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“Not Forsaking.”
OME twenty years ago I was in I— on business,
and when about to enter R— Street, which led
directly to my destination, I felt that I ought to turn
aside and go through a parallel street. I had not
proceeded more than fifty yards in this side-street,
when I met a young brother from a distant part of
the country, eating cherries out of a paper bag; this
I found was part of his vegetarian diet cure.

“Hallo,”” said I, ‘““What are you doing here so
far from home?”” = “‘I am here in a hydropathic and
vegetarian establishment,”” was his answer.

““Why, you look the picture of health, there can-
not be much the matter with you. But tell me,
where were you last evening, for I did not see you
in the meeting P’ He replied, ‘‘Is there a meeting
here? 1T thought there was none nearer thag D—,
where I hope to go next week.”’ | |

““There hds been a good-sized assembly here for
years, and you could have easily ascertained this.
How long have you been here?’”” His answer was,
“Four weeks.”’ | |

“Well, that is really very sad,”” I replied, ‘‘it is
not good for young Christians to be in strange towns
without seeking Christian fellowship. The young
brothers have a meeting among themselves this
evening and will be very glad to see you; I trust
you will go and join them.”

I fear, from later enquiries, that he did not go to
the young men’s meeling. He was a good bicyclist,
and not very long after undertook to race the local
train, which ran parallel with the road near his
home. He beat the train, but just before reaching
the station, the road he was on crossed the railway.
He would have had time enough to pass before the
train came up, but the rails caught his wheels and
threw him on to the track. The train could not be
stopped and his triumph ended in a sudden death.
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When they took his body up they carried it into
a house near by, which turned out to be the very
house in which our meetings mentioned ahove were
lield, and which he had neﬂ‘lected to attend. This
seemed to me a most solemn w arning from the Lord.
There 1s little doubt that he was saved, for the Lord
would not chastise so severely an unconverted man
for neglecting His gracious warnings. May we all
be hke those in Acts 1v. 23, who ° belng let go, they
went to their own company.” A dear brother told
me once that he had often come home tired and
weary from business, and felt inclined to stay away
from the meeting, till he remembered an old couple
of eighty years of age, who, although living at some
distance; were most Ien"ular in their attendance at
both the week-night meetings in this same room.

" In the coming year, then, ‘‘let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works:
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is: but exhorting one another:
and so much the more as ye see the day approaching”
—the day of declension, of general apostasy and of
divine judgment long deferred.
o ' T.W.B.

 Encouragement for Evil Days,

HE Epistle of Jude is a very short one, but how

much there 1s in 1t! What contrasts there are !
Bewlnnmn with soothing tones of precious comfort,
followed by alarming blasts of warnings of evils—
evils that are now curreni—it finishes on a note of
such height and sweetness as carries our hearts on
to w orehlp and praise.

Of the 25 verses in the Epistle, 15 are coneerned
with' the gross evils of the last days, and quch is the

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)
3

<erious nature of these evils, that burning words are
poured forth as from a fiery furnace of dlvme indig-

dhon Serious to the last degree is the msta,
opened out to us. Solemm, deeply solemn, are the
characters of evil presented ; in proof of whic ha cloud
of witnesses 1s hummoned—ﬁ,how different from that
of Hebrews xi.!

But what was before me was the special provision
of encouragement for evil days. The first verse
aopens W ith sustainment and comfort; full, rich,
most blessed, making special and ample pronVlmon
against the dangers “and evils of which the later
verses warn wus.  ‘‘Jude . . . to the called ones
beloved 1n God the Father and preserved in Jesus
(\‘h;ist” (New trans.). Oh, the comfort of being

“called””! If God has called us He will take the
responsibility, “Whom He called . . . them He
also glorified’’ ; “‘Faithful 1s He that calleth you,
who also will do it.”

In London at every dangerous corner stands q
policeman. The surging traflic coming from far as
the eve can reach makes a crossing seem impossible,
hut the policeman’s vigilant eye is upon 1t. At the
right moment he lifts up his hand and all that mighty
stream of traffic behind him comes to a dead stop.
When he calls you to come across, he takes the
responsibility ; he has watched for you, he has made
a path for vou and he will see you safely across.
And this is as true for the little child or the feeble
mvalid as for anvone else. Is there a dear timid
one amongst our readers® We would say to such
an one what some in a crowd of long ago said to
blind Bartimeus, ‘“Be of good comfort, rise, He
calleth thee.”

Does not the Apostle Peter, after reminding us
that judgment must begin at the house of God, set
our hearts at rest with the beautiful words, ‘‘Casting
all yvour care upon Him for He careth for you”?
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and again, by telling us He is ‘‘the God of all grace’ ?
Let us drink in the lovely words and not allow
familiarity to cheat us out of their fulness. If the God
of all grace has called us to His eternal glory, He
will see that we get there. He has sent His Son to
prepare the way, and the blessed Son of God Himself
has become the way, so that it cannot fail nor can
aught in earth or hell prevail against 1t.

Then comes the lovely expression, ‘‘in God the
TFather,”” only used on one other occasion—when the
Thessalonians were passing through fiery trial and
needed special comfort and help. Before we get to
the Father’s house on high, we have this inestimable
consolation. And as if to heap comfort upon
comfort, the word is given us, “Beloved in God the
Father’’—infolded in the Father’s love! Did ever
so few words convey so much? Let them sink deep
down into our hearts, there to be an ever-springing
well of divine comfort that all the demands of these
perilous times cannot exhaust.

Perhaps that word ‘‘preserved’’ may send your
thoughts instinctively to Psalm exxi., which is full
of His watchful care and ends with, ‘““The Lord shall
preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from this
time forth and even for evermore.”” How beautiful!
—Dbut, if possible, there is somefhing even sweeter
than this. In Psalm xvi. is a prayer of our adorable
Lord when a dependent Man down in this very
scene 1n which we are. The opening words are,
“‘Preserve Me, O God; for in Thee do I put My
trust.”” In matchless grace He has trodden the
path before us—‘‘in all points tempted like as we
are, sin apart’’; again, ‘‘touched with the feeling
of our infirmities,”” and He knows just the love, the
sympathy, the preserving care we need in passing
through a hostile scene. What a strengthening
consideration 1s this!

But there is further special comfort in the saluta-
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tion; for “mercy’’ 1s added to the usual salutation.
The knowledge that the last stage of the church’s
wilderness journey is rough and dark and difficult,
makes us feel the need of mercy. And we are to
have 1t 1n abundance. Mercy, as also peace and
love, are to be multiplied to us. If you multiply
you soon get a big result. It is God’s way. Our
blessed Lord Himself was putting it into practice
every day. In Him, as Man down here, we gee the
perfection of the meat offering, the sweet savour of
which ever ascended to heaven. Every thought,
word and deed was pure and perfect, affording
ineffable delight to the Father; every footfall in this
desert scene emitting a fragrance the memory of
which shall never die away.

But with all this encouragement we must never.
be inactive but give diligent heed to the exhorta-
tions of our Epistle. Never was there more need to
contend earnestly for the faith and for the building
up of ourselves on it, than there i1s to-day. Mark
the word ‘‘yourselves’’—it 1s mnot addressed to
leaders, pastors or teachers. All must take part in
the building up. Notice also that, before the call
to conflict in verse 3 and the call to service in verse
20, the saints are addressed as ‘‘beloved.”” What a
thrill an endearing word like this gives in the
pressure of severe trial! What a stimulus to
strenuous service !

Then we have, ‘Praying in the Holy Ghost’’—
not vain repetitions surely, not asking ignorantly
for the removal of that which may be unpleasant
to us, but led by the Spirit into the knowledge (which
intimacy with the Lord gives) of what is suitable
and well-pleasing to Him. ‘‘Keep yourselves in the
love of God’’ i.e. in the abiding consciousness of
His love. The more evil the day, the more should
we retire into communion with the One who loves
us, cherishing in our hearts the very words of our
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beloved Lord, the Son who ever dwells in the
Father’s bosom ““The Father Himself loveth you,””
and, ‘“As the Tather hath 10ved Me, so have I loved

‘you, continue ye in My love.”

- ““Looking for the mercy of our Lord J esus Christ
unto eternal life.”” We have “mercy’” at the
beginning of the LpISﬂB and here again af, the end,

carried up to where it will be [no more needed.

Blessed hope’ Crowning mercy! The Tord Him-
self coming for us and causing mortality to be
swallowed up of life, death to be swallowed up of
victory, and every trace of the enemy’s power to be
for ever gone so far as it can affect us. Then-—
wondrous thought!—we who caused His exceeding
sorrow will be the occasion of His exceeding joy.

A.J.H.

How the Lord Encourages Young Preachers.

T is nearly fifty years since a brother, moving

away, left me 1in charge at Willowbrook Room in
the south of London, where a happy work in the
Gospel an(] a large Sunday School had long been
carried on. The gracious way the Lord encouraged
us ought perhaps to be told to His praise, and to
atlengthen the confidence of young workers, who
might think that their efforts are ummportant
One of such instances T will relate.

"~ One Sunday evening we had read the first chapter
-of Revelation, intending to preach the Gospel from
it, but to my own great surprise I was led to deliver
‘a’lecture on the difference bhetween a sinner first
coming to the Saviour, and a believer who had got
astray returning to Him. In the former case one
approaches as guilty, burdened with sins, and in
danger of being lost for ever; but pleadinig the value
of the blood “shed for lost sinners, and coming
through Him whom God has set forth as a Mercy-
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seat for the-forgiveness of sins. Such an one,
through mercy, learns that the Gospel of Christ is
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth (Rom. 1. 16). He hears in faith the
gracious words: ‘““Thy sins are forgiven’’ (Luke vil.

48).

When, however, a Christian has left the path of
obedience and gone into the world, the self-judgment
and the shame are, if possible, greater; for ingrati-
tude has been added to the transgreasswn yet one
does not return to the status of a poor lost sinner,
to be cleansed again by the blood and justified before
the throne of a judge, for this had already been done
once for all; but confession and contrition are
necessary, and the application of the washing of
water by the word. In Numbers xix., where it is
a question of purification for sin (verse 9) when one
had touched a dead body, there was no fresh applica-
tion of the blood, but the ashes of the red heifer
brought to remembrance the sacrifice whose blood
had been sprinkled seven tfimes before the
tabernacle of the congregation. The running
or living water in Numbers xix. would refer to the
power of the Holy Ghost applying the truth of
Christ’s death for us to the conscience and heart of
him who had gone back to a world that had been
crucified to us and we to it (Gal. v1. 14).

After the meeting I saw a gentleman with a tall
hat and a big Bible under his arm standing by the
door Waltlno to speak to us. He said: ““I have
preached the (Gospel nearly all over England, but
have for some time got away from the Lord; I was
standing at the other end of this long street this
evening and a voice seemgd to say to me: ‘Go to the
Gospel Room at the end of the road.” T had before
noticed the room in passing by. You can mdge how
suitable the subject was to my case this evening.’

The Tord had spoken to him, we did not need to
say much.
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The room was now almost empty, but a young
Iady remained seated. She proved to be the
daughter of a brother who had been occupied in the
Sunday School, so she knew the room well, but we
had not seen her for years. She said: “‘I was going
up the steps of the church in Rye Lane (a mile away)
when a voice seemed to say to me ‘Go to Willow-
brook,’ so I descended the steps and came straight
here, arriving somewhat late.”” She also had strayed
from the Good Shepherd and could not leave the
room without confessing it and seeking help.

What wonderful ways of grace in reaching the
heart and conscience of sinners or erring ones will
the judgment seat of Christ reveal!

T.W.B.

Familiar Talks on Fundamental Truths—4.

Sanctification.

OLINESS of walk.—No consideration of the

subject of sanctification (or holiness) would
be adeguate which did not include the practical
ways, the growth in grace and conformity to Christ,
which is enjoined upon us in such Scriptures as the
following :—‘‘Follow peace with all men, and holi-
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord”
(Heb. xii. 14}, ‘“‘For this is the will of God, even your
sanctification . . . for God hath not called us to
uncleanness, but unto holiness (1 Thess. iv. 3-7).

Here it is plain that the Scripture is speaking of
holiness in our everyday walk and of the practical
effect on the believer of having the Holy Spirit in
us. The second Epistle to the Thessalonians makes
the difference between these two aspects very clear.
So we read ‘‘But we are bound to give thanks always
to (God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salva-
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief
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of the truth; whereunto e called you by our
gospel.”’

Sanctification of the Spirit, thereforu, in the last-
quoted passage, accompanies belief in the truth, and
was a fact true from the very beginning, from their
conversion. Growth in grace follows afterwards
in due course, for the Apostle prays that the God of
peace Himself may sanctify them wholly and that
““their spirit and soul and body be preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

It 1s important that we should remember that we
must never use one part of the truth to weaken an-
other; for it is clear that the New Testament speaks
plainly and pointedly of the fact that from the very
first actings of divine Jove in the soul, right through,
& bellevmn person is sanctified. At the same time
the Word of God, prayer, self-judgment and walking
in the Spirit, all conduce to the soul’s pmctmal
growth in holiness.

Now let us turn to another portion, ‘‘By the which
will we are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all . . by one oﬁermn
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified’’
(Heb. x. 10, 14). These Scriptures do not speak of
persons taken to heaven for saintship but of those

walking on the earth in the everyday circumstances
of life: indeed, what they teach us is nothing less
than this—that if a believer died the moment that
he believed (as was the case with the penitent thief)
he 1s sanctified and made fit for the paradise of God,
“made meet for the inheritance of the saints in
light”’ (see also Aets xxvi. 18 and Heb, 11, 11).

Death strips us of everything that is unfit for the
presence of God; then having bheen born of God,
having received divine life, we are sanctified by the
blood of Christ and by the Holy Spirit. We only
learn what holiness really is by the place that the
blood of Christ has brought us into; that is, a place
of nearness to God. No effort of ours, however deep
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and real, can give us this place apart from faith in
the perfect work of Christ; but nearness to God,
really known and enjoyed, must have its due effect
upon us. I can never lose my place in the holiest
which the blogod of Christ has obtained for me,
though 1 may “often lose the enjoyment of it.

Now it 1s just .here that the present gracious
ministry of the Lord Jesus, as set forth in the
washing of the disciples’ feet in John xiii., comes in
——the great principle of practical sanctification by
the removal of that defilement which i1s contracted
~with worldly things or the allowance of that which
1¢ contrary to God.

There are two ways by which sanctification 1s
promoted and both are ministries of the Lord Him-
self in the exercise of His perfect love towards us.
One 1s by the application of the Word to the heart
and consclence, as we read in Kphesians v., “That
He might sanctify and cleanse it (the church) with
the washing of water by the Word’’; and the other
1s by dlsmplme “He (God) for our (1 e. Christians’)
profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness™
(Heb. xii. 10). _The aim of discipline 1s to free us
from every thing that hinders Christ being formed
in us practically ; but there is also chastening which
we bring upon ourselves through the allowance of
the works of the flesh.

Perhaps one great reason why many Christians
find a difficulty in understanding this submct and of
the readiness with which x\hat 1s called ‘“Pentecostal
blessing’’ is sought after, arises from the erroneous
teachmfr that prevallq as to the way in which God
has dealt with the flesh, or the evil nature in us.
This is the subject of Romans vi. and vii,, where
God’s way of deliverance from the bondage and
power of sin is clearly taught. These Scriptures
show us that we are ‘‘dead with Christ,”” and we
are exhorted to ‘‘reckon ourselves dead indeed unto
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sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus our Lord’’;
again ‘‘our old man has been crucified with Him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence-
forth we should not serve sin.”’

Carefully note that 1t is not said that we have to
die to sin, but that we have died with Christ, and
what we have to do is to keep the old nature in the
place of death——the place in which God has put it.
How serious the struggle is to subdue and overcome
““the motions of sins which did work in our mem-
bers’’ 1s known more or less to all ; and consequently
the great importance of understanding these two
chapters in the Epistle to the Romans. The truth
ig that when Christ died, I died with Him, and now
I have to “‘reckon’ myself dead.

A story told of the efforts of a monk to overcome
the w orking of the flesh in himself will bear repeat-
ing —One (hy when listening to a brother reading,
the monk happened to lift his eyes and to gasze
dreamily upon the trees and sky. When he awoke
from. his brief reverie, his aars had lost the thread
of the book. Abashed at his worldliness, and to
restrain himself from such wanderings in future, he
had an iron collar made for his neck, and bending
his head towards the earth, chained it to his foot
never more to allow his eye to entice his soul to
wander. This was legality, not holiness. Many
tales might be told of similar qtrugg’leq 1n penance
and mortification of the bodv. But however genuthe
they may be in purpose, thev end only in misery
and failure.

How different the effect when the truth of God is
known and learned in the dea,th of Christ! We are
set free from bondage to sin and brought into that
liberty wherewith Christ sets His people free. TIn
fact Christ 1s the one blessed %oluhon of all our
difficulties as well as the One 1in whom we hav
eternal salvation. |

- T.R.
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“‘The Heavens Declare the GIory of God.”

. Psalm xix. 1-6.

SOME years ago Dr. J. S. Plaskett, the Director
of the Dominion Astro-physical Obsewatory at
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, discovered
twin suns by the aid of the 72-inch reflector telescope.
‘One of these 1s 15,000 and the other 12,000 times as
bright as our sun. They have been named Plaskett
after their discoverer. Thouo'h a thing almost in-
credible, 1t 1s computed that these sung are fifty-two
quadrillions of miles distance from the earth; that
they burn at a temperature of thirty thousand
degrees I"ahrenheit as they whir] around one another.
One—the more massive, is stated to be seventy-five
times, and the other sixty-three times the bulk of
Our sun.

That we have no knowledge of the vast extent of
the heavens, as is suggested by Job’s question, is
therefore perfe( tly clear. The Lord alone knows
their number. ‘‘He telleth the number of the stars.
He calleth them all by their names’ (Psalm cxlvil.
4); “‘Praise ye Him, sun and moon : praise Him, all
ye stars of light”’ (Psalm cxlviii. 3).

Our penetration into the great beyond is greatly
circumsecribed by the limitation of our puny faculties,
though the day of glory is at hand—that blessed day
when all that is created will come under our vision.
And, more remarkable than even this, our eyes will
behold Him who created them all by the Word of
His power; the Lord Jesus Christ, who brought into
existence these marvellous constellations which fill
infinite space. ‘‘They shall see His face’” (Rev.
xxii. 4). But even at the present time wonderful
things have been revealed to us: things which call
for the subject mind, and an ungrieved Spirit to
mtelligently comprehend.. ‘‘Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath prepared for them that
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love Him. But God hath revealed them unto us by
His Spirit” (1 Cor. ii. 9-10).  These things have
their source and centre in Christ, dead, risen
glorified and coming again.

To understand and enjoy all this that is now ours
i Him is our God-given privilege, and should also
be our earnest aim, so that God may be glorified and
we filled with gladness while pressing on to see Him
face to face.  But this demands obedience to the
Word, and that we should have the same spirit
which filled the Psalmist in Psalm exix. 98-104,
“Thou through Thy commandments hast made me
wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with
me. I have more understanding than all my
teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation.
I understand more than the ancients, because I keep
Thy precepts . . . through Thy precepts I get under-
standing : therefore I hate every false way.”’

With what untiring patience did the blessed Lord
minister to His disciples before He went to the
Cross, and yet somehow they did not understand,
~ nor indeed could they fully, until He had died, and
as He had said, the Holy Ghost had come so that He
might both open their understanding and dwell in
them. Then they remembered and understood with
joy the precious ministry of Christ while Ha was
here, whom they gazed at as He ascended to heaven,
and whom they, and we too, shall yet behold in a
new torm— ‘this same Jesus”’—and be with and
like Him for ever. It is good to gaze at His handi-
work in the heavens above, but better still to be
above and gaze upon Himself, - By faith ‘‘we see
Jesus’’ now, while soon ‘‘we shall see Him as He
18’ (Heb. i1. 9; 1 John 1i1. 2), and both sights —the
present and the future—are infinitely more wonder-
ful than any astronomer has ever disclosed in the

vaults of heaven.
1.P. (Montreal.)
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“The Father of Lights.

James i. 17.

OD is almighty, all-wise, all-good—and God 1s

for us. ‘‘Father of li rhts Tefers to the sun
as the source of light and 0‘00d It is a figure
expressing how all the blesamos we have, come to us
from the very heart of God, who is the source of them
all. The sun it 1s that O‘ives light, warmth and
prosperity to the earth, so that there should be an
answer in fruitfulness.

Verse 11 of our chapter points to the fact that the
glory of this world passes away as a flower of the
orass; but the word of the Lord, as Himself,
endureth for ever. Jesus, the Christ, will displace
everything of the old creation ; not a vestige of which
will enter that glorious universe of bliss to which He
will give 1ts character, as well as being 1ts Head.

It is important to see that, in this verse (17), we
have the sun in an abiding character; the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning.””  God dispenses everything that is good
for the prospeutv of our souls, so that we may be
made sensible of His blessings, ‘‘Aecording to His
own will begat He us by the w ord of truth, “that we
should be a certain first-fruits of His creatules
(verse 18, new trans.)

God’s grace it 1s that 1is the sole and divine
source of any good that is in us, as born of Him
and that through faith—since it 1s by the Word of
truth. By that Word we are born again, and recelve
a mnew life, according to the will of God. We
belong to the new creation—we are its first-fruits.
How wondrous, blessed, and precious this is to the
soul! As one looks into a mirror one sees one’s
face 1n it; so also by beholding what T am “‘in
Christ’” T find that, through grace, I am ‘‘taken
into favour in the Beloved.”” And now it is my
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blessed privilege to act as the man that I am; not
as the man I once was. :

~ The objective side is seen in: Chnst as we read
in 2 Cormthlans i11. 18, “But we all, lookmg on the
glory of the Lord with unveiled face are trans-
formed according to the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Lord the Splmt” (new trans.).
So also we look into the perfect law of liberty in

Christ. We mneed the objective lest we should
become occupied with the subjective in ourselves.

All was perfectly and divinely expressed in
Christ as He went through His daily hfe in this
sin-stricken world. The perfect law of liberty
shone out in Him in its perfection. We come
under the blessings of the new covenant now—
all the love of God having been expressed in
Christ. Having the objective, we look into the
perfect law of liberty; the new nature in us finds
its true satisfaction in expressing what is according
to God, as seen 1n Christ. How sweet and
precious the Gospels become as we turn to them to
gaze on Him with our heart’s adoring eyes!
““Every good gift and every perfect gift’’—nothing
that i1s from Him is other than a good and perfect
gift, 1if we only use 1t and value it as such.

God being the Father of lights—Himself light
—the dlbplay of this light 1s seen jn His ways with
us. A wondrous c,pec‘clum indeed, in which the
glory of the light is displayed in its many-coloured
rays. And it s all of grace! We are familiar with
these lights as seen in the jewels in the high priest’s
breastplate ; the embodiment of the light was in
those gems upon which the names of the tribes of
Israel were engraven. We have them again in the
jewels of the eternal city, the perfect dlSplay of
God’s attribu'es, upon which all is founded there,
and which therefore form an eternal foundation—
God displayed in His own nature.
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. 'Who could change this in any one detail? ‘“With
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”’
The:main thought here i1s the unchangeableness of
God as the blesser; so if there is no response from
us it is our own fault. The sun is always shining;
the conditions that make for growth, from God’s
side, are always present; and all are centred in and
shining forth from the Lord Jesus Christ, in view of
the growth in grace which He looks for on our side;
for He cannot be anything else but what He is. He

cannot deny Himself.
R.E.C.

“‘The Father Sent The Son.”

1 John iv. 14.

Father divine! in grateful love
We bow before Thy face,
While for Thy gift unspeakable
Our souls o’erflow with praise.
Thine only Son, Thy heart’s delight
Far back, ere time began, _
Thou, in Thy boundless love didst give
To die for ruined man.

Thou gav’st Him, too, well knowing all
That lay before Him here—

The thorny crown, the purple robe,
The gall, the cruel spear;

And, in that hour of woe supreme,
When Jesus bore our sin—

Thy patient, holy, suffering Lamb—

- Thou didst forsake Him then.

Father! this mystery of love
Must all our praise excel:
No human, no angelic, tongue
Its wondrous depths can tell;
" For what were we, that Thou on us
Such love shouldst e’er outpour?
“We bow, and, filled with joy and awe,
Father and Son adore. |
. C.H.v. P
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“Christ Loved the Church.”

HE love of the Son of God for the Church, as it

had been from everlasting, so must it be to ever-
fasting ; as it 1s here written, ‘‘Having Joved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the
end.”” Kvery age and scene must witness the same
love 1n some of its services, and 1n 1ts abiding fervour
and truth. No change of time could affect it. The
dreariness of this world and the glories of heaven
found it in His heart the same. Neither sorrow nor
joy, suffering nor glory, could touch it for a moment.
His death here, and His life in heaven, alike declare
it. Nay, much more, He had served her in this love
before the world was, when He said, ‘‘Lo, I come!”’
—and in the kingdom after the world, He will serve
her still in the same love, making His saints to sit
down to meat, while He waits on their joy (Luke
xii. 37).

Such was the Lord, such is the Lord, and such
will be the Tord in His unceasing service of love
towards His saints: and He tells them to be His
mitators. ‘“‘1f [ then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s
feet.”” He expects to see, among us on earth,
the copy of that which He 1s doing for us in heaven.
He is there daily washing our feet bearing our need
and meeting our defilements before the throne; and
He would have us daily washing one another’s feet
bearing oirie another’s infirmities, and helping one
another’s joy, here on the footstool.

“Love, that no suffering stayed,
We'll praise, true love divine
Love that for us atonement ma,de,
Love that has made us Thine.”’
J.G.B,
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The Gospel.

THL last few paragraphs in the article entitled
“It is a Light Thing,”” which appeared in
November “Words of Help,”” struck a chord in my
heart. What a cheering thought that every precious
soul won for Christ will be to the gratification of His
heart for all eternity! We know they will be there
as the fruit of the travail of His soul, and yet we
need to remember also that we have a responsibility
to carry the message to everyone we can.

The great apostle to whom was committed the
truth of the Church was foremost in proclaiming
the gospel, and went forth with the belief that he
had a debt which he must pay to all. “I am a
debtor,”” said he, ““both to the Greeks and to the
Barbarians; both to the wise and to the unwise.”
Souls cannot be won without sacrifice and effort,
and perhaps this has not been sufiiciently felt. Paul
suffered for the gospel (2 Thmn. 1. 10, etc.), and
exhorts Timothy to be not ashamed of “the testimony
of the Lord,” but to be “‘a partaker of the afflictions
of the gospel.” “The testimony’ here, no doubt,
embraces the truth of ‘“‘the mystery’’ and all that is
connected with a glorified Christ. Tt is the whole
revealed truth for the present time, no part of which
should be omitted in its season.

But we fear the importance of the gospel has not
been laid to heart as it should. And when we con-
sider what 1t 1s 1n 1ts fulness-—the gospel of the grace
of God, and the gospel of the glory of Christ, as so
pLamly set forth in the Epistle to the Romans 0o as
being distinetly‘‘ the gospel of God,”” how could
there be anything more to the lory of God, and
more wondrously grand, than the wospel'?’ But, sad
to say, we have heard dlsparagmg‘ remarks made of
the gospel and of those who preached it. Yet what
a sower of the Word and preacher of the glad tidings
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was the Son of Man Himself! Oh, that we had more
of the heart of Christ!

““Could Christ for sinners weep,
And shall our tears be dry?”’

It 1s not only that the full truth should be known,
but also there should be compassion for souls. Some
have this latter more than others; and it will
certainly not be lacking in the true evangelist. But
surely 1f the saints had more of the mind of Christ,
they would have this earuestness and compassion
also.

God 1s still working; the Father and the Son are
working in grace (John v. 17), and God graciously
uses His servants that souls may be saved. To what
extent have we considered this? We are apt to be
{urned aside and to miss the mind of the Lord, to see
only one thing, and lay all the emphasis on it, to
the neglect of that which is dear to the heart of
Christ.

It should encourage us to know that ‘‘the long-
suffering of God is salwatlon not willing that any
should perish,” and though the many are refusing
to have to do with God io-day, yet, as long as the
Lord tarries, we are to know that some are tosbe
gathered in. And il is surely a part of ‘‘Holding
fast His word and not denying Ilis name’ to pro-
claim the gospel far and wide. His presence in
that can always be counted on just as truly as in
the gathering to His name. God’s love to the
world was expressed in the gift of His Son,
and His object in sending out the gospel 1s that
souls may be saved and Jestus may be glorified.
Has He not, in I{is grace, saved us, and should we
not then have conﬁdeuce that He will save many
others also ?

There is no more wonderful message to declare
than ““the gospel of the blessed God,” which is
““concerning His Son Jesus Christ.”” ‘“How beautiful
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are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things!’’ Let us, then,
have grace and real heartfelt desire to serve in the
gospel of His Son. How touchingly does the apostle
give the saints at Philippi credit for their joyful
mtereqt in His service (Phil. ii, 17). Again in Phil.
1. 7; we read, ‘“Ye have me in your heart (margin)
inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence
and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers
of my grace.” ‘““The regions beyond’ should ever
be the motto of the ev anwehst and, much as the
assembly should appreciate The ministry of the Lord’s
servants, there should surely be the fullest sympathy
with their efforts to go forth to the world.

F.EH. .

“For Me and Thee.”
Matt. xvii. 22-27.

HE more we contemplate the ways of our

beloved Lord in His gracious pathway through
this scene, the greater must be our apprehension of
their exqu1s1te perfection. The record in this gospel
of their development furnishes us with the most
blessed instruction in them

He came to His earthly ppople in the very way
(ch. i.) and at the very place (ch. ii.) foretold in
glowing words by their great prophets Isaiah and
Micah. His public ministry was heralded just as
predicted by the same great prophets (ch. ii1.). He
presented Himself as their Messiah (ch. iv. etc.),
teaching with authority (chs. v., vi., vii.), display-
ing divine power in grace, e.g., heallng the leper—
for which it was acl\nowledoed divine power was
needed—(chs. viii.-ix.), and sending out His
disciples to announce the Kingdom at hand (ch. x.).
Yet in ch, xi. we find how fully He was rejected, and
n ch, xil. they seek to destroy Him.

