
THE REVELATION.
The Revelation of Jesus Chhist (for this is God’s 
title of the Book), is a book of prophecy, and a 
book of judgment. It is the Revelation of Je»us 
Christ, which God gave unto Him, to show unto His 
servants things which must shortly come to pass, 
and He sent and signified it, by His angel, to His 
servant John, who bare record of the Word of God, 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ (G-k.) as many 
things as He saw. The Lord therefore is looked at 
here as a Prophet, unto whom God gives a revela­
tion, after the manner of Ezekiel and Daniel; and 
we shall see, as we go on, how these prophets were 
great types of the Lord under this character—the 
former living at a time when the glory was just 
about to depart from the temple and city of Jeru­
salem ; the latter living afterwards, during the time 
of the Babylonish captivity, and the second great 
Gentile empire, and getting a revelation about his 
people’s future history. Both these prophets are 
addressed as Son of man—the only prophets that 
are—-the very title Jesus takes in this chapter in 
the midst of the seven assemblies of Asia.

It is a book for the servants of God, which no 
doubt they are to hand on for the benefit of the 
Church and the world, but specially for them. There 
is a special encourage menu given to him that reads 
and hears the prophecy of this book, and who keeps 
the things that are written therein, for the time is 
at hand. Sad it is that it has been a book so neg­
lected by the professing church—cast aside as be­
ing too difficult of interpretation.

Chapters i.-iii. contain Jehovah’s addresses to the 
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seven assemblies in Asi^i. Chapters iv.-xxi. 8 con­
tain God’s dealings with the world in judgment after 
the Church is taken to glory, up to the eternal state 
of things. In the addresses to the seven assem- 
blies, and in the attitude the Lord takes towards 
them, we see a figure of the complete state the 
professing church was in in John’s day. Seven 
signifies, in scripture, completeness. The Lord 
Jesus stands in their midst in the character of Son 
of man, for judgment.

In chap. i. 19 we have the Holy Ghost’s own di­
vision of the book. John was to write the things 
he had seen (chap, i.), and the things which are, 
and the things that should be hereafter (chap iv. 
1), subsequently. This is God’s own way to open 
the book, and to unfold its hidden mysteries. For 
if the things that John had seen, refer to what he 
had seen in chap. i. (viz. the Son of man in the 
midst of the professing church, judging it), and the 
things that shall be hereafter, refer to what takes 
place after chap. iv. 1, then the things that are, re­
fer to the addresses to the seven assemblies, in 
chapters ii., iii.

How if the professing church had already become 
an object of judgment in John’s day, and that 
judgment has not been finally executed yet,—for 
the church still exists in the world, as God’s wit­
ness,—then we may fairly argue that chapters i. 
and iii. (whilst no doubt referring to the actual state 
of each church in John’s day) give us a propheti­
cal sketch of the professing church from the time 
of John’s day to the time of the Second Coming of 
our Lord. In the address to the assembly at Eph­
esus we see the first decline of the church in first 
love, and in that to Laodicea we see the final spue- 
ing out of the church, as a loathsome thing, from 
Christ’s mouth, at the time of His coming. Thus 
the vision of the Son of man in the midst of the 
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seven candlesticks is not only a view of the com­
plete state of the professing church in John’s day, 
(as also the actual state of the seven churches,) 
but it also gives a prophetic sketch of the history 
of the church from John’s day to the Second Corning 
of the Lord. This latter view is confirmed by two 
thoughts: first, that the actual facts of history co­
incide most remarkably with the different phases 
of evil mentioned in the seven churches; second, 
that the address to the last four assemblies places 
the Second Coming of the Lord before them, which 
would not have sufficient meaning unless there was 
a circle actually answering to the states of those 
churches,and actually existing when theLord comes.

Another thing that we find is that there is a 
company of saints in heaven, after these things 
in chapters iv., v., figured by twenty-four elders. 
These are seen seated on thrones, clothed in white 
raiment, and crowned, singing also the song of re­
demption. Who can these be but the saints of the 
present and past dispensations, who have been made 
partakers of the first resurrection, and have been 
translated to heaven at the Coming of the Lord? 
This may be figured by John’s own translation in 
spirit tn heaven. (See chap. iv. 1.)

If this is the case, and to my mind it is clear 
from the three facts previously stated, then, in 
chapters iv., v., we see the church in heaven, after 
the present church history on earth is closed as is 
pictured in chapters ii., iii. God’s throne of gov­
ernment and judgment is set in heaven. The mystic 
creatures of Isaiah vi. and Ezekiel i. reappear to 
carry out His governmental dealings with the world. 
Christ in His Jewish character of the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the root of David, appears as the 
only worthy One to open the seven-sealed book, 
which tells of the judgments about to be poured 
out on this world. He is the Lamb in the midst of 
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the throne, going to take the earth in the power of 
redemption, and by the means of these judgments, 
universal praise is awakened, and is the result from 
the three circles of the living creatures, and the 
elders ; second, the angels ; and, third, from every 
creature in heaven and earth and under the earth. 
God and the Lamb are to be supreme.

In chapter vi. the Lamb opens the seven-sealed 
book, and governmental judgments fall on the earth, 
of conquest, war, famine, and pestilence. On the 
fifth seal being opened martyred saints are seen 
under the altar crying for judgment on those that 
oppressed them. Their cry is not characteristic of 
saints under the present dispensation of grace, but 
will be so of those who live after the time of the 
church’s translation to glory. (See Psalms.) On 
the sixth seal being opened there is the anticipa­
tion of judgment, and of the wrath of the Lamb, 
whose redemption work has been rejected.

In chapter vii. there is an interval during which 
time the saved remnant of the Jews and Gentiles 
are sealed. These are not ;the church. In that 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile. All are one in 
Christ Jesus. (See Gal. iii. 28; Col. iii. 1.) We 
see thus how God will re-people the earth, or 
rather preserve a people for the earth, through the 
judgments, over whom Christ will reign, whilst all 
the rest will be cut off.

In chapter viii. the seventh seal is broken, 
and seven angels prepare to sound the seven 
trumpets. Christ is there seen in His inter­
cessory character, for the saints then on earth, pre­
senting their prayers to God. These prayers are 
answered by judgments being poured out. The 
scene of these judgments is specially the Roman 
earth, represented by a third part of it. Angels 
are the ministers of it, which takes us again, in 
thought, out of the church dispensation, and into 
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that of God’s government of the world. Chapter 
ix. continues the subject, the last three trumpets 
being connected with special woes. No repentance 
is produced by these judgments, but on the con­
trary men blaspheme God. In chapters x. and xi. 
1-14, we have another parenthesis, in which an­
other mighty angel comes down from heaven. He 
stands on the sea and earth, and swears there shall 
be time no longer; but that, in the time of the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet, the mystery of 
God should be closed. He gives John a little book 
to eat, as a fresh commission to prophesy before 
many peoples and nations. Jerusalem is now in­
troduced with the temple as God’s centre of dealing 
with the earth. It is trodden underfoot of the 
Gentiles, for forty-two months, i.e., 1260 days, i.e., 
three years and a half; during which time the two 
witnesses prophesy—most likely Moses and Elias— 
chap. xi. 15-18. The seventh trumpet then sounds, 
and the whole mystery of God is closed, taking us 
down to the eternal state, as shown in chapter xx. 
end, xxi. 1-8.

Chapter xi. 19, and chapter xit open a new sub­
ject. God is seen in relationship with His earthly 
people, the Jews; the ark of God’s testament is 
seen in God’s temple in heaven. The new covenant 
must be carried out. The woman, i.e., Israel, was 
the mother of Christ and of the church figured by 
the man-child; this latter is translated to heaven, 
which fills up the present dispensation. She is 
opposed by the dragon, i.e., Satan, who seeks to 
devour the man-child as soon as he is born. After 
the translation there is war in heaven ; Satan and 
his angels are cast out on the earth, and the woman 
flees into the wilderness, where she is nourished 
for three and a half years, Satan now sets up a 
rival trinity on earth to oppose the purposes of 
God, in reference to Israel. He energises the sec­
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ular head of the revived Roman Empire, and the 
Antichrist figured by the second beast. They per* 
secute the Jewish remnant, and martyr many. In 
chapter xiv. we see the spared remnant of Israel 
standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion; they will 
form the nation of Israel on the millennial earth. 
The everlasting gospel is preached to all nations, 
proclaiming the coming kingdom of Christ. Thus 
there will also be a remnant of saved Gentiles, 
who will be the sheep on the King’s right hand as 
shown in the parable in Matthew xxv. end, and 
pass also into life eternal on the millennial earth. 
Another angel follows, proclaiming judgment on 
Babylon, the false apostatized professing church on 
earth which still exists after the real church is 
taken away. Another angel follows with threat­
enings of judgment, on all those who worship the 
beast, and his image; then the Son of Man appear­
ing in a white cloud, closes the scene. He reaps 
the harvest, and the vintage of the earth, i.e., the 
harvest of judgment on Gentile and Jewish apos­
tates.

Chapter xv.,introduces the seven angels, with the 
seven last vials of the wrath of God. It is the 
wrath of the Lamb in chapter vi. The martyred 
remnant are seen in heaven, as having gotten the 
victory over the beast and his image, and singing 
the song of Moses and of the Lamb. They partake 
of the first resurrection by a special translation. 
(Comp. chap. xx. 4.) In chapter xvi. the seven 
vials of the wrath of God are poured out. These 
judgments seem universal, though there are special 
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ten horns. She is seen drunken with the blood of 
the saints. At length she is hated by the beast, 
who strips her naked with his ten horns, and burns 
her with fire. She is shown to be the great city 
Romo, which reigned over the kings of the earth 
in the days of the apostle John, but now transform­
ed into this woman.

Chapter xviii. shows her judgment, and the wail­
ing of the peoples of the earth in consequence.

Chapter xix. shows the rejoicing in heaven that 
takes place, and the false church having now been 
judged, Christ is introduced as married to the real 
church, who now takes her place as the Heavenly 
Bride of the Lamb.

The twenty-four elders now disappear. Christ 
then comes out of heaven, attended by His saints, 
whom we saw in chapters iv., v., as translated to 
heaven before, and executes judgment on the apos- 
tacy. The secular head of the Roman Empire, and 
the Antichrist now seen in tbe character of a false 
prophet, are cast alive into the lake of fire. Satan 
is bound, and cast into the bottomless pit for 1000 
years. The first resurrection is completed. The 
judgment-seat is set* . Christ and His saints judge 
the nations (comp. Matt. xxv. end), and reign over 
the earth for 1000 years. The rest of the dead 
are not raised till after the 1000 years are accomp­
lished. At the end Satan is loosed; the nations 
are deceived; they are again gathered in battle 
against Jerusalem and the saints, but fire comes out 
of heaven and destroys them. The great white 
throne is set, the old heavens and earth having 
passed away. The resurrection of judgment takes 
place, the wicked are raised, and judged according 
totheirjWorkSjadKbfinaUyqmt^ of fire.
Chapter xxi. 1—8| iutroduces us to the Eternal state, 
where Christ delivers ,up Uis kingdom,to God, and 
G od is all In, alh ^Comp^ 1 Coiv x v„). »
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Chapter xxi. ver. 6-end, takes us back again, and 
shows us the glorious view of the Bride of the 
Lamb in the figure of the heavenly city, New Jerusa­
lem. She is seen in her relation to the earth during 
the millennial reign of Christ. The tree of life reap­
pears in the midst of God’s heavenly paradise, and 
the crystal river flowing from the throne of God. 
Chapter xxii. 6-end closes the book, with a four­
fold warning of the Coming of the Lord, and a 
warning against adding to or detracting from the 
Words of the Book.

We have then in the Book of Revelation a book 
of prophecy telling of things that should come to 
pass, and a book of judgment, ending up with the 
victory of Christ over the serpent, His glorious 
reign over the earth, and His final delivering up 
the kingdom to the Father, that God may be all in 
all. It tells of things coming on the church and 
on the world, to the end of time, and the eternal 
state. Chapters i.-iii. show Christ judging the 
churches. It unfolds present church history. 
Chapters iv.-xxi. 1-8 show Christ judging the world 
—first, with governmental judgments from heaven 
after the church’s translation to glory; second, by 
His actual Second Coming in glory and majesty 
and reigning over the earth with His risen saints 
for 1000 years; thirdly, by raising the dead, judg­
ing them at the great white throne, and introducing 
the eternal state. This establishes His complete 
supremacy. His Bride is finally seen in union 
with Him, as His copartner in power and affection; 
evil all put down and banished, and God all in all. 
What a complete undoing, with untold increased 
glory to God, of all that Satan had done! He 
thought to have destroyed man in the fall, but be­
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hold tho Second Man enthroned amidst the un­
numbered myriads of redeemed creatures, in uni­
versal supremacy, at the end ! Behold God all in 
all in the midst of redeemed creation I Behold the 
arch-fiend with his miserable dupes imprisoned in 
the lake of fire for ever and ever; and say which 
has triumphed! God has been glorified in His in­
carnate, dead and risen and glorified Sony as He 
never would have been if creation had never fallen. 
Redemption has put creation on a firmer basis than 
ever creation by itself could have done. Before 
redemption was accomplished, evil had all come 
out and done its worst, and was then judged and 
put away, and new creation built on the secure 
basis.

In the first creation it had yet to be tried, and as 
it was proved failed. Where would have been the 
glorious counsels of God in reference to Christ and 
His church, His heavenly Bride ? Where would 
have been the righteous witness as to His judgment 
of evil, His abhorrence of it, and final putting it 
away from His Holy sight? You might say all 
these things have been the result of sin having been 
allowed to come in. Of course there are mysteries; 
and things above our finite minds involved in it, 
that we cannot fathom. But anyhow we see God 
all in all at the end; Satan and his dupes for over 
imprisoned ; Christ and His Bride in the midst of 
redeemed creation, abiding in the new heavens and 
new earth, in undisputed supremacy. Let cavil- 
ings and reasonings cease in view of these glorious 
things, and let proud, reasoning man come and bow 
at the feet of the despised Nazarene, during this 
day of grace lest he be made to bear witness to His 
increased glory in the day of His victory, by being 
chained and hurled into the bottomless abode of hell 
as an incorrigible offender against His Majesty.

Just one more word before going more leisurely 
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through the book. I would not wish to deny that 
I believe there is a minor fulfilment of this pro­
phecy, in what I may call the year-day system of 
prophecy. This system would extend the whole of 
the chapters of Revelation, up to chapter xx., over 
the present dispensation to the day of the Lord. In 
this view, we must restrict chapters ii. and iii. to 
the actual state of the professing church in John’s 
day. Then chapters iv. to xix. must fill up the in­
terval of time between John’s day and the Coming 
of the Lord to judge the world, and set up His 
kingdom. After chapters iv., v., the Son of man is 
no more seen in the midst of the church on earth; 
God is on His creatorial throne in heaven ; and the 
Lamb in the midst of the throne there. This would 
betoken that the mass of the church had already 
got to the point of spueing out of Christ’s mouth. 
God could no longer own the public profession of 
the mass as His witness. He bore with it, but, 
henceforth, was on His throne in reference to the 
world, and the Lamb occupied with that which 
would prepare His final taking of it in the power 
of redemption. The saints are now only seen and 
owned as the church in their position in the heav­
enlies as a corporate whole. With the church on 
earth, Christ would not be dealing with it directly 
but providentially. Consequently angels are 
largely introduced.

The first four seals would represent different 
dealings of God with the world, especially the 
circle where the professing church was—the 
Roman Empire. There is conquest, war, famine 
and pestilence, which things all took place 
iutM’fi?3t;three4KUjte At the. same time the 
fifth-seat!, 'shows there was persecutibpV Then were 
tfiemartyrs alain. at the time, in the ten persecu­
tions. ,1m the .sixth, aealj thelre was the dethroning 
oLiJolatryy ,and .^ of evil, as to their 
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power in the world, in the days of Constantine; a 
remarkable thing that had never happened to Satan 
yet, you might say! I speak as to His government 
of the world. The seal betokens the consternation 
on the heathen inhabitants of the world in conse­
quence. Chapter vii. would give the sealing of true 
witnesses amongst Jews and Gentiles before the suc­
ceeding judgments, at that time, God’s silver line of 
grace on the earth thus being preserved. The seven 
trumpets (chap, vii i.), would show God’s providential 
dealings, by the means of angels, on that part of the 
earth that had become christianized, i.e., the Roman 
Empire, whilstChrist in ter cedes for the sain ts,figured 
by the angel standing by the golden altar. The ans­
wer to the prayers of the saints presented by the 
angel is that judgments are poured out on the 
Roman earth, ending up perhaps with the incursion 
of the barbarians on the Western Empire, which 
closes it. Chapter ix. may represent the Saracens’ 
invasion of the East, followed in the next woe by 
the Turks. This woe lasted five months, or, taking 
the year-day scale, about 150 years, commencing 
with the hegira, A.D. ;622 and ending about 772, 
when the Mahommedan conquests were checked. 
The Turks ended the Empire of the West in A.D. 
1453. No doubt these were woes sent by God on 
the church for the allowance of idolatry.

In the little book opened perhaps there is an al­
lusion to the fresh testimony given at the Reform­
ation, chap, x., and chap. xi. may refer to the long 
period of Gentile apostacy that spread over the 
church for about 1260 years, ending with Antichrist 
and the Coming of the liord^ which dvas-^pened up 
irt the light the-open .Bible gavel Thetwo^witnesses 
may represent- the line of H’JlowitnesseB-during 
that ^period,-and Ahecontinual path of-death and 
resurrection ras i^’were-’that; awaited their testi­
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mony. No doubt in the end they would refer to 
Moses and Elias.

The last trumpet closes this period with Christ’s 
Coming and the time of judgment. The seven 
last vials may coincide with God’s dealings since 
the French Revolution.

Having said so much, I go on with more detail as 
to the general interpretation of the book. After 
the introduction in the first three verses we have 
John’s address to the seven assemblies in Asia, from 
Him who was, and is, and is to come; from the 
seven Spirits which were before the throne (comp. 
Isaiah xi. 1-3), and from Jesus Christ the Faithful 
Witness, the first begotten from the d'ead, and the 
Prince of the kings of the earth. It is remarkable 
that none of these titles of God are His proper 
church characters. God is Jehovah in proper rela­
tionship with Israel. The Spirit is seen as in Isaiah 
x:., in its plenitude of power when Christ returns 
to reign. Christ is seen, first, in His character on 
the earth before the cross, as the Faithful Witness; 
second, as risen from the dead, but not ascended; 
third, as Prince of the kings of the earth coming 
to reign. What God is as Father, what Christ is 
as Head of His body the church, and Lord, and, I 
may add, as Priest; what the Holy Ghost is as In­
dweller and Comforter, are all left out. All this 
shows that the church is not the proper subject 
of prophecy ; she is only introduced by the way to 
open the main subject of the book, which is pro­
phetic in regard to the world.

Still this shows that Jehovah’s governmental 
character is here applied to the church, and that 
there are unalterable principles in government that 
hold good at all time. (Comp. Ex. xxxiv.) We 
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know, as Christians, God to be in relationship to us 
as Father; Christ as Redeemer, Head and Lord; 
and the Holy Ghost as Comforter: nevertheless, 
the One who is Father, in relationship with us, is 
the Jehovah who governed Israel. It is the sense 
of who the Person is that addresses the church 
thus, that awakens in her the sense of her real re­
lationship, and she expresses it in the end^f verse 
5, in the words, “ Unto Him who loveth us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His 
Father, unto Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever, Amen.” It is like the bride of some 
great general like the Duke of Wellington, who 
hears her husband addressed by his various official 
titles, and exclaims in love and affection, “Oh, that 
is my husband,” and rejoices!

