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The Vision of the Ransomed
Throng.
(Rev. vii. 9-17.)

Before the Lamb, before the throne,
Behold a vast, innumerous throng,
From every kmdred people, zone,
Of cvery various Spcech and tongue

In snowy robes, with boughs of palm,
Their glory charmed my raptured gaze;
While, jubilant, a lofty psalm
I‘he many-voiced chorus ratse.

Solemn and grand arose the strains;
And high the joyous anthem rang;
* Salvation to our Jrod Who reigns,
And to the Lamb! "’ the theme tney sang.

And all the angels gathered round
The elders and the living four,
Fall with their faces to the ground
And God upon the throne adore.

“Amen! Let blessing, glory, power,
Thanksgiving, honour, wisdom, might,
Be to our God for evermore, .
Through never-ending day and night!”’
Then said an elder, ** What these bands,
Bright-shining in their white array,
With palms of victory in their hands?
Tell me, O seer, whence came they? "
' Cutcame they to this glorious height,
From the Great Tribulation-flood :
Thev’ve washed their robes, and made them
white | |
In the Lamb’s precious, cleansing blood.
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““ Therefore, before God’s holy throne,
They day and night His praises tell;
Their worship HE WHo RrREIGNS shall own,
And with them will for ever dwell,

““ Hunger no more, nor thirst, nor heat,
Nor sun-blight shall they ever know;
Fed by the Lamb, Who guides their feet
Where founts of living water flow.

““ Grief ne'er shall cast a shadow there,
To cloud the gladness of the way;
And Gop HiMSELF, with tenderest care,

Shall wipe all sorrowing tears away!”’

The Gift of the Holy Ghost.
¢ ‘HY do you not pray for the gift of

the Holy Ghost? ’’ said a Christian

lady one night after a Scripture
reading, |

*“ Because, having believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ for eternal salvation, we have
recetved the Holy Ghost.  Hence we read,
“The love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.””’ (Eph. i. 13; Rom. v. §.)

“But are we not plainly taught by our Lord
Himself to pray for the Holy Ghost? Did He
not say, * How much more shall yout heaven-
ly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him?’” (Luke xi. 13.) |
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True. It was quite right then, before the
Holy Ghost came; but our Lord had to die
and rise again, and ascend to the right hand
of the Father, before this could be; for we
read in the Gospel of John that *‘the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.”” (Chap. vii. 39.) But
where, after He came down on the day ot
Pentecost, do we read of the apostles or any
of the saints praving for the Holy Ghost? On
the contrary, do they -not constantly refer to
the Holy Ghost as dwelling in the believer,
and in the Church? The fact is that the world
do not believe He is here because they cannot
see Him, and the believer knows His presence
and dwelling in him, not because he sees Him,
but because Scripture says so, and he realises
His gracious operations in him in various
ways; and especially in His taking of the
things of the Father and of the Son, and
showing them unto him, shedding abroad the
love of God in his heart, causing him to cry,
““Abba, Father,”” and to confess that ‘ Jesus
is the Lord.” (John xvi. 15; Rom. v. 5, viii.
15; t Cor. xii. 3.)

“But I suppose you pray for a greater
measure of the Spirit?”’

““How can I, if the Holy Ghost Himself
dwells in me? If it were merely an action of
the Spirit in me, or a certain amount of in<
fluence of the Spirit which T had received, }
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might then ask for more. But while this might
have been true as to the saints who lived betore
the Lord had accomplished redemption and
was glorified, nothing can be clearer than the
Holy Ghost being a divine Person, co-equal
with the Father and the Son. The Father
sent the Son; the Son came, took flesh, and
died for us; and when [esus had gone into
heaven itself, the FHoly Ghost came down,
and took up His abode in those who were
freed from their sins by the Saviour’s blood.
The Holy Ghost is a distinct Person from the
‘Son, who died for us; and from the Father,
who sent the Son; and yet He is one in divine
essence and Godhead with the Father and the
Son. The Holy Ghost is called * God’; He
has divine attributes; and it is He by whom
-we are sealed and indwelt till the day of re-
demption.  How, then, could [ ask for a
greater measure, when the Person Himself
dwells in me? I might and do ask to be
strengthened with might by the Spirit in the
inner man; to abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Ghost; that sinners may be saved
by the Spirit working in them, and such like;
but where in the Scriptures of the apostles
is there an idea of a believer asking for a
greater measure of the Spirit? "’

“But do you not look for a further out-
pouring of the Spirit?”’

““Most certainly I do; for God has de-
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clared, ‘I will pour out My Spirit upon alil
flesh,” which, I judge, will be in the millen-
nium, because the prophecy refers to deliver-
ance in Mount Zion and Jerusalem.  This
same prophecy was partially quoted by Peter
on the day of Pentecost, to show, from the
signs which accompanied it, that it really was
the coming of the Spirit, and not carnal
excitement, as some of them supposed.”
(Joel 11. 28-32.) |

““ But what I meant in asking this question
was, WIll there not be a greater outpouring
of the Holy Ghost in the Church?”’

‘““How can there be, if the Holy Ghost
Himself is here in consequence of Jesus, the
Son of God, the Accomplisher of redemption,
being glorified as Man at God’s right hand?
Where is there such an expectation held out
by the apostles? On the contrary, does not
Paul give us a most appalling picture of  the
last days’ ? Did he not warn the saints of
grievous wolves not sparing the flock,
seducers waxing worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived? Did not Peter predict
there would be ° false teachers . . . . denying
the Lord that bought them. . . . And many
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason
of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken
of,” etc.?  And did not loving John also say,
‘ Even now are there many antichrists, where-
by we know it is the last time’?  Surely,
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then, the apostles did not look for what some
call a greater outpouring of the Spirit; nor
could they, because the Holy Ghost Himself,
the other Comforter, was here, and to abide
‘with us'‘for ever. It is this which invests the
subject with such solemn importance.””

- ““Then I suppose you would object also to
pray for a fresh baptism of the Spirit?”’

“ Tf vou look at Scripture, you will see there
that, in reference to the gift of the Holy
Ghost, our Lord satd to His disciples, ‘ Tarrv
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued
with power from on high.” (Luke xxiv. 49):
and the same writer tells us that Jesus added,
‘ John truly baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence. . . . Ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you :
and ve shall be my witnesses,’ etc., and in the
next chapter we are told that the Holy Ghost
did come, and we see the spiritual power that
followed.  {Acts i. 53-8, ii. 1-7.) But if we
turn to 1 Cor. xii. 13, we shall see what the
baptism of the Holy Ghost is—* By one Spirit
are we all haptized into one body.” The bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost, then, was the uniting
of all believers together into ‘one body,” by
uniting them all to Christ the Head in heaven,
and to one another on earth as members one
of another. We are, therefore, spoken of as
‘members of His body, of His flesh, and of
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His bones’; and can this ever need to be re-
peated? The idea of a fresh baptism of the
Spirit has no place in Scripture.

“The truth is, that Scripture teaches us,
who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
that God dwelleth in us by the Spirit which
He hath given us; that He dwells in our
bodies, has been sent into our hearts to guide
us into all truth, and teach us all things, and
by whom we are anointed, united to Christ,
sealed, and who is the earnest of the inherit-
ance until the redemption of the purchased
possession. (Read prayerfully 1 John iii. 24;
1. Cor. vi. 19; Gal. iv. 6; 2 Cor. i. 21, 22; Eph,
i. 13, 14.) The Holy Ghost also dwells in the
Church on earth. (1 Cor. iil. 16.) He is the
power on earth for everything which is the
work of God in souls. It is by the Spirit
through the Word that sinners are brought
‘to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and have
eternal life. They are thus ‘born of the
Spirit,” and therefore ‘born of God’; and
then He is sent forth to dwell in them. ‘ Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father.” We are therefore enjoined
not to ‘grieve’ Him; and as it is by His
power ‘ gifts > are used for the ministry of the
truth it is also said, ‘ Quench not the Spirit.’
¢ As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God.”’’ (Rom. viii. 14.)
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The Two Aspeéts of the Lord’s
Second Advent.

“We which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them
which are asleep ’’ (1 Thess. iv. 15.)

““The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief
in the night” (1 Thess. v. 2.)

HESE verses with their context form a
- very distinct section of this instructive
and valuable epistle, in which the in-
splred apostle sets forth the two great phases
of the second advent of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, namely, (1) That phase of it
which bears upcn A SORROWING CHURCH; (2)
That phase of it which bears upon A RrRgjoIC-
ING WORLD.’ |
The Holy Ghost makes use of the same
grand truth at once to comfort the heart of a
weeping saint and to warn the heart of an
exultant worldling. The tears of the former
and the boastings of the latter are both met
by the same all-important and most influential
doctrine. o
Now, it is usual to ascribe to DEATH what
the apostle here ascribes only to THE LORD’S
COMING. We frequently hear it said, when a
Christian friend has departed, ‘* We shall
soon follow him.’
This is not what the apoqtle says; but quite
the reverse. He says: ‘1 would not have
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you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
that have fallen asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.”

And why not? Is it because they were so
soon to follow them? By no means. This
would be to put death in the place of a return-
ing Christ. The comfort which the Holy
Ghost had to offer to the bereaved heart of a
saint rested on a totally different ground.
Therefore the apostle continues: “For if we
believe that jesus died and rose again, even
so also them that sleep in Jesus will God bring
with Him.”

The coming of Christ was so near to the
apostle’s heart, so vividly and so naturally
before his soul, as the proper object of hope,
that he could =ay, *“ We which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord.” (v. 15.)
The worldly heart would say, ‘* My Lord de-
layeth His coming ’’; but the true attitude of
a saint, in reference to the second advent of
Christ, 1s set forth in the expression, ‘* We
which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord.” .

The two great boundaries of the Church’s
existence down here are the cross and the com-
ing of Christ. In the cross, death and judg-
ment are for ever set aside, as regards the
Church; and instead thereof the whole scene
is filled with glory. ‘‘ As it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after that the judgment;
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so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many ; and unto them that look for Him shall
He appear the second time, without sin, unto
salvation.”” (Heb. ix. 27, 28.) Christ’s com-
ing in glory, without any reference to or con- -
nection with sin, is the distinctive hope of the
Church, ‘“ He hath appeared once, in the end
of the world to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself '’; and hence He has nothing
more to say to sin; but when He comes again,
it will be unto salvation.

- Now, it is important 1o see with distinctness
the double aspect of Christ’s second coming,
as set forth in Thessalonians by the two ex-
pressions, ‘““the coming of the Lord’ and
““ the day of the Lord.” The former has par-
ticular reference to the Church; the latter to
the world. The former has nothing to do
with ‘' times and seasons’'; the latter has
much to do with them. The former is not con-
nected with events amongst the nations; the
latter is closely connected with those events.
- The great burden of the propbets is THE
MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD amongst the
nations of the earth, including His dealings
with that peculiar nation, Israel. This is a
subject of immense interest to the saint, not
because of his personal connection therewith,
but because it involves the counsels of God,
and His ways with man on the earth. But
we may look in vain throughout the pages of
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Old Testament prophecy for any enunciation
of the doctrine of the Church’s position, of
her calling, or of her hope. These things
““were not in other ages made known to the
sons of men, as they are now revealed unto His
holy apostles and prophets, by the Spirit.”
{Eph. 1. 5.) |

Such being the case, it is evident that THE
HOPE Or THE CHURCH cannot be affected by
those events which form the more immediate
subject of the Old - Testament prophecies.
““That blessed hope’’ shines out in all its
peculiar brightness without so much as a
single intervening cloud. ‘* The bright and
morning star *’ glitters on the Church’s hori-
zon, and the fondly cherished hope of seeing
it cheers her heart and animates her spirit
during the dreary watches of this dark night.
““1 will give him the Bright and Morning
Star,” is Christ’s own promise ; and He Him-
self is that Star.

The Holy Ghost, by the prophet Malachi,
presents Christ to the hopes and expectations
of the pious remnant of Israel as “‘ the Sun of
Righteousness’’ who shall ‘“arise with heal-
ing in His wings’’; but “‘the Bright and
Morning Star ”’ awakens an entirely different
order of thought in the soul. The Church will
have been in the enjoyment of the light of
her Morning Star before the heams of the
Sun of Righteousness cheer the SorrOWillg
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heart of the remnant of Israel. It is only those
who are on the watch during the night who
are favoured with the sight of the morning
star ; when the Sun shines forth over the earth,
~at the opening of the millennial morning, the
God-fearing remnant shall catch the first
glimpse of His beams; and when He comes to
His meridian height ‘‘every eye shall see
Him.”” (Rev. i. 7.}

The moment Christ rises up from the
Father’s throne, the Church rises from earth
to meet Him in the air. For that moment the
Church waits. Till then, the Holy Ghost
works, in connection with the gospel of Christ,
for the purpose of gathering out the remainder
of God’s elect. Till then, He also works to
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.
But when the time arranged in the divine
counsels has fully come, ‘‘ The Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God.” Thisisthe Church’s special hope, and
in tull keeping with Christ’s gracious promise
in John xiv.: ‘T will come again, and receive
you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye
may be also.”” Observe the peculiar grace of
the words “‘ I will come again’’; ‘‘ the Lord
Himself shall descend.” He will not send an
angel, nor a legion of angels; no, He will
come Himself. Such is His grace; such, too,
the dignity put upon His beloved bride.
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And all this is founded upon the truth that
““ Jesus died, and rose again.” “‘If,” says
the inspired apcstle, ‘‘ we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also that
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.”
The Lord Jesus was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father; and all who sleep in
Jesus, being part of His body (Eph. 1. 22, 23),
shall be raised up, and presented with Him
in His coming glory. God raised Christ from
the dead; and if we believe that, we can in
like manner believe that all who sleep in Jesus
shall be raised up, and brought with Him at
His glorious appearing. ‘‘If the Spirit of
Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His
Spirit that dwelleth in you.” (Rom. viii. 11.)

All is founded upon cur connection with
Christ. The Head and the body, being one,
shall appear together in glory. ‘‘ For this we
say unto you, by the word of the Lord, that
we which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which
- are asleep ; for the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be
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with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an-
other with these words.” |

Similar is the teaching in 1 Cor. xv.: ‘' Be-
hold, 1 show you a mystery: we shall not all
sleep; but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
Tast trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed.” (vv. 51, 52.)

Here we have the hope of the Church very
clearly and simply enunciated; and most
needful is it that the saints should receive it
as clearly and simply as it is here laid down,
seeing that the enemy has sought to encum-
ber it with a variety of other things, which,
however interesting as subjects of study, are
nowise attractive as objects of hope.

For example, some would teach the saints
that they must be trampled down under the
feet of the beast, before their hearts can he
gladdened by the sight of the Morning Star.
Where do they find this in 1 Cor. xv., or 1
Thess. iv.? .

And yet these Scriptures do, as we
have said, clearly set forth that which con-
stitutes the Church's hope. So also in chap.
1. we read, ‘° Ye turned to God from idols, to
serve the living God, and to wait »’—for what ?
‘The beast? No. The man of sin? No. The
false prophet? No. The full development
and final destruction of Nebuchadnezzar’s
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image? No. Whatthen? * To wait for His
Sox fromi heaven.”’ |

This 1§ simple and conclusive enough for
any mind that is desirous of being subJect to
the authority of Holy Scripture.

~The Church is not taught to wait for any
movenients amongst the nations, for the res-
totation of the Jews, for the development of
the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, for
the consolidation of the Roman Empire, for
the drying up of the river Euphrates, in order
to prepare the way of the kings of the east;
in short, she is not to wait for any earthly
event whatever, but simply for God’'s Son
from heaven, “‘the Bright and Morning Star.”
True, all these things are the direct subject of
prophetic testimony, and, as such, profoundly
interesting to the spiritual student of Scrip-
ture; just as the destinies of Sodom were in-
teresting to Abraham, though, personally, he -
had nothing whatever to do with them

Every Christian, whatever may be the
measure of his prophetic knowledge, should
take an interest in the study of prophecy; not
that he may build up a system, or defend a
theory, but simply that he may be more or
less acquainted with the ways and counsels of
God, and the destinies of this lower world.
But his specific hope is a totally different
thing. He will not find that in the pages of
Old Testament prophecy. There is nothing
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there about the Head and the body, the Bride-
groom and the bride, meeting in the air. He
will read of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Tyre,
Gog and Magog; and the connection of all
these with the city of Jerusalem and the land
of Israel. But these have nought to do with
the outshining of ‘‘ the Bright and Morning
Star.” That Star is the emblem of a celestial
glory, far removed from this dark and stormy
world; a glory which shall appear to the
Church while a Christ-rejecting world is still
wrapped in profound slumber, or intoxicated
with its own proud and godless schemes.

Now, when we turn to the second aspect of
the advent, as presented in 1 Thessalonians v.
1-11, we find something entirely different. We
here come to ‘“times and seasons,’”’ concern-
ing which the apostle felt he had no need to
write to the Church, because she had nothing
to do with such, so far as she herself was per-
sonally concerned. The Church belongs to the
day and to the light, and therefore has no
need to be guided by ‘‘times and seasons,”
or ‘‘the signs of the times.” Such things
have direct reference to those who shall be in-
volved in the terrors of ‘‘the day of the Lord,”
and by no means to those who have to do with
the Morning Star, those who shall have met
Christ as a Bridegroom in the air, before the
revelation of the day.

It must he evident, to every reflecting mind,

¢
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that there is a vast difference between the ap-
pearance of the morning star, and the revela-
tion of the sun’s full brightness. Nor is the
difference less striking between the coming of
a bridegroom to an expecting bride, and the
bursting in of a thief upon an intoxicated or
a slumbering houschold; and yet the two
phases of the advent are thus strikingly con-
trasted : ‘‘ Yourselves know perfectly, that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night; for when they [not ye| shall say, Peace
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh
upon them [not upon you} as travail upon a
woman with-child; and they shall not escape.”

This is peculiariy solemn, and eminently
calculated to strike terror into a worldly heart.
Indeed, the coming of the thief is as terrifying
as the coming of the Bridegroom is attractive.
But the two things are as distinct as they can
be, and they cannot be confounded without
sertous damage to the mind of a saint.

It would seem as if the Thessalonian be-
lievers had suffered from having so con-
founded them. They seem to have at first
feared lest their departed friends should not
participate in the joy of Christ’s return; and
when corrected as to this, they would appear
to have run into another error; namely, that
of fearing lest they themselves should be in-
volved in the terrors accompanying ‘‘ the day
of the Lord.” This latter thought is fully
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corrected in the second epistle; and, in the
apostle’s mode of correction there is, tf pos-
sible, a still fuller and clearer presentation of
the double phase of the advent. He says,
““ We beseech you, brethren, by the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering
together unto Him, that ye be not soon
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us,
as that the day of the Lord is at hand,’’ or has
actually set in.

Here the two things are brought into direct
contrast, and the saints are exhorted, on the
ground of their participation in the joys of
the former, not to dread being involved in the
terrors of the latter. |

This is most conclusive. ‘" The coming of
the Lord’’ is the Church’s hope, ‘ the pAY
of the LLord ™" is the world’s dread. The former
will be the consummation of the saint’s joy;
the tatter will be the death-knell of the World—-
ling’s happiness. :

“The day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night.” Tt is never said that the
Morning Star shall come as a thief in the
night. True, the Lord savs to the angel of
the church in Sardis, ““If, therefore, thou
- wilt not watch, T will ome on thee as a thief,
and thou qhalt not know what hour I will
come upon thee.” (Rev. 1. 3.) This pas-
sage, so far from presenting any difficulty,
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rather affords a strong confirmation of the
truth-on which we have been dwelling. The
Church of Sardis had a name to hve,  and
was dead. It had sunk down very much to
the level of the world; and therefore it is that
the Lord presents to it that phase of His ad-
vent which properly belongs to the world.
If the saint mingles with the world, he
must expect to be threatened with the world’s
portion. It Lot goes down to Sodom, he
must participate in Sodom’s woes. But we
know full well that ‘““a thief " is not Christ’s
proper aspect to the Church. ‘‘ Ye, brethren,
are not in darkness, that that day should over-
take vou as a thief.”” We properly belong
to the day; but if, through ignorance or un-
faithfulness, we get out of our proper posi-
tion, we cannot expect the Spirit to animate
us with our proper hopes. If we sink to the
world’s level, we shall look at the future
from the world’s poiﬁt of view. *'Ye are all
the children of the light, and the children of
the day; we are not of the night, nor of dark-
ness. Wherefore let us not sleep, as do
others, but let us watch and be sober. For
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they
that be drunken are drunken in the night;
but let us who are of the day be sober, put-
ting on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for an helmet the hope of salvation. For God
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain
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~ salvation by our Lord Jesus Chr1st Who died
for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with Him.”

Such is our proper position, our proper
hope. And be it observed that our living to-
gether with Christ is founded on the fact that
Christ died for us. His dying for us secures
our living with Him, whether we wake or
sleep. It is well to note this. It sweetly
reveals the grace of Hini with Whom we
have to do, whose death for us secures infal-
libly our being linked with Him in that eter-
nal glory, for which both He and His saints
now wait. By this gracious assurance, and
not by any feeling of dread or uncertainty,
would the blessed Spirit produce in us a
watchful condition of soul. And assuredly
the heart that could use such a truth as an
excuse for not watching can know but little
of the real power of either grace or glory.
Such a one would say, " Let us continue in
sin, that grace may abound.”

[ would only remark, in conclusion, that
the apostle closes his view of both phases of
the advent with the same sweet exhortation,
““ COMFORT YOURSELVES WITH THESE WORDS."’
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David’s Last Words; or, The
Saint’'s Prospect and Retrospect.

REeEAD 2 SaAaM. xxiii.

“TTHERE is something deeply touching
and most consolatory in the last words
of ““ The sweet Psalmist of Israel.”” It

is good and profitable to listen to the ‘‘last

words >’ of any saint of God or servant of

Christ; well to hearken to the mellow accents

of the hoary-headed and experienced; season-

able to those who have reached the final stage
of life’s rough journey. We all know that,
upon our first starting on our course, there is

a quantity of romance about us. We cherish

large expectations from men and things.

We fondly imagine that all is gold that glit-

ters, and we foolishly hope that all the prom-

ises and pretensions of the scene around will
be fully actualized.

But, alas! as we get on in years we
discover we ‘*have made a mistake. Stern
reality cures us of much of our youthtul
romance, and the keen blasts of the desert
carry away much of the bloom of our young
days. The young believer is apt to confide
in every one who makes a profession; and
this artless confidence is very lovely. Would
that it always met with a more worthy
response. But it does not. One meets with

much, even in an ordinary Christian career,
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to chill, to wither, to contract, and repulse.
Hence the weight and value of ‘‘ last words,’
in any case, but especially when we get them,
not merely as the fruit of matured judgment,

but, as in David’s case, by inspiration of the
Holy Ghost.

‘““ Now these be the last words of David.
David the son of Jesse said, and the man who
was raised up on high, the anointed of the
God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of
Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord spake by
me, and His word was in my tongue. The
God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel
spake to me, He that ruleth over men
must be just, ruling in the fear of God.
And he shall be as the light of the
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morn-
ing without clouds; as the tender grass
springing out of the earth by clear shining
after rain.”’ (vv. 1-4.)

Here David sets up the divine standard of
character for one called to rule over men.
“He must be just’’; and upon the basis of
justice is erected a superstructure of cloudfess
light, richest blessing, and abundant fruitful-
ness. All this will, as we very well know, be
only realized when the Son of David, now
hidden in the heavens, shall ascend the
throne of His Father, and stretch forth His
sceptre over a restored creation.

But not only does David set up the divine
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standard; he compares himself with it, and
it is in this comparison we have the great
moral and practical truth which 1 desire to
fasten on my reader’s heart.

““ ALTHOUGH,’ says David, ““ my house be
not so with God; vyEr He hath made with me
an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things,
and sure; for this is all my salvation, and all
my desire, although He make it not to grow.”’
@ 5)

The only way to get a right view of our-
selves is by looking at Christ. This is what
David does in these last words. He weighs
himself in a perfect balance, and declares
himself wanting. He measures himself with
a perfect rule, and confesses himself entirely
defective. He gazes upon the perfect model,
and exclaims, ‘“ I am not like that.”” He looks
back over the past, and sees the failings and
the faults. He turns over page after page of
life’s chequered story, and his eye, enlightened
by beams of light from the sanctuary, sees the
blots and the blemishes in his career. But
{blessed be God!) he can fall back upon ‘‘an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things,
and sure,”’ and he finds in that well-crdered
covenant ‘“all his salvation, and all his
desire.”’

There is uncommon beauty and power in
the connection between the ‘‘ although’’ and
the *“ yet " in the above passage. The former
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leaves a wide margin in which to insert the
utterance of a convicted and chastened heart;
‘the latter opens the floodgates to let in the full
tide of divine mercy and loving-kindness.
““ Although ”’ puts man in the dust as a fail-
ing one; ‘‘yet’ introduces God in all the
fulness of His pardoning love. That is the
language of a soul that has learnt itself; this
the breathing of a heart that had learnt some-
thing about God.

Oh'! beloved reader, is it not a signal mercy
that, when we reach the close of our history,
and review the past, when, as regards our-
selves, we have only to say, ‘‘ My house is
not so with God,”” we shall then fully prove
the eternal stability of that grace in which
we have found *‘ all our salvation, and all our
desire > ?

In the angels, God glorifies Himself in
creaticn. They excel us in strength. In Chris-
tians, God glorifies Himself in reconciliation,
to make them the firstfruits of His new crea-
tion, when He shall have reconciled all things
in heaven and on earth hy Christ. Therefore
it is written, ‘‘ Blessed are the peacemakers;
for they shall be called the children [sons] of
God.” They have His nature and His char-
acter.
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Man’'s World and Christ’s World.

Read Luke xiv. and xv.

P UT together, these are two wonderful
chapters.
In the fourteenth, the l.ord visits our
world; in the fifteenth, we visit His.

In the fourteenth, He makes Himselif
acquainted with our ways; in the fifteenth we
are called to acquaint ourselves with His.

This is the grand moral distinction between
the two chapters; and nothing can exceed
them in interest.

In the fourteenth chapter we find that noth-
ing satisfies Him.

Are you prepared for this conclusion ? There
is nothing thoroughly according to His mind.

In the fifteenth everything is suited to Him
and if we were divinely intelligent, and
divinely sensitive, we should find that nothing
in man’s world, and everything in Christ’s
world, would do for us. It is the grand char-
acter of the Apocalypse, that there is not a
thing in it but suits the mind of the glorified
Church. .

Chapter xiv. opens by the Lord being in-
vited to eat bread in a Pharisee’s house, and
as He enters, at once all the sympathies of
His mind are intruded on.

The house is a type of man’s world. ‘ As
He went into the house. . . . they watched
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Him.”” And there came in a poor man that
had the dropsy, and He asked them, ' ls it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day?”’

““ And they held their peace.”

Now, why did they hold their peace?

It was a hypocritical silence. They ought
to have answered; but they wanted to catch
Him. Oh! what wretched, miserable tricks
these hearts of ours can play ! Your heart is
under the lion and serpent : violence and sub-
tlety. Satan is represented as both these.

The Lord, having healed the dropsical
man, said to them, *“ Which of you shall have
an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not
straightway pull him out on the Sabbath
day ?”’  Ought you not to have gathered your
answer to the question from your own ways?

The Lord takes us on our own showing, and
exposes us out of our own mouth and our own
ways. I do not wantany one to show me what
I am, I know very well.

In verse ¥ He has entered the house, and
looked around.  That is exactly where we
fail. We are so much taken up with ourselves
that we do not look round to see things with
the eyes of the Lord. The Lord came with
the heart and resources of God to dispense
blessing; but with the eye and ear and sen-
sibility of God, to acquaint Himself with the
moral of the scene here.
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What does He see here? First the guests;
and they do not please Him. He saw they
chose the highest rooms. Now, suppose you
had the eyve of God, and looked on the scene
around you, day by day, would you not see
the same thing? We savour too much of it
ourselves, and therefore cannot testify against
it.

Christ was infinitely pure, so that He could
detect the smallest bit of impurity. He saw
that it was pride that animated the scene under
His eye; and you and I must have very false
notions of what is abroad if we do not see
the same thing. ‘‘The lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of hife ™
mark the spirit that animates the activities
around us.

Now He looked at the host; but there was
no relief for Him there. Selfishness in an-
other form shows itself to Him. It was not
the poor, the maimed, the lame and the blind
that the Pharisee asked to his feast, hut his
rich neighbours were seated on his right hand
and on his left.

Here the heart of Christ tells itself out in
calling those who cannot recompense Him.
It is very happy that Christ cannot be pleased
with your world. What would your lLord
Jesus be to you if He could put up with such
a world? If Christ could have found sym-
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pathy with man’s world as delineated here,
you and I should never have been saved. He
acted on directly contrary principles, or we
should never have had to talk of salvation.

Now one of the company says, ** Biessed is
he that shall eat bread in the Kingdom of
God.”” This was a gracious movement, I be-
lieve. I do not say whether it ended in good
or not, but a certain gracious instant passed
over the soul. |

The Lord was not unaffected by it. He pays
attention to the interruption. Oh! the pre-
cious and perfect humanity of Jesus. His
Deity was equal to the Father’s. His humanity
was equal to yours and mine; not in its cor-
ruption, but in all the beautiful traits that
could adorn it in its perfection.

He waits, and indites the parable of the
marriage supper. The man had said,
‘“ Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the
Kingdom of God,” and the Lord brings out
this parable to exhibit what it is to eat bread
in the Kingdom of God. |

This shows that the Lord is willing to wait
on the secret stirring of your spirit, and give
it a suited response. And that word of the
man that sat at table gives him occasion to
expand before his eyes a feast spread in the
heavenly country. And oh! what a different
one from that here! Not one of the bidden
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guests came. No, and not a single bidden
guest since Adam will be at that table.

What do I mean?

There must be more than an invitation. God
must fill the chairs as well as the table. He
must force His guests in, as well as fill the
board. _

He sends His servants, and says, * Compel
them to come in, that My house may be filled.”’

There is a peep into heaven! Did you ever
know such-a place in all your life? The richest
feast ever seen, and not one at it that has not
been compelled to come in!

And does God put up with this? If there
had only been the mission of the Son, there
would never have been a single guest. If
there had only been the mission of the Holy
Ghost, there would have been no feast spread.

What a wonderful exhibition of the love of
God! If you had prepared a kindness for
another, would you like to find an indisposed
heart in him? No, you would not ask him
again, but would say, * Let him go, and
get what he values more.’ |

But there is the double mission of the Son
and the Spirit. The Son prepares the feast,
and the Spirit prepares the guests. So that
there is not a single merely bidden guest there;
they are compelled guests.

What a wretched exhibition of the heart
- you carry ! One has bought a piece of ground,
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another has bought five yoke of oxen. Any-
thing but the Lord’s feast. This is the con-
trast between God’s table and man'’s.

When the Lord had delivered the parable,
as He was leaving the house great multitudes
followed Him, and He turned and said, ““Who-
soever doth not bear his cross, and come after
Me, cannot he My disciple.”

Now, how do you treat the Lord Jesus? Do
you look at Him as a pattern, an example?

“ Well,” you will say, ‘““1 ought to do so,”
and I grant it; but you and [ are thoroughly
wrong if our first communion with Him is as
a pattern ; it must be as with a Saviour. The
multitudes followed Him as a pattern, and
the Lord says, ** If you will be like Me you
must give up everything.”

The next chapter opens with publicans and
sinners, and fhere is seen communion of soul
with Him as a Saviour.

The moment the Lord got that object, He
was at home. He passes on through all scenes
till ‘“ publicans and sinners’’ draw near to
Him.

He had entered and left the Pharisee’s
house, and His spirit had not breathed a com-
fortable atmosphere; but when a poor sinner
comes and looks at Him, that moment His
whole heart gave itself out, and uttered itself
in the three beautiful parables that follow.

It is impossible to follow the spirit of Christ

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

MAN’'S WORLID AND CHRIST'S WORLD. 31

in this chapter without being comforted. Could
I know Christ as I would know Him if He
could find a home in my world?