Will He not put forth His great power and con-
sume them with the breath of His mouth? No: He
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had come to save, not to destroy. But He no longer
seeks fruit from His uneyard (ch. xiii.) ; He becomes
the Sower and sets forth, in parables, the kingdom
in mystery with the hmo absent. 1In ch. xvi. He
reveals the church which He would Himself build,
and in ch, xvii, the heavenly glory of the kingdom
to- three chosen ones. So that the kmgdom n
mystery, the church, and heavenly glory, take the
place of Messiah on earth. Redemption must be
accomplished. In ch. xvi. the Lord had forbidden
His disciples any more to announce Him as Messiah,
and in verses 22, 23 of ch. xvii, He tells them plainly
He is about to be betrayed and put to death. Then,
in this touching way, He shows them the new associa-
tion with Himself beyond death.

When the collectors of the temple tribute came to
Peter with the quesfion, ‘“‘Doth not your Master pay
tribute P’ he, forgetful of the glory of the Lord,
answered ‘‘Yes,”’ putting the Lord- on a level with
every Jew. Only three or four months previously
Peter had made so full and beautiful a confession of
who He was that. Jesus had pronounced him
‘‘blessed’’ as a recipient of a direct revelation from
His Father. And in the interval he had been one
of the chosen ones to be with Him on the holy
mount, privileged to witness the transfiguration and
to hear the testimony from the excellent glory,
““This 1s My beloved Son in whom I am. well pleased ;
hear yoe Him.”’ Jesus had thus been revealed and
manifested as Son of God tq Peter. He was, more-
over, Lord of the temple as we see in Psalm x1.,
Malachi iii., etc. , how then could He be asked to pay
the tribute ?

But the Lord, though not present, knew all that
had happened and takes Peter up, about it. . And
when Peter had admitted that earthly kings take
tribute from strangers, not from their own children
(or sons), Jesus said, ‘“Then are the sons free. Not-
Wlthstandmg, lest we should offend them, go thou
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to the sea and cast an hook, and take up the fish that
first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his
mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money; that take,
and give unto them for Me and thee.”

What blessed grace! The Lord associates dis-
honouring Peter with Himself. He said, not the
Son, but ‘‘the sons are free’’ ; not lest I, but ‘‘lest we
should offend them’’ ; the money to be miraculously
provided is ““for Me and thee.”” And to intensify
the identification, the money needed for both 1s 1n
one coin. For Me and thee—how individual and
what intimacy! Each believer stands in this per-
sonal and intimate relation with the Lord. If in
joyful wonder we ask, ‘‘Lord Jesus, are we one with
Thee? O height! 0 depth of lovef” Hebrews ii.
11, gives the glorious confirmation, ‘‘ He that
sanetlﬁeth and they who are sanctified are all of

one.”’

We must linger a moment over His glory which so
shines out in this incident. We recall the word,
“The world is Mine and the fulness thereof.’’ Having
taken, in grace, a place with the poor and despised
of His people, He had not here the money to pay the
tribute. And yet He wag the Creator and Sustainer
of all things. Had He not a short time before spoken
to that sea when its waves were raging under a storm
of wind, ‘‘Peace, be still,”” and there was a great
calm? So now, kmmmg* exactly where, in tho‘%e;
miles of sea, that coin lay, He directs a fish in its
deeps to take it up and bring it to Peter’s hook.
Omniscience and omnipotence are found in Him who,
in surpassing grace, was the lowliest of men.

All the need was supplied by the Lord. God
supplies all our need according to His riches in crlory

by Christ Jesus.

The provision is made through death, for out of
the waters the fish is taken, With ado'rmo* hearts
we 51110' ' ' '
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“‘Baptised in death’s dark waters,
For us Thy blood was shed;

For us Thou, Lord of glory,

- Wast numbered with the dead.

With Thee, our Life, we’re risen,

And shall besglorified.”

The precious corn of wheat would not abide alone
but has died in order to bear the much fruit, in which
—eternal thanks to Him !—we have our part. ‘

“One spirit with the Lord,”” oh, blessed truth!
what 1s our answer to it? Alas! what failure has
come in here. May we not learn a lesson from our
well-beloved Lord in this lovely incident? 1In it He
teaches us to walk in humility, ready to surrender
our personal rights in order not to offend—especially
those who may be carrying on the service of God.

A.J.H.

“These Things.”
Matt. xi. 25-30.

HE above words have a special significance as

they were spoken at a time when our blessed
Lord was sensible of His utter rejection by His own
nation. The gospel by John differs from that of
Matthew in that it begins with the Lord’s rejection :
while the scripture before us indicates a gradual
course of rejection terminating in the Lord’s denun-
clation of cities in which He had ministered and
which had refused His ministry.

What was on the Lord’s mind when He turned
from all those earthly hopes that would have united
Him with the nation He loved. and that had so
treated Him? Was it nct that He might introduce
Himself in a new character, namely as the revealer
of God as Father, to the feeble and distressed
remnant who were weary and heavy laden, borne
down with sorrow and cast out from all the then
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privileges of Judaism? In His character as Son of
the Father He was leading them into that new
relationship, which carried with 1t the knowledge of
the Father far beyond the prevailing system of
Judaism. “These thmgs’’—things which are
based upon the work of the Cross—could not be
crasped by human intelligence. The adult should
not aspire to greatness but rather, as another has
~ said, baekshde into childhood and become a “‘babe’’
mn splrlt It is to this spirit of the babe that ‘‘these
things’’ are revealed. 1t is beautiful to see the per-
fect accord and unity of purpose which existed
between the Father and the Son. Human wisdom
and intelligence remain in darkness as to these
blessings. The revelation of this new relationship
of God as Father could be known only to those who
were babes in spirit.  ‘“KEven so, Father, for so it
seemed good in Thy sight.”

To this weary and worn-out remnant, who had
already owned Him as Messiah, and the One promised
to restore all things to Israel, He turns with all the
affection of His loving heart to lead them off the
ground of Judaism, :Emm under law, and from look-
ing for the Lmn‘dom mmto an entirely new and
dlﬁerent relatmnslnp, “Come unto Me and I will
give you rest.””  We must look at this pronoun Me
very carefully for it has a very different signification
in its connection here, from its ordinary use. The
spiritual mind will at once detect that the T.ord here
refers to Himself in that mnew character, already
mentioned, as Son of the Father, which was unknown
to Judaism,

The rest given, as another has said, is the new
relationship with the hnowledge of the Father far
beyond Judaism !

“Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall ﬁnd rest

unto your S()uls For My }OLB 1s easy, and My
burden 1s light.”” By bearing in mind the character
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which these pronouns give to our Lord as Son of the
Father it will be easier to grasp the fact that He
refers to His filial subjection! The yoke being
indicative of His implicit obedience to the Father’s
will,. which He enjoins us to take, and thus learn
from Him all that is due to the Father thus revealed
by the Son.

The rest found is in the practical enjoyment of the
rest given in grace. The Son, as the obedient One,
was able to find and to speak of the easiness of the
yoke and the lightness of the burden because He
had Himself walked in that path.

P. (Montreal.)

Three Beginnings.

N the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth’’ (Gen.1.1). When we open the Book
- .of God how diflerent it 1s to any human book! I' There
is no effort to display superior knowledge, no in-
volved attempt to explain the how or why or when
of creation; in fact, nothing can surpass the sublime
simplicity of the first chapter of Genesis.

Here all is referred to God and this is enough for
faith, ““Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the Word of God”’ (Heb. xi. 3).
The believer has not io search for a ‘‘First cause’ ;
for him theories of Development, Evolution, and all
such speculations of man’s mind are out of court.
It has been often remarked that there 1s ample room.
for the geological periods, however long, between
verses 1 and 2. That the earth became without form
and void (or, as the Revised Version reads it ‘‘waste
and void’’) we know from verse 2, but as Isaiah tells
us, it was not so created: ‘“Thus saith the Lord that
created the heavens; He 1s God ; that formed 1t; He
established 1t ,He created it not a waste, He formed
it to be inhabited’’ (Isa. xlv, 18). How or when it
became waste and empty we know not; but the
remalning part of ch. I gives us the ordenno‘ and
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furnishing of the earth as an abode for man. Such
was ‘‘the beginning’’ as far as creation is concerned.

“In the beginning was the Word” (John i, 1).
Here we are carried back long before creation or any-
thing that had a beginning. - Is there any point in
a past eternity on which we can fix our mind P—then
the One designated as the Word was. He, the
Uncreated, had no beginning, He was eternal in His
being.

““All things received being through Him’’; and
so absolute is the statement that it is added, ‘‘without
Him not one thing received being which has received
being’’ (New trans.). What a wonderful unfolding
of the personal glory of the Une who was ‘‘with God”’
and “‘was God’’!

Let us meditate on these truths, let us hold them
tenaciously in this uubelieving age in which we live.
Everything hangs upon the tluth of the Person of
Christ, His eternal pre-existence in the form of God,
His equality with God, His absolute Deity, as well
ag His pure and spotless humanity. As our chapter
states it, ‘“The Word became flesh, and dwelt among-
us,”’

“That which was from the beginning”’ (1 John
i, 1). The distinet purpose in view in the Epistle of
John is to present Christ as the Life, the efernal Life
which was with the Father, in all the blessedness of
that relationship. It is not the same begmmn g as in
the Gospel, though it is the same Person in both. Itis
not ‘‘In the beginning,’” but *‘From the beginning,”’
that is, from the moment of His manifestation here
in this world. He was a real living Man who could
be heard, seen, contemplated, handled. @ What a
wonderful truth that the Life has been manifested;
and it 1s no other than the very eternal life which
was with the Father in eternity.

Every title in Seripture has 1ts own proper place
and significance. Mere it 1s not the “Word,” “‘with
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God,”’ as in John 1, but the ‘“‘eternal life’’ with: the
“Iather.”” God has been revealed by the only One
who was competent to reveal Iim—the only-begotten
Son, who dwelt ever in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him.

And why are all these blessed truths brought out
here? It is in order to show to the children of God
what the true character of the divine life is in all its
perfection and reality as known by the Son in the
intimacy of the relationship in which He ever was
with the Father. Such was the life as manifested
in Christ here.

““That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you,”’ says the Apostle; he did so in order that
we too might enjoy fellowship with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ. Could anything be
higher or more blessed? Being made partakers of
the divine nature, we can have fellowship with the
Father about the Son, and with the Son about the
Father, in order that cur joy may be full.

This never was known in Old Testament times,
however honoured many of the saints of those days
may have been. No, it was reserved for the moment
when the Son, who dwelt ever in the bosom of the
Father, came forth in love and grace to make Him
known for our blessing and enjoyment. And if we
enter into these prwﬂeﬂ“es will 1t not deepen our
reverence, increase our sense of gratitude for such

arace, and bring us in spirit, even now, into that
heavenlv sphele whlch shall be ours in actuality
when we are with Him in glory? F.G.B.

_“Grace and Truth.”

As seen in Jesus in John iv.

N the gospel of John we find the Lord Jesus as
‘Son of God, come from the bosom of the F ather,
and a® being the only One who could reveal Him in
a-perfect way. God had spoken tg the fathers by
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the prophets, but only One could reveal what was in,
His heart, it was Jesus, His beloved Son. God is
both love and light, so says John, and the Lord has
given us to know Him in these two characters,

Jesus was the light shining in the midst of dark-
ness and He has shed the light upon every man.
But this hght makes sin mamfest and the wicked-
ness of man’s heart, which could not bear the laight,
and never has had yest since he crucified the Lord
of glory. But in thus laying bare the heart of man
the Lord Jesus shows also the heart of God. At the
cross was demonstrated the fact that God could not
possibly tolerate sin; and Christ at the same time
revealed the fact that God i 15 love.

We often see the goodness and compassion of God
in the Old Testament, but divine love could not be
manifested in its fulness except in Jesus. We see
in this chapter a poor sinful woman who was so
miserable that she did not dare to go out in company
with other people on account of the shameful life she
had lived. She is surprised that a Jew should speak
to a Samaritan woman and that He should be willing
to give her water without having anything to- draw
with. She raises objections in order to escape from
that which reached her conscience in the words
spoken by the Lord.

Man born of Adam is always the same; he desires
to escape from the presence of God. When divine
light shines upon him and penetrates into the hidden
recesses of his heart, Adam seeks to hide himself
behind the trees of the garden. It is the same to-
day; man fears to find himself in the presence of
(od, from which he would like to escape by becoming
engrossed in the pleasures, or distracted by the
affairs, of this world.

The woman of Samaria tried to turn aside the edge
of the Lord’s word by discussing religious questions
. with Him, but the grace of God in Jesus was occupied
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with her in causing the truth to sink into her soul,
This was not to cause her needless trouble but to do
her good; His grace is always the same; if you are
still far from Hlm He would draw you in order that
you may be His.

What pains the Lord takes with her soul! He
desires to lead us to hide nothing from Him and then
He produces love in our hearts for His blessed Person.,
We must be alone with ITim in order that He may
discover to us what we are so as 10 do us good. There
are needs in this woman’s soul : what would she not
have given that her wrongdoing might be forgiven?
We find that all men desire o be happy; they have
an insatiable thirst for happiness. So 1t was with
this woman, and God knew 1t. He knows our
wretched state and reveals to us what awaits us if
we do not come to Him. He i1s moved with com-
passion towards her.

Jesus awakens the attention of the Samaritan
woman (v. 7). He who created all things was there
sitting on the well side; dependent on a sinful
woman for a little water : He wanted to reveal to her
what could make her happy. He presents Himself
to her as being the gift of God; and it is this gift
which God qtlll presentb He leads her soul to Him-
self in order to remove from her everything she
thought she had, and when she felt herself to be
miserable and unworthy He makes known to her all
His love.

Jesus gave Himself for us and communicates to
us a life which makes us capable of understanding
the love of God. Christ reveals the Father to us:
it is a spring which satisfies the soul’s thirst and
springs up to eternal life; He gives freely in order
to refresh the thirsty soul. No man has ever been
able to make God known, but the only-begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him. Do wenow seek to hide ourselves after having
understood what the Saviour is? When we possess
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Him we have everything in Him and we have need
of no other.

What are God’s thoughts towards men? Not
only has He desired to make them happy, but
He seeks worshippers. He desires to have children
—a beloved family. In the tabernacle of old God
remained hidden behind the veil, but now He 1s com-
pletely revealed. He is our Father, as He 1s the
Father of our Tord Jesus. He has brought us near
to Himself and has given us the title to becoma His
children in perfect intimacy with Himself. It is
Him we worship, and we may well say, ““To Him
who loves us and has washed us from our sins in His
own blood,” etc.

Only the blood of the Lamb can cleanse us and
make us fit to be in the presence of God. By faith
we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor.
viil. 9). The. Samaritan woman to whom He
revealed Tlimself recognised that it was He who
was to come and make known all things (John iv.

25).

Do you know Him and has He taught you the way
of drawing near to God? And we who have received
this grace, and who possess this well within us,
springing up lo everlasting life; does it suffice us
that we have been brought to know the Son of God ?
Have,we one desire 0111y-——to walk with Him alone
and leave aside bnth the pleasures and distractions
' of this world?

The Lord is coming soon—blessed prospect for
those who wait for Hun, solemn fact for those who
know Him not and who will have nothing but judg-
ment as their portion. May each of us taste for
himself the gift of God and possess Jesus as Lord
and Saviour.

' AL.
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Scripture Notes and Gleanings.

OD'S fellow-workmen’’ (1 Cor. 1ii. 9). Who-
ever the servants may he, they are God’s, in
direct responsibility ; not in this sense the church’
still less servants of a party. Not that, for this
reason, they doinot serve the saints ; for the more they
preach not themselves but Jesus Christ, the more
are they bondmen of the saints for His sake. But
they are God’s fellow-labourers, given of Him, doing
His work, responsible in everything to Him, and
finally to give Him an account. The phrase in no
way means ‘‘workers together with God.””  This
1s not the gist of the arg ument in the context; it is
a_thought and lanouan‘e foreign to gcnpture and
also, in my Judﬂ‘menf unhemmmo‘ and presump-
tuous. The emphasis rests on “God’s.”’ They were
“GGod’s fellow-workmen, workers together,” not
rivals . . . but companions in work under God who
employed them as such.
¥ * * * W.K.
- The whole of the Epistle to the Philippians sets
forth what Christ is for the Christian. Tts central
theme may be summed up thus:—Christ, the Life,
“For to me to live is Christ’” (i, 21); C‘hrlst the
Pattern; ‘‘Let this mind be 1 you which was also
in Christ Jesus” (ii. 5); Christ, the Prize, ‘I press
toward the mark for the prize’’ (111 14) ; Christ, the
Power, ‘I can do all things through Christ which
strenotheneth me.”” (iv, 13).

U.G.

The cross 1s the centre of the universe, according
to God, the basis of our salvation and our glory, and
the brightest manifestation of God’s own glory, the
centre of the history of eternity.

J.N.D,
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The Christ of God,

“ Who do the crowds say that I am? "’
* But ye, who do ye say thatlam?”’
Luke ix. 18-20 (New Trans.).

HE earthly path we wondering trace
Of Him who, full of truth and grace,
From heaven came down.
His glory veiled, Himself unknown,
Love, boundless love, in Him was shown,
But to the eye of faith alone,
Of faith in God.

Faith sees Him now exalted high—

The One who came in grace to die—
With glory crowned.

To Him who loves us thus we raise

Our joyful songs of thanks and praise—

Theme of our everlasting days—
Saviour divine! -

Soon we shall meet Him in the air,

The joy of His own heart to share
In glory bright.

Then when we see Him face to face

And view the glories of His grace,

The wonders of His love we’ll trace,
In God’s own light.

Lord, deepen in our heart and soul
Our love to Thee: do Thou control
The heart Thou’st won.
Let nothing here our souls beguile,
And may we thus this little while,
So live that we may win Thy smile

And Thy “Well done.”
M.E.B,
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A Word for To-Day.

F we look back upon the position and circum-

stances of the remnant of Israel in the days from
Ezra to Malachi, we may find many truths which are
helpful to ourselves to-day. 'They had to contem-
plate the same outward weakness in the testimony
of God on the earth, and the fact that, through the
sin of the nation, they were deprived of those marks
of God’s presence which once distinguished them.
They had no Shechinah of glory, no pnest with Urim
and Thummim, no fire desc endmg from heaven on
the altar as in the days of Solomon. But they had
God; and so long as they were humble and faithful
to Him, this was everything.

Two things especially marked such a time as that
was, and they should mark wus to-day. Having
forfeited everythmg on the ground of the specml
privileges that belonged to 1 srael as a nation through
their sins and 1clolatry, they found their resource
in the unfailing grace of God. Though God did not
show Himself in displays of power as in former
times, He wag none the less the all-sufficient resource
for all those who were humble and who trembled at
His word.

Another thing which distinguished this remnant—
found also 400 years after Malachi, at the time of
the Lord's birth—was the constant expectation, on
the part of earnest and godly souls, of the coming
of the Messiah. This was the heartfelt desire and
hope of the remnant : and they were not disappointed.

Surely this is the right attitude for all those who
have intelligence in the mind of the Lord now. We
cannot look for outward displays of power: we can
count on the faithfulness of God. And we can and
should have before us the blessed and cheering hope
of the coming of the Lord, which is drawing nearer
every day, And when He comes, the whole Church
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will be caught up together to meet Him in the clouds.
This delivers us from that narrowness of spirit which
thinks only of ourselves, and fixes the heart on an
object well calculated to cheer and sustain the soul
amidst the prevailing weakness and the failure of
human resources and plans.

Propitiation and Substitution.

T 1s very helpful to us to distinguish clearly

between Christ as the propitiution for the whole
world, and as the substitute for His people. The two
goats 1n Levitieus xvi., typify Him in these two
aspects of His work. The Lord’s lot fell upon one.
This was Christ the propitiation. The people’s lot
fell upon the other. This was Christ the substitute.
John 1. 29, refers to the former, ‘‘“The Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world” (see also
Hebrews ix. 26). Christ did a work on the cross
in virtue of which every trace of sin shall yet be
obliterated from the whole creation. The full result
of this work will not be seen until the new heavens
and the new earth shall gshine forth as the eternal
abode of righteousness. It is in virtue of Christ’s
propltlatory work that God has been dealing
in mercy and goodness with the world and with man,
from the fall down to the present moment. He has
sent His sunshine and His rain upon the earth, He
has filled men’s hearts with food and gladvess. He
has been dealing in patience and long-suffering with
the human family.

And, further, it is in virtue of the same propitiatory
sacrifice that the evangelist goes forth with a world-
wide gospel, to proclaim it in the ears of every
creature under heaven. He cannot go and tell every
creature that Christ died as his substitute, but he
can tell him that He died ag a propitiation ; and when,
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through grace, the soul believes on the Lord Jesus
Christ, he can learn the further tranquillizing truth
that He died as a substitute, and bore all his sins
in His own body on the tree (Heb. 1x. 28), “So Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many’’—all His
people. In verse 26 we read, ‘‘He hath appeared to
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”” Christ is
never said to have borne the sins of the world. It is
utterly false doctrine—it is universalism. He bore
the sins of His people, and He has done a work in
virtue of which every trace of sin shall yet be
abolished throughout the wide universe of God.
These distinctions are of the utmost importance.
Seripture maintains them. Theology confounds
them, and confounds souls in consequence.
C.H.M.

The Lord’s Coming in 1 Thessalonians.

O we not lose much by overlooking the different

ways in which the Lord’s coming is presented
in the several chapters of this epistle? Having
drawn attention to them lately, an aged and gifted
brother told us he had never heard, read or noticed
how the blessings and privileges connected with the
Lord’s coming were, here in Thessalonians, so clearly
expounded to young christians but recently
converted.

Many say, “If I see the Lord Hlmqelf T shall be
satisfied, and shall desire no more.’ But such
tho\ughts are sometimes used to hide our slothfulness
in the Lord’s service. It is not well to pretend to
more spirituality than Scripture enjoins. If one
loves the Lord sincerely, one will long to have a
crown to cast at His feet. When a boy comes home
from a distant school at the end of the term, his first
desire should be to see and be with his pa,rents but
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Le has fo remémber that his parents have desires
fot hilm, and are most anxious that he should come
home Wlth good tesﬁmomals as to behaviour and
dlhgence in like manner the Lord wants us to be
among those to whom 1t can be said, ‘“Well done,

. . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord’”
(Matt xxv. 21).

In ch. i. 10 the great, the all-important hope
connected with the coming of the Lord is held out
to our hearts, viz., Himself: “To wait for His Son
frof heaven.” This - eclipses all other hopes for
true, christian affections. And we shall then know
what 3 joy the Lord has in seelnw His loved ones with
Him there, when, ‘‘He shall see of the travail of His
soul and shall be satisfied.”’

But in ch. i, 19, we read of another joy that the
Lord is preparing for His faithful ones, *“‘our joy.’
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For ye are our
olory and joy.”” This is a joy in the presence of our
Lord Jesus, thus a sanctified and holy joy, that He
will behold with complacency. He who could say
for Himself, ‘‘Behold I and the children which God
hath given me” (Heb. ii. 13) will have His own
pure dehoht in seeing that we also find-in His
presence some to whom we have been prwﬂeged to
carry the word of salvation. ‘“Ah,”’ says one, ‘“‘we
cannot save sinners.”’ Certainly not, nor can we
quicken a corn of wheat in the soil, but we can sow
it, and serve the Lord thus in our small measure,
even as Paul who planted and Apollos who watered.
If we bear this in mind we shall not lose an oppor-
tunity of helpmg along the road the young christians
around us, or 1nv11:1ng sinners to come and hear the
word of salvation. Would we 50 easily be deterred
from going to the prayer-meeting or the gospel-
meeting by a slight indisposition, or by the inclem-
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ency of thé weather, if we remembered the Iord’s
]oy in being able to comiend us on that blessed day,
“in His presence” ? He Wants s when before Hlm
t6 have those with us who are “‘our glory and joy.’
In ch. iii. 12, we read, ‘“The Lord make you to
increase and : abound in love toward one another and
toward all men, even as we do toward you.’ T'his
is with an end in view, but let us look at the way
first that leads to the end. This C"101‘10115 prayer was
answered, for we read in 2 Thess. 1. 3, that ‘“The love
of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth.”’
That a solemn question for our hearts: Could the
Apostle say that of me? Can my brethren with
whom [ meet, or with whom I come in contact,
recognise in me, in increasing measure, that love
which suffereth long and is kind, which envieth
not, and which seeketh not her own ? Oh, how much
efivy and self-seeking often lurk in our poor hearts,
unobserved by ourselves! May the Lotrd in these
last and difficult days thake us to increase and
abound in love one toward another, and then we shall
discover fresh christian virtues in outr brethren, and
probably more faults in ourselves than hitherto.

“To the end He miay establish your hearts
tinblameable in holiness before God, even our Father,
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His
saints.”’

We now have, in addition to the other joys and
privileges, the glorious fact and wondfous blessing
‘of being before, or in the presence of, our God and
Father on that day. Surely a good earthly father
takes a fatherly interest in his children and is pleased
at thelr successes: and what good child is there who
does not seek to be unblameable before his father?
0 my soul! hast thou thought that thy heavenly
F‘ither desires that thou cshouldest be unblameable in
holiness before Him on that ‘day, and that one way
that leads to this is love in activity towards the
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brethren and all men ? Surely it will not be necessary
to remind dear readers that we are not speaking of
the justification of a sinner, but of the well-pleasing
walk of one already justified by faith? The holiness
of the flesh says, ‘‘Stand by thyself, and come not
near me, for I am holier than thou’”’ (Is. lxv. 5).
Divine holiness manifests itself in being near to God
and like Him, in loving Him that begat and him also
that 1s begotten of Him (1 John v. 1). Knowledge
of the truth and purity of doctrine are surely most
conducive to holiness, but let us not rest satisfied
with these alone, but remember that if I have all
knowledge and have not love ‘I am nothing”’

(1 Cor. xin. 2).

‘At the coming of the Lord with all His saints.”
The view 1s enlarged, a great cloud of witnesses
arises before our astonished gaze. Does God want
me to think of all these? Who are all His saints?
Are they only those of the New Testament or may
I think of what Enoch prophesied, ‘‘Behold the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of His saints’’?  Our
(God and Father wished the newly converted young
Christians in Thessalonica to be unblameable in holi-
ness at that august moment when our exalted and
ever-blessed Saviour will appear accompanied by all
His ransomed ones from 0Old and New Testament
times. We shall have a nearer place than God’s
honoured saints of the Old Testament, ‘‘God having
provided some better thing for us’’ (Heb. xi. 40)

but they too will be present when the Lord is
manifested.

How puny and narrew our thoughts are of that
stupendous time when grace shall end in glory, and
when those who have suﬁered with Him shall also
reign with Him (2 Tim. i1, 12). May the thought
of those awe-inspiring and momentous ’rlmes that
God was pleased to depict for the saints in Thessa-
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lonica brace us up to forsake all that is unworth
of our high calling and enable us to cast off the fear
of men, to testify to the truth, and to walk circum-
qpeetlv redeeming the time, because the days are
evil.
- T.W.B.

The Philistine is in the Land.

FTER the death of Abraham his son Isaac du

again the wells of water which the Phlhstmes
had stopped up (Genesis xxvi1). These wells speak
eloquently of spiritual things. ~ The Philistines
represent the enemies of God’s people in all ages.
The Philistine of our day is leading many to turn
away from the Scriptures as the sole authority for
faith and life. It has been said with truth tha.t
modern theology is, in reality, but modern infidelity,
denying the revelation of God, the Deity and virgin
birth of our blessed Lord, and His physical resur-
rection. The refreshing wells of inspired truth have
been stopped up by these modern Philistines. These
foes of the truth have stated that other books are
mspired, and 1n the same degree that the Scriptures
are inspired, viz.: Shakespeare, Milton, Byron, etc.
They forget that inspiration has different sources.
False prophets we read, were inspired to speak lies
in the Name of the Tord.

To fight this hydra-headed monster is impossible.
The only way is to act according to the principle
given us in Numbers xvi. 26, in the words of Moses,
“Depalt I pray you, from the tents of these wicked
men.” The writer would counsel any who are under
the ministry of these modernists to break away and
associate themselves only with those who are
crthodox. Those believers who are sound in the
faith for which they earnestly contend, not only
claim that the Scriptures are inspired, but that they
are inspired by God the Holy Ghost. And who 1s
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it that is behind these poor dupes, who prate from the
realms of so-called science against the truth of God?
The answer 13 not far to ﬁpd Tt is none other than
he who was “‘a murderer from the beginning’’—the
“father of lies”” (John viii. 44). He is the originator
of all that is false, who has led men on to close up
the wells of eternal truth and introduce new cisterns,
broken cisterns that can hold no water.

The writer recently crossed the Atlantic in com-
pany with the editor of an Enghsh religious maga-
zine. The object of this publication is, "o uphold
the inspiration and integrity of the Bl_bl_e as the Waord
of God.”” A recent editorial in it, commentmg upon
the ravages wrought by “}ugher cr1t1015m, refers to
what archeology has done in its corroboration of
the records of the Old Testament. This has come
to us, for the most part, through the cunelform
recqrds of Babylon and Assyria. The testimony of
the hieroglyphics of Errvpt although less direct, has
also been invaluable in showing the reality of the
world in which the human authors of Holy Scripture
lived and wrote. They have shown the high state
of civilisation to which men had risen at a period
when a mistaken scholarship imagined all were still
back in the supposed barbarism of the race.

This mistaken scholarship, which, coalescing with
more avewed unbellef has blossomed out into the
‘“‘higher criticism’’ of the present day, bas, with
an amazing and almost incredible wilfulness, closed
its eyes to the mass of contrary evidence whmh has
come #o light since its theories were propounded.
Lt was also shown, in cambma.tlon w1th other causes,
that this “higher criticism’’ hag been lf;l.:['_geljr
;respo,n_s,l,ble for produmng that ““falling away’’ from
the faith (1 ',[’hess 11. ‘3)—--1 e., the body of christian
doctrine—which is so omlnous a characteristic of
the professed Christianity of the present day.