The church continues, Behold He cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they also 
that have pierced Him, and all the kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of Him! Even so, 
Amen. Thus says the Christian heart that bows 
to the will of God. Most solemn word for the poor 
world that rejects Christ.

The next verse shows that Christ is Jehovah! 
The One to whom the Revelation was given says, 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Jehovah, which was, 
and is, and is to come, the Almighty. All these 
are God’s titles in relationship with man, Israel, 
or Abraham, faithful in covenant relationship and 
government, and almighty to carry out all the 
promises as given to Abraham. All this shows 
that the church is about to be replaced on the earth, 
by God’s carrying out all that those titles represent 
to Israel and the nations. John continues handing 
on the message; he was the brother of the servants 
and of the saints in these assemblies, their com’ 
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panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ. This kingdom had been 
rejected by the Jews; the King was in heaven and 
about to come back to reign when it would be set 
up in power. In the meantime it was set up in 
mystery in a world that had rejected the King, 
and Christians were in the kingdom, but in associa- 
tion wi£h Him in His rejection, and also with His 
patience, and looking forward for His return. (See 
Matt, i.-xii., xiii., xvii.) At this time John was in 
Patmos, banished there by the cruel order of the 
Emperor Domitian, for the Word of God, and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. Little did the wicked 
Emperor think that he was just furthering God’s 
purposes, and giving Christ’s servant such a won­
derful opportunity of communion with his Lord, so 
that, like Daniel in Babylon, away from all bro­
therly and church communion, he received there 
the future, history of his heavenly people, and of 
the world, which would be a blessing to the church 
all through the dark period of the present church’s 
apostacy from God.

Ver. 10. Our Apostle was in the spirit of pro­
phecy on the Lord’s day, wholly occupied with 
what was coming on the world, when, all of a sud­
den, he heard behind him the voice of a trumpet, 
saying, What thou seest, write in a book, and send 
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia, unto 
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, 
and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Phil­
adelphia, and unto Laodicea. Immediately he 
turned away from what he had been considering, 
and he saw seven golden candlesticks, and in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks, one like 
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. In spirit he had been outside and beyond 
the church and her history, for prophecy does not 
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relate to the church as such ; but now he is turned, 
and brpught back as it were to the recollection that 
the church still existed on the earth. He turns to 
seo who speaks to him and sees the Lord in the 
character of Son of man, as we have seen.

We get this title first mentioned in the prophecy 
of Ezekiel. He got his commission and revelation 
as prophet outside the land of Israel, for he was 
one of the captives by the river Chebar. (See 
chap, i.) He lived just at the time when the throne 
and presence of Jehovah was going to be removed 
from Jerusalem, on account of the idolatry and sin 
of the people, six abominations at least of which 
are mentioned, from chapters viii.-xi., where also 
the glory is seen gradually departing from the 
temple and from the city of Jerusalem. I think 
there are six abominations likewise mentioned in 
chapters ii. and iii. (Revelation), as a cause why 
the presence of Christ should finally depart from 
the professing church.

Since writing the above, it strikes me that the 
above statement is true. Certainly there was a 
parallel state of things at the period of the time 
when the glory was about to depart from the tem­
ple at Jerusalem, and the point of history that the 
church had come to in John’s day. But as the 
Glory and Presence of the Lord lingered in Ezekiel’s 
day before finally departing, so in a much more 
gracious sense has it lingered in the history of the 
church. And like as the Spirit of God had to 
enumerate at least four abominations in Ezekiel viii., 
which had gone on for a long period of time, off and 
on, in the history of the nation before the symbol 
of the Lord’s presence made its first departure; 
(See chap. viii. 3, 4, and chap, x. 4-18), so there 
are four evils mentioned in the addresses to the first 
four churches, before there is the removal of the 
presence of the Lord to the circle prophetically 
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shown in the assembly in Sardis. There is the jealous 
husband of the church speaking of departure from 
first love in the address to Ephesus, like as in the 
first abomination mentioned in Ezekiel viii., there 
was the image of jealousy in the inner gate, leading 
to the altar in the temple. Is there not some sim­
ilarity between the hole in the wall (chap. viii. 7) 
where the ancients of Israel were seen encouraging 
the people of God to join their worship with every 
filthy and abominable thing, and the Balaams of 
the professing church teaching the people of God 
to mix up the worship of the church and world 
together ? (Rev. ii. 14.) Is there not some similar­
ity again between the women weeping for Tam­
muz or Adonis, and the worship of the men with 
their backs to the temple of the Lord (Ezek. viii. 
13-18), and worshipping the sun in the East, to 
that woman Jezebel’s teachings, in Rev. ii. 20, 
which typify the practices of the idolatrous priests 
of Rome, and perhaps also the lascivious practices 
of the Nicolaitanes ?

When the glory departs and lingers over the East 
gate (Ezek. xi. 1), is there not some similarity be­
tween the princes of the people of Israel giving bad 
advice, denying the approach of judgment, and caus­
ing the people of God to settle down, and what has 
marked the Sardis period of the church (Rev. iii. 
1-7), during which the church instead of trusting 
Christ has surrendered herself into the hands of 
the world rulers, and the church is subject to the 
state with a name to live and is dead ? Fearing 
the sword of Babylon, they have gone down as it 
were to Egypt for help. Alas, for a fallen church I

And then may not the last evil mentioned in 
Ezek. xi. 15, be a type of that which causes at the 
end neutrality and indifference to Christ, as we see 
in Laodicea, viz., a portion of the people of God 
standing on right ground, saying to their brethren,
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practically, “ Get you far from the Lord, unto uh 
is the land given in possession ” ? Alas, as the final 
result, Christ is found outside a Laodicean church, 
that says, I am rich, and increased in goods, and 
have need of nothing, and finally departs with the 
true church to heaven at the Coming of the Lord, 
as the glory went off to the Mount of Olives, from 
which mountain the Lord ascended, and finally 
departed altogether.

In the Book of Daniel likewise the title of Son 
of man is twice mentioned : first, in reference to 
Christ Himself, in chapter viii. 13, where He is 
seen as Son of man coming to the Ancient of 
days, and where He gets His place given Him of 
universal dominion, at the time of His Second 
Coming, replacing the fourth great Gentile Empire 
of the earth, viz., the Boman, which reigned in 
John’s day.

In chapter viii. 17, Daniel is addressed as Son of 
man, and in connection with this title he gets the 
future history of the nations in the East, specially 
in connection with his own beloved people, the 
Jews, unveiled to him. See also chapters x. and 
xi., where a vision of Christ much like what John 
saw, was shown to Daniel, also in connection with 
the unveiling of the future history of Israel.

In the Gospels, as has been remarked by others, 
the Lord takes this title in consequence of His re­
jection as Messiah by the Jewish nation. In Mark 
viii. 29, when Peter confessed Him as the Anointed, 
He charged them to tell no man of Him under that 
title, and immediately began to talk of His death, 
saying, the Son of man must suffer. Consequently 
it is a title betokening rejection by His professing 
people on earth, but in that rejection receiving 
revelations of judgment coming on them, and of 
their future history, which will end in the mass 
being set aside in judgment, the Son of man com-
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ing again in judgment, and replacing them in His 
title of.universal dominion over the earth and the 
heavens as we see in Psalm viii. Here, alas, it 
shows that the professing church as Israel had failed 
as God’s witness on the earth ; that the presence 
of Christ was about to depart as the glory departed 
from the Temple, but though departing the future 
history was opened up, which would finally end 
in judgment being actually executed, the Son of 
man replacing it with the kingdom set up in 
power over the earth.

We see then the Lord in the character of the 
Soh of man, standing in the midst of the churches, 
represented symbolically by the seven candlesticks 
of gold. They were literally the seven assemblies 
of Asia, enumerated in ;the chapter, but no doubt 
symbolically representing the complete state of 
the professing cnurch of God on earth in John’s 
day. Seven is a number of completeness, whether 
of good or evil. The candlesticks are for bearing 
lights. Such was the true position of the church 
of God on earth, to be the light of the world, to 
bear testimony Tor God and for Christ. Gathered 
by God, through the instrumentality of the apos­
tles, its walls had been built up by professing 
Christian builders, of professing Christians, and 
the Holy Ghost indwelt it. (Acts ii., and 1 Cor. 
iii.) But here it is not the Holy Ghost in the mid­
dle of the house, but the Son of man, clothed with 
the long priestly garment down to the foot, and 
girt about the paps with a golden girdle, divine 
strength for service. All the rest of His characters 
are for judgment. His head and His hairs white 
as snow, like the Ancient of days of Daniel vii., 
to whom judgment was committed, His eyes like 
a flame of fire, piercing for judgment, His feet like 
unto fine brass (strong for walking and for judg­
ment), as if they burned in a furnace; and His 
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voice as the sound of many waters, i.e., the voice of 
God Himself (comp. Ezek. xliii. 2); and He had 
in His right hand seven stars (the seven messeng­
ers representing the seven churches, who conveyed 
His messages to them); and out of His mouth 
wont a sharp two-edged sword, i.e., the word for dis­
cerning and judgment; and His countenance was as 
the sun, shining in his strength (Mal. iv. 1,2).

In Matthew xviii. we find, the promise of Jesus in 
the midst, given to even two or three gathered io 
His Name, and so it was at the first; witness Luke 
xxiv., John xx., Acts ii., iv. But, alas, the church 
had departed from her Head and her Lord; she had 
left her first love; she allowed evil doctrine and 

- Antinomianism in her midst; she allowed even a 
false prophetess to teach and seduce the servants 
of God to commit adultery, perhaps literal or spir­
itual, with the world; and to mix with idolatry. 
She had a name to live and was dead. She was 
lukewarm—neither cold nor hot. The attractions 
and claims of her Husband and Head and Lord, had 
lost their power over her.

Consequently the attitude of Christ towards her 
was changed : it is no longer the Saviour and Com­
forter for blessing, but the Son of man for judg­
ment, loath to depart, indeed, for the priestly robe 
was on, and the girdle for the divine service of 
love, but on the verge of departure, like we read 
of in Ezekiel i.-xi. as to Israel, and again in the 
Gospels, and Acts i.-vii., as to the same nation, but 
now so for the church. The church had become an 
object for Christ’s judgment 1

John falls at His feet as dead ! What, the chaste 
virgin whom Peter and Paul had espoused as a 
chaste virgin to Christ, so fallen, so departed, as to 
become an object for judgment? Was the glory 
about to depart from the assembly of God, as it 
did from Jerusalem’s temple in Ezekiel’s day, and
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Christ’s day—when Ho was actually there ? Alas, 
yes, my reader! True it has lingered long, yea for 
more than 1800 years, but as truly as the pen of 
the apostle John wrote the Apocalypse, and God 
spoke it, so truly is judgment written on the pro­
fessing church, as it was on man in Paradise, on 
Israel in Ezekiel’s day, and on Jerusalem in Christ’s 
day. The church has failed as God’s responsible 
witness on the earth, and is to be set aside for the 
kingdom. And this is what John had to learn, and 
this is what you and I have to learn, my reader, if 
any have not learnt it!

The churdh as the body of Christ remains as the 
subject of God’s counsels; Christ’s building, over 
which the gates of hades shall not triumph that 
remains; but the visible house of God, set up by 
Peter and Paul amongst Jew and Gentile, has failed 
as God’s light-bearer in the world, and is to be set 
aside. Trace its history through the Acts, the First 
Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 2 Timothy ii., 
iii., 1 Peter iv., 2 Peter ii., iii., 1 John ii.,and Jude, 
and see whether the marks of departure do not get 
worse and worse; till, evil being allowed in Jude 4, 
and there being no power apparently to put it out, 
the next view we have is that in Rev. i. it has be­
come the object of judgment for Christ. Now, what 
is the resource of the faithful under such circum­
stances ? The resource is to return to Christ, in 
what Ho is as revealed—God and man in one Per­
son. And as the corporate whole is for judgment, 
so it is for the individual to return, for whoever 
hath an ear, to hear what the Spirit saith to the 
assemblies, and it is for the individual to overcome 
in the midst of the ruin.

In order to this, Christ presents Himself to John 
as the first and the last, God, Jehovah Himself, 
and that revealed in grace. (Comp. Isaiah xli. I; 
xliv. 6 ; xlviii. 12.) How else could Israel finally 
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bo saved? Who sent Cyrus (Isaiah xli. 4) to re­
store Israel, except Jehovah, faithful to His prom­
ises (Isaiah xli.) ? Who is the Redeemer of Israel, 
their King, but Jehovah, the first and the last (Isa. 
xliv. 6)? Who would refine them, and deliver 
them from the yoke of Babylon, but the same Je­
hovah (Isa. xlviii. 12) ? Who, again, was that One 
described in Ileb. i. 10-12, quoted from Psalm cii. 
25, etc., the One who laid the foundation of the 
heavens and the earth, and who, when they perish, 
He remains ? It is Jehovah, but now revealed for 
Christians as the Son of God (Ileb i.), who became 
a man, purged our sins, and sat down at the right 
hand of God. The first and the last! What is this 
but the testimony of grace from which the church 
has departed, and to which the individual is called 
to return? Judgment is the result of departure 
from grace. He is the exhibition of it, the living 
One who was dead and is alive for evermore, who 
has the keys of death and of hades in His hands, 
God and man in one Person.

• - Here, dear reader, is the secret of overcoming in 
the midst of the church’s ruin. The Son of God 
has been into the ruin of the then house of God— 
Israel—and has overcome. He lived at the end of 
a dispensation, just like we do now, and the secret 
of our overcoming is the realization of our link 
with the Great Overcomer, the Living One, who was 
dead and is alive for evermore. He stands as the 
Eternal Life beyond the imputation of sin, judgment 
and death, and the whole power of the enemy. He 
has met the whole thing for the believer,—has 
overcome, and His life of resurrection has been 
communicated to every believer,so that thebeliev­
er is linked to the risen, victorious OverComer, who 
was dead, who has opened the way clean through 
death and judgment, and the whole power of the 
enemy, so that if the believer is called to pass that 
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way, he passes dryshod over, like Israel over Jor­
dan, and not a drop of the waters of judgment 
touch him. The keys of death and hades are in 
Christ’s hands. Death is for him the open door 
into the glory; and when Christ comes again, the 
dead in Christ will rise first, even before the living 
are changed, and all the Christians shall then bo 
caught away together, right out of the circle of 
judgment of the professing church, to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so shall we be forever with 
the Lord.

Glory be to God, we are constituted overcomers 
through Him who has overcome—the living Ono 
who was dead and is alive for evermore, and who 
has the keys of death and hades (the unseen world) 
in His hands. And not one living stone of Christ’s 
building shall be left out, the gates of hades shall 
not prevail against it (Matt. xvi. 16). The visible 
church has foiled, but Christ’s building in glory 
will be manifested when He comes again.

John was thus lifted up above the church’s ruin, 
and was told to write the things which he had seen, 
the things that are, and the things that should be 
hereafter. Lifted up, he was now able to consider 
calmly what Christ had to say to the assemblies, 
and ho was acquainted with the fact.that the seven 
stars represented symbolically the messengers of 
the seven churches, and that the candlesticks re­
presented the seven churches.

It has been noted in the opening of this little 
book, that the Book of Revelation is divided by the 
Lord Himself into three parts: First (chap, i.), the 
things that John had seen, showing a complete 
view of the professing church in that day, as shown 
in the seven assemblies in Asia ;*  second (chapters 

* They are doubtless addressed as seven actual local churches 
that existed in John’s day. This must not be forgotten. The 
evils existing were all in germ then tba.t have been developed in-
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ii., iii.), the things that are, viz., a historical sketch 
of the professing church from John’s day to that 
of the Second Corning of the Lord ; thirdly, the 
things that shall be hereafter, commencing with 
chapter iv. 1 end, showing the judgments that shall 
fall on the world after the church is translated to 
glory, on to the eternal state of things (chap. xxi. 
1--8); the church’s glory in the millennium, and 
the closing up of the book. I do not dwell, there­
fore, further on this, leaving my reader to judge in 
the presence of God as to the truth of the inter­
pretation, only perhaps bringing out as I go on 
points which shall confirm it.

I proceed then to chapters ii., iii., which com­
mence the second division of the book, according 
to the Lord’s own division of it.

CHAPTER II.

Each assembly had an angel, or representative 
messenger, that had the state of that assembly on 
his heart, and to whom the Lord addresses Himself. 
(Comp. Matt, xviii. 10; Acts xii. 15.) To the angel 
of the church in Ephesus, He addreses Himself as 
the One that held the seven stars*  in His hand and 
walked in the midst of the seven golden candle­
sticks. To the church in Smyrna, as the First and 
the Last, who was dead and is alive. To the church 
in Pergamos, as the One who had the sharp sword 
with two edges. To the church in Thyatira, as the 
Son of God, who had His eyes like a flame of fire, 
and His feet like unto fine brass. These titles cor­
respond to the different symbols attached to His

- - - L , - ■

to full flower since. They are addressed as assemblies, because 
they were in a province. (Comp. Gal. i. 2; 1 Cor. xvi. 19.) But 
there was only one assembly in each town.

* Stars are subordinate authorities under Christ (Gen. xxxvii. 
9)t
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Person in chapter i. 13-18. To the church in Sar­
dis, He addresses Himself as the One who had the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars. To the 
church in Philadelphia, as the Holy One and the 
True, who had the keys of David, who opened and 
no man shut, who shut and no man opened. To 
the church in Laodicea, as the Amen, the Faithful 
and True Witness, the Beginning of the Creation 
of God.

Ephesus represents the church in its primitive 
state and beauty, set up in relationship with the 
God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, as His 
family (Eph. i. 1-14), with Christ as Head of His 
body (Eph. i. 19-23; ii. 1-18), and with the Holy 
Spirit, as God’s house and household (Eph. ii. 19- 
23). It was the love of God that had placed it in 
that place, and it was responsible to walk in love, 
as Christ had loved it (Eph. v. 1). But alas she 
had lost the sense of God’s love, and consequently 
had left her first love. But first He who held the 
seven stars in His right hand, and that walked in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, com­
mended her for what He could: I know thy works, 
He says, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how 
thou canst not bear them that are evil, and thou 
hast tried them that say they are apostles but are 
not, and hast found them liars, and hast borne and 
hast patience, and for my Name’s sake hast labour­
ed and hast not fainted. There were plenty of 
works and labour and patience, but the faith, and 
hope, and love, which were joined to these in the 
church at Thessalonica, were wanting (see 1 Thes, 
i.) ; Christ had somewhat against her that she had 
left her first love. The spring of everything had 
waned, the sense of the love of Christ had depart­
ed, and consequently the reflux back had been left. 
For we love Him because He first loved us.

Ah, dear reader, be very jealous of this both in 
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yourself and the church. Christ is very jealous of 
the church showing affection to any object but 
Himself. It is He that has bought her for Himself, 
from the depths of ruin, to be a testimony of His 
love in the world, and that at all events when 
everything else has cast Him out, there is one that 
shows true affection to Him, and that is His Bride. 
The first departure of the church from Christ was 
not in outward actings. It was in in want love— 
from having lost the sense of His love to her.