No! But He says, ‘““If 1 cannot find a
home here, do you come and find a home with
Me. You have disappointed Me, but I will
not disappoint you.”” As one said once, ‘‘ In
preaching the gospel, the Lord said, ‘ Well,
if I cannot trust you, yor must trust Me.” ”’

It is another version of the same thought
here; and these beautiful parables show one
leading and commanding truth: that God’s
world is made happy by sinners getting into
it. "

Do you believe that you, as a sinner, are im-
portant to heaven ?

Whether you believe it or not, it is true. It
is not our gain in the matter of salvation that
is presented here, but God’s joy, and that
only. He takes these homely figures that our
thoughts may not he distracted, and that you
may learn that you are lost. But you learn,
too, the joy of God in recovering you.

I do not believe a richer thought can enter
the soul of man. I sit down in heaven, not
as a recovered sinner only, but as one whose
recovery has formed the joy of heaven.

Now you are at Christ’s table, in Christ’s
world, and you see what kind of a place it
1s. As for the poor lost sheep, if left to itself
it would only have wandered farther still;
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and as for the piece of money, it would have
lain there till this hour if the woman had not
searched diligently till she found it.

~Now let us combine these two chapters. In
xiv. you get the words, “ Compel them to come
in,”” and in xv. you get the prodigal compelled.
We were observing the missions of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost
never gives me my title to glory, but He
enables me to read it. If I could not read it,
it would be no use to me.

Now I ask, What is this compulsion? It is
not against your will, but vou are made will-
ing in the day of His power. Take, for in-
stance, the prodigal. When he was brought
to his last penny, and began to be in want,
‘““he came to himself.”

This was the beginning of the compelling,
when the poor prodigal opened his eyes to his
condition. |

What, at a later day, did the Lord do to the
heart of Lydia?

He opened it, and her opened heart listened
to what Paul spoke.

The mighty compelling power showed itself
here, when the poor prodigal looked round on
his condition, and said, ‘“ What shall I do?

The Holy Ghost makes you willing when
He makes you see your need, and that death
and judgment are before you. He stirs you
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up by this, till He puts you on the road to
God.

One poor soul says, ‘‘I had better begin
to look out for eternity.”” Another is terrified
by the thought of death and judgment to
come. God will take you in any way. The
thing is to get your back to the land where
once you lingered. The poor prodigal says,
‘1 will arise; I have found out the end of
my own doings; I will go to my father.”
And back he goes; and back he is welcomed !

The story of. the prodigal beautifully illus-
trates the compelling of the previous chapter.
Zacchzus wished to see Jesus one morning,
and up he got into the tree. That was the
compelling of the Holy Ghost.

Oh! what two chapters! Christ disap-
pointed in your world, and you satiated in
Christ’s world !

God not only meets the desires that His
children have: He is the source of new de-
sires to the new man by the revelation of
Himself in love. Thus there is the opposite
to weariness in the heavenly enjoyment of
God. Because He Who is the infinite object
of enjoyment is the infinite source and
strength of capacity to enjoy; though we en-
joy as recipient creatures. He is hoth the
source of the nature and its mﬁmte ob]ect
and that in love. - -
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In the Way to Emmaus.

Read I.uke xxiv. 13-36.

HERE is much that is very suggestive
and beauiiful in the words, ‘“ And He
made as though He would have gone

further.” Indited as they were by the Holy
(Ghost, they have a place in the inspired page
in order that we, by prayerful meditation,
might cull from them their sweetness and
blessedness; sweetness and blessedness which
indeed lie more in what they suggest than in
what they openly declare,

The words occur in the narrative of the
journey to Emmaus, whither Cleopas and his
companion were going, on the morrow after
the Sabbath on which the Lord of glory lay
in the tomb. It i1s a narrative that might with
perfect propriety be termed a sacred. poem,
one indeed of the highest order, so full is it
of incident, circumstance, and instruction.

Three days earlier, the Lord Jesus had been
hanging upon the cross, hanging there as the
sinner’s Substitute, enduring the hiding of
God’s face, while bearing the sinner’s sins and
their just deserts. Men looked on astonished.
Thousands had been crucified before; but this
crucifixion had something about it that made
it unlike all others which had preceded it. The
Person, the circumstances, and the attendant
manifestations, were all peculiar. It aroused
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emotions, dissipated fond expectations, excited
fears, disappointed hopes, and gave birth and
being to floods of thought of the greatest in-
terest and importance. The city of Jerusalem
was moved. The powers were alarmed. Nature
was convulsed. Heaven and hell were deeply
concerned.

But 1n the narrative before us we enter upon
quite another condition of things altogether.

We look at the brighter side of the cross.
The oLD creation has vanished, as it were,
from our view. The world had had its last
glimpse of Jesus, as He hung upon the tree.
The NEw creation is just emerging from its
mystery into an intelligent outline. Jesus is .
risen. He lives. The sufferings are past. The
glory is about to follow. The ‘‘first-fruits”’
have been presented, and the first sheaf has
been waved before God, bright promise of the
coming harvest. (Lev. xxiii. g-11.) The * corn
of wheat’’ has fallen into the ground and
died, and ‘‘much fruit’’ is springing forth
unto God. (John xii. 24.) All this might not
be very distinctly traced as yet; but all was
as real as it shall be at the consummation of
all things.

Yet not ostensibly as a conqueror comes the
Risen One forth. By no material glory is He
surrounded. No public herald announces His
resurrection.  His first manifestation is to
women at the sepulchre; His first prolonged
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stay is with two weary travellers; poor, yet
withal fit company for Him Who had an
- especial commission to speak ‘‘ a word to them
who were weary.’

As a ‘‘ stranger’’ He joins them not turn-
ing them aside ; not diverting their course ; but
going their way, and adapting Himself to
their pleasure. They are speaking of the
question of the day, the late crucifixion. They
are ‘‘sad,”’ and they ‘‘reason.” |

Here then is material suited for Jesus to
work upon; clay ready for the Potter’s hands;
hearts, though ignorant, sad, and despondent,
vet thoroughly set upon Himself.

How does He act in this interesting scene ?

He enlightens their ignorance, gladdens
their hearts, increases their attachment to Him-
self. Yet He does so in such a way as to
leave their hearts free and their expression un-
fettered. He does not reveal Himself. He is
the ‘‘ stranger’’ still; and they consequently
are not restrained. He leaves room for their
hearts to have full liberty. He sees some-
thing behind their speech upon which He sets
value, and which only needs to be informed,
and rightly turned, to be made available for
His own gracious purposes. And thus He
proceeds with them ; not for one moment ex-
citing their suspicions as to Who He was, nr
what His ultimate intentions were,

So they travel on in happy converse to-
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gether; He willing to be reproved by them for
His ignorance; they all the while willing te
be enlightened and comforted by Him. In
time they reached their destination, Emmaus, a
name dear to every Christian, a locality
round which the sweetest associations cluster.

Now was the moment for Him to prove to
themselves the hold He had gained upon their
souls. ‘‘ He made as though He would have
gone further.”

Had He an errand further on, then’

No; but He thus graciously gives them an
opportunity to express their love to Himself,
and their interest in His theme.

Had they been indifferent, He mlght have
simply passed on. Had they been offended,
it had been a relief to them to be rid of His
company. How then was it with them ? Hear
the sacred historian: ‘ But they con-
strained [margin, urged] Him, saying, Abide
with us, for it is toward evening, and the day
is far spent.”

Surely this simple plea bespeaks their
earnestness, though we learn the secret of 1t
by and by.

Did the Lord refuse? Ah! did He ever re-
fuse the voice of entreaty? ‘“ And He went
in to tarry with them.” He had gained His
point; they had proved théir love; and richly
were they rewarded for their simple, honest,
loving hospitality.
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But what a glad surprise He had prepared
for them! What a solemn moment in their
lives was about to dawn upon them!
What a crisis in their souls’ experience were
they about to enter upon. Ah! when they
ordered that simple repast they little dreamt
of what 1t was io lead to!  When they sat
down to that meal, how little they thought
what a surprise awaited them! :

But the scene gradually opens. They dis-
pose themselves for their evening meal, still
conversing doubtless upon the theme of their
journeying moments, and their hearts still
burning at the ‘‘stranger’s’ talk and ex-
positions of Holy Writ. But they had not
been sitting long before this fascinating
‘“ stranger >’ took bread, and blessed it, and
brake it, and gave to them. Not, you note,
““ gave thanks.” No; as the ““ Lord of all ”’
He simply blesses His creatures; and,
as the Maker and Sustainer of all, He divides
it to them. What a moment !

‘““ Their eyes were opened.” It is Jesus!
Blessed discovery ! How they gaze upon Him,
yet in that gaze lose the object of their rapt
amazement, for ‘‘ He ceased to be seen of
them.”’

Could it be a dream? Was it but the de-
lusion of a heated or excited imagination?
Assuredly not. They had in reality walked
and conversed together; and there was the
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very bread which He had broken. Besides,
they had before seen Ilim take bread, and
bless it, and break it; and now the repetition
of the act awakens their, till then, dormant
memories.

““ And they rose up the same hour, and re
turned to Jerusalem.’’ What their errand was at
Emmaus we are not told; neither do we fiind
‘that,if they had one,it was attended to. It might
be that, like Samaria’s daughter at the well
of Sychar, who left her water-pot when she
had found the Lord, these disciples forgot
their errand in the one grand thought which
now possessed them : ‘“ The Lord is risen in-
deed ! They reason no more. They are no
longer ‘‘sad.” Ilight of heart, and full of
faith, they retrace their steps, going straight
to their “ own company,”’ and finding them
gathered together. There they were rehears-
ing the whole matter, when Jesus again ap-
peared, with those memorable words, ‘¢ Peace
be unto you!” :

All this is very precious. And why? Be-
cause it is about Jesus, His acts of grace,
His ways of love here below. He is still
““the same ’’; and those who know and love
Him most still find that He gives opportunity
for their hearts to prove their love to Him.
Oh! let us seek to improve every such occa-
sion. And if in our experience ‘‘ He makes
as though He would go further,”’ let us cleave
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to Him, and say, ‘“ Abide with us.”” We shall
find that, as He went in to tarry with the
disciples at Emmaus, so will He stay with us,
change all our sadness into joy, and our
reasonings into faith, strong and active. He
seeks the fellowship and companionship of His
saints now as when below. He is still the
same; ‘‘ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever’’; the ‘‘ brother born for
adversity ”’; the ¢ friend that loveth at all
times ’’; the ‘‘ friend that sticketh closeth than
a brother.”” Such, and infinitely more, is He
Whom our soul loveth. (Heh. xiii. 8; Prov.
xvil. 17; xviil. 24; Song of Sol. i. 7.)

[n Christ, and by His work, God has
brought us into the place ot blessed relation-
ship with Himselt. There is nothing between
us and God but the exercise of His love, the
enjoyment of our happiness, and the worship
of our hearts. We are the proof before Him,
the testimony, the fruit of the accomplishment
of all that He holds most precious; of that
which has perfectly gloriied Him; of that in
which He delights, and of the glory of the
One Who has accomplished it, of Christ, and
of His work. We are the fruit of the re-
demption that Christ has accomplished, and
the objects of the satisfaction which God must
feel in the exercise of His love,
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Faith Answered; Patience Re-
warded; The Promise Fulfilled.

" Read 2 Chron. xxii. 10; xx1ii.

THALIAH was a daughter of the wicked
King Ahab, and daughter-in-law of -
the good king Jehoshaphat. This was

a connection entirely opposed to the mind of
God, and, in His righteous judgment, He
marked it with His sore displeasure.  One
disaster after another befell Jehoshaphat ard
his house, because he ' joined affinity with
Ahab.”

It is said that when Jehoshaphat commenced
his reign, he ‘' strengthened himself against
Israel, and placed forces in all the fenced
‘cities of Judah. . . . And the Lord was
with Jehoshaphat.” But afterwartls he greatly
erred in forming an alliance with . Ahab, to
recover Ramoth-Gilead, which all ended in
disaster and confusion. (2 Chron. xvii., xviii.)

Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat, who
reigned in his father’s stead, had Athaliah,
““the daughter of Ahab, to wife.”” She was
filled with the cruel and persecuting spirit of
her father's house, and lent herself to Satan
to do his work. She was an instrument of
cruelty in his hands. For, although her im-
mediate object, in killing all the seed royal,
was to take possession of the throne herself,
the object of Satan was very difierent. From
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the beginning his aim had been to cut off, by
means of death, the line of the promised Seed,
and thereby frustrate the purpose ot God,
destroy the faith of His people, and break
them off from trusting in His word.

God had promised to David that He would
establish his seed for ever, and build up his
throne to all generations. (2 Samuel vii.;
Psalm Ixxxix.) Hence, Satan’s great object
now was to prevent the accomplishment of
this promise by destroying all the seed
royal. ‘ But when Athaliah, the mother of
Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she
arose, and destroyed all the seed royal of the
house of Judah.”

Having thus, as she thought, got com-
pletely rid of the true heir, she took posses-
sion of the throne herselt, and *‘ reigned over
the land.”

This was indeed a sad sight in Judah, and
most trying to the faith of the faithful. God
had promised the throne, in solemn covenant,
to David and to his sons for ever, and now a
wicked usurper of the apostate house of Ahab
occupies it.

But faith endures as seeing Him Who is
invisible. The enemy may appear for a time
to triumph; but it is only in appearance, and
for a short duration. ‘‘The counsel of the
Lord standeth for ever, and the thoughts of
His heart to all generations.” (Psalm xxxiii.
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i1.) God is over all, and above all. His
word can never fail. Let us ‘‘ only believe,”’
and trust in Him. Faith, in due time, will
be answered, the promise fulfilled, and every
enemy utterly confounded.

Satan had now done his utmost; he could
do no more. Death is the full display of his
power; but God is the God of resurrection.
Where Satan ends, God begins. He quickens
the dead. At this very moment, when the
hopes of the house of Judah seemed lost, He
in His faithful love was watching over the
true heir of the throne of David.

Accordingly we read, ‘“But Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of the king, took Joash the son
of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the
king's sons that were slain, and put him and
his nurse in a bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of
Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of
Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, so that she
slew him not. And he was with them hid in
the house of God six years.”’ |

Thus Joash, the true heir, was preserved by
the intervention of God. He was rescued
‘““from .among the king’s sons that were
slain.”” He was like one that had been raised
up ‘‘ from among ’ the dead. It was a resur-
rection ‘‘ from among '’ the slain ones. The
power and instrumentality of Satan end when
" he has brought in death; but the power and
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instrumentality of God come into operation
just where those of Satan are exhausted. All
his malignant efforts, and the cruelty of his
instruments, only prove more fully the un-
changeableness of (od’s purpose, and the
eternal stability of His word.

There are several points of special inferest
in this instructive narrative which I desire to
notice in order.

1. In the wonderful deliverance of the in-
fant Joash from the hand of Athaliah we
have a striking illustration of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus by the mighty power of God.
Joash was stolen ‘‘from among the king’s
sons that were slain.”’ Jesus was raised up
‘““from among the dead.” The former was
hidden in the house of God; the latter is
hidden in His Father’s house on high.

2. In Athaliah on the throne of David we
have an equally clear illustration of the
present position and guilt of the world, with
reference to the crucifixion of Christ, Who is
the true Heir of every Divine promise. The
world, led on by Satan, killed Christ. God
holds it guilty of the deed. It *'is condemned
already.”” When the Jewish ‘ husbandmen
saw the son, they said among themselves,
This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and
let us seize on his inheritance.”’ (Matt. xxi.
38.) The religious Jew and the godless Gen-
tile joined hands to shed the blood of Jesus.
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They together crucified the ‘‘Heir of all
things,”” ‘‘the Lord of glory.” (Heb. i. 2;
1 Cor. ii. 8.) ‘“The kings of the earth stood
up, and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord, and against His Christ.
For of a truth against Thy holy child Jesus,
whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel, were gathered together.”’
(Acts iv. 26, 27.) |

Here we find, gathered around the cross of
Jesus, the representatives of every class;
namely, Jew and Gentile, king and subject,
priest and people. = The whole world was
representatively at the cross, and took part in
the crowning act of man’s sin. Jesus referred
to this when He said, ‘“ Now is the judgment
of this world; now shall the prince of this
world be cast out.”’ (John xii. 31.) The world
was judged in the death of Christ, and its
prince cast out. They go together. God
will keep every man to his colours. Those
that fight under the banner of the Prince of
life will at last enter into the joy of their
Lord; hut those that fight under the banner
of the prince of this world must be cast out
with him. \ |

The whole power of Satan was concen-
trated at the cross. He brought up all his
forces to this point. He staked everything :
the power of the world, and the power of
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darkness. (Luke xxii. 53.) He had ever
watched, with most malignant jealousy, God’s
chosen vessel of wondrous grace to man. He
missed Him when he slew the babes in Beth-
lehem. He was overcome in the temptation
in the wilderness, and bound by a stronger
than he. But he returned to Him again:
‘“ The prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in me.” (John xiv. 30.) He had no
power of death over God’s unblemished
Lamb. Jesus laid down His life of His ‘‘ own
voluntary will.”” ‘‘ Therefore doth My Father
love me, because I lay down my life, that I
might take it again. No man taketh it from
me, but I lay it down of myself.” (John x.
17, 18.) The death of Christ, then, was not
the result of the power of man or Satan over
Him, but of His own perfect subjection to
His Father’s will. At the same time it
clearly proved the extent of Satan’s power in
the world. As the obedient One He lays
down His life. |

. In appearance the enemy triumphs. But it
was not so. Through death Jesus destroyed
him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil. (Heb. 11. 14.) This was absolute vic-
tory. He bore the judgment of God against
sin in His death, and thereby completely an-
nihilated all the rights and power of the
enemy. Morally, judicially, totally and ab-
solutely, the true Seed Royal triumphed over
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the great enemy of God and man. True,
‘““ He was crucified through weakness.”” But
He entered the regions of the dead as ‘‘ the
Son of God with power.”” His presence was
felt throughout the deep caverns of the grave.
He burst its bars asunder, and carried off in
triumph the spoils of the enemy. ‘‘He
ascended up on high, leading captivity cap-
tive.”” A risen Christ is ““ LOrRD OF ALL.”
(Acts x. 36.)

But my reader may be disposed to ask, On
whom, at the present period of the world’s
history, does the guilt of the death of Christ
rest ?

We answer, Most assuredly on all who side
with the world. God has not yet publicly vin.
dicated the honour of His beloved Son, nor
judged the world for its awful guilt in mur-
dering Him. If the blood of Abel cried to
God for vengeance on Cain, surely the blood
of the hqly, spotless Jesus cries for vengeance
on those who not only shed it, but despise it.
- If we are not justified by faith in the shed
blood of Jesus, we are condemned by it.
There is no such thing as neutral ground be-
tween Christ and the world. There is not a
single line of middle ground for any soul to
stand upon. If we are not by faith on the
side of Christ we must be with the world, and
as it were approving of what the world did,
though we may not express it in words. In
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the sight of God we are on the world’s ground,
and under the world’'s guilt and condem-
‘nation.

In vain did the chief priests remonstrate
with Peter and John on this point.  They
said, ‘‘ Behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with
your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s
blood upon us.” (Acts v. 28.) It is quite
plain, from this and other passages, that these
divinely qualified preachers brought home to
the consciences of their hearers the ftruly
solemn charge of blood-guiltiness.

But the same precious blood of * Christ
speaks of the love of God, as well as of the
sin of man. All who have faith in the blood
of Christ are cleansed from all their sins, jus-
tified in the presence of God, and ‘‘accepted
in the Beloved.” (Eph. 1. 6.) ‘

3. If Athaliah illustrates the present posi-
tion of the world, Jehoshabeath illustrates the
present position of the Church. She was
hidden in the house of God with Joash, the
rejected and unknown king, whom the world
thought to be dead, but whom she knew to
be alive. Of the Church it is said, *“ Your
life is hid with Christ in God.”” (Col. iii. 1-4.)
The eye of Jehoshabeath rested in the fulness
of hope on the true and living heir. And
“we see Jesus, Who was made a little lower
than the angels, for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour.” (Heb. ii.
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g.) ‘“ When Christ, Who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ve also appear with Him in
glory.” (Col. iit. 4.)

And now let me ask, What sympathy could
there be between Jehoshabeath and Athaliah?
Surely none whatever! Could the former
take any part in the schemes, plans, or prin-
ciples of the latter? Could she assist her, in
any way, in the administration of her affairs,
or conform to the fashion of her court? Oh,
no! There was not a particle of fellowship
between them. Athaliah was a murderer and
a usurper; her garments were deeply stained
with the blood of the sons of David. Besides,
Jehoshabeath knew that the moment Joash
was revealed, the usurper would be hurled
from her throne, that his appearance would
be the death-blow to her reign; therefore she
was content to wait until then. The ‘‘six
years ’’ would soon run their rapid course; it
was but ‘“A LITTLE WHILE,”” and God would
place the true heir upon the throne of David.
(Heb. x. 37.)

The application of all this to the Church
is very easy. Whole-hearted separation from
the world is her true place; and holy, happy,
living association with Christ, her divine
Lord and Bridegroom. If the believer is
indeed enjoying communion with Christ, he
can have no fellowship with the world, either
in its spirit, principles, or ways. ‘‘For I am
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jealous over you,”’ says the apostle, ‘‘ with
godly jealousy, for I have espoused you to
one husband, that [ may present you as a
chaste virgin [an unearthly virginl to Christ.”
(2 Cor. xi. 2.) And again, ‘“‘Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
~world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world.” (1 John
i1, 15, 16.) May we have no sympathy with
either the mother or her children. The first
blast of the last trumpet will be the death-
knell to them all.

4. If, in Jehoshabeath, we see heart for
Joash, in Jehoiada, her husband, we see faith
in activity for him. The affections of the
former were gathered around the person of
the prince; the faith of the latter was ener-
getic, in making every necessary arrange-
ment for the glory and stability of his throne.
He was a man of faith, energy and devoted-
ness. In leading so many to make a coven-
ant with Joash, while yet unseen, he illus-
trates the present energy of the Holy Spirit,
in connection with the preaching of the Gos-
pel, in leading souls to trust an unseen JESUS,
and to rejoice in hope of His coming king-
dom and glory. |

‘““And in the seventh year Jehoiada
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strengthened himself, and took the captains
of hundreds. . . . And they went about
in Judah, and gathered all the Levites out of
all the cities of Judah, and the chief of the
fathers of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.
And all the congregation made a covenant
with the king in the house of God. And he
said unto them, Behold, the king’s son shall
reign, as the Lord hath said of the sons of
David.”

5. The position of the Levites illustrates
the future position of the Church in glory,
with reference to its place of nearness to the
Person of Christ. They were typically a dead
and risen people; and also typical of the
Church in its priestly character as ‘‘a royal
priesthood.” ** And the Levites shall com-
pass the king round about. .
but be ye with the king When he cometh in,
and when he goeth out.’ |

The bride of the Lamb, the beloved Eve of
the Last Adam, will have her own special place
of blessed nearness to the Person of Christ
in millennial and everlasting glory. She has
the temporary title of ‘‘ bride,”” but also the
permanent one of ‘“wife.”” The affections of
- the bride will be as lasting as the relationship
of wife.

Oh! wondrous grace! wondrous glory!
What a ‘“ BLESSED HOPE ’ the Christian’s is;
to be chosen by a greater than [ehoiada, ‘‘ to
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compass the King round about. . . . to
be with the King when He cometh in, and
when He goeth out!’ Is the heart of my

reader established in this most blessed truth?
Is he looking, not for an advent merely, but
for a Person? His true place and proper
hope is ‘‘to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for His Son from heaven.”” ‘* But
we know that when He shall appear we shall
be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is.”
(1 Thess. i. 10; 1 John iii. 2.) Wae shall see
His glory, witness His power, hear His
wisdoem, and enjoy His love. ‘“ We shall
be like Him *’; shining in His grace, and re-
flecting His glory.

6. Every needful step having been taken
by the active and faithful Jehoiada, all things
were ready. The seventh, or millennial, year
was come, and now Joash, the rightful heir
to the throne of David, is brought forth from
his secret hiding-place. He comes in the
glory of his father’s house. He is sur-
rounded with the ‘‘ spears, and bucklers, and
shields, that had been king David’s,”” the
bright memorials of the victories of David.
‘““Then they brought out the king’s son, and
put upon him the crown, and gave him the
testimony, and made him king; and Jehoiada
anointed him, and said, God save the king.

The king stood at his pillar at the
entering in, the princes, and the trumpets by
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the king; and all the people of the land re-
joiced and sounded with trumpets, also the
singers with instruments of music, and such
as taught to sing praise.”’ |

This was a day of great joy and gladness
of heart to Joash, to Jerusalem, and to all who
waited for his appearing. Faith was now
answered, patience rewarded, and the promise
fulfilled. ‘* Behold, the king’s son shall reign,
as the Lord hath said of the sons of David.”

‘But if it was a day of light and joy and
‘rejoicing to Joash, and to all who had sided
with him during his rejection, it was a day of
darkness, and gloom, and terrible despair to
Athaliah, and to all who had sided with her
during her reign. The day of vengeance
was come, and oh ! what a day to the despisers
of the True Heir, Christ! ““Now when
Athaliah heard the noise of the people run-
ning and praising the king, she came to the
people into the house of the Lord. And she
looked, and, behold, the king stood at his
pillar.”’

This was enough; the first glimpse of
Joash filled her whole soul with the terrors of
judgment. ‘‘ Then Athaliah rent her clothes,
and said, Treason! Treason!”’

But Jehoiada answered her vain cry with
Judgment! Judgment! ¢ Have her forth of
the ranges,”’ was the imperative word of com-
mand, ‘‘and whoso followeth her let him be
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slain with the sword.”” And ‘' they slew her
there.”” | |

Thus judgment, unmitigated judgment
closed the six years’ reign of the guilty Atha-
liah, and came upon all her deluded followers.
Solemn foreshadowing of the final doom of
this guilty world and all its deluded followers,
who are willingly ignorant that the True Heir
isalive in the house of God on high, and justly
claims our allegiance !

The scene being now completely cleared of
the usurper and her followers, the king is
peacefully, gloricusly and triumphantly
- placed on the throne of his father David. The
nobles, governors and people of the land ‘* set
the king upon the throne of the kingdom.
And all the people of the land rejoiced; and
the city was quiet, after that they had slain
Athaliah with the sword.”

What a solemn lesson we learn frorn these
concluding words! The people ‘ rejoiced,”
and the city was ‘‘ quiet.”” When? ‘‘° AFTER
‘that they had slain Athaliah with the sword.”
‘When, oh! when will this groaning creation
rejoice? When will the whole earth be quiet?
AFTER the judgment already passed has heen
executed. AFTER the vials of God’s wrath
have been pdured out. But not until then.

Could Joash have reigned in fellowship with
Athaliah ? Impossible! The scene must be
cleared of the enemies of the king before he
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sits upon his throne. Christ’s ‘‘ hand will
take hold on judgment’’ before He takes hold
of the sceptre of righteousness. ‘‘Shall the
throne - of iniquity have fellowship with
THEE? " (Ps. xciv. 20.) The whole scene
must be cleared of His enemies, and Satan
bound. Then *‘ the Prince of the kings of the
earth”’ will ascend His throne of righteous-
ness, and sway His sceptre of peace over a
restored and delivered creation. Then, UNTO
HiMm, ‘“ whose right it is’’ to reign, shall all
its tribes and tongues, roll their loud, and
long, and rapturous Hosanna, around a
peaceful, happy and rejoicing millennial
earth. (Isa. xxxii.)

Ministry of the Word.

HE great object of ministry of the Word
is to bring the resources of God to bear
upon the actual condition and circum-

stances of those by whom it is needed.

Of course I am looking at ministry in its
aspect towards men, converted or uncon-
verted. Principally, however, my thoughts
ranged over the children of God. The
varied circumstances and conditions of the
saints call for a continued application of the
Word to their hearts and consciences.

There are daily needs which call for daily
supplies, and this is true both as regards the
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body and the soul, a fact almost too evident
to need writing down. The blessed grace of
God, flowing ever from the risen Christ in
glory, makes it a labour of love for the
Christian to minister to others, the Holy
Ghost being the sole power of action for this,
whether the grace bestowed be towards the
body or the soul.

Christ is the spring of all the blessing.
It is He Who ministers really in His saints.
They, from love to Him, minister to one
another, as serving Him ; His love con-
straining all they do, or it is valueless. .

I see in Him the Head and pattern of all
ministry. He washes the feet daily. (John
xiii.) He ever lives to make intercession.
(Heb. vii.)

Not long ago a dear old saint said to me
(in allusion to Rom. viit. 26, 2%, 34), ‘‘* The
double intercession goes on night and day.”
And blessed it is .when the saint is carried
into the current of this. There are deep
needs among the people of God, needs of
many kinds. Only God can supply those
needs, and it is His glory to do so. ‘‘He
satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the
hungry soul with goodness.” (Psa. cvil. 9.)

There is in the heart of God a deep well-
spring of mercy which is never exhausted ;
and He that died upon the tree to give it free
flow, ever lives to administer it. I think we
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get a pattern of His way in John vi. He is
the Creator, but the multitude do not know it.
He gratifies His loving heart by doing them
good, working miracles of healing on the
diseased among them. They wonder and
they follow ; but they know Him not.
Who, indeed, does know Him in the fulness
of His glory, in the exceeding blessedness of
what He is ? Disciples surround Him on the
mountain, far above the busy scene of His
gracious labours below. How peaceful, how
blessed, is converse with Him there ! Apart
from earth, as it were ; not of the world, nor
in it even, for the moment. How blessed
are they who can thus retire, who can be
alone with [esus ! This is what the heart
longs for ; this is what the blood 6éf atone-
ment has secured for every saint. Oh! praise
His blessed, everlasting name! The deep
dungeon, the craft of man, the malice of hell
itself, cannot shut out from the soul of the
believer the precious consciousness of the:
power and of the love of Jesus. |

- ““He everywhere hath sway,

And all things serve His might ;
His every act pure blessing is,
- His path unsullied light.”’

But | come to what I was thinking of, His
way in blessing. He will feed the multitudes ;-
but how will He feed them ? Disciples do
not know. His ways are higher than their
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ways ; His thoughts than their thoughts.
They see the need, and they measure it ; but
they measure it by visible resources. ‘' 'Two
hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufh-
clent,”’ cne says. Another counts the barley
loaves and fishes, and says, ‘“ What are they
among so many ?”’

~Ah ! Jesus speaks : *‘‘ Make the men sit
down,”” He says.

This is the first thing ; they must rest.
Such is His way with sinners : *“1 will give
you rest,”’ He says. *‘‘Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will
give you rest.”” (Matt. xi. 28.) Oh ! that
men would listen, that the still small voice
that speaks from Calvary, that speaks of sins
forgiven, sins put away for ever, would reach
their hearts ! ‘“ Why will ye die ?’’ He
says. ‘‘God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them.” (2 Cor. v. 19.)
Wondrous  grace ! Wondrous  long-
suffering ! -

Jesus takes the loaves. He waits upon the
creatures of His hand. As the Sent One, the
Son of God, He lifts His eyes to His
heavenly Father. Blessed lLord ! He will
glorify God in all things. He owns Him as
Creator, Giver, All-bounteous Lord of all. As
another scripture says, ‘‘ The eyes of all wait
upon Thee, and Thou givest them their meat
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in due season. Thou openest Thine hand,
and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing.” (Psa. cxlv. 15, 16.) If none beside
will give to God the glory due unto His
name, the blessed Son of His love will. Jesus
will honour the Father, will declare the
Father. If disciples even fail, and show
themselves unequal to the occasion, Jesus will
not fail ; He never does.

But they are to learn His way, the way of
grace and love. In the 1o3rd Psalm it is
said, ‘* He made known His ways unto
Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel.”
(v. #.) And so it is here. Moses was nearer
than the people in his day ; disciples were
nearer than the multitude in the day of John
vi. ; but each and all have to learn, in their
several spheres, while the glory passes by,
those near to Him, His ways ; those lower
down, His acts.

Not that there is veil or distance in the case
of believers. All have a common standing in
the Lord. All are brought nigh to God by
that most precious blood. But only those
who wait on Jesus learn His ways. All
benefit by His bounty and His goodness, but
saved souls do more. They learn of Him.

- He shows His order here : you must first
rest, then feed. You cannot feed upon the
pastures of the word, unless you first rest
upon the finished work. You must rest as a
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sinner, before you can feed as a saint. 1 am
not giving an exposition of the scripture
here, but gathering a lesson of the ways of
Jesus.