(Eo prove the truth of our remarks we need go no
further than the presu]enhal address before one Of
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the largest denominations in the old country, when
the following words weére used recently by one who
13 also the presudent of a theological college for the
trammo of young men for the Christian minjstry :-—

‘““We no longer stake our Chrjstian faith on the hlstorlclty
of the early chapters of Genesis, though as Denney says, he
who does not hear God speakmg thére, will hear Him no-
where. God is not confined to history as His only meang of
teaching us. We do’ not stake our Lord’s divinity on the
issues of controversies which must be settled on sciéntific
and literary grounds. We have been compelled by the sheer
weight of evidence to reject, or at least to modify, traditional
views as to the authorshlp, date and unity of many books of
Scnpture, to readjust our conceptions of the course of
Israel’s history, and to fnd where once we thought we had
a single document of one age, varipus strata, the work of
several hands the result of slow growth and of final
revision.”

Such words can only come from a modern Philis-
tine. It may seem plausible to say, ‘“We do not
stake our Lord’s divinity on the issues of contro-
versies,”’ but such phraseology is enough to make
every Ghrlstlan shudder, for, 1f the 1ssues of contro-
versies were true, and contradict our Lord’s truth-
fulness or Lnowledﬂ'e then His divinity must go.
The Lord Himself threw down the gauntlet to such
critics when He said to Nicodemus, *‘If I have told
you earthly things and ye believe not how shall ye
believe if I tell you of heavenly thmgs 22 If He
did not know who gave the Law and wrote the
Pentateuch how could He tell us anything about the
character of God or the future life?

1.P. (Montreal).

The Presence of the Holy Ghost,

;[‘ 1s very stmng in qcrlp;ture the way 1n Whlch
the Spirit of God meets thmgs which are wrong
amongst Christians, not by 1ower1ng the standard
of truth, but by mamtamlng it at its high level. We
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find an illustration of this in what the Apostle says
to the Corinthians, most of whom had just come out
of heathen darkness. Some of them were living in
a way that called for strong rebuke and even dlS-

cipline; but the truth of the believer’s standing in
Christ 1s never called in question for a moment.

No: the Apostle did not water down or accom-
modate the truth on account of their bad ways; on
the contrary he says in ch. vi., ““Know ye not that
your bodies are the members of Christ? . . . Know
ye mnot that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which 1sin you?”” Remark here how he holds
up the standard of truth, for what could be a greater
incentive to holiness of life than the fact that this
body is the temple, the dwellingplace, of the Holy
Ghost? Do we remember this and has it the place
1t should have in our daily life?

Again, let us take another exhortation connected
w1th the mmdwelling of the Holy Ghost, ‘“‘Grieve not
the Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the
day of redemptmn > This i1s a most important word
for every believer. We ‘“grieve’’ the Spirit when we
act 1n the flesh or according to the desires of the
flesh. It is true we do not grieve Him qway, as some
think, but we hinder His work ; for if we allow that
which 1s wrong in our practical life, the Spirit of God
becomes within us a reprover and has to lead us to
judge ourselves. Until we do this He is not free to
carry on His more blessed work of teaching us more
of Christ and of the blessings that are ours in Him.
Let us see to 1t, then, that we grieve not this holy
guest who dwells within us, and by whom we are
sealed to the day of redemptlon

At the close of that beautiful Epistle written to
the young converts at Thessalonica, we find another
important exhortation, “Quench not the Spirit.””
Here the context shows that it is a question of
hindering the action of the Holy Spirit in the
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assembly of God’s people. It was God’s desire and
purpose that the youngest and simplest among them
should be free to minister in the assembly, to lead
in prayer or in worship, as the Spirit of God might
direct.

We know only too well that there may be a restless
activity of the flesh in our assemblies; some may
speak or pray or give out hymns without the guidance
of the Spirit at all; but the way to correct this 1is,
not by making a rule which restricts liberty, but by
patient waiting upon God, bringing the matter
before Him in prayer, and, if necessary, by speaking
to those who cause the trouble in a wise and gracious
manner.

The whole question of the presence and power of
the Spirit of God is a very important and practical
one and very much overlooked in the present day.
Tivery revival amongst believers, as well as all real
blessing in the preaching of the gospel to the uncon-
verted, from Pentecost onward, has been the work
of the Holy Ghost; always doubtless, accompanied
by prayer. In prayver we express our complete need
of dependence on God for strength and blessing.
We know that it 1s not human strength or effort
which can accomplish the work, it must be by the
power of the Spirit of God. '

At the same time we must be in earnest. It will
never do to simply fold our arms and say we are
walting for the work of the Spirit. How earnest
men are about the things of this world—their
business, their pleasure, their political schemes, ete.
Is the Christian to be less earnest in the work of God ?
It 1s to be feared we are sometimes very apathetic
and unpractical in the Lord’s interests.

- We have only to look at the example of the early
disciples in the work of the gospel as recorded for us
in the Acts of the Apostles—which, indeed, someone
has suggested might be called the Acts of the Holy
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Ghost. There was the ministry of the Word of God;
watered by pr aver and énetgised by the Holy Ghost
and God &ave a rich harvest of blessmg We who
live at the eénd of the dispénsation may not see the
same outward manifestations of power, but the prin-
ciple is the same now as then.

Yet even this remarkable work of God’s Spirit did
not frée the labourers from hardship, toil and per-
segution. On the contrary, theirs was a life of
constant danger, of trials which most of us know
little about; but in c;pl’ce of all we read of them that,
‘““they were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost.’ ’
Let us remember that God is the same to-day, His
power and His grace is available where there is faith
and earnestness, and the Holy Glost is here and will
remain as long as the Church of God is still on earth.

F.G.B.

The “Healers” and “Pentecostal” People.

NHOSE who are at al] familiar with the doctrires
L of the present-day ‘“Healers’” and ‘‘Pentecost~1’’
people, so called, must be aware that the 2nd chapter
of the prophet Joel is a portion of Scripture to which
they repeatedly turn. believing that the prophecy
given therein is now being fulfilled. The Scriptures
which we guote below, thev apply to themselveg and
to their doings, Whlch thev assume to be of God —

‘Rejoice in the Lord your God, for He hath given you the
former rain moderatelv, and He will cause to come down for
yonn the rain, the ’rormer rain and the latter rain.” .
“And T will restore to vou the vears that the locust hath
eaten, the cankerworm and the caterpiller, and the palmer-
worm.”” . . “And it shall come to pass afterwards, that T
will pour out My Snirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon
the servants and the handmaids in those days will T pour
out, My Spint. And I will show wonders in the heavens and
in the earth, 1 ete.
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Now, what we want to know is this, Do these
prophecies refer to the present time? If they do,
then we may look for these manifestations; but if
not, we must turn away from all such pretensions.

A little careful reading of the chapter will be
sufficient to show to any spiritual mind the time and
place to which these prophecies belong. For the
help of some to whom this may not be qulte clear,
we will quote again from the chapter certain portlons.
omitted in our previous quotatmn — |

- “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion.” . . “Fear not, O-
land.”. . . “Be glad then, ye chlldren of Zion.” . “And
ve shall know that I am in the midst of Israel.” . “In

mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance. "

It can be seen at a glance that the prophet is here
foretelling events which will take place in connection
with the Jewish people and their land. They do not
belong to the ‘‘Church’’ dispensation or age in which
we hve but to a subsequent period of time. It is
not the Lord Jesus in the midst of the assembly as
we find in Matthew xviii. 20: it is not the *‘building’”
spoken of at the close of Iiphesians ii. (which is an
‘*habitation of God through the Spirit’’), but it is
Jehovah in the midst of Israel.

To make out that the 2nd of Joel refers to the
present {ime 1s a perversion of Scripture. The
truth is, it has no connection with the “Church’ as
seen in the New Testament. And thus, the founda-
tion of the doctrines put forward by these teachers
being wrong, the structure erected upon it cannot
stand. We are responsible to test all things by the
Word of God; that is one purpose for which it was
given, as well as to gulde our feet through the
labyrinth of confusing ideas which surrounds us.
“By the word of Thy lips I have kept me from the
paths of the destroyer’” (Ps. xvii. 4).

It makes no difference how loudly people niay*
profess, and what lofty claims they may make, our
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orly place of safety is in adhering closely to what is
written. If Satan quotes Scripture—and he does—
the dependent believer should say, as Christ did, *‘It
1s written again.”’

‘We all know that on the day of Pentecost the Holy
Spirit was poured out, and that on that occasion
Peter, in addressing the people, quotes from the
2nd of Joel. But it was then only a partial fulfil-
ment of that prophecy and not its direct and complete
fulfilment. Instead of Israel being delivered,
Pentecost was the commencement of an entirely
new work of God—it was what we might call the
birthday of the Church—a body formed from both
Jew and Gentile, baptized into one body by the
Spirit.

The early chapters of Acts show us that Christ was
then afresh ofiered to Israel, and it seemed as if the
kingdom whichi God had promised them was about
to be set up. But the mnation as such definitely
rejected Him, and in the stoning of Stephen they
resisted the. ’reqtlmony of the Holy Ghost.  Con-
sequently instead of coming into the blessings
promised them, God raised up the Apostle Paul as
a chosen vessel to carry the gospel to the Gentiles.
It was then that the formation of the ““Church,’’ as
a distinet body, began. The present period of time
1s the “Church” period which 1s in no way the sub-
ject of Old Testament prophecy. It is repeatedly
spoken of as the mystew”whlch was ‘“‘hid in God”’
(Eph. 1n1.) ; or as the “‘one body,”” which is now being
formed of both Jew and Gentile. Of this we do not
find a hint in the Bible until we come to P‘ml’
Epwﬂes

But has God cast away His people Israel? By no
means. There will yet be a fresh outpouring of the
Spirit upon them, and upon all flesh (see Rom. xi.).
"That, however, will be after the ““Church’ period
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is over, Christ will have come for His Church
before that time arrives.

We must not confound the “‘last days” of 2rd
Timothy i11. with the “‘last days” of 2nd Joel and
other Secriptures, such as Isa. 1. 2-4; Micah iv. 1; -
Hosea 111. 4, 5, etc. The first desorlbes the last dayq'
of Christendom ; the latter, the last days just before
the Lord’s appearing in ‘glory to put down His
enemies and begin His millennial reign.

We should learn to value and appreciate all
Scripture; but it 1s most important that we should
“rightly divide the word of truth’’; for Scripture
misplaced and misapplied is a constant source of
error. What false syvstem is there to-day that does
not come to us quoting Seripture? But shall we
accept them because of this?  Far from it. We
need to watch for counterfeits, especially on the part
of those who adopt feigned words and fair speeches.
Let us have only the truth and avoid all else. The
truth is a sure preservative to those who have it and
walk in it.

The practices of present day ‘‘Healers’” and
miracle workers are shameful, indecent, and un-
becoming sound doctrine and christian conduct. The
wreckage they leave behind them of disappointed
and (1am‘1g‘ed souls 1s a sad sight indeed. Such
acting only encourages mﬁdehty in the men of the
world. Could we imagine the early Apostles or |
servants of Christ departing from a city with some
20,000 dollars, or with a satchel so full of money that
police officers were told off to guard them on the way
to the train? Yet these things are facts recorded
te-day of these professedly ““Pentecostal’’ preachers
and teachers. May God’s people be preserved from
such snares of the enemy!

F.E.H,
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Boundless Love,

BOUNDLESS love of Jesus!
Its taste to me while here,
So fills my heart with gladness
I long to see Him there.

O boundless love of Jesus!
My fear is now all gone,
I’'m resting on the atonement

0f God’s heloved Son.

O boundless love of Jesus!

I sing aloud His praise;

For 1, a poor vile sinner,

Such heavenly songs can raise.

O boundless love of Jesus!
He gave Himself for me;
That I might share His glory,
And with Him ever be.

O boundless love of Jesus!

I cannot sound its depth;

But soon I'll know its fulness
Beyond the power of death.

O boundless love of Jesus!
Blest theme of glory bright.
For as He is, I'll see Him,
And walk with Him in white.

T™M, (New Zealand), aged 86.
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Victory and Defeat.

T was not long after Adam was sct up mm the

Garden of Eden until he failed; it may have been
the very same day. Since then, in every great
crisis and in every time of testing, the fallen race,
of which he was the head, has suffered defeat also.
No matter what form of responsibility he was placed
under—whether it was without law, with law, under
kings, prophets, or priests, etc., rmht on till Christ
Himself was cast out of the vmovald and crucified—
the history was always the same.

And every effort to find a remedy for the state of
things in the world, or something to satisfy the
eraving‘s of man’s heart, has been a failure. To-day,
Socialists and Communists dream of an Utopia, where
wrongs will be done away and everyone will be
happv but we have onlv to look at the result of this
1(1_9311%111 as seen In Russia to see what a delusion it
is. Turning away from Christianity, the atheistical
rulers of that country have been more oppressive
and cruel than the monarchy that they displaced,
bad as that government was in many ways.

Do we not see, as the close of the present dispen-
sation approaches the dark shadows of the coming
apostacy already falling upon Christendom? In
that day, God will send judicial blindness, a
““strong delusion,’”’ on those who have no love for
the truth, so that they will believe a lie instead of
the truth (2 Thess. 11) He tells us these things
i His Word so that we may be forewarned.

Now contrast this utter failure of the first man
with what has been accomplished, and will vet be
brought in, by the Second. Christ stood faithful
and true to God in every trial where Adam failed,

and incomparably more. He met and overcame
Satan at the femptfatmn in the wilderness at the
beginning of His ministry.  And even when the

great issue of good and evil was fought gut at the
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cross; when He was crucified through weakness,
when apparent defeat was His portion: then it was
that the greatest vietory of all was won—a victory
which se'rttled the whole question of sin, to God’'s
eternal glory, for all eternity. Through that work,
too, deliverance is hrought to poor captive slaves
of sin and Satan.

Thank God we, Christians, belong to a victorious
Christ.  We ’r‘mumph in His hmmphs and we
wait for the day when all things, hoth in heaven
and on earth, shall he headed up in Him. Thus
the Christian’s place 18 one of assured victory;
there 1s no doubt aboutl this, whatever his conflicts
or difficulties may he here.

And so, while passing through this fleeting and
unqahsfvmfv world, it is our privilege to account
that we are not of it, that ours is a better portion,
that we belong to a better country, that 1is, an
heavenly. We have to do our work and business
in the world, but this does not mean that we are
to defile our garments with its pollutions or to be
cavght by its seductions.

We wait for the day when the victorious Saviour,
“Son of man, will claim His rights and be exalted
over all the works of God’s hands.  Until then,
Jod will ox*er’tmp overturn, overturn all the
. things that man’s vain hopes are built 11p0n——-]n,-
pur suit of “liberty, fraternity, equality,” ete.—
all these will come to nothing: unless, indeed, 1
be open rebellion acainst God.

.1, Sharing Christ’s Thoughts.

N esteemed contributor writes us apprecia-
tingly of “Words of Help,”” and the following
extract from his letter is worth reproducing :—
“I most sincerely and prayerfully trust the Lorxd
will guide and use the ministry of His precious
word in ‘Words of Help’ to the awakening and
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building up of His saints, so that they may grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. My heart’s desire is, that
vou and all of us may be kept in close fellowship
with Christ, so that the spontaneous fruit there-
from may be love to all saints. To the same extent
that Christ is valued will the saints be valued. Inu
proportion as Christ’s thoughts about His saints
are known to me will all saints be in my thoughts.
May the grace of God so subdue us that we may
take stock of each other more in the abstract.
Balaam’s view-point should be ours (Num. xxiii.
20, 21; xxiv. 5).

““The year 1923 1s rolling away: It will be good
exercise for our hearts to recall how faithful .the
Lord has been in His constant care and service
toward us. How we need to realise what we owe to
His gracious activities as Shepherd, Advocate,
High Priest, and Head.

“In addition to all this, we await Him from
heaven as Saviour, to change our body of humilia-
tion and fashion it like His body of glory. I am
sure this thought must appeal to you more than to
many. The end the Lord has in view in all His
activities is the presentation of the assembly to
Himself; a glorious assembly, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and blameless.
As He contemplates it He will discern every feature
of 1t to have been derived from Himself, and at the
same {ime, will accept it for eternity as given to
Him by God the IFather to be His bride. No
thought of God is ever allowed to lapse; and this
one—though belied by the first woman—is to be
fully realised in the assembly as being united to
Christ (Genesis i1, 18).”

. NoTte.-——We desire to take this opportunity of sincerely thank-
ing those who have contributed articles to our magazine, but
we would like to say a few words on the subject of such. A
writer, as well as a speaker, needs to be much in prayer that God
would give him just what He would have communicated for the

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)

52

good of His people. Articles should not be long; not more tham
about 1,000 to 1,200 words. We have to consider what we might
call the ordmary Christian, rather than those who are deeply
taught in the Word of God. It is therefore important that papers
should be brief and pointed, expressed in words easy to be under-
stood and which convey the meaning clearly. Then also we have
to seek wisdom from God as to what is specially needed for the
times we live in, as well as meat in due season for any and every

child of God.—[Ed.]

The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh,

I this glorious event, we can scarcely be

reminded too often. Tn the parable of the ten
virgins we see 1llustrated hoy the early church fell
asleep; but we cannot believe that the hope of
Christ’s coming will ever be entirely lost by the
church again, rather will the hearts of ‘“His own’’
rejoice more and more in that ‘‘blessed hope.”” As
Christendom becomes increasingly corrupt, as we
are foretold in the Scriptures, so we are to ‘‘look
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unte
eternal life.”’

It is happy to think of the joy it will be to Christ
to come for the church as His purchased bride.
“The Lord Himself shall descend,”” He will not
send another, but He will come Hlmself Think
of .Hi-s':grace,- dear believer: He will come for you,
and He will come for me!

- How cheering is the hope of His coming ag ‘‘the
bright and morning star’’! It is night now. He
will come for us “JHSt before the break of day.”
It will be “mormnO” when Jesus comes. Before
the fulfilment of God’s promises to Israel and before
He comes in' judgment, the Lord Jesus will descend

from heaven and take His saints to meet Him in
the air (1 Thess. iv. 15-18).

‘We know, also, that Christ will appear to the

}world and “‘all - kmdreds of the earth shall wail
-_'because of Hlm but we are lookmO‘ for the meet-
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ing in the air before His appearing thus to the
world.  And yet we may ask ourselves, Are we
really looking? All Christians are supposed to be
looking for the rising of the morning star. Never
before were we so near His coming as we are now.
He might come to-day! Do we believe it? Does
1t move our hearts? It must, if we are His.

The bride hears a volce; it 1s the voice of her
beloved. And what does He say? _“Rise up, my
love, my fair one, and come away.”” He has not
said 1t Vet but He will say 1t ere long, and knowing
this, our hearts are now set upon Him where He
s, and where we shall be. Shall our object be to
make the best of this world?  Rather, let our
hearts be separated from it, for tha Lord Jesus 1s
coming to take us to be with Himself where He 1s.

The hope of His coming should comfort us in
trial ; Do we forget that? How it brightens things'!
it will more than make up for all that we have to
suffer here. We shall see His face! Oh, that our
hearts were set upon Him now, that we might think
and speak of Christ and His coming as we should,
and that we might act for Christ, too; being placed
here as we are, to witness and suffer for Him
during His absence. -

He is coming! The1e were those who waited
for Him before and He came. He came In lowly
grace for the suﬁermg- of death. But He promlsed
to come again, and He will come the next time to
take those to be with Himself whose sins He put
away at His first coming. He has redeemed and
fitted them for the nlory above by the shedding of
His precious blood, so that the question is once and
for ever settled for all who believe. With our con-
sciences at rest, we long to see Him and to be like
Hini.. There cannot be any dread about that, for it
shall be the most blessed realisation of all eu‘r hopes
The perfect love of God casts out all fear:
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Those out of Christ—the unsaved—might well
fear; and if they do not fear now, they wﬂl rightly
fear when He appears in glory And the mere
religious professor might well fear, for the door will
be shut against him when Christ comes for His own.
Those also who are depending upon their works
. should fear, for our works cannot make us ready to
meet Him. But for the true believer—the saved
one—it will be the most glorious of events. Praise
His name for His grace that has fitted us for that
sharing in that moment of His extreme joy and
blessedness, and ours also.

Are we not told to look for signs? No, we are to
lock for Himself !-—‘‘Looking for that blessed
hope.” “‘Unto them that LOOK FOR HIM shall

He appear’’, ‘“‘The Lord HIMSELT shall descend.”’
Could anything be richer or more blessed than that?

b_e'His best—it is HIMSELF who will come for
us !

Oh, to enter into it more! Here, we are in this
scene where our Lord was rejected. In His love
and mercy e has picked us out of the world’s filth
and sin. We deserved nothing but condemnation,
but Christ gave His life for us, and we have been
made to live in Him and He in us. - Here also we
suffer and groan. We see the failure of the church
as a witness for Christ, and irreparable ruin, to
which nothing can brmo relief but Christ’s coming.
Then He will receive the church into glory and
present it to Himself without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. Is there not something worth thmkmc-
about in that? We do not see the church in that
condition yet, far from it; but when the Lord Jesus
comes how different it wﬂl be!

You are a Christian. You are saved and the Holy
Spirit of God dwells within you; the love of God is
shed abroad in your heart by that Spirit of promise.
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. You “joy in God >’ But for all that you are in the
wilderness. You are not yet in the Father’s house
where the Lord Jesus is; though you can and do
‘“‘rejoice,”’ you also ‘“mourn.”” = But you shall be
““satisfied.”’ Surely your cry is, ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus.”’
And why? It is the Spirit-taught longing of the
bride to possess the Bridegroom, and then there will.
be ‘‘fulness of joy.”’

Have you realised that nothing can ever satisfy
your heart but Christ, and are you watching for His
coming again?

Christianity.

N HE metropolis of true Christianity is not St.
Peter’s at Rome, or St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London, or even Jerusalem in the Holy Land. It
18 true that the latter is to be the future metropolis
of the coming earthly Kingdom of the Son of man,
Jesus Christ our Lord. DBut the metropolis of
- Christianity is in heaven, where the risen Christ is.
He is now ‘‘set down at God’s right hand in the
heavenlies, above every principality, and authority,
and power, and domlmon, and every name that is
named, not only in this age, but also in that to
come’’ (Tph. i. 20, 21, new trans.).

Christianity is divine in its origin and heavenly
in its character. From heaven God carries on the
admnistration of ‘‘the mystery hidden through the
ages in God, who has created all things in order that
now to the principalities and authorities in the
heavenlies might be made known through the
assembly the all-various wisdom of God’’ (Eph 1i1.
9-11, new trans.).

- The Crusaders girded their swords upon thelr
thlghs to make way for, and to advance, the kingdom
of Christ on earth, and many an earnest Protestant
1s ready to do the same to-day, forgetful of the Lord’s
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own words, “My kingdom is not of this world; if -
My kingdom were of this world, then would My
servants fight that I should not be delivered to the
Jews, but now is My kingdom not from hence
(John xviii. 36).

Soon, very soon, it will be otherwise. The word
will then go forth, ‘‘Gird Thy sword upon Thy
thigh, O most mighty, with Thy glory and Thy
majesty, and in Thy majesty ride prosperously
because of truth and meekness and righteousness;
and Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible things’’
(Ps. xlv. 3, 4). Then, too, will His saints know
the right time for wielding weapons of war, for,
““The armies that were 1n heaven followed Him (who
in righteousness doth judge and make war) upon
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean”

(Rev. xix. 11-14).

But how different what is written of the disciples
of Christ when He was here on earth, ‘‘Blessed are
they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven’’ (Matt. v. 10;
gee also verses 11, 12).

It makes a complete difference in our conception
of what Christianity is when we have a due under-
standing of the times ahd see the calling out from
this world of a heavenlv people to follow a heavenly
Christ whom the world has rejected and to walk in
faith, realising that we belong to Him where He now
is. Such a path entails present suffering and con-
flict, and we learn something of the nature of this
conflict in His word, for we ‘‘wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places”’
(Eph. vi. 12). Of what avail is a sword or a stave
in this war? None whatever. A complete armour
is heeded and is provided; and this we are exhorted
to “‘take up’’ so that we may be able to stand in the
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evil day; for the object of the enemy 18 to keep us
out of the enjoyment and realisation of the heavenly
portion which is ours in Christ even now (see Eph.
vi. 18-19).

T.R.

Intelligence in the Things of God.

MONGST the various precious truths charac-

teristic of the Gospel of John and interwoven
with the whole structure of that Gospel, none is
more evident than the fact that the very words
spoken and the works done by our Lord Jesus were
those which the Father had given Him to speak and
to do. What a weighty responsibility this entailed
on those who heard and saw!

“My doctrine is not Mine but His that sent Me,”’
He says. How then am I to understand His teach-
ing—teaching set forth in the most simple words,
but with what a profound depth and meaning ? The -
answer 1s, ‘‘If anyone desire to practise His (God’s)
will, he shall know concerning the doctrine,’’ etc.
(chap. vii. 17, new trans.). 1t all turns on the state
of the soul: the question is, Is my eye single? Is
the true, honest, unreserved desire of my soul to do
God’s w1ll not my own? If so, this is the key to
the Understandin‘g of God’s Word.

Truly we are most thankful for godly and gifted
men who have helped us much ; but is Christ really
the object before the heart? That is the point we
must keep in view if we are to profit by His Word.

Let us take the Lord’s answer to the question
asked by the Pharisees, “Who art Thou?”’ He
8ays, “Altoge'ther that which T also say to you'’
(chap. viii, 25, new trans.). None could say this
but Jesus—it reallv means, ‘‘I am what I speak.”
His words represented exactlv what He was; and
He was the living expression of all that He said.
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- May we not well judge ourselves in the light of
the perfect One as we ponder His path here? How
often our words run far beyond what we are! How
often we show ourselves before others, in our actions,
to be different to what we teach or say!

Take, again, His question to the Jews, ‘“Why do
ye not understand My speech ? even because ye can-
not hear My word”’ (chap. viii. 43). They did not
understand, and they did not hear except with the
outward ear. But what does.the Lord mean? A
most important thing truly.

In human things, in the affairs of this life, words
are used to convey to the hearer a certain meaning.
If I say, ‘“This table is well made,’’ I use the words
to convey to the hearer a certain fact about the
table. But this 1s not so in divine things. In the
things of God, I must first know the thing, in order
to be able to understand the bearing of the words.

Take, for example, the questionof ‘‘new birth,” To
an unconverted man the words convey no intelligible
‘meaning; he cannot understand what is meant, any
more than one who cannot read cannot understand
a printed book. But to the Christian, who is him-
self born again, and who has the Holy Spirit as his
guide and teacher, the words are quite intelligible
and convey to the soul a most blessed truth. When
we have heard with the heart and conscience and
believed God’s testimony about Christ, the Blble
becomes a new book. And when thu,s read,
conveys, more and more, to the soul the impress of
its divine origin.

‘Why do Hmher Critics (so called) and sceptics so
often stumble over what seems simple to a christian
Sunday-school child. Because, not having the new
life and nature, they have not the capacity to under-
stand the things of God; of which we are distinctly
told that they are “‘spiritually discerned.””

Tt is as the whole heart expands to that sunlight
which comes from above, revealing God’s love in
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Christ—it 1s as He Himself, the lowly One, fills every
crevice of our renewed being—it is as God’s will and
Christ’s glory are our sole object and motive—it 1s
only ‘thus that we will have true spiritual intelligence
in the things of God.
. F.G.B.

- God Speaking.

YT we read Psalm xix. and the quotation from it
| Igiven in Romans x. 18, we shall find that God is
speaking by the firmament, and the words are heard
to the ends of the earth. Of the created heavens it
1s said, ‘““Their sound went into all the earth, and
their words unto the ends of the world.”” The divine
communications, whether in revelation or in creation,
are as broadcast as earth’s limits, and are addressed
to ‘‘every creature.”” There 1s no bound to His
message to man. And yet God has condensed all
that He has deemed 1t advisable for us to know into
one book—the Bible—which can be purchased for a
few pence and carried in the pocket.

As one passes through the busy streets of our
large cities just now, a new thing meets the eye,
namely, the wonderful development of what is known
as ‘‘listening in.”” May we not say that this
remarkable adaption of electricity has a counter-
part in the realm of gpiritual things? People who
are in earnest about spiritual realities are sometimes
.considered by the men of the world to be missing
some enjoyment, to be behind the times, and living
at a disadvantage. Really this is not so, for the
believer has a far deeper source of joy, inasmuch as
what the world is now so much taken up with, has
been known, in a spiritual sense, for ages. |

I trust it will not be taken as irreverence if, in
this paper, common words and objects seen every day
are taken to illustrate what is meant. If we only
knew it, the ether around us is full of electric waves,

~
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which, when detected by a suitable instrument,
convey real, distinguishable sounds to the listener.

Now the man of fcuth who listens to God’s voice
speaking in His word, as expressed in words given
by the Holy Spirit, has the wonderful privilege of
hearing what He has to say to him. It seems to us
marvellous that we should be able to listen to a
person speaking from the other side of the Atlantic;
but the man whose ears have been unstopped by the
ministry of Christ, may, like the one who was healed
of the deaf and dumb spirit of old, hear a voice from
heaven conveying spiritual music to his ears.

There is nothing sweeter than this in a spiritual
way. While youthful Samuel heard for himself the
word of the Lord, Mary of Bethany sat at His feet
and heard His word, the two disciples on the way to
Emmaus found their hearts burn within them as He
talked with them by the way. We also to-day are
not less privileged than they, possessing, as we do,
the spiritual capacity for receiving heavenly com-
munications because of the new nature, and the Holy
Spirit dwelling in us individually, and in the church
collectively.

Charles Wesley must have felt something of this
when he wrote :—

“When quiet in my house I szt

Thy book be my companion btlll
- My joy '.llw sayings le repeat,

Talk o’er the records of Thy will;
And search the oracles Divine,

Till every heart-felt word be mine.’