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen ! 
Where had she been placed? Seated in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, by the everlasting counsels 
of God’s love; and kept there too by the same 
counsels. But as to the sense of it in responsibility 
to her Head, she had departed, and was getting 
earthly, forgetting that all her blessings and call­
ing were heavenly. Repent, says the jealous Hus­
band, and do the first works, the work of faith, 
the labour of love, or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and remove thy candlestick (thy light­
bearing testimony) out of his place, except thou 
repent. (Comp. Ezek. viii. 5, Jer. ii., as to Israel.)

And here I must digress for a moment for the 
sake of those who are ignorant of their church­
standing and privileges. Satan has taken advant­
age of this to pervert this scripture as if it upheld 
the monstrous doctrine that a Christian could fall 
from grace. But the fact is the verse does not ad­
dress an individual Christian at all. It addresses 
the church as a corporate body—as Christ’s light­
bearer in the world, for the candlestick which He 
threatens to remove, is the light-bearer. The threat­
ening then means that the local church would be 
removed as Christ’s light-bearer in the world unless 
there -was repentance. It is perfectly plain that 
a local church can be set up and bear fruit for 
a while in the world, and then be scattered or re­
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moved, whilst individual souls—perhaps all in it— 
might be eternally saved. A church that is re­
moved from being Christ’s witness in the world, is 
totally independent of God’s sovereign grace which 
saves souls for eternity, and the next verse or two 
shows it. The candlestick of Ephesus was remov­
ed, but individual overcomcrs in it, who perhaps 
were in it at the time of its actual removal, shall 
eat of the tree of life that is in the midst of the 
Paradise of God. (Seo ver. 7.) Blessed contrast 
between God’s eternal counsels of grace to the be­
liever now, and His government in regard to the 
first responsible man Adam, who was barred, in 
consequence of his sin, from ever eating of the tree 
of life in the earthly Paradise.

Yes, thank God, though the Ephesian church has 
as to her corporate responsibility not held fast to 
her first estate, has forgotten God’s eternal counsels 
of love to her, yet God is faithful to every individ­
ual soul thatdoes, who is in reality upheld by His 
grace, and the tree of life in the Paradise of God 
in heaven shall be open to that soul. There, was 
another good point about this assembly; that Christ 
mentions, she hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanos 
which He also hated, namely, those that overthrew 
the Lordship of Christ, and turned the grace of God 
into lasciviousness—the Antinomians of the day. 
(Comp. Jude 3; 2 Pet. ii. 1--4.)

But I must digress once more, for there is a dif­
ficulty in the minds of many as to overcoming. 
What is it to overcome? Why it is simply to cling 
by faith to the Great Overcomer of whom we read 
in chapter i. 17, 18. The principle by. which wc 
overcome is shown us in 1 John v. 4, 5. The one 
born of God is the overcomer; the principle of 
overcoming is faith; the objective power -is the 
Person of Jesus the Son of God, and the blood and 
the water are the means of overcoming. (1 John 
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v.) But this is in the world. Alas, hero it is in 
the church! But if wc recollect what the first 
chapter taught us, that the professing church had 
already become an object of Christ’s judgment in 
John’s day, the principle is easy. The church as a 
corporate body has failed. The individual is called 
to overcome in its midst; and to hear what the 
Spirit says unto the churches. Not to hear the 
church as Rome presumptuously says, but to hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches, for they arc 
the objects of judgment.

In Smyrna we have a better state of things. It 
is an overcoming church, and overcoming like 
Christ through death. Christ presents Himself to 
her under the character of the Great Overcomer— 
the first and last, who was dead and is alive. G-od 
ever existing for the church on the solid basis of 
death and resurrection, victorious over death and 
the whole power of the enemy. Ho knew their 
works, and tribulation, and poverty; but they were 
rich. God had allowed the stream of persecution 
to flow in, to check the downward progress of the 
church, and it had produced good effects in the 
assembly in Smyrna. Prophetically we can take 
this as referring to the age of the church, follow­
ing the apostles’ day, when God allowed ten fierce 
perseeutions to roll in upon a declining church, 
thus checking its downward progress.

Christ.knew also the blasphemy of those who 
said they were Jews and were not, but were of the 
synagogue of Satan. Perhaps they were literally 
Jews of that day; but God had sot aside the nation 
as being His; consequently it had become Satan’s 
synagogue. The fruit of much evil in the early - 
church was mixing up Judaism with Christianity. 
But the assembly in Smyrna was to fear none of 
those things that it should suffer. The devil would 
cast some into prison, that they might be tried— 
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the church should have tribulation for ten days. 
Christ calls on her to bo faithful unto death, and 
He would give her a crown of life. Still, with all 
this the individual was to hear what the Spirit said 
to the churches, and to overcome. An overcoming 
assembly now is composed of overcoming individ­
uals ; and these should not be hurt of the second 
death, Christ having drunk up the cup of wrath 
and judgment Himself.

In Pergamos there is further decline. Christ 
presents Himself to the angel of the assembly, as 
the One that has the sharp sword with two edges; 
the Word piercing to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit for self-judgment. He knew her works, 
and where she dwelt, even where Satan’s throne 
was, and she held fast Christ’s Name, and did not 
deny His faith even in those days when Antipas 
was Christ’s faithful martyr, who was slain among 
them where Satan dwelt. But this assembly evid­
ently lacked keeping Christ’s word. There was 
lack of self-judgment, of returning to Gilgal—the 
place of circumcision (Joshua v.). Consequently, 
she allowed evil doctrine in her midst. Thou hast 
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, a 
prophet of God who taught Balak, king of Moab, 
to cast a stumbling-block before the children of Is­
rael (the people of God of that day), to eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication.

I have no doubt that this principle is that of the 
clergy joining themselves to worldly rulers, and 
teaching them how to mix up the assembly of God 
with the world and its idolatry, and fornication. 
Fornication is taken in a spiritual sense by the 
prophets; to denote Israel’s leaving Jehovah, her 
true Husband, and joining herself with Egypt and 
Assyria and other earthly lovers, forgetting her 
place of separation to God. Some of the church’s 
teachers, like Balaam, were the first to instruct 
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worldly rulers like Constantine and others bow to 
do this. And in his days, though Christ’s Name 
was still confessed, His Word was departed from, 
the church joined herself to the world, and the 
worship of relics and images, and the adoration of 
saints and the Virgin Mary began. The body of 
the church may not yet have all been defiled, but 
the evil was allowed in, and a little leaven was 
leavening the whole lump. The doctrine of the 
Nicolaitanes—the turning of the grace of God into 
lasciviousness—was also allowed. The clergy had 
practically taken the place of true ministry in the 
church.

Repent, says Christ, or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth. The individual wras to hear 
what the Spirit said unto the assemblies, and the 
overcomer had the promise of God giving him to 
eat of the hidden manna. Christ was once hum­
bled here, but now hidden away in glory; like a 
sample of the manna was put away into the ark 
and kept in the holiest of all before Jehovah, ever 
reminding Him of that dear object of His bosom 
that humbled Himself to death to do His will. 
(See Exodus xvi. 32-34.) The overcomer should 
also have the white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knew saving he that 
received it. This was one of the marks of approval 
given by Eastern princes to faithful subjects who 
met their approval. When the church failed to 
follow Christ the individual believer would be found 
to have overcome. The church accepted the world; 
the overcomer rejected it with the humbled Christ. 
This would be his reward in the otherworld; with 
the other mark of approval.

In Thyatira we have further departure, not only 
was evil doctrine allowed, but a false prophetess 
was allowed to teach and to seduce the servants of
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God. Christ presents Himself to this assembly ns 
the Son of God, who had His eyes as a flame of 
fire, and His feet like fine brass. I know thy works, 
He says, and thy love, and thy service, and thy 
faith'and thy patience, and thy works; and the 
last to be more than the first. Notwithstanding 
I have against thee, because thou suffercst that 
woman (literally thy wife) Jezebel, which callcth 
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my 
servants to commit fornication, and to eat things 
sacrificed to idols. This no doubt refers historically 
to the history of the church, when the false system 
of Rome sprang up in the midst of the professing 
church, and ruled the leaders of Christendom. The 
princes of Christendom, like Ahab the wicked king 
of Israel of old, instead of trusting the Son of God 
allied themselves to this false system of religion, 
and the servants of God were seduced into mixture 
with the world, and into mingling with Rome’s idola­
trous practices. The Son of God holds the whole 
church responsible for this; and addresses Himself 
as such to the assembly, as contrasted with what 
Rome presses, that He is the Son of Mary. He has 
given this false system time for repentance since 
the Reformation, but she has not repented. Fearful 
will be her judgments. I will cast her on a bed, 
says the Son of God, and them that commit adult­
ery with her into great tribulation, except they 
repent; I will kill her children with death; and 
all the assemblies shall know that I am He that 
searcheth the reins and hearts, and I will give to 
every one of you according to your works.

Thus we see here not only the assembly joined 
to the world, as in Constantine’s day, but actually 
a false church figured by a bad woman sprung up 
in the midst, and bearing children of her own. 
Another thing we see; here for the first time, a 
remnant is owned and separated. Unto you I say, 
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and unto tho remnant in Thyatira/as many as 
have not this doctrine, and which have not known 
the depths of Satan, as they speak, I will put upon 
you none other burden, but that which ye have 
already hold fast till I come.

The Coming of the Lord is here introduced, thus 
showing that taking the prophetical view, this fin­
ishes the histoiy of tho church as a whole, it takes 
us down to the Coming of the Lord. A remnant 
owned—perhaps the Waldenses and churches who 
in the midst of Rome have stood fast to fundment­
al truth.

The overcomer, who kept Christ’s works to the 
end, would have association with Him in His power 
over the nations, persecuted and trampled upon as 
he might be now, he shall then rule them with a 
rod of iron, and break them in pieces like a pot­
ter’s vessel; even as the Son had received power 
from the Father. Besides, he would get the heav­
enly reward, the morning star, viz., Christ Coming 
before the judgments to take the church to glory.

The promise to the overcomer in the last four 
churches comes before the call, He that hath an 
ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
assemblies. This shows that it was all over with 
the church as a whole. It had no ear to hear. The 
overcomer alone had an car to hear that which the 
Son of God by the Spirit calls them to hear.

chapter in.

In the addresses to the last three assemblies 
mentioned in chap, iii., whilst no doubt they were 
addressed to actual assemblies at the time, we have 
a prophetic picture of a partial state of the pro­
fessing church in three different states pictured by 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, all of them tak­
ing us down to the (Joining of the Lord, and there* 
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fore, as prophetically viewed, they will run along­
side one another till Christ’s Coming. Sardis ans­
wers to Protestantism coming out of Thyatira, 
the circle of Greece and Rome ; Philadelphia com­
ing out of Sardis, and Thyatira; and Laodicea out 
of Philadelphia, Thyatira and Sardis. Thus wo 
may expect lour distinct general states of the pro­
fessing church just before Christ comes.

In the address to Sardis, the Lord speaks as tho 
One who has the complete power of the Spirit in 
government, and who has all the messengers of the 
assemblies in His hand. When He is prophesied 
of as the One coming to reign, in Isaiah xi.; the 
Spirit in seven different characters is seen on Him, 
with every qualification necessary for government, 
as well as of power. Blessed for the assembly if 
it had believed in Him in this character. But, alas, 
the assembly itself had but a name to live and was 
dead !

This as to prophecy I have no doubt is a picture 
of the professing church after it had come out from 
Rome figured by Jezebel, at the Reformation. It 
pictures the state of the Protestant churches separ­
ate from Rome and Greece.*  There was complete 
power in Christ in government to set everything 
right. He held all the angels of the assemblies in 
His hand; but, alas, there was no faith to take hold 
of this as to continuance. At first, when there was 
faith, and the reformers went forth in the energy of 
the Spirit preaching justification by faith, whole 
countries were delivered from the yoke of Rome, 
a proof of the power of Christ; but then instead of 
trusting Him, they fell back on the human rulers 
of those countries, and the church fell inio the 
hands of the world. It had a name to live. Justi­
fication by faith, and with it life, was held as a

* The Anglican or Episcopal church may be in the Thyatira 
circle, for she suffers Jezebel, i.e., Rome, to teach in her midst.
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doctrine, but the mass of the church was dead. Be 
watchful, the Lord continues, and strengthen the 
things which remain, which are ready to die; for 
I have not found thy works perfect before God. 
True doctrine was there, but the Life which ought 
to have been connected with it, was wanting, and 
hence the works, as the necessary fruit were im­
perfect. At different intervals did the Lord send 
messengers to the failing church, calling upon it to 
remember how it had received and heard, and to 
hold fast and repent, specially in what answers to it 
in modern times prophetically, by Whitfield, and 
Wesley, and other chosen servants, but all in vain 
as to the mass. What is then the future of this 
circle? If therefore thou shalt not watch I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee. It had thrown 
itself on the world for support; it would be judged 
like the world ; for the Lord would come upon it in 
the same character that He is coming in to judge 
the world. (Comp. 1 Thes. v.)

There were but a few names in Sardis who had 
not defiled their garments; they should walk with 
Christ in white, for they were worthy. Oh, sad 
picture of the general state of Protestantism, with 
all its fancied revivals! Ue that overcame should 
be clothed in white raiment. Christ would not 
blot his name out of the book of life, but He would 
confess His name before His Father and before the 
angels. The mass of professors whose names were 
in the human registers of church members down 
here would be blotted out, but not the name of the 
overcomer. He that hath an ear let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the assemblies.

In Philadelphia the moral*character of the bless­
ed Lord comes out. We do not see one of the 
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aspocta hero mentioned in tho first chapter. There 
is His power in government, but in connection 
with opening the door and shutting it; as also for 
giving an open dodr of service to the assembly— 
feeble in itself.

It is government founded on eternal counsels of 
grace, such as David’s was in the earthly sphere. 
Ho is the Holy set apart One. He cannot go on 
with the world, as He said, For this cause I sanc­
tify myself, that they also might he sanctified 
through the truth. There He is in the heavenly 
glory entirely set apart from the world, and has 
sent down the Holy Ghost on those that believed, 
associating them with Himself there, and thus not 
ashamed to call them His brethren. He is the True 
One, when everything around was false, and who­
ever heard His voice would thus got instructed in 
the truth by the Spirit of Truth, who should guide 
into all the truth.

But as having the power of government in His 
hands, the key of David,*  He opened and no man 
shut, He shut and no man opened. The keys of 
tho kingdom of heaven had been committed to 
Peter, but everything had failed in man’s hand; 
the world had come in and swamped the testimony. 
Now the Lord holds the key in His own hand as 
the security. He opens; He shuts. Blessed for 
those who hear His voice, and follow Him; and so 
this is the only assembly that escapes as a whole 
at the Coming of the Lord (See ver. 10). It is the 
type of those who heard His voice about fifty years 
ago, and came back to be satisfied with their asso­
ciation with Him alone.

* David was the man after God’s own heart, raised up, after 
everything in Israel had failed. The priesthood had failed (See 
1 Sam. i.-vii). The prophets had failed. Saul, the first king, 
had failed. But David, as God’s man, was raised up.

I know thy works, the Lord says, behold I have 
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set before thee an open door which no man can 
shut; for thou hast little strength, and hast kept 
my Word, and hast not denied my Name. There 
is no power in the assembly itself, it has little 
strength, but it clings to Christ’s Word, and docs 
not deny His Name. Association with Him who 
is Holy and True, marks the Philadelphian assem­
bly, with obedience to His Word. They will nei­
ther have-unholiness nor worldliness; neither will 
they have untruth in regard to His blessed Person 
or Word.

Satan opposes in trying to restore Judaism in 
the church, in the form of ritualism, or in mixing 
up the church with the hopes of Israel, but Christ 
assures the church of His favour, and that such 
will be forced to own that the truth was with 
Philadelphia. For this assembly there is a blessed 
promise, Because thou hast kept the Word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
trial that is coming upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell on the earth. Obedience to tbeWord of the 
patience of Christ, who is waiting in glory for His 
Coming, is the great thing here. Evil abounds, there 
is little strength in the assembly itself to meet it, 
but there is the waiting for Christ, and learning of 
Him, and in consequence the reward of deliverance 
as a whole when the Lord comes, from the great tri b- 
ulation coming on the world.

The coming of the Lord for the saints thus be­
comes the distinct hope of this assembly. He will 
descend into the air, according to promise, and it, 
with all the saints scattered elsewhere, will be 
caught up to meet Him in the air, and never come 
as an assembly into judgment, as the professing 
church will as a whole, in the day of the Lord. 
Oh, to be found amongst this happy circle when 
the Lord comes. Looking at it in the prophetical 
view, there is such a circle on earth now, dear 
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reader. Are you found in it; in an assembly 
which, as a whole, with much weakness mixed up 
with it, cleaves to Christ alone, as the Son of God, 
the Head of His body, that keeps His Word, that 
doos not deny His holy and true Name, that is keep­
ing the Word of His patience, looking out for the 
coming of the Lord? Behold, I come quickly: 
hold that fast that thou hast that no man take thy 
crown. What a picture we have here in-the midst 
of the ruin of the house of God, of an assembly 
governmentally saved, out of all the ruin, by the 
unfailing counsels of Him who has given to His 
Christ the key of David. It is the only assembly 
which escapes the judgments coming on the world, 
which ceases to exist on earth at the coming of the 
Lord for His saints. Thyatira prophetically, ex­
cept the remnant, is judged with Jezebel, in the day 
of the Lord. Sardis becomes the world, and is 
judged like the world. Laodicea is spued out of 
Christ’s mouth. Philadelphia only as a corporate 
circle is saved. Alas, it fails, as a circle like every­
thing else, and we have got to overcome in it. Still 
it has, as an assembly, the promise of deliverance 
at Christ’s coming. False professors are doubtless 
there, and they individually will be left behind for 
judgment when the Lord comes, but the assembly 
corporately has the promise of deliverance.

How important then to be amongst the over- 
comers in this assembly. It is the faith of the 
overcomers that preserves the assembly as a whole. 
They may be little thought of amidst the failure 
of the mass, may appear weak in the eyes of many 
of their brethren even, through the influence of the 
false professors, but such will become pillars in the 
temple of Jesus’ God; they should no more have 
to go out for Christ’s sake like they had to here. 
Jesus would write upon him the name of His God, 
the Father, and the name of the city of His God,
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New Jerusalem, i.e., the Bride—the Lamb's wife 
(Comp. chap, xxi.), and He would write upon him 
His New Name. Is it tho Name of Jesus, Saviour ? 
earned rightfully by the work of redemption. 
Thus Ho signs His Name at the bottom of the let­
ter to the seven assemblies (chap. xxii. 16). Oh, 
blessed association with the God and Father of 
Jesus, with the Bride of Jesus, with the Person of 
Jesus, and the dwelling place, the temple of the 
God of Jesus, from whence we shall never go out. •

Alas, even here, the conscience of the assembly 
is so dull it cannot hear. The word comes then to 
the overcomers, Let him that hath an ear hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the assemblies.

