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“ The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words :
and that which was written was upright, even words

| of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10), :
N 7
The Guidance of God.

(Read 1 Samuel xxiii. and xxiv.)

HE subject of Divine Guidance, in its applica-
tion to the details of our every-day life and
conduct, is evidently one of great import-

- ance; and it is one on which the minds of many

£ saints are often greatly exercised. ‘‘ It is not in

man that walketh to direct his steps’’; but

% there is One of whom it is written, ‘‘ In all thy

& ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy

& paths.”” - (Jer. x. 23; Prov. iii. 6.)

@ There are important epochs in the life of each

£ of us when the need of divine guidance cannot but

= be felt. But the word is not, ‘‘ Acknowledge

L:JHim at such times as these,”’ but, ‘‘ In all thy

"’ Habitual reference to

= the Lord in all the details of life, makes it easy

to confide in Him when any great crisis arrives;

ondon. E.C, 4,

ster Row,
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~whereas if in general we pass on without acknow-
ledging Him, though the heart may feel, when

in straits and difficulties, the need of light from
above, not being practised in consulting God, or
familiar with His ways of guiding His people, it
little knows how to cast itself upon Him, or even

to avail itself of such guidance as He vouchsafes.

And though the Lord may, and often does, exceed
His promise, and guide when in extremities those
who do not habitually acknowledge Him, the pro-
mise 18, ‘‘ In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and ”’

then, when difficulties occur, ** He shall direct thy

paths.”’

It is not that we need always be asking, ‘* What
must [ do?’’ There are things in which we know
the Lord would have us to be engaged; but He is
to be acknowledged in these things as well as in
inquiring of Him when uncertain as to our path.
““ It i1s God that worketh in you both to will and
to do.” ‘ For thou also hast wrought all our
works in us.”” *‘ Without me ye can do nothing.’’
(Heb. ii. 13; Isa. xxvi. 12; John xv. 5.)

One thing we must never forget, that if we are
to have practical guidance from (God, it must be in
a path which is itself according to His mind and
will. A vast deal of the uncertainty felt by Christ-
ians as to the details of their path arises from the
fact that they look for guidance as to details when
their entire position is such as God cannot own.
[t 1s contrary to His word. | |

Suppose my child to be bent on a course which
he knows, or ought to know, to be.contrary to his
father’s wishes; if in the prosecution of his de-
sign he meets with difficulties which are quite in-
superable, and asks me for instruction how to
extricate himself therefrom, what am I to do?
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THE GUIDANCE OF GOD. 3

Should his father’s interposition be requisite for
his safety, that would be another case. Any father
would then exert himself for his child, though the
child’s wilfulness had involved him-in the danger
{from which he had to be rescued. But what father
would help his child to disobey him?

Can we expect God to help and guide us in a
path which is throughout contrary to His revealed
will?  The difficulties which we meet in such a
path, are the thorns by which God is hedging up
our way, in order that we may relinquish it al-
together ; and the first step towards the enjoyment
of divine guidance in such a case, is to forsake the
position and manner of life out of which, not in
which, the Lord will lead us.

It is our privilege to know that our position and
manner of life as a whole are according to God.
There may still be difficulties, and there doubtless
will be; but we may then, in simple confidence,
reckon on the Lord’s wisdom to guide us through
them all.

David’s path, at the time to which our chapters
refer, was one of extreme difficulty. His circum-
stances were scarcely two days together alike. He
had' to- conceal himself first in, one fastness, then
in another. But the path he trod was one in which
the Lord had set him. His position was accord-
mg to God’s mind. It was the path of faith; and
ini- all sunphcxty of faith, he recokoned on God’
guidance in that path.

“ Then they they told David, saying, Behold,
the Philistines fight aoalsmt Keﬂah and they rol:
the threshing floors.’ |

Here was a new circumstance in David’s path.
He was at the moment concealing himself from the
envy and rage of Saul; but his position had res-
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pect to the Philistines as well as Saul. The Lord
had raised up Saul, and anointed him captain over
His people Israel, that He might save His people
out of the hands of the Philistines (see ix. 16.)
Saul had entirely failed in this. He had proved
himself faithless and disobedient, and hence, when
arrayed agaianst the Philistines (xiv., xvii.}, he had
shrunk from the unequal contest.

David, having been anointed in Saul’s stead
(xvi.), had really in faith taken the place of Israel’s
shepherd ; and while the ostensible shepherd proved
himsclf a hireling, who, when the wolf cometh,
flees, because he is a hireling, and careth not for
the sheep, David stood in the gap, and delivered
the trembling, affrighted flock out of the ymfs of
the destroyer.

That was a day of triumph and of glory for
Israel; a day on which it was seen **that the Lord
saveth not with sword and spear,’’ but that His
people’s battle 1s His own. It was a day of renown
for David too, the daughters of Israel singing
with tabrets and dances, ‘‘ Saul hath slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.”

Afiairs had changed since that day, and David
was now an outcast and a wanderer; hunted by
Saul like a partridge on the mountains. But has
this alienated his heart from lIsrael; or rendered
him indifferent to their suffermgs? When he
hears of the Philistines having plundered Keilah,
does he say, ‘* Well, if I am to suffer thus at the
hands of Israel’s king, he and his people may de-
fend themselves against the Philistines.”~ What
have I to do with their affairs?.”’ ‘
- No, he is as ready to gird on his weapons, and
“hasten to the conflict, as though Saul had ap-
preciated and rewarded all his previous services.
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But though ready to go thus to the rescue of the
men of Keilah, does he, on the other hand, rush
on the undertaking in the energy of his own will,
the mere natural impetuosity of a man of war?

No, he inquires of the Lord, “ Shall I go and
smite these Philistines? "’ |

He does not use many words, as we so often do
in our prayers. With the simplicity of a child,
he asks a question of Him whom he knows to be
alone able to answer it. |

And the answer is as direct and simple as the
inquiry.

““ And the Lord said, Go, and smite the Phili-
stines, and save Keilah.”’

A new difficulty, however, now presents itself.
David is not alone, but at the head of a band of
men who had from various motives attached them-
selves to his person, but who do not walk in the
same simplicity of [aith as himself. Spiritually,
they are far behind him. ‘‘ Behold, we be afraid
here in Judah : how much more then if we come
to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? ’’

FFeeling themselves unable to cope with the lesser
difficvlties, they shrink from encountering the
greater, | -

What now is David’s course? Does he, on the
one side, despise the check he has received by the
remonstrances of his men? Or does he, on the
other, biindly follow their timid counsels, and give
up the light he had received from God?

No; finding himself in new circumstances, he in-
quires afresh of the Lord. When he first inquired,
he evidently had' no doubt as to the allegiance of
his men ; but now, when the Lord has said ¢* Go,”’
and his men hold back, David applies to his for-
mer resource, and inquires again of the Lord. To
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David’s faith, the command to go was, no doubt,
equivalent to a promise that the Philistines should
be delivered into his hand; but now, in consider-
ation of his timid followers inquiring a second
time of the Lord, the Lord repeats to him  the
direction to go, and accompanies it with the ex-
press promise, ‘‘ For 1 will deliver the Philistines
into thy hand.”

This overcomes the reluctance of his men; they
oo down to Keilah; and a great slaughter ()f the
Phlhstmes ensues. ¢ So David saved the inhabi-
tants of Keilah.”’

Verses 6-13 suggest considerations of the
deepest interest. ‘“ And it came to pass, when
Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to
Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his
hand.” .

Now, the ephod was that part of the high
priest’s garments in which were placed the Urim
and Thummim, by which guidance from the Lord
was obtained. This was the appointed, established
mode of seeking counsel from God. What claims
attention here is, that when the ephod is to be had,
David uses it; when it is not there, he can con-
sult God without it.  He despises not the ordered
way when it is available; nor is he so dependent
vpon the ordered means as to be unable, when
they are out of his reach, to consult God without
them. When the cphod is not there, he inquires
directly of God, as we have seen; when Abiathar
is there with the ephod he says, ‘‘Bring hither
the ephod.”’

Surely there is instruction here for us all. We
have means, advantages, helps, afforded us of God;
and when He does afford them, they are not to
be despised, but diligently and faithfully used. But
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neither are we so dependent on these, as in their
absence to be unable to have to do immediately
with God Himself.

What a precious boon is God’s written word !
How impossible, if we neglect it, to receive guid-
ance from the Lord! Who thdt believes it to be
God’s word, and is conversant with it can find
language in which to express its value. But sup-
pose we should lose our sight, or be imprisoned for
the truth, and refused the use of the Bible, should
we necessarily be deprived of instruction or coun-
sel from the Lord? God forbid. Its effect, when
we have it and use it, is to place us in His pre-
sence, and declare to us His mind. Deprived of
it, as in those cases, we should find Him better to
us than the book. Diligent in the use of means
when vouchsafed, faith can reckon upon God Him-
self when they are withheld, well knowing that
He never withdraws the means, except when He
would cause the soul to know His sufficiency above
and beyond, and, when it plea%s Him, even apart
from ‘them all.

David’s inquiries of the Lord served him better
than any number of scouts and spies, to watch the
movement of his enemy and pursuer. “* Will Saul
come down, as Thy servant hath heard? ”’

““ And the Lord said, He will ccme down.”’

““Will the men of Keﬂdh deliver me and my
men into the hand of Saul? "’

““ And the LLord said, They will deliver thee up

Thus he escapes, as a bird from the snare of the
Towler. |

Verses 14-18 may not strictly bear on the sub-
Ject before us, that of Divine Guidance; but they
are too touching and instructive to pass without
notice. David was aware that Sau] sought him
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every day ; he needed comfort and encouragement ;
the Lord also knew his need, and sent Jonathan
Saul’s son, to supply it. A messenger from Saul’s
own house strengthens David’s hand in God.
‘“ Fear hot,”” says Jonathan, ‘‘ for the hand of Saul
my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be
king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and
that also Saul my father knoweth.”

Alas for jonathan' He was correct in all his
anticipations except one. Saul’s hand never did
find David ; David did become king over Israel; but
jonathan himself instead of being next to David,
fell ingloriously with Saul on the mountains of
Gilboa !

NOthlno could be more beautiful than Jona-
than’s IO\e to David; but it never broke the links
which actually united him to his father’s house.
It never led him away from his kindred and his
home to be the companion of David’s exile; and
adhering thus to Saul, with Saul he perished by
the hand of the Philistines.

Verses 19-29 disclose to us the plotting of the
Ziphites to deliver David into Saul’s hand. When
they offer to do this, Saul says, ‘‘ Blessed be ye of
the Lord; for ye have compassion on me.”’

Saul could use the name of the Lord as well as
David, and when this is the case, very simple faith
is needed, faith which looks directly to the Lord.
In the present day you will often hear it said,
““ There are so many parties, all claiming the sanc-
tion of the Lord’s name, and of God’s word, while
differing among themselves that we know unot
which p'ath to take.’

What is the remedy in such a easep

Nothing but the faith which puts the conscience
in the Lord’s presence, as having to do im-
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mediately with Himself. Saul may talk about the
Lord; but David had to do with Him. And when
the plots and treachery of his enemies seemed
ripe for success (Saul on one side of the mountain,
David on the other, and David fleeing for fear of
Saul), just at this juncture a message 1s brought
to Saul that the Philistines have invaded the land,
and he is obliged to let go his prey.

This was not Divine Guidance of David’s
course ; but it was interposition on behalf of the
one who had sought Divine Guidance as to each
detail of his path. A path in which we are thus
led of the Lord may seem to terminate in difh-
culties from which nothing can extricate us. But
it is in appearance only. If there be no way
through the circumstances, the lord can act in
providence, and remove the circumstances al-
together. Happy indeed to be under His care!

But while it is for our comfort to see how God
can thus use providential circumstances, let us be-
ware of taking providence for our guide. A most
important lesson as to this is afforded by chapter
xxiv.  Providence places Saul completely in
David’s power. David’s men would have had him
regard this as guidance from the Lord : ‘‘ Behold
the day of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold,
I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that
thou mayst do to him as it shall seem good unto
thee.”’ |

How often is this argument employed! How
often do Satan, worldly minded friends, and our
own worldly minded hearts say, ‘‘ See, the Lord
has now given you the opportunity to do so and
so.”’

But let us beware. Providence had given David
the opportunity to destroy Saul, as his men
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thought; but what was the estimate David’s faith
formed of the circumstances? He read them aright.
He saw in them the opportunity for faith to forego
the opportunity of fighting his own battle or de-
livering himself by his own hand. |

Precious and solemn lesson for us! The oppor-
tunity to do anything is no indication of its being
the Lord’s will that we should do it. It may, or
may not, be the Lord’s will. His word, under-
stood by His Spirit’s aid and tea(,hmgr, must settle
that . The opportunity of doing 1t may be, and
often is, the opportunity of faith to say, * No; 1t
1s not my Lord’s will; it would not do for my Lord’s
olory; and no onportunity shall tempt me away
from the path of simple obedience to Him.”’

The Lord makes us wiser in all His ways! And
let us not forget His words, ‘“ If any of vou lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
liberally and Upbl‘did(ﬂth not, and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in falth nothmg wav ermcr
(J’UTIGS 1.5, 6.) |

Medntatnons on the First Epistle
of dJohn.

- XIII.

- DAM sinned against law; it was a sin unto
~death. But Cain sinned against the remedy

for sin. This’is the thing noticed in Acts. It is

not “ye sinners,” but “ye despisers,” despisers
of God’s remedy. What can God do further,
when vou have despised the remedy which He
has found for sin? This is sin against the Holy
Ghost, which cannot be forgiven. In Hebrews
X. we have' it again: “Of how much sorer
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN. 11

punishment, suppose ye shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of
God, and hath counted the blood of the cove-
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing.” (v. 29.) |

This is not ecclesiastical, but personal. It is
not your sin that proves your ruin, but your des-
pising the remedy. Some think this is ecclesias-
tical; I do not, for I do not see that John enters,
In any wise, into Church matters.

All unrighteousness is sin. (v. 17.) This guards

your making light of wunrighteousness, even
when it is not unto death. A wholesome exhor-
tation, but a grave conclusion !
- Then again we -get the undefilableness of the
new nature. {v. 18.) The wicked one has neither
commerce nor conversation with him; he is
morally out of his reach. The wicked one can
touch you, but not your new nature. It was not
so with Christ. He could predicate of His whole
nature what you can of your new  nature.
He could say that Satan had nothing in
Him; and so it was, from whatsoever point He
was tried. Satan sought to engraft evil, a moral
taint, but was foiled; there was “nothing ” for
him in Christ. You cannot, you would not, say
that of yourself, but you can say it of your new
nature, | a

- Here again Christ shines out in contrast to us,
and we gladly yield the pre-eminence to Him.
If you can say that your new nature is beyond
the reach of the wicked one, it is because you
owe that new nature to Him. You have vyour
old nature from Adam, but your new nature
is of and from Christ, and is, Itke Him, -undefil-
able. | "
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The world, as we have said, is that thing which
is nurtured, framed, and educated by the wicked
one, and which lies in his bosom. It came into
life by his lies, and 1s supported by them. . But
we are in God. The truth has separated us from
the world, and given us an understanding that
we may know Him that is true. (v. 20.) .

Read v. 20 with the eighth chapter of John's
Gospel, and you see there the wondrous argu-
ment that your understanding must be prepared
to know Jesus. “Why do ye not understand my
speech? ” He said. “Even because ye cannot
hear my word” (v. 43.)

The Jews were worse than Nicodemus asking,
“How can a man be born again?” Incom-
petency is worse than ignorance,

Brief Explanations of the
Parables of the New Testament.

HE SOWER {(Matt. xiii. 3) is the result of
the word sown in the heart, with the forms
of evil which hinder its bringing forth fruit.

THE Tares (Matt. xiii. 24) gives us the history
of the kingdom of heaven during the absence of
the Son of Man till His return, the harvest in-
cluded. Or the result of the sowing of the Son of
Man in the world, at the close of the carelessness
of man, who allowed Satan also to sow.

THE MusTARD SEED (Matt. xiil. 31) is the out-
side appearance of power taken by Christendom.

TuE Leaven (Matt. xiii. 33) dissemination, with-
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in the limits permitted by the LOU.I’ISQ]& of God, of
an external doctrine, -

These last three parables were spoken before
the world.

The thre- parables which follow give thoughts
of Christ communicated to His disciples.

THE Hippex Treasure (Matt. xili. 44.)—Christ
buys the world, which in itself i1s worth naught,
in order to have the treasure which God had hid-
den, and which He saw there. |

ToHE PEARL or Grear Price (Matt. xiil. 45.)—
The Spirit of Christ apprehends the moral beauty
which God has set in the Church, and will have it
at any price.

THeE Ner (Matt. xiii. 47.)—The result of the
gospel in gathering things of every kind, good
and bad, which are separated and those ‘which
are oood are put into vessels.

ln the parables of THE Tares and THE NET it is
the angels who separate the grood from the bad,
in giving effect to judgment. It is they also who
put that which i1s good into the vessels and into
the barn.

TuE L.ost SHEEP ; THE l.osT PircE oF MONEY;
THe Proboicar; (Luke xv.)—The grace of God,
which saves a sinner, i1s far more precious than
the justice of God, which would recognize a just
person, if such there were.

These parables of THE Lost SHEEP, THE LosT
Piecr or SiLver, and Tur Probicari Sox, show
us the grand principle of action of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost.

The first 1s the Son, the Good ghepherd who
seeks and saves the lost sheep, the sinner.

The second is the Spirit acting by the Truth.

The third 1s the effect of the Holy Spirit-in the
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heart, and the reception, by the Father, of him
who is thus brought back.

The first two are pure grace, inasmuch as they
speak of the sovereign action of God on an object
which is entirely passive.

The third is the manifestation of that grace to
one drawn from a career of sin.

THE PrriLEss SkrvanTt (Matt. xviil, 28.)—The
Jews, refusing grace to the Gentiles, have re-
mained under their own guilt; or,

1. The grand principle of pardon to the indi-
vidual; 2. Prophetically; the Jews having been
pardoned the death of Christ; but, having re-
sisted grace to the Gentiles, suffer the conse-
quences of the rejection of Christ. As Paul said,
when speaking of the Jews, ‘‘ Forbidding us to
speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, to
fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come
upon them to the uttermost’’ (1 Thess. ii. 16.)

THeE HousenoLper (Matt. xx. 16.)—The prin-
ciple of grace and divine sovereignty, appled to
the labours of the faithful when considered as
servants; the reward. In order to understand
this parable, chapter xx. 16 and chapter xix. 30
must be compared together. The parable of chap-
ter xx. is a guard against the abuse which the
flesh would make of what Christ had said of the
recompense for giving up all that a man has, at
the end of chapter xix: |

Tue Fic Tree Cursep (Matt. xxi. 19.)—This
is an historic fact. [t is a judgment of the Jewish
nation, as a tree, that it should no more bear fruit.

Tue Two Sonxs (Matt. xxi. 28.)-~Those who
pretend to a righteousness of their own in con-
trast with sinners. | R

Tue Mex orF THE VINEYARD (Matt, xxi. 33.)—
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The conduct of the Jews toward the prophets and
Christ, and the divine judgment thereupon.

Tor MARRIAGE oF THE KING's Son (Matt. xxii.}
Invitation addressed first to the Jews and then to
the Gentiles, In Luke xiv. 16, the poor are intro-
duced in contrast with the rich; but, to be recog-
nized as a guest, we must of necessity put on
Christ. - |

Tue UnrartHFUL SeErvant (Matt. xxiv. 45.)—
The ministry of the Church as to its responsibility,
and a warning, that, to defer the thought of
Christ’s return leads to unfaithfulness and judg-
ment. |

Tre Ten Vircins (Matt. xxv.)—While Christ
prolongs His absence, the whole Church loses
the idea of His return, and slumbers; but the cry
of His return breaks its slumber, -and those who
have the Holy Ghost are separated from the
others. The judgment depends upon the lack or
possession of grace. |

THE Tavents (Matt. xxv. 14.)—This parable
judges responsibility according to the use of gifts
received. In this parable, in Matthew, that which
specially has prominence is the sovereignty of
God ; in Luke it i1s more peculiarly the responsi-
bility of man (Luke xix. 18.)

Tue Piece or New CrotH Put InTO THE OLD
- (Matt. ix. 16).—Jesus gives two reasons why His
disciples did not fast: the first is, His presence
with them; the second, that it is impossible to
give new force to old habits and old traditions.

Tae Goop SamariTan (Luke x.) is the spirit of
grace, which, acting in' us, makes every one to
be our neighbour. The priests and Levites were
the persons who should have represented God, but
love was wanting. Jesus perfectly did so.
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Tne Servant Founp Warcnine {(Luke xii.
3D, etc.)—The Church, if faithful, will be set over
all that Christ has. Faithfulness during the
absence of Christ rewarded with the enjoyment
of all that He inherits.

Tur BARREN Fic TrREE (Luke xiii.)—1It is Christ
who stays the judgments of God on the Jewish
people by His intercession; but, His labour being
without response, He leaves the people to the
course of the judgments. The fig tree (Jews)
being rejected, the mustard seed (professing
Church) takes its place.

Tue UnraitHFUL STEWARD {Luke xvi.)—DMan
having lost, by his unfaithfulness, the »ight to
dispose of the creatures of God, yvet still enjoying
the power of doing so, is invited, by grace, to the
mansions on high, which are God’s.

Tae Ricu Max anp Lazarus (Luke xvi.)—
This parable casts the light of the world to come
on the circumstances of the present world, in order
that we may judge morally.

Tue ImporTUNATE Winow (Luke xviii.}—God,
who apparently delays, executes judgment in the
end, for those who wait on Him. This specially
applies to the Jewish residue in the last day.
When Christ comes, man will not expect to find
Him at His return an avenger.

Jesus THE TrUE VINE (John xv.)—]esus, as the
true Vine, takes the place of the Jewish nation
(Isa. v.) |

THE DOOR AND THE SHEPHERD (John x.)—]Jesus,
fulfilling all that God had said of the Messiah,
enters by the door, which is Himself, and which
is set forth as the sole way of entrance : thus He
becomes the door for all His sheep.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright. even words
of truth”” (Eccles. xii. 10).

(7

By,

‘“We are always Confident.”

“ Now He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing
is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the
Spirit. Therefore we are always confident, knowing that,
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the
Lord : (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are con-
fident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and 1o be present with the Lord. Wherefore we
labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of Him ”’ (2 Cor. v. 5-9).

HAT God has wrought i1s enough to war-
rant every believer in the Lord Jesus
having the {fullest confidence in Him.

There is not the least excuse for fear or mistrust.
¢ kvery need has been met, and every necessity
provided for. There is not a state of soul, not
©a step of the way the believer is called to pass,
,that has not been antlupated God has been for
Sus in His counsels and ways in Christ, and always
‘will be for us. Not only has He redeemed us from

ARTER. 13, Paternoster Row, London. E.C. 4.
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sin, and Satan, and death, and rescued us from
this present evil-age, but He has redeemed us unto
Himself, unto eternal glory;  predestinated us to
be conformed to the image of His Son, who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned
like unto His glorious body, according to the power
whereby He is able even to subdue all thmgs unto
Himself, | -

Christians in the apostles da}s knew these
things; hence they could say, ‘“We are always
confident.”” Like other men they had every now
and then something to humble them; but this
did not shake their confidence in God. Paul.
speaks of fightings without and fears within, of
his having been so tried with troublous circum-
stances as to be pressed out of measure and above
strength; but this did not shake his confidence
in God. Whatever might be the difficulties of the
path, the workings of Satan to hinder, or the fail-
ure of the saints, still he could sav, “We are always
confident.”’

It is well to see this, and to learn from Scrip-
ture the true secret of abiding confidence. It is
clear that if this confidence on the part of Paul
had been grounded on what he was, or felt, or
experienced, or wrought, it would have been verv
. changeable; for of whom could it have been said,
but of the blessed Lord Himself, that he changed
not? If this confidence had been based on Paul’s
success in his ministerial labours it would have
greatly fluctuated; for if at one moment he had
difficulty in restraining some from worshipping
him as a god, at another moment they tried to
stone him to death. The Christians who at one
time were ready to pluck out their eyes for him,
at another counted him as their enemyv. Many
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who once walked with him in brotherly affection
and confidence afterward turned away from him.
But with all these changes, he could still look up,
and say, ‘** We are always confident.”’

Paul was contemplating eternal realities when
he wrote these words. He knew that his earthly
tabernacle was a tent, and had the sentence of
death on it. He felt that he was a sinner, chief
of sinners; and that as a saint he was less than
the least, and not meet to be called an apostle.
But he knew whom he had believed. He knew
the blessedness of the fact that Christ was
delivered for his offences, and raised again for
his justification. He gloried in the cross. He
‘rejoiced in having redemption, and being made
nigh to God in Christ Jesus, and through His
blood. He triumphed in an already accomplished
work; so that when a question suggested itself
to him as to the security of the believer, his
answer was, ‘‘ It is Christ that died, yea, rather
that is risen again; who is even at the right hdﬂd
of God; who also maketh 1ntercesq10n foz‘ us.
(Rom. viii. 34.)

These are realities on which the soul can rest,
and they are enough to give the surest ground of
confidence.  No marvel, therefore that the
apostle expressed himself thus: “ We know [not
we hope, but we kNow | that if our earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
-building of God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. v. 1).

Blessed confidence! The triumph and lan-
guage of faith; the utterance of a soul at perfect
‘ peace with God.” (Rom. v. 1). There is no
“if 7’ here; but it is the expression of full rest
and unquestionable hope. It is a soul declaring
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that it has everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace.- _ _

But more than this. He goes on to say, ‘'Now
He that hath wrought us for the self-same thing
1s God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of
the Sbmt ’

This is more than forgiveness, or even accept-
ance; it is the consciousness of having received
already part of the eternal possession; the Holy
Ghost having been given as the abiding Com-
forter, the Earnest of all the glories that are to
follow. Paul knew that, as a believer, he was
‘““ sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, the
earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of
His glory.” (Eph. 1. 14). He was therefore
already in the enjoyment of part of the blessings
that the precious blood of Christ had secured for
“him. That is why he could joyfully say, ‘‘ There-
fore we are always confident.”’

What more, 1 would ask, can the believer have
to assure him of his eternal security, and of the
certainty of being for ever in heavenly glory, than
the present possession of the abiding Comforter?
Blessed fruit this of the redemption work ot
Jesus! Glorious gift to the sons of God! for
surely the Holy Spirit could not dwell in an
unpurged temple. What could He have to seal
on the heart of a sin-stricken soul who has fled
to Jesus to escape the wrath to come but the
infinite value, cleansing power, ‘and sanctifying
efficacy of the precious blood of Christ? And to
whom could He possibly be ‘‘ the Earnest’’ but
to the heirs of God and the joint-heirs with
Christ? (Rom. viii. 17.) .

The subject here, then, is the security of the
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believer. 'The truth opened up 1s the ground of
his present and everlasting rejoicing in Christ.
How blessed! What dishonour to the Lord it
would be for a believer to be fearing and question-
ing his eternal safety, when such an unquestion-
able warrant for continued confidence is spread
out before him in the Scriptures of infallible
truth ! S

It is clear, then, that the faithful and unchang-
ing love of God is the one sutncient ground of
being ‘“ always confident.”” Creatures cannot be
trusted; every cistern becomes broken; every
gourd withers; death is stamped on every thing
we see; the most devoted saint knows that he is
full of imperfections; experiences are ever vary-
ing; frames and feelings alter continually; but
God changes not. He abides faithful. He cannot
deny Himself. His mercy endures for ever. His
word will never pass away. He delivered up His
beloved Son that we might live through Him;
and Jesus having finished the work, which it was
God’s will He should do, God raised Him from
the dead, and exalted Him to His own right hand.
In heaven He now appears for us, pleads for us,
shepherds us, blesses us, and unceasingly cares
for us. |

Well mayv we worship the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort; well may we sing, ‘‘Bless
the Lord, O my soul! and all that is within me,
bless His holy name !’ (Ps. ciii. 1.)

‘“ Secured in Christ, their Head on high,
The saints below may boldly cry,
Praise to our God! Amen !
To God in Christ all praise be given;
For evermore, on earth, in heaven.

Amen! amen! amen!?”’
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Meditations on the First Epistle
of dohn.-

X1V,

HIS is what the Jews betray, incompetency,
to understand Jesus. He says to them,
“You do not understand my words; my

very language ig that of a barbarian to you.”

It is not alone that the natural man wants a
lesson; he wants faculty also to understand.
This is a solemn conclusion to this epistle, though
it magnifies the grace of God. Nothing ex-
hausts love; love never fails. Is anything too
hard for the Lord? Is anything too great to €x-
pect from Him? If I can say this of His power,
why cannot I say it of His love? Can I expect
too much of His love? Never! So when He
finds me incompetent, darkness around and dark-
ness within, He turns both into light. Other-
wise the mission of the Son of God has not been
answered. But He hath given us an understand-
ing; and now you are debtors to Him for every-
thing, for the lesson and the understanding. It
is just what you would like to be, and that for
cever @ ‘° A debtor to mercy alone.”

In conclusion, I would observe that just as
Jesus honoured the Father, so the Spirit honours
Jesus. When Jesus speaks .of the Father it is -
to hide Himself behind Him. “That they might
know Thee, the only true God.” (John xvii. 3.)
So the Spirit delights to look at the Son, and say,
“This is the true God, and eternal life.” (v. 20.)
It is very beautiful to study the economic
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places of the Father, Son; and Holy Ghost. The
Son honours the Father, and the Holy Ghost
honours the Son; and in worship of this name we
stand, the name in which we have been baptized.

Verse 21 is often used in a very poor, feeble,
moral way, as if it were to warn against going
after the world. True, the love of money is
idolatry, but the thought here is higher. Go,
fashion to yourself all the attributes of beauty,
excellence, and wisdom, and mould them into a
deity; adorn it as you please with every grace;
it 1s but a creature of your own imagination. Your
idolatry may be more refined and theistic than
the worship of Jupiter or Juno, but if it be not
the God who has revealed Himself in Christ
whom you worship, you are but an idolater after
all. “

Let us now glance over a few of the leading
characteristics of this epistle, as we have spoken
of them:.

1. We have God as “Light” and “love ” in
contradistinction to Satan’s lie in Eden.

2. Then we have Christ as the manifestation
of truth, that Eternal Life which was with the
Father. He came into the world freighted with
truth, and went back to heaven freighted with
salvation! Glorious journey that was, and {ull
revelation. |

3. The Spirit, too, has here one peculiar, de-
fined character : it is “Unction.” Other charac-
ters He has elsewhere mentioned, ts “Seal,” and
“Earnest,” but here He waits on Christ as the
Spirit of Truth. |

The truth of God was to be manifested,
and the Spirit of God waited on the ministry, and
made it the happy possession of our souls.
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4. Then we have the world formed by the lie of
the Serpent, and nourished by its vitalizing,
kindling power.

5. We have the new undefilable nature, and
we have the new life, neither committed to us,
nor maintained, but drawn from an indestructible
Source. | -

6. This brings us to victory. The new life
being a divine principle, is of necessity vic-
torious. You are often defeated; faith never is;
unbelief is made a fool of, faith never. “This is
the victory,” etc.

7. Lastly, we have tests. “He that doeth not
righteousness,” etc., etc. Do you like these
tests? Would vou not have the divine nature
produce in vou its proper fruits? It must prove
itself in you, as in Christ, shining forth in right-
eousness and love. We have God, Christ, the
Spirit, the new nature, the victory of faith, and
tests.

It is well to muse a little over these things, this
wondrous treasury. You are not with the
Church, but with God. It is blessed to walk with
saints; there are duties we cannot fulfil apart
from them; it is precious to be with the people
of God; but after all the great thing is to be with
Himself. The Lord grant that we mav know
and prize His company. Amen.