- Let us also seek to have our Leavenly and earthlv'
econnections so in order that we shall hear the&e
wonderful things. : . -

- Sometimes, When passing -the centres alreadv
meﬂtloned one can hear a demonstration on a loud
“‘speaker,”” of what is broadcasted, given in order to
mduce people ‘to purchase the instriment so as %o
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entertain the family or even a large circle of hearers.
Does not this remind us also of what we often hear
in the streets of our cities, namely, the broadcast
announcement of the glad tidings of the glorious
Gospel of God, made by men who have already
“listened’’ to 1t and received 1t themselves, and
have now, in their turn, become ‘‘broadcasters’’?
The evangelist iy anthorised, yea urged, to carry his
message far and wide and to ‘‘lift up his voice like
a trumpet,’”’ and this “whether men will hear or
whether they will forbear.””’

But whether God speaks loudly, as at Pentecost
and the subsequent revivals, or softly, to individuals,
the means.of communication is the same,—the living
Word of God. And surely we all ought to be
broadcasters in our measure! David prays at the
close of Psalm xix. ‘““Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy
sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.”’

The Word is the source of every right thought and
the power of every right utterance. @~ Well might
David again declare that it was more to be desired
than gold and sweeter than honey. May we,
believers, whose lot is cast at the end of the church’
higtory, in the period figured by Laodicea, hear the
voice of the Lord Himself and know the blessedness
of being called to sup WIth Him, as He mdeed will,
in grace Wlth us.

: : _P.W. .

-eChrist and the"GIorv of the Father. _

- John xvi. 7-15; Eph. iii. 14.21.

NHE blessed Lord was about to go back to the
Father who sent Him—to the greatest possﬂﬂe
place The Lord Himself had said, ‘““My Father is
greater than I'’: He had come forth from the Father
and was now going back to the Father. He had
done the Father’s will and accomplished everything
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needed to fulfil the counsels of God. Had He not
sald, ‘“My meat 1s to do the will of Him that sent
Me and to finish His work ?”’—and now He was about
to return to the Father.

It is brought out prominently in the Gospel of
John that ‘“All things that the Father hath are
Mine’’; both in His own testimony and the witness-
of the Hol Ghost. Jesus said, “The Father loveth
the Son, and hath given all thmgs into His hand.’’
Oh, how precious it is to see that everything is
centred in the Son; so the Lord says of the Holy
Spirit, ‘““He shall glorify Me, for He shall take of
Mine, and shall shew it unto vouw’’; for He was sent
into this world to testify to what was Christ’s. The
Spirit bears witness, because the Spirit is the truth:
Christ is the truth in the sense that in Him every-
thing is revealed objectively, but the Spirit is the
truth of all sub jectively in the believer.

Verses 8 to 11 are, in a sense, parenthetical; the
direct line of the Lord’s communications goes on
from verse 7 to 12. The Spirit, when He came,
would convict the world of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment: that is to say, His presence here
would be the demonstration of those three things.
In view of the rejection of Christ everything was
brought to an issue—sin, in that they believed not
on Him; righteousness, because He went to the
Father; Judoment because Satan the prince of this
world was judged. The whole world-system is

judged, as is demonstrated by the presence of the
Holy qumt here. It is not a question of judging
persons, but the system is laid bare and judged.

‘The grand point was that the Holy Ghost, when
He came, would bring into view another system a
gystem of things that lay in the Father’s counsels—
a glory-system, enhrelvdlﬁerent from what had been
heretofore. It is most 1mportant for us to apprehend
that God is sovereign in what He creates; it was so
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in regard to the first creation. If He sees fit to
create millions of suns, He does so according to His
own sovereign will. If He sees fit also to display His
love, He is sovereign in displaying it. He has His
own plans and purposes, hut the object in all-—the
One who was to be displayed in them—was the Son.

And so we read those wonderful words, ““All things
that ¢he IFather hath are Mine’’-—all that system of
things that lies in the Father’s counsels 1s created
in, and for, the glory and honour of the Son. Having
become Man in order to give effect to those counsels,
He becomes the Head and centre of all things. He
has power to give ‘‘eternal life to as many’’ as the
Father has given to Him ; thus the Father’s counsels
all have the Son for their object and centre.

In Ephesians 111. the Apostle prays to the Father
of our T.ord Jesus Christ, ““of whom every family in
heaven and on earth is named.”” His heart intuitively
turns to the Father’s bosom—which is the source of
all our blessedness—as David says, ‘‘according to
Thine own heart, hast Thou done all this greatness.”
As we apprehend the greatness of the Father’s pur-
poses, we get enlargement of heart, and one cannot
know anything of the testimony of the Holy Ghost
without getting enlargement of heart.

To know God’s will there must be separation from
the world, but the world looks on this as an insult
and will not be insulted without taking revenge. So
Paul experienced, for He unfolded the truth of ‘‘the
mystery’’ from a gloomy dungeon at Rome. What
a contrast to the world! What a vista of heavenly
. glory is opened to the eye of faith! What an in-
centive we have, beloved brethren, to make the
toutchstone of the Apostle Paul. our own! He gays,
“For to me to live is Christ’’ (Phil. 1. 2; iv. 9).

Now the effect of the testimony of the Holy Ghost
was to lead the disciples’ hearts to the place where
Christ had gone: it could not be otherwise. The

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)

64

Holy Ghost did not come to occupy God’s people
with things here—and a man lives where his
thoughts are—but to conduet souls to Christ where
" Heis. T.ike Abraham’s servant who was to conduct
Rebecca to Isaac; so the Holy Ghost conduets us to
Christ where He 1s.

What led the Jord to send this testimony, was
atfection for His disciples. It is perhaps a difficult
thing to take in tully the thought that the Lord loves
us. We may challenge ourselves as to how far we
love Christ; but our love to ITim won’t be greater
than our appreciation of His love to us; “We love
Him because He first loved us.”” Now 1f Christ
loves the Church He finds pleasure in the company
of the Church, and this must be so because company
is what we might call the exigency of love. TLove
will have company, so Christ will “‘preseut the
Church to Himself, ¢lorious, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing.”

May the I'ather of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
us with power by His Spirit in the inner man, that
Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith. The love
of Christ is also the love of God expressed in Him.
All that is divine is set forth in Christ, the display
is all in Him. Who shall separate us from the love
of Gtod which is in Christ Jesus our Lord? Stephen
saw the failure and collapse of all down here, and
he could look up and see the whole range of divine
olory come out in Christ. May God give us tn know
these two great principles—the love of God and the
alory of Christ, that which is the fruit and expession
of the Father’s couunsels, |

R.E.C,
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Am I My Brother's Keeper ?

M I my brother's keeper.”” Yes, certainly;

for this commandment have we from Him,
“That he that loveth God love his brother also.”
And who is my brother? The answer is simple,
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus 1s the Chaist 1s
born of God”’ (1 John v. 1), this 1s my brother,
Wherever the new life and nature 1s found, there
God Himself has formed the relationship; such an
one is my brother.

In times of persecution and trial in the Church
these truths were wvealized 1 2 very special way;
1t was sald of the early Christians, ‘‘See how these
(hristians love one another.” Their love was mani-
fest to the world around. Tt was the Lord’s own
command, “Tlmt ve love one another as I have
loved you,”” and this is repeated twice as though
to emphasise it in a special wav (John x1. 34; xv.

12). It was a love which rose above all pre]udlces
and peculiarities, and which sprang from the love
of God i the heart and the divine nature in the
believer.

When the Church wag bright and fresh, that love
was seen I 1ts blessed activity., So it was saud to
the voung believers at Thessalonica, ““Buat as touch-
ing brotherly love . . . ye 3.-'01115011*95 are taught
of God to love one another.”

Alas! the devil has brought in many things
amongst believers to hinder the expression of that
love and cause alienation of heart one from another;
but let us get into the light of God’s word and Jll(]f)e

ourselves in this 1espe('t We are our hrother’s
keeper; we have a responsibility towards him which
we never can rightly ienore or neglect. Not that

we have auﬂlomtv to 11110 over th faith or try to
compel him to do what we think right; “Not for
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that we have dominion over your faith, but are
helpers of your joy.””

Nor is it that love can be 1ndlﬁerent to what may
be wrong in another; it may even have to rebuke at
times. The Lord'says to the Church at lLaodicea,
““As many as I love T rebuke and chasten’’—His
rebukes are in love and for our good. Yes, I am
my brother’s keeper; not in the spint of meddling
or interfering or domineering over him, but in a
spirit of grace and lowly service for hIS wood Let
us remember this. :

The Refiner of Silver.

Malachi ii. 3, 4,

BOUT 1830 A.1., a few ladies met together n

the city of Dublin to meditate upon and study
the Scriptures. One of them remarked that the
expression 1n verse 3 above was very striking, ‘‘He
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” They
wondered if such a process was carried out in their
day, so one of them promised to call on a silversmith
and ascertain. She accordingly went and, without
telling him the object of her visit, asked him as to
the process of refining silver.  This he described
to her very fully. -

- ““But, sir,”” said she, ‘Do you sit while the work
of purifying goes on?”’ “‘Oh yes, madam,” replied
the silversmith, “I must sit with my eye steadily
fixed upon the furnace for if the time necessary for
refining be exceeded in the slightest degree, the
‘silver 1s sure to be injured.”

How beautiful this is as a figure of the Father’s
dealings with His children when He sees it needful
to put “them through furnaces of trial and affliction.
So to speak, the blessed Lord sits by. His wisdom
and love are engaged for Iis own as they pass
through every tribulation,
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As the lady was leaving, the silversmith called
her back and said he had still further to mention
that he only knew when the process of purifying was
complete when he saw his face reflected in the silver.

This also 1s a striking figure. The lesson it
points 1s that when the Father sees Christ’s image
reflected in His children the object of the trial is
accomplished. How often, when put through the
furnace of affliction, we are impatient in spirit and
disposed to fret instead of lying passive in the hands
of the One who in perfect wisdom is dealing with us
for our blessing. The language of our hearts should .
be, while going through the refining process,
““though He slay me yet will I trust in Him"
(Job xiii. 15). Instead of which we often cry to
God to remove the disciphine. If it is not removed,
the Refiner knows the process is not complete, but
He gives graee that we may submit. Three times
the Apostle Paul knocked at the gate of heaven to
have the thorn in the flesh removed but received no
answer, when he remembered what the Lord had
said unto him, ““My grace is sufficient for thee: for
My st)-rength 1s made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor.
xii. 9). » B '

It is hard to conceive it possible, that any one,
except the blessed Lord Himself, could with truth
declare what this beloved Apostle did, ‘‘most gladly
therefore will T rather glory in my infirmities than
the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore
1 take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong”
(verses 9 and 10).

The Tord was showing him the great things he
had to “‘suffer’”” for His name’s sake. He was a
chosen vessel unto the Lord and was commissioned
to bear the Lord’s name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel (Acts ix. 15). Let
us observe, by the way, that the Gentiles are here
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mentioned first, for it was to them particularly that
his ministry was directed. In Romans, chapter x1,
13, he writes, “For I speak to you Gentlles as I am
the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office.’

Referring again to the magnitude of the sufferings
of this man passing through the furnace, during the
whole course of his ministry, what an example is
presented to us. And let us remember his own
words as he gives a category of his sufferings, ‘‘Of
the Jews five time received I forty stripes, save one.
Thice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a nlght and a day have
I been in the deep. In journeyings often, in perils
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
c(}untrymen in_perils by the heathen, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness; in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
Besides these things that are without, that which
cometh upon me daﬂy, the care of all the churches.
Who is weak, and I am not weak ? who 1s offended,
and I burn not? Tf I must needs glory, T will
glory of the things which concern mine infirmities’

(2 Cor. x1, 24-30).

This wonderful servant of God went through the
refining process for Christ’s sake, and there was not
one pang suffered in body or mind that was not felt
by the One who was sitting by the furnace, and
watching that He might see the reflection of His

own blessed image in the course and career of His
devoted servant.

‘And what a recompense there was for Paul,
terrible as weré his sufferings! The power of
Christ resting upon him made him take pleasure
in all the things that he suffered. May the writer
and readers of thls paper profit by the example set
‘before us so that in any trial we may be in, we may
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see the hand of Him who lets us pass through it.
For we may rest divinely assured that it is for our
benefit and His own eternal glory.

1.P. (Montreal).

A Word on Galatians Illustrated by the
Orders given to the Kohathites.
Num. iv, 1.20; vii. 1.9; Gal. v. 1-10; vi. 12-14,

IT is impossible to read the epistles carefully,
beloved brethren, without seeing that the grace
of God, as manifested in the cross of Christ, is
presented in them in two very distinct ways. First,
we find salvation through the redemption that was
there wrought once for all. Secondly, we learn
that this same grace chafacterises the path of the
Christian through this world, The apostle says:
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ [not, ‘By which I have
been saved or been brought to God,” but] by which
the world is erucified unto me, and I unto the world.”’
That is, not merely does his soul rest in the deliver-
ance wrought for him from Satan’s power, from
sin, from death and judgment, but he finds a separa-
tion effected between Him and the world, and so
completely, that there is no desire on either side to
come together again. And that which has made
the separation is the cross of Christ. So that we
may look at the cross of Christ and say: Well, if
I am to go into the world, I must give up what God
has vouchsafed to me in that cross; I must outrage
Him who was nailed there for me, who shewed the
depth of His love to me in giving Himself, and in
siich circumstances of unutterable suffering for the
manifestation of divine righteousness in itself and in
1ts effects.

Now there are two sides to this proposition. You
might withdraw from the world and say, I stand
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apart from it; and in so doing might have your heart
Iifted up with thoughts of your superiority to it in
thus standing aside. But the other side of the
question presents itself, Would you have the world
draw aside from you? Are you crucified to it?
Paul had learnt the value of the cross, and accepts
the double position.

- With the Galatians 1t was far otherwise. There
was on their part an attempt to make a path down
here, such as the natural man might walk in; but
Paul says, I will not have it nor seek 1t.

It had not been always so with these saints. They
had at first received the truth honestly, and their
hearts had burned with affection to Christ and His
people.  He bears them witness that their love to
him, as the minister of it to them, was such that
they would have plucked out their own eyes and
given them to him. There was every sign of the
work being a true one in their souls; at the beginning
he had nothing to say against their course at all.
But when he looks at them after some years (there
18 no actual date given, but evidently some years
had gone by), such a change had taken place in
them, that, in considering their ways, he stands in
doubt of the-mras to whether there was a real work
of God in their souls. He says: T have confidence
in the [.ord about you, but when I look at you, I
can scarcely recognise you as my children.

Now what made this difference? You do not find
in the epistle that there was any moral evil among
them. But the fact was, they had given place to an
evil principle which was undermining and ruining
everything. They wanted to arrange SplI’lth‘ll
things so as to suit human nature and thus walk by
qwht not by faith. They were seeking to get up a
system of their own in which evelythmw Would @0
on wheels, as people say; like a machine in w orkmﬁ'
order, you have only to turn the steam on and all 1s
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set going at once.  That suits the natural man.
The Galatians had not got in their souls the sense of
the Holy Spirit ‘as a present living power in their
hearts, and so they turned to an external machinery
based, no doubt, on what in its origin was divine,
but, when misapplied, became the means of resisting
(God’s present purpose in grace; and by it they
brought themselves into bondage to their own
ordinances.

The apostle goes at once to the root of the matter
and shews them that, in so doing, they had really
given up the truth that God had sent down the Holy
Ghost to dwell in the hearts of those that believe,
to guide them into all truth, and to take of the things
of Christ and shew them unto them, and to be n
them a present living power for walking worthy of
"Him who had called them to His own kingdom and
glory, besides giving them the power to cry Abba,
Father, and to know what it 1s to be ‘‘an heir of God
through Christ.”’

I may be forgiven a short digression here for the
purpose of making this clearer; for it is of great
importance. The admittance that deliverance has
been wrought, is quite a different thing from the
knowledge that oneself is individually free. Now
1n the first seven verses of chapter iv. there are two
distinet statements as to the work of the Son and
the Spirit.  There is, first, the mission of God’s
Son to redeem those that were under the law. That
wuas Christ’s own work quite apart from us. Then
we read: ‘“‘Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, erying, Abba,
Father.””  This is guite another thing; it is the
mission of the Holy Gthost, and is accomplished in
us. The erv ‘“Abba, Father,” is much more than
the statement that God is Father. It means that
the believer has the sense in his soul of the relation-
ship the words imply, and that he rejoices in it.
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When I state that such a person is my father, there
is nothing in the mere statement which nnphes my
attachment to him, or gives a guarantee that I shall
not break away from him and never speak to him
again. But when a child addresses his father as
quch calling him affectionately ‘‘my Father,” the
relatlonbhm between the two is evidently bemg kept
wp. Now God sends His Spirit into our hearts for
thig very purpose. Surely it needed a divine Person
in us to make such a relationship known so as to be
enjoyed.

It 1s based upon redemption: there we find the
door of access Into it; but we have to learn in our
souls individually what 1t means for a slave to be-
come a son. Let us take the figure of a negro 1n
slavery.  Suppose vou wanted fo deliver such an
one and set him free, how would you go about it?
The first step would be of course, to go to the master
and settle with him as to what price- he would take.
It would be of no use to ask the slave what he con-
sidered his price to be; he could not settle it. Tt is
evident that the act of purchase is entirely apart
from the slave. But -now, having paid the price,
vou have to do with the poor man himself, and then
the question 1s how to make him understand that
vou intend him to be free.

A first impulse might induce you to let him go.
But if so, how is he to live? He has no means of
providing for himself. He is without friends, with-
out a position, without means in the wide world.
You would surely furnish him with means, but what
18 he to do when the money is spent? The same
difficulty recurs.  You take him into your house,
and let him work for you, and pay him as a hireling
for his labour. After a Whlle let us go and ask him
how he likes his new life. We remark to him: You
are free now! Free? he answers; what does that
mean? I have changed masters, it 1s true: my
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present master is very kind to me, so that my life 1s
no longer burdensome to me ag it was; but still he 1s
my mast_er, and I am his servant : what do you mean
by being free?  As long as the relative position
remains the same, one born and bred in slavery can-
not possibly understand what freedom is. But bring
him into the family, make him as one of the chlldren :
will he not then leflrn, through newly awakened
affections, what it is to be in another relationship
altogether? ‘‘They have set me at their own table,”’
he says; ‘‘they treat me as one of themselves; they
talk to me as one interested in the family matters;
this 1s different indeed! I feel T am a slave no
longer; he who was my master is now my father;
now I know that I am free!”’

And then, what place is ours at the table? Ask
the negro slave again; what place would his slave’s
heart dare to crave for? Would he not shrink from
being at the same table as the other members of the
family? Would he not look on himself and say, I
am black, they are white; I cannot sit with them;
let them give me a little table by myself, or one in
another room ? Ah, 1t is not thus God deals with
us. But we must change the simile. The slaves
are many, but there is one Son, and He sets us 1n
the place of His own firstborn,

Tt is ‘“the Spirit of his Son’’ that He has sent into
our hearts. He would turn our eves and thoughts
away from our miserable selves, that our gaze may
be fixed on the SON and our hearts ravished with His
glory ; and He sends down the Holy Ghost to say-to
us in living power, “If a son, then an heir, an heir
of God, 10111’5 heir with (‘huq’r 7 Everythine that
belongs to the relationship 1s ours; for sonship and
heirship go together; but the Tord’s heart finds
contentment in mqkm{_y known the Father (John

xvii, 26).
w.J.L.

(To be continued).
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The Kindness of God.

2 Samuel ix.

HE Kindness of God!”” To human ears, in

~a world that (however it may vaunt itself)
““lieth in the wicked one,”” what a marvellous
expression! The Great War has familiarised us
with destruction, cruelty and deceit on an unpre-
cedented scale ; and has left this poor world weltering
in a wreckage moral as well as material. Such
hope-inspiring words, therefore, have an especial
charm as of a ray of light that pierces ‘‘th’
encireling gloom.”’

Our great poet has given us the phrase, ‘‘the milk
of human kindness.”” And, trulv, in this gselfish,
sin-stricken scene, a little human kindness comes
as a rare and refreshing draught to be eagerly
welcomed even as milk is the one desire of the babe.

Infinitely superior must be the kindness of God
both in measure and preciousness; for ‘‘as the
heaveng are higher than the earth’ so are God’s ways
and thoughts higher than ours.

It will be asked, ‘““How then can such an expres-
sion be associated with an act of David, an earthly
king ?”> The Holy Spirit inspired the use and record
of it (see 2 Saml. xxui. 2; Mark xu. 36 ; Acts it. 30),
because David’s exceptional kindness to Mephibo-
sheth took 1ts character from Gtod and was designed
to foreshadow His kindness to sinners that would be
fully revealed in its due time.

- Incidentally, it is an evidence of the dlvme
mspiration of the Scriptures as showing their unity
and the one object of the Spirit of God thmuﬂ'h each
writer to be, the 0‘101V of the Lord Jesus “Christ.
In this connectlon 1t is most 1n’(ereqt1110“ to notice
that in Psalm xvi. 10, Dav1d 15 led bx the Holv
Spirit to use the same word in a personal form, as
is the writer of Psalm lxxxix. in ver, 19. Thug the
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word in these two Psalms translated ‘“‘Holy One’’
really conveys the blessed thought that Christ
Himself is the embodiment of God’s kindness, or
lovingkindness as the word 1s so often translated.
Does not such a thought make our grateful hearts
bubble over with thanks to God for ‘‘His unspeak-
able gift’’?

It was fitting that the blessed Lord should begin
the unfolding of this lovingkindness in the beautiful
words of Tuke vi. 35, ‘“The Highest is kind to the
- unthankful and the evll” . Titus iii. showing us 1ts
operations, and Ephes ii. carrying us on to its
wondrous consummation in the ages to come.

In tracing David’s kindness to Mephibosheth we
may apprehend how far it is transcended by the
kindness of God 1n every feature and at every step.

- David’s kindness contemplated suvmeone of the
house of Saul who had been his chief enemy. That
one was found to be a lame dependent outcast in
distant Lo-de-bar, a place of ‘“‘no pasture,” while
the river Jordan (ﬁgure of death) rolled between.
David seeks him out, lets no obstacle divert him from
his purpose, fetches him away from that pastureless
place over Jordan, right into his very presence.
And when Mephibosheth fell on his face and did
reverence, David called hiim by name, removed his
fear, declared his purpose of grace, gave him an
mheritance, conferred on him the prlvﬂege of eating
at his fable made . him as one of the king’s sons.
And this extraor dinary kindness was continuous and
peI:ITI:;lPIlt It secured him from judgment (ch.
xx1. 7).

All this is exceedingly beautiful. It compels us
to raise our eyes to behold a moral loveliness far
beyond aught in the ordinary benefactions of kmn's
And it lets us a little into the secret of the unique
testimony to him—‘‘a man after God’s own heart.”’
Yet is it hut a shadow of better things to come, in
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the counsels of One who had those better things
under His eye from the beginning. ‘‘Known unto
God are all His works from the beglnnmg of the
world.”’

Does not Lo-de-bar, the stigma of Saul’s heredity
and the impotence of lameness on both feet, but
poorly picture the distance, enmity, wretchedness
and strengthlessness of sinners of Adam’s race?
Even more feebly does the sending of a servant by
David to fetch Mephibosheth to his palace set forth
the grace of the blessed God, supreme over all, in
sending His own Son into the world to seek and
save them; or the willingness of the Son to fulfil
the mission of mercy that involvéd propitiation
and suretyship for thosewho accepted Him. Happily,
our gracious Saviour has Himself set it out for us
n the_mlmltab_le words of John 1i1. 11-18, and in
many another touching word and lovely parable
such as the Good Samaritan, the Good Shepherd, the
forgiving creditor, the One who gave His life a
ransom, ete.

As the Good Shepherd, having given His life for
the sheep, He ‘‘calleth His own sheep by name.”’
With what intimate tenderness does He, after His
resurrection, call ‘““Mary,”” ‘“‘Simon, son of Jonas,”’
““Ananias,”” ““Paul”’! He, too, says, ‘“Fear not”’
and God’s ‘‘perfect love casteth out fear.” God
confides to us His choice of us ‘“in Christ to be holy
and without blame before Him in love,”’ the display
of the exceeding riches of His grace in the ages to
come. He has made us joint-heirs with Christ even
now. He has spread a table for us in the presence
of our enemies and we await the marvellous
provision of Luke xii. 37; xv. 22-25. He is ‘‘bring-
ing many sons to glory.” ‘“He sent forth His Son

. that we might receive sonship.”” We ‘‘shall
not come into judgment,’”” ‘“There is no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus.”” And it is
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an eternal salvation that the Son, sent by the Father,
has obtained for us.

David’s kindness to Mephibosheth won his heart!
In Absalom s rebellion, he was so occupied with the
king’s interests, so moumed his absence from
J erusalem, that he neglected the ordinary attentions
to his own person. He so rejoiced at David’s return
in peace that he esteemed his inheritance of no
value compared with it.

May we, as recipients of the transcending kind-
ness of God, surpass Mephibosheth in loyalty and
m eager looking for our returning Lord.

A.J.H.

Familiar Talks on Fundamental Truths,
' The Two Natures in a Believcr.

'HERE is a desire in every Christian for holiness.

of life. This is the natural result of his
possessing a new nature, and the Holy Spirit who
dwells 1n him. Omo'mally we had but one nature,
we were, as Scripture terms it, ‘“in the flesh.”” As
born again we have two natures : the one we derive
from Adam, the other from Christ in glory. We
are no longer looked at by God as having our stand-
g “in the flesh,” qlthmw‘h the flesh 1s still 1n us.
Tt is scarcely necessary to add that we must not
confuse ‘‘the flesh’” with the material body. Neither
should our mindg be confused regarding the differ-
ence between our personality ( which even after our
conversion remains unchanged), and our responsi-
bility : in other words between the sin that dwells
In us as a root, and the sins which we commit as
responsible bemo's Sin became attached to man at
the Fall, as a distinctly new element or an ewil
principle ; and sins are the fruits of that fall. Since
coming under the power of sin, ‘‘the flesh,”’ which
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18 sinful, has dominated man’s acts and thoughts;
while Godward man became dead 111 trespasses and

Slllb

That strong statement as to this in Romans vii.,
“‘In me (that 1s in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing,”’
once prompted a young believer to remark :—‘‘But
surely we do grow better as we go on in our christian
life, do we not?”’ His remark proves that he con-
fused two totally different things. We verily are
.exhorted to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus. If we do not, there is somethmﬂ‘
“wrong. We ought not to remain babes (as in Heb
v. 12, and 1 Cor. 111. 1-3) but to go on to full growth,
to bplrltual maturity. But the flesh, or the old
nature, which remains in us does not grow better
but 1s a hindrance—and nothing but a hindrance to
this very desirable growth in grace. In its very
nature the flesh is ah\ ays spoken of in Scripture as
Trreparably bad and. worthless, and ne hint i1s given
‘ag to 1ts ever 1mproving, rather the contrary.

The sixth chapter of Romans shows us very plainly
the way of deliverance from 1ts bondage and its
power. This way 1s through the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ. ‘“‘Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with Him (Christ) ‘that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin . . . . Inkewise reckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God in
Jesus Christ our Lord.”*  The figure used in this
chapter is clearly that of a master and his slave.
"We, like the slave, were under the dominion of sin,
‘and the commandments of the law only tend to give
the knowledge of sin and so strengthen its power.
No amount of penance or mortification can procure
aeliverance from its grip. Death is the only way
of freedom. Long vears of effort (alternating
between experiences of relief at one time, and
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pressure at another), can make no difference in the
bondage under which the slave groans, according to
Romans vii., ‘O wretched man that T am who
shall deliver me from this body of death?’” 1In Job
iil. 17, we read of natural death, ‘“There the wicked
cease from troubling, and there the weary be at
rest’’ ; but in ver. 19, which is not so often quobed,
we find what suits our argument as to the flesh in us,
““And the servant is free from his master.”” Death
—the death of Christ—has snapped the tie that
bound me to the tyrant. ‘‘He that is dead 1s freed
(justified) from sin’’ (Romans vi. 7); ‘“‘Being then
made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness’ (Romans vi. 18).

Now what do these passages mean?  That the
flesh 1s no longer in us?.  That the old nature is
actually dead? 5N o, but’ ‘rather that in the death of
Christ it has been Judo'ed and crucified (Gal. ii. 20).
Thus we, by faith, are delivered from its dominion.
We are exhorted now to reckon ourselves, “‘to have
died indeed unto sin, and to be alive unto God in
Jesus Christ.”” Hence the clarion note with which
the eighth chapter of Romans opensg, ‘“There is there-
fore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus.”” Here a new place IS ours, a new
standing, “We are in Christ Jesus,”” in a risen Christ,
where there could be no quest]on of sin, wrath, or
imputation. There is also a new power, a new rule
of life introduced to govern us, ‘‘the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus.”” We are no longer expected
to strive to improve the old nature, but rather to
accept God’s sentence of death upon it expressed in
the death of the I.ord Jesus. We, by faith, now
have to reckon it dead, and to thank God for the
deliverance through Jesus Christ our Lord. The
Holy Spirit in us is the divine power to do this.

T.R,
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A Song from a Cripple’s Chair.

[The following poem, the original of which was by Madame
Guyon, written from her prison in the Convent of St. Marie,
January, 1688, has been adapted by the late Mr. Eversfield, of
Horsham, to give expression to his own experiences. He was
converted to God after a stroke of paralysis which maimed him
for life. The account of his conversion is given in this and last
month’s number. ]

SHATTERED wreck am 1,
Enjoying now a chair;
And full of life I sit and sing
To Him who placed me there.
('ontent a shattered wreck to be
Because, my God, it pleaseth Thee,

Naught have 1 else to do,
But sing the whole day long;
And He whom most I love to please
Doth listen to my song.
He caught and clipped my once strong wings,
And now Ie stoops to hear me sing.

And 1t is good to soar
The palsied limbs above,
To Him whose purpose I adore,
Whose every act is love.
And in His mighty wil] to find,
Such sweet repose for heart and mind.

* * ¥* *

How sweet to trace the path He trod,
Learning of Him to walk with God.
His cross behind, His house before,

Himself to-day and evermore,
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“l Know Whom I Have Believed.”