Laodicea follows, and ends the history of the 
addresses to the seven assemblies. Ominous name, 
“ the justice of the people,” substituted for the au­
thority of the Lord in the assembly. Is it not the 
history of the professing church, culminating in 
the gainsaying of- those who said to Moses and 
Aaron, the Mediator, King and Priest, We are as 
good as you, seeing all the congregation is holy, 
and the Lord is amongst them, wherefore lift ye 
up yourselves against the congregation of Jehovah % 
It is the assembly of God, lukewarm to Christ and 
His claims, claiming in a way equality with Him; 
usurping His place as Mediator, King and Priest, as 
well as the place of those connected with Him, (as 
the sons of Aaron in type.) A Levite heads them, a 
professed servant of God. Christ addresses Him­
self to this assembly, as the Amen, the Verily, the 
One in whom all the promises are true, the Fulfiller 
of the whole Word of God. He is also the Faithful 
Witness, faithful amidst unfaithfulness, answering 
to His character when He was on earth; the Be­
ginning of God’s creation, of that which after God 
is created in righteousness and holiness of truth 
(See Ephes, iv, end). Alas, the assembly had gone 
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back,as we shall see, to tho ground of tho flesh, as 
to its standing before God, I am rich and increased 
in goods, and have need of nothing.

Sad history of the failing church ! In Ephesus 
we see it set up in its relationship to the God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, as His family, tho 
subject of His eternal counsels. It is established 
in its relationship to Christ as Head of His body, 
coming again to claim it as His Bride ; in relation 
to the Holy Ghost, as builded together to bo His 
habitation (See Ephes, i., ii.).

In Colosse we see the half-way place. Greek 
philosophy and rationalism and Jewish ritualism 
had come in, and had a hold of the saints, and the 
assembly was in danger of not holding the Head. 
They needed to be instructed as to their complete­
ness in Christ, who was the First-born of all crea­
tion, and the Head of His body the church. But 
here, alas, there is indifference to Christ, luke­
warmness to His blessed Person, and the church, 
saying, I am rich and increased in goods and have 
need of nothing. In Philadelphia, Christ’s Name 
and Word are all to the church, she is of little 
strength ; but here the church is rich, there is the 
corporate I in full swing, and lukewarmness to 
Christ’s Name. She knew not she was wretched, 
and miserable, (literally the wretched and miserable 
one I) and poor, and blind and naked. The need of 
the divine nature of Christ, the gold which had 
been tried in the fire of God’s judgment, was little 
felt. (Comp. 1 Pet. i. 7; 2 Pet. i. 3-9.) The practi­
cal righteousness figured by the white raiment, as 
the fruit of the righteousness of God, was little val­
ued, and the single eye, springing from an ungriev­
ed Spirit (Comp. Rev. i. 17, and John’s Epistles), 
which had been communicated to the assembly, was 
little sought after. Hence real spiritual poverty, 
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nakedness and blindness. Samson over again in 
the hands of the Philistines.

The mass of the assembly had not even the marks 
of chastisement upon them; they lacked the mark 
of sons. (Comp. Hob. xii.) As many as I love, the 
Lord says, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous, there­
fore, and repent. Ho stands outside the door of the 
assembly and knocks; He is not with it as a cor­
porate body, though grieving over it, for it has fel­
lowship with the camp and its religion; but if any 
man in it should hear His voice and open the door, 
He would come into that heart, and hold fellowship 
there.

The overcomer should sit with Christ on His 
throne in the kingdom, even as He overcame, and 
has sat down with the Father on His throne.

The overcomers in Philadelphia, who cleave to 
the heavenly Christ, have the reward connected 
with the heavenly glory ; the overcomers of Laodi- 
cea, have the promise of earthly reward in the 
kingdom. Such is the prophetic history of the 
professing church. It begins with Ephesian estab­
lishment, leaves first love, gets persecuted, and its 
decline is stayed for awhile, joins itself to the world, 
through the doctrine of the hired Balaams of the 
day, allows a false system, Rome, to spring up in 
its midst, a remnant is separated, and this brings 
down its history to the Coming of the Lord as a 
whole (See chap. ii.). In Sardis we see Protest­
antism come out from Rome, having a name to live 
but dead, and running alongside till the day of the 
Lord, when it is judged like the world. In Phila-' 
delphia there is a further coming out, a returning 
to Christ, His Holy and True Name and Word, and 
then to a waiting in patience for His Coming. This 
assembly is preserved from the tribulation coming 
on the world. Lastly, owing to its failure,Laodicea is 
formed, but proves indifferent, lukewarm to Christ, 
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and the corporate I, with no doubt high sounding 
titles attached to it, takes the place of Christ and 
His glory. This assembly is finally spued out of 
Christ’s mouth. Thus we may expect to find four 
circles at the Coming of the Lord, running alongside 
each other in the professing church : Thyatira ans­
wering to Greece and Rome, and perhaps Anglican­
ism; Sardis to Protestantism, Philadelphia to that 
which is true to Christ’s Name and Word, and Laodi- 
cea to that which is lukewarm to Him. My dear 
reader, I leave you to judge where you are found; 
but as I trust I have shown, Philadelphia alone as a 
corporate body is governmentally saved, at the Com­
ing of the Lord for His saints. Individual saints 
are saved in all the other circles, and togetherwith 
the saved Philadelphians will form the Bride of 
the Lamb. May you and I be found in that circle 
which is alone corporately pleasing to Christ when 
He comes!

One word more before I go on. Is not Philadel-. 
phia a circle characterised by brotherly love ? As 
John says, We know that we have passed from 
death unto life because we love the brethren ! Yet 
this brotherly love needs correcting and guiding 
by Him that is Holy and True presenting Himself 
to it. We must have a true Christ in connection 
with it. Has not this been one of the great ques­
tions being solved during the last fifty years? Ter­
rible failure there has been, but the eternal counsels 
of grace prevailing (even as David was raised up 
after the priesthood and Israel had utterly failed 
under the law—See 1 Sam.), by Him who has the 
key of David. The mass of the people of God may 
be found in this circle, when Jesus comes, and be 
caught up without dying. The Laodicean over­
comer may seem to overcome after the manner of 
Christ, having to pass through death. A high pri­
vilege and honour in one way, but having a mark of 
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chastisement perhaps mixed with it, as belonging 
to such an assembly. May God give us eyes to sec 
and hearts to understand. May we be found in 
that circle, which is alone pleasing to Christ, when 
He comes.

CHAPTER IV.

In chap. iv. we come to the third division of the 
book of Revelation, a division of which we have the 
assurance, by the Holy Ghost’s own words (chap, 
i. 19). Church history has now ended on earth. 
The Laodicean condition closes the scene, and John 
in spirit is taken up to heaven, where he is shown 
the things that must take place, after the church 
history on earth is closed. The translation of the 
church in mystery may be seen in John’s own 
translation to heaven, but as the subject of the book 
is the government of God, and not His counsels, 
this could not be seen in any other manner.

The creatorial throne is seen in heaven, with 
One sitting upon it; He that sat on it was like a 
jasper, and a sardine stone; a type of the glory of 
God, in chapter xxi.; there was a rainbow round 
about the throne, showing God’s purposes of mercy 
in regard to the earth (comp. Gen. ix.), in sight 
like unto an emerald. During, church history God’s 
dealings with the world were purely of grace; the 
blood on the mercyseat had turned it into a throne 
of grace; any sinner could come into an opened 
heavens, but now on account of mercy despised, 
God retires back to His governmental throne to 
vindicate His Son’s rights and glory—in fact His 
own glory first of all as Creator. The creation 
must be purged by judgment. Creator rights are 
owned by the inhabitants of heaven, in chapter iv., 
in praise; and Redemption rights, in chapter v., 
where the Lamb is introduced. Around about the 
thronA, John saw four and twenty thrones, and 
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upon tho thrones twenty-four elders sitting, clothed 
in white raiment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold. Who are these ? They are intel­
ligent creatures, for they worship tho Creator for 
creation in chapter iv., and the Lamb for redemp­
tion in chapter v. 9, 10. They arc not angels, or 
cherubim, or seraphim, for these are named distinct 
from them (ver. 6, and chap. v. 11). They have a 
royal position, for they are seated on thrones, and 
crowned; a priestly position, being clothed in white 
raiment and worshipping; white raiment also in 
this book is described as the righteousness of saints. 
Who can they be then but tho redeemed from the 
past and present dispensations now translated to 
heaven, and sitting at perfect ease before the 
throne of government and judgment, made kings 
and priests unto God. In fact we find in looking 
into 1 Chron. xxiv. 1--19, the priesthood divided by 
David into twenty-four courses for the worship of 
Jehovah in the temple which was about to be built. 
Here is then their great antitype in heaven just 
before the great Solomon takes his great power 
and reigns, seen seated round the glory of God’s 
heavenly throne.

This is a most important thing for tho saints of 
God to understand. Before ever one seal of judg­
ment is opened, before ever one trumpet of judg­
ment is blown, before ever one vial of wrath is 
poured out, the heavenly saints are seen translated 
to heaven, seated clothed and crowned, filling up 
their place in heaven as a kingdom of priests unto 
God.

Out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thun- 
derings and voices, types of God’s irresistible al­
mighty power in judgment, but the saints are in 
the midst of it all unhurt, unharmed, blessed wit­
nesses of what is going to take place. Seven lamps 
of fire are burning before the throne, which are 
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ernmental power and shining for judgment.

Before the throne likewise was a sea of glass like 
unto crystal—a state of fixed purity,and in the midst 
of the throne and round about the throne were four 
living creatures full of eyes before and behind, type 
of complete discernment and intelligence. The first 
living creature was like a lion, for strength ; the 
second like a calf, for firmness in treading; the 
third had the face of a man, for intelligence; and 
the fourth like a flying eagle, for swiftness. This 
was their cherubic character, connected with God’s 
righteous judgment in connection with man’s re­
sponsibility. AV hen man was cast out of Paradise 
the cherubim was first seen barring the way of the 
tree of life. The sword of the cherubim required 
death from man if he was to get to the tree of life 
now that he had sinned. When God set up His 
government at Mount Sinai in the midst of Israel 
in the tabernacle, the cherubim were attached to 
the ark and mercy seat, which was in fact God’s 
throne then, and it was only the blood of the sa­
crifice sprinkled on the mercyseat yearly that pre­
vented these officers of judgment and justice from 
doing their official work. (Psalm Ixxxix. 14.) In 
Solomon’s temple they looked outward, a type of 
the glorious time coming when righteousness should 
reign on the earth, through the Person of Messiah. 
In Ezekiel’s time (chap, i.) they are seen in full 
action, God being about to remove His throne from 
the midst of Israel, who had failed in responsibil­
ity. Judgment, and justice in government must 
take their course. We see the glory, therefore, 
gradually departing from the temple in chapters 
viii.-xi.j and finally leaving it altogether, carried 
away by the cherubims.

In verse 8, the living creatures take the sera­
phim character of Isaiah vi. Each of them had 
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six wings: and they rest not day nor night, say­
ing, Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah Elohim, Shaddai, 
which was, and is, and is to come.

The seraphims cared for the glory of God, and 
His counsels. They appear in Isaiah after every­
thing in Israel had failed in responsibility—the na­
tion, the man, the woman, and the king. The 
prophet even is unclean in the vision of the glory 
of Jehovah Messiah, but the seraphim takes a coal 
from off the altar, and touches his lips and his sin 
is taken away; and he is sent back to the people 
to unveil the counsels of God, all the rest of the 
people being handed over to judicial blindness.

Thus whilst man is to be dealt with in connec­
tion with His responsibility in righteous govern­
ment, the counsels of God in connection with His 
glory and Messiah will be carried out in connection 
with the earth, and the rest handed over to final 
judgment.

So when those living creatures give glory, and 
honour, and thanks to Him that sat on the throne, 
who liveth for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders, 
full of intelligence, fall down before Him that sat 
on the throne, and worship Him that liveth for ever 
and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and honour, and power, for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were 
created. God’s rights as Creator are owned by 
His worshipping redeemed saints.

CHAPTER v.

The book of earthly judgments has now to bo 
opened. A seven-sealed book is seen in the right 
hand of Him that sat on the throne. Who was 
worthy to open it, and to loose the seals thereof? 
No man in heaven, or in earth, or under the earth 
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was able to open the book, nor to look thereon ! 
-This made tho apostle John weep because no one 
was found worthy, neither of those in heaven, nor 
on earth, nor in hades.

Ono of tho elders then said to John, Weep not; 
bohold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof. Thus the redeemed saints 
in heaven knew of one great Overcomer, the One 
amongst the many overcomers who had conquered 
in the fight. Ho was the Royal Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, the Messiah of Israel; 
about to assert His rights, and to vindicate that na­
tion’s cause, and set up His throne in Jerusalem.

And John beheld and lo in t h e midst of the throne, 
and of the four living creatures, and twenty-four 
elders, stood a Lamb (literally a little Lamb, the 
despised and rejected of men) as it had been slain, 
having seven horns, i.e., complete power, and seven 
eyes, complete intelligence and perception, which 
are the seven Spirits of God, sent'forth into all the 
earth.

And He came and took the book out of the right 
hand of Him that sat upon the throne. And when 
He had taken the book, the four living creatures 
and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to loose the seals thereof, for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and nation, and tongue, 
and hast made them to God kings and priests, and 
they shall reign over the earth.

Here is the despised little Lamb going to take 
the earth in the power of redemption, going to 
avenge the cause of His murdered brethren, wheth­
er heavenly or earthly, hush creation’s groans, and 
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bring in tho restitution of all things as we road of 
in Acts iii.

Oh, how the Lamb of God must be the central 
object in glory to all eternity! Redemption was 
God’s thought before creation. It is alone on that 
basis that His glory is maintained, and that Ho has 
been able to carry out all His marvellous counsels 
and purposes, whether towards the church, Israel, 
or the nations, or creation. It is not merely the 
payment of the price by blood that embraces tho 
thought of redemption, but the complete forgive­
ness and deliverance by power, first, of tho church 
and heavenly saints, who are here in heaven prais­
ing the Lamb for redemption, and for others who 
should bo redeemed afterwards; then of Israel, 
then the inheritance, creation restored, and of the 
nations also. He is also tho Kinsman, Avenger or 
Redeemer of His slain brethren (Comp. Bout. xix. 
1-13).

Tho sight of the Lamb awakens universal praise 
in heaven. The inside circle jof worshippers was 
composed of the four living creatures and four and 
twenty elders. Outside of them John beheld and 
heard tho voice of many angels, round about the 
throne, and the living creatures and the elders; and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands; saying with 
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
to receive riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing. x

Outside tho circle of the angels was seen the 
whole creation which was in heaven, or in earth, 
or under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that are in them, praising the Lamb and say­
ing, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and over. And the four living 
creatures said, Amon I And the four and twenty 
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elders foil down and worshipped IJirn thatlivctb for 
over and ever. Hore is the whole purpose of God 
seen I Creation then is about to partake of redemp­
tion, and wo have seen the final result in the pur­
pose of God of universal praise ascending to God 
and the Lamb from every creature.

The ways in the government of God in carrying 
out this are seen in the following chapters.

CHAPTER VI.

The Lamb now opens the seals one by one, and one 
after another of the four living creatures say to 
John, Come and see. The first thing ho saw was 
a great conqueror on a white horse, with a bow, a 
sign of distant warfare, going forth conquering and 
to conquer. I do not think this signifies the Lord 
Jesus, though Ho comes forth on a white horse in 
chapter xix., when He comes to reign. But heie 
He is in heaven, opening the seven-sealed book, 
and the conqueror on the white horse is a distinct 
object. It is the Lord acting providentially through 
some great man, possibly the last head of the Ro­
man Empire, in conquest and war.

The second seal is opened, and the voice of the 
second living creature says, Come. A red horse 
comes forth, and to him was given power to take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one 
another; and there was given to him a great sword. 
This is evidently wide spread war, and internal 
revolution, nation rising against nation, and king­
dom against kingdom.

The third seal is opened, and the third living 
creature is heard saying, Come. John sees a black 
horse, and he that sat on him had a pair of balan­
ces in his hand. He heard also a voice saying, A 
measure of wheat for a penny, and see thou hurt 
not the oil and the wine. Hero is no doubt wide­
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spread famine and high prices in consequence. Tho 
wine and the oil are preserved.

The fourth seal is opened, and tho fourth living 
creature’s voice is heard saying, Come. John secs 
now a pale horse, and his name that sat upon him 
was Death, and hades followed with him. And 
power was given to them, over the fourth part of 
the earth (most likely the circle of Christendom), 
to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with 
death, and with the beasts of the earth. Hore we 
have pestilence specially marked, but all the four 
sore judgments mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel, 
in chapter xiv. end, are here. The order of provi­
dential judgments coincide remarkably with the 
Lord’s prophecy to His disciples, in Matthew xxiv., 
which, though it refers primarily no doubt to what 
happened partially before the destruction of Jeru­
salem, yet will not be fully fulfilled till the end. 
Hero then we have mentioned, first wars-and ru­
mors of wars, then famines, pestilences, and earth­
quakes (ver. 6, 7).

The fifth seal is opened, and John saw under the 
altar, (which is evidently by the figure of the tem­
ple in the outer court of heaven,) the souls of them 
that were slain for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony that they held. And they cried with a 
a loud voice, saying, How long, O Master, holy and 
true, dost Thou not avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth ? Here is persecution which 
likewise follows in the order Matthew xxiv. 9 de­
scribes the events. All this happens in the first 
part of the last week of years mentioned in Daniel 
ix., for there is a further company slain further on 
during the reign of Antichrist, who rules in Jeru­
salem in the last half week of years. Sixty-nine 
weeks of years had been fulfilled since the order to 
rebuild Jerusalem, in Ezra and Nehemiah’s time, 
to the crucifixion of Messiah. Then He was cut 
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off, and the history of the nation ceased to be rec­
koned as to time. Between the rejection of Messiah 
and His return, the church is being gathered out 
of the world; when it is translated to glory, most 
likely the last week of Daniel will commence to be 
counted. White robes were given to these martyrs, 
and it was said to them that they should yet rest 
for a little season, until their fellow-servants and 
their brethren should be killed as they were. The 
cry of these martyrs agrees better with the cry of 
the persecuted remnant of the Jews in the Psalms, 
than with that of the church. The latter does not 
cry for vengeance, but for mercy on its persecutors. 
But now God is acting in judgment on the world, 
and no longer in grace, so that the cry of the mar­
tyred remnant agrees well with His action.

The sixth seal is opened, and lo, there was a 
great earthquake, and the sun became black, as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood. 
And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, even 
as a fig-tree casts her untimely figs when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven de­
parted as a scroll when it is rolled together, and 
every mountain and island were moved out of their 
places. And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and every 
freeman, hid themselves in the dens, and in the 
rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of His wrath 
is come; and who shall be able to stand? Evident­
ly here are great convulsions of nature, and of the 
natural phenomena of sun, moon and stars. Joel 
prophesies of such events taking place before the 
day of the Lord, when He shall return to judgment. 
Matthew xxiv. speaks of the same thing, as also
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Mark and Luke. It is not the day of the Lord it­
self, but these convulsions of nature cause all men 
to fancy it is, and to cry out in anticipation of it, 
as if it had actually taken place.*

* A minor fulfilment on the year-day principle has been al­
lowed. There is no doubt that the professing church had come 
to a point in John’s day which only needed a short time for it as 
a whole to be spued out of Christ’s mouth. The leaven was 
there, and allowed. Consequently, it is not surprising that, after 
John’s death, it is only seen in the heavenlies; disowned as a 
public testimony on earth, though borne with, as to the whole, 
and God taking His seat in government, and through the Lamb 
once slain, acting providentially on the surroundings that seduc­
ed it. The first four seals then in this aspect are the judgments 
on the Roman Empire during its Decline before the days of 
Constantine. The fifth seal, the martyrs slain during that per­
iod, who by their cry already showed the successful efforts of 
the Judaising party in the church. The sixth seal, the moral 
convulsions in the Roman Empire in Constantine’s day, result­
ing in the downfall of heathendom in that Empire. The seventh 
chapter, the salvation of Jew and heathen during that period of 
outward prosperity, a prosperity which also resulted in the down­
fall of the church to the level of the world. A remnant doubt­
less was owned on the earth during this period, chiefly among 
the Novatians who during the third and fourth centuries spread 
everywhere in the Roman earth; but the church as a whole was 
disowned; the unity being preserved in Christ in heaven, and 
only a remnant owned on the earth.