And now | come to what I had in my
thoughts in referring to this scripture :
““ He distributed to the disciples, and the
disciples to them that were set down.”
Here is His order : the bread of life, Him-
self, all He is, all He has ; God’s gift for a
ruined world, the precious gift of His un-
utterable love, laid in the hands of disciples.

For what ? To be dispensed. ‘‘ A plenti-
ful treasure to give to the poor,” surely.
Mark the order. God gives His Son; the
Son gives Himself ; He breaks His body ;
sheds His blood for sinners. God is glori-
fied ; disciples have their hands filled with
the fruits of the heavenly mission ;- the poor
arc satisfied, and take their portion. An
order of blessing streaming down from the
highest to the lowest; the joy of giving
communicated to the disciples, though they
receive all first.

Is it so with us ? Are we receivers and
communicators, looking unto  Jesus daily,
seeking that He should be glorified not only
in the supply of all our need, but in the
blessing of all His saints, the spread of His
glorious gospel, the salvation of multitudes
on every hand ?
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The Divine Double Intercession.
Read Rom. viil. 26-34.

N these verses we are furnished with a
“truth of the most precious and consola-
tory nature, namely, the double interces-

sion which is being exercised in-our behalf

continually.
In verse 26 the apostle speaks of the mter-
cession of the Holy Spirit v us: *‘ Likewise

~ the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we
know not what we should pray for as we
ought; but the Spirit itself MAKETH INTERCES-
stoN for us with groanings 'whlch cannot be
uttered.”” (v. 26.)

The Holy Spirit, dwelling. in us, graciously
helps owur infirmities, and carsries on His in-
tercessory work with unutterable groanings,
AKle creates desires in the soul which are too
deep for utterance, and cannot be clothed in
human language. |
 But there is more than this. We have not
only the Holy Ghost dwelling and acting 1~
us here below, but we have also the Lord
Jesus Christ living and acting FOR US up in
heaven : ‘*“ Who is he that condemneth? It
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, Who is even at the right hand of God,
Who also MARETH INTERCESSION for us.”” (v.
34.) |

What full provision of divine grace ! Whaf
abounding consolation for our souls! What
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precious encouragement to our hearts! What
a mercy to know that even in our coldest,
darkest, and most barren seasons, when we
seem hardly able to utter a single syllable,
when our hearts seem as cold and as hard"
as the very boards we are kneeling upon,
how truly blessed at such times to remember
the solid and soul-sustaining truth that the
Holy Ghost is making intercession for us,
and that Chirist takes His unutterable groan-
ings, and presents them to the Father in all
the preciousness and acceptableness of the
One Who produces them and of the One
Who presents them !

The divine double intercession is constantly
going on. Morning, noon, eventide and
night, the Holy Ghost is acting 1IN Us, and
Christ is acting For Us. ‘1 will pray the
Father,”” Jesus said, *“ and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with
you for ever.” (John xtv. 16.) ‘‘ Wherefore
He [Jesus] is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”’
(Heb. vii. 25.)

This double action can never be interrupted
for a single moment. The very weakest be-
liever is maintained before God in the divine
power of this double intercession, the interces.
sion of the Spirit IN him, the intercession of
Christ FOR him, What comfort for the heart
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there is in this! What ample provision *‘ for -
the exigence of every hour’ !

It frequently happens that the Christian
finds himself afflicted, in his seasons of re-
tirement, with excessive barrenness and wan-.
dering. He tries to pray, but cannot. He
finds it impossible to throw his desires into
an intelligible form. He groans, and that
groan is the fruit of the Spirit’s mighty oper-
ation ; it ascends as such to the throne of God,
and 1s presented there by that blessed Advo-
cate Who ever liveth to make intercession for
us. Nothing goes up except that which is of
the Spirit. The unutterable groanings are
produced in us By God the Spirit; they pass
up THROUGH the priestly hands of God the
Son, and are thus presented T0 God the
Father. o

The Lord Jesus knows how to ‘‘separate
‘the precious from the vile,”’ in all our actings
and exercises. He casts the vile away, and
presents the precious to God in our behalf.

We have an illustration of this at the close
of the first chapter of the Book of Leviticus.
There we see the offerer bringing an offering
of fowls to the priest. ‘‘“ And the priest shall
bring it unto the altar, and wring off his.
head, and burn it on the altar, and the blood
thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the
altar; and he shall pluck away his crop with
his feathers, and cast it beside the altar on
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the east part, by the place of the ashes; and
he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but
shall not divide it asunder; and the priest
shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood
that is upon the fire; it 1s a burnt sacrifice, an
offéring made by fire, of a sweet savour unto
the Lord.” (vv. 15-1%.)

‘The priest’s eye discerned at once what
parts of the offering were fit for God’s altar,
and what for ‘‘ the place of the ashes.”” This
was his business. The offerer brought the
sacrifice to the priest, and the priest prepared
it for the altar. He separated ‘‘ the precious
from the vile.”” The priestly eye and the
priestly knife were needful before the sacrifice
was in a fit condition to be presented upon
the altar of the God of Israel. | |

All this i1s full of meaning, full of instruc-
tion, full of comfort for the Christian. In our '
very best services, our costliest sacrifices,
there is abundance answering to ‘‘ the crop
- and feathers’ of the Levitical ceremonial;
but, blessed be God! we have ‘“ a Great High
Priest”” in Whose hand we can place all our
offerings, in the fullest assurance that He
knows what to do with those offerings, and
that when they have passed under His priestly
eye, and under the action of His priestly hand,
they shall ascend to the throne of God in all
the fragrance of His most excellent name.

This is eminently calculated to impart con-
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fidence to our hearts, while we seek, notwith-
standing our felt weakness, to respond to the
exhortation of the apostle, ‘*‘ By Him therefore
let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to His name. But to do good, and to
communicate, forget not; for with such sac-
rifices God is well pleased.”” (Heb. xiii. 15,
16.) |

We need not be afraid to bring the very
smallest offering. We may not be able to
present ‘“a bullock” or ‘““a lamb’ ; our
measure may be only that of ‘“a turtle dove,”’
or ‘““a young pigeon.” It matters not. If
only the Holy Ghost originates the sacrifice,
then Christ will assuredly present it, and God
will be ““ well pleased.”

HI holiest we enter
In perfect peace with God;
Through whom we found our centre,
Tn Jesus and His hlood :
Though great may bhe our dulness
In thought, and word, and deed,
. We glory in the fuiness
Of Him that meets our need.

Much incense is ascending ‘
Before th’ eternal throne;
(GGod graciously is bending
To hear each feeble ‘groan;
To all our pravers and praises
Christ adds His sweet perfume,
And Love the censer raises,
These odours to consume.

g
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THE enmity of the Pharisees to our Lord

Jesus Christ was very unwearied. It
, continued till it ‘‘ prevailed ’’; f{for it
was through their ‘““envy ”’ that He was at
last delivered into the hands of Pilate.

Among other ways in which this enmity
worked, they sought at times to ensnare Him
by subtle questions, and to lead Him to com-
mit Himself, either to the prejudices of the
people, or the jealousy of the Romans. The
opening of John viii. is a well-known in-
stance of this kind. |

These religionists could not but have ob-
served His constant ways of grace, and they
think, to be sure, that they may easily force
Him, either toc deny Himself this way, or be
publicly convicted as a breaker of their laws.

- Accordingly, they bring to Him a woman

taken in adultery, and demand of Him to say
what should be done to her, testifying to her -
clear guilt, and citing the authority of Moses
in such cases.

He refuses to act; refuses to entertain the
case; stoops down and writes on the ground,
as though He heard them not. He is not
presiding in any court for the trial of such
matters. |

But they persist, and then the Lord, in
effect, replies that, if they will have Mount
Sinai, they shall; if, like Israel of old, they

&
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will " challenge the law, and undertake .the
‘terms of the fiery mount, they must take it.
in all its strength. And accordingly He lets
out something of the genuine heat of that
place, and they soon find that it reaches them,
as well as the poor convicted one, and the
place becomes too hot for them.

They had not reckoned on this. They had
not thought that the thunders of Sinai would
make them quake, and its horrible darkness
enwrap them, as immediately and completely
as the open and shamed sinner whom their
own hands had dragged into the presence of
the law.

But as they had chosen the fiery mount
they must now take it for better or worse,
and just as they find it.

The Lord Jesus, however, in g1v1ng the
law this character, in causing it to reach the
judges as well as their prisoner, saying, ‘‘ He
that is without sin among you, let him first
.cast a stone at her,”’ proved that He was the
Lord of that fiery mount. He let, as I said,
some of its genuine heat out. He marshalled
its thunder, and directed its lightning, and
spread out its horrible darkness, as the Lord
of it all. He made the hosts of Sinai take
their march, and address themselves to their
proper work: and this, exactly as of old in
the same place, is found to be intolerable.

““Let not God speak to us,” said Israel
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then (Exod. xx.); as now these Pharisees
‘“ being convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one.”” They can no more
stand the heat of that place which they them-
selves had challenged, than Israel of old could
stand under Mount Sinai when that mount
let them know what it really was.

All this has a very great character in it.
The Lord Jesus is greatly gloritfied. They de-
sire to expose Him as Moses’ enemy, but He
displays Himself as Moses’ lLord,: or the
Conductor of that lightning which had made
the heart of that stoutest Israelite himself ex-
ceedingly fear and quake.

T read all this as something very excellent
indeed.

But further. If this is His glory, it is
equally our blessing. If the Lord Jesus is
thus honoured as the conductor of the fiery
power of the law, we find also that He does
this for us. And He lets the poor sinner
know it is so. The Pharisees accuse her, but
He is deaf to all they are saying, and when
they still urge Him, He gives her to see Him
direct the hot thunderbolts on the heads of
her accusers, to cause them to leave her alone
with Him Who had thus proved Himself the
I.ord of Sinai, and 1TER DELIVERER ! ‘

Could she desire more? Could she desire
to leave the place where she now found her-
self 7 Impossible. She was as able as the
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very [Lord of the hill Himself to stand there.
Sinai had no more terror for her than for
Him.

Need she leave the place? She was free
to do so, if she pleased. Those who had
forced her there were now gone. The pas-
sage was open. She had nothing to do but
to go out after the rest, if she desired it. If
she would hide her shame, and make the
hest of Ter cause herself, she may. Now is
the time; tet her go- out. The Lord knows
her sin in all its magnitude. She need not
think of remaining where she is, and be ac-
counted gutltless. If this is her hope, let her
rather follow her convicted accusers, and hide
her shame outside. |

But no; she had learnt from the words and
acts of Jesus, the tale of delivering grace and
power, and she need not go out. Nature
would have retired. Flesh and blood, or the
mere moral principles of man, would have
sent her after the rest. But the faith which
had read the story of redemption acts above
nature, and bheside the judgment of the moral
man.

And so it 1s now. She remains where she
1s. This Mount Sinai (as her accusers have
made that place, as we have seen) is not too
fot for her. The ““still small voice” of
mercy, which once answered Moses there, had
now answered her. The pledges of salvation
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are exposed to her, as of old to him, and the
spot is green and fresh and sunny to her
spirit. It has become ‘“the gate of heaven ”
to her. The darkness of death has been
turned into ‘' the light of life.””  She need
not go; she cannot go. She will not leave the
presence of Jesus, Who had so gloriously
proved Himself the Lord of Sinai, and her
Deliverer. ’ -

It is this earth that we inhabit that God
has taken to make the scene for the manifesta-
tion of His character and His works of grace.,
This earth is the place where sin has entered,
and fixed its residence. It is here that Satan
has displayed his energy for evil. It is here
that the Son of God has been in humiliation,
has died, and has risen. It is upon this earth
that sin and grace have done their wonders.
It is upon this earth that sin has abounded,
if, notwithstanding, grace has much more
abounded. Tf now Christ is hid in the
heavens, it is upon this earth He will be re-
vealed; it is here that the angels have best
penetrated the depths of the love of God; it
1s here also that they will comprehend its re-
sults, manifested in glory. Upon this earth,
where the Son of Man has been in humilia-
fron, the Son of Man shall be glorified.
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The Cross and the Throne.

N the great day of atonement in Israel,
Aaron the high priest laid his hands
on the head of the scapegoat, and there

confessed the sins of the whole congregation.
In. this part of the service, he acted more as
the representative of the people than as their
priest. Doubtless he was’ their priest, and
acted as such all through the work of that
most interesting day.  But in this special
act he stood before the L.ord as the representa-
hive of the congregation.

““ And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon
the head of the live goat, and confess over
him all the iniquittes of the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions in all their sins,
putting them upon the head of the goat, and
shall send him away by the hand of a fit
person into the wilderness.  And the goat
shall hear upon him all their iniquities unto
a land not inhabited.”” (l.ev. xvi. 21, 22.)

In this deeply significant action Aaron
stands before us as a most expressive type of
Christ ON THE CROSS, as the representative of
“His people; of all who, in every land, and in
every age, believe in His name. |

But mark the striking contrast, notwith-
standing the resemblance.

~ Aaron, as the representative of the congre-
gation, confesses over the head of the live
goat, the sins of all Israel. Typically, their
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sins are transferred to the head of the goat.
The blessed Lord Jesus, as the Epistle to the
Hebrews tells us, ‘‘offered Himself without
spot to God.”’ It was an entirely voluntary’
act.  ““And the Lord laid upon Him
the iniquities of us all.”” These iniquities He
confessed as His own. ‘' Mine iniquities,”
He says, ‘‘ have taken hold upon me.”” He
was both the REPRESENTATIVE and the VICTIM.
He takes our sins upon Himself, and in per-
fect love to us becomes our sin-Bearer; Him-
self, the holy, spotless, sinless L.amb; He is
- made sin for us.

This 1s grace, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It is boundless, an ocean without a
shore.  Listen to His own mournful and
pathetic language 1in those circumstances.
““ Innumerable evils have compassed me
~about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon
me, so.that I am not able to look up. They
are more than the hairs of mine head : there-
fore my heart faileth me.” (Compare Isaiah
fii.; Psalm xI1.) |

"Thus he became on the cross our Sin-
Bearer, and made Himself responsible to
God for all our iniquity. The precious
blood of that cross was a perfect answer to all
the demands of heaven, and a perfect atone-
ment for the whole condition and character of
the sinner. By the shedding of His own
hblood He put away for ever ALL our sins.
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THE CROSS AND THE THRONE.

“ Jesus put all my sins away,

When bruised to make me whole;
Who shall accuse, or who condemn,
My blameless, ransomed soul?”’

In the Epistle to the Hebrews we learn
that the Captain of our salvation was made
~ perfect through sufferings. He reached the
throne through sufferings. He is perfect
there, on the throne, in glory. Of course [
now speak of Him as the sinner’s Substitule,
for He ever was, in Himself, intrinsically per-
fect. We are contrasting the throne with the
cross, as set forth in the first chapter, which
speaks of Him as God, and in the second,
which treats of Him as man.

Seetng, then, that Christ is on the throne
where are my sins? They are not on Him
now. Oh! no! no! They were all put away
on the cross, and buried in the grave of ever-
lasting forgetfulness. Not one of them will
ever be found. They have even gone from the
very recollection of God, Who says: ** Their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”’
(Heb. x. 17.) And faith’s judgment always
agrees with God’s. '-

But suppose for a moment that they are
not all put away. What then? Where would
they be? Thev could only be on the head of
Jesus still.  Because He was my sin-Bearer.
This, you will see at a glance, is utterly im-
possible, and altogether out of the question.
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The believer is not his own sin-bearer. ** Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God’s
elect?”” (Rom. vii. 33.) It is not, observe,
who shall prove them guilty? But who shall
lay anything to their charge? The cross, not
the believer, answers every ‘charge. One
glance at Jesus on the throne in glory is rest
to the heart for ever. Faith’s .triumphant
answer to every accuser 1s: ‘‘But we see
Jesus, Who was made a little lower than the
angels, for the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honour.” (Heb. ii. 9.)

Now, you will here see two things of im-
mense value. |

1. That the believer is not his own sin-
bearer. Christ is the sin-Bearer: *“ Who His
own self bare our sins in His own body on the
tree.”” (1 Peter ii. 24.) - |

2. That by blood shedding they were .all
put away. And *‘ without shedding of blood
1s no remission.” (Heb. ix. 22.) Ob-
serve, it is not said without sprinkling of
blood 1s no remission, but without shedding
of blood. This is all important. The vic-
tim’s' blood can only be shed once. Oh! how
conclusive this passage is as to WHEN our sins
were put away. ‘‘For by one offering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sancti-
-fied.”” With the Jew, it was a sin and a sacri-
fice, a sin and a sacrifice, continually ; simply
because he never had a perfect sacrifice. But
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we are perfected for ever, ‘‘ through the offer-
ing of the body of Jesus Christ oNCE.” (Heb.
X. 10, 14.) -

~ You may sometimes hear Christians speak-
ing about ‘‘ coming afresh to the blood of
sprinkling,” and that ‘‘ we daily need a fresh
application of the blood to put away our daily
sins.”

Now, although they mean a right thing,
they express it in a wrong way. The blood
of Jesus can never lose its efficacy. If a
second application were necessary, that would
prove that the first had lost its value. True,
- Scripture speaks of various uses and applica-
tions of the blood, such as cleansing the leper,
consecrating the priests, ‘““and almost all
things are by the law purged with blood ’’;
and when the apostle speaks of REMISSION, he
uses the word SHEDDING: ‘“And without
shedding of blood is no remission.”’

There must be sufferings and death to put
away sin; but the soul that has been ONCE -
washed in that precious blood is ‘‘ clean every
whit,”’ clean for ever. Its efficacy is eternal.
But the soul needs to have this precious truth
constantly applied by the Holy Spirit, and
that is called ‘‘ the washing of water by the
word.”” (Eph. v. 26.) There is a needful daily
application of water. The brazen laver in
Exodus xxx. and the basin and towel in John
xiii. clearly teach us this. As Jesus says to
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Peter, ‘“ He that 1s washed needeth not save
to wash his feet, but is clean every whit.”

Thus are we cleansed from the defilements
of the way, and have our hearts assured that
all our sins were for ever put away by the suf-
ferings and death of Christ on the CROSS.
Theve he bore our sins. There the Vicum’s
blood was shed. There a full, a perfect, and
eternal atonement was made. And the moment
I see Him on the THRONE, my conscience is
at perfect rest as to sin, and my heart finds
perfect joy in Himself. For I know He has
brought me into the same position as Himself.
** For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might brmg
us to God.”” (1 Peter iii. 18) |

With these eternally precious truths simple
faith will have no difficulty.

RAISE ye the Lord,” again, again,
The Spirit strikes the chord;
Nor toucheth He our hearts in vain;
We praise, we praise the Lord.

“ Stand fast in Christ>’; ah! yet again
He teacheth all the hand;

1f human efforts are in vain,
“In Christ it is we stand.

‘* Clean every whit’’; Thou saidst it, Lord;
Shall one %u'%plcmn turk ?

Thine, surely, is a falthful word,
And Thine a finished work.
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A Glance Through the Epistle to
the Hebrews with
Reference to Faith and Hope.

HE Lord is our Object, as surcly as He
is our Refuge. He awakens HOPE
when He establishes the soul by FAITH.

It could not be otherwise.

If Adam had the presence of God, he had
also the garden of Eden; and so the saved
sinner has a portion, or inheritance. Indeed,
in the larger sense of it, salvation embraces
both faith and hope. It bespeaks a purged
conscience, and also the hope of a kingdom.
These are necessarily linked together, and by
their union and combination in the course of
Scripture, we get some interesting witnesses.

Melchizedek was such a witness in patri-
archal days. He was a priest dispensing
righteousness and peace, providing like a
priest for the need of the conscience. But he
had also bread and wine—the refreshment of
the kingdom for the heirs of promise, after
their toil and conflict were over.

Aaron under the law, in the day of his con-
secration, was another like witness, as we see
in Leviticus viii. 9. For he and Moses came
down as from above to bless the people, as
before, and all alone, he had blessed them on
the ground of the sacrifice. The glory ap-
pears, as well as the fire on that great occa-
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sion, the pledge of the kingdom as well as
the acceptance of the sacrifice. (Lev. ix. 22-
24.) .

And in the same Mosaic age, I may say,
the constant link of Joshua with Moses is an
expression of the same combination.

W ith this thought, let e ask you to read
the Epistle to the Hebrews, where you will
find this combination strikingly maintained
- throughout; all the presentations of Christ or
of our calling which you get there, and all
the exhortations which you listen to there, em-
brace the two, our OBJECT as well as our
REFUGE; all find HOPE as well as FAITH.

At the very outset Christ is thus presented.
He is declared ‘‘ Heir of all things,” as well
as the One Who has ‘‘ purged our sins’’;
and all the Old Testament Scriptures quoted
in chapter. ii. will be found to have respect
to the coming kingdom.

So 1n chapter ii. it is the Lord of Psalm
viii. Who is presented to us; and the Lord of
that Psalm is as much the One Who is to be
the Head of the world to come, as He is the
One Who has already been humbled for our
sins.

Again, in chapters v.-vii. He is presented
to us as Priest, but as such He is like Mel-
chizedek, and, as we know, the priesthood of
Melchizedek reaches out to the day of glory,
when the toil and warfare are over. And not
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only so: He is declared to have gone within
‘the veil as a Forerunner, as well as a High
Priest; and such a title intimates that the
glory, as well as a sanctuary, is within the
veil. So when He is presented as a victim,
the sufficiency of His sacrifice is declared;
but together with that, His appearing the
second time, bringing salvation or the King-
dom with Him. The accomplishment of the
purpose of His first appearing is the sure
pledge of His second. (ix. 28.) |
And then again, presented in the heavens
as having sat down in the perfection of His
- work for sinners, He is declared to be sitting
there in expectation of His coming day of
power. (x. 13.) Our calling is displayed to us
~as Christ is thus presented; we see this in
chapter xii. 22-24. But that gives us a view
of glory as well as of blood; we see the top
of the mystic hill, as well as the foot of it.
The blood of sprinkling at the bottom sus-
tains the whole, but there is no stopping
short of the city and the church of the First-
horn, and the angels, etc., or the whole sys-
tem of coming glory. |
~So in chapter xiii. 0-15, the city is shown
to us as what we are called to as well as the
~altar. And as I said, if we are exhorted as
well as taught in this epistle, we still get en-
couragement for HOPE as well as for FAITH.
Thus in chapter iii. we are told to hold fast
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the beginning of our confidence and rejoic-
ing of HOPE firm unto the end. So in chapter

x. we are exhorted to have ‘‘ full assurance of
FAITH,”” but also to ¢ hold fast the professmn
of our. HOPE without wavering.’

- And thus the voice that is heard in the
epistle is a witness to hope as well as to
faith : it tells of glory as well as of blood.
It is the voice of the Son from heaven, of
Him Who is Heir of all things and expectant
of a kingdom, as He is the Purger of our sins.
‘And when the apostle defines faith, he links
with it hope, in every way sustaining the com-
bination. (xi. 1.)

OR ever with the Lord!
Amen! so let it be:
Life from the dead is in that word,
“Tis immortality.

Jerusalem on high,
Home of my soul, how near

At times, to faith’s fr'mqplercmg eye,
Thy goldon gates appear,

'Tis ‘then my spirit faints
To reach the home I love;

The bright inheritance of samts, ’
Jerusalem above.

And though there intervene
Rough roads and stormy skies,
Faith will not suffer aught to screen
Thy glory from mine eyes.

There shall all clouds depart,
The wilderness shall cease;

And sweetly shall each gladdened heart;
Enjoy eternal peace. _
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and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

N g
A Ring’s Sleepless Night.
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‘ N that night could not the king sleep.”
How was this? What was it that drove
sleep from the monarch’s eves, and

slumber from his eyelids? Why could not the

mighty Ahasuerus enjoy a mercy which, doubt-
less, was the portion of the very meanest of the
subjects? |

Some may say, ‘‘ The heavy cares of royalty
robbed him of that which ‘ a labouring man’ en-

joys.”” (Eccles. v. 12.)

'This might have been so on other nights; but,

on that night ”’

Entered as Second-class Matter 7th March, 1910, at the Post Office at St. Lousis, Mo.

(3

" we must account for his restless-
ness in quite another way. The finger of the
Almighty was in that sleepless night. ‘‘ The
Lord God of the Hebrews’ had a mighty work
to accomplish on behalf of His beloved people,
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and, in order to bring that about, He drove -
‘“ balmy sleep ’ from the luxurious couch of the
autocrat of one hundred and twenty-seven
provinces.

This brings out in a very marked way the
character of the Book of Esther. The reader will
observe that, throughout this interesting section,
of inspitation, the name of God i1s never heard,
and yet His finger is visibly stamped upon every-
thing. The most trivial circumstance manifests.
that He 1s ‘‘ wonderful in counsel and excellent
in working.”” (Isa. xxviii. 29.) |

Nature’s vision cannot trace the movement of
the wheels of Jehovah’s chariot; but faith not
only traces it, but knows the direction in which
it tends. The enemy plots, but God is above him.
Satan’s every movement is seen to be but a link
in the marvellous chain of events by which the
God of Israel was bringing about His purpose
of grace respecting His people.

Thus it has been; thus it is; and thus it shall
ever be. Satan’s malice, man’s pride, the most
hostile influences, all are but so many instruments
in the hand of God for the accomplishment of His
‘gracious purposes. This gives the sweetest rest
to the heart, amid the ceaseless tossings and
fluctuations of human affairs. ‘‘ The end of the-
Lord”’ shall assuredly be seen. His counsel
shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure.
(James v. 11., Isa. xlvi. 10.) Blessed be His
name for this soul-sustaining assurance! It
quiets the heart at all times. Jehovah is behind
the scenes. Every wheel, every screw, every
pivot in the vast machine of human affairs is
under His control. Though His name be not
known or acknowledged by the children of earth,
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His finger is seen, His word is trusted, and His

end expected by the children of faith. |
How clearly is all this seen in the Book of

Esther ! Vashti’s beauty; the king’s pride
therein; his unseemly command; her indignant
refusal ; the advice of the king’s counsellors; all,
in short, is but the unfolding of Jehovah’s ripen-
Ing purposes. | | |

Of ““all the fair young virgins gathered .at

Shushan the palace ’’ not one must be allowed to
win the king’s heart except Esther, the daughter
of an obscure Jewish house, a desolate orphan.

Again, of all the officers, ministers, and
attendants, about the palace, not one must be
allowed to discover the conspiracy against the
king’s life but ‘“ a certain jew whose name was

Mordecai.” |

And, on that sleepless night, nothing must be
brought to while away the monarch’s weary
hours besides ‘‘ the book of the records of the
chronicles.”” Strange recreation for a volup-
tuous king ! -

- But God was at the back of all this. There was
‘a certain record in that book, about ‘‘a certain
Jew,” which must be brought immediately under
the eye of the restless monarch. Mordecai must
come into notice. He must be rewarded for his
fidelity ; and so rewarded as to cover with over-
whelming confusion the fuce of the proud Amale-
kite. |

At the very moment that this record was pass-
ing under review, none other than the haughty and
wicked Haman must be seen in the court of the
king’s house. He had come in order to compass
the death of Mordecai. But, lo! he is forced, by
the providence of God, to plan for Mordecai’s
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triumph and dignity. He had come to get him
hanged on a gallows. But, lo! he is made to
clothe him with the king’s robe, to set him on
the king’s horse, and, like a footman, to conduct
him through the streets of the city; and, like a
-mere herald, to announce his triumph.

*“ Oh! scenes surpassing fable, and yet true.” |

Who could have imagined that the noblest lord
in all the dominions of Ahasuerus, a descendant
of the house of Agag, should be compelled thus
to wait upon a poor Jew, and that; too, such a.
lord, such a Jew, and at such a moment? Surely,
the finger of the Almighty was in all this. Who
but an atheist or an infidel could question a truth
so obvious ? |

Thus much as to the providence of God. Let
us now look for a moment at the pride of Haman.
Despite of all his dignity, wealth, and splendour,
his wretched heart was wounded by one lititle
~matter, not worth a thought, in the judgment of
a really great mind or a well-regulated heart. He .
was rendered miserable by the simple fact that.
Mordecai would not bow to him! Albeit he
occupied the nearest place to the throne, entrusted
with the king’s ring, possessed of princely wealth,
and placed in a princely station, ‘‘ Yet,”” he says,
““ all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.”
(Chapter v. 13.) ‘

Miserable man! The highest position, the
greatest wealth, the most extensive influence, the
most flattering tokens of royal favour, all availed
nothing, just because a poor Jew refused to bow
to him ! Such is the human heart; such is man;
such is the world. *‘ Pride goeth before destruc-
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”” (Prov.
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xvi. 18.) Haman proved this. At the very
moment when he seemed to be about to plant his
foot on the loftiest summit of his ambition, a just
and retributive Providence had so brought.it about
that he was, in a most marvellous manner, com-
pelled to prepare a triumph for Mordecai, a gallows
for himself. The man whose very presence
“embittered a life of magnificence and splendour,
he is obliged to wait upor. ; and the very gallows
which he had ordered to be prepared for his
intended victim, was made use of for his own
execution.

And let us ask here, Why did Mordecai refuse
to bow to Haman? Did it not seem like a blind
obstinacy to refuse the customary honour to the
king’s noblest lord, his highest officer?

“Assuredly not. Haman, it is true, was the
highest officer of Ahasuerus; but he was the
greatest ‘‘ enemy of Jehovah,’’ being the greatest
“enemy of the Jews.”” He was an Amalekite;
and Jehovah had sworn that He would ‘‘ have
war with Amalek from generation to generation.’”.
(Exodus xvii. 16.) How, then, could a true son
of Abraham bow to one with whom Jehovah was
at war? Impossible. Mordecal could save the
life of an Ahasuerus, but he never could bow to an
Amalekite. As a faithful Jew, he walked too
- closely with the God of his fathers to admit of his
paying court to one of the seed of Amalek.

Hence Mordecat’s stern refusal to bow to Haman
was not the fruit of a blind obstinacy and sense-
less pride, but of lovely faith in the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and high communion with
Him. Mordecai could never relinquish the
dignity which belonged to the Israel of God. He
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would abide by faith under Jehovah’s banner;.
and while so abiding he could never do obeisance
to an Amalekite. What though God’s people
were ‘‘ scattered and peeled’’; though their
“ beautiful house” was in ruins; though Jerusa-
lem’s ancient glory was departed : was faith there-
fore to abandon the high position assigned by :
God’s counsels to Ilis people? .

By no means. Fatth would recognize the ruin,
and walk softly; while, at the same time, it laid
hold of God’s promise, and in holy dignity occu-
pied the platform which that promise had opened
up for all who believed it. Mordecai was made
to feel aeeply the ruin. He clothed himself in
sackcloth, but he would never bow to an Amale-
kite. And what was the result? His sackcloth
was exchanged for royal apparel. His place at
the king’s gate was exchanged for a place next
the throne. He realized, in his own happy
experience, the truth of that ancient promise, that
Israel should be ¢‘ the head and not the tail.”
{Deut. xxviii. 13.) Thus it was with this faithful
Jew of old. He took his stand on that elevated
ground where faith ever places the soul. He
shaped his way, not according to nature’s view
of things around, but according to faith’s view of
the wora of God. Nature might say, ‘“ Why not
lower your standard of action to the level of your
circumstances? Why not suit yourself to your
outward condition? Had you not better acknow-
ledge the Amalekite, seeing that the Amalekite
is in the place of power?”” Nature might speak
thus, but faith’s answer was simple : ‘‘ Jéhovah
hath sworn that He will have war with Amalek
from generation to generation.”” Thus it is ever,
Faith lays hold of tuE LiviNG GOp anp His
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ETERNAL WORD, and abides in peace, and walks
in holy elevation. |

Christian reader, may the hallowed instruction
of the Book of Esther be brought home to our
souls in the power of the Holy Ghost. In it we
see the providence of God; the pride of man; the
power of faith. Moreover, we are furnished with
a striking picture of the actings of Jehovah on
behalf of His people Israel; the sudden overthrow
of their last proud oppressor; and their final
restoration, their everlasting blessedness and rest
and glory. -

Atonement and Pardon.