2 Timothy i. 12.

HE Apostle Paul, to whom was specially com-

mitted the blessed truth of the Church of God,
its calling and its privileges, lived almost within sight
of its ruin as an united testimony for God on the earth.
This decline, which was eyen then coming in, was
the burden which pressed on his heart, when he poured
out his feelings and sorrows to his beloved son in the
faith, Timothy, in his second epistle, written not long
before his martyrdom. _

But amidst all the discouraging circumstances of the
moment, Paul could say that he was not ashamed or
confounded, for, as he adds, ‘I know whom 1 have
believed.’’ What sustained his faith was, not merely
doctrines or truths, however good, but a Person—the
One to whom he himself had entrusted all that he was
and had, both as a Christian and a minister of the gospel.

We who live at the close of the Church’s history,
witness to-day a state of ruin and confusion in the
Church of God far greater than that which existed in
the Apostle’'s day. Yet, in spite of all this, we can
say, ‘‘Nevertheless 1 am not ashamed.” And why?
Is it because we have much truth and knowledge?
This would be a poor foundation to rest our faith upon.
Is it because we have the ministry of gifted men? We
can be truly thankful for all such, but to lean upon them
would be no better than to lean upon a broken reed
which can only pierce the hand. Is it because we can
find our resource in ‘‘the Church’’?  This, again,
would be as disappointing as a broken cistern which
can hold no water would be to a thirsty man. What
then ?

Ah! our resource is in One who can never fail—the
One ‘“Whom we have believed.”’” It is ‘‘Jesus Christ
of the seed of David, raised from the dead according to
my gospel,”” This is the One who is both the object
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and the fulfilment of all the promises of God connected
with Israel, and the One whom God raised from the
dead; yea who rose in the power of a victorious life,
~over which death could have no hold. Christ is our
life and He is the Head of the new creation, the Head
of His body the Church, which is the fulness of Him
who fills all in all.

Do we rest in implicit confidence in Him who never
changes? Amidst the shaking and passing of every-
thing here, do we prove practically what it is to have
such a Person as the One ‘‘“Whom we have believed”’
the unfailing stay and strength of the soul no matter
how difficult the day may be? God grant that it may
be so.

“ Who Touched My Clothes ?”

Mark v. 25-34,
[}

T is remarkable that in Mark’s gospel the incident
I—narrﬂted in these verses is followed more rapidly by
events coming one after another than in any of the
other gospels. This fact is evidenced by the frequent
use of the words, ““forthwith,’’ “*straightway,’’ “‘imme-
diately.”” It has been stated that, in this gospel, we
get the servant character of our blessed Lord, and this
is the reason for the rapid transition, because in a
faithful servant, no time is lost in the service before
Him.

It seems to have been universally known that those
who were afflicted would receive what they sought for
by touching the Lord’s garment. In Matt. xiv. 36, and
Luke vi. 19, numbers of afflicted ones were healed by
the touch, but it is not stated that He took any special
notice of such cases.

In the case of the woman referred to in Mark v.
which is of special interest—there was the answer to
the touch of faith which called forth the power which
the Lord said He felt had gone from Him, But He
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had something more in store for this poor woman than
the cure of her bodily affliction. She was to hear His
word imparting also a spiritual blessmg, “Daughter
thy faith hath made thee whole: go in peace . . . .
(verse 34). Besides, apart from this, she was to be a
testimony to His glory and divine power by making
an operr confession, ** . . . she told Him all the truth.”’
Faith has always to be tested as we find in many cases
in Scripture. '

We have an illustration of this in the case of Mephi-
bosheth (2 Samuel xix. 29, 30) when King David said to
him ““Thou and Ziba divide the land.”” Some have
supposed that David was ignorant of the character of .
Ziba, but it evidently was not so; David wanted to test
the reality of Mephibhosheth’s expressed fidelity to him.
1t is beautiful to note the answer of absolute devoted-
ness and acknowledged gratitude by one who had been
befriended by the king of Israel, ‘‘And Mephibosheth
said unto the king, Yea let him take all forasmuch as
my lord the king is come again in peace unto his own
house’’ (verse 30).

How sad it is to see 'so many believers in this day
who are hiding their light and ungratefully going on
hand in hand with a world whose hands are imbrued
with the blood of a murdered Christ. It was the Lord
who told the disciples that they were the light of the
world (Matt. v. 14). How often believers who are
enjoying all the privileges of Christianity let opportuni-
ties for service slip from them. We would do well to
give all heed to the injunction by Paul to the Corin-
thians, ‘‘Therefore, my beloved . brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch ds ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord”” (1 Cor. xv. 58).

‘Referring again to blessing received by many in the
Lord’s day by touching His garments, it should be
noted, as another has said, that whatever He attracts
by, He gathers round Himself to worship (Luke vi. 17,
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18, 19), surrounds Himself with them, and then comes
down and stands in the plain. Great multitudes are
attracted by His miracles and by their want, coming to
hear and be healed. The company of the disciples were
an inner circle. ““The whole multitude sought to touch
Him.”’ It is not said they were converted, which is
another thing; but living power went out of Him,
healing their bodily misery and. delivering from the
power of Satan.
- In keeping with what already has been stated as to
the rapidity with which events follow one another in
this gospel, it may be noted in connection with the
Lord’s temptation by the devil in the wilderness, that
it reads in Mark i. 12, 13 (new trans.), ‘““And imme-
diately the Spirit drives Him out into the wilderness
. ./’ whereas in Matthew it reads ‘“Then Jesus was
carried up by the Spirit into the wilderness,”’ and in
Luke iv. 1, ‘““But Jesus . . . . was led by the Spirit in
the wilderness.”’ ~In the words of another, it may be
stated that that which distinguishes Mark’s gospel is
the servant and the character of service that is attached
to the life of Jesus—the work that he came to accom-
plish personally as living on the earth. On this
account the history of His birth is not found in Mark.
In conclusion, the writer would affectionately appeal
to his readers as to the nécessity of being found in the
path of service in communion with the One who was
the only true and perfect Servant. In that path He
presented perfect GGod to man, and perfect man to God.

1.P. (Montreal).

Landmarks of Inspiration.

The Feasts of the Lord (Leviticus xxiii.) |
HIS chapter, which describes the feasts of the
Lord, is one of the most remarkable chapters in

the Bible. It begins with the Sabbath, the rest of
God (Gen. 1i. 2, 3) ; and it carries us on to the feast of
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tabernacles, which will be celebrated when Israel are
once more gathered back to their land in the millennial
day.

To the reader who looks at thlngs from the H:gher
Critical point of view, Leviticus xxiii. could have no
particular interest, but would be regarded as certain
laws concerning Jewish rituals. But to the Christian
who reads it under the guidance and teaching of the
Holy Spirit, the chapter is, as indeed are many others
also, full of the most instructive typical teaching, well
calculated to produce in his soul a spirit of worship and
adoration as he contemplates the prophetic bearing of
the commands given of the Lord through Moses. . Let
us briefly consider these feasts.

In one view of them-—and this is the one we touch
upon now—they begin with the Sabbath. The very
beginning of the Bible tells us that, when God had
finished the work of creation, He rested on the seventh
day. He theréfore blessed that day and hallowed it.

Next we have what formed the foundation of every-
thing with God, the Passover, typical of the death of
Christ. As Israel’s history as a nation began there,
so also the history of every saved soul begins with the
cross of Christ, with redemption. With this is con-
nected the feast of unleavened bread lasting seven days
—the whole complete period of man’s history, in type.

Leaven, we know, represented what was evil, and
this was to be rigidly excluded from this feast. So we
(Christians) are to keep the feast suitably to the charac-
ter of the holy One who died for us, with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

Next in order was the feast of first fruits, when the
wave sheaf, the first fruits of the harvest, was presented
before Jehovah. This beautifully typified Christ pre
sented before God in resuirection. ‘‘Christ the ﬁrst
fruits’’ of the great harvest of resurrection, proof that
the rest of the harvest will follow also. There is no
mention of leaven connected with this, there could not
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be, for Christ, the holy and spotless One, was without
sin ; He did no sin neither was guile found in His mouth.

After this there were to be seven Sabbaths complete,
and this brings us to Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost
came down. Here we find ‘the two loaves, made of
fine flour baken with leaven. This was an exception to
what was laid down in Leviticus vi. 17, namely, God’s
command . expressly excluding all leaven. Why this
remarkable difference? It is because these two loaves
represented those who compaose the church, and, where
man is found, there is always leaven; there is evil in
his nature even if not actively allowed in practice.

- Following upon Pentecost there was a long lapse of
time before the next feast, but before touching upon
that, let us observe that in verse 22 they were com-
manded not to make clean riddance of the corners of
their fields at harvest time, but to leave some gram for
the poor, the fatherless and the widow. Here, in a
way which is purposely vague we have a reference to
that work of gathering in the grain, after we (Chris-
tians of this dispensation) have been taken to be with
the Lord at His coming—a gathering which will include
saved Gentiles.

Upon this follows the feast of the seventh month,
leading on to the great millennial gathering of Israel
in a future day. It began with the blowing of trumpets,
the call for the gathering of Israel who will be once
more assembled in their land (see Joel ii. 1, 15;
Ps. 1xxxi. 3). '

On the tenth day of this month was the day of atone-
ment, a very solemn day indeed, when Israel will ‘‘afflict
their souls’ and go through deep exercise for having
crucified their own Messiah (see Zech. xii. 10-14).
Then follows the feast of tabernacles for seven days—
a complete pertod—which takes place after the harvest
~and the vintage; both of which are figurative of the
judgment which will fall upon apostate Christendom
as well as upon the apostate part of the nation of Israel.
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This leads us to the millennial period, when the long
expected kingdom will be established in righteousness
and peace’in the hands of the Lord Himself. May He
hasten that day!

Referring again to what was said at the beginning
of this article; let us suppose, as thé Higher Critics
aJlege, that these Scriptures are merely a collection of
records of Hebrew rites and customs (compiled by . . .
no one knows who!) how then could such a complete,
though brief, sketch of the history of God’s dealings
with Israel, from the beginning to the end, be given in
such a form?  No spiritual mind can doubt the re-
markable typical bearing of the feasts, embracing as
they do the whole period from Genesis to Revelation:
and the question at once arises, How could any mere
man, if left to himself, forecast the progress of events
from the days of Moses, right on to the future kingdom
of the Son of man? Truly the difficulties of doubters
of the Bible are greater by far than the difficulties of

believers.
F. G. B.

Three Appearances.
Hebrews ix. 23-—x. 24.

T may be predicated of those who are Christ’s, to

whom He has given eternal life, that there is that
which *‘is true in Christ and in us.”” And it may be
profitable to pursue this thought in the precious portxon
of God’s word before us.

There are three blessed declarations as to Christ at
the close of chap. ix. dealing with the past, pre%ent and
future.

1. That He now appears in the presence of God for
us having entered into heaven itself, v. 24.

2. That He appeared once in the end of the age to
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, v. 26. -

3. That He will appear the fse(‘ond time apart from
sin and salvation, v. 28.
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They are glorious antitheses to sin, ‘death and judg-
ment, which sum up the moral history of the first man
—sin put away, life in honour beyond death, ‘‘glorified
together.”” 5

i. That He now appears in the presence of God for
uSs.

The great fact for each one to embrace and rejoice
in is, that Christ is gone into heaven itself there to
appear in the presence of God for us. God has been
pleased to make known to the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsels; and how much that is
unfolded in this epistle is in regard to them! Since we
are not yet in heaven, Christ has gone there to appear
in the presence of God for us. He is there representa-
tivelv; but if so, we have a place there too. The Lord
spoke of going to His Father’s house to prepare a placé
for His disciples. It is true that this is rather a differ-
ent thought but, in either case, He has gone into heaven
itself and is there representatively on our behalf.

Once that precious holy Saviour entered into the place
which was properly ours. He was made sin tor us
vicariously (not representatively). He was made a
curse for those who were under it. The cross was our
place and due and Christ was there for us, that we
might not come into judgment. When He, in matchless
grace, entered that place it became a question, not of
His own perfection which remained as absolute there
as ever it was, but of what was due to those whose
place He had taken.  Christ became vicariously the
subject ‘of righteous judgment on the Cross, but there
alone. Therefore we can never come into judgment. -

Now -the place where Christ has entered for us, in
the presence of God, is a contrast to that. It cannot
be vicarious (i.e., in the place of another) for it never
belonged to us at all. 'We are waiting for the Lord to
come and take us into it. - But in the meantime, His
‘being there 1s the intimation to us of what our appointed
place is. We are not of the world but belong’ to the
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new creation where all things are of God (2 Cor. v. 17;
Eph. ii. 10). And the heavenly colour and charaeter
should mark us in our pllgnmage down here (Phil. i
12-16). So that heaven is not only our home, where
our Father delights' to welcome us, but our place to
which we belong in virtue of Christ’s meritorious work.
But—and how tranquillising the thought—we are going
to be in heaven for the satisfaction of the love of God,
and God will show forth in the church the surpassi’ng
~wealth of His grace (Eph. ii. 7). -
2. Christ’s appearing to pul away sin. :
In the epistle to the Romans sin is set forth as a tyrant
reigning unto death, exercising dominion (ch. v. 21—
vi. 23). The testing of man in various ways by God
only manifested how completely he was under the
dominion of sin. Then, as one has remarked, ‘‘God
by His own power and grace, in the Person of Christ
on the cross, put away sin—abolished it from. before
His face, and set the believer absolutely free from it
as regards judgment.”’ But, until the mystery of God’s
forbearance with the world is finished (Rev. x. 7; xi.15),
sin is all around us and dominant; while we have to
walk in the midst of it with that evil nature still in us
which answers to it. The one way out of this diffi-
culty God has marked out for us in Rom. vi. 10-1T,
““Christ died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He
liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ve also ydurselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”” We go back to the mind of
God for us as set forth in baptism—our identification
with the death of Christ. We are baptizzd unto Christ’s
death and are thus freed from the whole course of things
in this world.  Christ having been manifested to set
aside sin, the world necessarily has but a limited lease.
3. Christ’s appearance the second time apart from
sin unto salvation. When Christ appears again-—and
this must be a great comfort to us all-——we shall have
no thought of sin. He will be seen by those who are
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looking for Him, apart from sin altogether, unto com-
plete salvation.  This is our glorious anticipation in
connection with the Commg of the Lord. He will have:
nothing to say to us in reference to sin.  Hallelujah,
what a Saviour! “‘To them that look for Him'”
assumes that all ‘““His own that are in this world’’ are
eagerly watching for His second advent.  May none
disappoint Him! May the lighf of this ‘‘blessed hope’”
burn in our hearts with ever-—mcreasmg effulgence, and
may our faith be in exercise to apprehend what a death-
blow has been dealt to the dominion of sin, and what a
victory has been won over it!.

R. E. C.

A Word on Galatians Illustrated by the
Orders given to the Kohathites—2.
" Num. iv. 1-20; vii. 1-9; Gal. v. 1-10; vi. 12-14,

OW, while upon this subject, just let me ask you

one thing.  Which part of the blessing has the
greatest attraction for your soul? Is it the inherit-
ance and its glory, or is it the relationship with the
FFather?  Surely not one of us will hesitate to say
‘that the relationship is by far the more precious of
the two. But that, dear friends we have now. We
are waiting for the inheritance : we have the hope of
that; it is the “‘hope’’ attached to the revelation of
God’s righteousness, as expressed in this epistle, and
inseparable from the relationship into which we are
brought. But the relationship, the more blessed of
the two, i1s ours to enjoy now. The doctrine exposed
in the Galatians is the fundamental principle of Christi-
anity : God has sent down His Spirit into our hearts
here, and that because we have been made sons through’
redemption. He sends the Spirit into our hearts, that
we may emov it. In Ephesians we see the blessed
fruits of its exercise and what fows from it, as well as
the activities of these divine affections in the power of
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the Spirit. In Galatians we find the introduction to it,
and the power for its exercise, the Holy Spirit.

Now the Galatians had’ practically given this truth
up; the apostle has therefore to lay the foundation of
first principles, insisting upon the relationship into
which they had been already brought, and shewing that
as to the inheritance which attaches to it, the Holy
Spirit 1s the present earnest.  So when speaking of
how we are to live down here until we get to the in-
heritance, he says, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”” The Holy Spirit
occupies us with the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ
as we go on our way, forming us morally in His image
(2 Cor. ii1.).

There is a remarkable point too, if we pay attention
to it, in chapter v., which shews the character of this
power that works in us. We have in verses 19y, 22,
the contrast marked between ‘‘the works of the flesh”
and ‘‘the fruit of the Spirit.”” Why are the words
different? ‘‘Works’’ suppose effort; the natural man
understands this ; it expresses his life in the world ; but
there is no effort connected with the thought of “‘fruit.’
No amount of trying would ever get fruit from a tree.
If it is in a suitable climate and in a good state and
watered, it must bring forth frult

Conmder too ‘‘the fruit’’ mentioned in verse 22.
Would you confide vour heart to a person who says,
I am trying to love you as much as I can? Would you
not feel instinctively there was something wrong ?
“Real love is so engrossed with its object, that it is only
tried with the feeling of its own insufficiency: there is
no effort, no difficulty about it; it is the natural outflow
of what exists within, and only seeks a vent in order
to shew itself, though never for its own sake. In the
same way is it not clear that one who says, I am trying
to get joy, or I am trying to get peace, is only painfully
manifesting that he has not got it? All these fruits,
different and varied as they may be, and admitting of
growth and culture, are produced without effort the
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moment a soul is really subject to the Spirit of God,
led of the Spirit and indwelt by Him. But, as with
the healthy tree, there must be, for the development
and abundance of fruit, the suited climate and nourish-
ment. The vital power is the Holy Ghost; the meat
and drink is Christ (John vi.) ; the climate is the grace
of God (Rom. vi. 14); the ground we are rooted in,
His love (Eph. iii. 17; John xv.). We are first ‘‘born
of the Spirit,’’ as the Lord says to Nicodemus, that is,
made children through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ;
then we are called to ‘‘walk in the Spirit.”’

I now desire to look at the practical hindrances which
came in to turn the Galatians aside from the path of
faith in the power of the Spirit.  Paul says to them:
““Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should
not obey the truth?’’ This is why 1 read those
passages in Numbers, because we find in them several
points which bear upon the subject before us. It is a
serious thing to find these young saints who had received
the word in its fulness from an apostle, turned awdy in
so short a time from the truth they had been taught.
Is pot this a solemn warning for us all?

In the book of Numbers which contains the Levitical
ordinances, we find God’s thoughts as to what He con-
siders His service* in this world. The Levites were
first, as an entire tribe, separated to God, and then
their three families made three principal classes (or
four, if the priesthood be included}, each having a
different service to perform. Those who, after the

priests, were brought into the nearest place were the
Kohathites.

* The word rendered ‘‘host’” in Numbers iv. 3 has various
meanings. In verse 23 and elsewhere, it is translated ‘‘service’’
in the text, and in the margin “‘warfare.” It is a word which s
constantly translated ‘‘war,” “battle," “army,” *“host.” It
means labour or hard duty of warlike character, implying
personal suffering. Evidently the better rendering here would
have been warfare or service. See Philippians i. 29, 30.
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Now, without entering much inio the details that
are given to us, we may notice that the special service
of the Kohathites was in connection with the vessels of
the tabernacle, with the dwelling-place of God in the
midst of His people——~those vessels which set forth
individually different phases of Christ's glory. When,
the camp removed (and the journeying was character-
istic of the wilderness), their duty was to bear the holy
vessels.  They could not choose their burden; they
were ‘not even allowed to touch the holy vessels; but
after the priests had covered them up in the ordered way
and put them upon bars or staves, then the Kohathites
came forward to receive each one his appointed service
and learn what his duty was. They were not to look
at the holy things uncovered, on pain of death. This
was a particular ordinance as to their special service
(chap. iv. 17-20). It was the priests, who went
habitually into the tabernacle, whose duty it was.to
cover the vessels and prepare them for removal.

Noneé of these vessels might, on any account, be put
into waggons, as was all else that pertained to the
tabernacle; they were to be carried alone on the
shoulders of the Levites. Waggons were offered at
the time of the dedication of the altar by the twelve
princes of the tribes for the service of Jehovah, and
yod told Moses to give them to the Gershonites and
the Merarites, as useful in transporting the curtains,
boards, bars, sockets, and other different parts that
fell to their share in the transport; but to the
- Kohathites He gave none, ‘‘because the service of
the sanctuary belonging to them was that they should.
bear upon their shoulders.’’

As we have seen, all these vessels thus carried were
covered up. There was nothing to be seen, nothing
to attract attention except the ark with its covering of
blue ; all else was under the badgers’ skins. Upon the
ark was first put the veil of the tabernacle; then the
badgers’ skins, and over that they were to ‘‘spread a
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cloth wholly of blue.”” This gave to the ark a very
marked place. When the Israelites were moving from
place to place, the ark in its blue covermg was always
to be distinguished, standing out in contrast with the
white robes of the priests and Levites.  But this excep-
tion only brought more fully'into view the fact, that all
the other vessels of the sanctuary were concealed under
the badgers’-skin coverings. No one could tell from
the outward appearance what these vessels were, though
cach Kohathite might know what his appointed charge
was. But there was nothing in the service itself, or
what was visible of it, to bring glory to those occupiéd
in it. An external looker-on could onlv have the
impression that the Kohathites were set apart for the
hardest labour. On no account were they to be
allowed the relief of a waggon for bearing their charge.
They were always to carry on their shoulders. 1s not
this attitude full of meaning for us? The Kohathites
were subject to what they carried, and their hearts
were exercised as to the value of what they bore; each
one must keep in his proper place, and bear his
appointed, outwardly unattractive burden. But if any
asked them what they did, their answer would be, that
they carried the vessels of the sanctuary. And, better
than all, they could have the sense in their souls that
the eye of Israel’s God was upon them: they were set .
apart for the service of His house. -

Now have we anything in our hearts of the spirit
of the Kohathites? God has called us near to Himself,
that we may bear His truth in testimony to Him through
this world. Ar we bearing it as the Kohathites were
"called to do? 1. was no question of choice with them :
their service was one of simple obedience, yet very near
to God, and, if their heart was in it, one of singular
delight.  And observe too, they must needs walk
together. No vessel of the sanctuary could be carried
without a bar, which supposes at the very least two
bearers. Everv personal consideration must with them
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be set aside.  One might be stronger than another,
or able to walk faster; but neither the strong nor weak
could decide the pace or the time ; that depended alone
on the cloud which directed every movement of the
camp. And none were in more direct dependence on
it than the Kohathites. But so walking in their divine
order, might they not count on help from Him who
manifested His glory on the ark they bore? So it was,
on a most memorable day of joy in Israel, which we
will speak of presently. Their service obliged them to
look up to God, both for guidance and help: it was
characterised in every detail by obedience and depend-
ence upon Him.

W.J.L.

The Saviour is Coming.

HLE Saviour is coming—O hearken the word !
© A people are waiting, preparced for the Lord,
Whose loins are well girded, whase lamps brightly burn
While waiting, expectant, their Lord’s blest return,

If aught has beclouded Himsell {rom your sight,

If “first love” has wanéd through this world's dark blight,
Away with all idols !—All self-seeking spurn,

For worthy is He who so soon will return,

This world is not for you-—ye saints of the One
Whose love it rejected—God's well-belov'd Son ;
O Bride of the I.amb once rejected and slain,
Be ready, unspotted, He's coming again!

"Tis Jesus the Saviour, our Lord and our Friend
Whose footsteps on earth the Evangelists penn’d—
'Tis Jesus, THE SAME, now ascended on high,
Who loves with a love which never can die.

The One who has led us along by the way—

Our Shepherd, our Helper, our Strength and our Stay—
The One ever living His saints to sustain,—

Is waiting to bless at His coming again.
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Ye servants of God, ye blest heralds of His,
Who long have foretold of this morning of bliss,

Still tell of His cormning and spread it abroad—
““Make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

O speak ye of Christ, how He waiteth above—
Awaiteth with rapture the Bride of His love—
His love has not wanéd, but e’er remains true,
And shall it not kindle His saints’ love anew?

Ye preachers on earth of the Gospel of God,

Whose feet e’er with peace and glad tidings are shod,
Again tell the lost of the Lamb that was sliin,

And gather them in ere He cometh again,

O God!—by Thy Spirit, our hearts now prepare
To meet Thine own Son when He comes in the air;
For only Thy Spirit the grace can afford

For waiting and watching to welcome our Lord.

O God !—afresh show us His glory and grace,
Yea all that Thou art as revealed in His face;
Thy Spirit, who for Him, our hearts at first wor,
Make ready a people to welcome Thy Son!

—The late Miss A. E. Prick.

Scripture Notes and Gleanings.

The divine mind is always at work according to the measure
of divine love, Directly you get the clue to the divine mind, you
get beauty and order.

* % ¥

Faith does not reason, it acts from its own point of view and
leaves the result with God.

* % %
I may study the Word again and again, but unless I get into

communion with God by it, it will profit me nothing—at least

not at the time.
% ¥ *

God's nature morally is light, but the energy of it is love that
goes oyt in goodness to others.
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The Watchmen on the Walls,

1 have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which
shall never hold their peace day nor night : ye that make mention
of the Lord, keep not silence, and give Him no rest, till He
establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”'—
Isaiah Ixii. 6,7.

ERUSALEM was the city upon which Jehovah had

set His name, the city which belonged to Him above
all others, and which was precious to every pious soul
in Israel and everyone who loved Him. *If I forget
thee, O Jerusalem,’’ says the psalmist, ‘‘let my right
hand forget her cunning.”” All Israel’s blessings were
found there; all their religious services and their
heart's affections went out towards Zion, the beauty
of holiness. :

But, alas! the fine gold had become dim, the seeds
of sin and apostasy from Jehovah had sprung up, and
evervthing was in confusion. The weeping prophet
has to lament, ‘‘The kings of the earth, and all the
inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that
the adversary and the enemy should have entered into
the gates of Jerusalem.”” The watchmen had not
been vigilant, they had slept; vea, even they had
admitted the enemy.

And we, who form part of the people—of those who
belong to the heavenly Jerusalem—should not we hear
and understand ? Were these things written for God’s
earthly people only and have they not a voice for us
to-day? Has not the enemy, through our unfaithful-
ness, found an entrance among the people of God?

God’s chastening hand had been heavy upon them,
and, far from their own land, in Babylon, the dwellers
in that city taunted them with the word, ‘‘Sing us one
of the songs of Zion.” But how could they sing the
Lord’s song on a foreign soil? Would not this be to
forget that they were captives in the enemy’s land?
Thank God we (Christians) who possess a heavenly
portion in Christ, good to faith even now, can sing the
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song of heaven while still in the enemy’s country.

But the watchmen on the walls were to give Jehovah
no rest; day and night their cry went up to Him. And
if ‘'we.are-at all conscious of the needs of this closing
hour of the Church’s- history, surely our prayers will
go up un(,easmgly on behalf of the people of God.
But oh! let us be in earnest, let us not fall into listless
formality. The watchmen were to make their voice
distinctly heard’;  to cry in earnest, vigilant accents.
Never were they to cease until ]erusalem was made
a praise in the earth.

. We, who have a heavenly Christ as our portion,
look' for the establishment of the heavenly Zion. And
we have a faithful Lord and Master and a faithful God.
Never will Christ’s love to His Church cease or decline ;
yet He would have us to be'in prayer—unceasing and
persevering-—until that moment when He shall see of
the fruit of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied.
Then, not only shall there be praise on earth, but all
heaven shall celebrate the worthiness of the slain
Lamb, and every tongue shall own Him as the only
worthy One.

A Word on Galatians Illustrated by the
Orders given to the Kohathites—3.
Num. _iv. 1.20 ; vii. 1.9; Gal. v. 1-10; vi. 12-14.

OES not all this transport us at once into the

"epistle to the Philippians, where we find the aged
apostle suffering, with joy, in prison, despised and for-
gotten in the world, cheering and exhorting the saints
to stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel, to be heavenly
minded, ‘‘walking by the same rule,”’ forgetting what
was behind and reaching forth to what was before?
Could he not present himself to them as an example,
having laboured in the gospel in the very spirit of the
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Kohathites? ‘‘Necessity is laid upon me,’” he says;
so he would have his service without charge ; its reward
was in itself, in its being for Christ’s sake. So we can
understand how deeply he felt the conduct of the
Galatians.

Alas, God’s order is easily forgotten by us. As it
was with the Galatian saints, so had it been before in
Israel: human nature is the same. God has written
His judgment of it for our learning and instruction.
Let us go over briefly the facts of the history in
2 Samuel vi. It was a wonderful moment for the king
after God’s own heart, when he thought of bringing
the ark to Zion. Up to that time there had been a
moral blot on God’s chosen people: a fortress in the
land from which no power of Israel could dislodge the
enemy. Joshua, the Judges, and even king Saul, who
mn his zeal for Israel sought to destroy the Gibeonites,
had left it untouched. There the enemy was insolent,
more so than anywhere else. The place was impregnable
in their eyes: ‘‘the blind and the lame’’ could keep
out the hosts of Jehovah. It was a standing reproach
on them, and consequently on ¥Ychovah’s name. But
as soon as David receives the crown of the kingdom
over Israel, and the whole land is at his feet, he feels
his responsibility is now to put all at God’s feet; so
the first thing he does is to go to the fortress of Zion
and wrest it out of the hands of the Jebusites. God
owned this act of faith, and chose the place from that
time ‘‘to place his name there.”” That which had been
the stronghold of the enemy is to be henceforth the
brightest spot of all. But the glory of the victory is
not complete until Psalm cxxxii. can be sung there,
and David can say in the words of Moses: ‘‘Arise, O
Lord, into thy resting place, thou and the ark of thy
strength.”> This leads to fresh exercises of heart, and
to fresh lessons of human weakness. Yet David is a
Kohathite in heart, and shews, as is clear from the
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end of chapter v., that dependence on God was his
habit; and he finds in practice that God is for him.