CHAPTER VII.

We come now to an interval between the open­
ing of the sixth and seventh seals. Four angels 
are represented standing in the four corners of the 
earth, and holding the winds. Another angel is 
seen ascending from the East, having the seal of 
the living God, crying out to the four angels that 
they should not hurt the earth, nor the sea, nor 
the trees, till the servants of God were sealed. It 
is evidently an interval of grace, during which God 
acts for the gathering out of His remnant on earth, 
both among Jews and Gentiles, which shall form 
the nucleus of the millennial earth. It is not the 
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heavenly saints. They are already translated to 
heaven. Moreover one of the elders explains to 
John (ver. 13) who this company of the Gentiles 
is. It is God’s purpose shown in regard to the earth. 
The judgments on the world will not hinder His 
saving a people, through the great tribulation, for 
the millennial earth. The heavenly saints had 
been translated like Enoch, but others will be car­
ried through the great tribulation to the new earth 
like Noah ; 'and here is the remnant shown forth. 
In the church too there are neither Jews nor Gen­
tiles ; but here Jews and Gentiles are mentioned 
distinctly, showing that the unity of the body of 
Christ is not spoken of here.

The remnant of Israel is first sealed : 12,000 of 
each tribe. The tribe of Dan is left out, and the 
two tribes of Joseph mentioned instead. Then the 
Gentiles follow. The full result in the purpose of 
God is seen. The throne of God will be then con­
nected more definitely with the earth. I mean 
after the great tribulation, which is the last half 
week of years before Christ’s reign. The explana­
tion of who they are is given to John by one of 
the elders, and the answer is given in connection 
with their full reward. This carries us on beyond 
the time which the chapter actually speaks of, viz., 
their salvation and sealing. But I believe notwith­
standing many of the expressions seem to connect 
their salvation with heaven, that they ;are really 
the spared remnant of the Gentiles for the millen­
nial earth.

They are said truly to stand before the throne 
and before the Lamb, but so are the 144,000—in 
chapter xiv. 1--3—who are there standing with the 
Lamb on Mount Zion. The throne of God will 
then have a more definite character in connection 
with the earth after it is cleared by judgment. 
The judgment-seat of the Lamb will then be set on 
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the earth, and before Him shall be gathered all na­
tions (Matt. xxv.).

Are not these the sheep on His right hand ? They 
stand there with white robes, justified, with the 
palms of victory in their hands. They are those 
of whom.Isaiah in chapters xxv. and xlix. speaks. 
But he speaks of millennial blessing on the millen­
nial earth ! not of glory in heaven.

They came out of great tribulation, had washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. They thus partook of the efficacy of 
redemption, but their praise was to God on 
the throne and to the Lamb, not to the Fa­
ther and the Son. They are before the throne 
of God on the ground of redemption, and serve 
Him day and night in His temple, and He that sit­
teth on tho throne shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun light on them nor any heat; for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. Most of these similes are taken from 
Isaiah xlix. 10, which alludes to millennial blessing 
after the present day of salvation is over. (Comp, 
with 2 Cor. vi. 2.)

CHAPTER VIII.

The seventh seal is now opened, and there was 
silence in heaven for the space of half an hour. 
Seven angels are now prepared to sound seven 
trumpets. Christ is seen as the angel of Jehovah 
in a priestly character, holding a golden censer, 
with much incense, wherewith to offer the prayers 
of the earthly saints, who were still on the earth. 
These were offered on the golden altar before the 
throne. The answer is in judgment. The angel 
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took the censer and filled it with fire from the 
altar, and cast it upon the earth, and there were 
voices and thunderings and lightnings and an earth­
quake. The seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets then prepare themselves to sound.

The trumpets had to do with calling assemblies, 
or with the order of march in the wilderness, or in 
connection with Israel’s enemies. On the first day 
of the seventh month there was a special feast con­
nected with blowing of trumpets, and a type of Is­
rael’s restoration in the last days. Psalm Ixxxi. 
celebrates this in the words, “ Blow up the trumpet 
in the new.moon, in the time appointed, on the so 
lemn feast day. This He ordained in Joseph for a 
testimony when he went out through the land of 
Egypt; where I heard a language I understood 
not.” iln Egypt they groaned for deliverance, like 
the saints here, and Jehovah answered them by 
earthly judgments on the Egyptians, such as these 
mentioned here.

Here however the judgments are on a larger 
scale; extending at least over the area of the Rom­
an earth’, expressed by the third part of things, or 
else perhaps the circle of Christendom.

The first angel sounded, and there followed fire 
and hail mingled with blood, and they were cast 
upon the earth, and the third part of the trees was 
burnt up. This was something like the seventh 
plague in Egypt, only on a larger scale.

The second angel sounded, and as it were a great 
mountain cast into the sea, and the third part of 
the sea became blood; and the third part of the 
creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; 
and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 
Something like the first plague, only on a grand 
scale, and caused by volcanic agency.

The third angel sounded, and there fell a great 
star from heaven, burning like a lamp; perhaps a 
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great meteor: and it fell upon a third part of the 
rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; and the 
name of the star is called Absinthe ; and the third 
part .of the waters became like it; and many men 
died from the waters because they were made bitter.

The fourth angel sounded, and the third part of 
the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the stars, so as the third 
part of them was darkened, and the day shone not 
for the third part of it, and the night likewise. 
Trees, grass, sea, rivers, sun, moon and stars, all 
smitten! Alas for the day !

But worse woes were to follow! And I beheld, 
and heard an angel flying through the midst of 
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woo, woe, 
to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the 
other voices . of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound !*

* In the year-day fulfilment of prophecy, we have now God 
acting providentially through angels. It is no longer the Lamb 
opening the seals in connection with a suffering people on the 
earth (see chap. vi. 9—11), but now a Judaised condition of 
things; the church had ceased to suffer in Constantine’s day, 
and the saints in more outwardly prosperous circumstances call 
for judgment on their enemies. The first four trumpets seem 
to answer to the Gothic invasions on the Western Roman Em­
pire, the trees and the grass then partaking of a symbolic char­
acter, as the grandees of the earth; the sea, the unformed mass 
of nations, judgments on that; the rivers, the peoples ; the sun, 
moon and stars, the outward forms of earthly government. All 
smitten. The fifth and sixth trumpets would refer to the irrup­
tion of the Saracens and Turks in the East: the former of whom 
were a terror to Christendom for about 150 years, and the latter 
finally overthrowing the Western Roman Empire in 1453. The 
reign of terror of the Saracens lasted from about 622 to about 772. 
The Turks’ began about the year 1063. . The remnant line of 
testimony was preserved at this time most likely through the 
Paulicians, who arose in the East about the eighth century.

CHAPTER IX. *

Men are now the special objects of the judgment 
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just as their surroundings were in the last four 
trumpets.

T^e fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall 
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. This seems clearly 
Satan, who will be cast out of heaven most likely just 
before the beginning of the last half week of Daniel. 
(Comp. chap, xii.) He opens the bottomless pit, 
and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the 
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air 
were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 
Here is direct Satanic agency. There came out of 
the smoke locusts upon the earth, and unto them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. And it was commanded them that they 
should not hurt the grass of the earth, nor any 
green thing, neither any tree; but only those men 
that had not the seal of God in their foreheads. 
This is judgment then on apostate Judaism (comp, 
chap. vii. 1--8).

And to them it was given that they should not 
kill them, but that they should be tormented five 
months, i.e., 150 days; and their torment was as 
the torment of a scorpion when it striketh a man. 
It is seemingly an anti Christian power poisoning 
the minds of those giving way to it. And in those 
days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; 
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from 
them. And the shapes of the locusts were like to 
horses prepared to battle; and on their heads were 
as it were crowns of gold, and their faces were as 
the faces of men; and they had hair as the hair of 
women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 
And they had breastplates as it were breastplates 
of iron; and the sound of their wings was it as 
the sound of chariots of many horses running to 
battle. All this seems to picture an overwhelming 
power like the Roman beast, treading down every­
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thing. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and 
there were stings in their tails, and their power 
was to hurt men for live months. And they had a 
king over them, the angel of the bottomless"’pit, 
whose name in the Hebrew tongue, was Abaddon; 
but in the Greek tongue hath bis name Apollyon. 
Chapter xiii. would seem to me to give light on 
this woe, as following the downfall of Satan de­
scribed in chapter xii. It is a formidable oppress­
ing power energised by Satan, and poisonous with 
antichristian doctrine, ruling over the apostate 
Jews. One woe is past, and behold there come 
two woes more hereafter.

The sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice 
from the horns of the golden altar, which is before 
God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trum­
pet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the 
great river Euphrates. (This was the Eastern 
boundary of the Itoman earth.) And the four 
angels were loosed, which were prepared for an 
hour, and a day,' and a month, and a year, (391 
days and one hour,) for to slay the third part of 
men. This seems judgment on the apostate Bom­
an Empire, by some Eastern enemy beyond the 
Euphrates, perhaps the Assyrian of the latter day. 
And the number of the army of the horsemen were 
two hundred thousand thousand. John heard the 
number of them.

He saw tho horses in the vision, and them that 
sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and ot 
jacinth, and of brimstone; and the heads of the 
horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their 
mouths issued fire and smoko and brimstone. By 
these were the third part of men killed, by 
the fire, and tho smoke, and the brimstone, which 
issued out of their mouths. For their power is in 
their mouths and in their tails, for their tails were 
like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them 
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they do hurt. And the rest of the men that were 
not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the 
works of their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and 
stone, and wood; which neither can see, nor hear, 
nor walk. Neither repented they of their murd­
ers, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, 
nor of their thefts.

CHAPTERS X., XI.

Chapters x., xi. 13, seems to point to another 
parenthesis in the book. A mighty angel is 
seen descending from heaven, clothed with a cloud, 
and a rainbow upon his head, and his face was as 
it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire. Is 
not this the angel of Jehovah come down to the 
earth, from the golden altar before the throne, 
where we saw him (chap, viii.) to assert Jehovah’s 
rights over creation ? Men might act as His sword 
in judgment, but to Him creation belonged; and 
the rainbow round the angel’s brow told of His 
covenant in regard to it. He had in his hand a 
little book open ; and he set his right foot on the 
sea, and his left on the earth, and cried with a loud 
voice, as a lion roareth; and when he had cried, 
seven thunders uttered their voices. And when the 
seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was 
about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven 
saying unto me, Seal up those things which the 
seven thunders uttered, and write them not.

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea 
and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 
and sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever, 
who made heaven and the things that are therein, 
and the earth and the things that therein are, and 
the sea, that there should be no longer delay: but 
in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when 
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he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should 
be finished, as He had declared unto His servants 
the prophets. It was a mystery that blindness in 
part had happened to Israel whilst blessing had 
gone on amongst the Gentiles, but now that the 
fulness of the Gentiles had come in, God would 
again take up Israel, and bring in universal bless­
ing through them to the world. (Comp. Bom. xi. 
25, 26.) When the reign of Christ began, which is 
announced by the angel of the seventh trumpet, 
the mystery of God should be closed.

The voice from heaven again speaks to John, 
and said, Go and take the little book which is open 
in the hand of the angel which standeth on the 
sea and on the earth. And he went to the angel 
and said untQ him, Give me the little book. And 
he said, Take and cat it; and it shall make thy 
belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
honey. And John took the little book out of the 
angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in his mouth 
sweet as honey; because of the honour of the re­
velation, and as soon as he had eaten it his belly 
was bitter, because of the sadness the judgments 
contained therein brought to his soul. . And the 
angel, said unto him, Thou must prophecy again 
before many people, and nations, and languages, 
and kings.

The little book, followed by the temple of God 
being measured, seem to carry one back to tho be­
ginning and end of Ezekiel again. The roll Ezek­
iel ate, full of lamentations, and mourning, and 
woe, contained prophecies of judgments that ho 
was commissioned to utter. Then the prophet saw 
at the end, the man with the linen garment on, 
measuring the ground for the future temple to bo 
built. Here it is a little open book not sealed. It 
seems to me to be the details of the last apostacy, 
the groundwork of which was laid in chapter xi., 
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but which docs not begin in detail till the last verse 
of tho chapter; and connected with Israel as the 
centre. God in delivering creation, will at the 
same time bo faithful to the covenant made with 
His earthly people. A fresh testimony is to be 
given before the whole scene is closed up and Christ 
takes His great power and reigns.

This introduces us to the last half week ofDanick 
And there was given me, says John, a reed like 
unto a rod; and the angel stood saying, Rise and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and 
them that worship therein. But the court that is 
without the temple leave out, and measure it not, 
for it is given to the Gentiles: and the holy city 
shall they tread underfoot forty and two months. 
This is clearly the temple of Jerusalem rebuilt by 
the returned Jews, but under the possession of the 
Gentiles—the prince of the Roman Empire and 
Antichrist. (See Dan. ix.-xi.) Daniel ix. shows us 
that the prince of the Roman Empire will make a 
covenant with many of the Jewish nation seven 
years before the end; most likely under it they 
will rebuild their temple and commence again the 
sacrifices. But in the midst of the week, he shall 
cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease, and there 
will be an idol set up in the temple. At this* time 
God will give an adequate testimony in His two 
witnesses—most likely Moses and Elias personally 
—and they shall prophesy 1260 days clothed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the 
two candlesticks standing before the God of the 
earth, of whom Zerubbabel and Joshua were the 
type in the prophet Zechariah’s day. Only then 
there was only one candlestick, type of the Jewish 
remnant, and the two olive branches pouring oil in 
were Joshua and Zerubbabel. Here the two witnesses 
stand for both the remnant and the support of it,— 
an adequate testimony to the God of the earth.



60 THE REVELATION.

From Nebuchadnezzar’s day, when the glory de­
parted from Jerusalem’s temple, God had given up 
His claim to the earth. He was the God of heaven,*  
and has remained so through the times of the 
Gentiles, but now He is about to reassert His title 
and take possession, and so the two witnesses are 
His testimony. And if any man should hurt these 
two witnesses, fire proceedeth out of their mouth 
and devoureth their enemies ; and if any man will 
hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These 
have power to shut heaven that it rain not in the 
days of their prophecy, like Elias ; and have power 
over waters to turn them into blood, and to smite 
the earth with all plagues as often as they will, 
after the manner of Moses. And when they have 
finished their testimony, the beast which ascendeth 
out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them 
and shall overcome them and kill them. And their 
dead bodies shall lie in the streets of that great 
city, i e., Jerusalem, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was cruci­
fied. And they of the people and kindreds and 
and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies 
three days and a half, and shall not suffer their 
dead bodies to be buried. And they that dwell on the 

. earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and 
send gifts one to another; because these two pro­
phets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 
And after three days and a half, the Spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and a great fear fell upon them that saw 
them. And they heard a great voice saying unto 

* The Times of the Gentiles begin with the Captivity of 
Judah in Jehoiakim’s day (b.c. 603-606), and last till the Sec­
ond Coming of the Lord. Seven times are 2520 days. Nebu­
chadnezzar remained like a beast for seven years (Daniel iv.). 
The nation of Israel likewise was to be punished seven times 
for their sins.
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them from heaven, Come up hither. And they as­
cended up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies 
beheld them.

It has been a difficulty to know at what time 
these witnesses prophesied. But I think it will be 
seen that if the last week of Daniel begins with 
the opening of the seals, and that the trumpets 
follow in succession at the opening of the seventh 
seal, the events must have carried us down to well- 
nigh the last half week. The casting down of Sat­
an from the heaven lies apparently takes place 
shortly before the last half week. (See chap. xii. 
6-12.) If the fifth trumpet coincides with this, 
and this woe lasts’ 150 days, it would answer to the 
poisoning of the minds of the Jews already in 
league with the Roman emperor, and .preparing 
them for Antichrist, who sets up his image in the 
midst of the last week of Daniel. The witnesses 
prophesy during the sixth trumpet, when the 
Assyrian comes against Antichrist, who has set up 
his idol in the temple. Their death, resurrection, 
and ascension would then coincide with the last 
days of Antichrist, just before the return of the 
Lord with His heavenly saints to execute judgment 
and to reign. The little open book seems to me to 
be the development of events connected with the 
last apostacy before God intervenes in direct judg­
ment, and brings everything to a close. There is 
certainly a going back from chapter xi. 19 and on­
wards, before the last woe throughly takes place— 
seeming like a new revelation.

At the period of the ascension of the witnesses 
there is a great earthquake. The tenth part of the 
city fell; 7000 men were killed, and the remaind­
er were affrighted and gave glory to the God of 
heaven.

This closes the sixth trumpet, the second woe. 
The plague of the horsemen was to last 391 days;



62 THE REVELATION.

but if it goes down to the end of tho testimony of 
tho witnesses, we must be taken down close to tho 
time of the Coming of the Lord to reign. Tho 
seventh trumpet and last woe must then be first 
the vials of the wrath of God (chap, xvi.) ; then 
the judgment of Babylon (xvii., xviii.), and the 
destruction of the beast and Antichrist when the 
Lord returns from heaven (chap. xix. end).

When the seventh trumpet sounds, the reign of 
Christ is celebrated. The four and twenty elders 
worship God, and celebrate the final result of the 
judgment which goes on to the end of time. The 
details of the last woe are not entered into here, 
but the facts of the nations being angry, and God’s 
wrath having come, is celebrated, which answers 
to the details in chapters xvi.-xix. The time of 
the dead being judged is seen in chapter xx., as 
well as the reward of the saints. In the meantime 
there is a fresh revelation, beginning from ver. 19. 
The little open book seems to give further details 
about the purposes of God and the great apostacy. 
The temple of God is opened in heaven, and there 
was seen in His temple the ark of His testament; 
bringing out the thought of His purposes in regard 
to Israel, and the New Covenant, which are now 
going to be carried out and fulfilled. With this 
revelation there are lightnings and voices and 
thunderings, and a great hail. All this must be’ 
carried out by means judgments on the earth.

CHAPTER XII.

The woman mentioned here is Israel. She is 
seen clothed with the sun, the symbol of supreme 
authority; the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars. These symbols re­
mind us of Joseph’s dream, and give a kind of key 
of identity as to who the woman is. In that dream 
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Jacob the head of the family was the sun, his wife 
the moon, the twelve sons of Jacob the twelve 
stars—tho heads of the twelve tribes of Israel under 
their father. The crown of twelve stars may point 
to the final triumph of Israel as a nation. The 
woman is seen travailing in birth and pained to 
be delivered. A great dragon is seen standing by, 
having seven heads and ten horns; a symbol of 
Satan acting in the Roman Empire, ready to de­
vour the child as soon as it was born. The third 
part of the angels of heaven seem to be drawn 
after him. The child was born who was to rule the 
nations with a rod of iron; and was caught up to 
God and to His throne. This is clearly Christ; 
tho church is included too in the thought; for the 
same thing is said of her in chap. ii. end, as 
of Christ. The moment Christ was born, Herod 
was there to devour Him. But the purposes of God 
so far have been carried out. He has ascended up 
to God and His throne, and His bride the church 
has been well-nigh gathered out too.