ILL you allow me to ask you a question?
Do you believe that, when the sinner’s
heart is truly turned to Christ, all his

sins, past, present, and to come, are pardoned ?
Well, that is a very important question; I should
not like to say that they are, or that they are not.
So much depends on the way you look at the
subject. It would require some explanation. My
difficulty is with the expression ‘‘ and to come,’’
when you speak of ‘¢ pardon.” .
Oh! I thought that was what you believed! I
know some who not only hold it, but are always
speaking about it. It seems to me a dangerous

doctrine; but a very comforting one, if true.

Perhaps you do not exactly understand what
they mean. I firmly believe that my sins were all
atoned for on the cross; then, of course, they were
all ““ to come *’; but when you speak of ‘‘ pardon,”
you speak of something which takes place now,
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in connexion with myself, and with my state before

God. | |

~ Then you do not hold that our sins are all
pardoned, past, present, and to come, when we
first believe in Jesus. '

I certainly should not use tnis language,* and
that for the following reasons. My first difficulty
1s with the word *‘ pardoned.” As 1 said before,
I am perfectly sure that the sins of cvery believer
were atoned. for, and put away for ever, on the
cross, by the precious blood of fesus. But to
speak of pardoning an offence before it is com-
mitted, appears to me to be incorrect. Forgive--
ness of sins, according to Scripture, is connected
with the confession of it. ‘' If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’’
(1 John 1. 9.) I quite understand what is meant,
and one would not seek to make a man an offender
for a word. Still we should consider what we say.
Then, secondly, we read nothing in Scripture, so
far as I can recollect, of ‘“sins to come,’’ as
regards a believer. Their possibility is supposed,
and God’s gracious provision for them declared.

* Plainly, 1 believe this form of expression (o be un-
scriptural.  Scripture never speaks of our sin, or sins, in
this way. There is a past, present, and future, spoken of in
Scripture, which is very blessed. ‘‘ Therefore bheing justi-
fied by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (Rom. v. 1.) This passage refers to cur
past, which, blessed be His naine, is hlotted out. ** By
“Whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein
we stand.”” (v. 2.} Here the Holy Ghost refers to our
present, our present standing in the Divine [avour. ** And
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (v. 2.) We wait for
glory, this is still future. Our title is clear, there is no
uncertainty ; but it is still glory to come. The feast of
the passover, the feast of weeks, the feast of tabernacles,
teach in type the same blessed truths. (Deut. xvi.)
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‘“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father.”  But this is imimediately preceded by
the statement, ‘‘ These things write I unto you,
that ye sin not.”” (1 John 1. 1.) Believers are
exhorted to reckon themselves ‘‘ dead indeed unto
sin 7’ ; and we are told, ‘“ Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin.”” (1 John ii1, 9.)

But, surely, you do not mean to say that
believers have no sin? |

Far from it. Every intelligent believer will say,
““In me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing.”” (Rom. vii. 18.) But the sin of my flesh
was condemned, and the many sins of my life were
all atoned for, on the cross. They were all judged
there by God Himself, the Judge of all; so that no
question as to my sins can ever again be raised.
God made the demand, Christ answered 1t, and
the whole system of sin, in which I stood, was
cancelled for ever. ‘‘ There is therefore now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”’
(Rom. viii.}) *‘ For by one offering He hath per-
fected for ever them that are sanctified.”’ (Heb. x.}
The believer is perfect v Christ now, he will be
perfect witH Him by and by.

Yes, quite so: it is very easy quoting texts.
But when shall we be ‘‘ sanctified ’? If 1 were
sure that 1 am among the sanctified ones, I should
be happy. |

If you are among the believing ones, you are
among the sanctified ones. We are sanctified by
faith in Jesus. |
I never understood that. We think sanctifica-
tion a matter of great attainment, which can only
be reached by constant watchfulness, prayer, and
self-denial. There is nothing said about faith in

the passage.
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No; the apostle’s theme in thts chapter is wor-
- ship and the perfectness of the worshippers in the
presence of God, through the perfect sacrifice of
Christ. But we have it distinctly stated in other

places. See Acts xxvi., for example. Here the
apostle is giving an account of his conversion and
mission.  Jesus sends him to the Gentiles, ‘‘ To

open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto Ged,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified, by
faith that is in Me.”” The moment the poor, dark,
degraded Gentile had faith in Jesus, he was turned
from darkness to light, from Satan unto God.
His sins were forgiven, and his inheritance was on
high. This is sanctification, namely, being sepa-
rated from evil, and set apart for God.

‘But sanctification is not an act, surely: it is a
work.  Justification is an act, but sanctification
1S progressive ; it means growing in holiness.

Well, I have no wish to weaken that meaning
of the word. There ought to be progressive holi-
ness in every believer. But you must first separate
the stone from the quarry before you can prepare
it for its destined place in the building. The great
principle of sanctification, or being set apart for
God, ought to be applied daily to our thoughts,
affections, and to all our practical ways. As the
apostle prays in 1 Thess. v. 23, *‘ And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”” The one is the result of the other. You
must be separated from the world, and set apart
for God, before you can grow up 1in practical con-
formity to Him. In the passage before us (Acts
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xxvi. 18) the word clearly theans an acf, some-
thing done by God, which only He could do. In
what condition does the gospel find the Gentiles?
The slaves of sin and Satan. And what did it do
for them that believed? It separated them from
their own sad condition, and set them apart for
God, through the operation of His, Holy Spirit.
They were sanctified by faith in Jesus. But in
1 Cor. vi. 11 the apostle states, in the most dis-
tinct and positive way, that sanctification is as
much an act of God as justification. *‘‘And
such were some of vyou; but vye are
washed, but ye ave sanctified, but ye are
justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of our God” (vv. 9, 10). Nothing
~ can be plainer than this. Here, you will observe,
sanctification 1s as directly and absolutely an act
of God, as either washing or justification. If
cleansing is an act, so is sanctification. If justi-
fication is an act, so is sanctificatton. Oh! what
comfort this gives to the mind that can simply
receive 1t. ‘“ Some’’ of these Corinthians had
been sunk in the deepest mire of sin, but the
~moment they believed the gospel they were, by
the immediate act of God Himself, washed, sancti-
fred, and justified, in the name of the Lord ]Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God. Of course, they had
much to learn, break off, and the like. But God’s
work was perfect. He never does things Dby
halves. ‘

Well, certainly, I never saw things in that light
before. 1 feel as if (God were opening my eyes.
I have never been in the habit of examining and
comparing scripture with scripture in that way.
I have believed certain doctrines drawn from the
Scriptures ; this is taking God's word as it i1s. |
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confess that I have never before seen so many
blessed consequences flowing from faith. I could
sit ever so long and listen.

The Lord be praised! The Bible being God’s
own book, we ought to try and get at His meaning
in 1t. But now one word, before we part, about
““ pardon.” -You have seen that the sins of every
believer were ‘‘ put away ' by the one perfect
sacrifice of Christ. ‘‘ But now once in the end of
the world had He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself.”” (Heb. ix. 26.) This He
assuredly accomplished. *‘* When He bhad by
Himself ~ thus ‘‘ purged our sins,”” He ‘‘sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”’
(Heb. 1. 3.) Such was the completeness and such
.the efficacy of the work He accomplished for all
who through grace believe in Him. But it is
when we believe in Him that we personally become
partakers of the results of that work. Until we
believe we are ‘‘ children of wrath, even as others.”
(Eph. ii. 3.) But the moment Christ is really
received by us we participate in all the value of
His sacrifice. FULL AND ABSOLUTE FORGIVENESS
is one blessed effect of this work. But it is not
the whole, as we have already seen. Through
its wondrous efficacy every believer is also a just:-
fied person and a sanctified person. God regards
the believer as having died with Christ to the sins
which once were chargeable upon him; and as
being now alive in and with Christ. The truthis
that we are one with Him. We have everything
in Christ. All fulness dwells in Him. (Col. i. 19;
ii. 9 Oh! reckon on what you have in Him,
and not on what you feel in vourself : and keep
close to God’s word ; keep ‘ looking .. “o Jesus.”’
(Heb. xii. 2.) He Himself is the portion of our
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souls. Tn Him we have redemption, sanctifica-
tion, hfe, nghteousness, and the hope of glory.
(1 Cor. i. 30; Col. iii. 4.)

Four Points of Practical
Rnowledge.
Reap DruT. viii. 1—9.

T N these verses we have four valuable points
of knowledge connected with our walk
through the wilderness of this world:

namely, (1} The knowledge of ourselves. (2)

The knowledge of God. (3) The knowledge of

our relationship. (4) The knowledge of our hope.

1. First, as to the knowledge of self, we read,

““ Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord
 thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder-
ness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, 0 Anow
what was n thine heart.”’ |
- Here is a wondrous point of knowledge. Who
can utter it? Who can penetrate the depths of
a human heart? Who can tell its windings and
labyrinths? The details of a wilderness life tend
to bring out a vast deal of the evil that is in us.
At our first starting upon our Christian career
we are apt to be so occupied with the present joy
of deliverance from the power of darkness that
we know but very little of the real character of
the flesh in us. It is as we go on from stage to
stage of our desert course that we become really
acquainted with self.

- 2. But then we are not to suppose that, as we

grow in self-knowledge, our joy must declide.

Quite the opposite. This would be to make our
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joy depend upon ignorance of self; whereas it
really depends upon the knowledge of God. In
point of fact, as the believer advances in, the
knowledge of himself, his joy becomes deeper and
more solid, inasmuch as he is led more thoroughly
out of and away from himself, to find his sole
object in Christ. He learns that nature’s total
ruin is not merely a true doctrine of the Christian
faith, but a deep reality in his own experience.
He also learns that divine grace is a reality; that
salvation is a reality, a deep, personal reality;
that sin 1s a reality; the cross a reality; the
advocacy of Christ a reality. In a word, he
learns the depth, the fulness, the power, the appli-
cation, of God’s gracious resources. ‘‘He
humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger,”” not
that you might be driven to despair, but that He
might feed ‘‘ thee with manna, which thou knewest
' not, neither did thy fathers know, that He might
make thee know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of the Lorp doth man live. Thy
raiment waxed not old upon thee, nelther did thy
foot swell, these forty years.’

Touching and beautiful appeal! *‘ Forty
years '’ of uninterruypted evidence of what was in
the heart of God toward His redeemed people.
““ Six hundred thousand footmen’’ clothed, fed,
kept and cared for, during ‘‘ forty years,”” in ‘‘ a
vast howling wilderness !  What a noble and
soul-satisfying display of the fulness of divine re-.
sources ! How 1s it possible that, with the history
of Israel’s desert wanderings lying open before us,
we could ever harbour a single doubt or fear?
Oh! that our hearts may be more completely

emptied of self, for this is true humility; and more
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completely filled with Christ, for this is true happi-
ness and true holiness. ‘‘ For the LoRrRp thy God
hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand;
He knoweth thy walking through this great
wilderness : these forty years the Lord thy God
hath been with thee; THOU HAST LACKED NOTHING.'’
(Deut. 1. 7.) ‘

3. All that we have been dwelling upon flows
out of another thing, and that is the relationshio
in which we stand. ‘‘ Thou shalt also consider in
thine heart, that as a man chasteneth his son, so
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.”” This
" accounts for all. The hunger and the food; the
thirst and the water ; the trackless desert and the
guiding pillar ; the toil and the refreshment; the
sickness and the healing; all tell of the same
thing : a I'ather’s hand, a Father’s heart. It is
well to remember this, ‘‘ lest ye be wearied and
faint in your minds.”” (Heb. xii.) An’ earthly
father will have to wield the rod of discipline, as
well as to imprint the kiss of affection; to
administer the rebuke as well as express his
approval ; to chasten, as well as minister supplies.
Thus 1t 1s with our Father in heaven. All His
dealings flow out of that marvellous relationship
in which He stands towards us. He 1s a ‘‘ Holy
Father.”” All is summed up in this. Our Father
is the *“ Holy One ’’; and ‘‘ the Holy One ’’ is our
Father. To walk with, lean on, and imitate Him,
‘“as dear children,”” must secure everything in
the way of- genuine happiness, real strength, and
true holiness. When we walk with Him, we are
happy; when we lean on Him we are strong ; and
when we imitate Him, we are practically holy and
gractous.

4. Finally, in the midst of all the exercises,
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the trials, the conflicts, and even the mercies and
privileges of the wilderness, we must keep the
eye steadily fixed on that which lies before us,
‘“ IFFor the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good
~ land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
depths, that spring out of valleys and hills ; a land
of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and
pomegranates ; a land of oil olive, and honey; a
land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarce-
ness, thou shalt not lack anything in 1t; a land
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou
mayest cig brass.”” Bright and blessed prospect !
The joys of the kingdom are to fill our hearts,
and to give vigour and buoyancy to our steps, as
we pass across the desert. The green fields and
vine-claa hills of the heavenly Canaan, the pearly”
gates and golden streets of the New Jerusalem,
~are to fill the vision of our souls. We are called
to cherish the hope of glory, a hope which will
never make ashamed. When the sand of the
desert tries us, let the thought of Canaan cheer
us, the thought of the ‘‘ inberitance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for us.”’ (1 Petes i.'4.) May we dwell
npon it, and upon Him who will be the eternal
source of all its brightness and blessedness !

Whenever we see evil increasing, and God at
the same time acting in drawing away from it
those who believe, we may take it as a sign that:

the judgment of God is mgh
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:

and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

N Sy

The Offerings in Leviticus.

N glancing rapidly through the sacrifices of the
I Book of Leviticus I shall take it for granted

that we have in them so many striking and
beautiful types of that one great Sacrifice offered
on the cross for us and our salvation. Whatever
they were, pEaTH formed THE grand prominent
circumstance in them all. I speak not of the
meat or meal-offering in which there was nothing
whatever about blood-shedding. Whether we
look at the burnt offering, the peace offering, the
sin offering, or the trespass offering, we find the
same thing. In each and all we meet the words,
‘“He shall kil it.”” Blood-shedding was essen-
tially necessary to the completion of the sacrifice.
Accomplished death lies at the foundation of
everything. This point cannot be too strongly in-
sisted upon. It is clearly and fully established in
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every part of Scripture, and in none more fully
than in the types of Leviticus at which we are
about to look, not indeed in their marvellous de-
tail, but simply for the purpose of establishing the
truth.

I. And, first, as to the burnt offering. (Lev. 1.}
Here we have the death of Christ as the expression
of His perfect devotedness to God. This offering
was wholly burnt. Neither the worshipper nor
the priest partook of it. It was all consumed on
the altar. All went up as a sweet savour to the
throne of God.

But how was the devotedness expressed ? Was
it by a spotless life merely? No. It was
by accomplished death, True, there was a
spotless life, a holy life, a devoted Ilife, a
precious life, a matchless life; but all this
would not have availed to make an atonement, or
to tell forth the living depths of devotion in the
heart of Christ, had the blood not been shed. ‘A
male of the first year without blemish ’’ might be
““ voluntarily '’ presented at ‘‘the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation.” It might be all
that was required by the terms of the ceremonial
law ; but until hife was taken, until the blood was.
shed, there could be no ‘‘ atonement ’’ made, no
" sweet savour ’’ presented. It was pEaTH that
formed the basis of everything. Ten thousand
unblemished males, voluntarily presented, could
not have made an atonement for man, nor present-
ed a fragrant odour to God, save on the ground of
accomplished death. True, the life of Christ was
most precious to God, infinitely precious, in every
aspect of 1t ; but, as the Antitype of the burnt
offering, He Iald down His life, in order to give
full expression to His devotedness
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Here, then, we have a soul-satisfying view of
the death of Christ, and of atonement through that
death. The burnt offering prefigures Christ on the
cross, not as a sin-Bearer, but as accomplishing
the will of God.  How do we know this ? Because
*“the bodies of those beasts, Wwhose blood 1s
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for
stn, ars burned without the camp.”” (Heb. xiii. 11.)
But the burnt offering was consumed on the altar,
and not “* without the camp.”* (Lev. 1. 6.) In it
there was no question of the mmputation of sin.
It is the figurce of Christ offering Himself without
spot to God. (Heb. ix. 14.) It does not set forth the
hatefulness of sin,; but the prectousness and divine
excellency of Christ, and His devotedness to God
even unto death. It was wholly burnt. It all
went up as a sweet savour. Its blood was not
“brought into the sanctuary by the high priest
for sin,”’ and therefore its body was not *‘ burned
without the camp,”” but ‘‘ on the altar, to be a
burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the Lord.”” (Lev. 1. 9.) The death of
the burnt-offering does not tell us how God hated
sin, but how Christ loved God, and did His will,
even unto the death of the cross.

When therefore, we look at Christ as the
burnt-offering, we sce f atonement” made ac-
cording to the perfection of Christ’s obedience.
It is not Christ putting away sin (though that is
a thing divinely true, blessed be God), but Christ
doing the will of God. Did He do it perfectly?
Truly so. Well, then, ‘* atonement ’’ has been

* The reader should be informed that the Hebrew word
which is rendered ““ burn,” in reference to the burnt-offer-
ing, is quite different to that used in the sin-offering. This
is an interesting fact.
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made just as perfectly. Christ, in the burnt-
offering, acted directly for God. True, He met
man’s need likewise, his very deepest need, the
need of heart and conscience; but 1t was as ac-
complishing the will of God that He did so. This
1s a grand truth to get hold of. The doctrine
of the cross, the doctrine of atonement, the doc-
trine of life through death, cannot be rightly
understood unless we see the special point set
forth in the burnt offering.

2. In the peace-offering (Lev. iii.) we have a
type of Christ as the One VW ho is our peace.
Here, too, death was essential. ‘* He shall lay
his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it
at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation :
and Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle the
blood upon the altar round about.”’” Before ever
“‘ the fat”’ could be consumed on the altar of
God, before ever the offerer could feed on ‘‘ the
flesh,”” before ever the priest could feed upon
“‘ the wave-breast and the heave-shoulder,” the
life of the sacrifice had to be poured out. “ With-
out shedding of blood is no remission.’” (Heb.
ix. 22.) And if there is no ‘‘ remission '’ there
can be no ‘‘ peace,”” no worship, no communinn
with God. In order to enjov perfect peace, 1
must have perfect justification; and in order to
have perfect justification, I must have a perfect
atonement; and in order to have a perfect atone-
ment, I must have accomplished death.

All this I have in Curist. He is the true peace-
offering. He has *‘‘made peace through the
blood of His cross.”” (Col. i. 20.) Observe, it
was ‘‘ through the blood of His cross '’ that He
made peace. It was not by His obedient life,
how precious soever that life might be; and
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truly it was precious beyond all human thought.
It was by His blood, and by it alone, He made
peace. He gave up His life on the cross, and
with that life went all the sin that was by im-
putation attached thereto, so that in resurrection
all His members might be eternally linked with
Him, partaking of the same life, and standing
in the same righteousness, and in the same in-
finite favour before God.

Christian reader, remember this. The entire
question is settled.  An eternal peace has been
established by the finished work of the cross.
The blood of your divine peace-offering has put
away all that could by any possibility keep you
out from God’s presence; and it is your happy
privilege to feed upon the flesh of your peace-
offering, in the clear sense of your perfect justi-
fication and acceptance. There is not a speck
upon you in ‘‘ the vision of the Almighty.”” You
are ‘‘in Christ,”” and as Christ, before the
throne of God. (Eph. i. 6, 7; 1 John iv. 17). You
are no longer looked at in your former or old
creation-state. ‘‘ You are not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit.”” (2 Cor. v. 17; Rom. viii. 9.) You
are in the body, as to the plain fact of your con-,
dition, but you are not in the flesh as to the
ground of your standing before God. The flesh
is in you, and will be in you to the end of your
earthly career; but God views it as a dead thing.
It came to its end when your peace-offering
vielded up His life on the cross; and now He is
vour life, vour righteousness, your peace, your
sanctification, your redemption, your hope, your
glory, your eternal all.

3. The sin-offering (Lev. iv.) bears witness to
the same great gospel thought. In it we see a
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shadow of Christ as our sin-Bearer, as the One
Who was ‘“ made sin for us.”” (2 Cor. v. 21.) If
we compare the sin-offering with the burnt-offer-
ing, we shall find two very different aspects of
Christ.  But, although the aspects are different,
it 1s one and the same Christ; and hence, the
sacrifice in each case was ‘‘a male without
blemish.”” This is easily understood. No matter
in what aspect 1 view the Lord Jesus Christ, He
must ever he seen as the same pure, spotless,
holy, perfect Onc. True, He did, in perfect
orace, stoop to be the sin-Bearer of His people;
but it was a perfect, spotless Christ Who did so.
The intrinsic excellence, the unsullied purity, and
the divine glory of our blessed Lord appear in
the sin-offering, as well as in the burnt-offering.
It matters not in what relationship He stands,
what office He fills, what work He performs,
what position He occupies; His personal, His in-
herent, His essential glories shine out in all their
proper, their divine effulgence. Like the sun in
the natural heavens, he may, as astronomers
teach, pass through a different sign everv month;
but, let the sign be what it may, it is one and the
same sun which gladdens and enlightens us by
his beams.

Thus it is with the burnt-offering and the sin-
offering. Both types point to the same great
Anti-type, though they set Himn forth in such con-
trasted aspects of His work. In the burnt-offer-
ing, Christ is seen meeting the affections of the
heart of God; in the sin-offering, fle is seen.
meeting the necessities of the sinner’s conscience.
That presents Him to us as the accomplisher of
the will of God; this as the Bearer of the sins of

man. In the former, we are taught the precious-
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ness of the sacrifice; in the latter, the hateful-
ness of sin. Thus much as to the :wo offerings
in the main. The most minute and =2ccurate
examination of the details will only tend to estab-
lish the mind in the truth of this general state-
ment. Into these details I do not attempt to enter
here. I merely call my reader’s attention to the
fact that, whether we look at the bhurnt-nffering,
the peace-offering, or the sin-offering, we see
that a sacrificed life was essential. The *‘sweet
savour ’’ of the burnt-offering ascended when the
blood was shed, and not till then. ‘‘ The Hesh of
the peace-offering ' was eaten when the blood
was shed, and not till then. Sin was put away
by the sin-oftfering when the blood was shed, and
not till then.

4. Lastly, the trespass-offering (Lev. v.) passes
before us as a witness to the place which death
occupies on the page of inspiration. In it we see
Christ as the One Who not only answered for sin
in the believer’s nature, but also for sins in the
believer’s life. It was by blood-shedding, and by
‘that alone, that He did both the one and the
other. Christ was not only ‘‘ made sin for us ”’
(2 Cor. v. 21), but He also ‘‘ bare our sins in His
own body on the tree.”’” (1 Peter ii. 24.) He was
not made sin during His life, but in His DEATH.
He did not bear our sins during His life, but ** on
the tree.”” This is plain and absolute enough.
‘Whether we look at the types of the Old Testa-
ment, or hearken to the statements of the New,
all set forth the same glorious truth, namely, that
BLOOD must be shed, for sins to be forgiven,
righteousness imputed, peace enjoyed, communion

with God realised, or acceptable worship pre-
sented.
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‘““In the Way Going Up to
Jerusalem.”
Read Mark x. 17-H2.

N the above scripture we have three distinct

I types of character presented to us in (1), the

rich man; (2), the disciples; and (3), blind
Bartimeus.

In the person of the rich man we may see a
very numerous class set forth. He was not by
any means without real anxiety respecting his
soul’s interests. He was seeking ‘‘ eternal life,”’
and had evidently struggled to obtain 1t *‘ by
works of law.”” Yet with all his legal efforts he
was 11l at ease. = He felt there was something
lacking, and therefore he comes to Christ.

But in his very first question we detect the
wrong ground on which this singularly interest-
ing man was standing. He says, ‘“ What must
I do, that I may inherit eternal life? ’ His mind,
still darkened by the mists of legalism, had never
admitted the wondrous truth that ‘‘ eternal life ”’
is ‘‘the gift of God,”” and not the reward of
human doings. His question proved him to be
very far behind in his apprehension, not only of
God’s dealings with man, but also of his own real
state in God’s sight.

Accordingly, the Lord Jesus sends him back to
Moses. . He sends him back, as it were, to the
foot of Mount Sinai, to learn the solemn and
impressive lessons taught there, amid thunders
and lightnings, blackness, darkness and tempest.
Such is the real bent and object of the Lord’s
reply : ““ Thou knowest the commandments.”” It
is as though He had said to him, *‘ You are hun-
dreds of years too late in vour inquiry. The doing
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principle has been tried long since at Mount Sinai,
where it ended in failure. I am here on the
ground that man’s doings are set aside. Eternal
life 1s God’s gift, not man’s earning.’’

However, the rich man did not know where the
law really put him. He was ignorant of the holi-
ness of the law, and of his own ruined condition.
He says, ‘‘ All these have 1 observed from my
youth.”’

No one who knew the height of God’s law and
the depth of man’s ruin could make such a state-
ment.  Persons who speak of keeping the law
““ know neither what they say, nor whereof they
afirm.”” If man could keep the law, then either
he is perfect or the law is imperfect. But the
““law 1s holy, and the comm ;dment holy, and
just, and good.”” (Rom. vii. Therefore 1t 1s
not possible that a sinful being coul-d so keep the
law as to get life by it; and thus this rich man
was quite astray in saying he had kept all the
commandments; for, had he done so, he would
not have lacked anything; whereas Christ says to
him, ‘“ One thing thou lackest.”

‘“ Moses describeth the righteousness which is
of the law, That the man which doeth those things
shall live by them.”’ (Rom. x. 5.) If, then, a man
should say he had kept the commandments, he
would have a right to life as a matter of positive
earning.

But who would dare to put forth such a claim?
Who has so kept the law as to be able to claim
life from God? Not one. ‘‘By works of law
there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.””
(Rom. iii. 20.) ‘“ For as many as are of works
of law are under the curse.”” (Gal. iii. 10.) ‘‘If
there had been a law given which could have
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given life, verily righteousness should have been
by the law.”” (Gal. iii. 21.)

Why, then, it may be asked, does the Lord
refer this man to the commandments? Simply
that he might see by them how far short he was
of what he ought to be, and so learn his need of
something outside of himself. He sends him back
to the ‘ schoolmaster ”’ (Gal. iii. 24); and when
he professes to have learnt all that the *‘ school-
master > had to teach him, the Lord applies
another and a more searching test, by calling on
him to let go the world, and take up the cross.

This was far more than he was prepared for.
The world shone too brightly, and the cross
seemed too gloomy, 1n his eyes, to admit of any
response to such a_call. The world was heavier,
in the balance of his heart’s affections, than
Christ. It would be all well enough if he could
get eternal life and hold the world as well. . The
heart likes right well “‘ to make the best of both
worlds.””  But it will not do. If a man comes to
Christ to bargain about eternal life, he will
assuredly find the price far beyond his means.
Whereas, as we shall see presently, if a man
comes as a beggar, he gets all he wants for
nothing. 1§ a man comes as a doer, he must be
told what to do. If a man comes as a sinner, he
is told what to believe.

However, it will always be found that the cross
is too heavy for any one to take up who has not
first seen Christ nailed to that cross for him and
for his salvation. - Further, ‘‘ the way going up
to Jerusalem,’’ that is, the way which Christ
trod, and which all must tread who walk in His
steps, will be found too rough for all, except
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those whose ‘‘ feet are shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace.”” I must, by faith, lean on
the cross before I can carry it; and I must possess
eternal life, before I can walk in the footsteps of
Jesus. To attempt to carry the cross until I enjoy
a crucified Saviour is more difficult than even to
stand bencath *‘ the fiery mount.”” This rich
man, who thought he had kept all the command-
ments, was repulsed by the dark shadow of the
cross, and ““ went away grieved.”’

But did the Lord Jesus mean to teach this man
that he could ‘‘inherit eternal life”” by doing,
selling, or giving? By no means. What then?
He was answering him on his own ground. He
had come as a doer, and he went away because
he could not do. ILike Israel in Exodus xix.
They said, ‘“ All that Jehovah hath spoken will
we do'’; and when Jehovah did speak, ‘‘they
could not endure that which was commanded.”
(Heb. xii. 20.)

Man speaks about doing; and when he 1s told
what to do, he is neither willing nor able to do
it. God’s word to all *‘ who desire to be under
the law ’’ is “‘ Do you not hear the law? > (Gal.
iv. 21.) ““ The man that doeth these things shall
live by them.” (Rom. x. 5.) ‘“ What is written
in the law? how readest thou? ”’ (Luke x. 26.)

This amiable and interesting person was not
disposed even to set his foot upon ‘ the way
going up to Jerusalem.”” The thought of re-
linquishing the world, its riches and its pleasures,
was far beyond him. He wanted ‘* eternal iife ’’;
but if it was to be purchased by giving up his
riches, he would not pay the price, and so he
‘“ went away grieved.”’ :

2. The disciples furnish us with another type
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of character. They were able through grace to
say, ‘‘ Lo, we have left all, and have followed
thee.”” They were a stage beyond the rich man.
They had seen sufficient attraction in Christ to
lead them to give up their earthly all, and attach
themselves to His blessed Person. This was all
well. They should be no losers; for Christ will

be no man’s debtor. Whatever is devoted to
Him, He will pay back ‘“ a hundredfold now in
this time, . . . and in the world to come

eternal life.”” But then, ‘“ Many that are hrst
shall be last, and the last first.”” It is one thing
to begin; it is another thing to continue. It is
one thing to enter upon the path; it is another to
pursue it. This is a most solemn truth.

““ And they were in the way going up to Jeru-
salem, and Jesus went before them; and they
were amazed; and as they followed, they were
afraid.”” (v. 32.) -

Why was this? Why this fear and amaze-
ment? Had they not voluntarily given up all to
follow Christ? Yes; but they had not anticipated
that the cross would be so heavy, or the way so
rough. They had given up this world’s brilliant
offers; but they did not reckon upon the dark
clouds which hung over the path leading to Jeru-
salem; and so, when called to encounter these
things, they were ‘‘amazed’ and ‘‘afraid.”
They had not, like the rich man, to go away
““ grieved,”” because unable to shake off the in-
fluence of this world’s wealth; but they followed
Christ in amazement and fear, because of the
roughness and darkness of that path along which
He was conducting them.

Theirs was obviously a different case. They
had life, and did not need to ‘‘inherit’ it by
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works of law, or works of self-demial. But if
they wanted to follow Christ, they had to count
the cost; for He was on His way up to Jerusalem,
He had *‘ stedfastly set His face > to meet the
terrific array of all the powers of darkness, to-
gether with the scorn, the reproach, the enmity,
and derision of those whom He had come to save.

And mark the grace of those words, *‘ Jesus
WENT BEFORE THEM.”” He put Himself in the
forefront of the battle. He exposed Himself to
the marshalled hosts of earth and hell. ‘‘ Behold,
we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall
be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the
scribes; and they shall condemn Him to death,
and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they
shall mock Him, and shall scourge Him, and shali
spit upon Him, and shall kill Him; and the third
day He shall rise again.’’ (vv. 33, 34). With a
steady gaze He contemplates the whole scene;
but most graciously omits all mention of one in-
gredient in His approaching cup of unutterable
sorrow, namely, His desertion and denlal by
those who had left all to follow Him.

How little they entered into all these things is
evident from the fact that, while on the way up
to Jerusalem, they were occupied about the ques-
tion of their respective places in the Kingdom. A
heart that is filled with love to Christ will find full
satisfaction in the assurance of being mnear to
Him. It is not so much the pLACE I am to get,
as the PERsoN who will be the centre and spring
of all my joy for ever. The apostle Paul, in Phil.
ili. was not occupied with the place which he was
to have in the coming kingdom. Noj; to ‘“ win
Christ >’ was the fondly cherished object of that
devoted heart. From the moment he beheld the
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beauty and excellency of that blessed One near
the city of Damascus, until he was ‘‘ offered up ”’
in the city of Rome, he was carried forward by
the intensity of love to His Person and His cause.
And assuredly no one ever drank more deeply of
His ‘‘ cup,’” or entered more thoroughly into His
““baptism *’ than Paul.

3. It only remains for us to look at the case of
‘““blind Bartimeus.’’ In this poor blind beggar
we see one who virtually rebuked both the rich
man and the disciples; for the moment he laid
his open eyes on the Son of David, without cast-
ing back a lingering look at his garment, which
he had '‘ cast away ’’ in order to come to Jesus,
and without a single thought about the rough-
ness and darkness of the path, he ** followed
Jesus in the way.”’