But now comes a very different scene. David had
been faithful in fighting the enemy : he has to be tested
as to faithfulness in God’s house. Then is manifested
how a real danger to the soul is the moment after a
victory has been gained. The ark has to be carried
up to Mount Zion; but David does not think of the
Kohathites. His mind is full of the victories God has
given him, and he gathers together 30,000 chosen men
of Israel, and consults with every leader about bringing
up the ark (1 Chron. xiv.) He only finds the world’s
wisdom with them, but does not detect it: and they
imitate the Philistines with their cart and oxen. But the
oxen stumble, Uzzah puts forth his hand to steady the
- ark and is smitten, and David, displeased, carries it
aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

Why was it that God allowed the oxen to stumble ?
How is it that David has to give up his enterprise with
shame, whereas when the Philistines did the very same
thing all went right, @nd God was glorified? It was,
as David himself owned soon after, because ‘‘we
sought him not after the due order.”’

The Kohathites were not in their right place. God
allowed this to be worked out to its full result, in order
that David’s heart might be fully tested and brought
into the light of His presence. David’s thought of
bringing up the ark was very beautiful, but he forgot
‘‘the due order.”” Like the Galatians in an after day,
he replaced the service of the sanctuary by the Philis-
tine cart and oxen, and did not do it even so well as
they: and so it generally happens when God’s saints
imitate the world. It seemed so simple and natural ;
but because it was so, it was manifestly of the world.
It was not God’s way.

David however learned the lesson; and when after-
wards he set the Kohathites in the proper place, God
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‘‘helped them’’ as they bore the ark of the covenant,
and the joy in Israel was legitimate and blessed. At
every stage of the Levites’ onward progress, they
offered a bullock and a ram.
. W.JLL.
(To be concluded in our next.)

“ What Manner of Man is This ?”
Mark iv. 41.

GREAT impression was evidently made on the

minds of those who were witnesses of the Divine
power put forth on this ocasion by Him who had
created everything within the reach of their natural
vision. But the impression was not lasting. Divine
and spiritual impressions alone are lasting.

He rebukes the stormy wind on the lake of Galilee,
raised by the one who is the ‘‘prince of the power of
the air,”” while He speaks to the sea. His word was
enough. It was the same word that created it. He
also, however, rebukes the lack of faith in His disciples.

‘We are living, dear reader, in a day when every-
thing -divine is questioned. | The first question we find
in Holy Scripture was put by Satan, ‘‘Yea, hath God
said?’’ This is the first place in Scripture where the
note of interrogation is used. In the present day, on
both sides of the Atlantic and elsewhere, the aim of
the enemy is to raise up instruments to deny the funda-
mentals of our most holy faith, and the main attack is
upon the Person of Christ.

Speaking of the blessed Lord, a preacher recently
made the awful statement that He was ‘‘only a Pales-
tinian Jew who partook of the limitations of His day.’’
Another, teaching a young men’s Bible class, stated
that Jesus was ‘‘only an ordinary man’’; whereat one
of the class, righteously indignant, spoke up saying,
“How could an ordinary man raise the dead?’’
referring to Lazarus. The reply was that he had not
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very carefully studied that subject! This product of
one of our theological colleges is still ministering to
a Protestant congregation in one of our largest
Canadian cities. =

Modernism, this hydra-headed monster, is spread-
ing its fangs all over Christendom : men invariably go
wrong in what they deny; their system is destructive.
They give nothing in return for what they would take
away. Their thoughts of God and divine things are
entirely human. As Luther said to Erasmus, ‘‘Your
thoughts of God are too human.’’

A Dbeliever in the Lord was once asked what he
thought of the Lord Jesus. He replied, “I believe
He is the eternal Son, I believe in His absolute eternity,
in His essential Deity and His almighty power as
Creator.”” This was a beautiful answer, in substance,
to the question, ‘“What manner of Man 1s this?’’ He
might have gone a little further by referring to His
perfect humanity—the Divine and human blended in
One Person.

To-day the Philistine is in the land (Gen. xxvi, 18).
To afirm that the wells of Chrlstlamty, as another has
said, have been stopped up is to stress a well-known
and pathetic fact, ‘‘An enemy hath done this’’ (Matt.
xiii. 28). The great and gracious fact of a divine
provision for sin needs to be dug up from the rubbish
that a lying devil and a sceptical world have heaped
upon it. The effort of the Philistine is to stop up the
wells of divine truth. The rationalistic teachers of the
present day, who deny the plenary inspiration of the
Scrlptures, go further and eliminate the miraculous
element in the Word of God. All these things indicate
that we are in the last days of the history of the Church
and on the eve of the coming of the Lord (1 Thess.iv.

13-18).

‘We only know in part all that is before us, but when

He comes we shall know _even as we are known. We
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shall fully see ‘“What manner of Man’' the Lord is.
When the late John Conder—once a leading Unitarian
—was converted to God, he wrote that well-known
beautiful hymn which begins as follows:

“Thou art the everlasting Word,
The Father’s only Son;
God manifest, God seen and heard,
The Heaven’s beloved One.

The higher mysteries of Thy fame
The creature’s grasp transcend :

The Father only Thy blest name
Of Son can comprehend.”’

(his perfectly accords with what the Lord Jesus
Eimself stated in Matt xi. 27, ‘*“No. man knoweth the
Son but the Father,”’ so it i1s useless to attempt to
delve into the things that are not revealed to us, for
only those things that are revealed belong to us.
‘““ .. . the secret things belong unto the Lord our
God’’ (Deut. xxix. 29).

The writer, during a very long christian career, has
met many men of the modern school, and without
exceptions it was evident that the spmt of pride
actuated them in their thqughts concerning divine
truth.  Pride of intellect has bheen the downfall of
numbers who might otherwise have been useful in the
Lord’s work. Pride, as someone has-said, is the
subtlest serpent with the loftiest crest. It is not
astonishing,, therefore, that those who met the Lotd
when on earth, unless dwmely taught, would be
bewildered as to His origin. To those who had been
drawn to receive Him, the power of His attraction was
wonderful, but to others that power and quality in Him"
repeiled and produced hatred of heart, especially at a
time when the blessed Lord sought to speak to the
Jews of the Father, which they did not understand
(John wviii. 27). He had previously -stated, “If ye
believe not that I am he ye shall die in your sins’’ (verse
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24). ‘“‘Then said they unte Fim Who art thou?"
‘‘Jesus said unto them: perfectly that which I said
unto you’’ (new trans.) or, in the words of another, to
make His answer more clear, ‘‘In the principle and
universality of what I am,’’ i.e., His speech presented
Himself, being the truth,-or *‘I am that which I speak,”’
i.e., ‘‘the truth.”

In conclusion, the writer would emphasise the
absolute importance of the daily study of the Scriptures
in these dark and trying days. It is by these alone
that we can be kept from falling into error, and from
them we learn ‘““What manner of man . . .” the
blessed Lord is. We read in Luke xxiv. 27 that when
‘the Lord joined the two disciples on their way to
Emmaus, that ‘‘beginning at Moses and all the
prophets he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning Himself.”” Again, referring to
the importance of the Word, in Paul’s farewell address
we read in Acts xx. 32, ‘‘And now, brethren, I commend
you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able
to build you up, and give you an inheritance among
all them which are sanctified.”” May we not only
value but have an appetite for God’s precious word.
Only thus can we know ‘“What manner of man’’ the
blessed Lord is, and what manner of men we ought to
be. J.P. (Montreal).

The Work of the Lord

S we read the account of the work of the Lord as

given us in the Acts of the Apostles we find that
it was spectally marked by four things :—

1. 'The preaching of salvation and forglveness of
sins through faith in a once crucified but risen
and glorified Christ.

2. The power of the Holy Ghost accompanying
the word spoken and producing remarkable
results.

Prayer.

S
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4. Untiring and devoted service on the part ot
those whom God used to carry on the work.

Let us briefly look at these four things.

(1) The subject. The Lord had told His disciples ere
He left this world that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. To this truth Peter bore the
fuilest testimony, declaring that there was none other
name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved, and that through His name whosoever
believeth in Hlm shall receive remission of sins.

Now nothing could be more plain and emphatic than
this declaration of the value of the name of the risen
Saviour. And Paul bore witness to the same truth,
preaching forgiveness of sins and complete justification
through faith in Christ.  But besides these specially
gifted men, a crowd of disciples—those that were
scattered abroad through persecution; what we might
call the rank and file—went everywhere preaching the
Word.

Thank God.we have the same theme as they had then,
the same gospel, which is still the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that beiieveth. But let us keep
to it and not allow ourselves to be diverted from it by
the sophistry or the ideas of men. Oh, what glad
tidings ! It has lost none of its power to save to the
uttermost those who believe it. Surely the assurance
of this ought to stimulate us in seeking to bring it
before others.

(2) The Power. Is the power of the Holy Ghost any
less now than it was in apostolic times? Certainly not.
It is true that now, at the end of the dispensation, when
the professing church is in a state of division and con-
fusion, there is not the same open manifestation of
power as there was at the beginning, but God’s power
is just the same to-day. Here is something to encour-
age the evangelist in carrying the message of the
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gospel to men. He knows that the work is God’s work
and that the power for it is not to be found in human
eloquence and outward display, but in dependence on
the Holy Spirit, who can use the most simple instru-

ment as well as the most gifted servant for the work
He has to do.

(3) Prayver. Such was the importance attached to
prayer that it was even put before ministry in Acts vi.
4, ““We will give ourselves continually to prayer and
the ministry of the word.”” In looking through the
Acts we shall find that the believers devoted themselves
to prayer on every important occasion in the history of
the work. They prayed when they chose an apostle to
replace Judas (i. 24), when they chose the deacons (vi.
6), when Peter was in prlson (x11 5), when Barnabas
and Saul went on a missionary journey (xiii. 3), when
the elders were appointed in the church (xiv. 23), when
Paul and Silas went forth to preach (xv. 40), etc. A
valued servant of God said years ago that in those
days when he and others went to preach the gospel in
a new town or district, they spent a week in prayer
before the work began.

(4) The workmen. One thing that marked the
servants of God in apostolic times was energy and
perseverance.  They had difhculties, trials and dis-
couragements to meet, but they went on with the work
and God blessed their efforts. Times and surrounding
circumstances change : we to-day have to contend with
a growing spirit of indifference and infidelity, as well
as the form of godliness without the power, but we
have the same God and the same living Saviour in
glory as they had. Let us not be weary in well doing
but look off unto Jesus and persevere as seeing Him
that is invisible. Soon the day for service will be over;
Oh, to use the little time that remains for the glory of
Chrlst the furtherance of the gospel, and the gathering
in of souls.

F.G.B.
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Three Appearings—2.
Hebrews x, 10, 14, and 19-22,

E have been gazing into the opened heavens by

faith to see Christ there, and there too as our
Representative. They were visibly opened to Stephen
at his martyrdom that he might give that last startling
testimony to the Council which demonstrated the truth
of our Lord’s confession for which it had judged Him
worthy of death (Luke xxii. 6g-71) ‘‘Behold’ he said,
‘I see the heaveng opened and the Son of man standing
on the right hand of God.’” Paul’s ministry was given
afterwards to lead us by faith into heaven. -

Now let us consider what is true in regard to
Christians. Read the verses indicated above. There
are two great points. First, we have a place before
God according to His will. It is that of worshippers
once and for ever purged. ‘‘By the which will we are
sanctified.””> The expression ‘‘sanctified’”’ implies we
are set apart for God for priestly service though we
could not be priests unless we were sons—our proper
dignity—as we learn elsewhere. In regard to Christ
Himself, we have in ch. v. first, the quotation ‘“Thou
art My Son’’ and immediately following, ‘“Thou art a
Priest’” and in ch. vii. it is the Son that is consecrated.
‘What marks the present moment is, that in it, God is
bringing many sons to glory. The world has rejected
the grace of God and God is working to carry on the
purpose of His will. We are brought into the presence
of God not merely as saved sinners but in all the grace
in which He has set us according to the sovereignty of
His will.  Christ came in order that He might give
effect to the will of God (v. 7). God will have a com-
pany of priests (foreshadowed by Aaron and his sons) —
‘a company called to worship, into whose hearts the love
of God has been poured by the Holy Ghost given unto
them. ' : :
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The second point is, that ‘‘by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”’ The

perfecting here is in reference to the conscience. All
that is connected with our’ responsibility as men has
been settled for ever. No-further question as to that
can be raised on God’s part ‘or ought to be raised on
ours.  Perfected in perpetuity, having no more con-
science of sins, we are free to enter into the place which
He has been pleased to give us. We could not be in
the presence of God with one spot upon us. We are
not restored to a place or to things which man lost.
That is never God’s way—it is a perfectly new place—
a place of sonship, in the presence and knowledge of
the love of God that we may be able to serve the living
God according to His will. It is important to have a
right thought as to the sanctuary, to get the mind away
from anything that is material.  The holiest is the
light in which Christ, if we may so say, has brought
God to us. There are two things connected with our
entering in. First, it is ‘“‘by the blood of Jesus’’ and
second, it is by ‘‘the new and living way which He hath
consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say, His
flesh.”” Why have we boldness by the blood of Jesus?
Because the blood is the witness of the reconciliation
of righteousness and love in dealing with sin. In the
perfect, finished work of Christ on the cross God was
fully glorified and all His attributes fully met, yea,
magnified.  The holy, righteous One, thke spotless
Lamb of God bore the penalty which was due to the
sinner at the hands of a righteous God ; and He was at
the same time the Son of God, in the gizing of whom
God’s love was fully manifested (John iii. 16).

Consequent on the death of Christ, the veil of the
temple was rent in twain, for in the death of Christ
God came out to man in the full revelation of Himself.
Christ has come from the heart of God to the cross;
we travel the opposite way from the cross to the heart
of God—the new and living way of verse 20. The one
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who sees God’s love made known and His righteous-
ness met can have no misgiving as to the holiest being
his place, no hesitation as to entering in for the enjoy-
ment of the presence of God. Having a great Priest
over the house of God; the sanctified one, responding
to the invitation of verse 22, will not be alone—the
great Priest is there.  How could we entertain the
thought of entering into the holiest if He were not
there? And He is Minister of the holy places. ‘‘Let
us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of
faith.’” It is the first grand duty of faith to use our
great privilege. ‘‘Having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience’’ is (the heart of) the Christian being
right with God, not harassed by a bad conscience.
“Our bodies washed with pure water’’—practical
purgation from the pollution of the world. ‘‘Pure
water’’ is the power of the Word morally. We are to -
be a reflection of God Himself—‘‘holy and without
blame before Him in love.””

May God graciously give us a better understanding'
of the place divinely given to us that we may acceptably
fulfil the service to which He has called us in His great
grace.

R.E.C.

The Value of the Word.

KNOW that after my departure grievous wolves
shall enter in not ‘gpparing the flock, and from
among your own selves sBall men arise speaking things
perverted, to draw away the disciples after them.’’
““Wherefore watch ye,’’ says the apostle to the elders,
“remembering that for three years, night and day, I
ceased not from admonishing each one with tears.”’

49

This little glimpse, which necessity wrung out from
the apostle’s heart, lets us see his entire devotedness.
It was not business, nor the spread of truth even, still
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less the prevalence of his own opinions for good. 1t
was one who loved Christ, and pressed this above all
on those who took the lead. Untiring, tender, watch-
ful care filled his heart with the deepest feeling
habitually and at all cost.  Such he would have us
feel, as those he addressed that day. Who is sufficient
for these things? The sufficiency is in and from God.

So he continues, ‘‘And now I commend you to God
and to the word of His grace, which is able to build
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all that
are sanctified.’”” Whatever be the days of danger,
difficulty and ruin, God abides faithful, the Saviour
unchangeable, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever.

If all the apostles, since they and the prophets laid
the foundations, have passed away, the word of His
grace remains, as does the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven. He only had divine power even when
apostles were there. There is no excuse therefore for
unbclief. IFaith shines the more in a dark day, and
devotedness is called out by the sense of His dishonour
‘who 1s dearest to the heart.

Nor is there anything in comparison with the word
.of His grace in ability to build us up. Boldness of
thought and beauty of language are all in vain if there
‘be not the truth; and the truth is never so sure, and
strong, and holy, as in His own word, which is
truth.  This searches the conscience, this strengthens
-the heart, this nourishes faith and makes the blessed
‘hope abounding and mighty in the love which is the
strength of all that is good. For love is of God, and
‘God is good, and as His word builds us up now, so it
gives us the inheritance among all that are sanctified.
“The word of God truly recetved delivers from the love
‘of this present age, from the world and the things of
-the world. |
| W.K.
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** He Faileth Not.”
Zephaniah iii. 5.

€ E faileth not,” What blessed truth !

To those who are His own;~ .
For they who know His grace and love
Can trust in Him alone.

““He faileth not,”” What gracious words !
To burdened souls distressed ;

For Jesus says, ‘‘Come unto Me

- And I will give you rest.”’

- ““He faileth not,”” How comforting !
To sorrowing hearts bereaved;

For then He gives sustaining grace
In every hour of need.

‘““He faileth not,”” What cheering words !
When earthly friends grow cold;

His perfect love remains the same
Nor can its depths be told.

‘““He faileth not,”’ Oh precious thought !
To those who wait their Lord;

For “‘I will come again,’”” He said;
He must fulfil His word.

‘““He faileth not,”’ Oh praise His name
For grace so full and free;
With joy our hearts in reverence bow,
- And worship only Thee.
S.A.B.L,

(97 years old).
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The Unchanging One.

T is an unspeakable mercy to have men and things

all reduced in our thoughts to their proper dimensions
—to have everything fictitious laid bare, and every-
thing hollow made manifest.  Without doubt, a few
years make a vast difference in our judgment of people
and circumstances; and above all, in our judgment of
self. At our first starting there is apt to be a great
deal of what may be termed romance, which all vanishes
“before the stern realities of actual life.

But then we must take care that we do not exchange
nature’s romance, which may exhibit much that is truly
generous, for nature’s cold and narrow-hearted selfish-
ness. This, alas! is too often the case. There are
two ways in which we may be affected by discovering
the hollowness and vanity of men and things, namely,
first, we may be driven in upon ourselves ; secondly, we
may be driven more closely to Christ. In the
former case the heart becomes withered and shut up;
in the latter it becomes enriched and expanded. In
the former case I become like an icicle congealed by
the cold dtmosphere into which my own belief has
driven me; in the latter I get real power from God, to
come forth and act on the scene which had repulsed'
me. .
Men and c1rcumstances change no doubt, but blessed
be God, we have to do with One who 1s the same,
yesterday and to-day and for ever.”” May we keep our
eye steadily fixed on Him, the unchanging One.

We shall never get strength by Iooking at the con-
dition of things around us . . . but there is something
which can carry us through and that is personal
devotedness to the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘‘Follow thou
Me’’ is a simple, definite, powerful command, uttered
by our blessed Lord; and when this command falls on
the heart, there is that which will sustain us in the
darkest apostasy.

C!H!Mr
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The Perseverance of Faith.

HAT marked the faith of those worthies of
thom we read in Hebrews xi. was, that it shone
out brightly in circumstances of difficulty and trial.
When everything is going on smoothly we are carried
along on the crest of the wave, like a ship entering
harbour on full tide. How different when she has to
make her way in at low water when rocks and reefs are
beginning to appear.

Then again, what puts faith to the test is the length
of the way; yet we read of these that they ‘‘died in
faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.”
They persevered, they went on, spite of difficulties and
discouragements, for they knew whom they believed.

Just consider all that is said of them in this one
verse (13). They did not receive the promises, yet
faith enabled them to see them afar off and to embrace
them, and the practical result was that they were
strangers and sojourners on the earth. Faith made
what was unseen as real, yea more real, than that which
was seen. Had they looked at the waves—the adverse
circumstances—like Peter on the lake of Galilee, they
might have become discouraged and returned to the
land from which they came out, but faith enabled them
to overcome and continue as strangers in Canaan.

Does not this encourage us also who live just near
the close of this dispensation? We too have hopes
and expectations—they are truly heavenly hopes, and
we look for a heavenly country in association with a
heavenly Saviour. And if we learn, amidst the experi-
ences of the wilderness, what man is—what we are—
"we learn also what God is in 2 way we never could have
known Him in the most favoured circumstances in
which we could be found.
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“The Borderland.”

Orpah and Ruth—Ruth 1. 14,

UTWARDLY there was not much difference

between these two Gentile young women.  They
were both widows.  Both had married Hebrews who
were aliens in the land of Moab, and the book of
Ruth where their history is recorded unfolds some of the
most beautiful and touching stories in the Word of
wod. Their storv treats of the principles of grace.
The 1'edempt10n “of the mhewtance, rather than of
persons, is clearly prefigured in this book, and at the
same time also types of the reception of those Gentiles
who will, in the latter day, identify themselves with
Israel.

The mother-in-law, Naomi, having heard that there
was bread in Bethlehem, is about to return with her
two daughters-in-law to Judah, her native land. But
after starting she urges both to leave her and rcturn to
their former homes. The test comes as the borderland
between Moab and Canaan is approached. Both young
women were equally loved by Naomi, and this love they
evidently strongly reciprocated. = But the borderland
i1s the supreme test! Is it to be Moab or Bethiehem?

The ties which connected Orpah with her own country
were too strong for her to relinquish, and when the
choice has to be made, “Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law but Ruth clave unto her.”” Orpah returns to her
people. She may have had faith in her love for Naomi
but her heart was elsewhere. For that reason she turned
back and becomes an example of the truth set forth in
the words, ‘‘Where your treasure is there will your
heart be also” (Matt. vi. 21). There was something
left behind in Moab from which she seemingly could
not break away. How many the writer has known,
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who, like her, made a fair start in confessing Christ,
but yet when tested, had not the spiritual energy to
continue ; so, like Orpah, looked back first and then
turned back just as the children of Ephraim who ‘‘being
armed, and carrying bows turned back in the day of
battle’’ (Psalm Ixxviii.g). For Ephraim, the difficulties
in front of them-—the day of battle—was the test.
There 1s no doubt but that Orpah was sincere in her
intention to return with Naomi to the land of Judah; for
both she and Ruth had said, ‘‘Surely we will return with
thee unto thy people’’ (verse 10). The danger began
by looking back and was followed by turning back when
the borderland was reached.

What a solemn lesson we are taught in the act of
this young Gentile woman. We are reminded of some
who in our Lord’s day had the best of intentions but
when the test came had not the courage to carry them
out (Luke ix. 57-62). The first had.said ‘‘Lord, I will
follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest.”” But he had
not counted the cost for he would lose every comfort
of life if he followed the One who had no place where
to lay His head (verse 58). The next became jealous
of his character before the world when asked by the
Lord to follow Him. It was no doubt a proper and
natural thing to attend to the obsequies of a parent,
but none of these things could stand in the way of the
most important step on earth (verse 59). The last,
with every intention of following the Lord allowed his
family connections to stand in the way and the Lord
has to tell him, when he fails in his decision, that ‘“No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back is fit for the kingdom of God”’ (verse 62).

But a brighter picture is presented in the case of
Ruth, although she has to meet a further test when her
mother-in-law urges her to ‘‘return after thy sister-in-
law’' (verse 15). Her objective was Bethlehem and
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she was not to be put off. Her fixed determination to
cleave to and follow Naomi, in the midst of difficulties,
1s a beautiful and a cheering instance of faith.

It is a just inference to draw, that during the time of
Naomi’s sojourn in the land of Moab her two daughters-
in-law had heard her speak of the God of Israel and the
land of Judah, but the effect of this upon the hearts of
the two young women must have been different.  Ruth
had no doubt been attracted by what she had heard,
as well as exercised by events that had happened, such
as the death of her father-in-law and her husband.
True exercise of heart in divine things is usually a
gradual work, so when the test came in her case she
was prepared to meet it, and no words of her mother-
in-law could dissuade hér from her purpose; ‘‘Entreat
me not to leave thee or to return from following after
thee, for whither thou goest [ will go, and where thou
lodgest I will lodge, thy people shall be my people and
thy God my God’’ (verse 16). If the exercise of heart
in divine things is gradual, so also is decline a gradual
- process. How important then it is that we should not
fail in whole-hearted devotedness to Christ but cleave
to Him as Ruth clave to her mother-in-law.

As before stated, Bethlehem (afterwards called the
city of David, Luke ii. 4) and Naomi’s God and Naomi’s
people, had become Ruth’s objective; her heart and
mind are fixed upon them. But the developments in
this story may be pursued in the Scriptures themselves.
The writer’s object is simply to show the contrast
between these two Gentile young women and the
lesson to be learned from their characters and their
ways. The test comes for us all at ‘‘the borderland.”
Is it to be Christ or the world with us?

J.p. (Monireal),
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The Path of Faith and Fellowship.

Illustrated in Jonathan and his Armour-bearer,
1 Samuel xiii. and xiv.

HERE is no day so dark, there are no circum-
stances so difficult but that in that day and through
those circumstances the path of faith may be trodden :
and God will own it, add His blessing and give victory,

It would be difficult to imagine a more deplorable
condition for any people to be in than were the children
of Israel at this time. They were defenceless. But a
short time before, we read, that no sword or spear was
found save with Saul and Jonathan, that even to
sharpen an axe they had to go to their enemies. It
was in such defenceless condition they were invaded by
their inveterate foe with a powerful army of chariots,

horsemen and footmen and spoilers that went forth in
bands.

Small wonder (apart from faith) that many of the
children of Israel hid themselves in caves and
mountains and dens and pits; others fled across the
Jordan; only a few hundreds followed the king,
trembling. And the king? He tarried in indecision
under a pomegranate tree at the utmost parts of Gibeah.

But there was one who was not carried away with
this sweeping tide of despair.. Doubtless, Jonathan
felt the condition of things as keenly as any but he
looked not alone at the difficulties but to God who was
above them. He considered not only the number and.
power of his enemies but the One on whom he could
count to meet them. And Jonathan’s faith soon found
expression in these remarkable words to his armour-
bearer, ‘‘Come and let us go over to the Philistines’
garrison that is on the other side.”

And they went. But he told not his father. Like
another yet more illustrious Benjamite in a later day,
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he ‘‘conferred not with flesh and blood.”” But Jonathan
soon found that the Philistines’ garrison was in a skil-
fully chosen, a truly formidable position, rocks on this
side, rocks on that side and strongly held by a well-
appointed foe. Here was a test for Jonathan’s faith.
But Jonathan’s faith stands the test.  As the rocks
appear, as the difficulties arise, Jonathan’s faith rises
with and above them -and still his word is ‘‘come’ !
But, note, there is an advance on his previous appeal.
He does not now say merely, ‘‘the garrison of the
Philistines’’ but ‘‘the garrison of these uncircumcised.”’-
He puts them in their proper place before God. They
could not count on Jehovah as their God and call upon
Him for help against their enemy, the children of
Israel.

Here is a lesson for us. It is of the very first impor-
tance to promptly recognise our spiritual enemies as
such, who will give and should receive no quarter.
Parleying too often leads to pandering ; being undecided
too frequently ends in being undone; but decision is a
first step to deliverance.

Jonathan’s faith expands with its exercise and he
now gives utterance to this very fine saying, ‘‘It may
be the Lord will work for us; for there is no restraint
to the Lord to save by many or by few.’’ Oh, bright
and beautiful words, in a day of darkness and despair,
in a time of hiding and fleeing and trembling and
tarrying ! How every word glows with the pure light
of faith which flashes encouragement all down thirty
canturies to drooping spirits in our decadent day.

The response of the armour-bearer is full of interest
ind instruction. Onec can hardly suppose that he of
his own initiative would have gone to the attack of the
Philistines’ garrison against such tremendous odds;
but, under the inspiring words and heroic example of
Jonathan, he went. On the other hand, one scarcely
cares to think of what the result might have been had
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he used his influence to dissuade Jonathan from the
enterprise. He might have urged, ‘‘I have borne your
armour until now and am in no condition to climb rocks
in the face of such a superior foe,”’ or there was the
more potent plea that Jonathan was the king’s son ; he
had already given promise of able and successful leader-
ship, he was the people’s hope, the nation’s asset, it
was his first duty to consérve such a valuable life and
not to risk throwing it away on such a hazardous
adventure.  Such advice would, doubtless, have
received commendation. Oh, no! instead, he gives an
answer of full, whole-hearted fellowship. ‘Do all
that is in thine heart; turn thee, behold I am with thee
according to thine heart’’ he says; and how the free
noble words must have sent the blood coursing through
Jonathan’s veins, warming his heart, strengthening his
hand and confirming him in his faith and purpose.

It is of course impossible for everyone to take the
lead and it is not in the nature of things that everyone
should be a hero of the first rank like Jonathan, but
may we, when any servant or servants of the Lord have
a work of the Lord in hand, not meet it with cold
carping criticism but be found giving whole-hearted
fellowship after this sort.

Jonathan’s action was the result of simple faith in
God. It was not the outcome of religious fanaticism.
Nor was it, that, borne on the crest of a wave of popular
enthusiasm, he was urged to a deed of daring by the
admiring gaze and encouraging plaudits of the multi-
tude. No, he was calm with the calmness which true
faith in God alone can give. He was willing to be
guided and his faith immediately suggests a test. They
would discover themselves to the enemy. Wretched
tactics but blessed faith; and the nature of the taunts
received from their foes gives Jonathan just the guicl-
ance that he desired. And now, no danger shall deter,
no consideration hold them back and forth go the
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devoted two on hands and feet to meet ‘“‘the hLiost
encamped against them.”

But he first breaks forth with an expression of sur-
passing excellence.  The path of faith had isolated
Jonathan from the king, from his family, from the
people. He was not missed by the king, his absence
was not noticed by the people. And yet, at this crisis
of his career, his life, humanly speaking, not worth a
moment’s purchdse, of whom does he think? Does
he entreat his armour-bearer, should he survive, to
acquaint the king of this culminating deed of valour in
the path of duty against the king’s enemies? Does
he confide a last loving message of farewell to his
family? No: he thinks of Israel. The solemn address
of the venerable seer recorded in the 12th chapter had,
doubtless, made a lasting impression upon him. Most
serious warnings the aged Samuel had indeed given,
but he had mingled with them blessed words of faith
and hope. “‘For the Lord will not forsake His people
for His great name’s sake; because it hath pleased the
Lord to make you His people,”’ he had said. And the
inspired words had fallen as good seed taking deep
root in the heart of Jonathan now to burst forth in rich
and precious fruit. For Jonathan’s faith going right
away from himself takes in the whole people of God;
and, linking the great name of Jehovah with them,
predicates their deliverance at His hand. God must
answer and honour such faith—the faith that cast His
people on His advocacy as the meek and mighty Moses
in even more critical circumstances had done in an
earlier day. God could not deny Himself. And so we
find that He not only transfers trembling to the
Philistines and the earth, and works a great deliver-
ance for Israel, but gives the people gratefully to
testify that Jonathan had wrought with God that day
and on that account to save his precious life from the
folly and jealousy of Saul. How different from Saul,
who, making a great show of zeal-—so soon to be
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manifested as the utmost folly—brought the people
under bondage and a curse, in order, as he said, ‘‘that
I might be avenged on mine enemies.”’