After the rapture of the manchild, the woman 
Israel flees into the wilderness, where she has a 
place prepared for her of God, that they should feed 
her a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
Verses 7-12 seem to me a parenthesis, showing 
what was the cause of her flight. There was war 
in heaven; Michael and his angels fought with the 
dragon, and the dragon fought with his angels, and 
prevailed not, neither was their place found any 
.more in heaven. And the dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the devil and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Satan now ranges in the heaven lies, he accuses 
the brethren, and so, in the very Epistle which dis­
closes to us the heavenly character and position of 
the church of God, we are told to be strong in the
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Lord, and to put on the whole armour of God, that 
we may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil; we are told that wo wrestle with wicked 
spirits in the heavenly places. And when the 
mystical man child is fully caught up to God and 
His throne, that is when the church is translated 
to glory, then Satan’s career in the heavenlies 
closes. The church goes up to heaven. Satan is 
then cast down. Blessed and yet sad contrast to 
what we read of in Acts i., ii., the former chapter 
of which tells of Christ’s ascension to heaven, the 
latter of the Holy Ghost coming down to the earth. 
But now the day of grace is over, man has filled 
up his career of iniquity by resisting the Holy 
Ghost, and persecuting the church of God; God 
therefore will let Satan do his worst on the earth, 
and take the place of the Holy Ghost after the lat­
ter in the church has gone away to glory.

When this event of the casting down of Satan 
from heaven has taken place, there was a loud voice 
heard saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of His Christ; for the accuser of our breth­
ren is cast down who accused them before our God 
day and night. And they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testi­
mony, and they loved not their lives unto the death; 
therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell 
in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and 
of the sea, for the devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, knowing that his time is short. 
Thus whilst Christ sits at the right hand of God as 
Priest, Satan accuses the brethren for whom Christ 
intercedes. They overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb should they sin, and by the word of their 
testimony should they walk like the Lord who 
overcame the devil that way. When the last mem­
ber of the body of Christ is called out, and the
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church translated to glory, the devil will be chst 
down. Then will heaven rejoice, and woe come to 
the inhabiters of the earth.

On earth he finds the woman Israel as the ob­
ject of the earthly counsels of God. Her he per­
secutes, and it is on account of him that she flees. 
Thus we see that directly the manchild is translat­
ed, Israel reappears as God’s nation on the earth, 
as represented by the true remnant. This remnant 
for a while remains at Jerusalem, but after a while 
flees to the wilderness, during the three and a-half 
years of Antichrist’s reign in Jerusalem, and be­
comes the nucleus of God’s testimony for the mil­
lennial earth.

chapter xin.

Chapter xiii. shows us the opposing power of 
the enemy, to the counsels of God, in reference to 
Israel. John stood in vision on the sand of the 
sea, and he saw a wild beast rise up out of the 
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon 
his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the names 
of blasphemy. This is the revived Roman Empire 
under its last form. He had all the marks of the 
four beasts of Daniel vii. combined in one. He was 
like a leopard, his feet like a bear, and his mouth 
as the mouth of a lion ; and the dragon gave him 
his throne, and his power and great authority. 
Swiftness, power and fierceness were his charac­
teristics.

One of his heads was wounded unto death, and 
his deadly wound was healed, and all the world 
wondered after the beast. Thus there will be a 
mimic resurrection of Jesus the Son of God. 
The Roman beast rises out of the sea, the mass of 
unformed troubled nations, like Napoleon from 
out of the French Revolution, one of his heads 



66 THE REVELATION.

is wounded to death, and there is reviving and 
healing, and all the world wonders. The result 
is the world worships the dragon, the energizing 
spirit of evil, and the beast also. Verse 5 shows 
that his career will last three and a-half years, the 
same period during which the remnant of Israel is 
hid away in the wilderness.

This corresponds with Matt. xxiv. The signal 
of the abomination of desolation set up in the holy 
place makes the remnant flee, and then the great 
tribulation takes place. The beast opens his mouth 
in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His Name, 
His temple, and those that dwell in heaven. Thus, 
whilst he blasphemes heavenly things, and the in- 
habiters of heaven, he persecutes the Jewish saints 
on earth, and power was given him over all kin­
dreds and tongues and nations. And all that dwell 
on the earth shall worship him, whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain, 
from the foundation of the world. If any man 
have an ear let him hear.

No doubt this has a secondary meaning,that would 
have given light to the saints of the middle ages, 
during the long dark night of papal darkness 
and superstition. In this aspect the first beast 
would signify the secular power of the papacy, 
putting its heel on the kings of the western powers, 
and succeeding the downfall of pagan Home, its 
deadly wround thus healed, and persecuting the 
saints of God for well-nigh 1260 years. It was the 
saints’ part to suffer, not to resist. Resistance 
always did more harm than good, and it was always 
true in the government of God, that he that led 
into captivity, should go into captivity; he that 
killed with the sword, should be killed with the 
sword. Here is the patience and faith of the saints. 
So this principle is to actuate the saints who shall 
live during the actual reign of the beast and Anti­
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christ Dan. vii., referring to this same beast, viz., 
the last head of the revived Roman Empire, says 
of him (verse 25), He shall speak great words 
against the Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the Most High, i.e., the saints of the latter 
day amongst the Jews, and they shall be given into 
his hand for a time, and times, and the dividing of 
time, namely, three years and a-half.

It would be interesting to the reader of pro­
phecy, at this time, to enquire a little into the 
passages that refer to this period of time, which is 
severally alluded to in scripture, as the midst of 
the week (See Dan. ix. 27); as time, times and 
dividing of time (Dan. vii. 25, xii. 7; Rev. xii. 
14), as 1260 days (Rev. xii. 6, xi. 3), and as forty- 
two months (Rev. xL 2, xiii. 5).

Matt. xxiv. 15-22 clearly refers to this same 
period, identifying it with the time when the abom­
ination of desolation is set up in the holy place, 
alluded to in Dan. xii. 2; ix. 27; a time which im­
mediately precedes the Second Coming of Messiah. 
It is, therefore, the day of the great tribulation 
which is coming on the earth, the day of Jacob’s 
trouble, alluded to in the prophets, when the Jews 
shall have made a covenant with death, i.e., with the 
last prince of the Roman Empire (Comp. Isaiah 
xxviii. 14-22 with Dan. ix. 27). He will make a 
covenant with the mass of the Jewish nation for 
seven years before the end. It is the last week of 
Daniel. The temple at Jerusalem will be rebuilt, 
the sacrifices restored, but, in the midst of the week, 
He shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease; 
His idol or image (comp. Rev. xiii. 14, 15) will be 
set up in the temple, i.e., the abomination of deso­
lation, which will last for 1260 days. During that 
period the saints arc persecuted, and obliged to 
fiee from Jerusalem. They remain hid in the wild­
erness for this period. The two witnesses prophesy



68 THE REVELATION.

in Jerusalem during the same time, and are slain. 
Antichrist and the beast reign supreme, finally 
to be destroyed at tho end, when the Lord returns 
from heaven. The church, thank God, will bo 
delivered from all this, having been previously 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air (Comp. Luke 
xxi. 36; Rev.iii.10; 2 Thes.ii.l'-7; 1 Thes. iv.14-18).

The second beast, of Rev. xiii. 11, now comes be­
fore us, who has two horns as a lamb, but speaks 
as a dragon. He is the great minister and witness 
of the first beast (which we have seen is the last 
great secular head of the Roman Empire), as Christ 
was the great Minister and Witness of the Father. 
It is the Antichrist of 1 John ii. 22, the man of sin, 
and the wicked one of 2 Thess. ii. 3, 4. The king 
who does after his own will (Isaiah xxx. 33; Dan. 
xi. 36-39).

The first beast rises out of the mass of unformed 
nations, in a state of revolution, pictured by the 
troubled sea. The second beast rises out of the 
earth, after the government of the first beast is 
settled, and the nations all obey him. His govern­
ment is apparently like a lamb, but he speaks as a 
dragon. He exercises all the power of the first beast 
before him, and causes the nations of the earth to 
worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. He does great wonders, causing fire -to come 
down from heaven, after the manner of Elijah (comp. 
2 Thess. ii. 8-10), thus deceiving man by means of 
the miracles that he does in the sight of the Roman 
Emperor. He incites them to make an image to 
the beast, and has power given him to' give life to 
the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
should both speak and cause, that as many as would 
not worship the beast should be killed. All, rich 
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and poor, bond or free, were to have the mark of 
the beast upon thorn; no one was to buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark of the image of the 
beast or bore his name.

What fearful days to live in ! My reader, be 
warned by what is coming on the earth. Under­
stand, oh, understand the progress and end of this 
present evil age. Man will then fully accept the 
place that the devil offered him at the beginning: 
Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. Beader, 

#have you ever judged yourself to be capable, if you 
had the power and ability, to set yourself up as 
God, on the earth, to be worshipped? Thus the 
last head of the Roman Empire revived, will have 
this minister of his in Palestine, carrying out hie 
will and wishes, settingup his image in the temple, 
and persecuting the saints. He is no doubt a tem­
poral king from Pan. xi., but takes at-the end the 
character of false prophet (See chap. xix. 20), 
when he is finally with the beast hurled alive into 
the lake of fire. He is the false Messiah, the Anti­
christ of the Scriptures. (See his character depict­
ed in Psalms ix., x.) Here is wisdom: Let him 
that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number 
is 666, a number which in a three-fold sense, is one 
short of perfection, consequently it is the opposite. 
Men have thought to spell it in the words Lateinos, 
Napoleonti, and other words, but the wise shall 
understand in the day when he shall be revealed.*

* Taking the long period of a day for a year, the second beast 
might refer to the ecclesiastical heads of Rome, who have al­
ways caused those over whom they had power to bow down to 
the pope.

The end of the twelfth chapter, then, and the 
thirteenth, show us the devil’s opposition to the 
earthly counsels of God, being carried out in re­
gard to the woman, Israel, and her seed. In the 
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fourteenth we see the assurance that God will carry 
outHis counsels, notwithstanding the devil’s oppo­
sition. The Lamb is seen standing on Mount Zion, 
attended by 144,000 of the saved remnant of Israel, 
whom we have seen sealed already in chapter vii. 
It is the spared remnant of the twelve tribes who 
shall be brought through the tribulation to form 
the nation during the millennium.

CHAPTER XIV.

Four things will be fulfilled before this blessed' 
portion of the remnant of Israel will be manifest­
ed. First, the everlasting gospel will be preached 
to all nations (ver. 6, 7); Second, the destruction 
of Babylon will take place (ver. 8) ; Third, the 
worshippers of the beast and false prophet will re­
ceive their judgment (ver. 9-13).; Fourth, the Son 
of man will come in judgment, and judge the Gen­
tiles, and the apostate Jews (ver. 14-20).

The remnant mentioned in verses 1-5 are clearly 
the same that were originally sealed in chapter 
vii. 3-9. The Messiah’s Father’s Name will be 
written on their foreheads. They sing a new song 
before the throne, and before the four living creat­
ures and the elders, and no man could learn that 
song except the 144,000 that were redeemed from 
the earth. In a day when corruption was corrupt­
ing the whole earth, through the teachings of 
Babylon and the false Messiah, these kept them­
selves from being defiled with women; they re­
mained virgins. Their reward was, therefore, to 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He went. These 
were redeemed from amongst men, and were a 
firstfruits unto God and the Lamb, a firstfruits for 
the millennial earth. In their mouth was found 
no guile, they are without fault before the throne 
of God. The throne, as has been remarked before, 
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will bo more in immediate connection with the 
earth, in that day, when Messiah reigns. Tho same 
thing about the position before the throne is said 
about the redeemed Gentiles, who come out of the 
great tribulation, in chapter vii. 9-17.

In order for this blissful time to be brought in, 
the everlasting gospel must be preached to all na­
tions. It is the gospel of the kingdom (Comp. 
Matt. xxiv. 14), and the Jewish messengers, the 
King’s brethren, will be the heralds of it (See Matt, 
xxv. 40-45). The nations will be judged at the 
appearing of the Lord, in accordance with the way 
they treated these messengers. Such as receive 
them will be the sheep on the right hand; such as 
reject them, the goats on the left. The church 
will not be in this judgment, except to be manifest* 
ed on the side of Christ, and to judge the nations 
with Him. Together with the proclamation of the 
approach of the King, is the cry, Fear God and 
give honour to Him, for the hour of His judgment 
is come, and worship Him that made heaven and 
earth and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 
Such a proclamation was necessary when the whole 
nations had been reduced into idolatry. Another 
angel follows announcing , the fall of Babylon—the 
false professing church on earth. Another angel 
follows with a dreadful warning, If any man wor­
ship the beast and his image, and receive the mark 
in his forehead, or in his hand, everlasting tor­
ment should be his judgment. No rest day and 
night, for ever, and ever, and ever, in the lake of 
lire.

Patience was to mark the saints. at this period, 
and the keeping of the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus. Those that are martyred, 
as a consequence, in chapter xv., sing the song of 
Moses and of the Lamb. Such is not the song of 
the church, but of such who, in this transitional 
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period, are born again, and keep the law, looking 
for the Messiah to come.

Ver. 13. John hears now, in connection with 
this, a voice from heaven, saying, “ Blessed are tho 
dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth saith 
the Spirit; that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them ”. These should 
partake of the first resurrection, and be amongst 
the heavenly saints, a more blessed place than any 
earthly saints should be in. Great should be their 
reward in heaven (comp. Matt. v. 12, 13).

The vision of the Son of man on the white cloud, 
thrusting in His sickle to reap the harvest of judg­
ment on the earth, closes the scene. The Gentiles 
are first reaped, they are the harvest of the earth; 
then the apostate Jewish nation, the vine of the 
earth. They are to be trodden down in the wine­
press of the wrath of Almighty God, and the blood 
of them extends to a distance of 1600 furlongs or 
200 miles, about the length of Palestine, the Holy 
Land.

CHAPTER xv.

The last vials of the wrath of God are now about 
to be poured out. Iniquity had come to the full. 
The Boman Emperor, reigning in the West, with 
Babylon on his back, and Antichrist, sitting as God 
in the temple of Jerusalem, in the East, both martyr­
ing the saints, were causing the patience of God to 
draw to a close. His wrath was now to be poured 
out, finally, to clear the scene for His Cbiist to ap­
pear. But, before the last seven vials are poilred 
out, the martyred remnant are seen in heaven, 
standing on the fixed sea of glass, with harps in 
their hands. They sing the song of Moses and of 
the Lamb, as we have seen, saying, Great and mar­
vellous are Thy works, Jehovah, God Almighty, 
just and true are Thy ways, oh, King of nations.
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(Such is the true rendering in the original.) Who 
shall not fear Thee, oh, Jehovah, and glorify Thy 
Name I for Thou only art Holy: for all nations 
shall come and worship before Thee, for Thy judg­
ments are made manifest. They celebrate the 
time, such as the prophets had before spoken of, 
“When Thy judgments are abroad on the earth, 
then will the inhabitants of the earth learn right­
eousness.”

Verse 5. The temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony of God in heaven was opened; the new 
covenant must now be carried out with Israel, the 
apostate earth must be cleared. The seven angels 
come forth, having the seven plagues, clothed in 
pure and white linen, and having their breasts 
girded with golden girdles. And one of the four 
living creatures gave unto the seven angels seven 
golden vials, full of the wrath of God, who liveth 
for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with 
smoke, from the glory of God, and from His power: 
and no man was able to enter into the temple, till 
the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. 
Thus, there is a martyred remnant who will be 
made partakers of the first resurrection (Comp, 
chap. xx. 4, 5, 6), as well as a spared remnant 
(chap, vii., xiv. 1-5) who will be carried through 
the tribulation, like Noah and his family, into the 
millennial earth. Some of this remnant were 
martyred in the first half of the week of Daniel 
(See chap. vi. 9-11), and the rest during the last 
half week, under the antichristian persecution. 
They are the saints of the Most High, mentioned 
in Dan. vii. 25, whilst the kingdom will finally be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High 
(Dan. vii. 27), that is the spared remnant of Israel, 
who will form the nation for the millennial earth.

All this shows clearly that the church of God is 
not in question in these passages, except, perhaps,
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in quite a secondary moaning. It doos not sing 
the song of Moses. Moses delivered the nation 
for earthly blessing. The church is delivered for 
heavenly blessing. Tho church does not stand on 
Mount Zion, but in heaven, though in spirit it is 
said to have come there. There is ho question of 
Jew and Gentile in the church. All through these 
chapters there is; and the Jew specially after chap­
ter xi. end, is the subject of God’s counsel. May 
my reader be one who needs not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing God’s Word of truth.

CHAPTER xvi.

A voice is now hoard out of the temple, saying 
to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. It is 
the wrath of God here; in chapter vi., the wrath of 
the Lamb. The rights of God in creation must be 
maintained, whilst the Lamb is going to take all in 
the power of redemption. Consequently, though 
the vials and trumpets are greatly similar in the 
various judgments, the vials are more universal, 
and extended over the whole, creation. The first 
vial is poured on the earth, i.e., the settled, civiliz­
ed part of the nations, and a noisome sore comes 
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, 
and upon them that worshipped his image.

The second angel pours out his vial on the sea, 
i.e., the unformed, uncivilized part of the nations, 
and it becomes blood ; wholesale carnage and 
war. It may possibly be really so, for who can 
limit God 1

The third angel pours out his vial on the fount­
ains and rivers of water, and they became blood; 
viz., the sources and heads of the civilization of the 
nations. All this may be literal however, for the 
angel celebrates the judgment in ascribing righte­
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ousness to God, who had given blood to drink to 
those who had shed the blood of the martyrs. 
Who will limit the power of God that once turned 
the waters of the Nile literally into blood, and can 
finally do it on a larger scale, when He comes to 
tread the winepress of the wrath of God in respect 
to all nations ?

The fourth angel pours his vial on the sun; and 
power was given him to scorch men with fire; and 
men were scorched with great heat, and blasphem­
ed the name of God which had power over these 
plagues, and they repented not to give Him glory.

Verse 10. The seat of the beast is the scene of 
the fifth vial, and his kingdom was full of pain ; 
and they knawed their tongues with pain ; and 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
This is a plague specially on Rome and on the 
Western nations.

The sixth angel pours out his vial on the great 
river Euphrates, the Eastern boundary of the Ro­
man Empire. From thence apparently will judg­
ment come on it in the end. The kings of the East 
will come against her, perhaps headed by the As­
syrian, the great Northern enemy of Israel. Thence, 
too, will the ten lost tribes of Israel return whence 
they had been carried away captive.

Three unclean spirits now come forth from the 
mouth of the dragon,the beast,and the false prophet, 
Satan’s mock Trinity of evil, working miracles. 
They go forth to the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them together to the great 
battle of that great day of God Almighty.

The Lord now takes up the word; Behold I 
come as a thief, blessed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame. An allusion to the night when the 
Lord was taken, when the young man wras a waked 
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out of his sleep, and hastily wrapping himself about 
in a garment, he ran out to see what was the mat- 
ter, and followed the Lord, when they caught hold 
of it, and he ran away from them naked ! (Mark 
xiv. 51, 52.)

The nations are finally gathered together into a 
place called, in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.