The more deeply I feel the action of ihe word
of God in my own heart, the more I shall feel
and exhibit its formative influence upon my entire
course, character, and conduct.

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

The Walk of the Christian.
. |

FTER the great and fundamental question
A of salvation, in other words, the certainty

that we are sheltered from judgment, and
pardoned, and that, ‘ having been justified on the
principle of faith, we have peace with God,’” there
arises another question of the greatest import-
ance, whether as regards the glory of God or as
regards our own enjoyment of His favour in real
communion.

This question is that of our walk; our walk,
that is, as redeemed sinners cleansed by the blood
of Christ; surrounded by a weorld at enmity with
God, and that ‘‘lieth in the wicked one’’; in
the mudst, too, of wvaried circumstances neces-
sarily connected with our existence in this scene
and with the fact of our being in a state of weak-
ness, having the flesh within us, and subject to
the attacks and snares of the enemy of our souls.

Having been delivered from the burden of our
sins, having escaped the threatened judgment,
what life should we henceforth lead?

Christian life, whether in outline or in detail,
1s portrayed for us in the Epistles. Let us take,
for instance, that which Paul desired for the
Colossians : ‘“ That ye might be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding ; that ve might walk worthy
of the Lord unto al] pleasing, being fruitful unto
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge
of God; strengthened with all might, according
to His glorious power, uato all patience and long-
suffering with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the
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Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in light.”” (Col
1. 9-12.) |

In this same epistle the apostle exhorts the be-
lievers in these words: ‘“ Put on, therefore, as
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mer-
cies, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffer-
ing ; forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel against any :
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called
1 one body: and be ye thankful.”” (Col. iil.
12-15.) ,

We might cite many other passages; such as
Rom. xii. ; 1 Thess. v. 14-18; 1 Pet. i. 13-22, etc. ;
and add to them the one that sets forth the ex-
alted level to which the Christian’s walk is raised :
“‘ Be ye therefore followers [more literally imita-
tors] of God, as dear children, and walk in love,
as Christ has loved us’’ (Eph. v. 1-2.)

We can also see how the Christian walk 1i1s
traced out in the details of reciprocal duties aris-
ing from various earthly relationships; and this
not merely by a law that regulates external acts,
but according to a power which penetrates to our
thoughts and innermost feelings at all times.
‘Christian walk ought to be the manifestation of
the life of Christ. The believer is no longer his
own ; all is done for the Lord; all has reference
to Him,

But how can this life be actually realised?
How is it possible to walk as Christ did? (1 John
. 6.) In a case of real conversion where there
has been a deep conviction of sin, in the first
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ardour of a soul who has found the Saviour, full
of joy and fervour; guided (so to speak) by the
instinct of the new life given, the young believer
 seizes with avidity upon the fact that he is no
longer his own, and has no longer to live for him-
self. He only sees this, he only thinks of the
One who has set him free, and of the salvation
that has been given him; his heart overflows, and
he desires neither to think nor speak of any but
the Saviour. -

~ In most cases this time of joy does not last
long. There are seen, alas, Christians who, after
these first moments of great happiness, when they
ran well (Gal. v. T), cool down by degrees, and
fall into a kind of indifference. They content
themselves, as regards their conduct, with certain
religious observances, and with a simple code of
morality much on a par with respectable people
of the world; a very faint carrving out of the life
of Christ, if indeed it can be called such at all.
What is sadder still, some others, leaving Christ
and His glory on one side, eventually go on as if
their thoughts were confined to the things of the
earth. (Phil. iii. 19.) These are the objects of
their thoughts, and occupy their hearts and their
lives. In this kind of life there are even some
who, to excuse their shortcomings, which often
expose them to the world’s censure, claim that
they are not under law but under grace, thus nul-
lifying grace.

The words of Peter in his second epistle might
be applied to both the above-named «classes:
““ Blind, and cannot see afar off, and have for-
gotten that they were purged from their old sins.

(2 Pet. 1. 9.)

I'rom a Christian there is surely something
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more required than the respectability and mor-.
ality current in the world; there should be above
all the hatred and horror of sin, which is inexcus~
able in a Christian; there should be that love of
holiness which results in a complete separation
from evil to the glory of Christ.

On the other hand, persons may be encountered
who, after conversion, have their consciences and
spiritual senses exercised, are sober, and really
desire to serve the Lord in all respects. In many
cases, however, as the result of bad teaching,
they put themselves under law, and seek to reach
some visionary perfection. Sometimes they de-
lude themselves as to the precise point thev have
rcached ; but being usually sincere and sober per-
sons, thev discover with scrrow that sin is not
banished. Their efforts merely end in the demon-
stration of its existence within them, as also in
their impotence to conquer and get rid of it
They are consequently continually troubled, and .
even lose the assurance of salvation, which they
make to depend on their walk, and they cry out,
““ O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver

- 2}

me ?

Now, after all, what should be the wallk
of one redeemed bv Christ? Should it not be a
path of holiness, righteousness, truth and love?
For the new man has been put on, created accord-
ing to God in righteousness and sanctification of
the truth. The redeemed one is called upon to
walk in love. How, then, can one walk in this
path while here below?

As to the holiness to which we are called the
Word is very explicit. (1 Thess. iv. 7). In the
first place there is the fact that, as believers, we
are sanctified, set apart by the Spirit, by the
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Word, and by blood, and that before God we are
holy and without blame in Christ. (Eph. 1. 4.)
He is our sanctification. On the other hand, the
-necessity of practical holiness is no less pressed in
Scripture, so that there may be a walk to the
glory of God in every detail of our lives. *‘As
He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
n all manner of conversation; because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”” (1 Pet.
15-16.)

But we find out (and the Word of God records
‘the fact, and indeed insists on it, 1 John i. 8),
that sin, the flesh, is always in us. How, then, can
‘we be delivered from the difhculty that the pres-
-ence of sin produces when we know that God con-
«demns sin? How, indeed, can we be delivered
from its power, so that it does not hamper our
walking in practical holiness, that is, in the entire
consecration to God of our whole being? (Rom.
xii, 1-2.)

To answer this question we must bear in mind
‘that the extent of the work of Christ was not only
that He underwent the judgment of God as bear-
ing our sins, and that we are pardoned sinners,
and justified before God. There is another side
-of this wondrous work, which completes the first,
and which has its bearing on our walk. We are
‘put in a new place before God.

Scripture teaches us that not only ‘¢ there is
‘now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus ' (Rom. viii. 1), and thus benefited by what
‘Christ suffered for our sins, but that we are also
delivered from sin which is in us, first, as to its
amputation, and then as to its power and its rule
.over us. |

How is this double deliverance effected?
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1. Scripture teaches us that not only Christ
died for us, but that we have died with Him,
and are dead to sin. (Rom. vi. 1-14.) Baptism 1s.
like a public declaration of the fact that we have
been buried. Now, it is only the dead that are
buried. To be baptised into Christ is the public
declaration that I have part in His death. Now,
at the Cross, sin (not sins, but sin) was condemned
in the person of Christ made to be sin for us,
who knew no sin”’ (2 Cor. v. 21.) * God, send-
ing His own Son in the likeness of quul flesh
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ”* (Rom.
viit. 3), dI‘ld. I, who by faith have part with Christ
in His death, know that sin, which is in me, has
been condemned at the Cross. I know that judi-
cially sin has come to an end beftore God as re--
gards its being imputed to me. Sins, the guilty
acts, the fruit or evidences of sin, may be par-
doned or remitted. But sin itself, a nature, a
corrupt .nature, cannot be pardoned, and can only
be destroved by death. |

Now, our old man, and all that it 1mphes, the
body of sin, all that made up our old nature, has.
been Cruciﬁed with Christ, so that the body of sin
has been destroyed, has come to an end judicially
before God. (Rom. vi. 6.)

The word of God is the ground of faith; the:
Lord Jesus Christ is the object of faith; God Him--
self is the source of faith. Seeing H1m who is
invisible is faith in excrcise; holiness is the fruit
of faith, and ‘“ It is written ' is the language of
faith. Is is by faith, not for faith, that we are-
justified. ] | |
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“One Thing is Needful.”
(Luke x 42.)

HE Christian’s path through this world is so
beset with dangers on every side, that a
right sense of his own weakness and great

responsibility will make him fear and tremble.
And justly so. But this will lead him, not to
despair, but to trust in the living God. Where
there is no proper sense of weakness and respon-
sibility, there can be no security for Christian
consistency.

Covetousness, pride, vain-glory, carnal ease,
self-indulgence, are some of the snares that
surround the path of worldly prosperity. And the
enemy watching our tendencies, knows how to
foster and increase them. Hence we may find
some who would strongly object to vain display
and self-indulgence, caught in the snare of covet-
ousness, and that under the plea of frugality, or
even humility. Adversity, too, has its snares.
There may be complaining, envy, and discontent,
along with our difliculties. |

But we dwell not on these; rather would we
turn to the remedy, by which we may be preserved
from every wile of the enemy. Nothing short of
personal communion with the Son, who is with
the Father, is adequate to raise the soul above the
dangers of prosperity and adversity, above self
and the world, above the association of nature,
and above all the attractions of earth.

The Lord in His great mercy teach us all these
lessons of faith, and enable us to manifest the
efficacy of His presence as enjoved amidst the toils
and trials of this world.
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““In Everything Give Thanks.”
(I Thess. v. 18).

I thank Thee, O Lord, for the' gift of affliction,
For wounding my spirit, for breaking my rest;

I bless Thee, O Lord, for the sweet benediction;
In love Thou hast done it; Thy way is the best.

I thank Thee, O Lord, for conflict, temptation,
For the harass of Satan, for weariness, pain;
In all Thou hast granted me strong consolation,
In all Thou hast shown me Thy love and my
gain.
1 thank Thee, O Lord, for my tears and my
Sorrow, -
For frequent chastisings, for uncertainty’s care;
Thy wisdom forbids me to boast of the morrow,
Thy goodness protects me ’'gainst every snare.
I pray Thee, O Lord, Thou still wilt uphold me;
Thou knowest my weakness; Thou ponderest
my way : ‘
Preserve me, support me, comfort and keep me,
Lest I should grow weary, or waader astray.
I thank Thee, O Lord, for the rest of Thy
presence !
Strong refuge! Sweet calm of my troublous
night !
Of heaven's own gladness and brightness the
essence ! | |
The glory 1 look for till dawns the true light.
I thank Thee, my Lord, for the gift ot affliction,
For wounding my spirit, for breaking my rest:
1 bless Thee, my Lord, for Thy love’s benediction;
In grace Thou hast wounded: Thv wav is the
best.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth”™ (Eccles. xii. 10).
N _ ' gy
Millennial Contrasts; or, The

Moral Power of
‘*the World to Come.”

(Hebrews ii. 5, vi. b.)

HAVE specially taken pleasure of late in con-

sidering the moral happiness of heaven and

of the Millennium ; for what a relief it must
be to be free of the selfishness and pride which
so spoils the pleasures of the heart now, and of
many and many a working of our impure and
& perverted nature; and Scripture, more largely
«<than we may suppose, gives us witnesses and
< examples of this character of heavenly enjoy-
= ments.
©  We know that great physical power or virtue
:wﬂl attend the commg kingdom of Christ. Then,
=as prophets sing, ‘‘the wilderness- shall rejoice

and blossom as the rose . . . . the lame shall

aternoster Row, London. E.C. 4.
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leap as an hart, the tongue of the dumb shall
'sing ’"; the wolf shall lie down with the lamb,
- and the leopard with the kid. Nature, in all its
< order, shall own the presence of the Lord. The
floods shall lift up their voice, the trees of the
- wood shall rejoice before Him. As creation has
already felt the bondage of corruption, it shall
then feel the liberty of glory. {Rom. viii. 21.)

It will be like the awakening of latent sensibili-
ties, like the sweeping of an exquisite instrument
by the touch of a master-hand. For it is the same
creation, the same vegetable and animal world
still, but under new authority. Let the sons of
God be manifested in their glory, let the Lord’s
holy mountain be established, and His knowledge
cover the earth as the waters do the sea, and
then the whole system, as thus pictured by the
prophets, shall spring forth into new conditions.

And so in man, when the powers of that com-
ing age take him for their subject. Let but the
glory appear, let but the passage be made from
““ this present evil world’’ into. ‘‘the world to
come,’’ and new principles will rise at once to
gild the scene, and give to all personal and social
life its richest enjoyments; that is, its moral en-
joyments. This will be the sweeping with perfect
skill an instrument of still finer workmanship; for
there are in the renewed mind latent qualities of
admirable texture and beauty. |

In its present condition it has to struggle with
nature, and to suffer sore let and hindrance from
the flesh. It is oppressed and encumbered by a
gross atmosphere which ever surrounds it; but it
has qualities inlaid in it of admirable excellence.
It has capabilities of acting, judging, and feeling
of the highest order, partaking, as we know, of
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““ the divine nature.’”’ (2 Pet. i, 4.) And let but
- the due power reach it and move it, and all these
latent sensibilities and faculties will be awakened.
Let but the presence of Christ address itself 1o
the renewed mind brought into the liberty of the
kingdom, and forms of moral beauty in purity
and benevolence throughout all personal and
social iife will be blessedly unfolded. It will not
be another <creation, but the same ‘‘new
creature ’’ in other conditions, all its powers and
affections finding their exercise in their native
air, and under their proper and undisturbed in-
- fluences. -

~Scripture, as I have observed, more largely
than we may suppose, gives us the witnesses of
this character of the virtues and enjoyments of
the kingdom. Some of them I will now look at
shortly. |

In Genesis xxi. 22-34, the father of Israel and
the Gentile are seen together, for a mystic
moment, as Israel and the nations will be in the
days of the kingdom. All is peace and good-will
between them. Questions which before had
divided them are settled. The ways of their
hearts, in, themselves and towards each other,
are all right. No grudging here, no provoking
there. All pure social affections and principles
adorn the scene of their intercourse, Abraham’s
grove makes the desert to blossom, and his altar
makes the earth a sanctuary; but his way with
Abimelech and Abimelech’s with him witness the
presence and power of right moral principles and
pure social affections, giving the moment its
highest character and richest enjoyments.

But how had it been with Abraham and Abime-
lech before? What was the moral of the scene
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when they last met? 1 need not speak of it; the
preceding  chapter, as we know, tells us. = But
what a change! The very same men are here
before us, the Abimelech and the Abraham of
chapter xx.; but what a change! How blessed
to think of it! No trespass now of defiling lusts,
no practising the skill of a guileful heart. The
scene 15 morally new, though the materials are
the same. Because, in principle, there has been
a passage out of ‘‘this present evil world’’ into
‘“ the world to come.”’ o

And so between [saac and another Abimelech.
It 1s of one character with this, and therefore [
nced not further notice it than as being another
happy witness of the moral virtue that there will
be in millennial days, when the atmosphere will
be cleared of its noxious humours which now so
dim and taint the whole social system. (Gen.
XXV1.) |

Exodus xviii. presents a kindred occasion.
The whole family in heaven and on earth are
there seen, holding high and holy communior,
and nothing of nature soils it. Jethro acts the
part of the heavenly visitor, Moses that of the
head and representative of the earthly people,
and the people themselves are there, waiting
upon him in full subjection, ‘““to enquire of
God,”’ and know ‘‘ the judgment of God "’ in their
matters. All is happy, from the highest to the
lowest, throughout this mystic millennial heavens
and earth; all is full of moral beauty and order.

And only remember of what materials such a
lovely scene is formed! The last time that
Moses and Zipporah were together, they parted
as in a rage ; the last time the people are seen and
heard,.it was murmuring again and again at the
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ways of the Lord, one after another. (Exod.
iv., xv.—xvii.) The same Moses, the same Zip-
porah, the same people; but morally how dif-
ferent ! The people enquire and obey, instead of
murmuring ; and Zipporah’s offence with her
““bloody husband ”’ ends in her bringing back
her children to greet and rejoice with her lord.

Is there to be in those coming days, as we
know there is, a transfiguration, and in the
heavenly places that which is now natural will
then be spiritual, and the corruptible will be
raised in glory? And is there to be then, in the
earthly places, as we know there is, the leopard
dwelling with the kid, and the child playing upon
the hole of the asp? And are such prospects
bright and animating? And shall these moral
transfigurations be left so? Is not the hope of
them bright and animating also, yea, unspeakably
so? Is it not deeply cheering to our spirits, that
such an air as this shall be breathed, when once
*“ the mount of God "’ is reached? (Exod. xviii. 5.)
Cloud and vapour gather over the road to it,
where now we travel; but the sunshine of purity
and love gilds the hill itself for ever and ever.
- But again; that generation in Israel which lived
in the closing days of David and in ‘the opening
days of Solomon gives us another witness and
example of the same mystery. As David was end-
ing' his reign, they carry themselves very badly.
Absalom had stolen their hearts from his father,
and Sheba, the son of Bichri, had headed them
against his king. And at the very end Adonijah
makes a party for himself out of them. The
whole moral state, with the exceptmn of a rem-
nant, is. forblddlng indeed.

But millennial days were at hand. The sceptre
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of the King of glory waves across the scene,
and there is virtue in it, strange and precious
virtue. Confusion and enmities cease. Roots of
bitterness are extracted from the soil. The
people are happy in each other’s happiness. In-
stead of Judah and Israel numbering each other
to the sword, ** Judah and Israel were many, as
the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating
and drinking, and making merry.”” Instead of
going again to the wood of Ephraim to battle,
they sit under their vines and fig-trees, calling
each other their nelghbour and none making
them afraid. The sword is turned into the plou(rhu
share, | may say, in more senses than one.
(2 Sam. xv.; 1 ngs 1v)

What comfort is there in all this? Pass but the
boundaries of the two worlds, leave man’s day
for the day of the Lord, and all this moral reno-
vation, with its thousand shrines and streams of
social happiness, will be known even in the place
where pride and selfishness now spoil, or at least
depreciate, all the pleasures of our hearts. |

And again in the mouth of another witness the
same joy is proved to us. The sight we get of
‘the holy mount’’ tells the same wondrous,
happy tale. (Mark ix. 1-8.}) There, the kingdom
shimes before us in its heavenly and earthly
 places. We see the progression of glory in some,
~and the wvision of it only in others. But no
grudging, no provoking attends this. Peter utters
the moral power of such a moment as this, for all
with him is gladness and benevolence, satisfac-
tion and unselfishness. And yet who was this
Peter? The man who shortly before, as at the
foot of that hill, had been an offence to the Lord;
resisting that very truth which the heavenly
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strangers, who now so ravish him, talk about;
savouring there of the things ‘‘ of men,’’ but now
so richly of those that be ‘““of God”! {(Luke
ix. 27-36.) .

And yet all this exquisite moral change in
Peter does not bespeak him so much as the virtue
of the place he was in. He wist not what to say.
All that, however, makes it only the more blessed
to us. For it is the presence of Christ that forms
him and fills him, making him thus the necessary
witness of its benevolence and joy.

And 1 ask, If the possession of glory, or even
the vision of glory, be thus to be desired, what
says the heart to this prospect of being freed of
its own selfishness, breathing elements which
gender love and purity like this?  Surely we are
now harassed by our corruption ; again and again
discouraged and depressed by the low condition
of the saints, the contrary sources into which
changeful tempers and passions are urging us; -
with jealousies that daily arise; heart-burnings,
debates, and whisperings. But all this is to end.
All this shall yield to the authority of all personal
and social virtues, as soon as ‘‘ the mountain of
the Lord’s house’’ is established. (Isa. ii. 2.)
‘“ Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall
not vex Ephraim.”” (Isa. xi. 13.)

It is this one feature, common to each of these
samples of millennial days, that has at this time
particularly attracted one. In each of these scenes
and illustrations there was so much of the work-
ing of perverted nature just before, but immedi-
ately on reaching the place of the power of the
day of the Lord, the purest and happiest prin-

ciples and affections adorn and animate every-
thing.
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Such 1s the moral power of ¢ the world to
come,’’ or in it, if we would rather that it were
so expressed, It is but a little while, and thus
shall it be. And happy to apply all this to our
own history. The very same brethren, who now
so often grieve one another, will ere long be
- sharers, yea, helpers, of each other’s joy. The
air of the kingdom, the presence of Christ, will
have such virtue accompanying it.

But then, I ask, can we indeed say that we
prize such a prospect of moral happiness as this,
which is to be ours in the presence of the Lord,
and not even now cherish that presence; and the
virtues of it in spirit? |

Surely we cannot. And though I have hinted
it before, I may just add, If the atmosphere of
the coming kingdom be thus a cure for corrup-
tion, how will it have power to mourish and
expand the virtues of the renewed mind? In the
Holy Ghost it will then unfold its affections and
faculties, as in its native air; the day-star, at
least in the heavenly places, will then have arisen
in the heart. (2 Pet. 1. 19.) | |

Horv delight in God, having Him always before
the face, leads to perfect delight and joy in God,
when His presence makes it full. Faithfulness,
internal and external, to God, in the midst of an
cpposing and perhaps oppressing world, leads to
righteous recompense of glory, and God’s pre-
sence in righteousness. Both are perfect in Christ,
and through.Christ the portion of the saints.
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"HAT is important to lay hold of by faith
is that I am dead to sin with Christ, for
God has declared ‘it. Christ, after being
made sin, has passed through death, has made an
end of sin, for ‘“ He that is dead is freed from
sin.”” (Rom. vi.. 7.) TFor no crime whatever can
a dead man be condemned. Christ has come, in
- the likeness of sinful flesh (there was no sin in
Him). He was made sin, and as such, was a sac-
rifice for sin. Thus sin in the flesh was judged
and condemned at the Cross. The sin that I find
in myself has been condemned, and in the sight
of God -has come to an end, and God no longer
condemns me on account of it.

To put the matter shortly, I was formerly in
the flesh as a child of Adam.  Sin was then in
me by nature. But now, having believed, I am
in Christ, who was made sin, and was a sacrifice
for sin. The condemnation due to sin thus no
longer exists for me. 1 have died even as Christ
died, to the old order of things, and I am no
longer condemned or brought into judgment by
its présence in me. This is an immense truth,
highly important for all of us to accept in all sim-
plicity ; more especially as regards those who are
troubled by feeling that sin, the corrupt nature,
is always in us. That nature is not dead, but I
am dead, and I know that if it is in me it is there
as a thmg both judged and condemned and that
I have to consider it so.

- 2. But it may be said, This does not prevent
sin showing its presence by deeds, and am I not
condemned for those acts? . How can 1 walk
without giving way to sin? No doubt if I give:
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way to the corrupt nature which is in me, and is
always seeking manifestation, I am guilty. The
question is now to know how to escape from the
rule or sway of sin. It is there, and the mere
fact of its existence does not condemn me, but its
activity, if I allow it to act. How can 1 be delivered
from its activity? The answer is the same as for
imputation. It can only be done by death.

In the sixth chapter of Romans we see that if
we have died with Christ to sin; if our old man
has been crucified with Him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, it is that we might hence-
forth not serve sin (v. 6) to which we are dead.
A dead person can do nothing. We are to con-
sider ourselves dead to sin, and no longer have
anything to do with it, nor it with us. [If it stirs
we must leave it aside, neither pausing to con-
sider or reason with it, but pressing forward.

In order to carry out this line of action we must
seize upon another aspect of the truth; that is, if
we are dead to sin, we are by no means dead
before God. In reality, if we have part with
Christ in His death as regards sin, we also have
part with Him in His life as regards God. (Col.
ii. 20, iii. 1). Christ has been raised from among
the dead by the glory of the Father. (Rom. vi. 4.)
He went down into death enduring the penalty
of our sins, and as a victim for sins. But God,
fully satisfied, has not left His Son in the grave.
In His glorious power, and as Father, He has
raised from the dead the Son who had glorified
Him by obedience. It was an act of divine
righteousness. (John xvi. 10.) Christ has thus
entered into the power of a life new and eternal.
He dieth no more, death hath no more dominion
over Him. "He died unto sin once for all. He
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liveth unto God, and that for ever. (Rom.
vi. 9, 10.) And we, identified with Him in the
likeness of His death, being dead to sin, enter
with Him, like Him, upon a new life ** so that as
Christ was raised up from the dead . . . so also
we should walk in newness of life”” (Rom. vi. 4);
life beyond the reach of death, of sin,-of judg-
ment, and of Satan’s power.

So we are identified with Christ in HIS death,
and have done with the old man. We are now
identified with His present life. He liveth to
God ; and this is the ground of our walk in new-
ness of life; as it is written: ‘“ So that like as
Christ was raised from among the dead . . . we
should walk in newness of life.”’

Note well it is not said, ‘‘ We ought to walk,”’
as if a law were laid down; but it is a result of
our identification with Christ. Normally it can-
not be otherwise, and should not be in practice.

We would point out that we are not looked
upon in Romans vi. as risen with Christ, as we
find in Colossians iii., but only as identified with
Him to walk in ‘‘ newness of life.”” It is no
longer the life we lived when sin had sway over
us, but a new manner, a new method, of life, It
is a life according to God, before Him and for
Him. Our resurrection (that of our bodies) is
put before us as future, entirely a result of our
identification with Christ. ‘‘ For if we be dead
with Christ we believe we shall also live Wlth
Him.”’ (v. 8.)

So that even as Christ lives in a life free from
sin, which He took upon Himself, we are also
there with Him to live no longer to sin but to
God. We have passed from one state to another,
~we have to apprehend by faith that vital exhorta-
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tion, the result of our identification with Christ :
‘““ Reckon .ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto-sin, but alive unto God through [esus Christ
our Lovd.”” It is the basis and starting-point of
our walk as Christians.

Now what really is the Consequence of what the
Apostle has just established? ‘¢ Let not sin there-
fore reign in your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin : but yield yourselves unto God as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not
under the Jlaw, but under grace.”” (Rom.
vi. 12-14.) Sin, while reigning in our mortal
bodies, makes us yield to the lusts of the fiesh,
and uses our members to do evil. The ear is
pleased at that which flatters our senses and
imagination, and listens to seductive and impure
words, foolish talking or jesting. (Eph. v. 3, 4.)
The eve is caught by that which shines, by that
which produces pleasant sensations, or by un-
seemly things which cause envy in the heart.
The mouth is used by sin for talk that may be
either idle, false, flattering, backbiting, scanda-
lous, or even blasphemous. (James iii.) The feet
carry us whither we should not go, into the midst
of the world, amongst mockers and profane
people. Our hands become the tools of unright-
eousness, violence, or even death. (Rom. iii.
13-16.) B

Thus it is that sin, reigning over man, makes
his members carry out all kinds of iniquity. But,
on the one hand, if I am a Christian, being dead
to sin, if I reckon myself dead, I escape from its
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rule.” Can one have domimon over a dead person?
Can you make such a one do anything? While 1
reckon myself dead, sin will not reign over me;
I shall not -give way to it; and I shall not yield
‘my members to do evil, o

But there i1s another aspect of the truth. 1 am
alive, but 1n a new life, given me in grace, and
as identified with Christ; I am alive unto God.
As dead with Christ I no longer serve sin ; as alive
I serve God, I yield myself to Him, and those
same members that served sin, to do all kinds of
evil, become instruments of righteousness, given
up to God, to serve Him as He pleases. Marvel-
lous and happy change! | -

We may note in passing that unconverted souls
are often exhorted, ‘‘ Give yourselves to God.”
No doubt by this is meant, ‘* Be converted; turn
‘to God.”’ But the phrase may give the false mm-
pression that man is worth something, and can
do something in his own strength. To give my-
self T must have life, and to have this, 1 must
have believed that Christ died for me. Man would
give himself in order to live. The word of God,
on the contrary, says, ‘“ You are alive to God
in Christ Jesus; yield yourselves up to Him.”
‘The Christian, dead to sin, and living-to God,
finds himself put into the only real and happy
liberty where Christ has placed him in setting
him free. (See Gal. v. 1.) He can yield himself
- up to God to serve Him. Note the phrase ‘‘in
Christ Jesus,”” for apart from Him there is no
1ife for God, there is nothing.

- What says the law to us? ‘' Do this, and thou
shalt live.”’ Obedience to what is laid down is
the condition of life. But how can one act so as
‘to carry out the law if one has not life? or, even
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if life were possessed, strength should be lack-
ing? 1 try then to do what the law ordains, but
even if I reach abstinence from outward evil, 1
find within me envy, desires after forbidden
things, evil thoughts, bad feelings. I struggle in.
vain; sin is too strong. (See Rom. wii. 7, 8§,
15-23.) While I am under the law, sin dominates,
the strength of sin is the law. (1 Cor. xv. H6.)

T

Divine Grace in the Christian.
I. ' -
T 1s very striking to find that in every epistie
I of the Apostle Paul, with the exception of that
to the Galatians, he gives thanks unceas-
ingly to God for the saints to whom he writes,
remembering them in his prayers night and day..
His heart being with God, praise to Him is the
first thing that rises up; though afterwards he
may have to Instruct or rebuke or correct them
in his letters. The heart being thus with God
gets at that which God gives.

In the case of the Galatians they had apparently
got off the ground of justification by faith, so.
that the apostle stands in doubt of them; and yet,
alter he has expressed his feelings of perplexity
and sorrow at their state, we find his heart is.
still with God above the circumstances, enabling
him to say, *“ I have confidence in you through the
Lord.”” (Gal. v. 10.)

Now, this is just what we need in passing
through the world. We must go through it, and
God means that we should ﬁnd it a place of trial
and difficulty, that it may test our hearts, and teach:
us what He is to us under all.

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

THE WALK OF THFE CHRISTIAN, 47

[t is important, however, to remember that all
our exercises, I mean Christian exercises, follow
complete and finished redemption.  There are
exercises in Egypt before we know redemption;
~making bricks without straw, and the taskmaster’s
lash. But the Red Sea delivered God’s redeemed
for ever from Egypt, as we read in the song of
Moses : ‘‘ Thou hast led forth the people which
Thou hast redeemed : Thou hast guided them in
Thy strength to Thy holy habitation.”’ (Exod. xv.
10.) The wilderness journey is not contemplated
in this song. It is deliverance from Egypt, and
God setting the redeemed in His inheritance,

So with us.  Qur redemption in Christ has
delivered us from the world, and sin, and death,
and has brought us, in Christ, into the heavenly
places. (Eph. 1. 3.) But, as a matter of fact, there
1s the wilderness to go through. God might have
- brought them into the land by a short way, but
He led them round by the longer, ‘‘lest,”” as He
saild, ‘‘peradventure the people repent when they
see war, and they return to Egypt.”” (Exodus xiil.
17.)  He counts the hairs of their heads. He
thinks of what is best for them in every circum-
stance. After forty vears they find their clothes
have not waxed old, neither have their feet swelled.
They have not thought of this till the journey was
over; but their God had thought of their clothing
every day. He had never omitted to rain manna
upon them. True, He suffered them to hun-
ger and thirst, to humble them and prove them,
but only that He might supply their bread and their
water for them.  Through their unbelief they
would not go into the land at the end of two years,
and were turned back to wander thirty-eight years
longer in the desert. But God turned back with
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them, and took not away from them His pillar of
~cloud by day, nor His pillar of fire by night.

It is thus that God deals with us in all the trials
and difficulties of life. He means us to have trouble
and to feel the opposition of everything around
to the life He has given us. What, then, we want
is to have the heart living with God, and then we
shall have His mind about all our circumstances.
Do you suppose that, if Israel had been thinking
of God’s interest and care for them, they would.
have murmured as they did? Surely not.

I't does not matter what our troubles are. One
may have the care of God’s people pressing on him;
another the cares of the world; another, trouble
in his family.  Countless varietics of exercises
there are no doubt appointed by Him for His
people; but the answer to every trouble is having
the heart living with God above the circumstances.