: A.].H,

“Go Unto Joseph.”

“Thou, Thou art worthy of all praise:
Blessed is he who praises Thee.”

ES, it is blessed to praise God, as our hymn says.

But that is only possible through Jesus, that is to
say only those, who know the Son of God as their
Saviour, and believe in Him, can, through Him, praise
God the Father. Peter, filled w1th the Holy Ghost testi-
fied before the chief men and elders of the natlon of
Israel that there is none other name given under heaven
among men, whereby we must be saved. And Jesus is,
according to the word in Rom. ix. 5, “Over all, God
blessed for ever’”! The one who knows Him can truly
bless and praise, can leap for joy, and walk in peace in
a world full of discord and unrest. All blessing, all
true enjoyment is through Him.

We have read together a portion of Joseph’s history
(Gen. xli. 46-57). God has given us in the Old Testa-
ment many histories—beautiful and impressive narra-
tives, in order to shew us who He is, and what He has
given us, but above all, to enable us to recognise who
the Lord Jesus is. His purpose was, and is, that we
should learn to know Him, whom to kunow is life
eternal.

How much that is beautiful and glorious in this
respect is contained in the history which we are going
to consider this evening! May God enable us through
His Spirit to discover these glories, and to enjoy some-
thing of them !

“And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt.”’

That was an important and eventful moment in the
life of those two men—as well in Joseph’s as in
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Pharaoh’s. In Psalm cv. also mention is made by the
Holy Spirit of this moment., There Pharaoh is called
‘‘the ruler of the peoples.”” Pharaoh was indeed the
mightiest prince of his time, the highest monarch on
earth. But this mightiest among the children of men
was lacking in wisdom. And all those who surrounded
his magnificent throne possessed as little as he did the
wisdom necessary for discerning the meaning of the
dreams which so disturbed him.

Then Pharaoh’s chief butler remembered what had
happened to him two years earlier. Why had not the
man in all that time thought any more of the Hebrew
youth from whose mouth he had heard the interpreta-
tion of his dream, and who had so urgently begged him
to remember him when his dream should be fulfilled?

Yes, why? The above-quoted psalm gives us the
answer to this question. ‘‘He (Jehovah) sent a man
before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant;
whose feet they hurt with fetters : he was laid in iron,
until the time that His word came: the word of
Jehovah tried him'’ (verses 17-19). At the time
appointed by God, not a moment too early, and not a
moment too late, the dungeon-doors opened, and the
innocent one was presented before Pharaoh and to the
whole world, but before that the same God had some-
thing to teach His servant, who was languishing in
prison. Oh, may we, none of us, ever forget that God
holds all in His hand, and that He orders all according
to His own perfect wisdom ! All the enigmas, all the
“Whys?" will one day be gloriously solved and
answered.,

Joseph (such was God’s purpose) was to become the
saviour of the world, and God carried out His purpose
in a perfect way. Everything must work together to
accomplish the counsel of His will. Seen in this light,
it is of great significance that the chief butler forgot
Joseph for two whole years, though this in no wise

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)
123

does away with the man’s responsibility. But to those
who love God all things work together for good.

And when we now see Joseph standing there before
““the ruler of the peoples,’”’ what a spectacle ! All -
suffering is over for God’s servant; the prison lies for
ever behind him. Is not that a refreshing thought?
Not only when we remember Joseph, as he suffered so
innocently in the fields of Dothan and in Potiphar’s
house, but, above all, when we look beyond this pure
youth, and fix our eyes upon Him, of whom he was a
type, upon our Lord and Saviour. For Jesus the suffer-
ings went much deeper than for Joseph. , He must—
and this thought pierces us to the heart—He must go
down into death and the grave for us. Oh, how did He
suffer in Gethsemane in the fore-feeling of what was to
come, and how on the cross itself, and above all, in
those three hours of darkness! We are deeply moved
when His suffering passes before our souls, for we also
—you and I—were the cause of it! But this nameless
suffering, this deep humiliation, belong for ever to the
past. For Him the cross will never return. He who
once bore our sins and was made sin for us, has been
received up into heaven; yea, He has taken His seat
on the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. i. 3).
He is there in the presence of the All-Highest.

Are we not involuntarily reminded of this heavenly
sight, when we read the words which have been pre-
served for us with regard to Joseph and Pharoah?
Joseph is the only wise one : all who were esteemed wise
among men stand there as fools.  Joseph gives the
interpretation of the dream.  Joseph gives counsel.
And so also we know our Saviour as the One who “of
God is made unto us wisdom,”’ and whose name is
“Wonderful, Counsellor, mighty God, Father of eterni-
ty, Prince of peace’’ (1 Cor. 1. 30; Is. ix. 6).

And now let us hear what Pharaoh replies to the
surprising communications of Joseph :
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‘““Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom
the Spirit of God 1s? Forasmuch as God hath shewed
thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou
art. Thou shalt be over my house; and according to
thy word shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne
will I be greater than thou . . . . See, I have set thee
over all the iaand of Egypt. . . .”

““And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and
put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in fine
linen, and put a gold chain about his neck. And he
made him to ride in the second chariot which he had,
and they cried before him, ‘Bow the knee!’ and he
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.”’

- What a spectacle! I repeat. ]oseph in robes of
finest white linen, wearing the sign of the highest
dignity and power !

Twice already had he lost a garment: the ‘‘coat of
many colours,”” which the hand of love had prepared
for him, and of which his brethren had robbed him, and
the garnu,nt of Potlphar s steward, which POtlphaI‘ S
wicked wife retained in her hand, when Joseph fled
from her waylaying. And now he stood before the
eyes of all in the fine white raiment, which testified not
alone of the grace of God, but also of Joseph’s faith-

fulness. The late J. Rot, of Holland.

A Word on Galatians Illustrated by the
Orders given to the Kohathites.—4.

Num, iv, 1-20; vii. 1-9; Gal. v, [-10; vi. [2-14,

But to return to Numbers iv.  There was a special
injunction as to the Kohathites that we do not find in
the case of the other Levites. The Lord said: ‘‘Cut
ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites
from among the Levites : but thus do unto them, that
they may live, and not die, when they approach unto
the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in,
and appoint them every one to his service and to his
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burden : but they shall not go in to see when the holy
things are covered, lest they die.’”” There was danger
for them that did not exist in the same way for others;
for they were in the place of greatest nearness to God.
God will not suffer in His presence that which is not
worthy of Himself. @ He does not interfere with the
world in its sin. He lets that go on its way until the
judgment. But He will be sanctified in those that draw
near to Him, and for them especially exists the danger
of being cut off if unsubject to the order of the sanctu-
ary. This was what did happen on the day of the
consecration of Aaron. The nearer we are to God, the
more careful we must be to do everything according
to God’s order.  Only after the holy things were
covered were they to come and take them. They were
separated by God to this special service, but they were
10t allowed to exceed it or look upon the holy things.

What instruction is there for us in this? Is it not,
not allowing the natural man, the curiosity of an
unsanctified heart, to satisfy itself with that which God
has put in His house to set forth the glory of Christ?
The natural man must not be allowed to trespass here,
even to admire. God has given us His truth in order
that the truth may command us, may rule our hearts
and form our ways; it is not for the natural man to
admire or to criticise it.  And those who were in the
greatest danger of doing this were those who were
brought the nearest. God will have the conscience
exercised as to His presence, as to what it is to have to
do with Him. The sense of this in the soul is like the
ballast in a vessel. The unladen ship must have ballast.
All may go well if the wind happens to be gentle and
favourable, but without ballast, if a storm rises, the
ship must be lost. God, having brought us in Christ
into a position of the greatest nearness and privilege,
and having given us a nature capable of enjoying Him,
will not have our natural minds working about His
truth, or enjoying it as a natural man might enjoy it.
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Want of care as to this gets us out of the current of
God’s thoughts, and leads us into the state of the
Galatians, who having begun in the Spirit, went on to
make a fair show in the flesh. We may enjoy God’s
truth in a fleshly way; but then God comes in in judg-
ment.

May our hearts be so exercised before Him that we
may become apt to learn more of His thoughts about
service and testimony in communion with His own dear
Son.

That which is nearest to the Lord’s heart is. the
church for which He gave Himself. “Christ loved
the church and gave Himself for it.”” Have I got
anything in my heart that answers to the Lord’s as
to this? God has brought us into communion with
His own firstborn Son, and will have our hearts set
upon Christ’s interests, our thoughts occupied with
Him, that we ‘“may be able to understand with all
saints what i1s the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all the
fulness of God.”” United by the Holy Ghost to all
saints in Christ, you cannot isolate yourself from them
without practically giving up the testimony and service
He has appointed, and ignoring holiness as God has
set it forth in Christianity. The. Kohathites must work
together.

‘Of course we do not find the church as the body of
Christ in the Old Testament, but we do find there the
‘“‘order’”’ of the house of God, and in those who are
brought so near to God as the Kohathites were, we have
a distinct indication of what He seeks in those whom
He has now made nigh in His Son.

First, they are under the power of the truth; they
bear it on their shoulders, valuing it, and caring for
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it as that which is most precious. Secondly, they walk
together; and what keeps them together too is the
position of service in which they are set in dependence
upon God.  Thirdly, they do not seek tu satisfy the
craving of the natural heart with God’s holy things;
they walk as to them in God’s presence in the Spirit;
so as not to satisfy the lust of the flesh.  These are
the three characteristics of the Kohathites.

What a comfort and joy it is to the heart to know
that God has brought His people so near to Himself
that He may bless them there according to His own
thoughts! Surely He desires for us that we may be
practically under the power of the place in which He
has set us ‘““IN CHRIST.”” The tendency of human
nature is always to measure things by the amount of
outward blessing or success. It characterises very
much so-called christian work in the day we live in. But
if I am really on God’s ground, I shall be content with
knowing that His eyve is ever on His saints, and that
He thinks of the appointed place and measure and
and sphere of service that He has allotted to each of
His own. In this He is sovereign; but if living in the
sanctuary and furnished with His thoughts, we shall
get intelligent in discerning His ways, and find ever
fresh occasions of joy in tracing them out. Personally
we have to ask ourselves, Am I in the place where He
wishes me to be? Am I occupied with the service of
His Son in the path of obedience, and in constant
dependence upon Him, allowing no principle of the
flesh or of the world to come in between me and Him
so as tc hinder my adopting His divine ‘“‘order’”? All
the rest must be left in His band.

The Lord has put His name upon us, and calls us to
do whatever we have to do for His sake. ‘I know
‘thy works.”” Weakness is no real hindrance, for if
felt as it ought to be, it only draws us nearer to Him,
and becomes the opportunity for His grace to shine
forth, and His strength to be made perfect in it, To
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such He says, ‘‘I have set before thee an open door
which no man can shut.”” God will have us hold the
trath in communion with Himself (otherwise it has no
power over the soul), in order that we may be found
going quietly forward as His witnesses, ‘‘led of the
Spirit,”’ and with the constant sense of being in His
presence under the power of the truth He has revealed
to us.

We shall find that it is the cross of Christ which
furnishes the secret of power for testimony : “‘always
bearing about in the body the dying of ‘Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body.”’
May it be more and more so with us, through the
infinite grace of God.

W.J.L.
(CONCLUDED. ) !

The Watching Servant.

LESSED are those servants whom the Lord

when He cometh shall find watching ; verily 1 say
unto you, that He shall gird Himself, and make them
t: sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve
them.’”’ What joy! =~ What grace! It will be the
glory of the Saviour Himself, to give us to enjoy the
blessings of heaven in the Father’s house, ministering
all with His own hands. It is well worth while to
suffer for Him a little, and for a little while, and then
to possess heavenly blessing, communicated by the
hand, and heart of Jesus Himself. We shall reign with
Him, and enjoy the fruit of the work which we have
been permitted to do for Him; if it is only a cup of
water given in the name of Jesus, it shall not lose its
reward. But far better still will it be to sit down in
peace, enjoying those eterhal blessings in the Father’s
house, which Christ will abundantly minister to us—
precious testimony of His approval and of His love
(See Luke xii. 35-44).

J.N,D.
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The Word.l

¢¢ HE Word was God. . . the Word became
flesh’” (John i. 1, 14). These two statements
concerning the Word, answer the one to the other.
The first asserts unequivocally His absolute Deity, the
other asserts with equal force His true and perfect
humanity.  There was but the one Person—two
natures, the divine and the human, but one Person.

Every glory that surrounds our lLord Jesus, every
attribute or quality which we find in Him, is dear to the
Christian’s heart. No wonder that the Apostle should
say at the close of the epistle to the Corinthians, “‘If
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
Anathema Maran-atha.”’

Like the perfume composed of ‘‘sweet spices with
pure frankincense,’”’ each of a like weight, tempered
together pure and holy, which Moses was commandel
to make (Exod. xxx. 34, 38), none was to be made like
it. Jesus, in all that He was and in all that He is,
stands alone. He is unique. There is none like Him.
Some of that perfume, or ‘‘confection after the art of
the apothecary,’’ as it is called, was to be beaten very
small and put before the testimony, in the tabernacle
of the congregation. There, in the very presence of
God, every particle of it, every little bit, would emit
its fragrant perfume ascending before Him.

What a Saviour! He is divine and His divinity adds
its untold worth to His sacrifice upon the Cross, as well
as to every office He fills. He is truly man; full of
grace and truth, and His every act and word was as
fragrant perfume before God. His was a path of
absolute self-surrender; perfect dependence on, and
perfect obedience to, the Father’s will. |

And with all the true sensibility and feeling of a truly
human heart, Jesus can sympathise with His people in
the trials and sorrows of the way; while His priestly
Intercession, carried on in heaven itself, never fails,
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But all flows from an infinite and perfect Jove; eternal

like Himself, and which knows no break, no failure,

no decline. )
May we not say, in the words of Solomon’s Song,

that He is ‘‘the chiefest among ten thousand.

yea, He is altogether lovely’’ ?

A Voice.

Matthew xi. 2-19.

E mght say that the greatest men of God whose

history is given us in the Word, form so to speak
the back-ground of the picture on which there is but
one person who stands out prominently, the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is thus that a painter, wishing to make the
subject of his painting stand out in relief, usually paints
it against a dark back-ground. We find this habitually
in the Word, when it depicts for us men of faith who
are especially honoured of God.

In the case of John the Baptist, one is struck by the
character of moral grandeur which we see in him, and
which is recognised by the Lord Himself. John was
“‘more than a prophet.”” But what rendered him great
was, not only moral qualities inherent in his person, but
the infinite glory of Him whose forerunner he was and,
alone of all the prophets, he saw Him whom he
announced and could cry, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God!”’

John was the porter who opened the door to the Lord,
entering the scene as His minister. He it was who
bore testimony to Him who was the Word, the Light,
the Life, the Christ, the Lord, the Lamb of God, the
Son of God (John i. 4, 5, 20, 23, 29, 34).

No prophetic ministry had had so elevated a
character.  Yet, lest we should confound the Lord
with His servant, the Spirit says, ‘‘He (John) was not
the light.” The Pharisees asked him, ‘‘Art thou the
Christ. . . ?” and he answered: No. There was
in John a moral greatness which showed itself in. the
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deep humility with which he was clothed. It is indeed
beautiful to see him effacing himself completely and
declaring that he is nothing.

When asked, ‘““Who art thou?’’, he replies, ‘“‘A
voice,’’ setting man entirely aside. Then he announces
the One who was to come after him and whose shoe’s
latchet he was not worthy to unloose. He takes, with
respect to Christ, the place of the least of servants,
Abigail was animated by the same spirit.  When
David asked her to become his wife, she replies, ‘‘Let
thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.”” It was not, with her, any effort
to speak thus, any more than it was with John the
Baptist.

Has anyvone, by his own efforts, ever succeeded in
forgetting himself ? Never! In order to do this, the
heart must be filled with Christ and there must be no
place for another. Such was the case with John. But
there is something still more wonderful : the Lord does
not let His servant abase himself without taking,
Himself, a still lower place than John. He goes down
to the river Jordan to be baptized by John with the
baptism of repentance.  The whole moral glory of
Christ shines in this fact, which John declared to be
impossible ; as was the case also with Peter when the
Lord came to him in order to wash his feet.

Here Jesus associates Himself with those who came
to the baptism of repentance, confessing that the only
place which it was right for them to take was the place
of death and judgment. In what wonderful grace He,
the Holy One and the Just, identified Himself with the
guilty in whose hearts God was working by His Spirit,
and who became thus the excellent of the earth, of
whom He said by His prophetic Spirit, ‘‘In them is all
my delight.”’

H. R.
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The Path of Faith and Fellowship—2.

Illustrated in Jonathan and his Armourbearer,
I Samuel xiii. and xiv.

HAT vast encouragement there is for us in God’s

recognition and blessing of this separate path in
which Jonathan walked. Let us take it to ourselves
and never leave the path of faith though it be as narrow
and difficult as, until recent years, was the old coast-
guardsmen’s path on the cliffs. May we at the same
time keep our hearts as boundless in their sympathies
as the ocean that stretched out before them.  Like
them too, may we not only guard the interests of those
who are safe but give warning to those in danger ard
a helping hand to those ‘‘ready to perish.”’

Who had the people’s interests most at heart? Who
served the people best? we may ask. Jonathan in the
lonely path in which his faith led him, or one, say even
the captain of the king’s host, who was with the king
and the priest and all that was proper in that day?
Favoured, honoured, surely, was that young man, the
armour-bearer to be associated with Jonathan in his
separate path. And his words of fellowship are in-
scribed by the side of Jonathan’s words of faith so that
they shine together with intermingling lustre, preserved
for ever in the imperishable Word of the living God.

Whatever the difficulties of the day we are living in, ’
however deep-seated the decadence, however bitter the
brokenness, however humiliating the disintegration,
God is the same—unchangeable in all His attributes.
Nothing can exhaust His fulness whether of love or of
power. It has been well said, ‘““Man’s extremity is
God’s opportunity.” It might also be said, ‘‘Man’s
extremity is faith’s opportunity’’ for faith brings God’s
resistless power into circumstances which must give
way before it. If it be urged that this is not a day for
what might be regarded as great deeds; that our path
is more like that of our beloved Lord who waited
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patiently for Jehovah and lived by every word which
proceeded out of His mouth; the sure reply is, that
He has graciously told us what will meet with His
approbation in this day of ruin. It is separateness
from the world and its ecclesiastical organisations;
keeping His word—the test of love which He gave in
His farewell address—and not denying His name.
This takes us right against the current of things down
here and for it we need energy of faith as well as
enduring courage. We are in the very midst of
Laodicean boastfulness and lukewarmness—a state so
nauseous to the Lord that it will inevitably lead to all
that is mere profession being utterly cast out by Him.
But it is the darkness which precedes the dawn. The
day star has arisen in our hearts. Out from the dark-
ness, above the Babel of Christendom, above the roar
of the surges and the raging of the storm, clear comes
the cheering cry, the encouraging message from our
well-beloved Lord Himself, ‘I come quickly ; hold that
fast which thou hast that no man take thy crown.”’
Shall we then on account of our low condition, the
power of the enemy or anything else whatsoever, give
up, with this His own loving appeal ringing in our
ears and stirring the very depths of our hearts?
Surely, no! And mark, even now, He is not presenting
Himself merely as the Holy and the True, the One who
looks for reality rather than display, but also as the One
““that hath the key of David, He that openeth and no
man shutteth’’—the true Eliakim—the treasurer—the
keeper and administrator of God’s treasury of unsearch-
able riches—to whom, indeed, all things in heaven and
on earth are given. So the great apostle, by the Holy.
(Ghost, tells us, “My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” And
then, ahove all, may we not say ?—as the Beloved Son
in ineffable favour He is the free dispenser of the
Father’s grace.

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)

134

‘“March on, beloved, nor like a laggard stay!

March swiftly on! yet err not from the way

Where once the holy feet of Jesus trod—

The path of faith, made for the sons of God!”’
A. J. H.

“Go Unto Joseph”’—2.

Genesis xli.

E have already seen how Joseph lost a garment

twice: the ‘‘coat of many colours” which the
hand of love had provided for him, and the garment
which Potiphar’s wicked wife retained in her hand,
when he fled from her waylaying.

But allow me in passing to draw attention to this
and above all, to impress it upon the hearts of the youny
people in our midst—what would have become of all
this glory, of all the ways and purposes of God with
and through Joseph, if this young man had lent an ear
to the voice of temptation? Oh, let us flee from sin!
From every sin! But above all—you young men—{rom
the sin of unchastity, of immorality!

The royal and priestly robe now enwrapped Joseph’s
members. And when he now rides througn the land cf
Egypt in the royal chariot, and the herald cries before
~him, ‘“‘Bow the knee!”’—Potiphar’s wife, too, must
bow her knees before him. Every knee must bow
before him! Before him—Zaphnath-Paaneah—the
“‘saviour of the world,’’ the ‘““‘preserver of life.”” For
under this name will Joseph henceforth be spoken of
in Egypt. All must have to do with this Zaphnath-
Paaneah, the revealer of secrets, and saviour of the
world. Every tongue must confess his name, and he
will become lord of all, possessor and benefactor of all.

And now, beloved, what is this spectacle, beautiful
and striking though it be, when compared with that
which we shall see in the future? Does not Paul say,
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after speaking of the humiliation and perfect obedience
of Christ—an obedience even unto death, yea, unto the
death of the cross, ‘“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a name that is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father’?

- How infinitely does that surpass the glory of Joseph!

As it had been shown to Pharaoh in the dream, and
communicated by Joseph in the name of God, so it came
to pass. Egypt experienced an abundance hitherto
unknown, but then, seven years later, famine came upon
the land and all surrounding lands.

But corn is there! Joseph has arranged everything
beforehand. His full granaries offer plenty of corn and
bread. The people turn in their need to Pharaoh. But
they go (as we say) to the wrong address, just as
Naaman the leper did many years later, when he went
with his king’s letter of recommendation to King
Jehoram (2 Kings v.). ‘‘Pharaoh said unto all the
Egyptians, ‘Go unto Joseph! What he saith to you,
do’ ' (Gen. xli. 55). Joseph is the preserver of all.
Joseph has corn. And he gives to all who come to him.
He sells corn to the Egyptians for their money, then for
their cattle, and lastly for their land (ch. xlvii.).

But to his brethren he sells freely—for nothing. They
return to Canaan with the money in their sacks. How
that reminds us of a word of the prophet Isaiah in later
days: ‘‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and
eat! Yea, come, buy wine and milk without money an.]
without price’’ (Is. Iv. 1). Or of that other word from
the mouth of the Lord Himself, which we find at the end
of the book of Revelation: ‘‘I am the Root and the
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.
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And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! and let him that
heareth say, Come! and let him that is athirst come;
and whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely,”

Yes, grace is ready to give. Man has indeed
deserved nothing but punishment and judgment. But
grace sets Him before our eyes who has endured the
judgment, borne the punishment, and now offers us all
His blessings freely.

Rich, adorable Saviour! Oh, the fulness of grace in
Him! From ‘this fulness we too receive ‘‘grace upon
grace.”” And as Pharaoh once pointed the Egyptians
to Joseph, so God to-day points us to His beloved One,
and the Holy Spirit calls, ‘““Go unto [esus!’’

““The famine was sore in all lands. Now when Jacob
saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his
sons, Why do ye look one upon another? (Gen. xli. 57;
xlit. 1, 2).

“Why do ye look one upon another?” Just a few
short remarks upon these words in conclusion.

Are there some in our midst who are hungering, and
who have a sincere desire to learn to know Jesus? Oh,
why then will you still lose time—why still hesitate ?
While you are looking at others—at parents, brothers,
sisters and friends—while you ‘‘look one upon another,”’
the precious day of grace is passing by. Perhaps you
answer, ‘‘Yes; Dhut 7 ““But” what?  Does the
burden of your sins weigh vou down? Jesus will take
it from your shoulders. Have you nothing to bring to
Him but your heavy-laden, weary heart? He would
so gladly give you rest freely! All you need you can
find in Him. But that word is for you also: ‘“Go unto
Jesus !’ |

Did Joseph’s brethren buy anything ?

Ah no! They only received. When Joseph saw his
brethren coming to him with the purpose of buying corn
from him, and recognised them at once (though they
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did not recognise himj it would have been so natural if
a thought of revenge had arisen in his heart. But far
from that! He would shew grace, through kindness
would he bring them to repentance. Just as it 1s written
about God : ‘“‘Despisest thou the riches of His goodness
and forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?’’
(Rom. ii. 4). Through grace he brought them low,
through love he broke their hearts. Yes, with admir-
able wisdom he brought them to their senses, and led
them to candid confession, in order then to exalt and
bless them.

- Thus would God act towards you, towards every
sinner. The devil, the liar from the beginning, perhaps
whispers to you that you have sinned too much and
too deeply. But God’s grace is sufficient even for many
and great sins.  When, after [srael’s fearful sin in
worshipping the golden calf, and after the intercession
of Moses for the guilty people, He revealed Himself to
His faithful servant under a new name, we hear these
words from His mouth: ‘'Jehovah, Jehovah God,
‘merciful and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,”’ etc.
(Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7).

“Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin’’!
For the first time is this wonderful fact expressed in the
Word of God ; not that God had not before that time for-
given sins—he had done so—but never before had it
been uttered. And to-day we can add to it : God who in
Christ, and for Christ’s sake, goes much further; who
not only forgives, but also gives us eternal life, life in
the Son.

Oh, -may God grant that we all who are here
assembled in the same place, shone upon by the same
electric light, and sheltered by the same roof, may also
be found together in the blissful courts of heaven, where
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the true Joseph, the exalted and glorified Son of man,
will open to us for ever His well-filled storehouses, and
where our souls will be satisfied as we behold His
splendour and beauty!

The late J. Rot, of Holland.

Advent Testimony.

T is matter for thankfulness that a testimony, more
Ior less clear, is being borne to the truth of the coming
ot the Lord. Let the world scoff as it may, let even
some amongst professing Christians refuse it and say,
“Where 1s the promise of His coming9 ; yet none of
these things change the fact that He is coming.

When the Lord Jesus came imto this world the first
time, few were looking for Him, the mass of the nation
of Israel were either indifferent or unbelieving.  The
chief priests and scribes had the Scriptures in their
hands and could quote them, but they had no heart for
their own Messiah when He appeared. Yet there were
those who waited for the consolation of Israel and who
looked for redemption in Jerusalem (Luke ii.). Their
hearts were set upon the coming Messiah ; this was the
secret of their expectant attitude.

Such ones as these did not say, *‘Oh! we have heard
these promises and prophecies for years, and yet there
s no sign of the fulfilment of them, so we have begun
to think we must have been mistaken and have given

up the expectation of any immediate coming of the
Messiah.”’

No such thought, we may rest assured, ever came
into the minds of Simeon or Anna or any of those godly
souls whose whole hearts and souls were set upon the
expectation of the coming One. Their faith may have
been tried, but they were not discouraged, but rather
richly rewarded. That faith was of the true type; like
that of saints of old who ‘‘Not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, were persuaded
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of them,’” etc.: and the result of this persuasion
followed.

Let each reader earnestly desire and pray for the
revival of this hope of the second advent of the Lord,
in this our day. But we are assured that if it is to have
the vitality and freshness in our souls that it should have,
and not become a mere doctrine or theory, there must
be a state of soul and heart answering to that found in
those of old, to whom the coming of the Messiah was
evervihing. There must be real attachment of heart to
the Lord Himself.

Then again, let it be clearly understood that it is not
the end of this age we are looking for, nor is it the
ending of the state of semi-anarchy which now exists
in the world and the bringing in of peace and good
government, nor 1s it the time of earthly prosperity
which will be brought in when Christ reigns which forms
our proper hope. Not any or all of these things is the
true goal which we who belong to the church of God
are going on to. No: it is the coming of a Person,
even ‘‘God’s Son from heaven, . . . Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come”

No doubt things will be set right in this world when
Christ reigns in power and glory, and they never will
be till then. But let us not forget that the hopes and
calling of the church are heavenly. ‘‘Our citizenship
has its existence in the heavens, from which also we
await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour’; it is a
heavenly hope, and we await a heavenly Saviour.

Now this 1s a truth we must bear in mind if we are
to rightly understand that aspect of the coming of the
Lord which specially refers to the Christian, as con-
trasted with the Jewish hope of the kingdom. If the
church is that which belongs to heaven even now, how
simple and suitable that the Lord Jesus should call us
from the earth to meet Him in the air (1 Thess. iv.) and
so pass into heaven, to which, in spirit, we already
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belong. The ‘““Day of the Lord’ (1 Thess. v. 2), on
the other hand, is a day of judgment on the world, Wwhen
Christ comes in power and glory to reign.

Two things, then, come especially before us in
connection with the hope of the coming of the Lord;
both of them most essential if that hope is to be a
“living bright reality’”” to us and not a mere dry
doctrine, even though a true one.

First, that it is the One who is coming who forms the
beloved object of the hope; it is Jesus Himself, the
bright and morning star. It is the One the mention of
whose name (Rev. xxii. 16) calls forth that response—
in which, indeed, the Holy Spirit joins—‘‘Come’’.
How could the bride, the church, and the Holy Ghost
who dwells in the church and who has created those
bridal affections for Christ, do other than respond to
such a presentation of Himself, and say ‘“‘Come’’? It
could not be. '

Secondly, the coming of the Lord is the church’s
proper hope. When that assembling ‘‘shout’’ is heard,
all His saints will be raised or changed, responsive to
Christ’s own voice, and pass into the glory, to be ‘‘for
ever with the Lord.”” Could anything be comparable
to such a meeting, such a hope? Surely the thought
of it even now, amidst the trials and disappointments
of the wilderness, is sufficient to quicken our steps,
cheer our souls, and fill our hearts with praise and
thanksgiving to the One whose love will never rest
satisfied until the whole church is with him in glory.