The seventh angel now pours out his vial into 
the air; and there came a voice out of the temple 
of God in heaven, saying, It is done! Great voices 
were heard, and a great earthquake, and the great 
city was divided into three parts,' and the cities of 
the nations fell, and great Babylon came into re­
membrance before God, to give unto her the cup 
of the fierceness of His wrath. Every island fled 
away, and a great hail fell, men blaspheming God 
and not repenting.

CHAPTERS XVII., XVIII.

Chapters xvii., xviii. recount the judgment of 
Babylon. There came one of the seven angels 
unto me, says John, which had the seven vials, and 
talked with mo, saying unto me, Come hither, and 
I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great 
whore that sitteth upon many waters; with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed fornica­
tion; and the inhabiters of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So 
he carried me away into the wilderness; and I saw 
a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet colour, and decked with gold, and preci­
ous stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her 
hand, full of abominations, and filthiness of her 
fornication. And upon her forehead was a name 
written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mo­
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ther of Harlots and of the Abominations of 
the Earth I And I saw the woman drunken with 
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus; and when I saw her, I wondered 
with great astonishment.

Who could this be that John thus saw? The 
church is spoken of in 2 Cor xi., under the figure of 
a chaste virgin espoused to Christ. In chapter xix. 
as the Bride of the Lamb. But this woman is a 
whore—an opposite thing to a chaste virgin. She 
sits upon many waters ; a figure of many nations 
and languages. The kings of the earth are repre* 
sented as committing fornication with her, showing 
■her illicit intercourse with the kings of the earth. 
Israel in the Old Testament is said to have com­
mitted adultery with Egypt and Babylon in having 
intercourse ' and commerce with them, Jehovah be­
ing her true husband. The church is not yet married 
to Christ; as to her real aspect she is a chaste virgin, 
but alas, as to her professing aspect she too nearly 
is pictured by this woman to be passed by. Is she 
not then a picture of that which calls herself the 
Church on earth, but which has allied herself with 
the commerce and idolatries of the world, especi­
ally of the Roman Empire.

The scene is all a wilderness to the Spirit of God. 
She is seen sitting on a scarlet-coloured beast, with 
seven heads and ten horns. This betokens the al­
liance between the church and the revived Roman 
Empire at the end. She is adorned with all the 
glory of the world, having a cup in her hand full 
of her corruptions and idolatries. Her name is— 
Babylon the Great, the Mother of harlots and 
abominations of the earth. She is drunken with 
the blood of the saints and of the martyrs of Jesus. 
Who could this be but the harlot Church of Rome, 
the mother of all the false churches in the world, 
who are her daughters ? Where has the blood of 
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the martyrs of Jesus been found but in her and 
those of a like nature with her? France, Spain, 
Austria and Italy are red with the blood of the 
saints; and, alas, whilst Rome held sway in Eng­
land, it was so in a modified sense there. No won­
der John wondered with great astonishment when 
he saw the church had come to this on the earth.

But let us go on to the explanation of the woman 
and of the beast as given by the angel to John, 
and as seen from ver. 7-18. The beast that John 
had seen, the angel said, Was and is not, and shall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit and go into perdi­
tion. This gives us three states of the Roman Em­
pire. She was in the days of the apostles and those 
preceding them, and is not now. Since the year 
476 a.d., the Western Roman Empire has ceased to 
be; indeed you may say the Roman Empire ceased 
to exist in its integrity. But there is a time com­
ing when she shall revive in a Satanic form. She 
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit and go into 
perdition. This does not answer to papal Rome. 
She is the woman, not the beast, and it is most 
important to keep the two personages distinct in 
the mind. The woman rides the beast, is in union 
with it, but is not it. All the inhabitants of the 
earth shall wonder at the revival of the Roman 
Empire in its last Satanic form.

The seven heads are seven mountains on which 
the woman sitteth. This is clearly Rome (comp, 
ver. 18), commonly called the Seven Hilled City. 
They are also seven kings, or the septiform form 
of government. Five have fallen, kings, consuls, 
dictators, military tribunes, decemvirs; one is, that 
of the emperors, and another is not yet come; and 
when he is come, he must abide a little space. 
And the beast which was and is not, even he is the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and goes to perdition. 
It may be that Napoleon was the seventh head, 
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who for a time revived the ancient empire by his 
conquests, and abode for a short space, but the 
eighth head is identified with the beast. It is its last 
Satanic form, in which it goes to perdition. The 
beast cannot be mistaken as identified with the 
fourth great empire, described in Daniel vii. The 
little horn there agrees essentially with the actings 
of the beast in this chapter and chapter xiii.

The ten horns that John saw are ten kings who 
have not yet begun to reign; but they shall take 
power and reign at the same time as the beast. 
Daniel adds that the little horn subdues three of 
the kings, which leaves eight at the last, which 
perhaps agrees with the eight heads that we have 
described finally in chapter xvii. These kings give 
their power and authority to the beast. These fin­
ally wage war with the Lamb of God at His return 
from heaven (comp. chap, xix.), but the Lamb shall 
conquer them; and those that are with Him are 
called, and chosen, and faithful.

The waters signified the nations and languages 
on which the whore sat. Finally the ten horns 
should hate the whore, and should desolate her, 
should spoil her, and eat her flesh, and burn her 
with fire. Thus God would use them to accomp­
lish His will, and have one purpose—to give their 
kingdom to the beast till His words were fulfilled. 
Finally the woman John saw was that great city, 
i.e., Home, which reigned over the kings of the 
earth. No other city did but her in John’s day.

Thus, my reader, we have the future of the har­
lot Church of Home, and the Boman Empire 
stretched out before us. Babylon will yet again, 
for a short time, ride the beast, i.e., the secular 
power. But the latter will finally throw her off, 
spoil her, eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 
But will there be a turning to God ? No. The ten 
kings will give their power to the beast, who will 
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reign supreme, and all together will bo found at 
open war with the Lamb of God when He appears.

CHAPTER XVIII.

Chap, xviii. describes the judgment of Babylon. 
Another mighty, angel now descends ; so powerful 
that tho whole earth is illuminated with his glory. 
He announces the fall of Babylon. She is become 
the abode of demons and of every unclean spirit. 
All the nations had drunk of the wine of her for* 
nication; the kings of the earth had committed 
fornication with her, and the merchants had made 
themselves rich in the abundance of her delights. 
Another voice is then heard, saying, Come out of 
her, ray people, and be not partakers of her sins, 
that ye receive not of her plagues; for her sins 
have mounted up to heaven, and strong is the Lord 
God that judges her. She says, I am a queen, and 
no widow, and shall never see sorrow. Therefore 
her plagues, her sorrow and famine,have come upon 
her in one day. God has remembered her iniquities.

The kings of the earth now mourn over her, who 
have committed fornication with her; the merch­
ants likewise, who have got rich by her, mourn 
because no person any more buys of their merch­
andise, viz., gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, 
fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet, all sorts of smell­
ing wood, ivory, vessels, costly wood, brass, iron 
and marble, cinnamon, perfumes, incense, wine, oil, 
fine flour, sheep, horses, chariots, slaves and souls 
of men. Thus Tyrian commerce joins itself to the 
world-glory and religion of Babylon, and mourns 
at her fall. Alas, alas for England, which is the 
queen of the commerce of the world. She is seen 
linked with Babylon in the last day. All the mar­
iners and pilots, likewise all those who traffic by 
sea, they will add to the wailing of that day.
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Heaven rejoices, apostles and prophets rejoice, 

because God bus taken up their cause. Lastly, an 
angel with great force lakes a stone, like a great 
millstone, and throws it in the sea, and says, Thus 
with violence shall Babylon, that great city, be 
thrown down, and shall not be found any more. 
The voice of the players on harps, and of musi­
cians, and of all kinds of music shall not be 
heard again in thee, no workman or mechanic 
shall be found again in thee, neither shall the 
light of a candle shine again in her, nor shall the 
voice of the husband and wife be heard any more 
in her. Her merchants were the princes of the 
earth; and because of her seductions all the nations 
were carried away. In her was found all the blood 
of the prophets, and of the saints, and of those 
who were put to death on the earth.

Such is the description, in short words, of Baby­
lon’s judgment, my reader. I would, before going 
on to chapter xix., just review shortly, from Old 
Testament scripture, what Babylon is as to her 
principles. Babel—Babylon took its rise from Nim­
rod, the grandson of Ham, who began to be mighty 
on the earth (See Gen. x. 8). He mixed up hunt­
ing with religion, as is described, he was a mighty 
hunter before the Lord. In Gen. xi., together with 
this, we have men associating themselves together 
to build a great tower and city, to make to them­
selves a name in selfwill and independence of God, 
upon which God comes down and confounds their 
tongues; wherefore the name of the city is called 
Babel (chap. xi. 4-9). Nimrod builds up his king­
dom on the confusion. Babylon is the power that 
seduces the people of God in Hezekiah’s day, and 
finally oppresses them and leads them captive for 
their sins.

In Daniel ii. we see the world-glory of Babylon. 
She has taken the people of God captive for their 
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sins. In Daniel iii. Nebuchadnezzar has a national 
religion of idolatry, and whoever will not fall down 
and worship his image, is persecuted and thrown 
into a burning fiery furnace. Thus it is not the 
natural pagan world typified by Egypt, out of 
which God’s people first come, nor is it the unclean 
world like Sodom, out of which Lot is delivered, 
nor the infidel world typified by Nineveh, but it is 
the religious world, that takes captive the people 
of God for their sin, and persecutes the saints of 
God on the earth. It unites amusement, world­
glory, with religion and the Name of the Lord, but 
it is really for making itself a name independent 
of God. (Compare Isaiah xiv., and especially Jere­
miah li., as types of the modern Babylon of the 
Apocalypse.) There is a mixture of Babylon with 
Tyrian commerce and merchandise in chap, xviii. 
But Satan is the energizing spirit of evil in each 
case. (Comp. Isaiah xiv. and Ezekiel xxviii.; see 
also Ezekiel xxvii., for Tyre.)

Comp. Jer. 1. 8, with Rev. xviii. 4-6; Isa. xlvii. 
7-9, with Rev. xviii. 7-9. See also Isa. xiii. Comp. 
Jer. li. 6, 45, with Rev. xviii. 4, 5 ; Jer. li. 7, 8, with 
Rev. xvii. 4, xviii. 2, 3. As to Tyre, comp. Ezek. 
xxvi. 16, with Rev. xviii. 9; Ezek. xxvii. 27, with 
Rev. xviii. 11-19.

CHAPTER XIX.

Chapter xix. shows us the whole heavens rejoic­
ing over Babylon’s fall. What a contrast between 
man’s wailing and heaven’s rejoicing ! They sang 
—Alleluia; salvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power, be unto the Lord our God; for true and 
righteous are His judgments; for He hath judged 
the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 
her fornication; and hath avenged the blood of His 
servants at her hand, And again they said, Alic-
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luia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 
And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise 
our God, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, 
both small and great.

Another scene now opens. Ver. 6. John now 
hears the voice of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honour to Him, for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself 
ready. And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen clean and white; for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of the saints.

Babylon was a woman, and a city, so here the 
true church is the Bride of the Lamb, and in chap­
ter xxi. the city, the heavenly Jerusalem. Now, 
she is only espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ 
(2 Cor. xi.); she is the body of Christ, formed by 
the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pen­
tecost, who baptized all believers into one body, 
and builded them together to be God’s habitation 
through the Spirit. But the body of Christ is not 
yet complete; Christ’s building is still growing up 
to be a jholy temple in the Lord; but when the 
heavenly Bridegroom descends into the air, the 
Bride will be complete, and she will answer joyfully 
His call. She will rise to meet Him in the air, and 
then it will be said, the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and His wife hath made herself ready.

What a wondrous relationship, my reader, to be 
in! Surely it is above all thought of nature. Ephes, 
ii. 1-3 shows the dark pit and quarry out of which 
this wondrous Personage has been delivered and 
brought. Oh, how the true heart yearns for such 
a consummation of the desires of Christ for His 
Bride. Long she has waited, long she has wander­
ed through the dark, howling wilderness, but soon 
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shall tho voice of Her Beloved bo heard, soon will 
sho bound up to meet Him; and who will she meet? 
Tho Son of the Father, tho Creator of the universe, 
the Heir to the throne of the worlds. The more, 
my reader, we meditate on the glories of the 
Heavenly Bridegroom, and who He is, tho more 
shall we sink prostrate and adore ! In Him, the 
highest relationship possible! tho highest moral 
and official glories ! In us, what shall I say ?

Nothing, nothing, nothing, 
Only to lie at His feet, 

A broken, empty vessel, 
Made for my Lord most meet.

That is what we say now! But in that day, what, 
my reader ? I can only answer in the words of the 
fifth of Ephesians, Christ loved the church and 
gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it, with the washing of water by the word, 
that He might present it to Himself as a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
but that it should be holy and without blemish. This 
is a great mystery, but I speak concering Christ 
and the church. Will Old Testament Saints form 
a part of the Bride? I judge not (ver. 9). They 
are they that are called to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, it may be. But the body of Christ is 
the Lamb’s wife, and the Lamb’s wife is the city 
(Ephes, i. end, v. 22-32; Rev. xix., xxi. 2, 9, 10). 
The body of Christ could only be formed after the 
Head was in heaven, and after the middle wall of 
partition was broken down between Jew and Gen­
tile (See Ephes, i. 19-23, ii. 15-18). It was a mys­
tery hid in'God till Paul’s day (Ephes, iii.).

Adam was first formed, then Eve; Isaac was first 
born, and died and rose again in figure, before Re­
becca was called to be his bride. So the Head of 
the new creation had first to be made flesh, and die
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and rise again, before lie could take His place in 
union with the church, Hits Bride.

John, who had stood amazed as he saw the 
woman, Babylon, now falls down and worships the 
angel, as he sees, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife; but 
the angel lifts him up, forbidding the homage. I 
am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that 
have the testimony of Jesus, for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. He is the Centre 
of it all.

Verse 11. Heaven is nowT open once more, and 
Jesus comes forth attended by His heavenly saints. 
He is the Heavenly Bridegroom, joined to His 
Heavenly Bride, at the beginning of the chapter, 
the hope and joy of the Philadelphian saints. He 
is the glorious King, coming forth to reign, and to 
take the kingdoms of the world into His hands at 
the end of the chapter, the hope of the Laodicean 
overcomer (Comp, notes on chap. iii. end).

The heavens are only spoken of being opened 
once in the Old Testament days, and that for judg­
ment, when the throne and glory of the Lord were 
about to remove from Jerusalem (See Ezek. i., also 
vii.-x.). But directly Jesus crosses the Jordan, 
and takes His proper place before His Father as 
the Heavenly Man, the heavens opened to Him, and 
gazed down on a perfect Heavenly Man. the Son of 
God on earth I (See Matt, iii.; Luke iii. 21,*22). The 
whole Trinity was revealed in connection with this 
object. When Jesus died, and by His obedience 
unto death had fully glorified God, the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bot­
tom, as a figure that now the heavens were opened 
to man through Jesus; but not till Stephen’s death. 
Acts vii. 55-60, was the blessed truth folly realized, 
when a man on earth, full of the Holy Ghost, gazed 
on the Glorified Man in heaven through an opened 
heavens, and saw the glory of God 1 and was taken
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immediately in there. Paul, likewise, had a glori­
ous sight of Jesus in heaven, and heard the won­
derful additional truth, that the church on earth 
was one with Him in heaven ; He was subsequently 
caught up and heard unspeakable words, that it 
was not lawful for a man to utter.

John, finally (chap. iv. 1), saw a door opened in 
heaven, after the end of the church history on earth, 
and saw the redeemed saints already seated there, 
before the pouring out of any of the judgments, seat­
ed, clothed and crowned, and singing the song of 
redemption. Here the Lord is seen coming forth 
with His redeemed heavenly saints to reign, and, 
finally, as He said at the end of John i., the disciples 
should see the heavens opened,and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of man. That 
will be the millennium!

Thus,excepi for judgment and to Christ—the Per­
fect Man—the heavens were never opened toman, 
except after redemption was accomplished, and this 
truth was never understood, apparently till the 
days of Stephen and Paul, who bring out the dou­
ble truths of the saints’ present heavenly stand­
ing and state, and union with Christ in one body. 
Then I believe, John being taken up into the open 
door into heaven, is a mystic figure of the church’s 
translation to heaven, before the judgments are 
poured out. The whole interval between chapters 
iv. and xix. then takes place, ending up with the 
scene of the marriage of the Bridegroom and 
heavenly Bride in heaven, and then He comes 
forth, out of the opened heavens, to judge this 
world in righteousness. Oh, Sardis I church that 
hath a name to live and art dead, hear the words 
of thy Heavenly Lord, If thou shalt not watch, I 
will come upon thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 
know the hour in the which <1 shall come upon thee.
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Pritedantism will be judged like the world (Comp, 
chup. iii. 4, 5).

The Lord now comes forth on a white horse: 
He that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness, He doth judge ami 
make war. His eyes were as a flame of tire, 
and on His head were many crowns; and He 
had a name written that no man knew but Him­
self. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped 
in blood (Comp. Isaiah Ixiii.) ; and His Name is 
called the Word of God 1 Here, when He came 
the first time, He was the expression of God in 
grace. Here, coming the second time, He is the 
expression of God in judgment. The armies that 
followed Him out of heaven were upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. Who are 
they but the heavenly saints ?

Out of His mouth went a sharp sword, that with 
it He should smite the nations; and He shall rule 
them with a rod of iron, and He treadeth the wine­
press of the wrath of Almighty God. And He 
had on His vesture and on His thigh written, King 
of kings, and Lord of lords.

Here is the description of God’s Anointed com­
ing forth to take the kingdom. The scene now 
turns to what is going on on the earth at that mo­
ment (ver. 17). An angel is seen standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the fowls that fly in tho midst of heaven, Come and 
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the 
great God. That ye may eat the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of 
horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh 
of men, both free and bond, both small and great. 
The picture is taken from Ezek. xxxix. 17-20, show­
ing that the judgment is not over till the great 
Northern army is destroyed on the mountains of 
Israel, viz., Gog and Magog. But in Revelation
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the scene is limited to tho destruction of tho ai mies 
of the beast and false prophet. And 1 saw the 
beast, and the kings of tho earth, and their armies 
gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army, and the 
beast was taken, and with him the fill so prophet 
that wrought miracles before him, with which ho 
deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worship his image. Those 
both were cast alive into the lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. And the remnant were slain, with 
the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which 
sword proceeded out of his mouth ; and all the 
fowls were filled with their flesh.

What a different scene to that described at the 
beginning of the chapter! All light and love 
above, all pitch darkness and hate below, lightened 
up by the glory of the descending Christ and His 
saints. Babylon has disappeared. Tho Roman 
Emperor with his confederate kings, and Anti­
christ, who has turned into the false prophet, are 
gathered against Christ. Zechariah xiv. shows us 
where this will be, viz., at Jerusalem; the city 
shall be taken, the houses shall be rifled, the half 
shall go into captivity, then shall Jehovah came 
forth and smite those nations. The Lord my God 
shall come and all Thy saints with Thee! Dan. vii. 
8-13 will then have been fulfilled, and the Son of 
man shall then take the kingdom. See Dan. xi., xii. 
likewise. The beginning of the day of the Lord 
will then take place, lasting 1000 years (Comp. 2 
Pet. iii. 8-11 with Rev. xx.), at the end of which 
the present heavens and earth shall pass away, 
and the elements melt with fervent heat. Satan 
will be bound (chap. xx. 1), and Christ and His 
saints will reign for a thousand years in the mean­
while.
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CHAPTER XX.