What ““ way’’? ‘' The way going up to Jeru-
salem.’”” It may be said that he bad no posses-
sions to give up, and knew nothing of the direc-
tion or end of that way. Very likely so; but that
does not alter the matter. The valuable point for
us to get hold of is that, when the eye 1s filled
and the heart is occupied with Christ we never
stop to think of what we have to give up in
order to get Him, or what we have to endure in
order to follow Him. HEr HIMSELF ENGROSSES
THE WHOLE SOUL; and nought but this will enable
us to tread the path after Him.

What was all the world to Bartimeus? Or
what the roughness of the way? His eyes had
been opened, and not only opened, but filled with
the fairest vision that ever fixed the gaze of men
or angels, even the Person of the Son of God,
God manifest in the flesh; and, therefore, leav-
ing far behind his blindness and his beggary, he
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pressed forward in the footsteps of that wondrous
Person who had met all his need. '

Why did not Christ tell him about the com-
mandments? Why did He not call upon him to
take up his cross, and follow Him? Why did
He not hold up before his view the *‘ cup ™ and
the ‘‘ baptism ”’? Because Bartimeus was not a
bargainer, but a beggar. Because he was not
talking about his doings, but confessing his need.
Because he was not thinking about what place he
should get in the kingdom, or about the rough-
ness of the way thither, but seeking to get to
Jesus, and to follow Him when found.

This is simple enough. Christ never proposed
conditions to a poor, blind, broken-hearted sinner.
He came down from heaven, ‘‘ not to be minis~
tered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a
ransom for many.”’ (v. 45.)

It is beginning at the wrong end to call upon a
ruined and helpless sinner to give up the world
in order to find Christ. He 1is ‘‘without
strength.”” What can he do? If I tell a miser
that he must give up his gold, or a sportsman
that he must give up his sport, or a drunkard
that he must give up his drink, before he can
come to Christ, he will tell me I might just as
well ask him to cut off his right hand. But let
such a one have his eyes opened to behold the
Lamb of God; let him see God’s. salvation; let
him hear the glad news of sins forgiven, and
eternal life and righteousness bestowed through
the blood of the lLord Jesus Christ, and then
mark the difference. Instead of ‘‘ going away
grieved 7 at the hardness of the conditions pro-
posed, ‘‘he goes on his way rejoicing’’ in the
fulness of the salvation revealed; and instead of
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moving along ‘‘ amazed '’ and ‘‘ afraid,’” because
of the roughness and gloom of the path, he
presses toward the mark with a cheerful alacrity
which nought but companionship with Christ can
impart. (Phil. iii. 14.)

Reader, can you see your own character in any
of the foregoing types? What is the present con-
dition of your soul? Are you anxious to get
eternal life, but still shrinking from the immense
sacrifice which you think is involved? Let me en-
treat you to ‘‘ behold the Lamb of God’’ bleed-
ing on the cursed tree to put away sin.  Think
not of any sacrifice which you must make, but of
that sacrifice which He has made. This will give
you peace. Look away from self straight to
Jesus; let not the weight of a feather come be-
tween. He has done aLL; and the soul that be-
lieves in a dead and risen Christ is quickened,
pardoned, and justified. |

‘However, it may be that you have found par-
don and peace in Jesus; and that moreover, you
have let go your hold of this world, and pushed
out from the shore to go to Jesus. But you find
the way very rough, and the cross very heavy.
The contemptuous sneer of old associates; the
bitter reproach and opposition of many around
you; the narrowness of your sphere, and the lone-
liness of your path, all these things are against
you; and you find amazement and terror creep-
ing at times over your spirit.

Well, be not afraid. Remember that the Master
is before you. You can distinctly trace His
blessed footprints all along that rough and cloudy
path. Persevere! You must ‘‘through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”” (Acts
xiv. 22.) Keep your eye steadily fixed on Jesus.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

Q - S 3y

God’s Workmen and their Work.

READ NUMBERS IiI. AND IV.

E want the reader to turn with us to

Numbers iii. and iv., where we shall

find a most instructive and interesting
picture of God’s workmen in the wilderness. It
is a suggestive picture, and one well worthy of
our deepest attention at a moment like the present,
in which we all are so sadly prone to do that which
is right in our own eyes.

““ And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them be-
fore Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto
him. And they shall keep his charge, and the
charge of the whole congregation, before the
tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service
of the tabernacle. And they shall keep all the
instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation,
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and the charge of the children of Istrael, to do the
service of the tabernacle. And thou shalt give
the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons : they are
wholly gliven unto him out of the children of
Israel.” (Chap. iii. b—39.)

The Levites represented the whole congregation
of Israel, and acted on their behalf. This appears
from the fact that the children of Israel laid their
hands on the heads of the Levites, just as the
Levites laid their hands on the heads of the sacri-
fices. (See chap. viii. 10.) The act of imposition
expressed identification. According to this, the
Levites furnish a distinct view of the people of God
in the wilderness. They present them to us as a
company of earnest workers, and that too, be it
noted, not as mere desultory labourers, running
to and fro, and doing each one what seemed right
in his own eyes. Nothing of the sort. If the
men of war had their pedigree to shew, and their
standard to adhere to, so had the Levites their
centre to gather round, and their work to do. All
was as clear, distinct, and defined as God could
make 1t; and, moreover, all was under the imme-
diate authority and direction of the high priest.

It is most needful for all who would be true
Levites, proper workmen, intelligent servants, to
weigh with all seriousness this point. Levite
service was to be regulated by the appointment of
the priest. There was no more room for the ex-
ercise of self-will in the service of the Levites,
than there was in the position of the men of war.
All was divinely settled, and this was a signal
mercy to all whose hearts were in a right con-
dition. To one whose will was unbroken it might
seem a hardship and a most irksome task to be ob-
liged continually to occupy the same position, or
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to be always engaged in precisely the same line
of work. But on the contrary, where the will was
subdued, and the heart adjusted, each one would
say, ‘‘ I bless God I have not got to think; I have
merely to do as I am bidden.”’

This is ever the business of the true servant.
It was pre-eminently so with Him who was the
only periect servant that ever trod this earth. He
- could say, ‘‘ I came down from heaven, not to do
mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me.’’

And again : ‘‘ My meat is to do the will of Hiun
that sent me, and finish His work.”’ (John vi. 38,
iv. 34.)

But there is another fact which claims our at-
tention in reference to the Levites, and that is,
their service had exclusively to do with the taber-
nacle and its belongings. They had nothing else
to do. For a Levite to think of putting his hand
to aught beside would have been to deny his call-
ing, to abandon his divinely appointed work, and
to fly in the face of God’s commandments.

Just so it is with Christians now. Their ex-
clusive business, their one grand work, their ab-
sorbing service, is Christ and His belongings.
They have nothing else to do. For a Christian
to think of putting his hand to aught beside, is to
deny his calling, to abandon his divinely appoint-
ed work, and fly in the face of divine command-
ments. A true Levite of old could say, ‘“ To me
to live is the tabernacle’, and a true Christian
now can say, ‘‘ To me to live is Christ.”” The
grand question, in every matter which may pre-
sent itself before the Christian, is this, ‘‘ Can I
connect Christ with it ?”° If not, I have nothing
whatever to do with it. |

This is the true way to look at things. It is
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not a question as to the right or wrong of this or
that. No ; it is simply a question as to how far it
concerns the name and glory of Christ. This
simplifies everything amazingly. It answers a
thousand questions, solves a thousand difficulties,
and makes the path of the true and earnest Chris-
tian as clear as the sun-beam. A Levite had no
difficulty as to his work. It was all settled for
him with divine precision. The burden that each
had to carry, and the work that each had to do,
was laid down with a clearness which left no room
for the questionings of the heart. Each man
could know his job, and stick to it ; and, let us add,
the work was done by each one discharging his
own specific functions. It was not by running
hither and thither, and doing this or that ; but
by each man sedulously adhering to his own par-
ticular calling, that the service of the tabernacle
was duly discharged.

It is well to bear this in mind. We, as Chris-
tians, are very apt to jostle one another ; indeed,
we are sure to do so if we do not each one pursue
his own divinely appointed line of work. Woe say,
‘““ divinely appointed,”’ and would press the word.
We have no right to choose our own work. If the
Lord has miade one man an evangelist, another a
teacher, another a pastor, and another an exhorter,
how is the work to go on ? Surely it is not by the
evangelist trying to teach, and the teacher to ex-
hort, or the one who is not fitted for either, trying
to do both. No ; it is by each one exercising his
own divinely imparted gift. |

No doubt it may please the Lord to endow one
individual with a variety of gifts ; but this does
not, in the smallest degree, touch the principle on
which we ure dwelling, which is simply this :
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Every one of us is responsible to know his own
special line, and to pursue it. If this be lost sight
of we shall get into hopeless confusion. God has
His quarry-men, His stone-squarers, and His
masons. The work progresses by each man attend-
ing diligently to his own work. If all were quarry-
men, where were the stone-squarers ? If all were
stone-squarers, where were the masons ? The
greatest possible damage is done to the cause of
Christ, and to God’s work in the world, by one
man aiming at another’s line of things, or seek-
ing to imitate another’s gift. It is a miserable
mistake, against which we would solemnly warn
the reader. Nothing can be more senseless.
God never repeats Himseli. There are no two
faces alike ; not two leaves in the forest alike ;
not two blades of grass alike. Why, then, should
any one aim at another’s line of work, or affect
to possess another’s gift ? Let each one be satis-
fied to be just what his Master has made him. This
is the secret of real peace and progress.

All this finds a very vivid illustration in the in-
spired record concerning the service of three dis-
tinct classes of the Levites, which is detailed in
the chapter named above.

Kohath was called to bear ‘‘ the sanctuary,’’ as
we read in chapter x. ‘“ And the tabernacle was
taken down, and the sons of Gershon and the sons
of Merart set forward, bearing the tabernacle......
And the Kobathites set forward bearing the sanc-
tuary : and the other [i.e., the Gershonites and
the Merarites] did set up the tabernacle against
they came.”’ |

There was a strong moral link connecting
Gershon and Merari in their service, although
their work was perfectly distinct. Gershon had
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nothing to do with the boards and the pins ; and
Merari had nothing to do with the curtains or the
coverings : and yet they were very intimately
connected, as they were mutually dependent
{chap. iv. 21—33.). ““The boards and the sockets’’
would not do without *‘the curtains ’’; and ‘‘the
curtains ’’ would not do without ** the boards and
sockets.”” And as to ‘‘the pins,”” though appar-
ently so insignificant, who could estimate their
importance in keeping things together, and main-
taining the visible unity of the whole? Thus all
worked together to one common end, and that end
was gained by each attending to his own special
line. If a Gershonite had taken it into his head
to abandon ‘‘ the curtains >’ and address himself
to ‘‘ the pins,”’” he would have left his own work
undone, and interfered with the work of the Mer-
arite. This would never do. It would have
thrown everything into hopeless confusion ; where-
as, by adhering to the divine rule, all was main-
tained in the most exquisite order.

It must have been perfectly beautiful to mark
God’s workers in the wilderness. Each one was
at his post, and each moved in his divinely appoint-
ed sphere. Hence, the moment the cloud was
lifted up, and the order given to move, every man
knew what he had to do, and he addressed him-
self to that and nothing else. No man had any
right to think for himself. Jehovah thought for
all. The Levites had declared themselves ‘‘ on
the Lord’s side’’; they had yielded themselves to
His authority ; and this fact lay at the very base
of all their wilderness work and service. Looked .
at in this light, it would be deemed a matter of
total indifference whether a man had to carry a
pin, a curtain, or a golden candlestick. The grand
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question for each and for all was simply. *‘ Is this
my work? Is this what the Lord has given me to
do ?”’

This settled everything. Had it been left to
human thinking or human choosing, one man
might like this ; another might like that ; and a
third might like something else. How then could
the tabernacle ever be borne along through the
wilderness, or set up in its place? Impossible.
There could be but one supreme authority, namely,
Jehovah Himself. He arranged for all, and
all had to submit to Him. There was no room at
all for the exercise of the human will. This was
a signal mercy. It prevented a world of strife
and confusion. There must be subjection ;
there must be a broken will ; there must be a cor-
dial yielding to divine authority, otherwise it will
turn out to be like the Book of Judges, every man
doing that which is right in his own eyes. A
Merarite might say (or think if he did not say it),
‘““What ! am I to spend the very best portion of
my life upon earth, the days of my prime and
vigour, in looking after a few pins? Was this the
end for which 1 was born? Am I to have
nothing higher before me as an object in life? Is
this to be my occupation {from thirty to fifty?"

To such questions there was a twofold reply. In
the first place, it was enough for the Merarite to
know that Jehovah had assigned him his work.
This was sufficient to impart dignity to what na-
ture might =steem the smallest and meanest mat-
ter. It does not matter what we are doing, pro-
vided always we are doing our divinely appointed
work. A man may pursue what his fellows would
deem a most brilliant career ; he may spend his
energies, his time, his talents, his fortune, in
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pursuits which the men of this world esteem
grand and glorious, and all the while his life may
prove to be but a splendid bubble. But, on the
other hand, the man who simply does the will of
God, whatever that may be ; the man who executes
his Lord’s commands, whatever such commands
may enjoin ; that is the man whose path is illumin-
ated by the beams of divine approbation, and whose
work shall be remembered when the most splen-
did schemes of the children of this world have sunk
into eternal oblivion,

But, besides the moral worth attaching always
to the act of doing what we are told to do, there
was also a special dignity belonging to the work
of a Merarite, even though that work was merely
attending to a few ‘‘pins ’’ or ‘‘ sockets.”” Every-
thing connected with the tabernacle was of the
very deepest interest and highest value. There
was not, in the whole world, anything to be com-
pared with that boarded tent with all its mystic
belongings. It was a holy dignity and privilege
to be allowed to touch the smallest pin that form-
ed a part of that wonderful tabernacle in the wild-
erness. It was more glorious by far to be a Mer-
arite looking after the pins of God’s tabernacle,
than to wield the sceptre of Egypt or Assyria.
True, the Merarite, according to the import of
his name, mignt seem a poor ‘‘sorrowful’’ labour-
ing man ; but oh ! his Ilabour stood connected
with the dwelling-place of the Most High God,
the Possessor of heaven and earth. His hands
handled ‘the things which were the patterns of
things in the heavens. Every pin, every socket
every curtain, and every covering was a shadow
of good things to come, a foreshadowing of
CHRIST,
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Three Parables and their Lessons.

N the Gospel of Matthew, from verse 45 of
I chapter xxiv. to verse 31 of chapter xxv., we

have three parables, in which the Lord ad-
dresses the disciples as to their conduct during
His absence. -

1. The subject of the first is the responsibility
of ministry within the house, in the Church,
““ Whose house are we.”’ (Heb. ii. 6.) Thus we
read, ' Who. then is a faithful and wise servant,
whom his lord hath made ruler over his house-
hold, to give them meat in due season ? Blessed
is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh
shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That
he shall make him ruler over all his goods.”

Real ministry is of the Lord, and of Him alone.
This 1s what we have to note in view of what ook
place on the very threshold of Christianity. And
He makes much of faithfulness or unfaithfulness
in His house. His people are near and dear to
His heart. Those who have been humble and
faithful during His absence will be made rulers
over all His goods when He returns. The true
minister of Christ has to do directly with Himself.
He is the hireling of no man, or of any particular
body of men. *‘‘ Blessed is that servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”

Failure in ministry is also spoken of and dealt
with by the Lord Himself. ‘‘But and if that evil
servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth
his coming ; and shall begin to smite his fellow-
servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken.”’
This is the other and sad side of the picture. The
character of ministry is greatly affected by hold-
ing or rejecting the truth of the Lord's coming.
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In place of devoted service to the household, with
his heart set on the master’s approval, on his re-
turn, there is assumption, tyranny, and world-
liness. The doom of such, when the Lord comes,
will be worse than that of the world. ‘‘He shall
appoint him his portion with the hypocrite
(Judas’s place) where ‘‘ there shall be weeping,
and gnashing of teeth.”’

Such are the fearful consequences of forget-
fulness of the Lord’s return. But this is
more than a mere doctrinal mistake, or a
difference of opinion about the coming of
the Lord. It was ‘““in his heart’’ his will was
concerned 1n it. He, wished in his heart that the
Lord would stay away, as His coming would spoil
all his schemes, and bring to a close all his
worldly greatness. Is not this too true a picture
of what has happened? And what a solemn lesson
for those who take to themselves a place of ser-
vice in the Church. The mere appointment of the
sovereign, or the choice of the people, will not be
‘enough in that day, unless they have also been
the chosen of the Lord and the faithful in His
house.

2. In the second parable, professing Christians,
during the Lord’s absence, are represented as
virgins who went out to meet the bridegroom and
light him to his house. This was the attitude
of the early Christians. They came out from the
world, and from Judaism, to go forth and meet
the heavenly Bridegroom. But we know what
happened. He tarries: they all slumbered and
slept.  ‘“ And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet
him.”” From the first century, till the beginning
of the nineteenth, we hear very little about the
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coming of the Lord. Now and then, here and
there, a feeble voice may be heard on the subject;
but not until the early part of the last century did
the midnight cry go forth. Now we have many
tracts and volumes on the subject, and many are
preaching it in nearly all lands under heaven. The
midnight is past, the morning cometh.

The revival of the truth of the Lord’s coming
marks a distinct epoch in the history of the Church.
And, like all revivals, it was the work of the Holy
Spirit, and that by instruments of His own choos-
ing, and by means which He saw fitting. And
how like the Lord’s long-suffering, that in this
great movement there should be time given be-
tween the cry to go out to meet the Bridegroom
and His arrival to prove the condition of each !
Five of the ten virgins had no oil in their lamps;
no Christ, no Holy Spirit, dwelling in them. Thev
had only the outward lamp of profession. How
awfully solemn the thought, if we look at Chris-
tendom from this point of view! Five of every
ten are unveal, and against them the door will be
shut for ever. How this thought should move to
earnestness and energy in evangelizing ! May
we wisely improve the time thus graciously given
between the going forth of the midnight cry, and
the coming of the Bridegroom.

3. In the first parable, it is ministry inside the
house ; in the third, it is ministry ouiside the
house, that is, evangelizing. In the second par-
able, it is the personal expectation of the Lord’s
coming, with the possession of that which is re-
quisite to go 1n with Him to the marriage supper
of the King’s Son. -

““ The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling
into a far country, who called his own servants,
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and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one
he gave hve talents, to another two, and to an-
other one; to every man according to his several
ability ; and straightway took his journey.”” Here
the Lord is represented as leaving this world, and
going back to heaven ; and while He is gone there,
His servants are to trade with the talents com-
mitted to them. |

““Then he ‘that had received the five talents
went and traded with the same, and made them
other five talents. And likewise he that had re-
ceived two, he also gained other two.”” Here we
have the true principle and the true character of
Christian ministry. The Lord Himself called the
servants, and gave them the talents; and the ser-
vant is responsible to the Lord Himselt for the
fulfilment of his calling.  The exercise of gift,
whether inside or cutside the house, although sub-
ject to the directions of the word, and always to
be exercised in love and for blessing, is in no wise
dependent on the will of sovereign, priest or
pecple, but on Christ only, the true Head of the
Church. It is a grave and solemn thing for any
one to interfere with Christ’s claims on the service
of His servant. To touch this is to set aside re-
sponsibility to CHRIST, and to overthrow the fund-
amental principle of Christianity.

PriEsTHOOD was the distinguishing character-
istic of the Jewish dispensation; MINISTRY accord-
ing to God, is characteristic of the Christian period.
Hence the utter failure of the professing church,
when 1t sought to imitate Judaism in so many
ways, both in its priesthood and its ritualism.
If a priestly order, with rites and ceremonies, be
still necessary, the efficacy of the work of Christ
is called in question. In fact, though not in words,
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it strikes at the root of Christianity. But all is
settled by the word of God. ‘‘This man, after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat
down at the right hand of God: from henceforth
expecting till His enemies be made His footstool.
For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified........ And their sins and
iniquities will 1 remember no more. Now where
remission of these is, there is no more offering
for sin.” (Hebrews x. 1-—25.)

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY, then, i1s a subject of the
highest dignity anc¢ the decpest interest. It tes-
tifies to the work, the victory, and the glory of
Jesus, that the lost may be saved. It is the ac-
tivity of God’s love going out to an alienated and
ruined world, and earnestly beseeching souls to be
reconciled to Him. ‘‘ God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath commitied to us
the word of reconciliation.”” (2 Cor. v. 19-21.)
JEWISH PRIESTHOOD maintained the people in their
relations with God; CHRISTIAN MINISTRY is God
in grace delivering souls from sin and ruin, and
bringing them near to Himself, as happy wor-
shippers in the most holy place.

To return to our parable. There is one thing
specially to be noticed here, as showing the Lord’s
sovereignty and wisdom in connection with min-
istry. He gave differently to each, and to each
according to his ability. Each one had a natural
capacity which fitted him for the service in which
he was employed, and gifts bestowed, according
to the measure of the gift of Christ, for its ful-
filment. *‘“ He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
~tors and teachers.”’ (Eph. iv.) The servant must
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have certain natural qualifications for- his work,
besides the power of the Spirit of God. If the
Lord calls a man to preach the gospel, there will
be a patural ability for it. Then the Lord may
create in his heart by the Holy Spirit a real love
for souls, which is the best gift of the evangelist.
‘Then he ought to stir up and exercise his gift
according to his ability, for the blessing of souls
and the glory of God.

May we remember that we are responsible for
these two things : the gift graciously bestowed
and the ability in which the gift is to be exercised.
When the Lord comes to reckon with His servants,
it will not be enough to say, I was never educated
for, or appointed to, the ministry. The question
will be, Did I wait on the Lord to be used by Him
according to what He fitted me for? or did I hide
my talent in the earth? Faithfulness or unfaith-
fulness to Him will be the only thing in question.

That which distinguished the faithful from the
unfaithful servant was confidence in their master.
The unfaithful servant knew not the Lord : he
acted from fear, not from love, and so hid his one
talent in the earth. The faithful ones knew the
Lord, trusted Him, and served from love, and
were rewarded.

Love is the only true spring of service for Christ,
etther in the Church or in the outside world. May
we never be found making excuses for ourselves,
~like the *‘ wicked and slothful ’’ servant, but be
ever reckoning on the love, grace, truth, and
power of our blessed Saviour and Lord.

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

Christ our Objective Portion
and Occupation.
(From a Letter.)

AM more and more satisfied daily that we
I live in a time when, if ever, there must be
the individueal clinging to CHRIsT HIMmMSELF.
Ripening friendships are in a2 moment broken
through; fellowship in the Spirit interrupted by
intervening distances; but nothing can alter with
Him. He maintains His place of nearness in spite
of everything, washing our feet. . . . in order
that He may do this, and insisting upon His right
to retain the first place in our hearts; knowing
full well that it must be His [in that glory] where
‘there is no flesh to hinder, and no enemy to
seduce. '

Happy, beloved brother, to think of that time
when He shall no longer allow our eyes to rest
on things around, but only on Him. The cry of
the heart is, ‘‘ Come, Lord Jesus.”” I doubt not
vou can echo it. In the meantime (as you say)
it 1s well to be ‘‘ stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,”” leaving the
[question of | rewards to Himself, satisfied to
“ win CHrisT.”” And surely both you and I may
rejoice that it is our privilege to be thus; for
though our lives are different, yours bemng to
serve Him in an earthly calling (1 Thess. iv.,
11, 12), and mine being to serve Him in the
Word alone, yet we both serve the same Master,
and both can ask His blessing on our work,
doing ‘“ all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Col.
i, 17.)

With me T find there is plenty of work; but I
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bave much reason to complain of the way it is
done. For we must ever remember it is not the
amount we do, but to do what we have in hand
wvell, as if His eye was upon us. I look at Him
as a Servant (say in the Gospel of Mark), and I
find that, though there never was a moment lost
(you have observed how often ‘¢ straightway
occurs), yet never was the work ill done. His
prayer was interrupted; but He took it as from

the Lord |His Father], and went on with His
preaching. ‘

He could feel the danger of overwork for
others; for in this very Gospel we find the invita-
tion : ° Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest awhile.”” (vi. 31.) And surely this
has a word for us. "Are we as happy and peace-
ful sitting in alone with Jesus, as mixed up with
the toil of necessary commerce, or engaged in the
more exciting scenes of night after night of meet-
Ings?

I belteve this true secret of happiness is to sit
at His feet while we serve, enjoying His presence
continually, which is quite possible amid the
most bustling scenes.  May it be your portion
and mine to do this, abiding in HiM and in His
LOVE; fruit-bearing resulting from the former, joy
from the latter. (John xv. 5, 9.)

Let us our feebleness recline
On that eternal love of Thine,

And human thoughts forget;
Child-like attend what Thou wilt say,
Go forth and serve Thee while ’tis dm
| Yet leave not our retreat.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

YRR D

The Shepherd’s Hand.
REaDp Jonwn x. 28, 29,

(S

REAT comfort there is in John's Gospel
in this day of confusion. The ministry
there is so desultory. The Lord laboured

alone, and In a scene of recognised apostasies,
His own, to whom He had come, had not received
Him; the world which He had made, had not
known Him; He was outside everything. But to
HiMsiLF in that condition He calls His sheep.

He finds them here and there. All places in
the wilderness are alike to Him, Samaria or
Judea. He deals with souls immediately, person-
ally, closely, and in solitude. He deals with them
individually. *“ As many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God.”’
(John i. 12.) He cntered in among them ‘‘ by
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the door ”’; coming to sinners in the way of grace,
and forth from the Father.

And the sheep became distinguished by one
characteristic, namely, their ears were awak-
ened by the Spirit to know the voice of Him who
thus came to them in grace, as from the Father,
with words of life and salvation. For so we find
it in all the early chapters of this Gospel, where
the Lord’s ministry is recorded. Each of those
whom He finds and gathers is seen to be awak-
ened to know His voice, and to follow Him.
Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael, in chapter
1. ; the Samaritan, in chapter iv. ; the convicted
sinner, in chapter viii. ; the blind beggar, in chap-
ter ix.; all are given ears to hear His voice, and
all, as it were, had their ears nailed to His door-
post. In other words, their hearts are fixed,
their thoughts are centred, their confidence is
set, and He is the common Object. Their need
1s brought to Jesus only, and left with Him.

They listened; they knew His voice; they fol-
lowed. This listening is a sinner’s wisdom and
a sinner’s salvation. He is wise to be silent, for
he can say nothing for himself; he is saved by be-
ing silent, if he thus take occasion to listen to
Jesus. And such were all these. They listen ;
they know His voice; they follow. Some have a
quicker ear, others a more dull one. But no
matter. Their ears are opened to Hriwv.

They are not seen as linked together, but each
one gathered to Him. A wandering, free, un-
prescribed ministry we trace here : and the elect
are not seen as linked together, save in this
characteristic I have been noticing, that each and
all of them have an ear for the voice of that Shep-
herd who had entered by the door, who had come
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from the Father, doing His works, and speaking
His words.™

For in such a character as this, in grace, the
Lord enters ewvery scene in the early chapters of
this Gospel. This we may at once perceive. He
enters the place wherc Andrew and his compan-
ions go to Him, as the Lamb of God. He enters
on the spirit or on the solitude of Nathanaei, as
the One who was about to open heaven to him.
He enters on the thoughts of Nicodemus, as the
One whom the Father had sent for healing and
life. He enters the conscience of the Samaritan
woman as the Gift of God. He enters on the
impotent man at Bethesda as his immediate
Healer, working after the pattern of the Father.
He enters into the midst of the multitude in chap-
ter vi. as the sealed of the Father, fo give life to
the world. He enters on the guilt of the convic-
ted sinner as the Light of life. He enters on the
blindness of the beggar as the Light of the world.

Thus, entering by the door, as the Shepherd
of the sheep, He saves, and blesses, and quickens,
and refuses to do anything else. He will not be
a Judge or a King, nor will He display His power
or get Himself a name in the world. He came
from, and was declaring the Father. He was
“full of grace and truth,”’ and entering in upon
the flock, He entered only to bless.

But again I observe, He meets them in all con-
ditions, one here, and another there; one now,
and another then. A wandering, firee, unpre-

*The reader will bear in mind that the statement in the
text refers only to the early chapters of John’s Gospel.
In the Acts and Epistles we are taught that believers
should he gathered together. ‘‘ There is one body, and
one Spirit,”” down here on this carth. '

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)
1352 WORDS OF TRUTH.

scribed ministry we trace, and such only, in these
early. chapters of John. And He does not fold
them together in this Gospel. They enter by
Him,the door, and find salvation and pasture, and
aboundings of life; but it is *‘ one flock, and one
Shepherd.”” He does not put them again as in
the fold of Jerusalem. He does not encamp them
again around the tabernacle, or put them under
the shade of Lebanon.

But are they unsheltered ? Have they been
gathered to be exposed ¥ He goes on, in chap-
ter x. (where we have His own commentary upon
His own ministry) to satisfy this question. And
He tells us that, though the sheep had been gath-
ered after this free and broken manner, yet are
they gathered to a place of everlasting security.
They had been found in a world of apostasies, a
scene of infinite confusion, a trackless desert,
where death and darkness brooded, where all
foundations were out of course. The Lord had
found them, some in Samaria, some in Galilee,
some in Judea. But now, having gathered them,
He has everlasting rest and security for them.
They have come to Himself, and they shall find
that a place of strength, a fortress, a strong
tower, a munition of rocks which no malice of all
their enemies can ever touch. [t is His own
hand and the Father's hand. No place less than
that, folded there, if we please so to speak, a
flock kept in that hand, out of which none can
ever pluck them.

Great comfort, again [ say, in all this! for we
find ourselves in scenes of confusion and apostasy,
such as the ministry of the Lord in John’s Gospel
recognises. The work of Christ, by His Spirit
and His gospel, 1s desultory now as it was then.
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His elect are found everywhere; but they have an
ear to hear His voice, an ear nailed to His door-
post; round Himself they have gathered for sal-
vation, and pasture, and life in its aboundings,
and they are kept in the unassailable fortress of
His hand and the Father’s.

Well, let me add, if the Spirit lead us, through
the further teaching of the Epistles, to take our
place in the body of Christ, as here we see it In
the hand of Christ, T would not apprehend it
merely, but I would desire grace to enjoy the
calling that gives me to Him, who is the Head
over all things to the Church, and makes me of
the fulness of Him who filleth all in all. (Eph. i. 23.)

The Sareptan and the
Shunammite.

Reap 1 Kings xvii. 9-24. 2 Kings 1v. &-37,

T is a most profitable exercise for the heart to
trace, in the history of the people of God, th:
varied effects of divine discipline.  Whatso-

ever things were written aforetime, were written
for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”
(Rom. xv. 4.)

It is so very encouraging to observe that from
the beginning God has been dealing with ' men
of like passions’ with ourselves. For some-
how one 1s tempted at times to think that there
never was one, in all the ranks of God’s redeemed,
like me. But the Holy Ghost has, in perfect
grace and wisdom, left on record in the Scrip-
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tures such a variety of cases in some one of which
- we may recognise, as it were, a full-length
portrait of our very selves,

In the Sareptan and the Shunammitc we see
two women who were honoured by God in being
allowed to entertain respectively His prophets
Elijah and Elisha. But they furnish two very diff-
erent types of character. Indeed they exhibit as
striking:  a contrast in their spiritual history as
they do in their outward condition and circum-
stances.

In the first place, let us look at the Sareptan.
““ The word of the Lord came unto Elijah, say-
ing, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which be-
longeth to Zidon, and dwell there; behold, I have
commanded a woman there to sustain thee.”
(1 Kings xvii. 8, 9.)

This was a most remdrkable command, whether
we look at it in reference to Israel, to Elijah, or
to the poor Gentile widow.

As to Israel it spoke volumes. The Lord’s
prophet was allowed to be a debtor to the minis-
trations of a Gentile. This was indeed a striking
commentary upon Israel’s condition. Ages after-
wards, the bare reference to it in the synagogue
of Nazareth, cut the Jews to the heart, and filled
them with wrath. (Luke iv.}) It told the double
tale of their ruin, and of grace to the Gentiles.
It pointed forward to a period when drought and
sterility should prevail throughout the promised
land, and the Dayspring from on high should
visit the Gentiles.

