now,
if it is, I will, of course, accede to and attend to
whatever Ho may intimate to me, and this only.
That is, the heart tru.e to Him, and devotedly making this request, will wait on Him for guidance and
counsel, and would find no real satisfaction in being
anywhere or doing anything which was not according to His mind; our place and our occupation
here would be only delermined by the pleasure of
Him whose we aro and whom we serve; any departure from the tie or rule of this relationship
would sensibly inteifere with the mutual satisfaction therein known, there would be a break in on,
and a disturbance of, the true order of life, and the
blessings connected with it.
Nothing so simple and nothing so important in
our walk down here I I belong to Christ, and I
find it my happiness and His pleasure to do nothing
but as He desires and instructs me. I live where
He likes, and / do what He likes If we did this
there would be no mistakes one side or the other.
But we do make mistakes on both sides; on one
side at one time, and on another side at another
time. At one we plan out work for ourselves, and
at another we 4o none at all. Now the first is the
most difficult to deal with, simply because the
counterfeit deceives one, and hence, while it is
comparatively easy to convict the idle and slothful,
it is not so easy to convict the Martha that she is
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unwisely occupied. The work seems so right and
necessary, (hat it appears almost impossible that
there could be any plan in it. Nothing so dcpeives
and leads astray as the conscience working at a distance from Christ; for instance, if I feel in my conscience that I ought to be Christ's servant (true
enough, I am His bondsman), but if I am not near
Him, if I am not in His confidence, and I begin to
do something to satisfy my conscience, there is no
doubt I am doing it legally, and not as 6imply
suits Him. It is to make myself easy and satisfied.
When this is the case I do not consult what He
would like me to do, but I do what I think best to
be done. It is not His pleasure guides me, it is my
own mind, as to what is suitable and proper. I t
may be quite necessary, as Martha's service, but
Martha was evidently thinking of the services
which were incumbent on hor to render, and not
governed by the pleasure of Christ.
Here is where we fail, undertaking to serve
where it is in a degree creditable to ourselves, or
we get disappointed (if we are true-hearted) because we have not the acknowledgment of His
pleasure. How can He acknowledge what we have
undertaken and done to satisfy our own conscience
and to please ourselves therein ? It iB evident that
when I am occupied with seivices, however useful
and necessary, which I have undertaken of myself,
feeling they devolved upon me, that I must lose the
sense of His presence. Sitting at His feet, Marylike, is lost and neglected. There is no growth of
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soul in Christ. Self is in the service from beginning to end. It is most blessed to work for Christ,
it is fruit-bearing ; but if my work engrosses nie
more than Christ, there is damage to me, and I am
not working for Him; "Without me ye can do
nothing." If I am really working for Christ, I am
getting from Christ, and growing up into Him.
Sitting at His feet is the natural posture of my
soul. Whenever you find any one serving without
sitting at His feet, you may be assured they are
Martha-like. When any are sitting at His feet,
hearing Hie word, they will not be behind in true
and pleasing service. If you begin with serving
(as many do now-adays), you will never sit at His
feet, whereas if you begin with sitting, you will
soon serve wisely, well, and acceptably. The serving quiets the conscience, and the sitting is overlooked and neglected. The enemy gains an advantage, for it is at the sitting the conscience is more
enlightened, and the pleasure and mind of the Master are bettor known; and hence there is damage
done, and loss sustained by the soul when service
pre-occupies one to the exclusion of sitting at His
feet, or whore it is most prominent.
I never met with any one making service prominent who knew what it was to sit at His feet; but,
thank God, I know indefatigable workers who enjoy sitting at His feet above any service, and it is
clear tbat they who sit most at His feet must be
most competent to serve, and most in His confidence, which, after all, is the clue to all efficient service.
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FRAGMENTS.
How emphatically Christ is the truth. Not His
work merely, but .Himself—His own blessed self.
We spoak of the preciousness of His blood, and of
all He has done for us, [and right, all right to do
so], but after all we must have Himself—we cannot
do without Himself. Oh I to be clear of the horrid
selfish Christianity which covets the benefit of His
work, but has little or no heart for Himself. What
would heaven be without Christ? and where would
be our happiness if He were not there, the sum, the
substance, the crown of it all?