If we turn to the state of the Thessalon-
ians, we shall see them bright and happy in the
midst of most terrible persecutions. There is no
epistle so happy as this. They are in what we
call their first love. The springs of divine affections
were bright in them. In the third verse we find
that ‘‘faith,”’ and ‘‘hope,’’ and ‘‘love,’’ those quali-
ties which constituted the full expression of grace
working in the Christian were active in them.
The apostle remembers their ‘‘work of faith,”
their “‘labour of love,”’ and their ‘‘patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ.”” (1 Thess. i.)

How far is it thus with you, dear friends?
It is a blessed thing to work for the Lord. It is
a great privilege to be allowed to have any service
for Christ; but how far is it with you a ‘‘work
of faith?” |
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UT what does grace say? 1 am told that
B Christ died for me; and much more, that
I am dead with Him, dead to sin that is

found within me; my old man having been
crucified with Him, From henceforth [ know
that, being under grace, sin is no longer my
master. [ am dead to that master; I have nothing
more to do with him; he has no rights over me;
I can and ought to treat him as a stranger.
}am under another ruler, who has set me frec
( from the law of sin and death, and has placed
me under the law of the spirit of life (Rom. viii. 2).
Now, this is not merely a doctrine one ought
to receive and believe in our intellects, and on
= which we can expatiate. It is more. What we
have been cxamining are realities for faith to scize
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upon, even- as upon the fact of being pardoned,
and they should have results on our hearts and
lives. They are intensely expertmental. To
reason upon them will not benefit our walk ut
all. Deliverance is a real thing, and one to be
realised. We are dead to sin and alive to God
in Christ Jesus. It is the precious privilege of
the Christian. Being under grace, sin has no
longer authority to rule over us. The word of
God savs so; I have only to bow to it, without
reasoning, but with thankfulness to God. ‘1
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord,’’ cries
the man who sees and bows to deliverance where
it 1s, namely, in Christ Jesus (Rom. vii. 25).

But how can we actually realize this death to
sin, this life to God, so that we may walk free
from the law of sin, ‘‘“ worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing,”” according to the exhortations He
has given in His word; pleasing Him whether
it be in things to avoid or in those to carry out;
in brief, acting so that our walk as Christians
may be one in true and complete separation from
evil, in a real and entire devotion to God?

In the first place, it is a fact that on believing
in Christ we are not only delivered from all the
guilt that burdened us, but that we have a new
life. We are alive unto God, but in a new nature;
newly born, born of water and the Spirit; and
in this new nature we live in a new life, which is
that of Christ in resurrection. We are the same
individuals, with the same bodies, our various
faculties, memortes, intellects, feelings and the
like; but a new life animates us, a life the fruit
of the Holy Spirit; it is life from God, the life
of Christ. It is obvious that we do not possess
this life apart from Christ; we have it in Him.
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Hence there is a new creation, a new man, with
fresh thoughts, fresh objects, fresh desires, fresh
affections, We have passed from death unto life;
it is no longer we that live but Christ lives in us,
and He is the Object of that life which we have in
Him.
- Now, to be in accordance with this life (of
which Christ in glory is the supreme Object), a
walk 1s required which manifests the life we have
received. If (as says the apostle), we are ‘‘bearing
always about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus ”’ {2 Cor. tv. 10); that 1s, if we constantly
realize in every place and in all circumstances
the fact that we are dead with Christ, 1t is that
-the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in
our mortal flesh.~ Now, ‘‘ he that saith he
abideth in Him ought himseif also so to walk
even as He walked ’” (1 John 1i. 6). In this new
life we possess the life of Jesus, which we have to
show forth here below. It is He who 1s our exam-
ple. His walk is the standard for ours, since He
it is who lives in us. It is His life we have to
manifest in our bodies; that is, in our conduct;
and this walk is infinitely above that prescribed
by the law; so that truly ‘ the righteousness of
the law may be fulfilled in us who walk not after
the flesh but after the Spirit’’ (Rom. viii. 4).
Such a path realizes true holiness; and the only
standard for real holiness is Christ. *‘* Every man
that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even
as He is pure ’* (1 John ii. 3).

But 1s this really possible, to walk as Christ
Himself walked? It is.beyond human capacity.
- Very true. As long as I seek within myself the
power of carrying out the life of Christ in my
walk, while T expect this of myself, even if I
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were a smcere believer, a soul born agam, I
should not reach the goal. Or if I think I have
reached it I delude myself. One must look away
from one’s self, and seek power elsewhere. As
Peter, when he left the ship, and walked on the
waves, began to sink directly his eyes failed to
rest on Christ, so if I look at myself I shall fail
But when Peter obeyed the voice of the Master,
and only looked at Him, he walked on the waves
without sinking, like Jesus.

In the same way, if our walk is to resemble
that of Christ, it is of the first importance that
we should not cease to have Him before our eyes
by faith. *‘* We all with open face beholding
as in a glass the glory of the Lord are changed-
into the same image '’ (2 Cor. 111 18).

But this is not vet all. To walk thus to the
alory of the Lord, to please Him in all things,
and bear fruit in every good work, we need
power. In me there is none. Where then can 1
find it? The power of life is the Holy Spirit
given to us. Paul prays that the [Ephesians
should be ' strengthened with might by His
Spirit ”’ (the Spirit of God) *‘ in the inner man”’
(Eph. iii. 16). He says again, *‘ If we live in the
Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit.””  And vet
again, *“ Walk in the Spirit, and ve shall not
fulfil the lusts of the flesh”’ (Gal. v. 25, 16). It
is by the Spirit that the deeds of the body are
mortified (Rom. viii. 13). It is the Holy Spirit
who reveals to us the things of Christ, who gives
us to contemplate His glory, and fills our hearts
with holy and divine thoughts (john xvi. 14;
2 Cor. iii. 18; Rom. viii. 5). He is thus the power
that separates us from the world and from our-
selves, and links us with Christ. Led on by Him,
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and strengthened by His great might, we reject
the enticements and works of the flesh, and He
‘Himself produces in us the blessed fruit : ‘* Love,
jov, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance ”’ (Gal. v. 22, 23).
That is why the apostle exhorts us to be ** filled
with the Spirit 7 (Eph. v. 18).

Having then realized that we are dead to sin
with Christ, and alive to God in Christ Jesus,
reckoning  ourselves to be dead to sin, which
(since we are under grace) has no longer dominion,
over us, being by the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus set free from the law of sin and
death, having a new nature, a new life {Christ
our life), life in Him, and the power of that life
the Holv Spirit, having before us, too, the perfect
example, Christ, whom we are to follow (1 Pet.
1. 21), and a divine object, Christ again {Gal. ii.
20}, now in glory, whom by faith we contemplate
with open face; having realized all these things,
what Js-lacking to prevent us ‘° walking worthy
of the Lord to all pleasing 7

Absolutely nothing. And if this be so, what
responsibility do not they assume who neglect
to apply themselves with zeal ‘‘ to be agreeable
to the Lord” by a walk like this; or who lower
the standard; or, again, excuse their {failures
because they claim to be ‘‘ under grace.” o

On the one hand, we should not put ourselves
under law, for it would be bondage and death;
we have to stand fast in the Iliberty wherewith
Christ thas made us free. On the other hand, this
liberty should not be used as allowing the flesh
to act. We have this freedom to give ourselves
up to God, ourselves, our members, our whole
being.
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Let us not therefore lower the standard of our
walk., It is high, no doubt, but it cannot be
less so, when we take into account our place in
Christ before God, our relationship to God, and
what we owe to the Lord who has redeemed us.
We ought to walk as Christ walked; we should
be ‘‘ blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation '’ (a testimony here below to the
glory of the Lord) ‘ shining as lights in the
“world *7; ‘“ holding forth the word of life,” not
only in words but in holy conduct and piety. We
are called to be nothing less than ‘“imitators of
(rod, as dear children” walking in love like
Christ (Eph. v. 1, 2). All this is positive, and
if God has said it, should we not take it
into careful and serious consideration? He has
also said, ‘° Whatsoever ye do in word or in
deed do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”” (Col.
1. 17). Have I any right to reserve something?
Does not this |exhortation] apply to my whole
walk as redeemed, a child of God, set free by
Christ?. .

Grace brings us into the fellowship of the Father
- and the Son, of that God who is light; and the
apostle says, ‘“These things write I unto you
that ve sin not.”” This is again very positive, [t
1s. a matter of walking without sinning. Can we
~be in fellowship with the Father and the Son
if we are going on in lightness, vain thoughts, in
conformity to the world, the satisfaction of our
own tastes, in our lusts? It is impossible. God
cannot tolerate such things. To enjoy the precious
privilege of His fellowship we must be altogether

His, and for Him.
Do not say, ‘* We cannot but fail of this.”
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The Word says, ‘‘ That ye sin not.”” One may
fail, alas! and in God’s grace there is a resource,
but one should not think that failure is neces-
sary. It would be in effect to say to Him, ** Thou
hast not given me all that is needed for me to
walk to Thy glory. Thou hast told me to be
Thy imitator, to walk like Christ, and Thou
knowest it is impossible.’”’

- Far be the thought. That which we have to
say to ourselves is, ‘‘ You should not fail.”” If
a man of the world sins he acts according to his
nature. But of the Christian it i1s said, ‘* Whoso-
ever 1s born of God doth not commit sin’’; the
new nature, the divine nature, in him cannot sin;
and he is to walk according to this new nature,
and to pay no heed to his old nature, the flesh
or sin, to which he is dead.

The Christian has *‘ put off the old man with
his deeds.”” It is not said ‘‘ ought to put off)”
but it is a thing done. He has ‘‘ put on the new
man,’’ and is not told he ought to do it. This
being so, it is the new man the Christian should
show forth. Hence the exhortation, ‘‘ Put on,
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, long suffering, forbearing one another,
and forgiving one another,”” all which things
are seen in Christ, the perfect example for the
new man. -

There 1s, therefore, the fact that the old man
has been put off with his deeds; he is no longer
seen ; the other has been put on, and is manifested
in the power of the Spirit. We read again, ‘‘They
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts,”’ not ‘‘ should do so,” ‘it is
a thing accomplished. And then living in the
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Spirit we walk by the Spirit, and bring forth the
fruit of the Spirit. |

Dear reader, let us seriously ponder that to
which we are called. It 1s to walk worthy of the
Lord, and suited to God. I.et us leave that so-
called Christianity without power, without living
reality, which is content with receiving doctrines
intellectually, and in practice goes no further than
the respectable world. Let us beware lest cccupa-
tion with material things encroaches on and stifles
our spiritual life, so that our walk comes short of
our calling, short of what the Lord desires of us.
Your enjoyment of the divine blessings and hopes
in feflowship with God arc at stake, the glory of
the Lord and the testimony we should render to
Him in this world arc concerned.

Is there not an immensely powerful motive i
the love of God for us, in the love of the Father
for His children, in the love of Christ for His
own, to induce us to walk thus, ‘‘ perfecting
holiness in the fear of God ’? Let us bear in
mind that if we have passed from death unto life
we have no longer to live for ourselves, but for
Him who, in His perfect love and grace, died
for us and rese again, so that now that He is
above He may be o living object for our hearts.

At the same time let us not forget that if we
have at heart that our Christian walk should be
such as the Word puts before us, we have need
of constant watchfulness and incessant praver.
The Word of God insists in several passages on
these two points, rendered necessary by our
feebleness and ignorance amid the temptations,
pitfalls and snares of. Satan, the allurements of
the world, the solicitations of our evil hearts.
Let us also not forget the urgent exhortation of
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the apostle to put on the whole armour of God
(Eph. vi.}, and these too : ‘‘Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly 7’ (Col. iii. 16); and, ‘* Grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ 77 (2 Pet. 1n. 18).
~In concluding the important subject we have
been considering, I would warn my reader
against a book that, under abstract forms, is
really subversive of real Christianity. 1t was
widely circulated, much praised and had an
alluring title, ** In His steps. What would Jesus
do? 7’ well suited to attract believers and serious-
minded persons who wished to walk to the glory
of the Lord. But without saving more of the Lord
this book 1gnored redemption by blood, the total
ruin of man, and would exhort to the imitation
of Christ souls not born again, Christians merely
tn name, and ignorant of what Christ has done
for them. |

How can those still dead in their sins follow
Christ and take Him  as their example? To
walk in reality, and not only in appearance, in
the foot-steps of Jesus one must first he alive.
Divine life is only for those who, as lost sinners,
have come to Christ, and have believed in the
necessity of His death to save them. The moral
character of our adorable Saviour 1s so great and
so beautiful that even a natural man can admire
it; but to walk ‘“in His steps ’’ in all the details
of life is only for those who are identified with
Him in His death, and in His risen life, alive to
God in Him, and are guided by the Spirit of God.

Translated from the French.
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HEN I behold Christ in the glory of God,
instead of seeing my sins, I see that they
are gone. [ have seen my sins laid on

the Mediator. (1 Tim. i, b, 6.) I have seen my
sins confessed on the head of the scapegoat; and
they have been borne away (Lev. xvi). So
much has God been glorified about my sins
(that 18, in respect of what Christ has done on
account of my sins), that this is the title of Christ
to be above at the right hand of God. 1 am not
afraid to look at Christ there.

Where are my sins now? Where are they to
be found in heaven or on earth? 1 see Christ in
the glory of God. Once they were found upon
the head of that Blessed One; but they are gone,
never more to be found. Were it a dead Christ,
so to speak, that I saw, I might fear that my
sins would be found again; but with Christ alive
in the glory of God the search is in vain. He who
bore them all has been received up to the throne
of God, and no sin can be there. |

As a practical consequence of this I am bemg
changed into His likeness. ¢ We all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image, from
glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit.”’
(2 Cor. iil. 18.) It is the Holy Ghost taking of the
things of Christ, and revealing them to the soul,
that is the power of present practical conformity
to Christ. 1 delight in Christ, I feast upon Christ,
I love Christ. It is the very model and forming of
my soul according to Christ by the Holy Ghost.
This is His revelation of Christ. I not only get
to love the glory; it is Christ Himself that 1
love; Christ that I admire; Christ that I care for;
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Christ whose flesh I eat, and whose blood
drink. (John vi. 53-68.) What wonder if 1 am
like Christ? The Christian thus becomes the
epistle of Christ; he speaks for Christ, owns
Christ, acts for Christ; he does not want to be
rich, he has riches in Christ, unsearchable riches;
he does not want the pleasures of the world, he
has pleasures at God’s right hand for evermore.
{Ps. xvi. 11.)

Does the heart still say, ‘“ Oh, but I do not,
and cannot, see this transcript in myself ’?

No, but you see Christ; and is not that better?
It is not my looking at myself, but my looking at
Christ, that is God’s appointed means for my
growing in the likeness of Christ.. If I would
copy the work of some great artist, is it by fixing
my eyes on the imitation, and being taken up with
regrets about my failing attempt, that I shall be
likely to succeed? No, but by looking at my
model; by fixing my eyes there; tracing the
various points, and getfing into ﬂ)(; spirit of the
thing. |

Mark the comfort of this. The Holy Ghost
having revealed to my soul CHRIST IN GLORY as
the assurance of my acceptance, 1 can look
without fear, and therefore steadfastly, full at
that glory, and rejoice in the measure of its
brightness. Stephen, full of the Holy Ghost,
could look up steadfastly into heaven (doubtless
in his case it was with more than ordinary power),
and see the glory of God, and Jesus standing on
tlie right hand of God, when his face shone as
the face of an angel.
- And look at his death. Just like his Master, he
prays for his very murderers. Stephen died,
saying, ‘‘Lord, lay not this sin to their
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charge ’’; Christ had died saying, ‘¢ Father,
forgive them; for they know not what
they do.”” In Stephen there was the cxpres-
sion of Christ’s {ove for his enemies. By the
Holy Ghost he was changed, and that in a very
blessed way too, into the same image. (Acts vii.
3; Luke xxiii. 34.) |

Divine Grace in the Christian.
I

DO not mean to guestion your sincerity.  You

may work for the Lord, and earnestly desire

His Bblessing; but is every word you say
uttered in direct faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thus the ¢xpression of what your faith in Him
1s enjoying? Or do you say what you know to be
blessed truth, and what you desire God to bless’;
while the secret spring that should link the work
with vour communion to Christ is gone?

It is not that vou mayv not have faith in the
work. That may be all sure, and vet, in those
inner springs of your spirit, your work may not
be a work of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. |

Again, vou may labour abundantly, and you may
love the labour, and do it willingly and honestly ;
but is the labour so completely the result of your
own personal love to Christ that it is really what
these Thessalonians’ labour was, a ‘‘labour of
fove 77?  But there was more than ** work ’’ and
““ labour 7 ; there was also the condition of their
hearts. They looked for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ, not as a doctrine, but as the object
of their affections.
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A mother looks for a son, who is to return from
sea, not as a mere truth, but his return is in her
heart. 1If it be delayed, can she settle down, and
say, ‘I have made a mistake,” and think no more
of him? Oh no, she must exercise patience, but
hers is the “‘patience of hope.”” She may attend
to her household duties as before; that is quite
right; but where will her thoughts be? \Why,
wondering when her son will be home.

All truths in Scripture are persons or facts.
People may sav, ““Why, you have talked of the
Lord’s coming now for forty vears, and He is
not come yet.”” Well, but that alters nothing.
We look for Him because we love Him, and wait
to see Him; and so we exercise the ‘‘patience
of hope.””. He is Himself waiting, and we wait
with Him. We are companions in the patience
of Jesus Christ. (Rev. i. 9.) We know the reason
of His delay. 1iti1s God’s long-suffering in saving
sinners; therefore we are not left in ignorance;
but we cannot give up the hope of His return: to
do so would make us the most miserable of all
men. (1 Cor, xv. 19.) We find the ‘‘paticnce of
hope” in our blessed Lord shen in this world.
He served and laboured in faith and love to His
Father; but He also waited for the coming glory;
His life was the ‘‘patience of hope.””

But if we had not more than the *“‘work of
faith,”’ ** labour of love,’’ and ‘‘patience of hope,”’
the character of Christian walk would be very
imperfect. )

In Christ there was perfect obedience. All
His ““work of faith,”’ ‘‘labour of love,” and
‘‘patience of hope,’’ was in obedience to God, His
Father. As He sayvs in john xiv. 31, ““But that
the world may know that I love the Father; and
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as the Father gave Me commandment even so I
do L

These Thessalonians did all “‘in the sight of
God and our Father.”” This obedience is most
blessed; and vyet it is a check upon us which we
need, carrving about with wus the evil we do.
Their ‘‘faith,” “hope,”” and ‘‘love,”’ sweet as
they were in themselves, needed to be ‘‘in the
sight of God’ their Father; under His eye,
and done in obedience to Him. |

Now, of such the apostle can speak as ‘‘know- .
ing, brethren beloved, your election of God.”” He
knew it, not by God’s secret counsels, for none but
God Himself thus knows it, but by the exhibition
of His grace in them. He could see, indeed, that
they were God’s elect. Of the Galatians he had
to say, “I stand in doubt of you.”” (Gal. iv. 20.})
These Thessalonians he can rejoice in, as emdently
chosen of God.

When we see such blessed fruits of grace
in any, how sweet it is to rejoice over them,
and to know they are mndeed God’s elect!
while of others we can say nothing, but must stand
in doubt of them, as Paul did of the Galatians.

And this testimony not only -rejoices the apostle,
but in every place their faith to God is spread
abroad, so that he needs to say nothing about
them. People exclaimed, What a wonderful
thing has happened in Thessalonica ! A man came
there and preached to them, and a number of the
people have turned to God, and broken all their
idols, and whatever you do, you cannot
overcome. They are so happy in what they believe,
that even if you kill them, they do not mind, for
they are waiting for a Son of God from heaven.
No doubt their lips testified too; but their lives
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spoke, so that Paul had no need of saying what
they were,

Is it so with you, beloved? Are you thus
waiting for God’s Son from heaven, having
turned to God from idols? And whatever may be
your circumstances and trials, are you living above
them in communion with God? Or are you happy
- in the world, whether Christ comes or not?

The Midnight Cry.
““Behold, the Bridegroom cometh’ ! (Matt. xxv. 6)

He comes! He comes! The Bridegroom comes !
The ‘‘ Morning Star ’’ appears;

The cloudless morning sweetly dawns;
Saints, quit this vale of tears !

Your absent Lord no longer mourn:
Reproach no longer bear;

He comes! He comes! Rise, happy saints,
To meet Him in the air!

He comes! He comes! The Bridegroom comes!
The Church is now complete;

Her Lord beholds her clean and fair,
A partner for Him meet.

He comes! His purchased bride to claim;
Her mansion 1s prepared;

He comes! He comes! Rise, ransomed saints,
To meet your coming Lord !

He comes! He comes! The Bridegroom comes !
He shouts, for great His joy;

As yet, unseen by mortal eves,
He tarries in the sky.

The marriage o’er, to earth He'll come,
No longer hid from men :

He’ll come! He’ll come! With all His saints
As “* Son of David” then!
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He comes! He comes! The ** Son of Man,’’
The great Messiah, now -

‘The *“ King of kings ™ and ‘‘ Lord of lords ”’;
All knees before Him bow. “

He comes! His Israel in the Land
Of Promise to install;

He comes! He comes! to clear away
The ruins of the KFall!

He comes! He comes! The * Lion’’ now!
Alas ! rejecting world !

He’ll meet your rebel standard raised,
Defiantly unfurled!

But nought shall stand before Him, then
In terror vou will cry,

He comes! He comes! Alas! Alas!
Where from Him can we fly?

He comes! He comes! The Bridegroom comes !
O sinners, hear the sound!. |
Accept Him now, if you among
His chosen would be found!
Still mercy’s offered, costless, free;
- No longer turn away;
He comes! He comes! Oh! linger not;

Come ‘‘ while ’tis called to-day !
A. M.

—— e

For the Christian, a most diflicult path, that
which leads to the sharpest conflict, is but the
road to victory and repose, causing him to in-
crease in the knowledge of God. It is the road
in which he is in communion with God, with Him
who is the source of all joy; it is the earnest and
the foretaste of eternal and infinite happiness, |

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Made and Printed in Great Britain.

Bible Truth Depét, 1112, N, Taylor Av., St. Louis. Mo., U.S.A.

Entered as Second-class Matter 7th March, 1910, at the Post Office at St. Louzs, Mo. May, 1923

173.
Issued monthly, 1/6 per dozen, net; Postal Subscription for Year, 2/-,

Jamrs CARTER, 13, Paternoster Row, London. E.C. 4,

vol‘l xv. No'

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

@WORDS@
TRUTH

R T L P T TP R R

" The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

Q 0

Elijah and Elisha.

HE ministries of ELyjad and ELISHA occupied
the days of the family of Ahab, of the
house of Omri; the time of deepest corrup-~

tion in the kingdom ot the Ten Tribes. The
testimony of the Lord about those times is this :
*“ And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight
of the Lord above all that were before him.”’
(1 Kings xvi. 30.) |

It was in those days that Hiel the Bethelite
dared the arm of the Lord by rebuilding Jericho;
an act which, affronting the truth and power of
the Lord, looked with infidel boldness, and said,
““ Where is the (God of judgment? ’ (Mal. ii. 17.)
For Ahab’s days were days of man’s proud provo-
cation and temptation again.

At such a time, just on the act of Hiel, ELijaH
is called out (1 Kings xvi. 34; xvii. 1). And in
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him we see an entirely independent call of God -
and energy of the Spirit. He is quite in the
Lord’s own hand. He does not belong to the
priesthood. He never seeks the Temple. He
never consults established oracles, nor walks
orderly according to the statutes or ordinances
of Israel. But the Lord takes him up, and fills
‘him with light and power altogether His own,
not reaching him by any prescribed channel at all.

And so ErisHa. He was independent of all
that was already instituted in the land. The hand
of the Lord uses him, the Spirit of God fills him,
without respect to the Temple or the priesthood.

And we get the common, and yet most blessed
instruction of Scripture out of this, that when -
man had corrupted and righteously lost everything
(as in Ahab, and in his times), the Lord finds
occasion by that to bring forth His own resources.
Man’s wilderness was Chrmt storehouse (Matt.
xiv. 15-21}. |

But though there is this common character and
moral in the call of these two prophets (and
indeed, in measure, of all the prophets), yet their
ministries are in detail very distinct.

Testimony against evil, and consequent suffer-
g, mark the history of Elijah. : |
Power, and grace in using it for others, mark
that of Elisha. |
Both are seen in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose
shadows of course, thev were. In one aspect of
His history on earth we see the suffering, driven,
persecuted Witness; the world hating Him
because He testified that its works were evil. In
another aspect we see the powerful, gracious,
ready Friend of others; all that had sorrows or
necessities getting healmg and blessing from Him.
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More than even this stands reflected in the
histories of these prophets; for Elijah’s sorrow
here, and rejection by the world, ends in heaven;
Elisha’s power carries him ahead of all that

might resist, and keeps him in constant honour
and triumph on the earth. And these things fore-
shadow the ‘heavenly and earthly things of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of ()0(1 the King of
Israel.

I would now pass through the history of Elisha
given to us in 2 Kings ii.-xiii. I do so, however,
only rapidly, though in this little journey
roticing each detached scene in order, and secking
to draw forth something of the divine counsel,
and the divine moral, having found it a qcr:pturv
of great interest to my own soul.

e s

The Translation of Elijah.
- (Rrap 2 Kings 11, 1-14.)

HESE verses give us the first distinct por-
tion.
Long before this, Eljah had invited
Elisha into ministry with him by passing by and
casting his mantle upon him. But Elisha was not
then quite prepared. He pleaded his father and
~his mother: “‘ Let me, I prav thee, kiss my
father and my mother, and then I will follow
thee.”’ Upon which Elijah, as it were, withdrew
his mantle from him, recalled his invitation,
saying, ‘‘ Go back again, for what have I done
to thee? '’ (1 Kings xix. 20.) |
This was significant. For, though Elisha is
for a moment seen ministering to Elijjah after this,
vet we do not again find him expressly in com-
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pany with his master till now that his master is
just about to be taken from him.

And to what end is he now seen with him? jJust
to abide the fire, just to stand the test, whether
indeed he were, or were not, fu]l; p]‘t,pdled for
the mantle. |

ilijah can leave his mantle behind him. He
needed it not in the heaven to which he was
going. As soon as he entered the fiery chariot
on which the whirlwind attended, as soon as he
was borne by angels (Heb. i 7) up to heavul
he may, and must, disrobe himself. |

The mantle was the instrument of power, the
gift of service here; and the servant lays that
aside when his service is over; just as the sinner
at his conversion, when his old estate is past, can
cast away his garments (Mark x. 13). ““We know
in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that
which is perfect is come, then that which is in
‘part shall be done away.”” (1 Cor. xi. 9,10.)

But though Elijah may now dispense with his
mantle, i1s Elisha prepared for it?

" That is the question. And this trial is made
by two instruments, Elijah himself, and the sons
of the prophets. But both were used by God to
prove if indeed Elijah’s mantle were chief in
Elisha’s esteem, whether he carried within him
the spirit of a true Levite, of one with whom the
Urim and Thummim might be, being found able
now to say to his father and his mother, ‘‘ T have
not seen him ”’ {Deut. xxxiii. & 9). |

This was the test. The Lord was Weighing
Elisha’s value for glory ; He was ascertaining how
‘heavy a share with the joy and honour of bemg
one in the spirit and ministry of Elijah was in
the scales of Elisha’s affections. And he stands
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the test. Nothing slackens his hand. He silences
all temptations. He declares plainly that he
coveted the mantle, the double portion of the
Spirit. He turns his eye from every object but
the glory. It is no more his father or his mother
behind him to whom he would return to kiss, but
it is his father in the faith, his kindred in the
Spirit, he clings to, and towards whom, and
whom alone, he looks upward and onward : ** My
father, my father,”’ says he, as Elijah was ascend-
ing, ‘‘ the chariot of Israel and the horsemen
thereof.””

This was enough. There was a slight flaw in
his title to the mantle at first (I Kings xix.}), as
we saw, but now his title is perfect. He is a
true Levite. ‘‘ He knows no man after the flesh '
(2 Cor. v. 16}, and the mantle is his.

And this is a holy lesson for us. For how little
do our hearts (surely we know}, value the mantle,
value the honour of serving Jesus, or a share of
His coming glories. This tested not the prophet’s
title to God Himsclf or salvation. Elijah had no
doubt that Elisha was the Lord’s: but this was
trying his estimation of glory. And that is
properly our only question. We are to examine
ourselves whether we be walking worthy of the
Lord’s glory; whether we value a share in it
“And well for us if discipline lead us to covet it,
“as it did Elisha; well if nature, which is so
tenacious of its life in us, be rebuked, and while
it says, Go back and kiss father and mother, we
rather listen to the voice of the mantle, which
tells us to go forward after the prophet of God.

And humbling it is to know that the heart, left
to itself without the Spirit, cares not for God or
His glory. " It once sold Him for a mess of
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pottage, then for a herd of swine, and then for
thirty pieces of silver. And would still for any-
thing. The chariot may go back to heaven
empty, for aught we care. This is the language
of the heart. But oh! for grace to value a por-
tion with Thee, blessed Saviour! Oh! for
power in our souls to long for a seat with Thee
in that heavenly chariot that shall separate us
from earth and its interests, and take us in Thee,
and with Thee, and through Thee, to the height
of glorious bliss !

.

The True Means of Christian
Growth.

Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sin-
cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby :
if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
To whom coming, as unto a living stone, dis-
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ. Wherefore also it i1s contained in the
scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on
Him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore
which believe He is precious. (1 Peter ii. 1-7.)

N one sense, as here taught us by the Spirit
of God through the apostle, the healthful
position of the saint is ever that of the ‘‘ new-

born babe "’ ; whilst in another sense we are, of
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course, to be making progress, so as to become
‘*“ young men ’’ and ‘‘ fathers’’ in Christ.

As to practical position of soul in receiving
truth from God, it is that of the ‘‘new-born
babe.”” ‘‘ As new-born babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.”
This is the place in which, as believers, we are
set by the Spirit in order that we may grow up
into Christ.

I. As NEW-BORN BABES THE POSITION FOR GROWTH.

But if we are to ‘‘grow’’ by ‘‘the sincere
milk of the Word,’”” it is not by the exercise of
our minds upon the Word, nor yet even by great
study of it merely. We need the teaching of the
Holy Spirit; and in order to that, there must be
the exercising of ourselves unto godliness, this
“ laying aside all malice, and all guile, and all
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,”’
so that the Holy Spirit be not grieved. The
Christian with these evil dispositions allowedly
working in his heart, cannot ** grow ’’ in the true
knowledge of the things of God. He is therefore
called upon to be ever as a ‘‘ new-born babe,”
coming to receive, in the consciousness of his
own weakness, littleness, and ignorance, and in
simplicity of heart, food from the Word of God.

The Lord keeps His simple, dependent ones
thus, as the apostle says, ‘* Grace and peace be
multiplied unto you through the knowledge of
God, and of Jesus our Lord.”’ (2 Pet. i. 2.) The
knowledge of God always humbles : the more we
know of Him, the more shall we know of our
own emptiness. ‘‘If any man think that he
knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as
he ought to know.’”” (1 Cor. viil. 2.) |
~Just as the babe is constantly receiving
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nourishment from the mother, so need we to be
constantly receiving spiritual nourishment from
the Word of God. When the Word is received by
us in faith we become strengthened, we ‘‘ grow
therebv,”” in the knowledge of Gad, and of His
grace.

The apostle Paul, on hearing of the faith of
the Ephesians in the Lord Jesus, prays that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, would give unto them the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, that,
the eyes of their underqtanding being enlightened,
thex mlght know what is the hope of His calling,
and what the riches of the glory of His mhorlt(m(,e
in the saints. - |

Having ‘¢ tasted that the Lord is gracious,”’
we come to His Word, and thence receive from
Him that which we need to comfort, nourish, and
refresh our souls. The Word always comes with
savour from Himself : it is known as ‘‘ the Word
of His grace.”” (Acts xx. 32.) I may study it
again and again; but unless I get into com-
munion with Him, it will profit me nothing, at
least at the time.