Then, as to the prophet, it was like an emptying
from vessel to vessel. The ravens and the brook
Cherith had been ministering to his need ; but now
he must pass into other circumstances, and be a
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debtor to a poor Gentile widow. And what were
her resources? Gloomy enough in the judgment
of nature! Hear her own piteous tale: *‘As
the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a
cruse : and, behold, I am gathering two sticks,
that I may go in and dress it for me and my son,
that we may eat it, and die.”’

But faith looked beyond that almost empty
barrel and exhausted cruse to that liberal hand
which was able to fill both the one and the other.
Had Elijah been walking by the sight of his eyes,
his heart would have utterly failed him at the
prospect which met his view, ‘‘ when he came to
the gate of the city.”” But he knew in whom he
had believed, and was persuaded that the God of
Israel could feed him by the hand of a starving
widow of the Gentiles just as easily as by the in-
strumentality of ravens.

Finally, as to the Sareptan herself, she was in
the very best possible position to prove the reality
of that grace which was flowing beyond the en-
closure of Israel, to reach to those who were
““strangers and foreigners.”” But then we find
the blessing had to be forced upon her. She-
would rather not have it.  Her heart was not
prepared to prize the holy dignity which was
being conferred upon her. She would fain have
put it from her. She had to be ‘‘ compelled >’ to
taste of the fulness of divine love and mercy.
There was slowness of heart to commit herself to
the truth of the promise. Alas ! how like her
are we ! How tardy are we to open our mouths
wide ! How unwilling to lean on the promise of
(God, because we know so little of the God of the
promise !
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But not only was she unwilling to be a recipient
of divine grace; she was also unable to interpret
the voice of divine judgment. |

““ It came to pass, after these things, that the
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell
sick ; and his sickness was so sore, that there was
no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah,
What have 1 to do with thee, O thou man of God?
Art thou come unto me to call my sin tc remem-
brance, and to slay my son?

How little have we here of the dignity of a soul
in communion with God! How little of the calm
and holy subduedness of one passing through
divine discipline, in the secret of the divine pres-
ence !

““* What have 1 to do with thee?

This question exhibits the impatience and fret-
fulness of unsubdued nature. Terrible evils !

““ Art thou come unto me to call my sin to
remembrance? "’ |

All this argues a very low spiritual condition.
The object of divine discipline can only be under-
stood in the light of the divine presence, and if
that object be lost sight of the soul is in danger
of losing the ‘‘ profit’’ which such discipline is
designed to yield. *‘ No chastening for the pres-
ent seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; never-
theless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness.”’ Unto whom ? ** Unto them
which are exercised thereby.”” (Heb. xii. -2.)
There 1s far more depth in the words “‘afterward”’
and ‘‘ exercised 7 than the majority of us are
aware of.

The Sareptan seemed to think there could he
no other object in the Lord’s dealings than to
““bring her sin to remecmbrance.” Blessed be
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God ! the believer is privileged to know that God
““ has cast all his sins behind His back,”’ that
they are plunged in the waters of eternal forget-
fulness. Therefore, He can never do aught for
the purpose of bringing sins to remembrance. His
own peace-giving assurance is, ‘‘ Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more.’” (Heb. x. 17.)
Instead of seeing the sins of His people, God
sees only the blood of His own dear Son which
has blotted them out for ever. If their sins could
ever again come into God’s view, or into God’s
remembrance, it could only argue that the blood
of the cross was not sufficient to cancel them.

What, then, is the object of God’s discipline or
chastisement ? ‘‘ That we might be partakers
of His holiness.”” (Heb. xii. 10.) It is not for
the remembrance of sins which He has promised
to ‘“ rememher no more.”” Nor is it for the punish-
ment of sins which were all judged in the Per-
son of the sin-Bearer, on the cross. The object
1s stated to be, ‘“ That we might be partakers of
His holiness.’”” And again, ‘° When we are
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned with the world.”’ (1 Cor.
xi. 32.)

Thus 1t 1s neither 1o remember nor punish
sins : it is that we should not be condemned with
the world, but be partakers of the holiness of God.
It 1s well to be clear as to this, not only as it
respects our own spiritual history, but also that
we may avold a habit which many fall into, of
surmising evil in the case of any one who may be
passing in any way under the rod. There are
some who, the moment they see a Christian visited
with chastening, judge, lhke the Sareptan, that it
must needs be to bring sins to ‘‘ remembrance.”’
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This is a serious mistake, which we ought care-
fully to guard against.

In the case of the Sareptan, we may easily see,
from the effect of the discipline, what was the
object of it. She says, on receiving her son from
the dead, ‘‘ Now by this I know thou art a man
of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy
mouth is truth.”’ (1 Kings xvii. 24.} It was to
lead her into the knowledge of what she ought
to have known at a much earlier point in her
CAreer., '

How often is this the case with us ! How
much truth have we professed, which our souls
never knew experimentally until we were brought
into the deep waters of affliction, that we might
be chastened, disciplined, and exercised, under
the hand of ‘‘ the Father of spirits.”” (Heb. xi1. 9.)

And here let me say that the Shunammite be-
gan where the Sareptan left off,

““ Tt fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem,
where was a great woman; and she constrained
him to eat bread. And so it was, that, as oft as
he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.
And she said unto her husband, Behold, now, I
perceive that this is an holy man of God which
passeth by us continually.” (2 Kings iv. 8, 9.)

She recognised, at once, by the exercise of a
spiritual judgment, what the Sareptan had to be
taught by a heavy affliction. In a word, we have
in the Shunammite a pupil higher up in the school
of Christ than the Sareptan. Everything about
her bears the stamp of advanced scholarship.
She moves before the spiritual eye with a dignity,
an elevation, a moral grace, peculiar to those who
breathe the air of the inner sanctuary.

It is not, by any means, that the grace which
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1"

visited the ‘‘ great woman ' of Shunem was a
whit brighter or richer than that which had
reached the ¢ widow woman’’ of Sarepta. Quite
the contrary. The grace which could travel out
to an alien of the Gentiles, was ever richer than
that which acted within the enclosures of Israel.

But the difference in these two wornen was not
merely a difference of circumstances. True, the
Sareptan was a poor widow, who had to stand,
with anxious mind and troubled heart, over a
*“ handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil 1n a
cruse,’”’ and by her thrifty plans, to make the trifle
o as far as possible. Whereas the Shunammite
was ‘‘a great woman,’’ surrounded with abun-
dance. |

Again, the prophet had to constrain the Sarep-
tan to give him bread; the Shunammite had to
constrain the prophet to take it. These, no
doubt, are points of difference; but they are only
circumstantial, and not personal. The real dif-
ference lay not in the condition but in the com-
munionr ; and this difference is apparent in every
movement of the Shunammite. |

She has a want which neither ‘¢ the king ’’ nor
““the captain of the host’ can supply. She
ardently longs to know the quickening power of
the God of resurrection. She sighs to occupy
the same ground with the Sarahs and the Hannahs
of former generations. She desires to behold
the Living God, travelling in the greatness of His
strength, and in her case triumphing over all the
weakness and death of nature. She longs to
bask in the brightest beams of the divine glory,
to have communion with the deepest truth, to
tread the highest walks in the divine life.

Such were the aspirations of the Shunammite,
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She was not, like the Sareptan, comtemplating
death, standing at the other side of an exhausted
barrel and cruse; she rather saw the God of
resurrection, at the other side of nature’s death
and barrenness. Her faith expected ° great
things ’’ from the Living God; and she was not
disappointed. She was allowed to ‘‘ cmbrace a
son.’”” She was permitted to experience, in her
own person, ‘‘the power of resurrection.”” With
her, it was not the God of Providence filling the
barrel, but the God of resurrcction quickening
the dead.

Then again mark her, as she bows her head n
the presence of the divine visitation. Instead of
having, like the Sareptan, to go down into the
depths to get her knowledge, she carrics her know-
ledge into the depths, and, as a consequence, she
gets deeper knowledge still. The Sareptan stood in
the presence of death, knowing nothing of resur-
rection. The Shunammite,in the power of resur-
rection, was enabled to walk as a conqueror
through the circumstances of death. (Comp. Phil.
iii. 10.) She was enabled to lay her dead son
where she had already laid her dead body, even
at the feet of the God of resurrection, who, she
knew, could quicken the one as well as the other.

Can any one fail to see the difference? Alas'!
it is to be feared that too many of us know but
little of this. Too many of us are satisfied with
the low ground of the Sareptan, instead of earn-
estly breathing after the elevated ground of the
Shunammite. We count ourselves happy if we
find the barrel and cruse replenished by a liberal
Providence, and fail to seek after that deeper
character of fellowship which flows from a view
of God that raiseth the dead. Truly sweet are
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the providential mercies of our God; but surely
there is something higher far than these. There
is communion with Himself. And where is this
to be tasted? At the other side of death. It does
not need the power of resurrection to replenish a
barrel and cruse; but it does to quicken a dead
body, and raise a dead son.

Obviously, therefore, the Shunammite stood on
loftier ground than the Sareptan. Subjects of
grace they both assuredly were; but though the
subjects of the same grace, their communion was
very different. To the Sareptan death was
bringing her sin to remembrance. To the Shu-
nammite, death was only furnishing a sphere in
which the God of resurrection might show Him-
self. The Sareptan said to the man of God,
““ What have I to do with thee?’ The Shu-
nammite would not have ‘‘ to do’’ with any one
else.

Thus much as to the difference between these
honoured women, when passing through similar
circumstances. But then the Shunammite leaves
the Sareptan far behind. The former was carried,
by the pinions of a more vigorous faith, into
regions which the latter could not reach. She
moved in a far higher sphere of communion. The
spiritual world has its spheres, as well as the
natural or the social world; and the sphere in
which we move will depend upon the measure of
our communion; and our communion will be
according to our faith.

Now, the Shunammite seems to have moved
in the very highest spiritual circie. Her know-
ledge of God and His ways was profound. She
was in possession of a secret which she could not
communicate, either to her husband or to the
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official Gehazi. Neither the one nor the other
could have understood her. She had shut the
door upon her dead son, and turned her back
upon the dark chamber of death, as much as to
say that no one could or ought to enter there
save the God of resurrection. She just wrote
upon a cheque the amount of her need, and took
it to Jehovah to sign it. Did He refuse? Did
He complain of the amount? Oh! no; the faith
of this noble woman was bringing Him into a
scene where, above all others, the beams of His
glory could shine in all their lustre. He could
fill a dark chamber with beams of light, and a
silent chamber with the activities of life. This
was glorious work, and faith knew that God
could do 1t ‘It shall be well,”” and “‘ It 1s well,”’
said the Shunammite; for her whole soul was filled
with the assurance that the beloved object which
she had just left in the chamber of death would
be raised by the God of resurrection.

And she was not disappointed. *‘‘ Then she
went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself
to the ground, and took up her son, and went
out.”” When the God of resurrection had bheen
t ere as a Worker, she could go in as a wor-
shipper. ‘

Christian reader, let us learn from this Shu-
nammite to seek a closer, more continual walk
- with God.

Resurrection |is] the glorious interpreier of
God’s ways and purposes, and the full and eternal
witness of His love and power.

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

Two Points of Practical
Christianity.

RACTICAL Christianity may be said to con-

P sist of two things: (1) In nourishing the

new life through occupation with Christ.

(2) In judging the old, on which God has put the

sentence of death in the most awfully solemn
manner, 1 the cross.

But some may ask, ‘ How are we to watch
against its rising, and judge 1t? >’ The apostle
answers, ** This I say then, Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”
(Gal. v. 16.) We have no power agalnst nature
but in the Holy Spirit, and in the assurance, hy
faith, that the flesh 1s a crucified thing in God’s
sight, and done with for ever.

It was on the cross that our old man was cru-
cified ; there it was nailed to the tree, and made
a full end of. We have to believe this, and walk
in the power and liberty which faith gives. DBy
the cross we get rid of that which is ours. In
resurrection we are put in possesston of that
which is Christ’s. Not a particle of the old crea-
tion shall ever be found in the new. |

The apostle gives us a tull statement of this
blessed truth, as in his own case. ‘1 am cruci-
fied with Christ,”” he says; ‘‘ nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”’ (Gal. 1. 20.)
Here he speaks of himself in one point of view,
as dead; and in another, as alive. How
can this be understood ? By faith only. He
speaks of two “ I’s’’; the old “‘I,”” or self as
slain, or crucified. The new ‘‘I’ as his new
life, Christ in him. The first he treats as dead,
and for ever done with; the second, as his only
life now : *“ Christ liveth in me."’
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The practical effect”of this truth, when be-
lieved, is immense. Self, wretched self, which
is the end and object of the natural man, in all he
does, is gone, gone, I mean, to faith. Christ
enters and takes the place of self. *° For me to
live is Christ,”’ 1s to have Christ, not self, for my
end and object Christ, not self, is the spring now.

We know, of course, that Paul had his natural
life here below, the life he ever had as a man;
but the life which he lived was a wholly new one,
Christ in ham : ** The life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave Himself for me.”’

All this 1s as true now, in principle, of every
Christian, as it was of the apostle though
it may not be so brightly manifested.
There must Arst be faith in the truth; then a life
answering to the strength which that faith gives.
However, it is plainly written, ‘‘ They that are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affec-
tions and lusts” (Gal. v. 24). Not, observe, are
crucifying it but have crucified it.

But of whom i1s this great truth stated ? Of
highly "advanced Christians ? No, simply of
““ they that are Christ’s.”” It 1s as true of the
babe, as of the voung man, or the father in
Christ.© What was it that needed crucifying on
the cross ? Something that belonged to Christ,
or to me ? It was the old and evil *“1°’ that
needed to be slain, nailed to the tree. And that
was done in Christ, for ever blessed be His name !
Oh! to believe it; to keep self where the cross
has put it; to walk in the liberty and power of the
Holy Spirit, and be only and always occupied
with the risen and glorified Christ.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words

of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10},

Q Iy

“1 will Guide Thee with Mine
Eye.”

HERE gre three special characters of bless-
ing mentioned in the Psalms,

1. First, that which we get at the very
opening of them : ‘* Blessed is the man that walk-
eth not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of
the scornful. But his delight is in the law of
Jehovah ; and in His law doth he meditate day
and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by
the rivers of water,”” etc. (Ps. 1.) It is here a
contrast between the ungodly and Christ, the
righteous Man.

2. In Psalm cxix. we go a little farther. This
psalm speaks of one’s having wandered, and of
being restored. It is here, ‘‘ Blessed are the un-
defiled in the way, who walk in the law of Jeho-

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

- 1406 WORDS OF TRUTH.

vah.”” It speaks here of one who bas the word
~of God, delights in it, looks to it, and seeks to Le
guided by 1t; still the blessednesg is not so abso-
lute {ve. 67, 71, 176.) '

3. In Psalm xxxii. we get the blessedness
of, and God’s dealings with, the sinner whose
transgressions are removed. ‘‘Blessed i1s he
~whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered [not who has not transgressed, who has
not sinned]|. Blessed is the man unto whom
Jehovah imputeth not iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no guile’ (that is, the restored
soul). -
It is important to notice the work of the Spirit
of God, in the process through which the soul is
‘going here (as it says, ‘‘Thy hand was heavy upon
me ’’), God’s dealings with the soul that does not
submit itseif entirely, in bringing it down into
full subjection and confession. ‘‘ When I kept
silence my bones waxed old through my roaring
all the day long. For day and night Thy hand
was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into
the drought of summer. I acknowledged my sin
unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 1
said, I will confess my transgressions unto
Jehovah ; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin.”’ ('vv 2—5.)

This 1s always true, if the Lord’s hand is upon
a man, until he recognizes the evil hefore God ;
and then there is forgiveness of the iniquity. It
is very important that we should distinguish the
government of God towards our souls in forgive-
ness. Until there is confession of sin, and not
merely of a sin, there is no forgiveness.

We find David, when he was confessing his
sin in Psalm li., saving, ‘* Behold I was shapen

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

‘4 WILL GUIDE THEE WITH MINE EYE. — 147

in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother conceive
~me.’’ etc. ; not merely, ‘I have done this partic-
ular evil ;”’ that he does in verses 1—4 ; but he
recognizes the root and principle of sin. o

When our hearts are brought to recognize God’s
hand, it is not merely then a question of what par-
ticular sin, or of what particular iniquity, may
need forgivenness ; God has brought down the
soul, through the working of His Spirit on it, to
detect the principle of sin, and so there is confess-
ion of that, and not merely of a particular sin.
There is then positive restoration of soul. |

Now this is a much deeper thing in its
practical consequences, and the Lord’s dealings
thereon, than we are apt to suppose. Freed from
the bondage of things which hindered its inter-
course with God, the soul learns to lean upon God,
instead of upon those things which, so to speak,
had taken the place of God. ‘' For this shall
egvery one that 1s godly pray unto Thee in a time -
when Thou mayest be found : surely in the Poods
of great waters they shall not come nigh unto
him. Thou art my hiding place ; Thou shalt pre-
serve me from trouble ; Thou shalt compass me
about with songs of deliverance.” (vv. 6, 7.}
There is its confidence.

And then follows what more especially is the
object of this paper : ‘‘ I will instruct thee and
teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: 1.
will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the
horse, or as the mule, which have no understand- -
ing : whose mouth must be held in with bit and
bridle lest they come near unto thee.” (vv. 8§, 9.}

Now, we arc often like the horse, or the mule,
every one of us; and this because our souls have
not been ploughed up. When there is anything
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in which the will of man is at work, the Lord deals
with us, as with the horse or the mule, holding
us in. When every part of the heart is in con-
tact with Himself, He guides us with His ** eye.”
““ The light of the body is the eye : therefore when
thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of
light ; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also
- is full of darkness. Take heed therefore that the
light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy
whole body therefore be full of light, having no
part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when
the bright shining of a candle doth give thee
light.”’ (Luke xi. 34—36.)

When there is anything wherein the eye is not
single, so long as this is the case, there is not free
intercourse in heart and affections with God ; and
the consequence is, our will not being subdued,
we are not led simply of God. When the heart
1 in a right state, the whole body is *‘ full of
light,”’ and there is the quick perception of the.
will of God. He just teaches us by His ‘‘ eye ”’
all He wishes, and produces in us ‘‘ quickness of
understanding in the fear of Jehovah,”’ hearts
without any objects, save the will and glory of
(od. And that is just what Christ was ; *‘ Lo,
I come (in the volume of the book it is written
of me), I delight to do Thy will, O my God ; yea,
Thy law is within my heart.” (Ps. xi. 7, 8; Heb.
x. T7.) When there is this, it may be bitter and
painful as to the circumstances of the path, but
there is in it the joy of obedience as obedience.
There is always joy, and the consequence God
guiding us by His eye,

Before anything can be done, if we have not this
certainty, before we enter upon any particular
service, we should seek to get it, judging our own
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hearts as to what may be hindering. Suppose
I set about doing a thing, and meet with difti-
culties, I shall begin to get uncertain, as to
whether it 1s God’s mind, or not ; and hence,
there will be feebleness and discouragement. But
on the other hand, if acting in the intelligence of
God’s mind in communion, I shall be ‘“ more than
conqueror,’’ whatever may meet me by the way.
(Rom. viii. 37.) And note, here, not only does
the power of faith remove mountains; but the
Lord deals morally, and will not let me find out
His way, unless there be in me the spirit of
obedience. What would 1t avail ? Unless in-
deed God should provide for His own dishonour.

““If any man will do [wills to do] His will,”
says our Lord,'‘ he shall know of the doctiine,
whether it be of God, or whether 1 speak of my-
self.”” (John wvii. 17.) This is precisely the
obedience of faith. The heart must be in the
condition of obedience, as Christ’s was, ‘‘ Lo, I
come,’’ etc. The apostle speaks to the Colossians
of being ‘' filled with the knowledge if His will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.’” (Col.
i. 9.) Here it is quickness of understanding in
the {ear of the Lord, the condition of a man’s own
soul, though his spirit of mind will be necess-
arily shewn in outward acts, when that will 1s set
before him ; as Paul goes on to say, ‘' that ye
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful unto every good work, and increas-

kY

ing in the knowledge of God.”" (Col. 1. 10.)

FHere then is the blessed, joyful state of being
guided by God’s ‘““eye.” ‘‘1 have meat to eat,’”
says our Lord to the disciples, ‘‘ that ye know not
of.”” And what was that meat ? ‘‘ My meat is
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do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His
work.” (John. iv.)

The Lord guides, or rather controls, us in
another way by providential circumstances, so
‘that we may not go wrong, even though we are
those which have no understanding. And thank-
ful we ought to be that He does so. But it is
only as the horse or the mule. Your wills being
subject to mine, He says, ‘‘ 1 will guide you with
mine eye ’—but, if you are not subject, I must
keep you in with ‘‘bit and bridle.”” This 1is
evidently a very different thing. -

May our hearts be led to desire to know and to
do God’s will. It will then be not so much a
question of what that will i1s, but of knowing and
doing God’s will. And then we shall have the
certain and blessed knowledge of being guided by
His *‘ eye.”’

There i1s all this government of God with those
whose transgression “is forgiven, whose sin is
covered, unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile ;
whose whole dependence i1s upon Him, and who
feel they are sure to go wrong if not guided by
Himself.

There is a guidance with knowledge, and there
is also guidance without knowledge. The former
1s our blessed privilege ; but it may be the latter
is needed to humble us.

In Christ there was everything exactly accord-
ing to God. In a certain sense He had no char-
acter. When [ look at Him, what do I see ?
A constant, never-failing, life-manifestation of
obedience. He goes up to Bethany just when He
is to go up, regardless of the fears of the dis-
ciples ; He abides two days still in the same
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place where He is, after He has heard that
Lazarus is sick. (John x1.) He 1s nothing but to
do all, to accomplish all, for the glory of God.
One man is tender and soft ; in another firmness
and decision predominate. There is great diver-
sity of character among men. You do not see
that in Christ at all ; there i1s no unevenness ;
every faculty in His humanity obeyed, and was the
instrument of the impulse the divine will gave
to it. |

Divine life has to be guided in a vessel that
has constantly to be kept down. Thus even for
the apostles the command not to go into Bithynia
was not guidance by the Spirit of the highest sort.
(Acts xvi. 7.) It was blessed guidance, yet not
the highest character of guidance an apostle knew.
It was more like the government of the horse or
the mule, not so much the intelligence of God’s
mind in communion.

A vast quantity of the guidance of the Spirit
is just what we get in Colossians i. 9—]11 to those
in communion with God. There we find the in-
dividual to be ‘‘ filled with the knowledge of His
will.””  The Holy Ghost guides into the know-
ledge of the divine will, and there is no occasion
even to pray about it. If I have spiritual under-
standing about a given thing, it may be the result
of a great deal of previous prayer, and not necess-
arily of the things having been prayed about at
the time. One has often had to pray about a
thing, because not in communion. I may have
my mind exercised about that to-day, honestly,
truly, graciously exercised, which, five years
hence, it might be, I should not have a doubt
about. When God 1s using us, if we have lost
ourselves, He may put it into our hearts to go
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here, or to go there ; then God is positively guid-
ing us. But this assumes a person walking with
God, and that diligently ; it assumes death to self.
If we are walking humbly, God will guide us.

I may be in a certain place, and there have one
say to me, ‘* Will you go to ?”’ (naming
some other place). Now, if I have not the mind
of God as to my going or otherwise, I shall have
to pray for guidance ; but this, of course, assumes
that I am not walking in the knowledge of God’s
mind. [ may have motives pulling me one way
or the other, and clouding my spiritual judgment.

The Lord, when the disciples speak of the Jews
having of late sought to stone Him, and ask,
““ Goest Thou thither again ?”’ replies, ‘‘ Are
there not twelve hours in the day ? If any man
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he
seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk
in the night, he stumbleth, because there 1s no
light in him.”” (John xi.) This is just an applica-
tion” of the simple fact that,'if walking in the
- night, I must be on the look out for stones, lest
I stumble over them. So Paul prays for the
Philippians, that their love might abound yet
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;
that they might approve things that are excellent
[try things that differ] ; that they might be sincere
and without offence till the day of Christ, without
a single stumble all the way along. (Phil. i.)

Many speak of providence as a guide. Prov-
idence does sometimes control, but it never,
properly - speaking, guides us ; it guides things.

All we get of this guidance of providence is
very blessed ; but it is not guidance by the Spirit
of God, not guidance by the ‘‘ eve ’ of God, but
rather by ‘““ bit and bridle.”’
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The Paschal Feast.

SRAEL, saved by the blood, was one thing ;
and Israel, feeding on the lamb, was quite
another. They were saved only by the blood;

but the object round which they were gathered
was, manifestly, the roasted lamb. This is not,
by any means, a distinction without a difference.
The blood of the lamb forms the foundation both
of our connexion with God, and our connexiomn
with one another. It is as those who washed in
that blood, that we are introduced to God and to
one another. Apart from the perfect atonement
of Christ, there could obviously be no fellowship
either with God or His assembly. Christ is our
centre. Having found peace, through His blood,
we own Him as our grand gathering-point and
connecting-link. ‘‘* Where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there am I in
the midst of them.”’ (Matt. xviii. 20.) The Holy
Ghost is the only Gatherer ; Christ Himself is
the only object to which we are gathered ; and
our assembly, when thus convened, is to be char-
acterized by holiness and truth, so that the Lord
our God may dwell among us. The Holy Ghost
can only gather to Christ. He cannot gather to a
system, a name, a doctrine, or an ordinance. He
gathers to a Person, and that person is Christ.
This must stamp a peculiar character on God’s
assembly. Men may associate on any ground,
round any centre, for any object they please ; but
when the Holy Ghost associates, it is on the
ground of accomplished redemption, around the
Person of Christ, in order to form a holy dwelling-
place for God. (1 Cor. 1ii. 16, 17 ; vi. 19 ; Eph.
. 21, 22 ; 1 Peter 4, 5.)
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Let us look at the principles brought before us
in the paschal feast. (Exod. xii.) The assembly
of Israel, as under the cover of the blood, was to
be ordered by Jehovah in a manner worthy of
Himself. In the matter of safety from judg-
ment, as we have already seen, nothing was
needed but the blood ; but in the fellowship which
flowed out of this safety, other things were
needed which could not be neglected with im-
punity.

1. And first, then, we read, ‘ They shall eat
the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and un-
leavened bread ; and with bitter herbs they shali
eat it. Kat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with
water, but roast with fire ; his head with his legs,
and with the purtenance thereof.” (vv. 8, 9.)
‘The lamb, round which the congregation was
assembled, and on which it feasted, was a roasted
lamb—a lamb which had undergone the action of
fire. In this we see ‘‘ Christ our passover ’’ pre-
senting Himself to the action of fire of divine
holiness and judgment which found in Him a
. perfect material.

2. ' Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with
water.”” Had it been eaten ‘thus, there '‘would
have been no expression of the great truth which
it was the divine purpose to shadow forth ;
namely, that our paschal Lamb was to endure,
on the cross, the fire of Jehovah's righteous
wrath—a truth of infinite preciousness to the soul.
We are not merely under the eternal shelter of
the blood of the Lamb, but we feed, by faith,
upon the Person of the Lamb. Many of us come
short here. We are apt to rest satisfied with be-
ing saved by what Christ has done for us, without
cultivating holy communion with Himself. His
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loving heart could never be satisfied with this.
He has brought us nigh to Himself, that we
might enjoy Him, that we might feed on Him,
and delight in Him. He presents Himself to us
as the One who has endured, to the uttermost,
the intense fire of the wrath of God, that He may,
in this wondrous character, be the food of our
ransomed souls.

3. But how was this lamb to be eaten ? ' With
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.’”’ Leaven is
invariably used throughout Scripture as emblem-
atical of evil. Neither in the Old nor in the New
Testament is it ever used to set forth anything
pure, holy, or good. Thus, in this chapter, *‘ the
feast of unleavened bread ’’ is the type of that
practical separation from evil which is the proper
result of being washed from our sins in the blood
of the Lamb, and the proper accompaniment of
communion with His sufferings. Nought but
perfectly unleavened hbread could at all comport
with a roasted lamb. A single particle of that
which was the marked type of evil, would have
destroyved the moral character of the entire ordi-
nance. How could we connect any species of
evil with our fellowship with a suffering Christ ?
Impossible. All who enter, by the power of the
Holy Ghost, into the meaning of the cross will,
assuredly, by the same power, put away leaven
from all their borders. ‘‘ For levén Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the
leaven of malice and® wickedness ; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”” (1 Cor.
v.v. T, 8.} The feast spoken of in this passage is
that which, in the life and conduct of the Church,
corresponds with the feast of unleavened bread.
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This latter Jasted ‘“ seven days ’’; and the Church
collectively, and the believer individually, are
called to walk in practical holiness, during the
‘seven days, or entire period, of their course here
below ; and this, moreover, as the direct result of
being washed in the blood, and having com-
munion with the sufferings of Christ.

Blessed be God, we know that nothing can ever
snap asunder the link which binds the true be-
liever to Him. We are ‘‘ saved in the lLord,”
not with a temporary or conditional, but ‘‘ with
an everlasting salvation.”” But then salvation
and communion are not the same thing. Many
are saved who do not know it ; and many, also,
who do not enjoy it. It is quite impossible that
I can enjoy a blood-stained lintel if I have leav-
ened borders. This is an axiom of divine life.
May it be written on our hearts. Practical
holiness, though not the basis of our salvation,
is intimately connected with our enjoyment
thereof. An Isrealite was not saved by unleavened
bread, but by the blood ; and yet leaven would
have cut him off from communion. And as to
the Christian, he is not saved by his practical
holiness, but by the blood ; but if he indulges in
evil, in thought, word, or deed, he will have no
true enjoyment or salvation, and no true com-
munion with the Person of the Lamb.

This, I cannot doubt, is the secret of much of
the spiritual barrenness and lack of settled peace
which one finds among the children of God. They
are not cultivating holiness ; they are not keéping
‘“ the feast of unleavened bread.’” The blood is
on the lintel, but the leaven within their borders
keeps them from enjoying the security which the
blood provides. The allowance of evil destroys
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our fellowship, though it does not break the link
which binds our souls eternally to God. 'lhose
who belong to God’s assembly must be holy.
They have not only been delivered from the guilt
and consequences of sin, but also from the practice
of it, the power of it, and the love of it. The
very fact of being delivered by the blood of the
paschal lamb, rendered Israel responsible to put
away leaven {rom all their quarters. They could
not say, in the frightful language of the antinom-
ian, ‘‘ Now that we are delivered, we may conduct
ourselves as we please.”’. By no means. If they
were saved Dy grace, they were saved to holiness.
The soul that can take occasion, from the free-
dom of divine grace, and the completeness of the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, to ‘‘ continue
in sin,”’ proves very distinctly that he under-
stands neither the one nor the other.

4. We may perceive equal significancy and
moral propriety in that which was to accompany
the unleavened bread, namely, the * bitter herbs.”’
We cannot enjoy communion with the sufferings
of Christ without remembering what it was which
rendered those sufferings needful, and this re-
membrance must necessarily produce a chastened
and subdued tone of spirit, which is aptly ex-
pressed by the bitter herbs in the paschal feast.
If the roasted lamb expressed Christ’s endurance
of the wrath of God in His own Person on the
cross, the bitter herbs express the believer’s recog-
nition of the truth that He ‘‘‘suffered for us.”’
‘“ The chastisement of our peace was upon Him ;
and with His stripes we are healed.”” (Isaiah
liii. 5.)

Is there not a deep joy for the soul in the
consciousness that Christ has borne our sins ;
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that He has fully drained, on our behalf, the cup
of God’s righteous wrath ? Unquestionably. This
is the solid foundation of all our joy. But can
we ever forget that it was for ‘‘our sins’’ He
suffered ? Can we ever lose sight of the soul-
subduing truth that the blessed Lamb of God
bowed His head beneath the weight of our trans-
gressions ? Surely not. We must eat our lamb
with bitter herbs, which, be it remembered, do
not set forth the tears of a worthless and shallow
sentimentality, but the deep and real experiences
of a soul that enters, with spiritual intelligence
and power, into the meaning and into the practical
effect of the cross. In contemplating the cross,
we find in it that which cancels all our guilt. This
imparts sweet peace and joy. But we find in it
also the complete setting aside of nature, the
crucifixion of ‘‘ the flesh,”’ the death of ‘‘ the old
man.’’ {See Rom. vi. 6 ; Gal. 1i. 20 ; vi.14 ; Col.
it. 11.)