A true affection for Himself will make us true to
Him, and bring us on cheerfully, and decidedly,
and unfalteringly, in the path of obedience. Obedience I that is the thing so much wanted, and BO
much needed in these degenerate days:
Let us be assured of this, the time is short, " He
that shall como will come." Oh ! to hear the sweet
words, " Well done," from His own gracious lips,
who was ever tender yet ever faithful too.
Beloved children of God, .let us seek to know
Himself—go after, and with purpose of heart, get
to know intimately the One who loved us and gave
Himself for us, and to whom the Father has given
us, to whom we belong. Him who says "seek and
ye shall find," and who " satisfieth the longing
soul." May God in His infinite grace awakeo
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(revive and sustain where it is) this desire in
all our hearts with power.
Be thou the objeot bright and fair,
To fill and satialy the heart:
My hope to meet Tbee in the air,
And netermore from Thee to part,
That I may undistracted be,
To follow, serve, and wait for Thee.

PART OF A LETTER ON CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD IN DRESS.
We most cordially agree with you in deploring
the sad conformity to the world as exhibited in the
dress of many professing Christians. It is most sad,
and evidences but too plainly the bent of the heart,
the tone of the mind, and (he moral condition of the
soul. We are often deeply pained in looking round
at assemblies of Christians gathered for the purpose
of showing forth the Lord's death, to mark the
style of dress, the fashionable appearance, so unlike
•what one would expect to find on the persons of
those who profess to be dead to the world.
It is not, we may truly say, that we desire to see
Christians adopting a certain costume or livery; or
that we should liko to see them slovenly in appearance. Far from it; we love neatness and simplicity—" modest •apparel "—moderate, suitable attire.
I t mny perhaps be said that many take their place
in the Christian assembly who have been accustomed all their lives to dress elegantly and they
never think of such things. This we can quite
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understand, and mnke allowance for; but, at the
same time, we feel called upon to offer a word of
warning to Christians on the subject of conformity
to the world in dress and other things. It is a subject
which demands serious attention. We believe that
where the heart is true to the Lord, the word of
exhortation will be received and acted upon; the
Lord knows we offer it in love. May He act on
the hearts and consciences of His people by His
word and Spirit, and give them to carry themselves
aright in these things, that His name may be glorified in the deportment, walk, and appearance of
His people.
" I beseech you therefore by the mercies of God,
that ye,
. . . .
be not conformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind."—Romans xii. 1, 2.
Oh I the importance of being faithful in the
" little," for he that is faithful in the little is faithful also in much.
Oh I the happiness of " abiding " in Christ, being
near to Him I Oh, the misery of distance and
estrangement !
The more intimate I become with Him, the more
sensitive to anything that comes between Him and
my soul, even to a hair's breadth.
The finer the machinery, the more easily is it
disturbed in its action: a single hair will suffice to
obstruct the action of a watch. So the closer, and
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finer, and purer my relations with the Lord, the
more intolerable is anything that can interfere with
my onjoymont of those relations. Bat, blessed he
His name, He is ever ready to receive, to restore,
to " heal" and to " lead ;" He is the one magnet of
unfailing attraction to which His own ever turn—
my own ODly "refuge and portion."

MIXED MARRIAGES
AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD.
[The following* remarks were made on a particularly solemn
instance, where a young sister (oooverted in 1853) fell into the
snare of aooepting an offer of m irriage made by a worldly man.
This she had contrived to conceal from the assembly of Christians where she lived ; but a delay, which arose out of seemingly
accidental eircumstances, gave occasion to a brother's discovering
her intention and warniDg her solemnly. • She owned the wrong,
but persisted; left for a relative's, where she sickened of a violent fever, whioh for the first she owned to be the ohastening of
the I»ord, and died after three days, His word having penetrated
and brought ber not only to entire self.judgment, but fulness of
joy. The detailB for various reasons are omitted.]