God reveals not His things ‘‘ to the wise and
prudent,’’ but unto ‘‘ babes.”” It is not the
strength of man’s mind judging about ‘the
things of God,” that gets the blessing ; it is the
spirit of the babe desiring *‘ the sincere milk of
the Word,”’ that it may ‘‘ grow thereby.”” He
says, ‘f Open thy mouth wide, and T will fill it.”’
(Ps. Ixxxi. 10.} The strongest mind must come
to the Word of God as the ‘* new-born babe.’’

And so, too, in speaking of God’s truth, when-
ever we cannot ‘‘ speak as the oracles of God,”’
through the power of communion, it is our

it
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business to be silent.. We should be cautious not
to trifle with unascertained truth. Nothing
hinders growth more than trifling with unascer-
tained truth. We then act as masters, and not
as learners. -

But there is nothing so hard for our hearts as
to be humble; nothing so easy for them as to
get out of this place of lowliness. It i1s not merely
by precepts.that we are either brought into this
‘state, or preserved there; 1t is by tasting that
““the Lord 1s gracious.”” . It i1s quite true that
God is a God of judgment; that He will exercise
vengeance on His enemies; but that i1s not the
way in which He stands towards the Christian.
He i1s made known unto - us as ‘' the God of all
grace,”” and the position in which we are set is
that of tasting that He is ‘' gracious.””.

2. TASTING THAT THE LORD 1S GRACIOUS. |

How hard it is for us to believe this, that
““ the Lord is gracious.”” The natural feeling of
our hearts is, ‘‘ 1 know that thou art an austere
~man.”’” (Luke xix. 21.) Are our wills thwarted,
we quarrel with God’s ways, and are angry
because we cannot have our own. It may be,
perhaps, that this feeling i1s not manifested, but
still at any rate there 1s the want in all of us
naturally of the understanding of ‘‘ the grace of
God,”’ the inability to apprehend it. See the case
of the poor prodigal in the gospel. The thought
of his father’s crack never once entered into
his mind when he set out on his return, and
therefore he only reckoned on being re-
ceived as a ‘‘ hired servant.”” But what does
the father say? What are the feelings of wmis
heart? *‘‘ Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
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on his feet : and bring hither the fatted calf, and
kill it : for this my son was DEAD, and is alive
again; he was LosT, and is found.” (Luke xv.)
[hxs is grace, free grace.

So, too, in the case of the woman of Samarla
the poor adulteress, ignorant of the character of
Him who spoke with her, ‘‘ the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth,’’ and there-
fore just the suited one to meet her need. The
Lord says to her, ‘‘ If thou knewest the gift of
God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me
to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and
He would have given thee living water.”” Hadst
thou only understood what GRace 1s, THOU
wouldest have ASKED, and I wou]d have GIVEN.
(John iv.)

[t is not only where there 1s open rebellion
against God, and utter carelessness and
unconcern about salvation, that there is this
darkness of understanding as to grace. Our
natural heart has got so far away from God,
that it will look to anything in the world, to the -
devil, even, to get happiness, anywhere, but to
‘ the grace of God.”” Our consciences, when at
all awakened to a sense of sin, and of its hateful-
ness in the sight of God, think that He cannor
be gracious. Adam, had he known ‘‘ the grace
of God,”” when he found himself naked, would
at once have gone 10 God to cover him. But no;
he was 1gnorant of it. And what was the con-
sequence? He saw his state, and sought to hide
himself ¥rRoM God amongst the trees of the
garden. And so it is with us. The consciousness
of being naked before God, apart from the under-
standing of His GRACE, makes us flee from Him.

Nay, further, as believers in Jesus, when our
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consciences come to be exercised, and we feel that
we must have to do with God in everything, we
may not have the distinct sense of the Lord’s
being ‘‘gracious’’ ; and there will then be not only
a deep sense of our responsibility, but at the same
time the thought that we have to answer to God’s
requirements and shall be judged of Him accord-
mg to the way in which we do so.

There is a measure of truth in this. The require-
ments of God must be met; but then the wrong-
ness is in thinking that if we do not find in
ourselves what will please God, He will condemn
us because of it.

3. GRACE SHOWS THE EVIL OF SIN.

On the other hand, there is sometimes the
thought that ‘‘ grace '’ implies God’s PASSING BY
sIN.  Quite the contrary; ‘‘grace’ supposes
sin to be so horridly bad a thing that God cannot
tolerate 1t. Were it in the power of man, after
being unrighteous and evil, to patch up his ways,
and mend himself so as to stand before God,
there would then be no need of ‘‘ grace.”” The
very fact of the Lord’s being ‘‘ gracious,” shows
~ sin to be so evil a thing that man being a sinner,

his state utterly ruined and hopeless, nothing but
free grace will do for him, can meet his need.

I may see sin to be a deadiy thing, that nothing
that defileth can enter into the presence of God;
my own conscience may be under true conwctlon,
vet this is not ‘‘tasting that the Lord is Gracious.’
It is a very good thing to be brought even to
that, for I am then tasting that the Lord is
RIGHTEOUS, and it is needful for me to know it;
“but I must not stop there; sin without grace would’
put me in a hopeless state. Peter had not
‘tasted that the Lord was gracious’ when he
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said, ** DEPART ¥ROM ME, for I am a SINFUL MAN,
O Lord!’’ He thought that his sin unfitted him
for the presence of the Lord. (Luke v. 8.)

What was the thought of Simon the leper
respecting the poor woman who washed the feet
of Jesus with her tears, and wiped them with the
hairs of her head? Ah, if this man had been a
prophet (if he had known the mind of God), He
would. have sENT away this woman out of His
presence, ‘‘ FOR SHE IS A SINNER.” And why?
Because he did not know that the Lord was
‘“ gracious.”” He had a certain sense of the
RIGHTEOUSNESS of God, but not the knowledge of
His grace. 1 cannot say that God ouGHT to be
wRrACIOUS, but I can say (if ignorant of His grace)
that He ought to cast me, as a SINNER, away from
His presence, because He is rRicHTEous. (Luke
vii.)

Thus we see that we must learn what God is
to us, not by our own thoughts, but by what He
has rREVEALED Himself to be, and that is, ‘‘ THE
Gop oF aLL Grace.”” (1 Pet. v. 10.)

The moment I understand (as Peter did) that
I am ‘“a sinful man,” and yet that it was
BECAUSE the Lord knew the full extent of my sin,
and what its hatefulness was, that HE caME to me,
[ understand what grace is. Faith makes me
see that God is greater than my sin, and not that
my sin is greater than God. ‘‘ God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sINNERs, Christ died for us.”” (Rom. v. 8) As
soon as I believe Jesus to be the Son of God, 1
see that God has coME To ME because I was a
sinner, and could not co To Him. |

Man’s ability- to meet the requirements of the
holiness of God has been fully tried; but the

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

THE TRUE MEANS OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH, (7

plainer the light came, the more did it show to
man his darkness; and the stricter the rule, the
more did it bring out his self-will. And then it
was, ‘° when e were YET WITHOUT STRENGTH, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly,’”” ** when
we were YET SINNERs, Christ died for us.”' THIs 18
GRACE. ‘ |

(xod seeing the blood of His Son is satisfied
"with it ; and if I am satisfied with it, this is what
glorifies God. =, | |
~ But the Lord that I have known as laying down
His life for me, is the samg Lord that I have to
do with every day of my life; and all His dealings
with me are on this saMmg principle of grace. Do
I want to learn what His love is? It is taught in
the cross. But He gave Himself for me in order
that all the fulness and joy that is in Him might
be mine. 1 must be a learner of it still; a new-
born babe, desiring ‘‘the sincere milk of the
Word,’’ that I may ‘‘ grow thereby.”’

4. THE GREAT SECRET OF GROWTH IS THE LOOKING
UP TO THE LORD AS GRACIOUS.

How precious, how strengthening it is to know
that Jesus is at this moment feeling and exercising
the same love towards me as when He died upon
the cross for me. This is a truth that should be
used bv us in the most common, everyday circum-
stances of life. Suppose, for instance, I find
an evil temper in myself, which I feel it difficult
to overcome; let me bring it to Jesus as my
friend; virtue goes out of Him for my need.
Faith should be ever thus in exercise against
temptation, and not simply my own effort; my
own effort against it will never be sufficient. The
source of real strength 15 in the sense of the
l.ord’s being ‘‘ gracious.’
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But the natural man in us always dis-allows
Christ as the oNLY source of strength and of every
blessing. Suppose my soul is out of communion
with God, the natural heart says, I must correct
the cause of this before I can come to Christ ; but
He is *‘ gracious,’’ and knowing this, the way is
to return to Him at once, just as we are, and there
humble ourselves. It is only in Him and from
Him that we shall find that which will restore our:
souls. Humbleness in His presence is the only
real humbleness. If we own ourselves in His
presence to be just what we are, we shall find
that He will show us NOTHING BUT GRACE,

But though ‘‘ disallowed indeed of mEewn,”” of
the NATURAL HEART in every one of us, who is this
that says, ‘“ Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on
Him shall not be confounded ’'? .

It is God. He laid this corner stone, not man;
and He says, ‘‘ This is what I think of Christ.”’
By learning of God, through the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, I come to have the same thoughts
about Jesus that He has. Here 1 find strength,
comfort, joy. That in which God delights, and
will delight in for ever, is My joy also.

God says, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased,’ ‘‘* mine elect in whom my soul
delighteth »’ (Matt. iii. 17; Isa. xlii. 1); and
working these (His) thoughts into my soul I, too,
see Jesus to be precious, and find delight in Him.
Thus He who was crucified for me, who ‘‘ bare
my sins in His own body on the tree,”” is precious
to God and precious to me. |

- God could find no rest save in Jesus. We
may look throughout the world, we shall find
nothing which can satisfy our hearts but Jesus.
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If God looked for truth, for righteousness, all
He could desire He found in Jesus, and He found
it in Him ror us. Here Is that which gives com--
fort to the soul. I see Jesus *‘ now in the presence
of God for us,”” and God is satisfied ; God dehghtq
in Him., (Heb. ix., 24.)

It 1s Jesus Himself in whom God rests, and
will rest in for ever; but then He, having borne
my sins and blotted them out by His own blood,
has united me to Himself in heaven. He (Christ)
descended from above, bringing God down to us
here : He has ascended, taking up the Church in
anion with Himself there. If God finds Him
precious, He finds me (in Him) precious also.

| D. ABIDING REST TO OUR SOULS. |

Jesus, as man, has glorified God on the earth,
~As man, and ‘‘the Head of His body the Church,”’

He has ‘‘ passed into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God ror us.”” It is this which
gives abiding rest to our souls, and not what our
thoughts about ourselves may be. Faith never
thinks about that which is in ourselves as its
ground of rest; it recetves, loves, and apprehends
what God has revealed, and what are God’s
- thoughts about Jesus, in whom is His rest.

It is not by human knowledge or intellect that
we attain to this. The poor ignorant sinner,
when enlightened by the Spirit, can understand
as well as the most intellectual, how precious
Jesus is to the heart of God. The poor dying
thief could give a better account of the whole
life of Jesus, than all around h1m saying, ‘* This
man hath done nothing amiss.”” He was taught
by the Spirit. (Luke xxiii.) S

Are we much in communion with God, our
faces will shine, and others will discover it,
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though we may not be conscious of it ourselves.
Moses, when he had been talking with God, wist
not that the skin of his face shone. He forgot
himself; he was absorbed in God. (Exod. xxxiv.
29.) As knowing Jesus to be precious to our
souls, our eves and our hearts being occupied
with Him, they will be effectually prevented from
being taken up with the vanity and sin around.
And this, too, will be our strength against the
-sin and corruption of our own hearts. Whatever
[ see in myself, that is not in Him, is sin. But
then it is not thinking upon my own sins, upon
my own vileness, and being occupied with them,
that will humble me; but thinking of the Lord
Jesus, dwelling upon the excellencies in Him.
It is well to have done with ourselves, and to be
taken up with Jesus. We are entitled to forget
ourselves, we are entitled to forget our sins;
we are entitled to forget all but Jesus.
It is by looking unto Jesus that we can give up
anything, that we can walk as obedient children.
His love constrains us. Were it simply a com-
mand, we should have no power to obey.

The Lord give us thus to be learners of the
fulness of grace which is in Jesus, the beloved and
elect one of God, so that ‘* we may be changed
into the same image from glory to glory, as by
the Spirit of the Lord.”

May we, beloved, in searching into the truth
of God, having * tasted that the Lord is
gracious,’’ ever be found ‘' as new-born babes,”’
desiring ‘‘ the sincere milk of the Word,’’ that we
may ‘‘ grow thereby.”’ »
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race. Let not all of you suppose that the race is
not something more than that.

You all know the story of Paul, of Saul, what
a moment it was for him when he found that
there was One up in the glory who knew his name.
Jesus spoke to him.  That voice calling him,
““ Saul, Saul,”” showed him that all he had to
boast of as a man in the flesh was absolute loss
to him. And he had. much to boast of. He says,
““ If any other man has whereof to glory, I more.”’
That is a very sweeping challenge. He recounts
it all in verses 5 and 6, and says he counted it
‘“loss for Christ.”’ :

But you might say, Yes, that was in the first
light of that glory, when ﬁ1 st Christ made Him-
self known to him.

Stop a bit; I can give you his mature ]udg-
ment, after he had suffered the loss of all things,
when he had known perils of every kind, been a
day and night in the deep, hunger and thirst, cold
and nakedness; and now he writes, not from an
easy chair in a comfortable room, but from a
dungeon, with a chain on his hand; Paul 1s a
prisoner for Christ’s sake, and his deliberate
judgment is, ‘ I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord.”’

Ah! it was for Christ’s sake he was a prisoner ;
Christ, the One who had died for him; the One
who lived for Him every moment ; the One he was
~going to meet. Verse 8 is not a repetition. Mark
the difference. He does not say now, *‘ the
knowledge of Christ,”” but ‘‘ Christ Jesus my
Lord.”

These are wonderful words, ““ My Lord.”” Do
we all say that? The Lord said to His disciples,

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)
THE RACE AND THE GOAL. 83

““ Ye call Me Master and Lord, and ye say well;
for so I am” (John xiii. 13). It is a wonderful
thing to say, I have a Master in heaven. He is
my Master ; the only One [ have to consult. We
often consult this one and that one; but it is a
blessed thing to know that He 1s our Lord and
Master ; we belong to Him, and we own it. This
is a day of insubjection, when men are asking for
liberty, equality. There is no truth of greater
importance for this day than the Lordship of
Christ. | |

You know there is a day coming when even on
this earth everything will be subdued to Him. He
will reign from the river to the ends of the earth.
Read Psalm lxxii. to see the blessedness of that
day. We call it the millennium. The blessing of
it consists entirely in His being Lord; and it is
our blessing to-day to own Him as Lord, and be
in subjection to Him as our Master. He 1s not
Lord of the body, but of the individual. Show me
a man who is walking in subjection to Christ, and
I will show you a man who is walking in posi-
tive blessing. | o

Well then, the start is when you have accepted
in your souls that Christ i1s sufficient for you; you
will give up all for Him. Such language is, of
course, utterly inadequate, all language is. He
is not only sufficient, but how much more ! More
than suffictent, we shall say, throughout eternity
for our poor hearts; and how we say, Shame that
we do not find it so already down here as a
reality to our souls! We may not be able to say
with the apostle that we have suffered the loss of
all things; but do we say, ‘“ Nothing has any
value to us compared with Christ; there are no
ropes tying us to this scene. We have started’’?
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We cast aside every weight. You know how a
man casts aside a coat that is too heavy. Well,
‘we must not cut off the tails, and pare it, and
keep the rest; we must not hold to a little bit of
the world, but let the whole thing go. It is a
weight.

[ don’t say we don’t cast off more weights as
we g0 on; but it is a wonderful thing to have
started, Saying, ““ Well, nothing down here is of
any value to me compared with Him. He has laid
hold of me, and I am following after to lay hold
of Him.”’ We get it in Hebrews xii., ‘ Looking
unto Jesus.”” The Holy Spirit dwe]hng In us ever
turns our eyes to Christ when He is ungrieved.
If He is not turning our eyes to Jesus, we know
He is grieved, and we must judge ourselves, and
humble ourselves ; and then, when He is again un-
grieved, He will surely point us to Christ.

2. Then Paul was ‘‘following after ’’; he was
on a journey; and do not suppose for a moment
that it is not a stand-up fight. All the power of
evil 1s against you; the world is against you; the
flesh is against you; and the devil is against you.
But if you have a trinity of evil against you, you
have the Trinity of the Godhead for you; you
have all the care of the Father; all the grace of
the Son, the Saviour; and all the comfort of the
Holy Ghost waiting on you ;and-if it is a question
of your poor body, angels are there to minister to
1t ; but it is a great thing to know you are going
for'wa'rd

It is quite consistent with Christian humility to
know that we as Christians are going forward.
that we are not going back, or standing still;

may he ever so slowly, but we ought to know th(‘..t
we are going on.
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Paul says he was not perfected (but perfect
means standing on resurrection ground, sce verse
15; and Hebrews v. 9 will help you to understand
how the word is used in the Scriptures); but he
had only oNE thing to do. What a blessed thing
for our souls to say, ‘‘ 1 have only one thing to
do.”” Often in the morning 1 wake, and I dare-
say it is the same with you, and muany things
come crowding before my mind, all that is heforc
me, all that has to he done, perhaps cares too;
what a blessed thing to say, ‘‘ I have only one
thing to do.”’ Christ i1s before me, and 1 have
to live to Him, and press forward, forgetting
the things that are behind, forgetting everything
that went before, all of self, the world, etc. (not
forgetting God’s mercies, you know we are to
remember them, as we get in Deuteronomy viii. 2 :
““ Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy
God led thee ’’). There is no room, you know, for
self in Christianity, Christianity is living Christ,
instead of myself. If I were offering to fill your
house with something very nice, and when [ came
- to do so, found your room filled with old moth-
eaten furniture, 1 should say, All this must go to
make room for the good things I have for you;
self must go.  Christ is everything in Chris-
tianity ; not, as people, often say, *‘ all and all,"
but -Christ is everything and in all (as their life).

"There is energy in ‘‘ this one thing I do.”” It
is not, ‘1 desire.”” The sluggard desires, and
has nothing. Itis ““ [ do.”” Do. It isa wonder-
tul thing to say; it is not going to sleep. Do you
know a great many Christians are asleep? if not,
we should not have that word, ‘‘ Awake, thou
that sleepest, and arise from among the dead, and
Christ shall shine upon thee.”” Mind you don’t
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¢o to sleep. No Christian ever went to sleep all
at once. No, they begin by getting drowsy; the
virging slumbered, and then slept. You know
that word to Peter, ‘‘ Strengthen thy brethren.”
The Lord knew that Peter would fall, and deny
Him, and He says to Peter, ‘ When thou art
restored, strengthen thy brethren’’ (Luke xxii. 32).
What a wonderful word! I meet a brother com-
ing along a lane or a field, and I grasp his hand.
In dependence on God, I ask the Lord for a little
word for him, and he goes on strengthened, feel-
ing, ‘1 have had a cheer.’”” What a commission
from the Lord!  * Strengthen the brethren.”’
Don’t stay at home from the meeting for a drop
of rain; go and strengthen the brethren. That
word came to me wonderfully the other day, when
[ was thinking if T would go to the meeting; it
sent me off like the wind !

3. Then the finish is verse 20 : ‘“ We look for
the Saviour ’’ (what a beautiful title, ‘“The
Saviour ' 1) ‘“ who shall change these bodies of
 humiliation.””  You see this body in which I go
about; I come over to see you to-night in it; @
body of humiliation; but He is going to fashion
it, FASHION it, like unto His body of glory ! What
a thought! Look at some decrepit old woman,
hardly able to get along; hut she is Christ’s, and
He is going to fashion that poor body like unto
His own body of glory! There are three things
said about these bodies in 1 Cor. xv. : ** Sown in
corruption, raised in incorruption; sown in dis-
honour, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised
in power,”” ‘“ according to the working whereby
He is able even to subdue all things unto Him-
self.””’ | :

Well, T have said a little word on *‘ the start,”’
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and it is a great thing to feel we have really
started. Then comes the way, and as one has
said, ‘“ If you are looking for experience, you
won’t have it; but if you look to the end, the
prize in view, you will have good experience,"”’
cheerful experience, you know, Christian experi-
ence, all the way along. And then the end: we
shall be fashioned in glory!
- E. P. Corixn.

The Waters of Jericho Healed.
(Read 2 Kings ii. 15-22.)

HERE are different elevations even among
the saints. Lot did not stand on a level
with Abraham, nor did the seven thousand

hidden ones with Elijah. But all were equally the
elect of God, known to Him, as reserved by. Him.
So here Elisha and the sons of the prophets illus-
trate the same thing. We have just seen the one
pressing through all hindrances after heavenly
glory, but now we are to see the other 'with a mind
too sadly formed by the earth. _

These sons of the prophets were, Nicodemus-
like, slow-hearted to believe. Their thoughts do-
not rise above the mountains and valleys of the
earth. ‘They had never seen a heavenly chariot.
They cannot think but that Elijah is still some-
where here ; and they search for him here. Elisha
would have led them at once to his place of light
and elevation; but they must be taught through
their own mistakes. -

Elisha can, however, own them. Weak and
inapprehensive as they may be, and in the power
of the Spirit far below the prophet of God, they
still share his company and his blessing. The city
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where they dwelt had been under a curse (Josh, vi.)

But he brings healing to it. ‘‘ There shall be no
more curse,”’ was the language of the prophet
over Jericho, as it will be the language of the Lord
over the inheritance (Rom. wviii.; Rev. xxil)
And this is comforting while it is humbling to us
consciously weak ones; to us who, {rom what we
know of our poor souls, stand more with the
sons of the prophets round Jericho than travel in
the strength of the Holy Ghost, with Elisha,
through the Jordan. It should humble us to think
that we are not on his level ; while it may blessedly
comfort us to know that the Lord is still ours.
The small and the great stand before Him,

But here I would observe that, from the moment
when our prophet took up the mantle of his
master, God was all he had; but he found Him
encugh for all he needed. His need, however,
like that of Jesus, was not his own. It was for
cthers he occupied his resource and strength in
God.  He was rich, but not for himself. Thus he
meets the inconveniences of nature; without a
purse he relieves the poor; without a commissariat
he feeds armies ; the deadly thing he makes harm-
less ; without bread he gives food to a multitude,
and gathers fragments; without medicine he heals
disease; without arms or soldiers he defeats
enemies; in famine he supplies a nation; though
dead he communicates life.

All this tells us of Jesus. For Jesus had
nothing, yet He made many rich. He had the
worlds of nature and of grace for the needy
children of men. And His ways shine in the
reflections of His servant Elisha.
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The Armies of the Kings Supplied
with Water.
(Reap 2 Kincs 111.)

E do not find Elisha the sport of wicked

kings as Elijah had been. No rude

hand of theirs prevails against him, but .

their fate the rather hangs on his word, and the
power of God that was with him.

Without him we here see three kings brought
to desfruction with all their armies. But the word
of the Lord by him changes the scene, and distress
of nations, with perplexity, is turned.into victory
and spoils |

But in the progress of this we have something
to notice.

The king of Judah is here found in bad com-
pany. This confederacy with the apostate house
of Ahab was a symptom of sad unguardedness in
}eheshaphat

But in the divine grace, occasions are allowed
to manifest the hidden life that was in him.
Trouble surprises him, and then the voice of his
hetter nature ts heard: ‘‘Is there not here &
prophet of the Lord, that we may mqulre of the
Lord by him? "’

This shoiws the uneasiness of the renewed mind
of Jehoshaphat in such a scene as the present,
though in an unwatched moment he had consented
to it. And it was in the Lord’s goodness to send
the trouble, that the life which was indeed in him

might appear. (1 Kings xxii. 7.)

- This is comforting to us.

But there is something further in this narrative.
Elisha finds, when in the presence of these kings
that he cannot readilv prophesy. Jehoshaphat
may claim the word of the Lord from him, it is
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true, for Jehoshaphat is the Lord’s servant: but
Jehoshaphat i1s not where he should be, and the
Spirit in Elisha is checked.

This i1s solemn. A minstrel must be brought
before the Spirit in the prophet can have His full
. and graceful flow. What a rebuke to the king
of Judah! -

What a rebuke to any saint, that another finds
the Spirit 1n him restrained in his presence! Is
not this often so? ‘Does not our fleshliness inter-
rupt the fine, free, and easy current of the Spirit;
and has not the minstrel still to be thus called
for?  Some delay, some effort, something
incidental, is to be exercised or suffered by those
that are spiritual before all can be in tune again.

So it was here, and so ofttimes is it yet. This
was the symptom of Jehoshaphat’s bad condition,
but of Elisha's heavenly mindedness. Had
Elisha been less in communion, he would not
have stood in such need of the minstrel. Had
he been in the flesh, and not in the Spirit, he
would not have felt the breach that Jehoshaphat,
now in the flesh, was occasioning. His heavenli-
ness of mind may be known by this sensitiveness,
and the need that he had of restoration,

Jesus had continually to call for the minstrel.

His communion met its constant hindrance here,
even from His own, who understood neither His
joys nor His sorrows. He had to leave them.
He had to rise before day, to continue all night,
to go into a solitary place, for prayer to God. It
was the perfectness of His communion that made
this necessary. He needed the minstrel. Had
He been on ground nearer the earth, He would
not have been so quick in feeling the earthliness
of all around Him! But He knew it all by the
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deepest contrast with His own soul; and the
. charm and melody of His own converse with the
Father restored Him.

Such was the blessed Master, the pattern of
all perfections; and such, in his measure, was
Elisha. A mere instrument of divine power, or
of a spiritual gift, may perform its part or exer-
cise itself anywhere with equal freedom. Balaam
is not hindered by the presence of Balak and the
altars from uttering his prophecies. For he is
merely the instrument, a carnal material, as it
were, through which -another breathes. But
where a renewed mind 1is the instrument this
. cannot be. It will be alive in its own proper
affections and in its sensitive holiness all the
while it is used as an instrument of power.

And such was Elisha. He cannot but be

grieved at the scene now before him. Jehoshaphat
ought not to have been there; and Elisha must let
him know that he must enter it in another way
altogether. A saint is called to serve or testify
in places of deepest defilement. But he can
never be there with the sympathles or conseut
of his soul.
- It was Elisha’s praise, as a saint, to be thus like
his Lord. To be quick in feeling the weight and
pressure of such a scene as this, where another
saint was walking in the flesh, and not in the
Spirit.  And how should we covet this, beloved!
How should we so live and move and have our
being in the sanctuary, that the unclean could not
touch it unperceived !

———
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The Laver as a Symbol.
Reap Exopus xxx. 17-21.

‘l_’:\/LRY one interpreting the Old Testament
4 .~ by the light of the New must be struck by

the singular beauty of some of the figures
therein contained, and the marvellous accuracy
with which each component part fits Into its
fellow. Like a Chinese puzzle : looked at in its
separate compartments it has no attraction, but
carefully put together it makes a whole of perfect
harmony.

Amoar these types the Laver occupies an im-
portant place, and deserves our closest scrutiny.
Let us, then, trust to the Spirit’s aid to interpret
it for us.

Three things arrest our attention concerning it :
its materials, its position, and its use.

Brass was its material, and as we further read,
hrass of the finest quality, for chapter xxxviii. 8
tells us that ‘* the looking glasses of the women”
were given to construct it; and, as we know, In
the East it was Lustomary for the mirrors to be
made of metal. |

Its position was between the Tabernacle (where
Jehovah was pleased to dwell) and the Altar
(where Israel were allowed to approach to offer
sacrifices).

And its use or purpose was for the prlests, and
the priests alone, to cleanse away any defile-
ment or impurity that might adhere to their hands
and feet in passing between the Altar and the
Tabernacle to worship, or between the Tabernacle
and the Altar while serving.

Thus, then, most suitably, the Laver is of brass,
as if to tell us that the washing in it must be
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according to the fighteousness of the One who
‘“ loveth righteousness '’ ; and the looking- glasseb
would also point us to the fact that the Laver is
not merely to judge all that needs removal, but
that it detects also the impurity by its unsullied
lustre. Thus the priest was ever reminded of
God’s claims, and could not pass with defilement
undetected. -

The position, too, was most suitable. The
priest’s office kept him continually passing to and
fro bétween God and’ the people, and the people
and God. Towards the one he acted in the capacity
of a servant, towards the others as a morshlpper
How natural, then, that ample prov1sxon should
“be made that all that might hinder him in worship
or service could be purged away, so that he
might be clean who bore the vessels of the Lord
(Isa. lii. 11). |

Lastly, the Laver was for the priests to wash
their hands and feet in. They were the privileged
class (the congregation could draw no nearer than
to the brazen altar), and to these alone belonged
the privilege of making use of the brazen Laver.
Their hands might be soiled through touching
the offerings, or from other causes; their feet
defiled by the sand of the court; but to meet their
need God had provided the pure water of the
I.aver so that they might ever walk worthy of
Him who had said, ‘* Be ye holy, for 1 am holy *’
(1 Pet. 1. 16).

May we not learn a lesson from each of these
things? In the first place, the use of metals n
the Scriptures is of much interest and beauty, and
gold, silver, brass, and iron are found frequently
to be used both in the structure of the Tabernacle
and Temple, and in the symbolic language of
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prophecy. The ark was overlaid with pure gold;
similarly the interior of the temple; similarly the
head of Daniel’s image. The sockets on which
the Tabernacle rested were of silver, as also the
breast and arms of Daniel’s image. The Altar of
burnt-offering was of brass, as also the belly and
thighs of the image already referred to. Its legs
were of iron and clay. |

Thus we shall find that that which was of divine
origin exclusively was of the most precious metal ;
whereas, when man is brought in, the metal is of
baser character, though what is of God, of course,
remains the same. Rev. i1, 17, 18 gives us the
key to the meaning of ‘‘ gold.”” What can make
the wretched, miserable, poor ene rich but divine
righteousness, the gold tried in the fire? ‘‘Gold,”’
then, is the righteousness of God. Brass is evi-
dently inferior, and yet has that in it that tells
of a righteous God. May we not say that ‘‘brass,”’
then, is righteousness dealing with responsible
man? Thus the Son of Man (Rev. i. 15) is seen
with feet like unto fine brass as if they burned in
a furnace; as if to say that where He touched
the earth or dealt with man His claims were
according to the righteousness of His nature.

When we come to the arrangements of Solo-
mon’s Temple we find that the Laver is replaced
by a Molten Sea, and that the material of this
also was brass, the position also between the
dwelling-place of Jehovah and the place where
Israel approached to offer; and this also was for
the priests to wash in (2 Chron. iv. 2-6).

There are, however, in the construction of this
‘“ sea’’ some points that demand our notice. It
was supported on twelve oxen, these turning to
each of the four quarters of the globe, and the
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brim of it was ‘‘ like the work of the brim of a
cup with flowers of lilies.”’

Three points here are added to what we have |
already noticed. The basis on which the Sea
rested was formed of oxen, they were twelve in
number, and the brim of the Sea was of lilies,
and lilies in full bloom.

From the ox we get the thought of patience;
from the number twelve, perfection; from the
lilies, purity, and this of the most perfect kind.

One of the four characteristic features of the
cherubim, the symbols of God’s judgment and
government, is the ox (Ezek. i., Rev. iv.), show-
ing that patience is combined with power, intelli-
gence, and rapidity of execution.

Twice in the New Testament is the minister of
God compared to an ox (1 Cor. ix.), and twice
in the Scriptures is patience enjoined on the
minister of God, as almost the first among his
qualifications (2 Cor. vi.; 2 Tim. ii. 24).