5. ‘“ And ye shall let nothing of it remain until
the morning ; and that which remaineth of it
until the morning ye shall burn with fire.’’
(v. 10.)} In this command, we are taught that the
communion of the congregation was in no wise
to be separated from the sacrifice on which the
communion was founded. The heart must ever
cherish the vivid remembrance that all true fellow-
ship is inseparably connected with accomplished
must be founded upon, and inseparable linked
redemption. |

To think of having communion with Geod, on
any other ground is to imagine that He could
have fellowship with our evil; and to think of fel-
lowship with man, on any other ground, is but
to form an unholy club, from which nothing could
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issue but confusion and iniquity. In a word, all
must be founded upon, and inseparably linked
with, the blood. |

What a beauteous picture, then, we have in the
blood-sheltered assembly of Israel feeding peace-
fully on the roasted lamb, with unleavened bread.
and bitter herbs ! No fear of judgment, no fear
of the wrath of Jehovah, no fear of the terrible
hurricane of righteous vengeance which was
sweeping vehemently over the land of Egypt at
the midnight hour. All was profound peace with-
in the blood-stained lintel. They had no need to
fear anything from without ; and nothing within
could trouble them, save leaven, which would have
proved a death-blow to all their peace and blessed-
ness. | -

6. ‘“ And thus shall ye eat it ; with your loins
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff
in your hand ; and ye shall eat it in haste ; it is
the Lord’s passover.”” (v. 11.) They were to eat
it as a people prepared to leave behind them the
land of death and darkness, wrath and judgment,
to move onward toward the land of promise, their
destined inheritance. The blood which had pre-
served them from the fate of Egypt's first-born
was also the foundation of their deliverance from
Egypt’s bondage ; and they were now to set out,
and walk with God toward the land that flowed
with milk and honey. Free, they had not yet"
crossed the Red Sea ; they had not yet gone the.
‘“ three days’ journey.”” Still they were, in prin-
ciple, a redeemed people, a separated people, a
pilgrim people, an expectant people, a dependent
people ; and their entire habit was to be in keep-
ing with their present position and future destiny..
The girded loins bespoke intense separation from
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all around them, together with a readiness to
serve. The shod feet declared their prepaned-
ness to leave that scene ; while the staff was the
expressive emblem of a pilgrim people, in the at-
titude of leaning on something outside themselves.
Precious characteristics ! Would that they were
more exhibited by every member of God’s re-
deemed family. =

7. In the institution of the passover Israel’s
unity was also clearly set forth. ‘‘ In one house
shall it be eaten ; thou shalt not carry forth ought
of the flesh abroad out of the house ; neither shall
ye break a bone thereof.”’ (v. 46.) Here is as fair
and beauteous a type as we could have of the
‘ one body and one Spirit.”” The Church of God
is one. God sees it as such, maintains it as such,
and will manifest it as such, in the view of angels,
men and devils, notwithstanding all that has been
done to interfere with that hallowed unity.

Blessed be God, the unity of His Church is as
much in His keeping as is her justification, ac-
ceptance, and eternal security. ‘‘ He keepeth ali
his bones, not one of them is broken.”’ (Psalm
XXXIV. 26.) And again :*“ A bone of Him shall
not be broken.”’ (John xix. 36.) Despite the
rudeness and hard-heartedness of Rome’s soldiers,
and despite all the hostile influences which have
been set to work from age to age, the body of
Christ is one, and its divine unity can never he
broken. ‘‘ There is one body and one Spirit,”’;
-and that, moreover, down here on this very earth,

Happy are they who have faith to recognize
this precious truth, and faithfulness to carry it
out, in these last days, notwithstanding the *
-almost insuperable difficulties which attend upon
:their profession and their practice !
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth”’ (Eccles. xii. 10}.

Qo iy

The Camp and the Cloud.
| 5 MORE lovely picture of absolute dependence

upon divine guidance, and -subjection there-
to, it were impossible to conceive than that
presented in the following paragraph. |
' And on the day that the tabernacle was reared
up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the
tent of testimony: and at even there was upon the
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until
the morning. So it was alway: the cloud covered
it by day, and the appearance of fire by night. And
when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle,
then after that the children of Israel journeyed:
and in the place where the cloud abode, there the
children of Israel pitched their tents. At the
commandment of the Lorp the children of Israel
Jjourneyed, and at the commandment of the Lorn
they pitched: as long as the cloud abode upon the.
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tabernacle they rested in their tents. And when
the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many
days, then the children of Israel kept the charge
of the Lorp, and journeyed not. And so it was,
when the cloud was a few days upon the taber-
nacle ; according to the commandment of the Lord
they abode in their tents, and according to the
commandment of the Lorp they journeyed. And
so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto
the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in
the morning, then they journeyed; whether it
was by day or by night that the cloud was taken
up, they journeyed. Or whether it were two days,
or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon
the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of
Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not;
but when it was taken up, they journeyed. At ihe
commandment of the LORD they rested in the
tents,. and at the commandment of the Lord
they journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lorb,
at the commandment of the LOrD by the hand of
Moses.”” (Num. ix. 15-23.)

There was not a footprint nor a landmark
throughout that ‘‘great and terrible wilderness.’
It was therefore useless to look for any guidance
from those who had gone before. They were
wholly cast upon God for every step of the way.
They were in a position of constant waiting upon
Him. This, to an unsubdued mind, an unbroken
will, would be intolerable ; but to a soul knowing
loving, confiding, and dellghtmg in God, nothlng
could be more deeply blessed.

Here lies the real gist of the whole matter. Is
God known, loved, and trusted? If He is, the
heart will delight in the most absolute dependent‘e
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upon Him. If not, such dependence would be
perfectly insufferable. The unrenewed man loves
to think himself independent, loves to fancy him=
self free, loves to believe that he may do what he
likes, go where he likes, say what he likes. ’

~ Alas! it is the merest delusion. Man is not free.
He is the slave of Satan. It 1s now well nigh
six thousand years since he sold himself into the
hands of that great spiritual slave-holder, who
has held him ever since, and who holds him stil}.
Yes, Satan holds the natural man, the unconverted,
unrepentant man, in terrible bondage. He has
him bound hand and foot with chains and fetters,
which are not seen in their true character, because
of the gilding wherewith he has so artfully covered
them. Satan rules man by means of his lusts,
his passion$, and his pleasures. He forms lusts
in the heart, and then gratifies them with the
things that are in the world; and man vainly
imagines himself free because he can gratify his
desires. But it is a melancholy delusion; and
sooner or later it will be found to be such. There
is no freedom save that with which Christ makes.
His people free. He it is who says, ‘‘ Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’’
And again, ‘‘ If the Son shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed.”” (John viii. 32, 36.)

Here is true liberty. It is the liberty which the
new nature finds in walking in the Spirit, and
doing those things that are pleasing in the sight
of God. ‘‘The service of the Lord is perfect
freedom.’’ But this service, in all its departments,
involves the most simple dependence upon the
living God. |

Thus it was with the only verily perfect Ser-
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vant that ever trod this earth. He was ever de-
pendent. Every movement, every act, every word,
all that He did, all that He left undone was thf,
fruit of the most absolute dependence upon God,
and subjection to Him. He moved when God
would have Him move, and He ‘stood still when
God would have Him stand. He spoke when God
would have Him speak, and He was silent when
God would have Him silent. Such was Jesus
when He lived in this world ; and we, as partakers
of His nature, His life, and as having His Spirit
dwelling in us, are called to walk in His steps,
and live a life of simple dependence upon God from
day to day.

Of this life of dependence, in one special phase
of it, we have a graphic and beautiful type at the
close of our chapter. The Israel of God, the camp
in the desert, that pilgrim host, followed the move-
ment of the cloud. They had to look up for guid-
ance. This is man’s proper work. He was made
to turn his countenance upward, in contrast with
the brute, who is formed to look downward.*
Israel could form no plans. They could not say,
““ To-morrow we shall go to such a place.”” They
were entirely dependent upon the movement of
the cloud.

- Thus it was with Israel, and thus it should be
with us. We are passing through a trackless
desert, a moral wilderness. There is absolutely no
way. We should not know how to walk, or where
to go, were it not for that one most precious, most
deep, most comprehensive sentence which fell {rom
the lips of our blessed Lord, ‘I am THE wav."”
Here is divine, infallible guidance. We are to

" * The Greek word for man (anthropos) mgmﬁes to turn the
face upwards.
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follow Him. ‘1 am the light of the world; he
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life.”” (John wviii. 12.) This
is living guidance. It is not acting according to
the letter of certain rules and regulations: it is
following a living Christ; walking as He walked;
doing as He did; imitating His example in all
things. . This is Christian movement, Christian
action. It is keeping the eye fixed on Jesus, and
having the features, traits, and lineaments of His
character imprinted on our new nature, and re-
flected back or reproduced in our daily life and
ways. -

Now, this will assuredly involve the surrender
of our own will, pur own plans, our own manage-
ment altogether. We must follow the cloud; we
must wait ever, wailt only, upon God. We can-
not say, ‘‘ We shall go here or there; do this or
that, to-morrow, or next week.’’ All our move-
ments must be placed under the regulating power
of that one commanding sentence (often, alas!
lightly penned and uttered by us), ‘‘ If the Lord
will.””  (James iv. 15.)

Oh, that we better understood all this! Would
that we knew more pefectly the meaning of divine
guidance. How often do we vainly imagine, and
confidently assert, that the cloud is moving in
that very direction which suits the bent of our own
inclination ! We want to do a certain thing, or
make a certain movement, and we seek to per-
suade ourselves that our will is the will of God.
Thus, instead of being divinely guided, we are self-
deceived. Qur will is unbroken, and hence we
cannot be guided aright; for the real secret of
being rightly guided, guided of God, is to have
our own will thoroughly subdued.. ‘‘ The meck
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will He guide in judgment, and the meek will e
teach His way.”” (Ps. xxv. 9.) And again, ' 1
will guide thee with mine eye.” {Ps. xxxii. 2.}

But let us ponder the admonition: ‘‘ Be ye not
as the horse, or as the mule, which have no under-
standing ; whose mouth must be held in with bit
and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.”” (Ps.
xxxil. 9.) If the countenance be turned upwards
to catch the movement of the divine *‘ eye,”” we
shall not need the ‘‘ bit and bridle.”” But here is
precisely the point in which we so sadly fail. We
do not live sufficiently near to God to discern the
movement of His eye. The will is at work. We
want to have our own way, and hence we are left
to reap the bitter fruits thereof.

Thus it was with Jonah. He was told to go
to Ninevch; but he wanted to go to Tarshish. And
circumstances seemed to be favourable. Provi-
dence seemed to point in the direction of his will.
But, ah! he had to find his place in the belly of
the great fish; yea, in ‘‘ the belly of hell ”’ itself,
where ‘‘ the weeds were wrapped about his head.””
It was there he learnt the bitterness of following
his own will. He had to be taught, in the depths
of the ocean, the true meaning of the ‘‘ bit and
bridle,”’ because he would not follow the gentler
guidance of the ‘““eye’’ of God.

But our God is so gracious, so tender, so
patient! He will teach and He will guide His
poor, feeble, erring children. He spares no pains
with us. He occuptes Himself continually about
us, in order that we may be kept from our own
ways (which are full of thorns and briers), and
walk in His ways, which are pleasantness and
peace. " (Prov. iii. 17.)

There is nothing in all this world more deeply
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blessed than to live a life of habitual dependence
upon God ; to hang upon Him moment by moment;
to wait on Him and cling to Him for everything ;
to have all our springs in Him. It is the true
secret of peace, and of holy independence of the
creature. The soul that can really say, *‘ 4Il my
springs are in Thee,”” is lifted above all creature
confidences, human hopes, and earthly expec-
tations. (Ps. lxxxvii. 7.)

© It is not that God does not use the creature in
a thousand ways to minister to us. We do not
at all mean this. He does use the creature; but
if we lean upon the creature, instead of leaning
upon Him, we shall very speedily get leanness and
barrenness into our own souls. There is a vast
difference between God’s using the creature to
bless us, and our leaning on the creature to the
exclusion of Him. In the one case we are
blessed and He 1s glorified; in the other, we are
disappointed, and He is dishonoured.

It is well that the soul should deeply and
seriously ponder this distinction. We believe it
is constantly overlooked. We ofttimes imagine
that we are leaning upon and looking to God, when
in reality, if we would only look honestly at the
roots of things, and judge ourselves in the immedi-
ate presence of God, we should find an appalling
amount of the leaven of creature confidence. How
often do we speak of living by faith, and trusting
only in God, when at the same time, if we would
only look down into the depths of Our hearts, we
should find there a large measure of dependence
upon circumstances, and reference to second
causes, and the like!

Christian reader, let us look well to this. Let
us see to it that our eye is fixed upon *‘ the living
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God ”’ alone, and not upon man, whose breath ts
in his nostrils. Let us wait on Him, wait
patiently, wait constantly. If we are at a loss
for anything, let our direct and simple reference be
to Him. Are we at a loss to know our way, to
know whither we should turn, what step we should
take? Let us remember that He has said; *“ I am
the way.” (John xiv. 6.) Let us follow Him.
He will make all clear, bright, and certain. There
can be no darkness, no perplexity, no uncertainty,
if we are following Him; for He has said, and we
are bound to believe it: ‘* He that followeth e
shall not walk in darkness.” (John viii, 12.)
Therefore, if we are in darkness, it is cer-
tain we are not following Him, No darkness can
ever settle down on that blessed path along which
(God leads those who, with a single eye, seek to
follow JEsus. -

But some one whose eye scans these lines may
say, or at least may feel disposed to say, ‘‘ Well,
after all, I am in perplexity as to my path. 1 really
do not know which way to turn, or what step to
take.”’ |

If this be the language of the reader, we would
simply ask him one question, ‘‘ Art thou follow-
ing Jesus? If so, thou canst not be in perplexity.
Art thou following the cloud? If so, the way
is as plain as God can make it.’’

Here lies the root of the whole matter. Perplexity
or uncertainty is very often the fruit of the work-
ing of the will. We are bent upon doing some-
thing which God does not want us to do at ali;
upon going where God does not want us to go.
We pray about it, and get no answer. We pray
again and again, and gect no answer. How is
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this? Why, the simple fact is that God wants us
to be quiet, to stand still, to remain just where
we are. Wherefore, instead of racking our brain
and harassing our souls about what we ought to
do, let us do nothing, but simply wait on God.
This is the secret of peace and calm elevation.
If an Israelite in the desert had taken it into his
head to make some movement independent of
Jenovan; if he had taken it upon him to move
when the cloud was at rest, or to halt while the
cloud was moving, we can easily see what the
result would have heen. And so it will ever bhe
with us. If we move when we ought to rest, or
rest when we ought to move, we shall not have
the divine presence with us. - ‘* At the command-
ment of the LORD they rested in their tents, and
at the commandment of the LORD they journeyed.’’
They were kept 1n constant waiting upon God,
which is the most blessed position that any one
can occupy. -

But it must be occupied before its blessedness
can be tasted. It is a reality to be known, not a
mere theory to be talked of. May it be ours to
prove it all our journey through!

If ever there was a day when it was important
for every professed follower of Christ to stand
fast and to be true to his profession, I believe it
i1s the present day.  There is no answer to in-
fidelity like the life of Christ displayed by - the
Christian. Nothing puts the madness of the in-
fidel, and the follv of the superstitious, more to
shame and silence than the humble, quiet, de-
voted walk of a thorough-going, heavenly
minded, divinely taught Christian.
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The Right Relations of
Dispensational Truth.

L.

N the course of God’s dealings with men, we
may observe that He is again and again
testing them; and yet always providing for

the failure in which He knew -this testing would
end. - 5

He began thus with Adam in the garden. He

put him to proof, setting him as under law. But
in the mystery of the sleeping man, and the
woman taken out of him, He would have us learn,
that from the very beginning He knew where
this would end, and provided another and a better
thing. |
~ So with Israel afterwards. He tested thiem
by the law ; but He revealed to them ‘‘the shadows
of good things to come,’”’ the pledges of grace
and salvation; knowing that man fwould again
destroy himself, and be ruined under the Law of
Mount Sinai, as he had already been under the
law or command delivered to him in the Garden of
Eden. -
Then, by the ministry of the prophets, the
Lord was leading the people back to obedience,
if so be they would be led that way. But by the
same prophets, He was anticipating the grace in
which a self-ruined, helpless, and -incorrigible
people must finally stand, if blessed at all.

John the Baptist then came, according to the
prophecies which went before upon him, as the
Voice, the Messenger (the Elijah) of Messiah.
But he was also, in another aspect of his ministry,
the Witness of the Lamb of God, and the

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)

RELATIONS OF DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH. 171

Harbinger of the Light of the World; characters
in which the prophecies had not foreshown him,
but which put him in company with the Messiah,
or the Christ, as dispensing grace and salvation
to Israel and to man, on the clear assumption that
all would fail under the ministry that was then
about to test them.

By the Lord’s own personal ministry, in the cities
and villages of Israel, the same process is con-
ducted. He is testing His people by a proposal
of Himself to them again and again; but He is
likewise witnessing sovereign grace and redemp-
tion, knowing, as He did, that they would but
again destroy themselves under the trial that was
then being made of them. By His commission
to the Twelve and to the Seventy, He was doing
the same; for such ministries were but a reflection
of His own.

And it is thus to the end. The Apostleship at
Jerusalem under the Holy Ghost upon the ascen-
sion of Christ was still testing the Jew; and the
Jew failed under it again. But ‘‘ times of restitu-
tion ’’ and of ‘‘ refreshing ’’ were looked at in the
distance. And then, in the last commission in-
stituted by Him, that is, in the apostleship of
Paul, the good news of God’s salvation was sent
to the ends of the earth, to gather the elect, that
they might act and shine as the Body of Christ;
but in that’ same apostleship He anticipates what
the end of that ministry would be, and makes provi-
sion accordingly. This is seen in the Second
Epistle to Timothy; confirmed as that is by the
challenge of the candlesticks in Rev. i.—iii. ; and
further by the judgment of Christendom in Rev-
elation 1v.—xIx.

These foregoing thoughts may naturally intro-
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duce me to my subject, namely, Dispensational
Truth.

It has been said lately, ‘‘ that the study of it
has a withering effect upon the soul.” Let us
try this by the light of the wisdom of God, as we
get that light (where alone we can get it) in the
Word of God. |

In the Epistle to the Romans, the saints of God
~are largely instructed in this character of truth.
Chapters ix.—=xi. are a very full writing on divine
dispensations. But I grant that this is after they
have been settled and established in personal
truth; truth, I mean, that concerns themselves
in their relation to God, as chapters i.—viii. show
us. Now, this would let us know that there is a
condition of soul in which it would be unhealthy
or unseasonable for it to make the ways or dis-
pensations of God its study. And, therefore, if
the person who has thus spoken is intellectually
inquiring into such matters, divine and precious
as they are, before the question of his own re-
lation to God is settled, I can suppose that he has
found this study to be a withering of the soul.

Again, in the First Epistle to the Corinthians,
I see the apostle refusing to feed those saints of
God with such knowledge as that of which we are
now speaking. In the stores given him of :he
Spirit he had ‘‘ hidden wisdom,’’ or ‘‘ the wisdom
of God in a mystery,”” and he would bring it out
to the *‘ perfect.”” But the Corinthians were in
a bad moral condition; and he would, therefore,
attend to ‘them personally, rather than feed or
entertain them with knowledge of God and His
ways. And very much in the same way, I may
say, the Lord Himself had already dealt with
Nicodemus, the Rabbi, as we see in John iil.
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So that again, I grant, there is a condition of
soul in which it would be unhealthy for it (nay,
unwarranted of the Spirit of God), to make dis-
pensational ‘truth its study. And, therefore, if
the person who has thus spoken is walking care-
lessly, I do not wonder at the soul “‘withering ”’
if 1t is thus occupied.

But further, not only is the condition of the
soul to be thus considered, as we make these
things our study. There is also a mode of study-
ing them which the Word of God suggests, and
which is to be considered also. |

I would instance what I mean. The apostle,

in tracing the dispensations of God, as I have al-
ready observed he does in Rom. ix.——<i.,interrupts
his progress through that great subject, and takes
up for a time something that is strongly personal
in 1ts character, or in its bearing upon us individu-
ally. 1 mean in chapter 'x. of that wonderful
scripture. For there we listen, each one for him-
‘self, sinners as we are, to the voice of law and
to the voice of faith; with suited admonitions,
and encouragements, and teachings.
- Just, I may say, as in 1 Cor. xii.—xiv., where
the same apostle is unfolding ecclesiastical truth,
as he is here unfolding dispensational truth; for
there in like manner he interrupts himself by
something deeply and solemnly personal and prac-
tical; as we see in chapter xiii. of that scripture.

So that I fully grant that the condition of the
soul, and the mode of pursuing this study, have to
be considered while we are engaged in it. Buc
with these and kindred admonitions and jealousies,
I find the wisdom of God does set us down
carefully and continually to the meditations of
His counsels and ways in His different dispensa-
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tions; and that He has been doing so from the
beginning. | |

Have we not proof of this? Surely the very
earliest divine records, the patriarchal stories of
the Book of Genesis, teem with notices of God’s
counselled ways. In them He is issuing and telling
out the end at the beginning. They are all of
them true narrations. Surely they are; and we
are to acquaint ourselves with them as such.

But is that all? Is it merely to tell me what
happened so many thousand years ago that they
are written for me? Or do'I expect to find in
them disclosures of divine secrets, good for the
use of edifying one in the knowledge of God and
His ways? |
-1 have no doubt how I am to answer this.
Sarah and Hagur are not merely a domestic tale;
they are an allegory. And I am full sure that
the same Book of Genesis, where I read that
allegory, teems with kindred ones; some more,
some less, rich and profound in communications
of the Divine Mind in eternal counsels.

And then Mosaic ordinances take up the same
wondrous tale, The Jewish year, as xxui of
Leviticus would tell us, measures, as in a minia-
ture and in a mystery, the way of God, from the
‘day of Exodus out of Egypt to the day of enter-
ing and dwelling in the kingdom, the millennial
- glory of Christ and the creation.

Afterwards, the prophets were instructed in
those ways of God, and ordained to be the wit-
nesses of them to all generations. 1 admit that
there was another purpose of God in calling them
out; and that was, to bring back Israel to their
allegiance to Jehovah, if so be they would turn
and repent. But the grander, and still more
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characteristic purpose of their ministry was this:
to declave the ways of God according to His coun-
selled wisdom in dealing with this world of ours.

And when we come to the New Testament
writings we find the same thing. Not only
do certain parts of these writings make such
truth their subject (for example, Rom. ix.—xi.,
as we have already said), but such truth will
be seen through parts and passages which are
more immediately dealing with other things.
Dispensational truth is there called by the high
titles of *‘ wisdom ” and ‘‘ mystery.”” And well
it surely may bear such dignities. And the
apostle prays that we may have spiritual under-
standings to entertain and read such themes. He
tells us that he speaks of such among the ‘‘ per-
fect ’’; and he intimates that it was the shame
and loss of the Corinthians that they were not
prepared for truth of that high quality.

In all this, great honour is surely put on such
truth itself, and encouragement of a peculiar
kind given to the study of it. And if we are in
company with that Spirit who indited the whole
Volume, we cannot but be acquainting ourselves
with it, as we go from Genesis to Revelation,
throughout Scripture from first to last,

But further. Godliness is the religion of ‘‘the
truth ** (1 Tim. iii. 15, 16). Our character is to
be formed by it, and our service defined and
directed by it. ‘‘ The truth '’ is the instrument
and the standard. It is that by which the Spirit
works in us and with us; and it is that by which
we try everything. It is an instrument in the
Spirit’s hand, and a standard in ours; and the
truth that is this, is connected with the dispen-
sations of God.
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This is seen at once. Morals, and the duties
which attach to human relationships, get a
peculiar character from their connection with
such truth; as, among other scriptures, LEph.
iv. v. vi. would, in many particulars, illustrate for
us. We are now in this dispensation to learn
*“ Christ,”” and to be taught ‘‘ as the truth 1s in
Jesus.”” What was holiness and service under
one dispensation, ceases to be so under another.
Actions change their character with the changing
time. In order to do right, or to be right, accord-
ing to God, we must ‘‘ know the time,”’ as the
apostle speaks. The day was, when it was holy
to call down fire from heaven to consume adver-
saries. (2 Kings i.) But the day came, when the
offer to do such a thing had to suffer rebuke; and
that too, under the same supreme, divine author-
ity which had warranted, nay, inspired, it before.
(Luke ix. 54.) ‘‘ Everything is beautiful in its
season”’ (Eccles. iii. 11); and dispensational
truth is the great arbiter of seasons, telling us the
times, and what the Israel of God and the Church
of God ought severally to do.

We do not say, ‘‘ How long shall the wicked
triumph? 7’ (though we anticipate in spirit the
Lord’s setting aside of evil), but, How long be-
fore Thou takest us to Thyself? How long be-
fore Thou takest Thy bride to be with Thee in
heaven? The difference is very great, and so
are the practical results in communion and ways.
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“The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth” (Eccles. xii. 10).

Q iy,
Christ aLnd His Yoke.

N the following precious and well-known pas-
I sage we have two points which are very dis-
tinct, and yet intimately connected, namely, Christ
and His yoke: ‘ Come unto me, all ve that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give vou
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and yve shall
find rest unto your souls. ¥or my voke is easy,
and my burden 1s light.”” (Matt. x1. 28-30.)

Thus we have, first, coming to Christ, and its
results ; and, secondly, taking His voke, and its
results.

1. ““ COME UNTO ME, AND ] WILL GIVE YOU REST."’
2. ““ TAKE MY YOKE, AND YE SHALL FIND REST.”’
These things, being distinct, should never be
confounded; and, becing intimately connected,
should never be separated. To confound them is
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to dim the lustre of divine grace; to separate
~them, is to infringe upon the c¢laims of divine
holiress. Both these evﬂs should be carefully
‘wuarded against. L

1. Many there are who hold up before the 'eye-
of the * ‘heavy laden '’ sinner, the yoke of Christ
as something which he must ‘‘ take on!" before
his burdened heart can taste of that blessed rest
which Christ * gwes to ‘“all” who simply

‘come '’ unto Him just as they are.

The passage before us does not teach this. It
puts CHrisT first, and His yoke afterwards. It does
‘not hide Christ behind His voke, but rather places
Him, in all His attractive grace, before the heart,
as the One who can meet every need, remove every
weight, hush every guilty fear, fill up every blank,
satisfy every longing desire; in a word, who is
able to do as He savs He will, even to ‘‘ give
rest.”’

There are no conditions proposed, no demands
made, no barriers erected. The simple, touching,
melting, subduing, inviting, winning word is,
“ComME."” It 1s not, *“*Go’’; ““Do”; ““ Give *’;
““Bring "'; ‘‘Teel’’; ‘ Realize.”” No! it is
“CoME.” And how are we to ‘““come’”? Just
as we are. To whom are we to ““come ’? To
JEsus. When are we to ““come’’? ‘“ Now.”’

Observe, then, we are to come just as we are.
We are not to wait for the purpose of altecing
a single jot or tittle of our state, condition, or
character. To do this would be to ‘‘ come’ to
some alteration or improvement in ourselves;
whereas Christ distinctly and emphatically says.
“ Come unto me.”’

Many souls err on this point. They think they
must amend their ways, alter their course, or
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improve their moral condition, before they come
to Christ; whereas, in point of fact, until th:y
really do ‘‘ come ’’ to Christ they cannot amend,
or alter, or improve anything. There 1s no war-
rant whatever for anv one to believe that he will
be a single whit better, an hour, a day, a month
or a year hence, that he is this moment, And
even were he better, he would not on that ac-
count be a whit more welcome to Christ than he is.
now. There is no such thing as an offer of sal-
vation to-morrow. The word is, '‘ To-pay, if ye
will hear His voice, barden not your hearts.’”
(Heb, 1i. 15.) ‘“ Behold, xow is the accepted
time; behold, Nnow 1is the day of salvation’
(2 Cor. vi. 2)

There is nothmg more certain than that all who
have ever tried the self-improvement plan have
found it an utter failure. They have begun in
darkness, continued in misery, and ended in des-
pair. And yet, strange to say, in view of the
numberless beacons which are ranged before us,
in terrible array, to warn us of the folly and dan-
ger of travelling that road, we are sure at the
~ first to adopt 1t. In some way or another self is
looked to, and wrought upon, in order to procure
a warrant to come to Christ; as it is written of
Israel, ‘* They being ignorant of God’s righteous-
ness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves.
unto the righteousness of God.”” (Rom. x. 3.)

Nothing can possibly be a more dreary, depress-
ing, hopeless task than ¢ going about to estab-
lish one’s own righteousness.”’ Indeed, the
dreariness of the task must ever be commen-
surate with the earnestuness and sincerity of the
soul that undertakes it. Such a one will assuredly
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have, sooner or later, to give utterance to the
cry, '* O wretched man that 1 am!’’ and also to
ask the question, ‘“Who shall deliver me?’’ (Rom.
vii. 24.) There can be no exception. All with
whom the Spirit of God has ever wrought have in
one way or another been constrained to own
the hopelessness of seeking to work out a right-
eousness for themselves. CHRIST MUST BE ALL;
SELF NOTHING. This doctrine is easily stated ; but
oh ! the experience !

The same 1s true in reference to the grand
reality of sanctification. Many who have come
to Christ for righteousness have not practically
and experimentally laid hold of Him as their
sanctification ; whereas He i1s made of God unto us
the one as well as the other. ‘‘ But of Him are
ve in Christ Jesus, who of God i1s made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption : that according as it is written,
‘ He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”
{1 Cor. 1. 30, 31.)

How deeply important, how cogent the reason !
The believer is just as powerless in the work of
sanctification as in the work of righteousness, If
it were not so, some flesh might glory in the
divine presence. I could no more subdue a single
lust, or trample under foot a single passion, or
gain the mastery over a single temper, than I
could open the kingdom of heaven, or establish
my own righteousness before God.

This 1s not sufficiently understood; and hence
it is that many true Christians constantly suffer
the most humiliating defeats in their practical
career. ‘They know that Christ is their righteous-
ness, that their sins are forgiven, that they are
children of God; but they are sorely put about
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by their constant failure in personal holiness, in
practical sanctification. Again and again they
enter the lists with some unhallowed desire or un-
sanctified temper; and again and again they are
compelled to retire with shame and confusion ot
face. A person or a circumstance crossed their
path yesterday, and caused them to lose their
temper, and, having to meet the same to-day,
they resolve to do better; but, alas! they are
again forced to retreat in disappointment and
humiliation.

Now, it is not that such persons may not pray
earnestly for the grace of the Holy Spirit to
enable them to conquer both themselves and the
influences which surround them. This is not the
point. They have not vet learnt practically (and
oh'! how worthless the mere theory!) that they
are as completely ‘¢ without strength’’ in the
matter of *‘‘sanctification’’ as they are in the
matter of ‘‘ righteousness,’”” and that, as regards
both the one and the other, Christ must be all;
self nothing. In a word, they have not yet en-
tered into the meaning of the words, ‘° Come
unto me, and I will give you vest.”’

Here lies the source of their failure. They are
as thoroughly powerless in the most trivial
matter connected with practical sanctification as
they- are in the entire question of their standing
before God; and they must be brought to believe
this, before they can know the fulness of the
““ rest ”’ which Christ gives.