The preceding history relates, in all Christian
simplicity, facts which show how God can interfere
in judgment to deliver His children from the sad
spiritual consequences which flow from a want of
faithfulness. A joung Christian allowed herself to
he drawn into accepting an offer of marriage with
an unconverted man. Her conscience plainly
showed her that she was acting against the will of
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God. But she did not know how to stop at the
first step, and not having at once rejected,' as unfaithfulness and sin, the thought of that which was
offered to her, she had not afterwards the strength
to give it up; and God was forced to take her away
from this world to keep her from a sin which she
did not desire to commit, but which she had not the
strength to resist. Oh, how difficult it is to stop,
when once we have set out in such a road !
Anyone who has closely observed the walk of
Christians, and who has cared for souls with a
heart in any little measure zealous for the glory of
the Lord, and desirous for the spiritual welfare of
the dear children of God, will not have failed to
perceive the fatal influence that the world exorcises
over them when it gains an entrance into their
hearts. God only knows, and the one who has suffered from it, by what subtle moans, and under
what an amiable guise the world often invades the
heart of the Christian. But the manifestation of
Christ to the soul, and the power of His presence*
are never ways by which the world insinuates itself
into the heart. Those therefore, who are found, by
grace, near Christ, are shielded from the influence
of such feelings, and can-judge them and everything which tends to make a way for the world
within the heart, or for desires which are connected with the world.
Here we are ia warfare with the enemy. He
seeks to surprise us when we are not upon our
guard; and in order to accomplish this, he knows
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even how to transform himself into an angel of
light. If we are not near to Christ, and are not
clothed with the whole armour of God, it is impossible to resist bis devices. To resist the power of
Satan is not the principal difficulty, for Christ has
conquered for us this, terrible enemy, bat it is to
discover the snares which he lays for us, and, above
all to discover that it is himself who is at work.
In our combats with the enemy, it becomes a
question of knowing the state of our own hearts.
The single eye (that is to say, the heart filled with
Christ), discovers the wile, and the soul has recoarse to the Saviour for deliverance: or even its
affections being fixed upon Christ, the heart presents no prize for the efforts of the enemy. A
heart that is simple and occupied with the Lord
escapos many things which trouble the peace of
those who are not near Him. Thanks be to God
the troubled and tormented soul finds a resource
and complete restoration in the grace of the One
whom it has 90 foolishly forgotten; but it enjoys
the fruits of grace through many sorrows and exercises of heart. Yet let us take courage. He knows
how to deliver, as well as to have compassion. Now
these are the two principles which regulate the
ways of God with regard to us. On the one hand,
God keeps the .heart to cause it to discern His own
purpose; and, on the other, Christ intercedes for
us with respect to all that may be called infirmity.
There are real difficulties along the way, and there
is weakness in us, and alas ! a will which does not
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like to be bridled, and which betrays itself in a
thousand forms of thought and deed.
Our weaknesses, like our will, tend to hinder us
from reaching the end of our journey ; but there is
a great difference in the way in which God acts
with regard to our weaknesses, and' with regard to
our will, and the thoughts which flow from it.
"The word of God is quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of 60ul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart." God judges
our thoughts and our intentions by His Word.
Nothing escapes Him; He is faithful towards us—
His word is in the heart like an eye from which
nothing is concealed ; all is naked and open to the
eye of Him with whom we have to do. Do you
hear that, foolish soul, that would desire to feed
upon the illusions that you love? Nothing is hidden; not one of your thoughts or intentions is hidden from the eyes of Him with whom you have to
do. Nor is that all. His word is simple, plain and
clear: it speaks to the conscience, do you hear it?
Do you know that when God speaks you have to
do with Him who speaks, as well as with what He
says? Will you resist Him who speaks and provoke Him to jealousy ? You cannot escape Him :
He has already hold over your conscience, and He
will never give it up.
Will you kick against the pricks? But think
rather of the end that God has in view. He might
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have left you to yourself; He might have left you
to fall into things which, if His grace interfere not,
may render the whole of the wilderness journey
sad and humiliating to you. He might have said
to you what He said to His beloved servant, " Ephriam is joined to idols: let him alone." (Hoseaiv.
17.) Terrible punishment! Harder than the
most severe outward chastening! But our God
will not deprive as of the light of His countenance
and the sweetness of His communion. For God
does not chasten willingly : it is a strange work
for Him as He says, (Is. xxviii. 21.) But sin is
always sin.in His eyes and He cannot allow it.
How then does God work in our poor hearts?