Thus the oxen give us the thought of patience;
and because twelve is ever the perfect number of
things on earth (twelve patriarchs, twelve tribes,
twelve apostles), we have the thought of patience,
and that in perfection. The lily at once too gives
us the thought of purity; and its flowers remind
us that such purity is of the highest order and
most complete display.

Thus all is in character : righteousness that
sust detect and deal with defilement, seeing its
purity is of the highest order, and yet the deal-
ing is with the utmost patience and with perfect
graciousness, and on behalf of those whose privi-
lege it is to worship and to serve.

We will now turn to Rev. iv. 6, where, in that
heavenly scene, we find ‘‘ before the throne a sea
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of glass like unto crystal *’; and to chapter xv. 2,
where we see also in heaven a sea of glass, as it
- were, mingled with fire, and them that had gotten
the victory over the beast, and over his image,
and over the number of his name, stand on the
sca of glass, having the harps of God.

At once the meaning of this strikes one. The
water was for earth, the glass for heaven; the
water cleanses away defilement here; there the
glass reflects God’s unsullied holiness, where de- -
filement cannot- approach.

So perfect is the work of Christ, that the re-
deemed who come out of ‘‘ the great tribulation ”’
(as the ‘“ mingled with fire ’’ signifies), can stand
on the sea of glass, and as it were challenge its
perfect purity to detect one spot in them.

Blessed thus to pass from earth to heaven, and
find the sea there; but that which is the emblem
of fixed purity is contained in it, and its purpose,
not to fit the saints to worship or serve, but to
reflect and display their perfect fitness through
the work of Chl‘lSt both to WOI‘Shlp and to serve
for ever. | :

In old time those who used the Laver had sung
the song of Moses, now those who stand upon
the sea sing *‘‘ the song of Moses, the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb ”’ (Rev. xv. 3).

BresT Lamb of God! with grateful praise
Our voices now to Thee we raise;

O’er earth to reign, redeemed by blood,
Kingdom and priests are we to God.
Soon, too, in glory shall we sing,

And louder praises to Thee bring;
While every nation, tongue and tribe,
Strength, glory, mlght to Thee ascribe'
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@WORD
TRUTH

E N L RO P

“ The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright. even words

o .of truth ' (Ecples. xti. 10).
NE— 0
The World, the Christian, and
Christ.

T is a wonderfully blessed thing to be able
I to say, ‘‘I have found an object that per-

- fectly satisfies my ‘heart; 1 have found
Christ.”” It is this which gives true elevation
above the world. It renders us thoroughly in-
dependent of the resources to which theuncon-
verted heart ever betakes itself. It gives settled
rest. It imparts a calmness and quietness to the
spirit which the world cannot comprehend.

The poor votary of the world may think the life
:of the true Christian a very slow, dull, stupid affair
.indeed. He may marvel how such a one can man-
B age to get on without what he calls amusement,
Srecreatioa and pleasure; no theatres; no balls

@ or parties; no concerts; no cards or billiards;

ino hunts or races; no club or news-room; no

R, 13 Paternoster Row, London. E.C. 4,
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‘cricket or croquet parties. To deprive the un-
converted man of such things would almost drive
him to despair or lunacy. But the Christian does
not want such things, would not have them. They
would be a perfect weariness to him.

We speak, of course, of the true Christian,
of one who 1s not merely a Christian in name but
in reality. Alas! alas! many profess to be
Christiarrs, and take very high ground in their
profession, who are, nevertheless, to be found
mixed up in all the vain and frivolous pursuits of
the men of this world. They may be seen at the
communion-table on the Lord’s Day, and at a
theatre or concert on Monday. They may be
found essaying to take part in some one or other
of the many branches of Christian work on Sun-
day, and during the week they may be seen i the
ball-room, at the race-course, or some such scene
of folly and vanity,

It is very evident that such persons know no-
thing of Christ as an object of the heart. Indeed,
it is very questionable how any one with a single
spark of divine life in the soul can find pleasure
in the wretched pursuits of a godless world. The
true and earnest Christian turns away from such
things, turns away instinctively. And this not
merely because of the positive wrong' and evil of
them, though most surely -he feels them to be
wrong and evil, but because he has no taste for
them, and because he has found something in-
finitely superior, something which perfectly satis-
fies all the desires of the new nature. Could
we imagine an angel from heaven taking pleasure
at a ball, a theatre, or a race-course? The bare
thought is supremely ridiculous. All such scenes
are perfectly foreign to a heavenly being.
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And what 1s a Christian? He 1s a heavenly
man ; he is a partaker of the divine nature. He
is dead to the world, dead to sin; alive to God.
He has not a single link with the world. He
belongs to heaven. He is no more of the world
than Christ his Lord. Could Christ take part i
the amusements, gaieties, -and follies of the
world? The very idea were blasphemy. Waell,
then, what of the Christian? Is he to be found
where his Lord could not be? Can he consistently
take part in things which he kmows in "his heart
are contrary to Christ? Can he go into places,
and scenes, and circumstances in which he must
admit his Saviour and Lord can take no part?
Can he go and have fellowship with a world which
hates the One to whom he professes to owe
everything? |

1t may, perhaps, seem to some of our readers

that we are taking too high ground. We would
ask such, what ground are we to take? Surely
Christian ground, if we are Christians.

Well, then, if we are to take Christian ground,
how are we to know what that ground really is?
Assuredly from the New Testament. And what
does it teach? Does it afford any warrant for the
Christian to mix himself, in any shape or form,
with the amusements and vain pursuits of this
predent evil world? Let us hearken to the
welghty words of our blessed Lord i John xvii.
Let us hear from His lips the truth as to our
portion, our position, and our path in this world.
He says, addressimg the Father, ‘‘1 have given
them Thy word; and the world hath hated them,
because thev are not of the world, even as I am
not of the world. 1 pray not that Thou shouldest
take them out of the worid, but that Thou
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-shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of

the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify
them through Thy truth; Thy word is truth. As

‘Thou hast sent me into the world, even so have

I also sent them into the world.”” (vw. 14-18.)

Is it possible to conceive a closer measure of
identification than that set before us in these
words? Twice over, in this brief passage, our
Lord declares that we are not of the world, even
as He is not. What has our blessed Lord to do
with the.world? Nothing. The world has utter-
ly rejected Him, and cast Him out. It nailed
Him to a shameful cross, between two malefac-
tors. The world lies as fully and as freshly under
the charge of all this as though the act of the
crucifixion took place yesterday, at the very centre
of its civilization, and with the unanimous consent
of all. There is not so much as a single moral
link between Christ and the worldy Yea, the
world is stained with His murder, and will have
to answer to God for the crime,

How solemn is this! What a serious con-
sideration for Christians! We are passing .
through a world that crucified  our Lord and
Master, and He declares that we are not of that
world, even as He is not of it. Hence it follows
that in so far as we have any fellowship with
the world, we are false to Christ. What should
we think of a wife who could sit, and laugh and
joke, with a set of men who had murdered her
husband? And yet this is precisely what pro-
fessing' Christians do when they mix themselves

up with this present evil world, and make them-
selves part and parcel of it.

It will perhaps be said, ‘“ What are we to
do? Are we to go out of the world?”” By no

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)
THE WORLD, THE CHRISTIAN, AND CHRIsT, 101

means. Our Lord expressly says, ‘1 pray not
that Thou shouldest take them out of the world,
but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil.”
~In it, but not of it, is the true principle for the
Christian. To use a fhgure, the Christian in the
world is like a diver. He is ir the midst of an
element which would destroy him, werc he not
protected from its action, and sustained by un-
broken communication with the scene above.

And what is the Christian to do in the world?
What is his mission? Here itis: ““ As Thou hast
sent me inta the world, even so have [ also sent
them into the world.”” And again: “ L\:-_: myv Father
hath sent me, even so send [ you.”” (John xvii
18, xx. 21). B |

Such is the Chrlstmn s mission. He is not 1o
shut himself within the walls of & monastery or
a convent. Christianity does not consist in join
ing a hrotherhood or a sisterhood. Nothing of
the kind. We are called to move up and down
in the varied relations of life, and to act in our
divinely appointed spheres to the glory of God.
It is not a question of what we are doing, but
of how we do it. All depends on the object
which governs our hearts. 1f Christ be the com-
mdndmg and absorbing object of the heart, all
will be right. If He be not, nothing is right.
Two persons may sit down at the same table to
eat; the one eats to gratify his appetite, the
other eats to the glory of God, eats simply to
keep his body in proper working order as God’s
vessel, the temple of the Holy Ghost, the instru-
ment for Christ’s service. | |

So in everything. It is our sweet privilege
to set the Lord always before us.  He is our
model. "As He was sent into the world, so are
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we.  What did He come to do? To glorify God.
How did He live? By the Father. ‘‘ As the
living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the
Father, so he that eateth Me, even he shall
live by Me.”” (John vi. b7). |
- This makes it all so simple. Christ is the
standard and touchstone for everything. It is mo
longer a question of mere right and wrong ac-
cording to human rules. It is simply a question
of what is worthy of Christ. Would He do this
or that? Would He go here or there? He left
us an’ example that we should follow His steps;
(1 Peter ii. 21); and most assuredly we should
not go where we cannot trace His blessed foot-
steps. If we go hither and thither to please our~
selves, we are not treading in His steps, and we
cannot expect to enjoy His blessed presence.
Christian reader, here lies the real secret of the
whole matter. The grand question is just this:
Is Christ my one object? What am I living for?
Can I say, ““ The life that I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave Himself for me’’? Nothing less
than this is worthy of a Christian. It is a poor
_miserable thing to be content with being saved,
and then go on with the world, and live for self-
“pleasing and self-interest; to accept salvation as
the fruit of Christ’s toil and passion, and then
live at a distance from Himself. What should
we think of a child who only cared about the
good things provided by his father’s hand, and
never sought his father’s company, yea, preferred
the company of strangers? We should justly
despise him. But how much more despicable is
the Christian, who owes his present and his
.eternal all to the work of Christ, and yet is content
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to live at a cold distance from His blessed Person,
caring not for the furtherance of His cause, the
promotion of His glory !

The Judgment of the Scoifing

Children.

(Read 2 Kings il. 23-25.)

NOTHER meditation is suggesied here.
Children of Bethel are another order of
persons altogether. ‘If Elisha represent the
strong one in Christ, the true Levite, who had
turned his back on all but the glory and the
chariot of fire to conduct him to it, and if the sons
of the prophets are the weak ones, still, however,
by divine grace, in the same company and
blessing as Elisha, these children of Bethel, on
the other hand, are the mockers, or infidels.
Thev despise the word of the Lord.. They mock
~ the thought of ascension. ** Where is the promise
of His coming?’’ say they (2 Peter iii.) The
whole mystery of God made known for salvation
and glory is their sport. lhe} put the Son of God

to open shame. (Heb. vi. 6.)

** Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald
head,”” they say to Elisha, as reproaching the
thought that Elijah had already gone up.

And here the curse falls. Ministers of wrath
come forth, the bears on the children of Bethel,
to vindicate the (hvme truth against the gam'-
sayers.

Creation is not to groan for ever under the
curse which our sin has put on it, but shall be
delivered from bondage into glorlous liberty (Rom.
viii.}, as Jericho had just been here; but the curse
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will rest on the Cain, the children of Bethel, who
despise God’s remedy for the mischief,

And it 1s written of such mocking, infidel
children, children of disobedience, whether of
Babylon or of Edom, ** Happy shall he be, that
taketh and dasheth thv little ones dgamst the
stones.” (Psa. exxxvil. 9.)

The W:dow s Qil Multnphed
(Read 2 Kings iv. 1-7.)

CCORDING to your faith be it unto you!”’
A was the Lord’s word to the two blind
men.  (Matt, ix. 29.}  Wondrous and
blessed indeed that thus in any wise our faith, or
patience, or expectation of hope, should be allowed
to measure the active and bounteous power of our
Lord! But so was it. ‘‘ According to your faith
be it unto you.”” -And again: ‘‘ As thou hast
believed, so be it done unto thee.”” (Matt. viii. 13.)
And this is the voice of the miracle wrought
here through the hand of Elisha. For as long
as the poor widow produced her vessels, the
pot produced its oil. The oil waited on the vessels.
The vessels were the measure of the oil. In
other words, divine power waited on faith; faith
measured the active resources of God on the
occasion. This was like the Lord standing with
Abraham of old. For as long as Abraham stood
interceding, the Lord stood promising (Gen.
xvitl. 17-33.) | -
This blessed grace of God has its illustration
here. But there is another thing. ‘° What hast
thou in the house? ’’ said the prophet to . the
woman. As Jesus afterwards said to His
disciples, *“ How many loaves have ve? ”” Or, as
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He had said to Moses at the hill, ¢ What is that
in thine hand? > For it is suitable that whatever
we have should be put to use. It may be quite
unequal to the necessity, but whatever it be, it
should be occupied. It may be but a shepherd’s
-staff, and Israel has to be redeemed; it may be
but a pot of oil, and the creditor who had a right
to sell children and all has to be paid; it may be
but five barley loaves, and five thousand hungry
ones have to be fed. But still let what there is
be occupied and brought forth.. ‘* She hath done
what she could.” (Matt. xiv. 8.)

And accordingly the word here is, W hdt hast
thou in the house? ’’ And then on brmgmg forth
the pot of oil, the’allf of the house, let faith count
on the power of God, and His word of promise,
and not only shall the creditor be discharged, but
life sustained for many days, over and above the
payment; not only shall the multitude be fed, but
fragments gathered; not only shall Israel be
redeemed out of Egypt, but the same shepherd’s
rod, now God’s rod, shall feed dnd keep the ﬂock
‘to the end of the desert.

The Shunammite.
(Read 2 Kings iv. 8-37).

ERE we have another exhibition of the

I I power of our prophet’s walk through the
earth. This is very glormus, savouring,

as we shall see, very %trlkmgh of the energy
and authority of God that was with him. And
yet, though walking thus in such power towards
others, he was himself, all thc while, nothing;
poor indeed, while making many rich; seeming
to possess all things, yet really having nothing ;
receiving bounty and care, in the ordinary need
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of life, from those in whose behalf ‘he, at the
same time, is opening resources which were al-
together beyond man. And beside, he walks
alone inr the world, and yet all wait on him.

All this gives us a strong impression of the
ways of One who could call Himself Master and
Lord, receiving the homage of faith, even while
He had not where to lay His head. In all this,
our prophet is marking out for us, as in a re-
flection, the path of JEsus.

The woman whom this passage introduces to
us was evidently of the godly seed i the land.
She lived in the distant tribe of Issachar, and
does not appear to have personally known this
mighty prophet of God. But she quickly appre-
hends something of the Lord about him. She
had been already taught of God; her religion
was that which discerned God’s mind and way
irr an evil day, when apostasy was clouding every-
thing. New moons and sabbaths, as her husband
wrongly judged, did not constitute her service,
or mark out the path of her spirit with God.

But Elisha, who was at that day the channel of
the divine grace and power, apart from the temple
and its ordinances, was her object and hope, as
he was God’s object ard instrument. She ac-
cordingly prepares him a place of sojourning in
her own house. And her intelligence of him is
further and strikingly marked by the preparation
she makes for him. It was but a little chamber,
with its bed, its stool, and its candlestick. All
was in the simplicity of ‘“a man of God’’ who
stood apart from the world, a stranger in the
midst of its corruptions, |

She knew him because she was like him. One

¢pirit was in them both.  She understood his
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pilgrim thoughts and habits, just because she was
exercised in them herself. And this is the only
way really and divinely to know either the children
of God, or God Himself. It is by the union and
mind of the same spirit, | :

She dwelt among her own people, and cared
not to be spoken for either to the king or to the
captain of the host. Even Elisha, who, though
he had the ear of the king and of the captain of
the host (as well he might after feeding their
armies in the day of b*lttle,) yet would be a
stranger, and pilgrim in the land, and lodge in
a little chamber with a bed, and a table, and a
stool, and a candlestick. -

- These are the sympathies in the Spirit between
the children of God. “She could receive a prophet
according to the tastes of a prophet. And the
great prophet of that day, God’s witness in the
land, the wvessel of fullest divine treasure that
was then, in the name of the Lord, shedding its
blessing wherever it was borne in the might of the
Spirit, is of one mind with this unknown and
distant daughter of Abraham in the barders of
Issachar. -

Precious the traces of one Spirit thus quicken-
ing and forming every elect member of the same
household !

And we shall find, not only Abraham’s daug‘hter
but something -of Abraham’s house arrd Abra-
ham’s faith, in this honoured and interesting
place. This woman had no child, and her hus-
band was now old. But as the Lord Himself had
once said to Abraham, ‘‘ According to the time
of life ; and lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son’’;
so now, the lord’s prophet says to this Shunam-
mite, ** According to the time of life, thou shalt
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embrace a son.”’ And so it was; as with Sarah,
so with this woman. The quickening power of
(:od entered her house, and as it was promised
her, she embraced a son.

More, however, than even this is to be wntneseed
in this house; she is to learn through the hand
of Elisha, vesurrection, as well as  quickening
power; just as in the house of Abraham it was
learnt from the Lord Himself. Isaac, who was
at the first quickened in the womb of Sarah
through the power .of God, was afterwards re-
ceived as from the dead. And so here. The
sentence of death is laid in this child of promise,
but the same power of God, through Elisha,
raises him from the dead.
 This is Abraham’s house again, and a dlstant
woman of Issachar is thus noticed, thus honoured
and graced, by the Lord God of her people. This
makes this house of the Shunammite a sample
of that glorious mystery in which we are all
concermred, a witness of every soul where the power
of God is known; for it is there a quickening
and resurrection power, which calls up those who
were dead In trespasses and sins to live in the
hfe of the Son of God.

Faith possesses itself of this. Faith which ap-
prehends death in ourselves, but life in Jesus.
The simpler, the happier. The more unquestion-
ing, the more according to God’s mind.

It was so in this Shunammite. Her faith, as
we saw, was ready at the first to apprehend the
prophet ; it was readV to know that all was well,
or should be well, even when death had entered

the house. \nd it was ready, in spite of all
tempters, to cleave to God’s prophet, God’s object
and instrument, awnd to him only.  This was
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precious simplicity of confidence. And through-
out the trial of her faith, to which she is now put,
as was her father Abraham in his day, 1 observe
the same calmness and certainty of soul. When
the patriarch was ordered to take his son, and
offer him up for a burnt offering, he went forth
to the trial without the least disturbance of soul.
The ass and the young men were at once put into
readiness, and the knife, and the fire, and the
wood were all prepared.

Faith counted on resurrection. Abraham reck-
oned on God being able to raise Isaac from the
dead, as of old He had quickened him i the womb
of Sarah; and Abraham was undisturbed. And so
when the deliverance did come and the voice from
heaven announced the substitute for Isaac, Abra-
ham is not amazed. He does not wonder or sus-
" pect, or ask again whether indeed this be so, but
he looses his sor in the same repose and certainty
that he bound him. Oh, what depth and character
there is in that ca]mness ! _Fai-th had anticipated
resurrectlon

And altogether in the same spmt 1s the path of
faith' trodden here by this dear and honoured
daughter of Abraham. Death was in her house
again, but she knew of a quickener of the dead.
And therefore the ass and the young men are
again got ready, and ‘‘ It is well,”’ is the language
of her faith in sure and certain hope of resurrec-
tion of the dead And at the end, life is no
amazement to her. She received her dead
brought to life again (Heb. xi.) She can loose
her son by faith, as well as bind him. She falls
at the prophet’s feet and bows her head. She
owns in thankfulness and humiliation the precious.
gift, but she bears it away without amazement.
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It was no wonder to her. She does not curiously
examine the child, whether indeed it were alive
again. Faith had counted on such an hour, and
already had received her child as in résurrection,
and her soul had only to know that her beloved
one was warm and lively in her bosom again,

Indeed, all this is a pattern of a sinner’s faith.
Should it be thought a thing incredible with us
that God should raise the dead? ‘‘Is anything
too hard for the Lord? ’’ faith is to say. ‘‘ With
GGod all things are possible.”’ And we are to go
forth from a state of death in trespasses and
sins into life and liberty; from the spirit of bon-
dage and of fear, and from under the guilt of an
unpurged conscience, without amazement or sus-
picion, because the Lord has done it. *‘* Whereas
I was blind, now I see,”’ may be the calm, happy
thankful certainty of the sinner who has met the
Son of God in the healing virtue of His blood.

But there is still more in the faith of this dear
~soul. 1 find her faith tried in the two ways that
the faith of Elisha had before been tried. The
sons of the prophets on the one hand, the wotd
of Elijah on the other, had put the faith of Elisha
to sore trial: but it prevailed, and onward he
followed his master till the chariot of Israel sep-
arated them. |

Aond so here. The thought of her husband
first, and then the way of Elisha, both rise as
tempters of the steadfastness of her soul.
““ Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? ”’ says
~her husband to her, ‘“it is neither new moon
nor sabbath ’’; and Elisha is for Gehazi satisfying
her, and would have him go forward, and lay his
staff on the face of the child. But the woman’s
faith silences both.  And she presses through

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

THE SHUNAMMITE. 111

the hindrance in the same decision and
fervency that Elisha himself before had done,
saying, ‘‘ As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, 1 will not leave thee’’ (it. 2, iv. 30.)

- The great enemy and deceiver, that old serpent
often proposes some delegated virtue, some ser-
vant and his staff. But faith ever withstands.
Through his subtilty and darkening of divine
counsels, confidence in ordinances was prevailing
in Galatia, but Paul clung to the cross, and cast
the. bondwoman out of the house. For the trial
of the soul, even the Lord Himself, like His
prophet here, can make some such offer. *If
thou wilt enter into life,”” says Jesus to the young
ruler, ‘‘ keep the commandments.””  But faith
would have answered, ‘‘Lord, thou hast the
words of life.”” The young ruler, however, may
try the proposed remedy, and take the servant
and the staff with him, and go his way, but Paul,
and faith, and this dear woman of Issachar, must
cling to Jesus only.

There is a greatness in the work of the Spirit
in her soul here that is indeed blessed. Elisha
had been already known to her in the quickening
of her dead body. She had learnt him, or God’s
power through him, in that, and to that she now
clings, in the face of every temptation. So with .
the sinner and JEesus. |

The sinner who believes has learnt the Son of
God in His quickening power. He has understood
the mystery of death and resurrection. He has
 been at Calvary, and at the empty sepulchre. He
has seen there things, and known the meaning of
them, for the full clearing of the conscience to-
wards God. And no ordinance, as people speak,
can take the place of them in the believer's soul.
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One mayv talk of new moons and Sabbaths, an-
other of the prophet’s staff in the hand of a vicar
or delegate, but the faith of a divinely taught
sinner apprehends nothing but the precious, un-
changing, imperishable virtue of Him who was
dead, and is-alive again; from whom, as this
dear woman did from Elisha, he has learnt where
alone quickening, redeeming, saving power is of
God to be received and enjoyed.

Sweet and fruitful indeed is this spot where
the feet of the prophet ofttimes tarried, and where
our thoughts, wearied with ourselves and the

world, may as often turn to get refreshing from
God,

Nations may be quarrelling and fighting ; the
cry of war may be coming from all quarters; the
professing Church may be passing through the
several stages of apostasy, as ‘‘ the way of Cam
the error of Balaam, the gainsaving of Core”’
but the soul’s Indmg -plage from 'the strife of
nations and the divisions of the Church is the
love of God, the unchangeable love of God ; and
faith car add without a question, ‘‘ This is His
- love to me, for whom He spared nothing, not even
His own Son, that I might be cleansed from all
my sins, possess cternal life, and be brought into
the cloudless enjoyment of His perfect and eternal
love.”” Whatever may occur in the history of
the Church or of our brethren, He is unchange-
able; and the individual soul that remains true
amidst the general failure, will find no change
in his * safe retreat,’”’ the changeless love of

God (Jude xx, 21).
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The people of Israel were in the deepest neces-
sity ; they had no water to drink. Day after
day their distress increased. There were no wells
at hand. They might make the most diligent
search, and put all their energies into exercise,
in digging deep in all directions; but still it was
a barrerr and thirsty land, where no water was.

Weak, parched, and prostrate, they had no
power whatever to meet their necessity. They
were perishing with thirst, and had no water to
drink. But more than this. They were sinners;
they murmured; they tempted God, and were
ready to stone His servant. They were unworthy
as well as needy. God might justly have allowed
them to perish, for they merited His wrath and
displeasure ; but He took occasion to deal in grace
instead of in judgment. His pitying eye beheld
their need; His loving heart compassionated
them; His infinite wisdom and mercy devised a
way of deliverance; and His almighty power
speedily carried it out. | :

The question was, Could God, would God, give
this thirsty, sinful, perishing people water to
drink ?

Yes, He could and would do so. Consistently
with His own holy attributes, and that too ir a
way that should be to the praise of His glory.
By smiting another instead of them, His justice
would be satisfied, and His mercy freely flow.
This is the way of grace to sinful, helpless man,
in the cross of Christ, and this way was showrr
forth in the type of the smitten rock. °* The
Lord said unto Moses, Behold, 1 will stand before
thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou
shalt SMITE THE ROCK, and there shall come water
out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses
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did so in the sight of the elders of Israel ”’ (Exo-
dus xvii. b, 6).

Thus is the way of grace, the needy sinful
people had an abundant supply of water to satisfy
their thirst. This is a fine example of grace,
and is important because we are told in the New
Testament that we are saved by grace: ‘‘ By
grace are ye saved, through faith ”’ (Eph. 1. 8).

Perhaps few things are so little understood
as grace. It is said by some that grace means
that God wilt do His part, if we will do ours. But
this entirely destroys thie thought of grace. Others
say that it means ummerited love. But it means
more than this, for it brings favour and blessing
to those who only deserve punishment and des-
truction ; it brings eternal life and glory to such
as have merited eternal death and banishment;
and it flows freely to us through the smitten Son
of God, who was wounded for our transgressions,
and bruised for our iniquities (Isa. liii. 5). .

It is the death of Christ, then, that is here
typified by the smitten rock. There the stripes
that we deserved were laid uponr Him, and thence
the water of life flows freely. Grace, then, is
suited for sinners. It springs from God, is mani-
fested in the death of Christ, and satisfies the
thirsty souls of those who there taste and see that
the Lord is good; and as it was only water from
the smitter rock that quenched the thirst of the
perishing Israelites, so it is only the blood of
the cross that gives peace to a sin-sick soul. If
for a thirsty, perishing Israelite to have turned
his back upon.the waters gushing out so abund-
antly from the smitten rock, instead of drinking
thereof, would be deemed to be the height of mad-
ness, how much more so for a man now to turn
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away from the crucified Son of God, who died
to save sinners!

Having said thus much on the smiting of the
“rock, let us turn more immediately to the subject
before us.

First, we may notice that, after the people of
Israel had drunk the water from the rock, they
lived, and fought the battles of the Lord; but
after a while, though the rock never left them,
they thirsted again, as we find in this chapter.
This is a remarkable type, and serves to show us
that, after we have received the Lord Jesus, after
we have obtained life and peace through faith in
His name, after we have fought the battles of
the Lord, after we may have drunk for months
and yeatrs the water of life, and enjoyed the pres-
ence. of the Lord, we shall yet be barren and
thirsty if we cease to live upon Christ; if we turn
from Him, and lose the taste and comfort of His
love.

In pursuing our meditation, we might remark,
first, On the state of the believer when not living
upon Christ; secondly, On failure in the service
of God; thirdly, Consider what is the Christian’s
true path; and fourthly, Glance at the blessings
connected with it.

1. THE STATE OF THE BELIEVER WHEN NOT
LIVING UPON CHRIST. So long as we abide 'in the
Lord Jesus, dwell on His love, live in His pres-
ence, sit at His feet, rest on His faithfulness,
feed on His word, love His ways, pour out our
hearts to Him, and draw out of His fulness, our
peace flows as a river; we overcome in conflict,
escape out of temptation, bear our sufferimgs with
fortitude, fight the good fight of faith, and re-
joice in hope of the glory of God. |
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But.when the eye and heart forget Christ, when
we turn from Him as the smitten Rock, the
fountain of life and love, then the barrenness and
sorrows of the wilderness press heavily upon. us,
and disappointment, rebellion, murmuring, and
other bitter fruits of unbelief, easily manifest
themselves. Perhaps no people act more foolishly,
are more miserable, or more exhibit the unlovely
tempers and evils of the flesh, than those believers
~who forget the Lord Jesus, and draw not refresh-
ment and blessing out of His fulness. The enemy
finding such off their guard, easily overcomes
them with his fiery darts, acts upon the pride and
lusts of the flesh, until, instead of the triumphant
song of ‘“ Worthy is the Lamb,’’ their lips give
utterance to words of discontent and despond-
ency. |

It has been said that ‘‘ the blood of Christ both
strengthens our inner man, and keeps down the
weeds of the flesh.”” And so it is; for, in the
exercise of faith, we draw from Christ, and so are
spiritually strengthened, that we are able to keep
-under carnal lusts. But, though we be true dis-
ciples of Christ, yet severed from Him we grow
weak spiritually, and fleshly desires and ways
spring up, and are sometimes painfully mani-
fested. Accordingly this chapter shows us that
when the people had no water from the rock,
and thirsted, they gathered themselves together
against the servants of God; chode with Moses,
complained of the barrenness of the wilderness,
and concluded that thev would die, and never see
the land of promise. Their experience was that
of darkness, barrenness, and misery, because they
got away from the only fountain of refreshment
and blessing. And so it is with God’s people
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- now. Oh, how many complaining child-
ren of God may trace their present sadness of
soul, not, as they suppose, to the circumstances
that have crossed their path, but to the two evils
of forsaking the fountain of living waters, and
hewing out to themselves broken cisterns that
can hold no water! (Jer. 1. 13).

How can we be happy apart from Him who is
our life and salvation? How can we be making
melody in our hearts, so long as the spring of all
our joy ceases to be viewed by us as the river
of life to our souls? Those who cleave to the
Lord Jesus, and walk in His ways, may assuredly
count upon the comfort of the Holy Ghost as
their portion; and while they will not be without
the trials of the wilderness, they will realise the
present help and mercy of God in trouble, and in
- God’s own good time deliverance from trouble.
Thus abiding in the Lord Jesus, we shall be happy
and fruitful, but severed from Him we shall be
barren and unhappy; and, as the apostle Peter
says, such will be blind, unmable to see afar off,
and will forget that they were purged from their
old sins {2 Pet. 1. 9). How important, then, that
we should not seek satisfaction at the worldling’s
swine-trough ; but, knowing that Christ is all,
live upon Him, His person, work, fitness, fulness,
and offices ; drink deeply into His gracious words
and ways, treasure up His promises, dwell on His
unutterable and unchanging love, seek more and
more His unsearchable riches; so that the con-
stant language of our souls may be, ‘‘ His mouth
is most sweet, yea, He is altogether lovely. This
is my Beloved, and this is my Friend’’ (Song of
Sol. v. 186).