It is impossible that 1 can enjoy rest amid in-
cessant defeats in myv practical, daily life. True,
I can come, over and over again, and pour into
myv Father’s ear the humiliating tale of my failure
and overthrow. 1 can confess my sins, and find
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Him ever faithful and just to forgive me my sins,
and to cleanse me from all unrighteousness. (1]John
i. 9.) But, then, we must learn Christ as the
Lord our sanctification, as well as ‘““The Lord our
righteousness ’’; and, moreover, it is by faith,
and not by effort, we are to enter into both the
one and the other. We look to Christ for right-
eousness, because we have none of own own; and
we look to Christ for practical sanctification, be-
cause we have none of our own. It needed no
personal effort on our part to get righteousness,
because Christ is our righteousness; and it needs
no personal effort on our part to get sanctification,
because Christ is our sanctification. -

It seems strange that while the inspired
apostle distinctly tells us that Christ 1s ** made of
God unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption,’’ we nevertheless
should attach the idea of personal effort to one out
of the four things which he enumerates. Can
‘we guide ourselves in ten thousand difficulties and
details of our Christian course by our own wis-
dom or sagacity? Surely not. Ought we to
make an effort? By no means. Why not? Be-
cause God has made Christ to be our ““wisdom’’;
and therefore it 1s our precious privilege, having
been brought to our *‘‘ wits’ end,”” to look to
Christ for wisdom. In other words, when Christ
savs, ‘‘ Come unto me,”” He means that we are
to come unto Him for wisdom as well as for all
else ; and clearly we cannot come to Christ and to
our own efforts at the same time. Nay, so long
as we are making efforts, we must be strangers
to ‘‘rest.”’ | -

The same holds good with respect to ‘‘ right-
eousness.’”’ Can we work out a righteousness for
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ourselves? Surely not. Ought we not to make
an effort? By no means. Why not? Because
God has made Christ to be unto us ‘‘ righteous-
ness,”’ and that righteousness is ‘‘ to him that
worketh not.”” (Rom. iv. 3.)

So also in the matter of ‘‘redemption,’ which is
put last in 1 Cor. 1. 30, because it includes the
final deliverance of the body of the believer from
under the power of death. Could we by personal
effort deliver our bodies from the dominion of
mortality? Surely not. Ought we not to try?
The thought were monstrous, yea impious. Why?
Because God has made Christ to be unto us ‘‘ re-
demption,’’ as regards both soul and body, and
He who has already applied, by the power of His
Spirit, that glorious redemption to our souls,
will before long apply it to our bodies.

Why, then, let me ask, should ‘‘ sanctification ™’
be singled out from the precious category, and
saddled with the legal and depressing idea of per-
sonal effort? If we cannot by our own efforts,
get “‘ wisdom,’’ and ‘‘ righteousness,’”” and ‘‘re-
demption,”” are we a whit more likely to succeed
in getting ‘‘ sanctification 7 Clearly not. And
have we not proved this times without number?
Have not our closet walls witnessed our tears
and groans, evoked by the painful sense of failure
after failure in our own efforts to tread with steady
step and erect carriage the lofty walks of personal
sanctity? Will the reader deny this? I trust
not. I would fain hope he has responded to tne
call of Jesus, ** Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”’
It is vain to ‘‘ labour ”’ in our own strength after
sanctification. We must come to Jesus for that,
as well as for everything else. And, having come
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to Jesus, we shall find that there is no lust which
He cannot slav, no temper that He cannot subdue,
no passion that He cannot overcome. The self-
same hand that has cancelled our sins, that guides
us in our diffhculties, and that will by and by
deliver our bodies from the power of death, can
give us complete victory over all our personal in-
firmities and besetments, and Gl our hearts with
His sacred rest.

It i1s, I believe, immensely important to have
a clear understanding of the question of sancti-
fication. Hundreds have gone on ‘‘ labouring and
heavy laden’ for years, endeavouring to work
out in one way or another, their sanctification ;
and, not having succeeded to their satisfaction
(for who ever did, or ever could?) they have been
tempted to question if they were ever converted
at all.  Manv, were they to tell out ‘“all the
truth,”” could adopt as their own the mournful
lines of the poet,

“*’Tis a point I long to know ;
Oft 1t causeth anxious thought ;
Do I love the Lord or no?

Am I His, or am I not? "’

Such persons have clear views of gospel truth.
Thev could, with scriptural accuracy, tell an in-
quirer after righteousness how, where, and when
he could get it. And yet if that self-same in-
quirer were to ask them about their own real
state of heart before God, they could give but a
SOTTV answer.

Why is this? Simply because they have not
laid hold of Christ as their ‘‘sanctification,”’ as
well as thetr ‘‘ righteousness.””  They have been
endeavouring, partly in their own strength, and
partly by praying for the influences of the Holy
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Spirit, to stumble along the path of sanctification.
They would, doubtless, deem a person very
ignorant of what is called *‘ the plan of salva-
tion,”” if they found him ** going about to establish
his own righteousness ' ; but they do not see that
they themselves exhibit, in another way, ignor-
ance of that ‘‘ plan’’ by going about to establish
their own sanctification. And truly if, in the one
case, it i1s a sorry righteousness which i1s wrought
out, so, in the other case, it is a lame sanctifi-
cation. For if it be true that *‘ all our righteous-
nesses are as filthy rags,”” it is equally true that
all our sanctifications are as filthy rags.
Whatever has the word ““ our *’ attached to it
must be altogether imperfect. Christ 1s God’s
‘“ righteousness,”” and Christ is God’s ‘‘ sanctifi-
cation.”” Both the one and the other are to be
had by simply coming, looking, clinging, trust-
ing to Christ. I need hardly say, it is by ihe
power of the Spirit, and through the Holv Scrip-
tures, that Christ i1s applied to us, both as our
righteousness and our sanctification. But all this
only takes the matter more and more out of our
hands, and leaves us nothing to glory in. If we
could conquer an evil temper, we might indeed
think ourselves clever ; but as we are not asked to
pick up a feather in order to add to our *‘ right-

eousness,’’ or our ‘‘ wisdom,’’ or our ‘' redemp-
so neither are we asked to pick up a feather

i £

tion,’’
in order to add to our ‘‘ sanctification.” In this,
as in those, Christ is all; self nothing. This
doctrine 1s easily stated; but oh! the experience !

And now will any one sav that the writer of this
article 1s doing away with sanctification? If so,
he may just as well sayv that he is doing away with
“ righteousness,” ‘‘ wisdom *’ or ‘‘ redemption."’
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Who will contend for self-righteousness, self-
wisdom or self-redemption? Who but the man
that contends for self-sanctification? Who 1is
likely to attain and exhibit the more elevated
standard of personal sanctity? Is it the man who
is perpetually floundering amid his own imperfect
struggles and cobweb-resolutions, or he who is
daily, hourly, and momentarily clinging to Christ
as his sanctification? The answer is simple.
The ‘‘ sanctification 77 which we get in Christ 1s as
perfect as the ‘‘ righteousness,”” the ** wisdom,”’
and the ‘‘ redemption.”’

Am 1 doing away with ‘* wisdom,” because 1
say I am foolish? Am 1 doing away with “‘right-
eousness,’’ because 1 say, I am guiltv? Am 1
doing away with ‘‘ redemption,” because 1 say,
I am mortal? And am [ doing awav with “‘sanc-
tification,’’ because 1 say, I am vile? Yes, [ am
doing away with all these things so far as ‘1’7
am concerned, in order that 1 may find them all in
Christ.  This is the point: all, all 1x CHRIST !

Oh ! when shall we learn to get to the end of
self, and cling simply to Christ? When shall we
cnter into the depth and power of those words
““ Come unto me ’? He does not sav, * Come
unto my yoke.”’ Noj; but, “‘Come unio me.”” We
must cease from our own works in every shape and
form, and come to Christ; come jusi as we are;
come now.

We come to Christ, and -get rest from
and in Him, before ever we hear a word about the
““yoke.”” To put the ‘‘ voke >’ first is to displace
cevery thing. If a ““ heavy laden’’ sinner thinks
of the ‘“yoke,”” he must be overwhelmed by the
thought of his own total inability to take it upon
him or carry it. But when he comes ito Jesus,

4
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and enters into His precious rest, he finds that
the *‘ yoke is easy and the burden light.'"

2. This conducts us to the second point in gur
subject, namely, ‘‘ the yoke.”” It has been already
observed that we must keep the two things dis-
tinct. To confound them is to farmish the
heavenly lustre of the grace of Christ, and to put
a yoke upon the sinner’s neck, and a burden upon
his shoulder, which he, as being ‘*without
strength,”” is wholly unable to bear. But then
they are morally connected. All who come to
Christ must take His yoke upon them, and learn
of Him if they would ‘‘ find rest unto their souls.”’

To come to Christ is one thing ; to walk with
Him, or learn of Him, is quite another. Christ
was ‘‘ meek and lowly in heart.”” He could meet
the most adverse and discouraging circum-
stances with an ‘‘ Kven so, Father.”” The Bap-
tist’s heart might fail amid the heavy clouds which
gathered around him in Herod’s dungeon; the
men of that generation might refuse the double
testimony of righteousness and grace, as furnished
by the ministry of John and of our Lord Himself;
Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum might refuse
the testimony of His mighty works, a torrent of
evidence which one might suppose would sweep
away every opposing barrier ; all these things, and
many more, might cross the path of the Divine
Workman ; but, being ‘‘ meek and lowly in heart,”’
He could say, ‘I thank Thee, O Father;"
‘““ Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy
sight.”” His “‘rest’ in the Father’'s counsels
was profound and perfect; and He invites us to
take His yoke, to learn of Him, to drink into His
spirit, to know the practical results of a subject
mind, that so we may ‘* fiind rest unto our souls.”’
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A broken will is the real ground of the rest
which we are to ‘‘ find,” after we have come to
Christ. If God wills one thing, and we will an-
other, we cannot find rest in that. It matters not
what the scene or circumstance may be. We may
swell a list of things, to any imaginable extent,
in which our will mav run counter to the will of
God : but in whatever it is we cannot find rest so
long as our will is unbroken. We must get to
the end of self in the matter of will, as well as in
the matter of ‘‘ wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption ’’ ; else we shall not
““ find rest.”’ .

This, my beloved reader, is deep, real, earnest,
personal work. Moreover, it 1s a daily thing. It
is a continual taking of Christ’s voke upon us, and
learning of Him. It is not that we take the yoke
in order to come to Christ. No; but we come o
Christ first, and then, when His love fills and
satisfies our souls, when His rest refreshes our
spirits, when we can gaze by faith upon His
gracious countenance, and see Him stooping down
to confer upon us the high and holy privilege of
wearing - His yoke, and learning His lesson, we
find that His voke is indeed easy, and His burden
light.

Unsubdued, unjudged, unmortified nature could
never wear that voke, or bear that burden.
The first thing is, ‘* Come unto me, and I will
give you rest.””  The second thing is, *‘ Take my
voke upon vou . . . . and ye shall find rest.”
We must never reverse these things, never con-
found them, never displace them, never separate
them. 7o call upon a sinner to take Christ’s yoke
before he has got Christ’s rest, is to place Christ
on the top of Mount Sinai, the sinner at the foot
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of that mount, and a dark impenetrable cloud be-
tween.

This must not be done. Christ stands, in all
His matchless grace, before the sinner’s eye, and
pronounces His touching invitation, ‘‘ Come,”’
and adds His heart-assuring promise, ‘1 will
give.” There is no condition, no demand, ‘‘ no
servile work.”” All is the purest, freest, richest
grace. Just ‘‘ come, and I will give yvou rest.’’

And what then? Is it bondage, doubt, and
fear? Ah! no. ‘ Take my yoke upon vou.”
How marvellously near this brings us to the One
who has already given us rest! What a high
honour to wear the same yoke with Him! It is
not that He puts a grievous yoke upon our neck,
and a heavy burden upon our shoulder, which we
have to carry up the rugged sides of yon fiery
mount. This i1s not CHrIsT'S way.. It is not
thus He deals with the weary and heavy laden
that come unto Him. He gives them rest. He
gives them part of His yoke, and a share of His
burden. In other words, He calls them 1nto fel-
lowship with Himself ; and in proportion as they
enter into this fellowship they find still deeper and
deeper rest in Him and in His blessed ways; and,
at the close, He will conduct them into that eter-
nal rest which remains for the people of God.
(Heb. iv.)

May the Lord enable us to enter more fully into
the power of all these divine realities, that so
His joy may remain in us, and our joy may be
full. (John xv. 11.) There is an urgent need of a
full, unreserved surrender of the heart to Christ,
and a full, unreserved acceptance of Him, in all
His precious adaptation to our every need. We
want the whole heart, the single eve, the mortified
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mind, the broken will. Where these exist, there
will be little complaining of doubts and fears, ups
and downs, heavy davs, vacant hours, restless
moments, dulness and stupor, wandering and
barrenness. When one has got to the end of
himself, as regards wisdom, righteousness, holi-
ness, and all beside, and when he has really found
" Christ as God’s provision for aLr, then, but not
until then, he will know the depth and power of
that word, *‘ REST.”’

Th-e Right Relations of
Dispensational Truth.

I1.

T one time, the Lord put the sword into the
hand of His servant; at another, He took it
out of such a hand. Joshua and Peter tell me

this : ““Render unto Cgeesar the things which are
Ceesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s”’
(Matt. xxit. 21) was a divine decree in the days of
the Evangelists ; but in earlier days every trace of
Gentile rule in the land of the fathers was re-
quired to be clean blotted out by the zeal and
strength of the children. It was not to be ‘‘God”’
and ‘‘Ceesar’” then, but Jehovah’s name was to
be written on the land of the Twelve Tribes, and
every stick and stone on it be claimed in the name
of Jehovah of Israel, without a rival.

Places and ordinances, in like manner, change
their character with dispensations. But this is
more easily admitted or apprehended than the
other. Mount Sinai, where God came down, and
which awful, consecrated spot none were (o
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touch but Himself, is now simply * Sinai In
Arabia’’; and institutions, which were once
divine, and the dishonouring of which was deach,
are now but ‘‘ beggarly elements,”” ‘‘ rudiments
of the world.”” Nay, more; they are even put
in company with idols. (Gal. iv.) Thus, what
was sacred at one time, becomes common at
another ; while, what was unclean once, is after-
wards given for the communion of the saints. The
serpent of brass becomes Nehushtan (2 Kings
xviil. 4). A company of those who had been re-
pudiated as ‘‘uncircumcised,”’ becomes ‘‘a
habitation of (rod through the Spirit.”” (Eph.
i, 11, 22.) ;

Thus 1t is indeed so, that the character, the
value with God, of actions, places, ordinances,
and the like, will change with changing dispen-
sations. We are to decide on their godliness,
their sacredness, their holiness, by ‘‘ the truth.”’
And not only is it thus with changing dispen-
sations, but with the changing phases and con-
ditions of the same dispensation.

The harps of Israel, for instance, were struck
in the days of Solomon, and songs were sung
when Heman, Asaph, and Jeduthun were in the
land. But in the days of Babylon, the harps
were to be hung on the willows, and the songs of
Zion to be silent. (Ps. cxxxvii.)

So David, according to the mind of God, when
his hunger and wanderings bespoke a ruined
coidition of kings among the people, would ask
for the showbread of the Temple for himself and
his followers; though, in the day of the integrity
of Israel and their dispensations, it was lawful
only for the priests to eat of it.

So, again, this same David could not go on
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with a purpose that was right in his heart, as the
Lord Himself said of it, because it was not right
or in season, dispensationally considered (2 Chron.
vi. 8, 9).

And thus we see, from a very few samples out
of many, that different stages, or eras, or con-
ditions of things, in one and the same dispensation,
have their several and peculiar truth on which
to ground their own peculiar claims, ‘just as surely
and simply as if they were different dispensations.
The children of Israel under Joshua, and under the
Judges; the Jews at home, the Jews in Babylon,
the Jews returned; though all of them alike under
the same covenant, had very differently the claims
and service of Jehovah to answer and do. ‘‘Can
the children of the bridechamber fast, while the
Bridegroom is with them?’’ I may call to mind,
in connection with this. When He is taken away,
then indeed they may fast, and ought to fast.
{Luke v.) _

Surely, I may say, everything helps to show
us that dispensational truth is the great, 1 say
not the only, rule and manner of holiness according
to God. We must ‘‘ know the time,”’ for nothing
is right out of season. ‘‘ The children of Issachur
were men that had understanding of the times,
to know what Israel ought to do.” (1 Chron.
xi. 32.)

Scripture is full of instruction upon this prin-
ciple, and leaves us at no liberty to judge the
holy and the unholy independently of ‘‘ the truth.”
Our godliness, our piety, in order to have a divine
character, depends on our knowledge of ‘‘the
truth,”’ of times and seasons as they are with God,
or according to His mind in His perfect and
beautiful, though changing, dispensations.
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§5 A Risen Saviour's Challenge.
£ ~ Read Luke xxiv. 17 and 38,
:.:}: “HE brief period during -which our blessed
2 - Lord lay in the tomb must needs have
& proved a dark and bewildering moment to
$ 2 many of those who looked for redemption "in
< ¢ Israel. It would demand a calm, clear and vigor-
4 . ous faith to raise the heart above the heavy clouds

which gathered just then upon the horizon of God’s
people; and it does not appear that many pos-
sessed such a faith at that trying moment.

We may doubtless look upon the two. disciples
who travelled together to Emmaus as illustrating
the -condition of many, if not all, of the beloved
saints of God during the three days and three
nights that our beloved Lord lay in the heart of
the earth. They were thoroughly bewildered,
and at their wits’ end. “‘They talked together of

Jaues Carter, 13, Paternoster Row. London.
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all those things which had happened. And it
came to pass, that, while they communed together,
and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went
with them. But their eyes were holden, that they
should not know Him.’' (vv. 13-15.)

Their minds were full of surrounding circum-
stances. All hope seemed gone. Their fondly
cherished expectations were apparently blasted.
The whole scene was overcast by the dark shadow
of death, and their poor hearts were unutterably
sad.

But mark how the risen Saviour’s challenge falls
upon their drooping spirits: ‘‘And He said unto
them, What manner of communications are these
that ye have one to another, as ye walk and are
sad?”’

Surely this was a rcasonable and a weighty
question for those dear disciples, a question emi-
nently calculated to recall them to their senses,
as we say. It was precisely what they wanted
at the moment, occupied, as they were, with cir-
cumstances, mstead of resting in the eternal and
immutable truth of God. Scripture was clear and
plain enough, had they only hearkened to its
voice. But, instead of listening only to the dis-
tinct testimony of the Eternal Spirit in the word,
they had allowed their minds to get thoroughly
down under the action and influences of outward
circumstances. Instead of standing with firm foot
on the everlasting rock of divine revelation they
were struggling amid the billows of life’s stormy
ocean. In a word, they had for the moment
fallen under the power of death, so far as their
minds were concerned, and no marvel if their
hearts were sad, and their communications
oloomy.
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And, beloved reader, does it not sometimes
happen that you and I, in like manner, get down
under the power of things seen and temporal, in-
stead of living, by faith, in the light of things
unseen and eternal?  Yes, even we who profess
to know and believe in a risen Saviour, who be-
hieve that we are dead and risen with Him, who
have the Holy Ghost dwelling in us, do not we, at
times, sink and cower? And do we not at such
moments stand in need of a risen Saviour’s chal-
lenge? Has not that precious, loving Saviour
ofttimes woccasion to put the question to our
hearts, ‘‘“What manner of communications are
these that ye have one to another?’”” Does it not
often happen that, when we come together, or
when we walk by the way, our ‘‘communications’’
are anything but what they ought to be? It may
be we are gloomily moping together over the
depressing circumstances which surround us:
the weather; ihe prospects ol the country; the
state of trade; our poor health; the difhculty of
making both ends meet; anything and everything,
in short, but the right thing?

Yes, and so occupied do we become with such
things that our spiritual eyes are holden, and we
do not take knowledge of the Blessed One who,
in His tender, faithiful love, is at our side; and He
has to challengé our vagrant hearts with His
pointed and powerful question, ‘‘*What manner
of communications arc these that ve have?”’

Let us think of this. It really demands our
consideration. We are all far too apt to allow
our minds to fall under the power and pressure
of circumstances, instead of living in the power
of faith. We get occupled with our surroundings,
instead of dwelling upon ‘! things above,”” those
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bright and blessed realities which are ours in
Christ. (Col. iii. 1.)

And what is the result? Do we better our cir-
cumstances, or brighten our prospects, by gloom-
ily moping over them? Not in the smallest
degree. What then? We simply make ourselves
miserable, and our communications depressing ;
and, worst of all, we bring sad dishonour on the
cause of Christ.

Christians have very little idea of how much
15 involved in their temper, manner, look, and
deportment, in daily life. We sometimes forget
that the Lord’s glory is intimately bound up in
our every movement and our every expression.
We all know how, in social life, we judge of the
character of the head of the household by what we
see of his children and servants. If we observed
the children looking miserable and downcast, we
should be disposed to pronounce their father
morose, severe, and arbitrary. If we see the ser-
vants crushed and overwrought, we consider the
master hard-hearted and grinding. In short, as
a rule, you can form a tolerably fair estimate of
the head of a house by the tone, spirit, style and
manner of the members of his houschold.

How carnestly, then, should we seek, as mem-
bers of ‘‘the household of Gobp,” to give a right
impression of what He is by our temper, spirit,
style and manner! If men of the world, those
with whom we come in contact from day to day,
in the practical details of hife, if they see us look-
ing sour, morose, downcast; if they hear us giving
utterance to doleful complaints about this, that,
and the other; if they see us occupied about our
own things, grasping, griping, and driving as
hard bargains as others; if they see us grinding
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our servants with heavy work, low wages, and
poor fare; what estimate can they form of Him
whom we call our Father and our Master in
heaven?

Christian reader, let us not despise and turn
away from such homely words. Depend upon it,
there 1s need of such in this day of high profession.
There 15 a vast amount of intellectual traffic in
truth which leaves the conscience unreached, the
heart untouched, the life unaffected. We profess
to be dead and risen with Christ; but when any-
thing occurs to touch us, either in our persons,
in our relations, or in our interests, we very
speedily show that the old thing is not practically
dead at all, and that our belief in death and res-
urrection is very much of a mere theory.

May the good Lord give us grace to apply our
hearts, very seriously and earnestly, to these
things, that so there may be in our daily course
a somewhat more faithful exhibition of a genuine
Christianity, such an exhibition as shall glorify
our own most gractous God and Father, and our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and such too as
shall afford, to those who come in contact with us,
a fair specimen of what ““pure religion” really is
in its action upon the entire course and character.

Christ’s doing the will of God in the offering
up of Himself is the basis of our relationship
with God; and it is done; and we are accepted.
As born of God, our delight is to do God’s will;
but it is in love, and newness of nature, not in
orcder to be accepted.
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The Testimony, Conflict, and
Walk of the Christian.

T may be that many of God’s children, when
reading through the New Testament Epistles,
have remarked the varied exhortations given

by the Holy Ghost to “‘put on’ (if we may so
express it) the different kinds of garments.in which
it becomes them to be arrayed.

The believers are addressed as ‘‘saints,”” and
rccognized as ‘“in Christ Jesus.”” The apostle
thanks God for the reality of their confession,
owns them as having redemption “‘in” Christ
Jesus, ‘‘through’ His blood, and, because they
are ‘‘saints,”’ He earnestly enjoins them to ‘“‘put
on’’ certain moral and spiritual qualities. For it
15 perfectly plain that if God, in the abounding
riches of His love and grace towards us who
believe, has brought us into oneness with Christ,
and  into everlasting  relationship with  Himself,
He cannot but require from us a walk and testi-
mony suited to His holy nature and character.
This being so, we are of necessity drawn into
separation from, or conflict with, all that is con-
trary to His will.

Looking into the epistles with reference to these
points, we find that the injunctions as to what
we arce to ‘‘put on’’ are always based on the
coreat principles set previously before us in the
same epistle.

We may refer to 1 Thessalonians v., Ephesians
vi., and Colossians hi., as each giving different
instructions as to what we are to ‘‘put on’’; and,
for the sake of distinguishing between them, we
may call them testimony garments, battle gar-
ments, and walking garments.
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TESTIMONY GARMENTS.

In 1 Thessalonians v. 8-10 the saints are viewed,
not as in conflict, or as walking consistently with
a new-creation standing, as we find elsewhere,
but as sons of light and of the day in the midst
of people who belong to the night and to darkness.
The light accordingly should be given out by
them. They are therefore called on to bear
testumony to the realities of Christianity, the three
esscntial characteristics of which are faith, and
love, and hope.

It 1s this testimony {or, bearing witness) to our
association with Christ, that often brings us into
trial. It was so with the apostle John. He tells
us that he was banished to desolate Patmos for
“‘the word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus.”” (Rev. i. 9.) If a light be set on a
candlestick it is that all that enter into the house
may see the light. A Christian 1s a light-bearer ;
and it 1s the will of God, not only that he should
be blameless and harmless, but, being in the midst
of a crooked and perverse nation, he should give
testimony to the Lord Jesus. The saints {that is
to say, all believers) are to “‘shine as lights in
the world, holding forth the word of life.’”’ (Phil.
1. 15.)

So, in Thessalonians, where the apostic, by the
Spirit, 1s contemplating the saints as surrounded
by those who are in darkness and unbelief, having
no hope, and without God in the world, he be-
seeches them not only to be sober, but to be
putting on. Observe, ‘‘putting on the breast-
plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the
hope of salvation.” In this way they would in-
deed ‘‘shine as lights in the world.”” They would
be known, in an unbelieving and dark place, as
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those who trust God; as those who do labours
of love; who love the Lord, His word, His ways,
His saints, and His blessed gospel of salvation
to precious and immortal souls in a world that
crucited Him, and still rejects Him; and also
as having, in a world that has ‘“no hope,” an
intelligent hope of glory, the expectation of the
coming of the Lord, and of being caught up to
meet Him in the air. (1 Thess. iv, 15-18.)

This 1s something more than the knowledge of
torgiveness of sins, peace with God, standing in
Christ, and relationship with God as His children;
for 1t mvolves *‘putting on’’; it necessitates the
activities of the heart flowing forth in testimony
to the Lord m a world of sin and darkness, and
declares that He 1s worthy, not only to be served,
but to be trusted, to be loved, and to be wailed
for.

Fellow-Christians ! are our souls going forth in
true testimony to the Lord? Do those who sur-
round us know us as those who really live and
walk by faith, and who, therefore, have no fellow-
ship with unbelieving ways and conversation? Do
we, as we have opportunity, labour in loving
ways, m the name of our Lord Jesus? And are
we known as unseliled on earth, because we arc
waiting for God's Sen from heaven? {1 Thess.
i. 10.) -

If so, the light does indeed shine; we have
put on ‘‘the breastplate of faith and love, and for
an helmet the hope of salvation.” But what a
poor thing it must be in God’s sight if He sees
only our heads filled with Bible knowledge, and
this breastplate and helmet not ‘‘put on”’! Let us
sce to it, beloved, that we never fail to put on
our teslimony garments.
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BATTLE GARMENTS,

In the Epistle to the IEphesians, where the
believer's position, (as now seated in heavenly
places “‘in Christ,”’) and his new relationships,
are treated of, he is recognized as battling with
wicked spirits in heavenly places, which seck to
encompass him with “‘wiles,”” or to inflict ““fiery
darts,”’ to withstand his entering into the place
znd character of blessing in the heavenlies, in
Christ, in which God in His grace has set him.

Satan, though he cannot hinder our eternal
salvation, does try to hinder the believer’s com-
munion with God, and joy in Him. We are,
therefore, exhorted to *‘put on’ the whole armour
{the paooply) of God, and to stand conscicusly
in, and enjoy, the blessings God has graciously
given us in His own presence inside the veil.

Here the breastplate is called ‘‘the breastplate
of righteousness,’’ that is, practical righteousness,
for if this be lacking| it is manifest that it would
give Satan a crevice in which he might effectually
lodge one of his ‘“‘fiery darts.”” And the believer
i5 exhorted to “‘put on’’ the panoply of God, to
“‘be strong in the Lord,”” and thus to withstand
Satan, and take possession of, stand in, and enjoy
the marvellous position and blessings which God
has so gractously given him ‘‘in heavenly places
i Christ.””  This conflict is often sharp, for Satan
and his hosts so withstand us that we are said
to ‘“‘wrestle’” against principalities and powers.
It 1s not wrestling with flesh and blood, not bat-
tling with circumstances down here, but conflict
with wicked spirits as to our standing, abiding,
and enjoyment inside the veil, where our Lord
Jesus 1s. These battle garments then must be
““put on,”” the conflict must be entered upon, if
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we would be consciously in our true place inside
the veil. 'This battling, too, implies the activities
of the soul going cut in ‘“faith and love,”” skil-
fully using ‘‘the truth,”’” and conscious of being
in the place of entire dependance, crying unto God
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and having but one weapon of attack, namely,
““‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God.” How mmportant, yea, how absolutely
necessary, it is, that we should ‘“‘put on’’ these
battle garments, if we would triumph over Satan,
and possess and enjoy our true resources of happi-
ness and strength which our gracious God and
Father has given us “‘in heavenly places In
Christ !’ .

Dear Christian reader, do vou know the swect
liberty and joy of standing consciously before God
in all the acceptableness of Christ, as already
seated in Him ‘‘in heavenly places,”” having all
your springs, resources, and blessings in and
through Him? Depend upon it, unless we enjoy
our recal blessings inside the veil, we shall never
really take our true place here as going forth to
Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.
(Heb. vi. 19, 20; x. 19, 20; xiii. 13.)

WALKING GARMENTS,

In the Epistle to the Colossians, the believer
is not looked at as in the heavenlies, nor simply
as a child of light in the midst of darkness, but
15 seen as ‘‘risen writh Christ,”” who is his life.
(Col. iii.) His walk, therefore, should be con-
sistent with that truth, the outflow of resurrection
life. He is accordingly enjoined to ‘‘put on,”’
not battle garments, for the subject is not conflict;
not testimony garments, because it 1s not simply
the manifestation of light in the midst of dark-

Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)



Words of Truth (Carter) 10 (1918)
TESTIMOXNY, CONFLICT, AND WALK, 205

ness, though every act of godliness must be more
or less that; but he 1s to ‘‘put on”’ what may
be called walking garments; he is to walk, as we
have said, suitably to such as are ‘‘risen with
Christ.”” 'The walk of the Christian, therefore, is
living out this new-creation life in Christ, to *‘Pur
on as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love,”’ to
be forgiving like Christ, encircling all with a girdle
of ‘“love,” ‘‘peace’’ ruling the heart, which,
endued with grace, prompts praises to the Lord. -
Thus occupied with Him, we shall let His word
dwell richly in us, and seek to do everything in
His name. Thus we <hall be practically Christ-
like; we shall ““walk even as He walked.”” The
path is holiness; love, faithfulness, and truth. It
is obedience, self-sacrifice, Christ-honouring ;
happy too, for wisdom’s ‘‘ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”” (Prov.
i, 17.) What a bIfe of lowly dependence, self-
denial, and continual occupation with the Lord
Jesus such a walk involves! _

We may add a word from 1 Peter 1. 13, where
beltevers are exhorted to ‘‘gird up the loins of
their mind.”” 'The reason for the figure, girding
up, being here used is plain; for in this epistle
the believer is looked at as a stranger and pilgrim
on earth, pressing on to the inheritance reserved
for him in heaven. The path being encompassed
with ‘‘ afflictions,””  “‘trials,”” and *‘ manifold
temptations,’’ the loins need to be girded. As
travellers in the East, whose journey lies through
a rough and thorny way, find it absolutely neces-.
sary to fold up their long, flowing garments, and
gird them round their waists, lest they might be
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caught by the thorns and briers of the way, and
thus get entangled and detained in their journey,
so must we ‘‘gird up’’ the loins of our mind. We
should be so sensible of the dangers and difficulties
of the way as to feel the imperative importance of
bracing up the energies of our souls, and go for-
ward, onward, and upward in the might of the
Spirit; cheered too with ‘‘ the hope of glory,”
the inheritance reserved for us in heaven, we
should be prepared to avoid every entanglement,
and overcome every obstacle in our path.

So may it be with us, dear Christian reader,
that the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ
may be magnified by us, and in us, ‘‘till He come.”’

Christian life is characterized, not only by cer-
tain subjective qualities which flow from Christ,
but by its having CarisT HiMserLr for the aim
and object of the heart and mind in all that we
do in every respect. Christ personally reigns in,
and is present to, the heart in everything. To
the inexperienced cye of man, Nature s often
confounded with grace. But the intelligent con-
sciousness of Christ as the heart’s object, of His
presence, of the seal of His approval wHEN ONE
FHINKS OF HIM, cannot be confounded with any-
thing. There is nothing that resembles it; noth-
ing that can appear to take its place. When He
reveals Himself to our hearts, and the heart
walks with Him, and communes with Him in all
things, and secks only the light of His counten-
ance, the seal of His favour on the soul in all
things, then He is known, WiELL KNOWN. There
is none but He who thus communicates Himself
to the soul when it walks in the way of His will,
as expressed in the Word.,
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