He reaches them by His word, in order that our
conscience may see everything as He sees it Himself. His eye is upon us, upon our hearts, and the
eye of our conscience is enlightened as to what is
passing in the heart by that word which reveals
God to it.
(7b be continued D. V.)
LETTER TO A YOUNG SISTER IN REPLY
TO ONE FROM HER TELLING OF THE
LORD'S LOVE AND GRACE IN RESTORING HER TO HIMSELF AFTER TWO
YEARS' WANDERING AWAY FROM HIM.
" Your letter is indeed a living tribute to the efficacy of our Saviour's present grace a6 an Advocate
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with tho Father. Sweet, indeed, to our taste is the
first sense of that grace in our poor hearts, when
we are brought into living touch with a SaviourGod. But with a deepened sweetness do we learn
what He is to us and for us, even when the heart
has, if only for a brief moment, been going along
without Him. How beautifully it is told out in the
"Song of Songs." In chap. ii. 16, the Bride says,
" My beloved is mine, and I am His," the first utterance we may say of tho soul, the sense of her possession in Him being prominently enjoyed. In
chap. vi. 3, her language is, " I am my beloved's and
my beloved is mine," and here the place she occupies in His affections is the prominent feature, the
sense of His possession in her, and this learnt
through failure upon her part. How very precious
is this ! Having loved His own (th'e same thought
here, is it not? t. e., what we are to Him, more than
what He is as enjoyed by us, although both are unspeakably blessed). But when 1 say He is mine, it
brings in the thought that I am enjoying Him as
my own. " I am His," strikes a higher note, as
you say, " to think that I am a joy to Him !" But
one step more, chap, vii. 10, " I am my beloved's
and His desire is towards me," We said one step
more, but it is a wonderful one, is it not? That is
to say, the soul is absorbed in His side of things,
and now, instead of " I am His," we read, " His desire is toward me." How precious that little word
"is." l e a n never speak of His desire toward me
in the past tense, I may to-morrow act like a Peter,
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and practically (if not with the lips) deny Him, but
be that as it may, His desire is toward me, unalterably and eternally toward me, and not only eternally in the sense of its never ceasing, but eternally
as never having a beginning. For His love to me
and His desire toward me are like His OWD blessed
Person, infinite and date-less.
Do you know as I read your letter I fell to coveting the fresh sense of that grace of His just imparted to you.
You are just like a very thirsty child and He is
holding His wondrous draughts of grace to your
lips, saying to you the while " whosoever drinketh
of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst." While you and I respond to that well
known voice in something like this strain, " Ah,
Lord, it's but a'sip from an ocean tide after all."
" Oh, Christ, Thou art the fountain,
The deep, sweet well of love;
The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above."
But whilo the heart-yearnings will never be fully
met until we are actually spirit, soul and body at
the fountain head, yet it is well to remember that
there is no limit to our enjoyment of Him, nor to
our joy in Him as we pass along. '• In Thy presence is fullness of joy," is true, and to that we az*e
speeding onward, but by the way we rejoice, (altho it may be in heaviness through manifold temptations) " with joy unspeakable and full of glory,"
and again, " these things write we unto you, that
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your joy may be full." And that is really in its
way more wonderful even than the joy that shall
be ours when we are at home with our Lord Jesus
in the Father's house. No marvel then that joy in
its fullness finds its never-ceasing expression. But
now, passing through the valley of weeping, making it a well, passing through the valley of the
shadow of death, fearing no evil, ah, for " Thou art
with me." What a beautiful change in the language
takes place in that verse (Ps. xxiii), up to this
point it had been testimony as to what Jehovah
was, speaking of Him to others. Now note the
change—it is as if it had said, 'if it is a question of
walking through the valley of the shadow of death
there is nothing but Thyself can suffice me there/
and so it is no longer testimony to others, it is not,
"He is with me," but "Thou art with me." How
beautiful is this I If we testify of Him toothers as
those who have learnt what it is " nevor to hunger,
never to thirst," or ever we are aware of it we will
be saying "Thou." instead of" He."