2. FAnLURE IN SERVICE is also recorded in this
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affecting narrative. Moses desired to serve the
Lord, and to serve His people; but he did not
do so in God’s way; instead, therefore, of its
being acceptable service, it was so displeasing
to the Lord that he was not allowed to go into
the land on account of it. It was zeal, but not
according to knowledge. God told Moses to take
the rod, but did not tell him to use i1t as he did.
He was also told to speak to the rock, but instead
of that he smote it. God used no rebuke in speak-
ing to His servant about the assembly, but Moses
called them °‘‘rebels.””  All these things show
that Moses was not serving in the temper and
spirit of the Lord. To seek to satisfy God’s
thirsty people was well, but he did not act in it
for the glory of God. And it is important. to
‘notice that, notwithstanding Moses’ failure, God
~acted then as He often does now, He brought
blessing' to the people, though He chastened His
servant for his inconsistent conduct. The failure
was very great, not only in its not being obedi-
ence to the Lord’s plain command, but in spoiling
the type, which was, doubtless, intended to teach
us that the rock once smitten, need never be
smitten again, but would give forth refreshing
streams at the cry of faith, as we now know Christ
(1 Cor. x. 4). _

The rod here was evidently not the rod of
Moses, wherewith he smote the rock; that rod
Moses took with him on the top of the hill, after
the rock in Horeb was smitten, ard we never
hear of it afterwards. Moses’ rod there did its
work, and the tvpe teaches us that the law had
its claims met in the smiting and death of the
Son of God. The rod ordered to be taken in this
scene at Meribah was the rod which was before
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the Lovd (v. 9), which was Aaron's rod (see ch.
xvii.), and teaches us not about smiting, but about
the resurrection and priesthood of Christ. We
are told that this dead rod ‘‘budded, and
brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and
yielded almonds, and was laid up before the tes-
timony . . . . and the Lord said, Thou shalt
quite take away their murmurings from me, that
they die not.”’ B

Thus we see strikingly shadowed forth the
resurrection and priesthood of Christ. It can,.
therefore, easily be seen how consistent with the
truth it would be for Moses to hold forth this
beautiful rod beside the rock gushing with his
waters at his word, and how contrary to the typical
meaning it was to smite -the rock, especially with
such a rod. How blessed now to know Jesus in
resurrection glory as the Rock once smitten to
save His people from death, but now before the
Lord ; and that we have only to contemplate Him
to be filled with adoring gratitude ; only to speak
to Him, and His blessings flow with abundant
refreshment !

Much religious service in the present day, we
fear, is not acceptable to God.* Much there may
be that God’s eye detects as being chiefly the
busy energy of the flesh, and not spiritual; not
in the obedience of faith; not in accordance with
the truth of God. How important that we should
not only by addicting ourselves to the Lord’s
work, but that we should carry it out in God’s
way, and for His glory! This leads us to con-
sider-— |

3. Tuae CHrisTIAN’S TRUE PATH. Declension
of soul and failure in service, generally go to-
gether. The Christian’s true path is communion
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.with God, and obedience to His word; and the
backsliding and failing Christian must return
thither, if he would be happy, and glorify God.
The believer’s calling is unto ‘‘ fellowship with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ’’;
to walk with God; to realise that all his springs
are in Him, and to wait for His Son from heaven.
Christ, the true Rock that was smitten, is his
all-satisfying portion. He has to do with the
- Lord Jesus who was crucified, who said, ‘‘ It 1s
finished !’ and bowed His head and gave up the
ghost. He knows that that one fimished work
of eternal redemption is perfect, and that by it
He has petfected for ever all those who truly
believe i Him ; so that there remains no more
sacrifice for sins. He, therefore, looks to Jesus
risen and glorified, the slain Lamb on the right
hand of God, as the One who has all power in
heaven and in earth. His business, then, in every
need is to *‘ speak to the Rock,”” and to prove that
living water continually flows from Him (John vii.
37). _
The Christian has generally much joy at first,
because his thirst is satisfied by simply drinking
of the waters of the smitten rock, and Christ
is all to him.  He knows little of the deceitfulness
of his own heart, the trials of the wilderness, or
of the seductions of Satan. After a while, how-
ever, when unexpected difficulties and necessities
cross his path, he perhaps unconsciously loses
sight of Christ, by being taken up with the sor-
rowful circumstances, and thirsts for refreshment
and comfort. But where will he find it? Surely
he will find it flow onlyv from that same Rock
which at first quenched his thirst, the Lamb who
1s now in the midst of the throne. This, then, is

+
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the Christian’s true course : lookinmg unto Jesus,
abiding in Jesus, drawing from Jesus, learning °
of Jesus, whose ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all His paths are peace; or as the apostle
expresses it, ‘‘ Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known unto
God . (Phil. iv. 6). Speak to the Rock; every
need should lead us to the fulmess of the Lord
jesus; every temptation to His sympathy and
power; every occasion of blessing with thanks-
giving to Him; every sorrow should lead us to
contemplate the sorrows of Jesus; every act of
service should be done in dependence on the Lord
Jesus; yea, concerning everything we ‘should
speak to Him. Those who thus set the lLord
always before them will experience that He is at
their right hand, and that they cannot be moved
(Ps. xvi, 8). | |
Oh, ye dear children of God! are you cast
down by reason of the trials of the way? Are
you oppressed, and fainting under a semse of
your many needs, many sorrows, many achings
of heart? Oh, speak to the Rock! Go and tell
the Lord Jesus all your sorrows, and all your
perplexities ; yea, tell Him all ; pour out your heart
before Him. He will refresh your spirit, lift up
your hands that hang down, sustain your confi-
dence, give you wisdom, and show you that He
careth for you. He bhids you trust ir Him at
all times ; not some times, but all times ; therefore
speak to Him this time. You may have proved
it a blessed thing to speak to Him i times past:
oh, speak to Him now! Cast all your care on
Him, for He says He careth for you. Cast every
- burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you..
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You need not fear any sorrow, if it only lead you
to the Lord Jesus; and every felt need will be a
blessing, if it only be a fresh errand to the throne
of grace (Heb. iv. 16). Fellow-Christians! the
Rock still gives forth His water, and refreshing
streams still flow freely to us from our Lord Jesus.
[t is vain to look elsewhere. Princes cannot help
us. Creatures are broken cisterns; and it is writ-
ten, ‘‘ Woe to them that go down to LEgypt for
help!’” and, ‘‘ Cursed be the mam that trusteth
in man, and maketh flesh his arm.’”” Without
Christ we can do mnothing; but there is no un-
certainty in calling upon the Lord Jesus. ‘‘ Speak
ye unto the Rock, . . . and it shall give forth
His water '’ {Isa. xxxi. 1; Jer. xvii. 5). Such is
the way of blessing; for it is written, ‘‘ Blessed
are all they that put their trust in Him.”’ *‘ Bles-
sed is the man that heareth me, watching daily
at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.”’
In this way only will true Christians be happy,
and thus be fitted for the Lord’s work ; for ** the
joy of the Lord is our strength *’ (Ps. ii. 12 ; Prov.
viii. 34; Neh. viii. 10}, ’
It is only by the written word, unfolded to us
by the Spirit, that we know how to serve God
acceptably. ‘‘If a man love me, he will keep my
words,’’ said Jesus. It seemed a little thing when
God said, ‘‘ Speak ye unto the rock,’’ that Moses
should smite it; but it dishonoured God. God's
word is to be heeded by us, and obeyed; and
drinking of the water from the rock and honour-
ing His word, we shall render acceptable service.
The importance of simply obeyving God’s word
is again taught us ir 1 Sam. xv. God commanded
Saul to slay all the Amalekites, but Saul only
slew some. This was disobedience: and God
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told him, that ‘‘ to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams.”’

We see another example in the days of David.
God had ordered that none were to carry the ark
of God but the Levites; but David ordered it
otherwise. The consequence was that disappoint-
ment, chastisement, and failure, accompanied the
service (see 1 Chron. xiii. 10); but afterwards,
when the king acted according to the word
of the Lord, and rendered acceptable service
it was connected with the TLord’s blessing,
and the people’s joy and gladness. How im-
portant, then, that we should beware of the tra-
ditions of men, and heed and obey the written -
word of God ! -

4. Let us now glance at THE BLESSINGS CON-
NECTED WITH DRINKING OF THE WATER TROM THE
ROCK. The people’s thirst. was quenched, their
murmurings ceased, their spirits were refreshed,
and their hearts were cheered. But the sequel
shows us two things more : first, that they acted
graciously ; and sccondly, they fought against the
enemies of the Lord valiantly. In reference to the
first point we are told that they sent kind messages
to the kinmg of Edom, and when the Edomites
repeatedly refused to let Israel pass through
their land on any terms, they went another way.
This was carrying out the mind of God, for Edom
was Israel’s brother after the flesh; and it re-
minds us of the fact that those who taste and
ermjoy most of the grace of God will be kind,
vielding and gracious to others. Who would
have thought, a short time before, that those re-
bellious Israelites would be so soon acting in such
a gracious temper; but they had drunk of the
water from the rock; and they had seen and be-
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lieved the goodness of the Lord; and this had
made the difference.

With regard to the second point, when the
Canaanites attacked them, and took some of their
brethren prisoners, they went forth in the strength
of the Lord and fought valiantly and successfully
against the enemy, and utterly destroyed both
them and their cities.  They fought for their
falen brethren, and against the enemies of the
Lord. Is it possible that these very people were
so recently chiding with Moses, and setting them-
selves against him and Aaron? Yes; but they
had drunk of the water from the rock; they had
been restored in their minds to a consciousness
that God was for them, and not against them,
and this had made the difference.

Soon, beloved, the Lord Jesus will come again,
and our pilgrimage days will have for ever passed
away ; we shall then no longer know the sorrows
and drought of a barren wilderness. Now it 1s
‘our highest privilege to ‘‘speak to the Rock,’’ to
hold intercourse by faith with our blessed Lord
Jesus, whom having not seen we love; then we
shall see Him face to face, and admiring His
eternal beauties and excellencies with unalloyed
and unchanging joy and gratitude, we shall be
FOR EVER WITH THE LORD.

We are united to Christ. He represents us
before God. He 1s our righteousness. But at
the same time, He who, in His perfection, is our
righteousness is also our life; so that the Spirit
aims at the manifestation of this same perfection,
~ practical perfection, in the daily life of Christians.
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The Deadly Pottage Healed.
(Read 2 Kings iv. 38-41).

HE incidents of our prophet’s life are like
so many emanations of glory through the
cloud of his apparent poverty and nothing-

ness in the world. And this was one character
of the life of the Son of God on the earth.

Here we have a very bright expression of his
ways, and of the ways of Him whom he fore-
shadowed.

There was ‘‘ death in the pot’’; death indeed
where life should have been; death invading the
place where life looked for its support and
strengthening. But the prophet has the remedy
for death here, as he had for the curse at Jericho.
We know One of whom we sing,

‘“ Where He displays His healing power,

Death and the curse are known no more.”’

And here our prophet, the shadow of JeEsus, has
meal to cast into the pot, as before he had salt
to cast into the waters ; and both are healed.

Moses also typified this at Marah, where he
had the wood for the bitter waters. For the Son
of God has cast Himself into the scene of death,
and intercepted its course. He has come with
His healing cross, and destroyed ‘‘him that hath
the power of death’” (Exod. xv. 2b). ‘‘ With
His stripes we are healed.”” There is a cry at
the discovery of the death that has entered ; but the
Sorr of God has answered it. We eat of what
in our wilfulness we had gathered; but JEsus
changes the feast, and gives us meat indeed and
drink indeed, on which we live even in the time
of dearth (Isa. liii. 5).
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Death and the curse are altogether at the dis-
posal of Him who has cast Himself on our side
into the scene and action of this world. ‘‘1 have
the keys of hell and of death,”” says He; and
His strength shall rescue creation from the curse,
and cast death itself into ‘‘the lake of fire”
(Rev. i, 18; xx. 14).

““ Why,”” we may ask with amazement of soul,
“did we ever gather our wild fruit, and bring
death -in? Why did we not sit at the feast as it
‘was first spread for us? »’

IFor what a miniature picture of the whole great
mystery does this little inctdent give us! What
has Adam done? What has Christ done? -Have
we not the answer here? The prophet prepared
a feast. Though it were a time of dearth he had
resources. He had pottage for his guests, and
the pot was seething on the fire. But there was
some one, it matters not who, save that it was
neither the prophet nor his servant, who thought
to improve the feast, and officiously and intrusive-
ly gathered some wild gourds. But his gourds
brought death into the prophet’s pot.

And what did Adam but this? The Lord, the
Creator, had spread a feast, rich and dainty, and
abundant for him, in Eden, but Adam must needs
improve it. ~ He gathers wild fruit, something
that the Lord had not ordained for the table,
something in additionr; but he spoils everything,
and brings death into the pot; death upon that
board which the Lord had loaded with the sweet-
est, richest food of life!

The prophet, however, had the remedy, and
heals the pot, arrd then his guests retake their
seats at the feast, with ‘only fresh appetite to still
more savoury meat. It is now a healed table,
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and not a spread table merely. They may admire
and love the man and his resources, who could
then, in unupbraiding grace, restore their good
things, the good things which in their wanton
pride they had thought to improve, but had ut-
terly ruined and defiled.

Is mot this JEsus and ourselves I ask? Do we
not sit at a healed table? ‘‘The leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations’ (Rev.
xxil, 2). We are at a happier table than the
bowers of Eden would ever have shaded. We
sit at the feast of the REDEEMER with new affec-
tions. We admire the healing as well as the
creating virtue of His power, and lose ourselves
in love and praise at the thought of the unup-
braiding grace that has thus repaired the mischief.

We may store our intellect with biblical know-
dedge, we may have the doctrines of the Bible
and the letter of Scripture at our finger-ends,
without having one particle of unction or spiritual
power. We must go to Scripture as a thirsty
man goes to a well; as a hungry man goes to a
meal ; as a mariner goes to a chart. We must go
to it because we cannot do without it. We go
not merely to study, but to feed. The instincts of
the divine nature lead us naturally to the word of
God, as the new-born babe desire the milk by
which he is to grow. It is by feeding on the
word that the new man grows. | |
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“ The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. [0).

Bible Truth Dep

Naaman the Syrian.
(Reap 2 Kings v.)

ARIOUS, as well as striking and significant,
are the glories that shine along the path
of our prophet. Every stage tells out

some great and new secret of God.

In this history we have, it seems, all the lead-
ing truths of the mystery of God's grace simply
yet strikingly illustrated. A parable this of very
rich instructior.

1. In the person of NAAMAN we get man in
his best estate.  Naaman must have been the
world’s envy, the great favourite of the day. He
was made much of, as we speak, by every one;
by the king himself, and all the nation. The
Lord in endowments and providences had greatly
signalized him. But ‘“ he was a leper.”” There
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was a stain on all his glory which no hand but
God’s could remove ; and let the world flatter him
as it might, it was a witness, a constant witness,
to himself, that all was not right.

And such irdeed is man. Let him be advan-
taged as he may in circumstances, or set off as
he may by embellishments and attractions, there
i1s a witness against him still.

2. In the LITTLE CAPTIVE MAID whom we next
see we get just the opposite of Naaman. All was
against her in circumstances. She hadl been
dragged from friends and home, and was a bond-
servant in a stranger’s house and land; but she
carried a secret the very opposite of Naaman’s
secret, She had the witness of God for her, as
he had His witness against him. She knew the
healing, while he felt the sore. This was a
mighty difference ; yea, all the difference, if God
be considered. To have Him for, not against
us, 1s surely the grand circumstance of all. And
s0 was it here. And so is it with every true
Israclite like her; in the knowledge of the same
secret, in the knowledge of that healing of God,
they can say, ‘‘If God be for us, who can be
against ug? '’ (Rom. viii. 31).

3. These are valuable lessons in this parable.
But we have others. THE KING oF SYRIA is next
introduced ; and he represents man in his lofti-
ness of thought and gelf-esteem, even in religion.
He judges, to be sure, that nothing can be done
for the divine healing' of his favourite captain
but through him and his resources. Who but
he? Who but the king? was the language of his
heart. He therefore prepares his silver, his gold,
and his raiment, and writes a letter with his owrmr
hand on this business to the king of Israel; a
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king to a king; for nothing less than such pat-
ronage can give fair promise of blessing.

All this is worldly religion, man’s thoughts
about God’s way. But there is nothing that
the king of Syria does that is not simply labour
lost. Hisi own personal patronage and gifts, and
the countenance he sought of a brother king, all
is religious vanity, And the king of Israel, who
had the advantage of God’s revelation in his
country is able to refuse to take his part in this
grand purpose and thought of the king of Syria.

4. There is, however, one higher than the king
in all this, though the Syrian knows nothing of
him. ErisHa had, of course, passed the notice of
this great man of the earth. But Elisha, who is
now also, in hig turm, introduced to us in the
history, is Naaman’s only hope in this day of
his: leprosy. And Elisha, conscious that the
power of God was with him, makes no stir or
difficulty as the king had done. He has not,
like ONE afterwards, the authority of his own
word to cleanse away this stain, but he is in
the secret of God’s ordained remedy, and he car,
with authority, preach that to the leper.

For here I may notice how Jesus shines above
all. 'When the leper comes to Him, it is not as
with the king, ‘““ Am I God, that I should heal
a man of his leprosy?’’ nor is it as with the
prophet, ‘ Go, wash in Jordan and be clean.”
No; but He reveals Himself at once in the place
and power of God: ‘I will; be thou clean.”
Elisha was but a preacher .of Jesus to Naaman.
Jesus was the leper’s cleansing, healing God; as
John, or the brightest of them, is but the bride-
groom’s friend; Jesus the only bridegroom.

. And therr in this same picture we see an-
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other-object of the deepest interest to us. I mean
the poor convicted leper passing through his
cleansing. At first nature 1s strong in him.  He
resents the remedy which grace had provided, a
remedy most simple but most humbling ; so sim-
ple that there was no mistaking it, and no diffi-
culty in applying it, saving the difficulty which
man’s. pride and prev10us thoughts had opposed
to it. But these give battle at once. g

But grace can plead with a slow, reluctant
heart, as well as provide for a  leprous body.
Grace can use a ministry, as well as an open
fountain, for sinners. And that ministry, like the
remedy, 1s simple and artless, and as such fitted
to its’end. Naaman’s servants in their way, met
the rising's of nature i their master, and their
word or ministry is blest; the proffered fountain
is tried, its virtues are proved, and the flesh that
was leprous became like that of a little child. It
1s more than restoration; it is resurrection. Jor-
dan was a true baptism to this Syrian. He dies,
and lives again ; he is buried, and rises again, and
comes forth not mere]y as a kealed but as a new
creature. ‘-
. And what is the fruit of this new condition in
which' he finds himself? Here we trace the par-
able still, and get the great pr1nc1ple of God’s
way illustrated.
1. He stands before Elisha with all his com-
pany. It is not now the proud but the humble
Naaman. Sweet fruit this of the new man that
Naaman had become! He is humbled because
he is healed.
- 2, He makes a goodly confession to the name
of the one only God. He takes Him for his God;
he had learnt Him through the health and sal-
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vation He had givenr him. And this is the way
that the new creature ever learns Him, the only
way He can be learnt or known in this world.
3. He presses his gifts, whatever he had, on
the prophet; not now, as the king his -master
thought, to purchase the healing. He had ‘been
forgiven, and therefore he loved.

4. He will henceforth know no other God
and in order to that he seeks materials to raise
Him an altar. God must be his God, even in the
midst of infidel Syria, whither he is returning.’
Him, and Him only, will he worship. . For this
““two mules’ burden of earth,”’ was for the end
of erecting, as it were, another Ed beyond the
Jordan (Josh. xxii. 34). It was to bear witness,
in the distant land of Syria, that this citizen of
that country, like the Ethiopian eunuch after-
wards, had cast in his lot with Israel, and ‘had
come, like Ruth the Moabitess before, to ‘trust
under the wings of the God of Israel.

5. And, lastly, he gets a renewed conscience,
all quick (md sensitive of the least, even apparent,
departure from the God.who had now blessed him.
He dreads the appearance of evil.  He would not
have it thought that any attendance of his on
his mastes was recurring to the old principles of
Syria, and the house of Rimmon. Such he had’
left, and left for ever, through God’s grace, and
would now, at the very entrance on his new cre-
ation in Christ Jesus, enter a protestation against
everything that might even look otherwise.

This narrative, therefore, which thus occupies an |
important place in the ministry of our prophet, and
is the scene in his labours taken up and referred
to by his divine Master afterwards (Luke iv.), is
one of extensive value to us, so clearly and Tully
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exhibiting the dealing of God with each of us.
Let us, with all simplicity of heart, assure our-
selves that all was written for our learning ; that
our God has from the beginning been allowing
things to happen to others, that we might be
admonished and comforted by them.

But there is one other point i this scene which
I observe. The prophet (v. 26) does not challenge
- Gehazi on the ground of his having lied to
Naaman, but on quite another form of evil that
was in his conduct. And there is, I believe,
great force and beauty in this. ‘‘Ig it a time,””
says Elisha to his servant, ‘‘to receive monev,
and to receive garments, and oliveyards and vine-
yards, and sheep and oxen, and men servants
and maid servants? *’ -

This was an ingredient in the sin which be-
longed rather te the Spirit to notice; the lie was
of common moral apprehension,

The Gentile had just been learning the grace of
the God of Israel. The talents of silver, and
pieces of gold, and changes of raiment, which
the king of Syria had sent into the land of Israel,
had been despised by the prophet, and Naaman
was bearing them all, to the utmost ‘‘ thread ’ or
‘“ shoe-latchet ”’ home with him again. » He had
gone to the waters without money and without
price, and was the witness that the gift of God
was not to be purchased with money.

Terrible, then, was it to have all thig testimony
confounded. Well might the prophet ask, was
this a time to take the Syrian’s money? Could
anything be more grievous to the Spirit? The
lie, it is true, was abominable; the lie first to
Naaman, and then to Elisha himself; it was all
abominable., But what shall we say of this sad
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counter-testimony, this Clouding of the brightness
of the grace of God, this giving occasion to them
that might seek occasmn'P

This was the offence which the Spirit noticed,
and the prophet challenged. Gehazi hkad sold
the honour of the rich and free grace of the Lord
©of Israel to the reproaches of an injurious world.
At least, he had done all he could to this end.
His money must therefore perish with him. He
must be put outside the borders of the camp; for
he who could thus falsify the God of Israel, was
unfit to be of the Israel of God.

The parable of the unmerciful servant reads
the same warning to us. The grace of the gos-
pel was there insulted, and the man that exposed
it to reproach was cast into outer places like the
leprous Gehazi. It was the energy of the dear
apostle, on the other hand, to reflect and set off
that grace continually, Read his ways in Acts
xxX. 33-35. For the reasonable service ig this :~—
““ Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
that is in heaven is perfect.”  ‘ Maintain the
family character,”’ as has been the paraphrase of
that lovely word; but Gehazi was not jealous of
its honour or praise in the sight of the mations.
Did he not count himself unworthy of a place
in it? - |

This is the serious feature in this otherwise
happy picture. And it is sericus, that a man like
Gehazi, who had companied so long and so in-
timately with such a servant of God as Elisha,
should have been so distant from his spirit !

This part of the story, however, brings out
what, on the other hand, is comforting and en-
~couraging, that the soul of the Syrian, though
it has now passed the hour of its first love, and
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" he is on his journey to his distant home, has not
lost the generomty of that first hour. He alights.
at once on seeing the prophet’s servant behind
him, and without suspicion and without reserve,
lays his 4reasures at the servant’s feet, as he had,
on the first moment, offered to do at the master’s }
Oh, that on our journey the first hour may con-
tinue to be felt!

* Manifested before the
Judgment Seat of Christ.”

V ERY many minds are perplexed by the
statement contained in 2 Corinthians v. 10 :
‘““ For we must all appear [or rather ‘‘ he
manifested *’ ] before the judgment-seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad.”

Now in reality there is no dlfﬁculty or ground
of perplexity here. All we need is to look at the
matter from a divine stand-point, and with a
simple mind, in order to see it clearly. This is
true in reference to every subject treated of in
the Word of God, and specially so as to the point
now before us.

We have no doubt whatever that the real secret
of the difficulty felt by so many in respect to
the question of the judgment-seat of Christ is
self-occupation. Hence it is we so often hear
such questions as the following: ‘ Can it be
possible that all our sins, all our failures, all our
mfirmities, all our naughty and foolish ways,
shall be published, in the presence of assembled
myriads, before the judgment-seat of Christ? ”’
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Well, then, in the first place, we have to
remark that Scripture says nothing of the kind.
The passage before us, which contains the great,
broad statement of the truth on this weighty
subject, simply declares that ‘‘ we must all be
manifested before the judgment-seat of Christ.”’

But how shall we be manifested? Assuredly
as we are. But how is that? As God’s work-
manship, as perfectly righteous, and perfectly
holy, and perfectly accepted in the Person of that
very One who will sit on the judgment-seat, and
who Himself bore in His own body on the tree all
the judgment due to us, and made a full end of
the entire system in which we stood. All that
which, as sinners, we had to meet, Christ met n
our stead. Our sins He bore; our sin He con-
demned. He stood in our stead, and answered
all responsibilities which rested upon us as men
alive in the flesh, as members of the first man,
as standing on the old creation ground. The
Judge Himself is our righteousness. We are in
Him. All that we are, and all that we have, we
owe it to Him and to His perfect work.

If we, as sinners, had to meet Christ as a
Judge, escape were utterly impossible; but,
.inasmuch as He is our righteousness, condemna-~
tion is utterly impossible. In short, the matter
is reversed. The atoning death and triumphant
resurrection of our Divine Substitute has com-’
pletely changed everything, so that the effect
of the judgment-seat of Christ will be to make
manifest that there is not, and cannot be, a
single stain or spot on that workmanship of God
which the saint is declared to be. (Eph. i1 10.)

But, then, let us ask, Whence this dread of
having all our naughtiness exposed at the judg-
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ment-sedt of Christ? Does not He know all
about us? Are we more afraid of being mani-
fested to the gaze of men and angels than to the
- gaze of our blessed and adorable Lord? If we are
manifested to Him, what matters it to whom
beside we are known? How far are Peter and
David and many others affected by the fact that
untold millions have read the record of their sins,
and that the record thereof has been stereotyped
on the page of inspiration? Will 1t prevent their
sweeping the strings of the golden harp, or
-casting their crowns before the feet of Him whose
precious blood has obliterated for ever all their
sins, and brought them, without spot, into the
full blaze of the throne of God? |
Assuredly not. Why, then, need any he
troubled by the thought of their being thoroughly
manifested before the judgment-seat of Christ?
W ill not the Judge of all the earth do right? (Gen.
xviii. 25.) May we not safely leave ail in the
‘hands of Him who has loved us, and washed
us in His own blood? Cannot we trust ourselves
implicitly to the One who loved us with such- a
love? Will He expose us? Wil He, can He,
~ -do aught inconsistent with the love that led Him
to give His precious life for us? Will the Head
-expose the body, or any member thereof? Will
the Bridegroom expose the bride? Yes, He will,
in one sense. But how? He will publicly set
forth, in view of all created intelligences, that
there is not a speck, nor a flaw, not a spot nor
a wrinkle, or any such thing, to be seen upon
‘that Church which He loved with a love that many
waters could not quench. (Song of Sol. vii. 7.)

Ah ! Christian reader, dost thou not see how
‘that nearness to the heart of Christ, as well as
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the knowledge of His perfect work, would com-
pletely roll away the mists which enwrap the
subject of the judgment-seat? If thou art washed
from thy sins in the blood of Jesus, and loved
by God as Jesus is loved, what reason hast thou
to fear that judgment-seat, or to shrink from the
thought of being manifested before it? None
whatever. Nothing can possibly come up there
to alter thy standing, to touch thy relationship,
to blot thy title, to cloud thy prospect. Indeed, we
are fully persuaded that the light of ‘‘ the judg-
ment-seat >’ will chase away many of the clouds
that have obscured ‘‘ the mercy-seat.’’

Many, when they come to stand before that
judgment-seat, will wonder why they ever feared
it for themselves. They will see their mistake,
and adore the grace that has been so much better
than all their legal fears. Many who have hardly
ever been able to read their title here, will
read it there, and rejoice and wonder, and love
and worship. They will then see, in broad day-
light, what poor, feeble, shallow, unworthy
thoughts they had once entertained of the love
of Christ, and of the true character of His work.
They will perceive how sadly prone they ever
were to measure Him by themselves, and to think
and feel as if His thoughts and ways were like
their own. All this will be seen in the light of
that day, and then the burst of praise, the
rapturous hallelujah, will come forth from many

a heart that, when down here, had been robbed
of its peace and joy by legal and unworthy
thoughts of God and His Christ.

But while it is divinely true that nothing can
come out before the judgment-seat of Christ
to disturb, in any way, the standing or relation-
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ship of the very feeblest member of the body of
Christ, or of any member of the family of God

yet is the thought of that judgment most solemni
and we1ghtv Yes, truly, and none will more
feel its weight and solemnity than those who
can look forward to it with perfect calmness.

And be it well remembered that there are two
things indispensably needful in order to enjoy
this calmness of spirit. First, we must have a
title without a blot; and, secondly, our- moral and:
practical state must be sound. -

No amount of mere evangelical clearness as
to our title will avail unless we are walking. in.
moral integrity before God. It will not do for
a man to say that he is not afraid of the judgment-
seat of Christ because Christ died for him, while,
at the same time, he is walking in a loose, care-
less, self-indulgent way. This is a most dreadfut
delusion. It is alarming in the extreme to find
persons drawing a plea from evangellc clearness
to shirk the holy responsibility resting upon them
as the servants of Christ. Are we to speak idle
words because we know we shall never come inta
judgment? The bare thought is horrible; and
yet we may shrink from such a thing when'
clothed in plain language before us; while, at the
same time, we allow ourselves to be -drawn,
through a false application of the doctrines of
grace, into most culpable laxity and carelessness
as to the claims of holiness.

All this must be sedulously avoided. The grace
that has-delivered us from judgment should exert
a more powerful influence upon our ways than
the fear of that judgment. And not only so, but
we must remember that, while we, as sinners, are
delivered from judgment and wrath, yet, "as
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servants, we must give account of ourselves and
our ways. It is not a question of our being
exposed here or there to men, angels, or devils.
No; we must glve account 10 Gop. (Rom. xiv.
11, 12.) This is far more serious, far more
wxaig'htyl, -far more influential, than our being
exposed in the view of any creature. ‘‘ Whatso-
ever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and
not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong
shall receive for the wrong which he hath_ done :

and there is no respect of persons.” (Col. .iii
23-26.) - |

This is most serious and salutary. It may be
asked, ‘“ When shall we have to give account to
God? When shall we receive for the wrong? "’
'We are not told, because that is not the question.
The - grand object of the Holy Ghost in the
passages Just quoted is to lead the conscience
into holy exercise in the presence of God and of
the Lord Christ. This is good and most needful
in a day of easy profession like the present, when
there is much said about grace, free salvation,
justification without works, our standing in
Christ. o o :

Is it that we want to weaken the sense of these
things? Far be the thought. Yea, we would, in
every possible way, seek to lead sculs into the
divine knowledge and .enjoyment of these most
precious privileges. But then we must remember
the adjusting power of truth. ‘There are always
two sides to a question; and we find in the pages
of the New Testament the clearest and fullest
statements of grace lying side by side with the
most solemn and searching statements as to our
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responsibility. Do the latter obscure the former?
Assuredly not. But neither should the former
weaken the latter. Both should have their due
place, and be allowed to exert their moulding
influence upon our character and ways.

- Some professors seem to have a great dislike
to the words ‘‘ duty ’ and ‘‘ responsibility ’’; but
we invariably find that those who have the deepest
sense of grace, have also, and as a necessary con-
sequence, the truest sense of duty and respon-
sibility, We know of no exception. A heart that
is duly influenced by divine grace is sure to
welcome everv reference to the claims of holiness.
It is only empty talkers about grace and standing
that raise an cutcry about duty and respon-
sibility. -~ God deals in moral realities. He is
real with us, and He wants us to be real with
Him. He 1s real in His love, and real in His
faithfulness; and He would have us real in our
dealings with Him, and in our response to His
holy claims. It is of little use to say, ‘‘ Lord,
Lord,” if we live in the neglect of His command-
ments. It is the merest sham to say, ‘‘ I go, sir,”
if we do not go. God looks for obedience in
His children. ‘“ He i1s a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.”” ({(Heb. xi. 6.)