The twentieth chapter opens with Satan being 
bound and put into the bottomless pit. Perhaps 
Michael, the archangel, will have this office, the 
great prince of the Jewish people. At that time 
will the Jewish nation be delivered, and Israel will 
come out of their graves, and be restored to their 
land, the wicked amongst them being cut off (Sec 
Dan. xii. 1, comp, with Ezek. xxxvii.). The 1200 
days, which began with the daily sacrifice being 
taken away, and the idol of the Roman Emperor 
put up in the temple, will finish. Thirty days 
extra will be taken to put away the abomination 
(See Dan. xii. 11), and forty-five days more before 
there is the full consummation of blessing (ver. 12); 
altogether 1335 days. Satan will remain bound 
during the whole of the 1000 years; then he must 
be loosed for a little season.

Christ now sets up His throne of judgment on 
the earth, and the raised saints of the Old and New 
Testament sit on thrones, judging with Him. The 
judgment of the living nations takes place as to how 
they have treated the messengers of the King, who 
preached the everlasting gospel (See Matt. xxv. 
31-46; Rev. xiv. 6, 7). The saved ones from the 
Gentile nations enter the millennial kingdom, the 
rest are sent away to hell. Those who had been 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word 
of God (See chap. vi. 10, 11), and which had not 
worshipped the beast nor his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or upon 
their hands are also raised and live and reign with 
Christ for 1000 years. But the rest of the dead, 
i.e., the wicked dead, lived not again till the 1000 
years are accomplished. This is the first resur­
rection. Blessed and holy is ho that has part in 
the first resurrection: on such the second death 
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hath no power, but they shall be priests of (rod and 
of Christ, and shall reign with Him for a thousand 
years.

This is the day of the Lord, whieh succeeds the 
present day of grace. Now, grace reigns; on that 
day righteousness shall reign, in the eternal state 
righteousness shall dwell. There will be also two 
resurrections; first, the resurrection of life (See 
John v. 29), called the first resurrection here, and 
alluded to in 1 Cor. xv. 23 as the resurrection of 
those that are Christ’s at His Coming, and second, 
the resurrection of judgment (John v. 29), called 
the end in 1 Cor. x>\ 24, 1000 years after. The 
first resurrection takes in that of the church and 
Old Testament saints, whom we have seen already 
in heaven, since chapters iv., v., under the figure 
of the twenty-four elders, and finally as the Bride of 
the Lamb, and those called to the marriage supper 
in chapter xix. 7-9. It also takes in the martyred 
remnant, that are slain after the translation of the 
church, and before the King comes to reign. These 
we have seen mentioned in chapters vi. 10, 11, xiv. 
13, and xv. They all are raised and live and reign 
with Christ for 1000 years.

Verse 7. And when the thousand years are ex­
pired, Satan shall be loosed out of prison, and shall 
go out and deceive the nations of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and of the 
Beloved City; and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and devoured them.

We must remember that all the Old Testament 
prophecies, in regard to the glory of Jerusalem, 
and the blessing of the nations, will then have 
been fulfilled. Christ will have been reigning as 
King on the throne of David for 1000 years, per­
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haps represented there permanently by the Prince, 
mentioned in Ezek. xliv. 1-3. Israel's tribes will 
have been dwelling in safety, under their vine and 
fig tree, according to the arrangement of the tribes 
mentioned in Ezek. xlviii. The temple will have 
been rebuilt in its appointed place, in the midst of 
the land, and the city of Zion shall have been then 
the joy of the whole earth. The glowing descrip­
tion of Isaiah ii., Micah iv., Isaiah lx., and Zech, 
xiv., and other passages, will then have been ful­
filled. But man is allowed once more to be put 
under test, as to whether he will bow to Christ’s 
sceptre, even after having enjoyed its order and 
blessedness for 1000 years. What is the result? 
Alas, just the same as ever when Satan is loosed. 
Unconverted man rises up in rebellion against God 
and His Christ, tempted by the arch deceiver, who 
is finally cast headlong into the lake of fire, and all 
his dupes are destroyed by fire.

The end of the day of the Loixi now comes. 
The present heavens and present earth pass away; 
Christ takes His position on tbe great white throne. 
The time for the judgment of the dead is arrived. 
All the dead, small and great, having been raised, 
stand before God. Cain the murderer is there I 
Pharaoh the enemy of Israel is there ! Esau the 
hater of Jacob is there I Saul the persecutor of 
David is there I The fornicators and self-abusers of 
Sodom and Gomorrah stand there in all their pollu­
tion I Balaam and his line of false prophets; the 
false priests of Baal, Rome, Greece and of all the 
false churches of Christendom stand there 1 Kings 
like Jeroboam, Ahab, Ahaz, Belshazzar, Nero and 
Domitian, and other monsters of rulers, will swell 
the list of the doomed to hell I All the oppressors 
of God’s poor; the slave masters who have practis­
ed cruelties on their slaves, and lashed them be­
cause they refused to yield to the cravings of their 
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devilish lusts, will have to answer then for their 
crimes. The books shall be opened !

Oh, my reader, think of it! Are you con­
verted ? thank God you will not bo there for 
judgment. The blood of Christ has redeemed you, 
the resurrection of Christ has justified and deliver­
ed you; the first resurrection shall have finally 
delivered your body. You have been made par­
taker of the first resurrection, you will have ’then 
already lived and reigned with Christ for 1000 
years. Are you unconverted ? Oh, my reader, I 
beseech you before you lay-down this book, to 
think of the awful position of standing before the 
great white throne in all your sins, to be judged 
according to your works.

Another book was opened, which is the Lamb:s 
book of life. Oh, beloved saints, think of the glory 
of being manifested before the judgment of the 
assembled nations, as on Christ’s side! How sin­
ners will quail at the sight! Christ’s poor, despised 
people will then shine—yea have been already 
shining for 1000 years. But now they are mani­
fested before their dead persecutors and oppressors.

The dead were judged out of those things writ­
ten in the books, according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death 
and hades (literally) delivered up the dead that 
were in them, and they were judged every man 
according to their works. And death and hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. Thus, the last enemy that is destroyed is 
death. The second death,i.e.,the lake of fire swallows 
him up. And whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. A 
lake ! but not a drop of water to wet the tongue I 
Lt is a lake ot fire!
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CHAPTERS XXL, XX£L

Tho eternal state now begins. A new heavens 
and new earth are formed ; the first heavens and 
first earth are passed away, and there is no more 
sea. In the first creation, the heavens and earth 
were created first, and prepared for man’s habita­
tion, who was created last; but man fell and spoiled 
all God’s handy-work. But in the new creation, 
the men of it are first formed and tested, and hav­
ing been proved victorious through Christ the 

. Head of it, their final habitation is prepared, the 
new heavens and new earth, wherein dwellcth 
righteousness. Thus the new creation can never 
fail, and the new habitation can never be spoiled. 
Christ sustains the whole.

The holy city, New Jerusalem, is prominent in 
this new habitation. She comes down from her 
abode, out of heaven, as a Bride adorned for her hus­
band. It is the church, the Lamb’s wife, wife of the 
great Mediator who has gathered everything back 
to God. A great voice is heard out of heaven, 
saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be 
His people, and God Himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain, for the former things arc 
passed away.

And He that sat on the throne said, Behold I 
make all things new. And He said unto me, These 
things are true and faithful. And He said unto 
me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the be­
ginning and the end. I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
He that overcometh shall inherit these things, and 
I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But 
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the fearful, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death (ver. h--9).

Such is the short sketch of the eternal state of 
things when Jesus shall have delivei ed up all things 
to God and the Father; when God shall be all in 
all (Comp. 1 ^Cor. xv. 24-28). Then shall be ful­
filled 2 Pet. iii. 10-13, the day of the Lord having 
lasted for one ^thousand years, at the end of which 
the old heavens and old earth have passed away, 
and are destroyed by fire, and the new heavens and 
new earth are created, wherein dwelleth righteous­
ness. The voice from the throne closes the whole 
scene of time. The wicked are judged and put 
into the lake of fire, the old heavens and old earth 
have passed away, the new heavens and new earth 
have been created. All the redeemed are safely 
housed there. Then the voice says, It is done; and 
lest there should be any escape to the thought that 
the wicked should be shut out (ver. 8) repeats their 
fearful doom.

Who is a liar then but he that, not only denies 
that Jesus is the Anointed, that He is the 
Son of God, and has wrought the work of atone­
ment, but he also who denies the eternal judgment 
of the wicked in the lake of fire ? It is the reject­
ing of the doctrine of Christ in its first principles 
(See Heb. vi. 1, 2). It is not only not going on 
to perfection, but going back from that’ which is 
the way of the beginning of Christ. It is the bring­
ing in of damnable heresies, denying the Master 
that bought them. Who denies the Master that 
bought them, my reader, but those who deny man’s 
responsibility to the Master, and say, practically, 
“ Yon can do as you please in this world, you will 
be finally saved, either through a purgatory or 
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without a purgatory, in the world to come ?” Who 
is a liar but he that says the wicked cease to be 
after death, and that the second death is annihila­
tion ? Why then does it say everlasting punish­
ment in Matt. xxv. 46, if punishment is not ever­
lasting? Why does it say everlasting fire, if fire 
is not everlasting ? What does eternal life mean, 
but that life is eternal and goes on for ever ? It 
is much more than that, for it is the character of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, and not in Adam at all; 
,but it does mean that. Nearly 70 times or more, if I 
mistake not, is the word aionios used in the New 
Testament, and generally applied to life, but about 
ten times to hell, spoken of under various names, 
and also to redemption, the Spirit, and to God. 
There is no other word that expresses the word. 
Is God then going to cease to be? Is the Spirit? 
It were blaspheny to say so. Are these men going 
to rob us of the certainty of eternal redemption, 
the eternal inheritance, and eternal life? Bless 
God they cannot, but He will rob them of their 
fatal delusion, and except they repent they will 
wake up in the eternal prison house, where eternal 
justice and love itself will confine the incorrigi­
ble rebels, that have, from the beginning, torn up 
God’s fair garden of creation, and persecuted and 
oppressed, and killed His Son and family. Is it 
not the very mark of a good beneficent govern­
ment to confine incorrigible rebels, for the sake 
of the good of the kingdom, and its orderly, peace­
ful inhabitants ?

Verse 9 to chapter xxii. 5 give the picture of 
the glory of the church during the millennial 
reign of Christ, and in connection with God’s ad­
ministration of government towards the world. 
It is likened to a city called the Holy Jerusalem, 
having the glory of God; her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, 



96 THE REVELATION.

clear as crystal. The city had a wall, groat and 
high, separating her from all outside, and had 
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and 
names written thereon, which are (bo names of 
the twelve tribes of the children of 1: rack Three 
gates on each side, the city being foursquare. 
These gates were in connection with the earthly 
administration of the government of the world, of 
which the nation of Israel was the centre.

The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in 
them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
It was built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets (See Ephes, ii.). He that talked 
with John had a golden reed, wherewith to mea­
sure the city, and the gates and the walls. He 
measured the city with a reed, it was 12,000 fur­
longs, i.e., 1500 miles. The length, breadth, and 
height of it were equal. And he measured the 
wall of it, which was an hundred and forty and 
four cubits, according to the measure of a man, 
that is the angel. The building of the wall 
of it was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, a 
type of what is divine, like unto clear glass. The 
foundations of the wall of tho city were garnished 
with all manner of precious stones. The first foun­
dation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, 
a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald ; the fifth, a 
sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chry­
solite ; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz, the 
tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the 
twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl; 
and the street of the city pas pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass. No guile there !

No temple was there; Jehovah Elohim, Shaddai, 
and the Lamb were the temple thereof. The city 
had no need of the sun, nor of the moon to shine 
upon it, for the glory of God did lighten it, and
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the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations ol 
them that are saved shall walk in the light of it; 
and the kings of the earth do bring their honour 
into it. This shows its connection with the earth 
during the millennium. And the gates of it shall 
not be shut at all by day, for there shall be no night 
there. And they shall bring the glory and honour 
of the nations into it; and there shall in no-wise 
enter into it anything that defileth, neither what­
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but 
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life,

A pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceedeth out of the throne of God and the Lamb. 
Along its course, on each side of it’ was the tree 
of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, and yield­
ed her fruit every month; and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of.the nations; there 
shall no more be any curse, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants 
shall serve Him, and they shall see His face, and 
His Name shall be on their foreheads. And there 
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
nor the light of the sun, for Jehovah Elohim gives 
them light; and they shall reign for ever and ever.

Such is the description of the heavenly city. 
Words would fail to add description to it; but what 
more blissful place could there be, where God and 
the Lamb are its temple,God and the Lamb its light, 
and where God and the Lamb are enthroned ? 
There the clear river of the water of life has its 
source; there the tree of life blooms in unfading 
splendour 1 It is the church’s millennial glory, for 
there are still kings and nations on the earth, where 
there is also defilement, and need of healing. But 
this* heavenly city is outside it all, but in it provi­
sions for the healing of the nations. Christian 
heart, are you anticipating the glories of this scene 
as your own ? Jesus says, To him that overcometh
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will I write upon him the name of the city of my 
God,which is New Jerusalem, which descendeth out 
of heaven from my God, and I will write upon Him 
my new Name I

The summing up of the book now takes place, 
with a threefold warning, yea fourfold, that Jesus 
is coming quickly (ver. 7, 12, 16, 17, 20).

The first announcement is in connection with a 
blessing on him that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book. At the announcement, 
John again falls down to adore the angel, but is 
lifted up and forbidden to do it, on the ground that 
he was but a fellow-servant amongst those that 
kept the sayings, himself. God was the One to be 
worshipped. The prophecy was not to be sealed, 
but to be kept open, for the time was at hand. 
When the Lord came it would be the settling of 
the doom of all. He that was unjust should be 
unjust still after that day; he that was filthy should 
be filthy still; he that was righteous should be right­
eous still. He that was holy should be holy still. 
The Coming of the Lord is only complete when 
He appears to the world. Then the servants get 
their reward.

The second announcement of the Lord’s Coming 
is in connection with the responsibility of men. 
His reward would be with Him to give to every 
man according to his works. The judgment-seat 
would be set, and the rewards would be given. The 
Lord was the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last. Blessed are 
they that wash their robes, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city. Without are dogs, and 
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and 
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and make th a lie.

The third announcement is not direct: it is a 
secret one, yet known by those that fear the Lord 
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for His secret is with them. It is the glorified 
Jesus that speaks. The One that took the Name, 
when He, the Jehovah of Israel, became a man to 
save His people from their sins. The One that has 
been to the cross, and put away all our sins. The 
One in whose holy body sin in the flesh was con­
demned. Tho rejected One of the world, who, in 
His death, died to sin, the law, and the world, who 
so glorified God that heaven has been opened to 
Him, and God was glorified in Him. It is the ac­
cepted man that speaks; the One in whom the 
righteousness of God is manifested; the Eternal 
Life, who was with the Father and was manifest­
ed unto us; the One who is now calling out, in 
union with Himself, a body, to be His Bride; the 
ever living Intercessor for His believing people to 
sustain their faith; our Advocate with the Father 
if we sin. The Name He took in incarnation; the 
Name which was written up on the cross; the Name 
which Peter preached, and Philip to the Ethiopian 
eunuch; the Name by which He revealed Himself 
to Paul, is the same precious Name revealed at the 
end ! Oh, my reader, it is the same One, who in the 
awful aspect of Judge, had sent His angel to tes­
tify these things in the churches (See chap. i.). 
He was the One before whom John fell as dead, 
but was lifted up by His sweet Fear not 1 The great 
Overcomer is Jesus 1 The Judge of the professing 
church, that has departed from Him, is the Saviour 
of His church, His body, His Bride. Oh, sweet 
assurance of complete salvation to the believer, 
before the day of judgment comes at all!

Yes, my reader, He it is that speaks. Bo you 
know His voice? Don’t trust the church: it is 
under judgment. It has departed from its Bride­
groom, its Saviour, and therefore must be judged. 
But His sheep hear His voice. The true Bride 
knows the Bridegroom, as we shall see just now. He 
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continues to speak, “I am the root and the offspi ing 
of David”; to fulfil all the promises made to Israel, 
to bring in the glorious time spoken by Isaiah xi., 
where He is seen under this title (ver. 1-11). But 
no response is given to His call. Why? Alas, 
Israel has rejected her true Messiah; she abides 
without a king, without a prince, without sacrifice, 
without an image, without an ephod, without a 
teraphim. (Hosea iii.) There is no one to answer 
to such a voice now. Presently Israel shall seek 
again the Lord, and shall say, “ Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord !”

Jesus speaks again, “I am the bright and morn­
ing Star ” ! Immediately there is a response from 
the earth, from some one who knows Him. Who is 
she ? The Spirit and the Bride say, Come 1 Ah, 
my reader, the secret is out. The true church, the 
body of Christ, the Bride of the Lamb, knows Him 
unto the title of Jesus, the bright and the morning 
Star ! Heis the Coming One, coming for His Bride 
before the fierce rays of the Sun of Righteousness 
descend on this poor* doomed, devil-possessed world. 
Just as the morning star rises sometimes four hours 
or more, sometimes three, sometimes two, sometimes 
one hour or less before the sun rises, so Jesus is 
coming to save His church, to take her to glory, be­
fore Malachi iv. 1, 2, is fulfilled. He may come to­
day, to-morrow, next month, next year, any time. 
Oh, glorious hope, glorious prospect! Oh, blessed 
deliverance from judgment and wrath! Blessed 
consummation of the patience of Jesus, of all the 
blessed hopes of His suffering, tried people! Then 
the true Isaac will meet HisRebecca,and take her in­
to His mother’s tent. Then the Second Adam will 
look upon His Eve, and she will delight in her dear 
Bridegroom’s love. The Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel and the trump of God, and the dead in
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Christ shall rise first; then we which arc alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them, to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be for 
ever with the Lord (1 Thess. iv.). The Spirit pre­
sents her holy and without blemish to the Bride­
groom, and He now, as her Gatherer and Conductor, 

. cries out in her and with her, “Come ”, There are 
those, alas, who are true children of God in the 
midst of the ruin, that have to be woke up to the 
true destiny, calling and hope of the. church. And 
so the church addresses them, “Let him that hear- 
eth say, Come ”.

The circle widens! Jesus speaksagain, “And 
let him that is athirst come, and whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely”. Every sin­
ner must be invited. No one will be able to say, I 
was shut out without invitation. No, sinner, if you 
are shut out, it is because you have so filled your­
self with’ the husks and the wine of Babylon’s 
fornication, that you have no room for the living 
water of God’s grace which is offered you freely. 
It is because you will not come to Christ that you 
may have life. Oh, fatal delusion ! Oh, the mad­
ness of sinners !—to exchange a few hours of plea­
sure, and riot, and ease, for an eternity of blessed­
ness with Jesus.

The book closes with an awful warning against 
adding to the words of this prophecy, or taking 
away from it. Oh, Pharisees of the day, listen! 
Oh, Saducees of the day, beware! All the plagues 
written in the book will be added to the one; his 
name taken away out of the book of life, will be 
the portion of the other. He which testifieth to 
these things saith, “Surely I come quickly ”. Here 
is the fourth and last announcement! Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus ! The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen.