See something like this in Paul; his heart was,
as ho says, filled with "great heaviness and continual sorrow," as be thought of bis brethren, the
Jews, and he dwells upon their external relationship
with God, until he mentions Chiist'a name, and
then what happens ? His great heaviness, his continual sorrows do not burden his joy nor interrupt
his communion. Weak bodies, daily conflicts, sorrows and troubles do not, nor should they, affect our
communion, (our wills do), and so if Paul mentions
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that hleased name, at once adoration seizes upon his
heavy and sorrowful heart and he says " Christ who
is over all, God blessed for ever, Amen."
I do pray the Lord Jesus that you may be kept in
the freshness His loving truth has imparted, and
with increasing appptite feed upon what was His
own food down here, oven the Word of God. Remember that it is written, "By the word of Thy
lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer,"
and again, " Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God." There is truly a great difference between
"reading the Bible," and living "by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God," "the word
of Thy lips." These last expressions imply communion with the author, listening for what cornea fresh
from His mouth,—His lips, for us, and there is our
preservative. Our joy isolated from its source will
not keep us, and in this the Adversary may try
your dear heart, for we are effervescent things at
best, and your joy may fluctuate, but remember
your joy is not-in your joy, but the Lord, and does
He ever change ? Ah no, a thousand times no.
" My love is oft times low,
My joy still ebbs nod flows."

but " Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and
for ever." So that you and I never look within ourselves to see how we are getting along. To learn
that we must look at the Glorified one at God's right
band. There are no springs of freshness in ourselves, " all my springs are in Thee."

ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD.
HEBREWS 11.

8-18.

Such a thing as personal connection with God
would never have onteied into our minds unless He
had revealed Himself. We see in Abraham's history how God comes to him, and introduces Himself as a living Person to his soul, drawing him out
of his own country and from his own kindred after
Himself. Henceforth all Abraham's associations
were to be with the living God, who promises to be
to him a shield, and his exceeding great reward.
Abraham had nothing to act upon but faith in
God's word. What a fool he must have appeared
to his worldly relatives, leaving all at the bidding
of One whom he did not see, and in whom they did
not believe.
All went well with him as long as he trusted in
God to act for him, but when he tried to arrange
matters for himself, it was all failure. We see this
in his taking Terah and Lot with him ; God never
called them out, the word was, " Get thee out of thy
country and from thy father's house." Abraham
did not leave all, so he had to stop in Haran till
Terah dies, and is at last obliged to desire Lot to
separate himself from him ; after that we find progress. Mark in the 8th verse, when called to go
out, Abraham obeyed, not knowing whither he went.
This was a trial to which God put his faith, for
the testing of it. Nothing tries human nature so
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much as uncertainty; we can bear anything rather
than be kept in suspense; there is relief in the
worst certainty.
But that is just God's principle of acting with
Us: He does not want us to know beforehand how
and when His promises are to be made good to us,
for then there would be no exercise of faith.
God told Abraham that his seed was to be as the
stars of heaven. How was this to be, seeing he
had no child ? Everything but that he had got,
silver and gold, flocks, tents, and three hundred
trained servants. But who was to inherit all this?
Naturally this question would often suggest itself.
Poor Sarah tried to help him out of the difficulty in
her way, by smuggling a child into the house; but
it was not an Isaac, a son of promise.
How we see ourselves in Sarah! We have no
patience to wait God's time for giving, so we put
forth oar hand and take, often to our sorrow and
spiritual loss. Had we just kept hanging on God,
He would have given us something far better than
the thing to which we had helped ourselves in our
impatience.
From the 9th verse we see that the pilgrim and
stranger character was kept up—dwelling in tents;
houses are for "Canaan, tents for the wilderness.
God's dwelling in the wilderness was a tabernacle
or tent, in Canaan a temple. Abraham kept true
to the pilgrim character, Lot did not. He pitched
his tent first toward Sodom, afterwards had a boose
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in it, and sat at the gate. -What a place for a child
of God to settle in and receive honour!
Abraham had his eye on a far different city,
" whose builder and maker was God." Meanwhile
he was satisfied to live in a tent, with God for his
portion.
When tested, Abraham refused to take anything
from the king of Sodom, from a thread even to a
shoe-lachet, lost he should say, " I have made
Abraham rich." The very next thing we find is
God saying to him, "I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward." Whenever we are enabled
to surrender what nature clings to for Christ's sake
there is blessing in a clearer revelation of Himself
to the soul : as it were, room is made for the Lord
by the displacing of lower objects, and the promise
of John xiv. 23 is made good in our experience—
" If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him."