May we bear these things in mind, and remem-
ber that all must come out before the judgment-
seat of Christ. ‘“ We must all be manifested ’”
there. This is unmingled joy to a really -upright
mind. If we do not unfeignedly rejoice at the
thought of the judgment-seat of Christ, there
must be something wrong. Either we are not
established in grace, or we are walking in some
false way. If we know that we are justified and
accepted before God in Christ, and if we are
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walking in moral integrity as in His presence,
the thought of the judgment-seat of Chl‘lSt will
not disturb our hearts,

The apostle could say, ‘“ We are made manifest
to God; and 1 trust also are made manifest in
your consciences.”” (2 Cor. v. 11.} Was Paul
afraid of the judgment-seat? Not he. But why?
Because he knew that he was accepted as to his
person in a risen Christ; and as to his ways hLe
‘“laboured that whether present or absent he
might be accepted of Him.”’ (v. 9.) Thus it was
with this holy man of God and devoted servant of
Christ. ‘‘ And herein do I exercise myself, to
have always a conscience void of offence toward
God and toward men.”” (Acts xxtv. 16.) Paul
knew that he was accepted in Christ, and there-
fore he laboured to be accepted of Him,

These two things should never be separated,
and they never will be in any divinely taught
mind or .divinely regulated conscience. They will
be perfectly joined together, and in holy harmony
exert their formative power over the soul. It
should be our aim to walk even now in the light
of the judgment-seat. This would prove a whole-
some regulator in many ways. It will not, in
any wise, lead to legahity of spirit. Impossible.
Shall we have any legality when we stand before
- the judgment-seat of Christ? Assuredly not.
Well, then, why should the thought of that judg-
ment-seat exert a legal influence now? In point
of fact, we feel assured there i1s and can be no
greater joy to an honest heart than to know that
everything shall come clearly and fully out, in
the perfect light of that solemn day that is
approaching. We shall see all then as Christ
sees it; and judge of it as He judges.

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

1 44 WORDS OF TRUTH.

Is it a question of our being exposed to the
whole universe? By no means. ~Should we be
concerned whether or not? Certainly not. Will
it, can it, touch our acceptance? Nay, we shall
shme in all the perfectness of our risen and
- glorified Head.. The Judge Himself is our
righteousness. We stand in Him. He is our all.
What can touch us? We shall appear there as
the fruit of His perfect work. We shall he
associated with Him in the ]udgment which he
will execute.
~Is not this enough to settle every question?
No doubt. But still we have to think of our
individual walk and service. We have to look to
it that we bring no wood, hay and stubble into the
light of the coming day, for as surely as we do
we shall suffer loss, though we ourselves shall
be saved through the fire (1 Cor. iii. 15). We
should seek to carry ourselves now, as those who
are already in the light, and whose one desire
is to do what is well pleasing to our adorable
Lord, not because of the fear of judgment, but
under " the vast constraining influence ’’ of His
love. “*The love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for aII
then were all dead: and that He died for all,
that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for
them, and rose again.”” (vv. 14, 15)

" This is the true motive- sprmg in all Christian
service. It is not the fear of judgment impelling,

but the love of Christ constraining us; and we
may say, with fullest assurance, that never shall
we have so deep a sense of that love as when
we stand hefore ‘‘ the judgment-seat of Christ.”’
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
- of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).
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L
‘“ The Vision of the Almighty."

RrAp NUMBERS XXII.-XXIV.

HE' Book of Numbers gives the history of
the testing and total failure of man,
looked at as walking in the wilderness,

and thus in responsibility ; while it also unfolds
the fulness of the grace of God, which takes up
His people’s case, and brings them through (in
spite of themselves, so to speak), into the land
where God had purposed they should be.

Even Moses himself fails here, and is shut out.

After two years in the wilderness the people
were to go up, and possess the land. They are
filled with unbelief and fears, and will not go up,
and they are turned back to wander for forty
years 1n the wilderness. God, in the most touch-
ing way, turns back, and becomes a wanderer
with them for the rest of the forty years.

This book 1s not like that of Joshua, fighting
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God’s battles in heavenly places (Canaan). It is
the history of the wilderness, where: we learn our
- own hearts; as we read, ‘‘ Thou shalt remember
all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in
thine heart,”” and ‘‘ To do thee good at thy latter
end.”’ (Deut viii. 2, 16.)

There we are tr1ed and tested, and pulled to
pieces; and very good for us it is so, for there
we learn not only our own faithlessness, but the
infallible faithfulness of God. He acts on the
immutability of His own eternal counsels and
grace; and it 1s well for us 1t is so.

This is so exquisitely seen in that, when Israel
will not go up, and possess the land (Num. xiii.,
xiv.}, and then go to destruction (Hormah), in
seeking to go up, and possess it without God,
God turns, in chapter xv., to His own immutable
counsels, and gives directions as to certain things
to be observed *‘ when ye be come into the land
of your habitations, which I give unio you.”

Only two of those who came out of Egypt
as men ever went into the land, namely, Caleb .
and Joshua. In chapter xiv. we get the com-
plete picture. On the onc hand we get, in Caleb
and ]oshua, two witnesses to the faithfulness of
God in supporting those who followed Him fully
and wholly (men of ‘“ another spirit '} ; and on the
other, the fact that in spite of their farlure and
themselves, He would bring in the ‘‘ little ones’” .
to the land which they despised. The case of
Caleb and Joshua shows us, as that of Paul in
" the Epistle to the Philippians, the energy of faith
which God meets and supports, and which runs
right through to the end. (Phil. iii.) |
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There are two things we should ever remember,
and which are never confounded in  Scripture :
first, if we look at ourselves as in heavenly places
“in Christ, united to Him, there is no responsibility
at all, and no ““if ’’ in any scripture that looks
upon us there; and secondly, there is always an
“if ¥ when we are seen as walking down here in
the wilderness. But at the same time we invariably
find that God’s fdithfulness in holding and lifting
up runs alongside the responsibility of man as
walking here below. God’s holding and keeping
us go alongside our responsibility : just as if my
child in my arms were looking over a precipice.
I tell him, If you fall over you will be killed, but
I will hold you; so do not struggle to get cut of
my arms. He lies still, and does not take himself
out of my hands, and is kept. There is nothing
people are so afraid of in Scripture as an ““if 7
vet you always find the other goes with it, and
it is never used to enfeeble the stability of the
place that sovereign grace has given us on high
““in Christ.”” (Eph. ii. 4-7.) As Paul says to the
Corinthians when they were going on badly, and
where an ‘‘ if >’ was needed, and comes in : *“ Who
shall confirm you unto the end, that ye may be
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God s faithful.”” (1 Cor. 1. 8, 9.) He does not
even say He will preserve you safe, but ‘‘ blame-
less.”” | - . |

In the Book of Numbers you find these deeply
touching traits. of His grace. God had in the
beginning (chap. ii., iii.) directed the tribes as 1o
the order of their march, to surround the taber-
nacle where He chose to dwell. He was there in
their midst, to be cared for and administered to by
them. But as soon as the camp set out on its
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journey (ch. x.), the Ark of the Covenant of the
Lord left its ordered place in the camp, and in the
most touching grace, outside the order He had
given, went three days’ journey in advance of the
tribes to seek out a resting-place for them, not in
the land, but in the wilderness; thus becoming
~their servant in the place of need, before they
came to the place where He will serve them in the
joys of heaven. Blessed it is to think of possess-
ing them, but far more so to think He ministers
them to us. Then, ‘“ He shall gird Himself, and
“make them to sit down to meat, and will come
forth and serve them.”’ (Luke xii. 37). Now
‘““ When He putteth forth His own sheep, He
goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him;
for they know His voice.”” (John x. 4.) |

It 1s in this book, too, we find the provisions
of the rod of priestly grace, Aaron’s rod that
budded, to lead a failing people through the
wilderness, where the rod of authority can only
smite them in asserting its power. It was the
resource of grace when the people had totally-
failed, that God might carry out the purposes and
counsels of His grace, and lead them through.

At the close of the journey we find another
thing: Miriam died. She represented the joy of
victorious power which had triumphed in redemp-
tion at the first dawn of their eventful history.
It will be remarked in Exodus xv., that while
Moses’ song embraced grace and glory, hers only
celebrated the triumph of grace. The remem-
brance of this first joy now passes away, and
Miriam dies.

Next we find that Aaron dies. The service is
now closing, and the journey nearly complete.
Service assumes another character besides that of
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leading an unfaithful people with patience through
the wilderness. Here it is turned against the
toe. Enemies and difficulties are to be met and
overcome, and wisdom is needed to know with
whom to ‘‘fight,”” and from whom to ‘‘turn
away.”” (1 Tim. vi. 12; 2 Tim. mni. 5.)

But there is a closing scene which touches the
heart more than all. It is that where God and
Satan are face to face about His people. The
enemy tries to curse them, and to keep them out
of the land. The principles of the scene apply to
the Church, although primarily the facts did to
Israel. - It is touching now in the last days to
think of it. Israel were in their tents, weak and
weary of the way, on the plains of Moab the
]ordan flowing between them and the land of
promise. They were encamped ‘‘ on the plains of
Moab, on this side of Jordan, by Jericho.”” They
were perfectly unconscious of their danger, while
murmuring in their tents below, that on the
high place of Baal, God and Satan’s instrument
were there. Unasked, He had taken their case
in hand. He forces Satan’s instrument to pro-
nounce the blessing of His people with his own
lips; a blessing that could not be reversed, because
of the faithfulness of Him who had spoken it.
. How it brings out the infallible faithfulness of
God; the irreversible security of the people that
God has given to Christ! It is the crown to all
the grace and faithful love which we find in the
other parts of the book. |

It has been observed that at the same moment
when God was forcing Satan to pronounce the
unchangeable blessing of His people on the
heights of Pisgah, He was Himself speaking to
the people by the lips of Moses, in the plains
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beneath, and saying, '‘ Thou art a stiff-necked
“ people.”” (Deut. ix.) This brings out the fact
that the judgment of God for us is always the
opposite of that of the Holy Ghost in us, Ifitis a
question of the enemy accusing, God says, I do
not see a spot or a stain. If He is dealing with
ourselves, He will pass over nothing. Blessed
that 1t is ‘50' ‘

The blessing of the pBOple is four-fold; gl\/lngb
a complete summary of their calling, and ]ustlﬁ(_:a,-
tion ; their order and beauty in His eyes; and their
hope. It is useful for us to see them with *“ the
vision of the Almighty.”” The heart would be
utterly disheartened if it were not so at times;
for when we lock at them as they are in them-
selves, how distressing! Worldliness, and selfish-
ness, and ugly traits of every kind, are to be seen;
and the. hedart would be tempted exther to bc
satisfied with the evil, and look for nothing
beyond what we see, or to be totally discouraged
n. seeklng to serve them as His. When we scc
with His ‘‘vision ’’ it corrects this, and all is
changed. TPaul could break his heart when he
looked at the Galatians, and ‘‘ stand in doubt ™’
of them ; but the moment he lifts up his heart to
Christ he says, ‘‘ I have confidence in you through
the Lord.”” (Gal. v. 10.).. He sees with His
vision, and thinks of His faithfulness; and it
changes everything.

The wonderful thought is that it was not when
the victorious song of redemption was going up
to the lord, in the beginning of their course,
that He pronounces their blessing and beauty in
His eyes; but when all their failures had come
out fully, when there was not one redeeming
feature to be seen in them, as they were in them-

od
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selves; it is then He chooses to unfold His
thoughts of them as He saw them according to
His purposes, and their comeliness in His sight.
They are separate from all people. ‘Lo, the
people shall dwell alone, and shall not be
reckoned among the nations.”” Why? Because
God dwells among them! As Moses said,
‘““ Wherein shall it be known here that 1 and
Thy people have found grace in Thy sight? Is
it not in that Thou goest with us? So shall we
be separated, I and Thy people, from all the
people that are upon the face of the earth.”’ .
(Exodus xxxii. 16;2 Cor. vi. 16-18.)

The people are ]ustlhed they have not to wait
for this; and not only so, but it is God . who
has do‘ne it. ‘It is God that justifieth. Who is
he that condemneth? ”’ (Rom. viii. 33, 34.) He
does not repent. - He had spoken, and will make
it good. Balaam says, ‘“1 have received com-
mandment to bless; and He hath blessed; and I
cannot reverse it. He hath not beheld 1n1qu1ty
in Jacob, neither hath ‘He seen perverseness in
Israel.” :

Wonderful! The very people whose neck was
like an iron sinew, \\hen He deals with them-
selves; when the enemy comes up He refuses to
see a spot or a stain! If God had brought them
up from Egypt, He thinks of His own work, not
theirs. And if He has w rought He has Wrought
well. In man’s eye they were weak, faint and
weary. - In God's they ‘‘ shall rise up as a great
fion.”” So far their separation, and justification,
that none could reverse. - '

Now, when: ‘Balaam sought no more for
enchantments, but: turned his face towards thé
wilderness, where Israel still were (they were not
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in the land), he sees with ‘‘the vision of the.
Almighty.”’ He beholds the order and beauty and
freshness of the people, as gardens planted by the
river of God. Drinking from God’s refreshing
streams, which flowed in their midst, they could
invite the thirsty to drink those streams of grace.
The Church can say, I have drunk of the water;
I know what it is; ‘‘ whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.”” (Rev. xxii. 17.) And
God is the strength of their hearts, and their
portion. ‘‘ God brought him forth out of Egypt.”’
- This was the pledge that He who had begun a
good work in them would perform it unto the
day of Jesus Christ. God’s power was pledged
for them, and the coming of Christ (ch. xxiv. 17,
19) would consummate the blessing, and make
good all the purposes of His heart.

The prOphecy has only been touched upon, but
it is lovely in the extreme; God thus declaring
His own thoughts, and confounding the malice_
of the enemy. He sees aright, and according to
the value of His people as cleansed and purchased
~with the blood of Christ. Such is grace. The
enemy is confounded, and cannot gainsay it.

The Lord give us to rise to His thoughts about
His people! It is that which sustains the heart
“when the human eye can only judge by what it
sees. We need *‘ the vision of the Almighty "’
for this, and communion with the heart of Christ
about the Church which He loves; for which He
gave Himself, that He might sanctify, having
purged it, with the washing of water by the word,
and that He might present it to Himself glorious,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thlng
(Eph v. 25-27.)
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The Multitude Fed.
(Read 2 Kings iv. 42-44).

N “the narrative of ‘‘The deadly pottage
I healed,”’ we saw in our prophet a bright ex-
pression of the power of the Son of God in
meeting the power of death. It was as the
stronger man entering after the strong, to spoil
him; the power of life casting itself into the
place of death, to clear away death, and destroy
it (Matt. xii. 29).
- Here we have a gentler expression of the power
of the same glorious Jesus. It was still the same
- time of dearth as before (v. 38). But with twenty
barley loaves and some ears of corn, the prophet
feeds a hundred men, to the amazement of his
servitor, as afterwards JEsus fed five thousand
with five barley loaves and two small fishes, to
the amazement of His disciples. ‘And fragments
were left after both meals, that we might know
the aboundings of our Iather’s house, that there
is there ‘‘bread enough and to spare’’ (john
vi. 1-14; Luke xv. 17). For we have to go to.
Him as One who has overflowing treasures, as
well as overflowing affections. We are straitened
neither in Himself nor in His resources. ‘‘ His
love is as large as His power '’ (and 1 may add,
His power as His love), ‘‘and knows neither
measure nor end.”’ 3 |
There is a difference, however, not only in the
magnitude of these ‘two miracles if I may so speak
of Elisha and of Jesus, but in the style and bear-
ing of them. Elisha feeds the people ‘* according
to the word of the Lord,”” Jesus by His own word. .
Elisha says, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, They shall
eat, and shall leave thereof ’’; but JEsus says,
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““ Make the men sit down.”  The glories are
thus diverse. JEsus was ‘‘ the Word,”’ according
to whom Elisha fed the people. Elisha carried
the name of the Lord with him, but JEsus was
Himself the Lord, and bore about with Him, and
- exercised, the rights and authority of His own
name. ‘ S - |
‘“ Blest Name ! the Rock on which I build,
My Shield and Hiding-place;
My never-failing Treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.””

The Iron Made to Swim.
- (Reap 2 Kivgs vi. 1-T.)

HIS is a simple domestic scene, and yet,
according to the same wondrous ways of
Elisha, calculated again to call the doings
of the Lord Himself to mind. (Matt. xiv. 24.)
IFFor whether it be Peter or the iron that stands
on the face of the waters, both are equally
contrary to nature; neither is there any natural
alliance between the cause and the effect, betweerr
the casting in of a stick and the swimming of
the iron, as there was none afterwards between
the putting clay on the eyes and the restoring of
sight.;'_for it 1s neither the skill of the workman
nor the fitness of the instrument that is to be
considered, but the excellency of the -power of
God.

How natural and easy was the behaviour of
our prophet here! He is, in a moment, one of a
company that are busied about the simplest
domestic concern. The great apostle of the Gen-
tiles would gather sticks to help to make up the
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fire, and the Lord of prophets and apostles, even
after He had risen from the dead, would get
ready the dinner on theé sea-shore. And yet what
august power lay in ‘their hands all the while!
The apostle shakes a venomous beast into the
very fire he was kindling, and the prophet makes
the iron head of the axe to swim on the face of
the water. Oh, the beautlful God-like condescen-
sion of real power !

But I read another lesson here.-

It has, I believe, béen observed, that, properly
- speaking, there is ‘‘ nothing" either great or little
with God.’”’ His nature opposes the thought.

That may be so. But we are less able to infer
consequences- or truths from God’s nature than
from His vevelation. Indeed, we dare not assume
~to know His nature but from His revelation.
From His revelation, " however, we are led in some
sense - to see this to be a truth, that there is
nothing either great or little with Him. We may
trace some expressions of this in all His‘ways

At creation, so to illustrate it, the wing of an
insect was framed with the- same care as the
heavens or the earth. The small and the great,
in that way, then stood before. Him.

In settling the nation of Israel, protection for
the roof of the houses by bzittle'ments, lest blood
should be shed, was ascertained by a divine oracle
with as full and clear ‘decision .as the services of
the sanctuary or the allotments of the tribes.
(Deut. xxi1. 8; Num. iv.; Josh. xiv.)

Jesus, in His ministry, would take the little
children -in His arms, as He would His most
honoured disciples up to the mount of glory. This
was still of the -same character (Mark x. 16;
ix. 2.)
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So, in feeding and ordering the Churches after-
wards, the details betwesn men and women, old
and young, with other relations, are attended to
by the same Spirit, who was at the same time
revealing mysteries kept secret from the founda-
tion of the world. He gives directions about
taking a little wine for the stomach’s sake, as
He would unfold the inheritance of the Father of
glory in the saints. (Eph. iii., iv.; 1 Tim. v. 23.)

And it is the grace of the Holy Ghost in this
cqual care about the great and the little things
which has especially dwelt on my heart at this-
time. For though His due, yea, and happy, work
1s to take of the things of the Father and of
Christ, and to show them to us, still He turns
to matters of discipline for the comfort of the
weakest of us. And is not this done, to speak .
after the manner of men, at some personal cost?
. ““ Should 1 forsake my sweetness, and my good
fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees? ”’
(John xvi. 14; Judges ix. 11.)

The blessed Spirit’s joy is to deal with JEsus.
But in His grace He consents to deal with all the
possible exigencies of the saints. '

And thus indeed it is. Whether the divine
action be in ereation, in providence, or in redemp-
tion ; whether it be in Israel or in the Churches;
whether dispensationally it be the Father, the
Lord, or the Holy Ghost; still we see the big and
the little equally the care of God, the great and
the small standing alike before Him.

This is to be observed also in more private
actings of our God. By His prophet (as we have
in this passage), He will raise an axe’s head from
the water, because the recollection that it was
borrowed was distressing the mind of one of the
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prophet’s companions. So the Lord (as another
once observed), encourages His people to pray
that their flight might not be in the winter
(Matt. xxiv. 20) simply, of course, because flight
in that season would be the more uneasy and
difficult; thus showing His care about the most
ordinary conveniences of His saints, as well as
about their troubles and anxieties. The little
scene in this passage, as I said, is one illustration
of this. | '
" And what is all this? It is not merely the
condescension of power, though that is beautiful,
but the grace of benevolence. It is because these
little things concern our comfort and present
well-being that they are thus waited on.

And we, in our measure, should be imitators
of this. It mav not be the delight of the spirit-
val {nay, it cannot) to forsake the sweetness
and good fruit of the doctrine of the Father and
of Christ, for matters touching the discipline of
the saints; to be promoted over such thorns and
briars as they are; but still this pattern of divine
benevolence which thus parcels itself out on
things, be they great or small, provided they do
but concern others, puts it upon us as our duty.
‘““Be ye imitators of God,”’ it is ‘written, ‘‘as dear
children.”” *‘‘ Whosoever shall compel thee to go
a mile, go with him twain’’ (Eph. v. 1; Matt.
v. 41).

It is interesting to notice that, in the two epis-
tles to the Thessalonians, there is far more allusion
to the Lord’s coming again than in all the other
epistles put together.
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The Lord’s Supper.,

We should, on divine authority, and in spiritual
scriptural intelligence, hold that the ILord’s
Supper i5 the due characteristic expression of the
lL.ord’s Day, that which should then be made
principal.

f we read Luke xxii. (- 20 we shall learn that
the passover of the Jews and the supper of the
Lord being then exhibited successively, the one
after the other, the latter thenceforth was to dis-
place the forme-r, and that for ever.

The former, with other meanings attached to
it, was the foreshadowing of the great Sacrifice
which was, In due time, to put away sin. The
latter is now the celebration of the great fact
that that sacrifice has been offered, and that sin
s put away.

After the Lord’s Supper therefore is 1n‘st1tuted
it is 1mposmb]e to return to the passover. It
would be apostasy, a giving up of God’s Lamb
and of the atonement.

But if the 5upper has thus displaced the pasg-
over we may then inquire, Is anythmg to displace
it?

We may read our answer in 1 Cor xi. 26, and
there learn that the Lord’s Supper is set as =a
standing institution in the house of God till the
Lord’s return. - The Holy Ghost, through the
apostle, gives it an abiding place all through this
age of the Lord’s absence.

-1 conclude accordingly that we are not to al]ow
anything to displace the Supper. It is of our
faithfulness to our stewardship of the mysteries
of God, to assert the right of that Supper to be
prmc1pa1 in the assembly of the saints. It has
displaced the pasqover by the authority of the
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Lord Himself; but we, on the authority of the
Holy Ghost, are not to allow anything to dis-
place it. It is the proper service of the house of
God. The Lord’s Supper is the thing for the
Lord’s Day. - - -

This comes out naturally in the progress of
the story of Christianity in the New Testament.
We read in Acts xx. 7, “‘ And upon the first day
of the week, when the disciples came together
to break bread.” And agair in 1 Cor. xi. 33,
‘““ Wherefore, my brethren, when yve come to-
.gether to eat, tarry one for another.”

If we abandon the Supper for a sermon, or
for a large congregation, or for any other re-
ligious scene -or service, we have given up the
house of God in its due characteristic and divinely
appointed business and worship. So far we are
guilty of apostasy. We have not, it is true,
returned to the displaced or superseded passover ;
but we have allowed something or another to dis-
place or supersede what the Holy Ghost has set
as principal in the house of God. And, were we
right-hearted, we should say, What sermon would
be more profitable to us? What singing of a fult
congregation more sweet in our ears than the
voice of that ordinance which tells us, so clearly
and with such rich harmony of all kinds of music,
of the forgiveness of our sins, of the acceptance
of our persons, and of our waiting for the Lord
from heaven? And all this 1s blessed and won-
drous fellowship with the brightest display of the
name and glory of God.

Yea, the table at which we sit is a family table.
In spirit we are in the Father’s house. We are
made by the table to know ourselves in relation-
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ship, and that lies just outside the realm of glory;
for if children, then heirs. If we be in the king-
dom of God’s dear Son, we are next door to the
inheritance (Col. i.) And there the table is main-
tained until Christ comes again.

‘“‘Ye do show the Lord’s Death.”

() CRIPTURE is clear and definite on the sub-
ject of the Lord’s Supper. The words are
as distinct as possible: ' As often as ye

eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show

the lord’s deaih till He come.”” (I Cor. xi. 26.)

Again : *‘ This do in remembracne of me.”” (Luke

xxii. 19.) We remember Him in His death,

which is the basis, centre, and spring of every-

thing to us.

No doubt, the apostle does call attention to the
fact that it was in ‘‘ the same night in which He
was betrayed *’ that our blessed Lord in His
thoughtful, unselfish love for us, instituted the
feast; and this is full of touching interest for our
hearts. But as to the utterance of the feast itself,
its significance, its object, its place, Scripture is
most precise : “ Ye do show the Lord’s death.”
‘““ Do this in remembrance of me.”” We remem-
ber a Christ who was dead; we call Him to mind
in that condition in which, thank God, He no
longer is. All this can only be by faith, through
the power of the Holy Ghost. | |

There is no need to enter into sensational
details ; indeed, such things are most offensive to
all true spiritual feeling. We cannot, in this as
in all beside, keep too close to the veritable lan-
guage of Holy Scripture.
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““The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10),

(S

Iy

The Syrian Host Struck with .
Blindness.
(ReEap 2 Kings vi. 8-23.)
HAVE already observed that testimony |
 against evil, and consequent suffering,
marked the history of Elijah; power, and the
gracious use of it, the ways of Elisha.

According to this, many instances of combined
power and grace in JESuS stand reflected in the
doing's of Elisha.

In the scene that lies before us here, we have
recollections of our Lord strongly brought to
mind. He had twelve legions of angels at com-
mand, had He pleased (Matt, xxvi. 53); and so
a mouptam full of horses and charlots wait on our

prophet.
‘And the simplicity of his fa1th is very remark-
able.- He needed not prayer for himself; he had
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already seen ‘‘the chariots of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof >’ (ii, 2), and rested in the cer-
tainty that they were at any time ready for his
use ; and now, in the time of his need, he knows
that they are at hand. He has not therefore to
pray for himself. All he does is to desire for his
servant that he may stand on the same elevation
of faith.

Elisha had seen, as I said, these horses and
chariots of Israel already. He knew that the
God of Jeshurin rode on the heavens for-
Jeshurun’s help (Deut. xxxiii. 26), and he would
have his servant’s thoughts in the present hour
of danger full of the same sense of this divine
securify. These chariots and horses of fire which
fill the mountain, and which in the day of the
translation of Elijah were accompanied by a
whirlwind, were, I doubt not, a host or constella-
tion of angels, those heavenly creatures which,
-excelling in strength, stand in the presence of
God, or go forth to minister on account of those
who are heirs of salvation (Heb. i. 14). For of
them we read, ‘“ God maketh His angels spirits
[winds], and His ministers a flame of fire’’; and
again, ‘‘ The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands of angels.” (Ps, Ixviil. 17). At
the divine behest, they get ready to serve in what-
ever the exigency of the saint, or the occasion
under the throne of God, may require. They
formed a travelling chariot to convey Elijah to
heaven, and to carry Lazarus to Abraham’s
bosom. (Luke xvi. 22.) They now form chariots
of war, when Elisha is beleaguered by the hostile
‘bands of Syria. Either singly or in company
they visit the elect on earth; and.either alone or
in concert celebrate the joy of heaven in the
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audience of the earth. (Luke ii. 13.) They have
drawn the sword to smite a guilty city, or with
the strong hand of love dragged the too reluctant
one forth from the doomed city. (2 Sam. xxiv. 16;
Gen. xix. 15.) They are either as winds or as
fire. They are messengers of mercy, and executors
of judgment, as ‘‘the Lord,” who ¢ is among
them,”’ may command. (Ps. lxviii. 17.) They
attended on Mount Sinai when the law was pub-
lished, and they hovered over the fields  of
Bethlehem when JeEsus was born. And here, in
their order and strength, they are as a wall of
fire, a wall of salvation, round about our prophet.
Very blessed all this is. And still more blessed
to know, that before long the HIDDEN glories,
which are now only known to such faith as
Elisha’s, will become the maNiFESTED things; and
the threatenings of the enemy, the noise and the
din and the clang of arms, which are the present
apparent things, full .of fears and sorrows for
the heart, shall have rolled by, like the past
thunder-storm, but to leave the sunshine the
brighter. | _ §
But there is more than this calmness and cer-
tainty of faith. We have traces of the power and
of the grace of JEsus in this path of our prophet.
‘““ When the wicked, mine enemies and my
foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stum-
bled and fell.”” Thus David spake concerning
-Jesus, (Ps. xxvil.}, And accordingly, in the
garden,_ when the band of men and officers came
to lay hold on Him, ‘“ As soon as He had said
unto them, I am He, they went backward, and
fell to the ground’’ (John xviii.) So here with
our prophet. The bands of Syria came to Dothan
to fetch him, but the Lord smote them with blind-
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ness as they were preparing to make him their
prey.

Thus the glory of power in the Lord was
reflected in Elisha. - But the measures of this
glory were again, as we have seen before, diverse.
Elisha sought the Lord’s power in this; Jesus
stands in that of His own person, and the enemy
equally bows before it. ‘‘As soon as He had
satd unto them, 1 am He, they went backward,
and fell to the ground.” (John xviii. 6.) But
there is the grace as well as the power of the Son
of God here. The Lord, in His day, refuses to
break the bruised reed, or to quench the smoking
flax. He refuses to use His strength and
authority even for the righteous judgment of His
foes. He will not strive nor cry, nor let His
voice he heard in the streets, but with, ‘‘ Suffer ye
thus far,”” He overcomes evil with good. And
so Elisha. He had the bruised reed, the smoking
flax, at his mercy, but he will not break nor
quench it. ‘“ My father, shall I smite them? *’
says the king, as he had the Syrian bands
caught in the net of Samaria. But the prophet
answered, ‘‘ Thou shalt not smite them: set
bread and water before them, that they may eat
and drink, and go to their master.”’

Blessed and precious expression of the mind of
God! And thus do the ways of the L.ord in com-
bined power and grace get their image in the
ways of this honoured prophet. How much he
was in the intimacy of God, if I may seo speak!
- How fully in His friendship, knowing His secrets!
And how largely does his history illustrate those
words, ‘‘ Surely the Lord God will do nothing,
but He revealeth His secret unto His servants
the prophets >’ (Amos iii. 7). " He knew of moun-
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tains of strength and salvation that were
altogether invisible to others: he knew of abun-
dance at the doors to-morrow, though to-day
- all was famine and death in the city. And if he
be not told everything (such was the marvellous
condescending love of the Lord to him, and with
“which his soul was familiar), it is rather his
wonder (iv. 27). And so of each of us (not
honoured prophets, but the weakest saints) it may
as really be said, *“ We have the mind of Christ.”’
(I Cor. i, 16.) Oh, for power in our souls to
value such goodness in Him, and such dignity and
blessing in ourselves !

*‘1 will give to him that is athirst.”’
(Revelation xx1. 6).
THou Source Divine of joys that grow,
Eternal Spring of endless peace,
And surest hope, whose constant flow
Of highest bliss can never cease.
Oh ! who among us all can tell
The unfathomed depths of love divine,
That brought Thee here with mam to dwell,
And grace and righteousness combine?
From Thee flows forth the living' stream
~ Whose waters gladden every heart,
Which fills the soul with joy supreme,
And heals its wounds, and soothes its smart.
From earthly springs we turn away ;
No more a broken cistern hew;
With heavenly draughts our souls we stay,
- With living water strength renew.
In Thee are all our freshest springs,
~ Perennial sources. never dry;
We long to spread our gladsome wings,
And mount to drirk celestial joy.
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God’'s Nearness to us in Jesus.
- Read Matt. ix. 6; Mark ii. 9; Luke v. 24.