What a wall of Are the Lord is round the soul
that is separated to Himself! He plants the blood
of Christ right behind us. Has He spoken to us of
His glory, and told us of the glories awaiting ua as
fellow-heirs with Christ, and shall we turn back
and mind earthly things ! Shall not His country bo
our country, His associates our associates,^ while we
are waiting in strangership down here, confessing
ourselves pilgrims by our walk and ways, showing
by our blessed independency of all the good things
which nature esteems BO highly, and our indiffer-
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ence to the attractions by which so many are
dazzled and blinded, that we are passing through
this Bcene in haste to a better country, choosing
DOthing for ourselves, but receiving all as God's
gift?
Does anything bright otfel* itself? Our first
question should be, Does my Father give me this?
if not, I don't want it. Tf I am a true pilgrim, I
won't be thinking of settling down in a world like
this; I will say, That can't be God's gift for me;
it is not good enough; He has prepared for me a
city; I am going home; meanwhile I want to keep
my mind and'heart free for Him who gave Himself
for me.
We never read of God being the God of Lot; not
but that He was Lot's God quite as much as Abraham's but He could not associato His holy name
with Sodom, of which Lot was a citizen. He is not
ashamed to be called the God of pilgrims and
strangers, and to associate His name with theirs.
The trial to which God put Abraham in offering
up Isaac was very remarkable. He wanted to see
whether he was hanging all his weight on the promise or not. He tries us often in the same way.
How blessed when the faith He has given, when
tried, is not found wanting I
In many ways bur faith is tested. Do we know
what it is to be kept in suspense? When we put
forth a single thing to help ourselves, God just
moves it out of His way, that He may work unhindered.
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Walking with God, what is it? To hang on His
word often kept in suspense—but taking nothing
till He gives—living as a pilgrim and a stranger,
looking on the glory beyond. Happy experience !
The Lord grant it may be ours I

MIXED MARRIAGES
AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD.
(Continued from No. 2.)
Is that which you find in your heart the thought
of one that loves God ? Is it a thought in accordance with the will of God—a thought suitable to
one whom Christ has so loved as to humble Bimself even to death for? Stop, poor soul, and ask
yourself if you are allowing the thought which
occupies you, because it is agreeable to Christ, to
the Christ who gave Himself for you, to save you ?
He has your salvation at heart; He loves you; He
knows what tends to ruin you, to make you fall in
the wilderness. Ho will govern by no principles
except His own, those of holiness—those which belong to the new nature. He cannot deny Himself.
(2 Tim. ii. 13.) He desires that you should not incur the terrible discipline which awaits the soul
that has wandered. He desires that you should
not suffer the losses into which your folly will drag
you, if you allow yourself to follow your own will.
He desires that you should not lose the enjoyment
of His communion, and that the proofs of His love
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towards you should not be suspended or weakened
in your heart. Ho speaks to you in His word,
He judges the thoughts and intentions of your
heart. Would you rather hear Him judge you,
than ask Him to deliver you from what is too
mighty for you? • Or will you say like Israel, " I
have loved strangers and, after them will I go.''
(Jor. ii. 25.) You know that this thought does not
come from Christ; you have hot consulted Him,
although you may, perhaps,'have dared to ask Him
to bless your intentions and direct you. You know
that the word judges what you are still keeping in
your heart, and what has power over you; you are
the slave and not the master of your thought. No,
that thought is not from Christ-, and while you
allow it, you are neglecting God and His word.
Well, you are bringing on you the chastening of
God. God is full of mercy and has compassion on
us and on our weaknesses. He is tender and pitiful
in His ways; but if we are determined to follow
our own will, He knows how to break it. He governs everything, and He governs His children in
particular. He is not mocked, and what a man
sows he will reap later on ; (Gal. vi. 7.) The worst
of all chastenings is that Ho should leave us to follow our own ways.
The seconb! point 1 wish to lead you to remark is
the government that God exercises with regard to
His children. He warns them by His word, and if
they do not listen, He interposes iu His power lo
stop them in order that He may be able to bless