OD was showing His rich and various
G— mercy in the old time: He forgave sin;
‘He healed diseuse; He fed His people.

But all this was done in a peculiar manner.
There was a certain distance and reserve, as it
were, a remaining still in His own sanctuary,
still in the heavens, though He was thus gracious.

He met the need of the sinner; but He was in
the temple withdrawn to the holiest place, and
the sinner had to come through a consecrated
path to get the virtue of the mercy-seat.

He met the need of His camp in the desert;
but it was by remaining still in heaven, and send-
ing from thence the angels’ food, the mighty’s
meat, and giving them water, after His mystic
- rod had opened the rock. -

He met the disease of a poor leper; but it was
after such leper had been separated to Him out-
side the camp, every eye and hand, all inter-
ference and inspection of man, withdrawn and
removed. .

Thus He was God acting in His own due love
and power; but there was a style in the action
that bespoke distance from the objects of His
care and goodness. Whether He pardoned, fed,
or healed, this manner was preserved.

The Lord. Jesus, ‘‘ God manifest in the flesh,”
is seen doing the same works of divine love and
power. He pardons, feeds and heals. And He
does so in full assertion of His divine right or
glory, thinking it no robbery to be equal with
(GGod. -

But there is altogether another style in those

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

GOD’S NEARNESS TO US IN JESUS. 167

same actions when in His hand. The reserve,
~ the distance, is gone. It is God we see, not
withdrawn into the holiest, but abroad in the
prisons, the hospitals, and poor-houses of this
ruined world. | |

He pardons, but He stands beside the sinner,
to do this, saying, ‘‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee ’’;
or, “‘ Neither do I condemn thee.”’

He feeds, but He is at the very table with the
fed.

He heals, but He puts forth His hand, in the

crowd, on as many as were diseased ; or He stands
at their sick beds. '
. He thus comes down to the needy ones. With
pardon, food, and healing, He goes among them,
letting' them know and see that He is supplied
with various virtues to be used by them without
reserve. And there is ir this a glory that ex-
celleth, so that the former has no glory by reason
of it. | |

How should we bless Him for this display of
Himself ! It is the same God of love and power
in both, but He has increased in the brightness
of His manifestations.

The religious rulers found this way of Jesus
interfere with them. Their interest was to keep
God and the people separate; for then they had
hopes of being used themselves. Thus they were
angry when the Lord said to the man, ‘‘ Thy sins
are forgiven thee.”” It was a great interference
with them. It trespassed on their place. ‘“ Who
can forgive sins hut God only? ’ And God was
in heaven. The Son of man forgiving sins on
earth was a sad disturbance of that order by
which they lived in credit and had plenty in the
~world.
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But whether they received it or not, this was
the way of the Son of God on earth. He dealt
with our necessities In such wise as encouraged
the happy, near, and confident approach of all
needy ones to Him. He did all to show that He
was a cheerful giver; nay, more, that He gave
‘Himself with His gifts. For with His own hand,
as we have seen, He brought the blessing home
to every man’s door.

It was, therefore, only the happy confidence
of faith that fully met and refreshed His spirit;
that faith which knew the title of a needy one to
come right up to Him; the faith of Bartimeus,
which was not to be silenced by the mistaken
scrupulousness of ‘even disciples. And little
children are to be in His arms, though the same
mistake would forbid them.

This was His mind. He came into the world
to be used by sick and needy sinners, and the
faith that understood and used Him accordingly
was its due answer. Such answer we see re-
corded by the evangelists here, in the action ‘of
the faithful little band, who, breaking up the
roof, let downr the bed whereon the sick of the
palsy lay, ‘“‘into the midst before Jesus.’’

There was no ceremoniousness in this; no-
thing of the ancient reserve of the temple; no
waiting for introduction.  The little company
felt their necessity; knew the virtues of the Son
of God; and believed that these suited each other
nay, that the Lord carried the one because neces-
sitous sinners were bearing the -other. It was a
very strong expression of this, and I believe the
strength of it was according to the mind of Jesus;
so that on seeing their faith, as we read, without
further to do, or more words, His heart,and the
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grace that it carried, uttered itself in anr ex-
pression as full and strong : ‘‘ Son, thy sins be
forgiven thee.”’ |

Here was sympathy. Jesus was rending all
veils between God and sinners, and so was the
faith of this happy little company, His blood
was soon to rend the veil of the temple, which
kept God from poor sinners, from top to bottom,
and now their faith was rending that which kept
them from Jesus. This surely was meeting and
entertaining the Son of God in character; and
His spirit deeply owns it : *‘ Son, thy sins be for-
given thee.”’ -

Happy faith that can thus break down all par-
tition-walls ! Oh, this faith, that takes knowledge
of Jesus the Saviour of the world as the mighty
render of all veils! which knows that nothing
stands before Him! |
- ““ Join thou, my soul, for thou canst tell

His sovereign grace broke up thy cell,

- And burst thy native chains;

And from that dear and blessed day,

How oft art thou constrained to say
That grace triumphant reigns!’’

In the lively, happy impression of this truth,
through the Spirit, the soul tastes something ot
heaven. What blessedness to know that this is
the way of God our Saviour! Grace and glory
are both brought to us. We have not to ascend
to heaven to seek them there, nor descend to the
depths to search after them there (Rom. x. 6-10).
““Behold, I come, and my reward is with me,”’
will Jesus say, when He brings the glory, as we
have already seen Him with His grace standing
- at the door, or by the bedside, or in the crowd of
needy sinners.
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This 1s of God indeed. It is only divine love
that can account for it. But the rulers did not
like it. There interest and credit in the world
was to keep the forgiveness of sins still in the
hand of Him who was in heaven; for then, as
the consecrated path, they hoped and judged that
they themselves would still be used.

And so it is to this day. Forgiveness is brought
near and sure to the soul; the word of faith to
the heart and to the mouth. This shortens the
path; but it does not suit those who transact (as
themselves and others judge) the interests of the
sofil.

Nothing appeatrs more simple than all this on
the principles of nature. The Pharisees in the
Lord’s time represented it. They were the re-
ligious rulers; and the more God was kept in the
distance, the more reserve was preserved between
Him and the people, the more they were likely to
be venerated, used, and enriched. Jesus, the Son
of mary, forgiving sins on the earth, was a sad
trespasser on their place and plan of action. How,
alas ! 1s this principle still alive, still dominant !
And the ‘‘people love to have it so'’; it
suits the religiousness of man’s nature too well
to be lightly refused. The simplicity that is in
Christ is sadly thus ‘‘corrupted,”’ and our souls,
beloved, should be grieved, deeply grleved be-
cause of it,

But we may also say that much occasior in our
day has been given to this principle to live and
act as vigorously as it seems ‘to be doing. For
there has not been the meeting of the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, this pardoning, feeding, heal-
ing love and power of Him who has come down
to walk amid our ruins, in the spirit which alone
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was due to it. There has been the assertion of
grace, and the denial that God in this dispen-
sation is to be sought for at a distance, under the
hiding of ceremonies, or within the cloisters of
temples., There has been the producing of the
blessed Saviour, and giving Him to walk abroad
- among our necessities according to the place He
has Himself taken in the gospel. There has been
the presenting of the marvellous, condescending
grace of the dispensation; but those who have
asserted it have not carried themselves towards
it, and in the presence of it, with that reverence,
that holiness of confidence, which alone became
them. And this has given man’s veligiousness
(which would keep God still in heaven) occasion
to revive, and be listened to and learnt again.

But is this religiousness the due corrective of
abused grace? ls this the divine remedy? Is
this God’s way of rectifying evil? Or is it not
simple human reaction? Many are doing what
they can to withdraw the Lord to that place which
He has most advisedly and for ever abandoned.
They are making Him appear to build again the
things which He had destroyed. They are put-
ting Him back into the holiest place, there to
be sought unto by the old aisles and vistas of
. the ‘‘ worldly sanctuary’’; to cover Him with
veils, and cast up the long consecrated path by
which of old the sinnmer came to Him,.

It were well to be righteously angry at Jesus
and His grace being treated with so indelicate
and untender a hand; but these correct the error
by a worse. While they would protect the holi-
ness of Christ, they obscure His grace. They are
seeking to do a service for Him that grieves Him
the most deeply. They are teaching man that

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

172 © WORDS OF TRUTH.

He is an austere Master; they withdrew Him
to the place where it is felt to be a fearful thing
to plant one’s foot. Indeed, this is a service
He did not ask for. ‘“ Who has required this at
yvour hands?’’ is, I am assured in my soul, the
voice of the Son of God to those who thus with-
draw Him from the nearest and most assured
~approach of the poor sinner. They have been
doing what they could to change His place and
attitude, instead of Man’s. | | |
Correction was needed surely. It is ever
needed. Man will be spoiling or abusing every-
thing. There has been an intellectual arrogance
and carnal freedom with Christ and His truth,
which may well have grieved the righteous. But
it was man that ought to be corrected, and not
Christ. It was man that ought to have beew chal-
lenged to change his place and bearing, and not
the Lord. He has not repented of having' come on
earth to forgive sins, of having met the poor
Samaritan at the well, of bhaving visited Levi
"and Zaccheus in their houses, or Peter’s wife’s
mother on her bed of sickness. He is still the
same Lord, and purposes to be so. He has not
retired within the veil again, nor bound up that
which was rent from top to bottom. He has not
built again that which He had destroyed. It is
not a worldly sanctuary that He fills, and fur-
nishes again, nor ceremonies and observances,
rites and practices, under which He is again con-
cealing Himself. He has descended from heaven
to earth ; He is abroad among men, in the minis-
try of His precious gospel, and by His Spirit,
beseeching sinners to be reconciled. ' |
What then, alas! is the character of that effort
that would force Him back to the *‘ thick dark-
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ness ¢ (2 Chron. vi. 1,2). It is am attempt
made in the strength and with the subtlety of
the devil, upon the Son of God, as of old. It is
a taking Him, as it were, to the pinnacle of the
temple, to some withdrawn and proud elevation,
where the multitude may gaze at Him. But His
purpose 1is, blessed be His name, to stand in the
midst of them, that they may use Him.

We should change our place; that is equally
true. We should learn to pass and repass be-
tore this gracious, blessed Son of man with the
unshod foot. It is for us to change our attitude,
.and not to seek to make Him change His.

We have still to see Him in all the grace of
this happy dispensation; we have to read ‘the
gospel of the blessed God '’ (1 Tim. i.) as they
read it of old who knew and felt that the Son of
man had power on earth to forgive sins; but we
have to read all this in their spirit also. We are
to wonder at the strange sight as they did; to
tell Jesus (with the centurion), that we are not
worthy that He should come under our roof,
while we still use His immediate presence and
grace, to stand before Him like Zaccheus, and
call Him ‘‘ Lord,”’ though, like him, receiving
Him to our house; and to follow Him in the way
with adoring, thankful praise, though having re-
fused, as Bartimeus, to be put at a distance by
the vain, religious scruples of .even His own
disciples.

Ah! this is what should have been done. This
would have been the divine corrective of the mis-
chief that has come in. But this was not so easy.
For this would have been spiritual; the thing
that has been done is carnal. Elements of the
world are revived and multiplied. Jesus has been
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forced back at a distance from the sinner. He
has been put into ‘‘the thick darkness,’’ under
cover of fleshly observances and rites, and at
the end of a long path through the aisles of a
sanctuary, where He waits to receive the homage
of a fearing and bondaged people. This is the
place and attitude which many teachers (who are
daily rising in the esteem of the people) make
the blessed Saviour to fill and to take.

The Lord Jesus is kept at a distance; religious
observances are brought near, and the pecople (for
they have ever been so-minded), like the feelings
that come from all that which is acted before
them. Their eye and ear are engaged; a certain
sacred sense of (vod is awakened ; but the precious
immediate confidence of the heart and conscience
is refused.  Ah! shall any who love the Lord
thus sink down again into man, when the Spirit
would have them up into Christ! ‘“ O foolish
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ hath been evidently set forth crucified
among you? . .. Are ye so foolish? having
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by
the flesh?’” ‘‘ Ye observe days and months, and
times, and years. 1 am afraid of you, lest [
have bestowed upon you labour in vain’’ (Gal
iii. 1-3; iv. 10, 11). |

Thus speaks the aggrieved Spirit in the apostle
over those who once had been eminently his joy,
but were now his sorrow, because they were
turning again to the weak and beggarly elements,
wherveunto they were desiving again to be in bon-
dage, because they were deserting faith for re-
ligiousness, ‘‘ the simplicity that is in Christ,”’

(43

and in which the ‘‘virgin’’ or ‘‘uncorrupted
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mind ever walks, for the ceremonies and obser-
vances of ‘‘ a worldly sanctuary > (2 Cor. xi. 3;
Heb. ix. 1).

But religiousness is neither faith nor righteous-
ness. With the Pharisces it was adopted as a
relief for a bad conscience, or a cover for evil.
In them it was therefore opposed to righteous-
ness. With the Galatians, because there had
been a departure from the truth, from the sim-
plicity that is in Christ; in them, therefore, it was
opposed to faith. The Galatian cannot properly
be said to have beerr a Pharisee, it is true; but
the Spirit of God had a serious question with
both.

And I may just further observe, that in our
passage (Matt. ix.- 6, Mark ii. 9, Luke v. 24)
the Lord seeks to lead man away from his own
reasonings and calculations to Himself and His
works. He perceived that the scribes were
‘“ reasoning’ among themselves,”” and then pro-
posed to them what He was doing: ‘“ That ye
may know that the Son of man hath power on
earth to forgive sins (He said unto the sick of
the palsy), 1 say unto thee, Arise, and take up
thy couch, and go into thine house.”’

How simple, how precious! And on this
hangs the grand distinction between faith and
religiousness, of which 1 have just been speaking.

Religiousness, or man’s religion, gives the soul
many a serious thought about itself, and many
a devout thought about God. But FaITH, OR
GOD’S RELIGION, GIVES THE SOUL JESUS, AND THE
WORKS AND WORDS OF JESUS.

And vyet it is faith, and faith only, that secures
any end that is valued of God. Faith ‘‘ works
by love,”” faith ‘‘ overcomes the world,”” faith
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‘“ purifies the heart,”’ by faith ‘‘ the elders ob-
tained a good report”’ (Gal. v. 6; 1 John v. 4;
“Acts xv. 9; Heb. xi. 2). Religiousness does not
this. It ever works by fear, not by love. It
does not ‘‘ overcome the world,”’ but ofttimes
takes it away within to some recess or hiding-
place. It does not *‘ purify the heart ’’ by giving
it an object, a divine object, to detach it from
self, but keeps self in a religious attire ever be-
fore it, and leaves the conscience unpurged. And
inr God’s record it gets no ‘‘ good report.” From
the beginning to the end of that record it is the
people of religion, the devout observers of carnal
ceremonies, those who would not ‘ defile them-
selves ”’ with a judgment-hall, that have stood
most cruel i the resistance of the truth. But
it is the men of faith, the lovers of the truth,
the poor, broken-hearted sinners who have found
the relief in Jesus ‘' forgiving sins,”” who have
stood, and laboured, and conquered, and have
their happy memorial with Him, and in the
records of Him whom they trusted, and in whom
by faith thev found their eternal life, and sure
and full salvation. T

““ Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and His Father; to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen’’ (Rev. i. B, 6).

e . e o et

It is not by any effort of memory, but by the
power of communion-in the Holy Ghost, that we
can have the present consciousness and enjoyment
of those things ‘‘ which God hath prepared for
them that love Him > (1 Cor. ii. 9, 10).

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)



Dec., 1923.

Made and Printed in Great Britain

Bible Truth Depét, 1112, N. Taylor Av,.St. Louis. Mo., U.§.A.

Issued monthly, 1/6 per dozen, net; Postal Subscription for Year, 2/-.

Vol. XV. No. 180, Entered as Second-class Matter 7¢h March, 1910, at the Poss Office at St. Lowuis, Mo.
JAMEs CarTER, 13, Paternoster Row, London. E.C. 4.

Words of Truth (Carter) 15 (1923)

WORD
TRUTH

A e e T VA ATAT LTV

“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth”” (Eccles. xii. 10).

N R Iy

The Famine in Samaria.
(Read 2 Kings vi. 24-vii.)

E have, in this portion of our prophet’s

Qx/ history, something of very peculiar
significancy. The richest ways of

divine grace are illustrated in this striking picture

of Samaria’s misery and deliverance.
The siege of that city by the army of Syria

had reduced it to the extremest wretchedness.

An ass’s head was worth eighty pieces of silver,
and mothers were compelled to feed upon their
offspring. |

One need not draw the picture of misery to
greater length than this. Here it is in all its
horror. It reminds one of Legion in the Gos-
pels : another picture of what the unmitigated
and unchecked power of the great captivator

could do with all of us.
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But man is further disclosed in this history.
He 1s seen in the character of his mind, as well
as his misery and state of captivity to his ruth-
less destroyer. “‘ God do so and more also to
me,”’ says the king of Israel, ‘‘if the head of
Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on him
this day.”

This man was charging on God (or His ser-
vant, the same thing) all the mischief that was
occurring. It was like Adam at the beginning
of our sin: “ The woman whom Thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I
did eat.”” (Gen. iii. 12.) It was laying the sin
and sorrow on that head which alone was clear
and free of it all.

This was the accomplishing of sin. Like the
cross of Christ, this was the height of evil. This
was just the moment of Samaria’s fullest iniquity.
But like the same cross of Christ, this same
moment was just the occasion for the display of
the divine grace. The ruin was complete, and
without hOpe from man.

Then it was that Elisha’s lips are opened with
a promise, and he delivers a word from the Lord.
For if the power of Israel be gone, and there is
none shut up nor left, will not the Lord repent
Himself concerning His servants? (Deut. xxxit.
36). If God sees that there is no man, no inter-
cessor, will not His own arm bring salvation?
If the enemy come in like a flood, will not the
Spirit 1ift up a standard agamst him? (Iqa lix.
16-19).

And such was this moment in Samaria. Such
a moment was the moment of God’s glorious
grace ; that where sin abounded, there grace more
abounded ; that, as in the cross of Christ man
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was at the height of his rebellion, and God was
also at the height of the glory of His goodness,
so now, when the sin and misery of Samaria
were at the full, the cup of divine blessing was
now also about to flow over.

““Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the
Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To-morrow about
this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a
shekel, in the gate of Samaria.”

‘““‘In the gate of Samaria’’! Truly precious
that thought is to the needy soul; blessed notice
of the grace of the gospel! Salvation is not to
be sought for either in heaven above or in the
depths beneath. (Rom. x. 6-8.) It has come to
us. The sin-offering lies at the door. (Gen. 1v. 7.}
The Israelite need not leave the lintel of his
own house to accomplish the full security of that
hcuse from the sword of @ the destroyer.
(Exod. xii. 23.) Grace brings the relief which
grace has provided. The fine flour and the bar-
ley were to be had by the famished people at the
very gate of theiv city.

How are the shining foot- mqus of the sal-
vation of Gad to be traced in all this, beloved !
““Mercy for fetching,’’ as one of old s-,dld; ““ nay,
for desiring ; nay for nothing but receiving.”’

This appears to me very striking indeed. And
this was Elisha’s glory in this scene; he knew
the mind of God. The wicked heart of man was
working its worst. Like Caiaphas, the king of
[srael was laying the mischief, as [ have ob-
served, on the only one who was really clear of
it; as the high priest gave counsel that one must
die for the people lest the whole nation perished ;
and that One must be He who alone was un-
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guilty of all the nation’s sorrow (John xi. 50).
But then it is that God’s remedy reveals itself.
Then it is that grace abounds. And instead of
the ass’s head being bought for eighty pieces of
silver, a measure of flour and two measures of
barley should now be bought for one shekel in
the gate of the self-destroved city.

But if we have thus before us the height of hu-
man evil met by the aboundings of divine grace,
we have also the varied way in which this grace is
entertained in the world. It meets with rejec-
tion from some.

The nobleman exhibits that to us. He would
not believe that God could do all His prophet
was now pronouncing. There was a lion in the
way. If windows were to be opened in heaven,
this might be; but who ever heard of windows in
heaven? And this is all said just in the spirit
of unbelief; in the evil temper of the heart of
men who refuse to receive good tidings of great
joy from God ; who will not have happy thoughts,
nor entertain filial, holy confidence towards Him;
but who, when He speaks of pardon and bles-
sing, reject the grace, and will rather cleave to
their own hard notions of such grace being a
thing impossible : so ignorant, so alien from the
life of God, is the heart of man.

There is a generation, however, who have no
other hope; a people who have spent all on phy-
sicians for the healing of their plague, and are
not a whit better. There are lepers outside the
camp still, poor convicted sinners, ‘‘ too bad for
any but Jesus,’”’ as one once said.

Death is before, behind, and around them. The
Syrian host, as they judge, before; the famishing
city behind; their own diseased, leprous, dead
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bodies encompassing them around. To such this
grace comes in suited, needed time. They find
that it is all to them. It is either certain death
for them, or this last, this only resource in God
Himself. And such arise, and take the spoil.
Their necessities throw them into the place where
Christ has gained a victory.

Like the four lepers here, they had no help
for it.  Their very necessities, pressed in by
deaths oft, death all around, threw them into the
camp of the Syrians, where the Lord, all single-
handed and alone, had been gaining a victory.
For it was the Lord who had made the Syrian
host hear a noise of chariots and horses, and
thus alone had put them all to flight. Of the
people of . Israel there was none with Him. It
was ‘‘ the day of the Lord *’ (Isa. ii. 12). Israel
was dying in Samaria. The lepers were dying
without. And God meets the Syrian host alone.
And the poor lepers have nothing to do but to
arise, and share the fruit of the Lord’s triumph.
As Wlth the sinner now. It has been entzrely
and altogether the victory of Jesus. None stood
with Him, or for Him. Alone He met the
enemy ; alone He suffered the penalty; He drank
the cup alone; the three hours of darkness fell
from heaven, because He was made sin; He
alone hung a curse upon the tree. And the
gospel is the publishing of all this strife and
triumph of Jesus, that sinners, dead as lepers,
may come and feed, and live for ever on that
feast, that spoil of gloricus war, Wthh Jesus has
won for them. |

And what does their own joy communicate to
them? A desire to divide the spoils.  They
spread the good tidings which they have them-
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selves received, and by which they live. And
there is no temper of soul that the spirit of the
renewed mind more thoroughly condemns than
the selfishness of our old wretched nature. The
working of 1t is so contrary to the glorious and
generous grace of God in the gospel, that it
leaves, when indulged, the tinge of fear behind it
in the soul.

“We do not well,”’ said one of these lepers
to the others; ‘‘this is a day of good tidings,
and we hold our peace; if we tarry till the morn-
ing light, some mischief will come upon us: now
therefore come, that, we may go and tell the
king’s household.”” And they publish it at once,
as in the high places.

All this exercise of heart is easily to be under-
stood by the renewed mind which has tasted of,
and been formed by, the grace of the gospel.
But there is more in this striking picture. We
see weak or slow-hearted faith in the king. He .
reasons about the good tidings. He does not,
in the bold unbelief and scorn of the nobleman,
at once refuse them. But he reasons about them.
Like those disciples whom the risen Jesus re-
buked for their unbelief. O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken ' (Luke xxiv. 25). But grace abounds.
Grace, as in the case of Naaman, can provide a
minister as well as a treasury; and the slow-
hearted king, as well as the readier lepers, shares
the spoils of the glorious victory of the Lord.
And all the famishing mty follow. * The lame
take the prey’’ (Isa. xxxiii. 23). None come
short but the unbelieving nobleman. Distrust of
the divine bountifulness alone cuts him off in the
day of this feast of Israel. All is accomplished.
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The measures of flour and of barley are sold
in the gate, and the nobleman perishes alone in
his unbelief.

The great things of the gospel of God are thus
lustrated in - this very striking picture of
Samaria’s misery and deliverance, materials for
our holy, profitable comfort and admonltlon But
not merely to investigate and admire these skil-
ful ways of the divine wisdom may it be our
purpose ; but to mark and digest them, that our
souls may be refreshed, and our faith in the
gracious Provider for all our need, and for all

our delights for eternity, be blessedly strength-
ened.

The Christian’s Position in Christ.

J N the Epistle to the Ephesians we get the whole
l scope of God’s thoughts and purposes. [t

takes in two things: (1) the presence and
power of the Holy Ghost on earth, and the con-
dition that we are in as the result of it; and (2)
what this is founded on; namely, the exaltation
of Christ at God’s right hand.

This Epistle does not speak of the second
coming of the Lord, because the way our glory
is brought about is not its subject, but the present
blessing' of the saints. There is a distinct part
at the end of the Epistle where our conflict with
Satan comes in; but the general scope is what
I have said : the basis, the exaltation of Christ;
then purpose, what is in God’s mind; and then
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the knowledge of it by the Holy Ghost come down
from heaven. *‘ He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand ™ (i. 29).
That was needed for us to know our place, and
the most important consequences flowing from
it down here.

The presence of the Holy Ghost, who has come
down from heaven, the Seal of our being heirs,
and the Earnest of the_inheritance, forms our
present condition, based upon Christ raised to
the right hand of God. A Man is sitting at the
right hand of God: a wonderful truth for us.
““ His delights are with the sons of men.”” (Prov.
viii. 31). Being a man, and having died, and
therein perfectly glorified God, God has raised
Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right
hand; and thereupon the Holy Ghost is come
down here, so that we are associated with Him
and with the things that are on high, in heart and
mind, though, of course, not yet there as to our
bodies.

That i1s where the heart has to be; our con-
versation in heaven, for the Lord is there, not
here (Phil. iii. 20). He is coming to make our
bodies like unto His glorious body ; but at present

we have the Holy Ghost 'associating us with the
place where He is (Phil. iii. 21).

1. God has ‘“ blessed us w1th all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ’’ (i. 3). That
is God’s mind. Though we are not yet there in
fact, still it is the thought of God about us;
and we ought to have it always before us. Bless-
ings of the Jews in earthly places under Christ
will be fulfilled in time; but for us it is ‘‘ spiritual
blessings,” and ‘“in heavenly places,”” and ‘‘in
Christ ? Himself; and our present connection

b
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with it all comes through the Holy Ghost (i. 13,
14). | g
2. We next get, in verses 4 and 5, two as-
‘pects of these spiritual blessings: they are
brought before us in connection (1) with the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and (2) with the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is to say Christ
1s- looked at as Son and looked at as Man. The
Father owned Him in manhood as the Son in
Matt. iii. ;: ‘“ This is my ‘beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.”” God is called the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ considered as Man; He
-1s called His Father in reference to Him as Son.

This is the great basis of the wonderful position
in which we are set. It is man that God has in
His mind put in this place of glory in His own
Son. And this is not without its consequences,
and those of the very highest nature, -

God’s choosing us ‘‘ before the foundation of -
the world,”” is not what athrms, in the time of
choosing, the sovereignty of grace; for supposing
for a moment that God were to choose us now,
1t would be just as sovereign an act as doing it
then.  The practical truth brought out in His
choosing us ‘‘ before the foundation of the world”’
is, that it proves that we have nothing whatever
to do with the world. Before its very foundation
we were chosen; we have nothing to do with it
but to get through it.

God Woul(l bring us into this blessledness with
Himself which has nothing to do with the world.
We have just to go through it unspotted "y
that is all we have to do with it (James i. 27).
Qur living place was settled with God before ever
this world existed. God had this thought to have’
a people in Christ, ‘‘ holy and without blame be-
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fore Him in love.”” This is what God Himself
is. He thus brings us to be according to His
own nature: ‘‘ holy and without blame ’’ before
Himself. =~ We have an infinite Object before
whom we are, and having the divine nature we
can enjoy that Object. We are not taken out
of the world yet; are not meant to be; but we are
to pass through it as Christ did. If one looks
at it in another point of view it is just what
Christ was Himself, and that before God. This
is the thought of ‘‘ God.”

Then in verse 5 I get the ‘‘ Father.”” He might
have had servants, like the angels; but this was
not His thought : He ‘‘ predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself.’
He insists on that. It is the blessed part of it
that it is before God, and to Himself as ‘“Father.’’
If it be a relationship it is to *° Himself.”’

Thus I get the nature ‘‘ holy and without
blame.”’ It does not stay there, ‘‘ According to
. the good pleasure of His will ”’; for God could
not have beings in His presence in a sinful state.
Rut when it is relationship it is, ‘“.According to
the good pleasure of His will.”” He chooses to
have us as sons.

I get love, the nature of God (*‘in love ’’) and
love of predilection too. The place we get into is
one that is ‘‘according to the good pleasure of His
will,”” and He brings us according to His own
nature before ‘“ Himself '’ ; there is not a cloud
between because He has ‘‘ made us accepted in
the Beloved ”” (v. 6). Christ assuredly is this,
but God gives that name to Him to mark the
full character of the blessedness, and thus brings
us into His own presence.
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That is the purpose. It does not say here how
much of it is accomplished. It will not be fully
so until we are in the glory (Rom. viii. 29). Only
in the end of the first chapter we get what is
accomplished in fact, as the groundwork of all
our present enjoyment of it in spirit. God takes
Christ out of death, and sets Him at His own
right hand in the heavenly places. This is an
accomplished thing. It is *‘ wrought in Christ.”
Christ as man is in the glory of God.

3. And then we get the third thing : the Holy
Ghaist has come down meanwhile. Before the
purpose is fulfilled, but when the work of Christ
1s accomplished, the Holy Ghost comes down to
be the Seal with which (GGod has sealed those here
who have part in His purpose, and to be the
Earnest, too, of their inheritance. We are then
ccmpetent to contemplate God’s plans about Christ
Himself, His purpose ‘‘ to gather together in one
all things in Him, hoth which are in heaven and
which are on earth’ (v. 10). Then it will be
glory. | |

{

The first verses spoke of our ‘‘ calling’’; here
it 1s our ‘‘inheritance.”’ And this inheritance
is ‘‘ after the counsel of His own will >’ (z. 11).
It is sovereign grace to poor sinners that brings
us into this place. It will not be consummated
until He comes; but in Him we have obtained
it, being ‘‘predestinated according to His ‘pur-
pose.’”’ | |
That which 1s believed in order to our being
‘““sealed’’ is ‘“the gospel of our salvation.’””
John the Baptist was the forerunner of Him who
was to accomplish it; but now we have the glad .
- tidings of it consequent on the actual exaltation
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of Christ, -and the ‘‘seal ”’ of the Holy Ghost as
the ‘‘ earnest’’ of what is to come,

This is where we are whilst still in the woarld,

‘which is no part of the purpose of God, but in
which, passing through discipline, we learn the
difference between flesh and spirit. 1t is His
ways ; 1t 18- no part of His purpose. "The Holy
Ghost comes down from heaven ; gives us to know
Christ ; reveals to us our mherztance bears wit~
ness to us that we are ‘‘ heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ’””’ (Rom. wviii. 17).. He makes
us know where we are; that we belong to heaven,
and not to this earth at all. As we read i
Proverbs: ‘‘ In the beginning of His way, before
His works of old,  from the beginning, or ever
the earth was . . . Then I was by Him, as one
brought up with Him . . . and my delights were
with the sons of men’’ (viii. 22-31). So He be-
came a man, and is gone into glory as our Fore-
runner {(Heb. vi. 20).
-1 desire that our hearts may feel that in God’s
thoughts and purposes He has given us a place
that is not in the world at all, and that all our
business in this world is to keep ourselves ‘‘ un-
spotted ’* from it. 1 do not belong to this world.
I was set up from everlasting. Before the founda-
tion of it I was chosen ‘‘in Christ.”” It ts not
thus simply the sovereignty that does what it
pleases, but that we, as Christians, do not belong
to earth at all. Epistles of Christ is what we are.
We may not live up to it; but it is what we are
called to: to manifest the Second Man in the
midst of the world that has rejected Him {1 Cor.
xv. 47; John xv. 24, |
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