¥. G. B.

v
09—

Nature makes us impatient with circumstances because we do
not sufficiently realise God, and draws us into situations where
it is impossible to glorify Him.

* ¥ %

Now the heavens are open to faith as we pass through the
world to Him whom we sec in glory.
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King Jehoiachin.
2 Kings xxv. 27-30; 2 Chronicles xxxvi, 9-10.

ING Jehoiachin was one of those kings of whom it

was said that he did evil in the sight of the Lord
as his father had done before him. It was just at the
close of Israel’s sad history, and Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, sent and brought him to Babylon, with the
goodly vessels of the house of the Lord.

After a captivity of thirty-seven years Evil-merodach,
who was then king of Babylon, lifted up his head out
of prison, and spake kindly to him, and set his throne
above the throne of the kings that were with him in
Babylon, and changed his prison garments, and he did
eat bread before him continually all the days of his
life ; his allowance was a continual allowance given him
of the king.

Is not this, my dear reader, one of the very precious
pictures that God has seen fit to give us from time to
time in the Old Testament; one which brings before
us the infinite grace and sovereign love of God towards
sinners ?  Surely it is.

King Jehoiachin was son of a captive king; as we,
too, have been captives in the power of Satan, some
for a greater and some for a shorter time, until released
from that terrible bondage through the grace and love
of God. But now we can rejoice that we are delivered
from the power of darkness anl! translated into the
kingdom of the Son of God’s love. We have been set
free through the wonderful provision made for our
need in the Person of God’s own beloved Son, who died
in our room and stead upon the Cross, and there met
every claim of a righteous and holy God against sin.

How the heart of Jeholachin must have leaped with
joy as he heard the kindly words of Evil-merodach after
his long imprisonment, finding that he was no longer
under the stigma of being regarded as a criminal or in
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danger of death at the hands of his captors! And we
see all through the actings of the great king, that he
had not only the power but the will to carry out his
purpose of grace.

And not only this, but Jehoiachin’'s throne was set
above the thrones of the kings who were in Babylon,
his garments were changed from prison garments to
kingly robes; no doubt befitting the presence of the
great king who gave him his place at his own table
continually.

Surely this reminds us of what the God of all grace
has done. In sovereign mercy He has given us a place
i1 Christ, accepted in the Beloved. He has clothed us
with the robe of righteousness—made us to be ‘‘the
righteousness of God in Him.”’

Do you think Evil-merodach had to coax Jehoiachin
to come out of his prison dungeon into all the felicity
ot the king’s house and to eat bread before him
continually?  No indeed! There is no doubt that
there was never a moment in the life of Jehoiachin when
he was more rejoiced. So it i1s with the sinner who
takes the first draft of the water of life. =~ What a
moment of joy it must have been for the poor prodigal
when he felt the father’s kiss and the father’s
embrace ; knowing, too, that the power of the citizen
of the far country was broken for ever. ‘

What a slight it would have been on the king’s
generosity if Jehoiachin had rejected the bread that the
king offered him and did not care to sit at his table!
But is not this what many dear voung Christians are
doing who have made profession that they are children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus, yet, notwithstanding
His Dblessed invitation, ‘‘Do this in remembrance of
Me’’, continue to fail to carry out His last request to
remember Him? Moreover it was, as we might say,
under the very shadow of the Cross that our blessed
Saviour instituted that memorial so well calculated to
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speak to our forgetful hearts and draw them out after
Himself.

In the case of Jehoiachin, it was not only that the
king had lifted up his head out of prison, spoken kindly
to him, given him a change of garments and a con-
tinual place at his table, but there was also an
allowance given him of the king, ‘‘a daily rate for
every day, all the days of his life.”” Wondrous grace!!

But, wonderful as this grace was, it is nothing
compared with the grace of God and His sovereign
love towards us who were once poor sinners of the
Gentiles afar from Him. Now clothed with the best
robe and seated at the father's tabie, with the ring of
everlasting love and the shoes on our feet, it is ours to
rejoice in what His grace has done.

Thus we can thank God that the whole path is
provided for by the same grace that saved us. Soon
we shall hear that quickening ‘‘shout’ which shall
translate us into His presence for ever. May the
blessed Spirit of God so tune our hearts that we may
be able to say, ‘‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Come
and take Thy blood-bought people home—come and
take Thy rightful throne; then the day of everlasting
jov will dawn upon this sin-cursed earth. .

| R. w. K. (Précis)

Fragment.—When the people are far from God, they
attach themselves to ordinances; it is the mark that all
1s going to ruin.  “*Trust ye not in lying words, saying,
The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord, are these.”” From the moment that
God is of little importance to the conscience, ordinances
become objects of superstition and take the place of
God. J.N.D,
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The Hour.

“ Father, the hour is come.”’—John xvit. 1.

NE hour there is on history’s page
Pre-eminent o’er all the rest;
"I'will shine and shine from age to age,
While earth, while heaven itself, shall last,

O’crcome by time's oblivious power,
While earthly glories all decay,

The memory of that blessed hour
Shall never, never pass away,

A watchfire on a lonely hill,
Conspicuous o'er the waste of years,
That friendly beacon, blazing still,
The weary way-worn pilgrim cheers,

Thou'lt say—What deed of glory gave
Such lustre to that single hour?

(o, ask the earth, the sun, the grave—
These all confessed its thrilling power.

Day, wrapped at noon in deepest night,

The trembling earth, it shook with dread,
The sun at noonday lost its light,

The opening grave gave up its dead.

Child of the world!—’tis not for thee
To feel its blest consoling power:
Dead---dead to God, thine eye can see
No glory in that wondrous hour.

(hristian—"tis thine alone to know
And prize it more than all beside;
So bright with love, so dark with woe,
That gracious hour when Jesus died.
—S1rR E. Denwy,

————

As to the distinction between ‘‘conscience’” and ‘‘heart’—the
affections are in the heart, and conscience is my responsibility
for right and wrong.
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“ Remember.”

N the book of Deuteronomy we have the words which
IMoses spoke to all Israel, by the command of the
Lord, just at the close of their forty years wandering in
the wilderness. Some seven or eight times over he
impresses on them the need of ever remembering the
lessons God would teach them by His -dealings with
them in the past.

They were to remember: (1) That they had been
bondmen in Egypt—this is repeated four times, (2) the
day they came forth out of Egypt, (3) what the Lord
did in Egypt, (3) all the way the Lord had led them,
(5) how they provoked the Lord to wrath in the
wilderness.

How well God knows what is in the heart of man and
how prone we are to a spirit of pride and self-
complacency which would take credit to ourselves for
the very blessings which He has given us. ‘Oh we do
need to keep constantly before us the fact that we owe.
everything to grace—God’s infinite grace. There is a
serious danger lest, even thé knowledge and truth God
gives us, should be used to make something of our-
selves, or should lead us to think (even if we do not
say) that we know more than others, or have something
others have not got.

[a that remarkable outpouring of soul given us in the
song of Moses, Deut. xxxii., he magnifies Jehovah’s
wonderful grace and goodness towards His people, as
the source from whence all their blessings flow. It is
almost a prophetic review of Israel’s history; and he
speaks of a time when ‘‘Jehovah alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with him” (ver. 12).
But, alas! soon he has to change, and in verse 15 he
brings in that little word ‘‘but’’—the dark side of the
picture—*‘But Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked,’’ etc

Moses foresaw that the very mercies of God wou'e * -
used for self-gratulation; with the result that they
would forsake God and lightly esteem the Rock of their
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salvation. Do we, too, not need to be kept constantly
sensible of grace, and that we have nothing in ourselves
to boast of? Truly we are never safe—not even for
one moment—unless kept in the consciousness of our
own nothingness and in daily dependence on God for
strength. As the Lord said to Paul, ‘‘My strength is
made perfect in weakness,”” and Paul adds, *“When 1
am weak, then am I strong.*’

The Red Heifer.

Its Application as a Type. Numbers xix.

N these days, when young christians are often much
Ioeeupied in Sunday School and other work for the
Lord, there is a danger that they may overlook the
study of those deeper truths which are necessary to
the attainment of full liberty, or freedom from self and
its dominion.  Without the knowledge of our being
dead with Christ, if self has been mamfcsted\_m some
serious fault, therc arises a question as to the reality
of our conversion, and Satan gains an advantage and
greatly troubles us. Many dear christians take refuge
in the blood and ask the Lord to wash them again in
His precious blood, as if they had never been converted.
I have often heard carnest ministers thus pray for
themselves and their church members.

Now God’s remedy for His people, when they have
contracted defilement in the wilderness, is not the blood
of the sin-offering, as in the case of the sinner, but the
ashes of an heifer to which running water had been put
in a vessel, sprinkled on the unclean. That is to say,
not a fresh offering of the blood, but a remembrance -
of that blood which was shed once for all, and the’
application of the truths implied in that death to the
heart and the conscience.

In the death of the blessed Redeemer on the cross
all that was high and excelilent in the natural man, the
~first Adam (the lofty cedar), as well as all that was
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lowly and contemptible (the hyssop) was condemned
and reduced to ashes. The glory of man and all his
boasting were burnt up like the scarlet wool. Sin in
the flesh was condemned, but also my piety, my right-
eousness and my good-wﬂl to serve God in my own
strength.  Nothing is left of all that I could be proud
of, nothing is left of the old creation in the first Adam,
and nothing now left for me but the grace of God i
Christ Jesus, in a New Creation where all is new and all
of God. Owur old proud self rebels against this, and we
are inclined to say as Peter said: ‘‘Although all shall
be offended, yet will not I’’ (Mark xiv. 29). If we do
not bow to the truth that it is God alone who can ‘‘keep
us from falling and present us faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy’’ (Jude 24),
we may have to learn it by sad experience.

Let us cast a glance at the third and seventh days
mentioned in Numbers xix. It is to be feared that we
often think too lightly of what is needed in the restora-
tion of a soul that has failed in faithfulness, and
touched the unclean thing. Through the cross of
Christ the world is crucified to me and I to the world.
It is in a state of death-and corruption. ‘‘For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eves, and the pride of Iife, is not of the Father, but is

of the world”’ (1 Jno. ii. 16).
- If I have defiled myself with these things, the first
day is the day on which I feel that the eye of the Lord
is upon me as to this matter, and my heart and my
conscience smite me, as was the case with Peter when
the Lord looked upon him in the high priest’s palace.
‘There is no application of the living water and the ashes
on this day, but the bitterness of repentance is left to
work in the heart. There is a great danger of these
first days being overlooked, and a hasty confession is
often supposed to put everything right. But the Lord
does not act so. He wishes us to feel something of
that godly sorrow that ‘‘worketh repentance to salva-
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tion not to be repented of” (2 Cor. vii. 10) and that
produces the fruits found in the following verse, which
only those who have felt deeply can produce.

It was on the third day that the ever gracious Lord
sent a message and also appeared to Simon; the con-
sequence was that Simon was able to take his place
among the disciples in the evening as one forgiven,
and occupying his usual position. It must have been,
on that third day, a time of deep exercise for him, and
of honest confession of his fault and sin, however
loving and gracious the Lord was in administering His
forgiveness. Thus on the third day the water and the
ashes were applied to his heart and conscience and he
was forgiven,

Yet the solemn and searching antitype of the seventh
day was to come by the sea of Tiberias, when the
wound was again attended to, and when the source of
the failure was brought to light, that is, the over-
weemng self-confidence of the Lord’s devoted and
energetic servant. This time he had to learn that all
his own strength was but weakness, and should be
considered as reduced to ashes, even as it had been
before God on the cross. When he was young he
girded himself, another should gird him in the future.
Thus, on the>ground of forgiveness on the third day;
and now on the ground that his self-confidence (the
cause of his failure) had been judged, communion with
the blessed Master is fully restored and the care of the
flock is committed to the restored one.

It is very remarkable too that in verse 7 and in verse
.20 of the same chapter (Jno. xxi.) in which Peter is
weaned from the thought of his love to Christ, another
disciple is mentioned whose only thought is of Christ’s
love to him, and who was thus enabled to pass in and
out of the high priest’s palace unscathed. Both were
in the same circumstances of danger, but the one who
only thought of Christ’s love to him was preserved,
while the one who thought his love for Christ was so
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strong, succumbed to the temptation of the subtle foe.
What a mercy that the Lord had said: “*Sift you as
wheat,”” or Peter might have thought he was only chaff.
What a comfort that Amos ix. g, assures us that in the
sifting : ‘‘Yet shall not the least grain fall upon the
earth.”’

* Drifting, Drifting!
Hebrews ii. 1, 2.

13 OR this reason we should give heed more

abundantly to the things we have heard lest in
any way we should slip away’’ (New Trans.) or as it is
stated in another translation ‘‘We must therefore pay
closer attention to what we have heard, in case we
drift away.”’ |

A visitor to Niagara in the depth of winter who was
passing along the side of the current towards the Falls,
observed in the middle of the river a wooden crate,
containing the body of a sheep which had slipped away
into the river in the process of unloading from the rail-
way truck, and, of course, was drowned. @A huge
eagle bore down upon this object and, in order to
steady itself in the turbulent waters, sunk its talons into
the fleece and flesh of its prey. After gorging itself it
lifted up its head screaming with delight and defiance !
This it repeated several times, when, suddenly, it dis-
covered its danger, it was drifting close to the Falls!
Spreading its beautiful wings, that had never before
failed it in an extremity, it found it could not rise : for
the severe frost had bound its feet to its prey inextric-
ably, and thus was swept over those mighty Falls to
its destruction.

The godless world, in its ignorance, is likewise slowly
and surely drifting. Those of them who are called to
pass away go, clinging to this world. Their treasure
is on earth and when they leave it they leap off into an
unknown futnre ; while the believer, on the other hand,
in his course, advances with his face forward; for his
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heart and his treasure are already in the place where he
is going.

But believers often drift when they lend an ear to
those who teach false doctrine, and are in that way
seduced into a condition to imbibe the evils prevalent in
the present day. Instead of turning away from such
teachers and judging both them and their false teaching,
they become fascinated with what they hear and drift
further ! O, let us not be deceived in this day of high
knowledge and low walk. We are living in perilous,
difficult times, when false doctrine is so much more
prominent than formerly—more widespread and more
subtle than ever before. Modernism is the most
dangerous infidelity which has invaded Christendom
and it is not confined to any single country. It is
world-wide. | |

The believer needs more than ever to be on his guard,
keeping the eye by faith fixed upon that blessed and
glorious One at the right hand of ‘God; for once we
get out of communion with God and with His Son the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Spirit is grieved and we begin to
drift and unless, and until, we judge ourselves and our
state, we continue to drift farther and farther and our
conscience becomes deadened to everything that is
divine. The secret of a true christian life and service
is communion with the Lord. One of the causes of
declension of soul is the neglect of private prayer, of
the study of the scriptures, and not esteeming the
company of God’s people.  Decline in spiritual life
begins with the neglect of secret prayer. The prevail-
ing deplorable spiritual condition with its lack of power
- and reality in divine things, and the increasing worldli-
ness of those who profess to know the Lord are but
the fruits of a prayerless life.

No true child of God who daily seeks His face can
drift into such a condition. As a dear brother once
said, ““The very atmosphere seems to be charged
with antagonism to the Lord Jesus Christ and to
revealed truth!”’  Indifference and coldness of heart
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among God’s people becomes more apparent; it is the
spirit of Laodicea. Real communion with the Lord
will keep us in these days of declension. It will keep
us always fresh in His love.

It might be, dear reader, you too have lost the reality
in secret prayer you once possessed. But you know
how to get back, do you not? It is not only necessary
to judge our actions but the state of soul that produced -
them.

In closing, let us remember the words in Jude 20
and 21, “‘But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” This attitude

will keep us from drifting away.
P. (Montreal).

The Lord’s Coming and Appearing.

VERY intelligent reader of the Word of God knows

that an important event separates the present period,
troubled as it is, from the future tribulation which will
come upon ‘‘the whole habitable world”’ (Rev. iii. 10},
He knows also that a second important series of events,
a last manifestation of the Lord’s judgments before the
millennium, will inaugurate the reign of Christ.

The first of these is the Coming (parousia) of the
Lord, in grace, to take His own to Himself. When
Christ comes for His saints, He will raise all the
believers who have fallen asleep since the beginning of
man’s history, and He will change all those who are
alive upon the earth at the same moment, so as to
introduce them into the Father's house above. This
meeting with the Lord will take place “in the clouds

. in the air’’ (1 Thess. iv. 15-18). As was
the case of old with the children of Israel, ‘‘not a hoof
shall be left behind,”” so He will not leave the least
vestige of His beloved ones in a world on which His
judgments are about to descend.
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What a joy it is to His own to see that the hope of
Christ’s coming is being revived in the hearts of
believers! It is like a powerful wind before which the
barriers by which Satan has contrived to separate the
sheep, the members of Christ, must fall. It may be
that many of these have not yet had their eyes opened
to recognise the evils of these barriers and to humble
themselves becayse of them, but the moment will come
when they will see that the sects to which men give the
name of churches, have been but the means of neutral-
ising the collective testimony of christians.

What do we see as we look at the religious beliefs
into which Christendom is divided to-day?  The
mixing up of the children of God with the world; a
confused state of things in which a part is composed
of profession without life, and a part is made up of
those who possess life and the Holy Spirit. Is it not
also the grouping of Christians around principles, true
or false, which have usurped the place of the blessed
Person of the Lord—and even indifference to that which
denies or dishonours His name ?

What joy to see the shackles in which the children of
God are held in captivity drop off at the Lord’s
Coming! To see the doors open, as those of the prison
at Philippi did of old, and the bands of all to disappear
in a moment! In the midst of the increasing corrup-
tions of the age, the Spirit of God, like a wind which
blows where it lists and of which we hear the sound,
is preparing the saints for this event which is soon to
take place—the Coming of the Lord. The assembling
shout, the voice of the archangel and the trump of
God are soon to re-echo as the Lord descends into the
air for His own.

" In view of that moment, the Holy Spirit is active in
uniting the children of God by means of a common
hope. “‘It is that which is necessary to the glory of
the Son of God,’” said a brother, ‘‘that He should find,
when He comes, not merely dispersed and isolated
Christians, but a people who are waiting for Him.”
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This is why also we see, just at the close of the Word
of God, not only that ‘‘He who hears says, Come,”’
but, in the first place, the collective witness, ‘‘The
Spirit and the bride say, Come.”’

Dear reader, to-day the signal is being given afresh
~—He is coming : it is Jesus Himself! Have Christians
heard it? It is now about go years or so since the mid-
night cry, ‘‘Behold the bridegroom! go ye out to meet
Him,”” was sent forth the first time, after ages of
ignorance on the subject of the true christian hope.
Listen to this last call! Put aside your own petty pre-
occupations, take down your worm-eaten barriers!
Remember that the last book of the Bible closes with
the words, ‘“‘Surely I come quickly’’; does your heart
respond, ‘“‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus’? .

O Lord, grant to Thy beloved ones to keep the ‘‘word
of Thy patience’’ to the end. Dost Thou not wait
patiently to have us with Thyself? Thy desires go out
to Thy bride and to the moment when, having consum-
mated the union of Thy Church with Thyself for ever,
Thou shalt present her to Thyself, glorious, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing. But, as all who are
Thine have not hitherto kept and lived in the power of
this hope, may their ears and their hearts be now
opened to these words which Thou dost address to
them, perhaps for the last time, ‘‘Surely, I come
quickly’’!  Grant also to Thy redeemed ones the
strength and courage to hold fast what they have—Thy
Word and Thy Name, until Thou dost come, and to
walk in holiness in view of Thine appearing, so that
they may not lose their reward in the day when Thou
shalt be revealed. H.R.

e
oY

The coming of Christ tfrom heaven is the pole-star for
the Christian. If a Christian is not looking for this
coming, you may be sure that his testimony is not
according to the mind of God. . GVLWL
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Moses’ Intercession.
Exodus xxxii. Numbers xiv.

OD Himself has said of Moses, ‘‘My servant Moses

is faithful in all Mine house.’”’ And certainly we
cannot read the history without seeing that his patience
and faithfulness was often severely put to the test. At
the very moment when ‘God was giving him the law
and the instructions as to the tabernacle, on the mount,
the people, who were bent on evil, had set up an
idolatrous golden calf as an object of worship, saying,
““These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt.”” How soon they forgot God
and changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that
eateth grass!

But, need we wonder, when we look around and see
that Christendom has done, in principle, much the same,
viz, set up an idolatrous worship in place of the
worship of the true God? Has not Rome got her
wafer-god, and do not many who are still professedly
outside her communion worship the same idol? But
we need not go so far to find the same tendency, for
the natural desire of fallen man is to crave for some-
thing for sight and sense; something we can see with
our eyes and which appeals to our senses. This is
what we are all disposed to turn to.

But the very sin of the people, terrible as it was, only
gave occasion for the bringing out of Geod’s true
character—His inflexible holiness, and yet His grace—
all the more clearly. It also gave occasion for Moses’
faith to shine out all the more brightly.

- On the one hand Moses is jealous for the glory of

God, and when he came down from the mount and saw
their sin, he called upon all who are on the Lord’s side
to gird on every man his sword and execute His ven-
geance on the rebels. On the other hand, when above
with God on the mount, with what touching entreaty
and argument he pleads with God for the people!

‘‘Oh, this people have sinned a great sin and have
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made them gods of gold,” said Moses. He does not
try to minimise or excuse their sin, but confesses it
fully. “‘‘Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin. . .

and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book which
Thou hast written.’’ Could unselﬁsh love to .the people
as the people of God, unbelieving as they were, go
farther? ‘

Observe how God says to Moses, ‘‘Thy people, which
Thou broughtest up out of the land of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves’’; but Moses prays and says,
‘“Why doth Thy wrath wax hot against Thy people,
which Thou hast brought forth out of the land of
Egypt? . . . Turn from Thy fierce wrath, and
repent of this evil against Thy people.’”’ It was as
much as to say, ‘“However great their sin may be,
they are Thy people.”” And verse 14 adds, ‘““And the
Lord repented of the evil which He thought to do unto
His people.”

Surely we have in Moses’ attitude here an example
for every servant of God to-day! It is easy to find
fault and become discouraged by the constant lack of
faithfulness to Christ as well as the failures and wrong-
doings of God’s people ; but do we remember what they
are to Him, what the Church is to Christ? And do we
intercede for them in something of the same spirit as
Moses did of old? Not, indeed, in a patronising kind
of way as though we were better than others, but in
the spirit of Daniel and other godly men, who identified
themselves with the people and said, ‘‘TWe have
sinned,’’ ‘“‘we have transgressed”’? To do this we
must be in communion with God about His interests
and His people.

And further, let us note the offer which God made to
Moses here. ‘‘Let Me alone, that My wrath may wax
hot against them, and that I may consume them; and
I will make of thee a great nation,’’ this was His word
to Moses.

Observe that that offer was made on another occa-
sion also, after the rebellion of the people when the
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spies returned from searching the land. Never was
such an offer made under similar circumstances, but it
omy gave occasion for bringing out still further that
unselfish love to God’s people and that single eye for
His glory which marked the one whom He called
**Moses My servant.”’

So we read in Numbers xiv. 12, God’s word to Moses,
“I will smite them with pestilence, and disinherit them,
and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier
than they.”” In reply to this Moses pleads every
motive connected with the very glory of God as a reason
why He should spare the people. What would the
Egyptians and the nations say? Again, God was a
God of patience and longsuffering who forgave iniquity,
albeit a God who would by no means clear the guilty.

And God answers that He has pardoned, but adds
that all the earth should be filled with His glory, and
none of those unbelieving men, who had tempted Him
now these ten times, should see the land of promise.
If God’s pardoning mercies are great—and truly they
are—His governmental dealings with His people are
also a very solemn reality.

But let us not {forget or overlook the lessons we have
had before us from the example of Moses, whose
unselfish love for the people and devotedness to God’s
glory was so marked a feature of His character. How
many sad and disastrous breaches amongst the Lord’s
people might have been saved had we acted in the same
‘spirit as He did. As members of Christ’s body, united-
to the glorified Head and to one another, there is all the
more reason why we should bear with and plead for each
other in the same spirit of grace in which God Himself
has acted towards us. ) F.G.B.

The magnet always turns towards the pole ; the needle
always trembles a little when the storm and tempest
roar, but its direction changes not. The needle of the
christian heart always points to Christ.
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How to Behave Thyself in the Assembly

of God.

HEY are not human motives that form and fashion
T and produce the morality of a Christian, any more
than it is human power that accomplishes his salvation.
It is *‘the grace of God” that ‘‘teaches’’ him as well as
““saves’’ him. |

This is very remarkably shown in a passage in
Timothy : ‘‘And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into
glory’’ (1 Tim. 1ii. 16), the force of which is very fre-
quently overlooked. The apostle would teach Timothy
how he ought to behave himself ‘‘in the house of God’’;
and he then presents the formative power of all true
godliness in the words, ‘“Without controversy great is

the mystery of godliness :
God was manifest in the flesh,
God was justified in the Spirit,
God was seen of angels,
God was preached unto the Gentiles,
God was believed on in the world,
God was received up into glory.”

This is often quoted and interpreted as if it spoke of
the mystery of the Godhead, or the mystery of Christ’s
person. But it is the mystery of godliness, or the
secret by which all real godliness is produced—-the
divine spring of all that can be called piety in man.
““God manifest in the flesh,”” is the example and the
power of godliness, its measure and its spring. God-
liness is not now produced, as under the law, by divine
enactments ; nor is it the result of the spirit of bondage
in those (however godly) who only know God as
worshipped behind a veil. Godliness now springs from
the knowledge of the incarnation, death, resurrection
and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. It takes its
spring and character from the knowledge of His person
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as ‘‘God manifest in the flesh’’ ; the perfectness of His
obedience, as ‘‘justified in the Spirit’’; the object of
angelic contemplation, and the subject of testimony
and faith in the world; and His present position as
““received up into glory.”’

This is how God is known; and from abiding in this

flows godliness.
J.N.D.

The Hope of His Calling.
Ephestans i, 18-23.

HE Apostle Paul prayed, ‘‘That ye may know

what is the hope of His calling’’: What is that
calling? It is to be before God unblameable in love,
beloved children of God. We are about to possess the
blessing of such a presence fully, to participate in all
the privileges of the family of God. How far do we
participate in and possess them by faith now? How do
we conduct ourselves whilst waiting for their full
realisation ?

‘“And what the riches of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints.”” We find here three words which have
often awakened earnest desires in our hearts. What
will not men do in order to possess riches which perish,
to obtain the glory which comes from men, to possess
themselves of inheritances in a passing world where
everything is defiled by sin? Let us be wiser than the
children of this age—we who have in prospect the
riches of the glory of God’s inheritance.

The glory of God will soon fill the whole universe;
He will subject all things to Christ, both things in
heaven and things on earth, and we shall inherit all
with Him. Thus God will inherit all things in His
people, although His people possess them, being
associated with the Son of His love and in the same
glory as He. Then “The Father of Glory’ will be
fully satisfied. .

But to-day this inheritance is still in bad hands; the
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enemy has usurped it, that is why it is necessary that
there should be a power which can give us possession
of it, called here ‘‘the exceeding greatness of His power
towards us.”” It is this power which has taken Christ
from amongst the dead, where our sins had put Him,
““and set Him at His own right haad in the heavenly
places, far above all principality . . . and hath put all
things under His feet.”’ -

If, on the one hand, we have to know the greatness
of our privileges, how much more, on the other hand,
have we also to know this power which is active on
our behalf. Is there a single power which can be a
hindrance to our blessing ; which can oppose itself to
the counsels of God in our favour, since God’s power
has triumphed in death over all hindrances and has
associated us henceforth with Christ Himself as
members of His body?

The God of our Lord Jesus Christ has wonderful
counsels for His own glory and our greatest blessing.
Let us, then, ask Him to enable us to know them better,
SO thdt we may be able to enjoy them even here bLlOW,
whilst waiting for the moment when we shall be like
Him and when we shall enter into the full possession of
these things.

A.G.

The “‘unity of the Spirit’’ (Eph. iv. 3) is the realisa-
tion, in walk down here, by the power of the Spirit and
in spiritual life, of the unity we have in Christ.

*Is Christ divided?’’ asks the indignant apostle. Is
He not the Head of that one body, the church, to which
they all belonged? It is a whole Christ to ‘whom all
His own belong. To think of dividing Him would be
as nrelevant as absurd. They might divide, not He:
what an mconsmtency if they valued Him ! B, T,
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JJIAm....”

L.M. Tune: “Holley.”

“] am the Way'—Let sinners hear!
The way to that blest land abaove,
From paths of sin and guilty fear
To realms of life and light and love.

“I am the Truth.” ’Tis Jesus speaks!
“The Truth”; as God Himself is true:
True freedom for the soul that seeks
The paths of wisdom to pursue.

“I am the Life””-—-What words of cheer!
From the eternal Source of love:
They banish dread, they dry each tear,
And bring us solace from above.

“1 am the Door”—My sheep 1 call;
By entering in they shelter find—
Held by My hand, they ne’er shall fall
Though all the powers of hell combine,

Blest Rock of Ages!—Thou shalt stand,
If heaven and earth should pass away:
Safe in the hollow of Thy hand—

Thy mighty arm our strength our stay.

(From the Dutch.)

e el QA et

Remember this, that the place you are in is that of an
epistle of Christ. We are set for this, that the life of
Christ should be manifested in us. Christ has
settled every question with God: He appears in the
presence of God for us, and we are in the presence of
the world for Him. “In that day ye shall know that
J am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you.”” If
I know that He is in me, I am to manifest the life of
Christ in everything. If He has loved me with unutter-
able love which passes knowledge, I feel bound in
heart to Him; my business is to glorify Him in evety-
thing I do, J.N,D,
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Evangelization.

MONGST the many privileges that the Christian

has, one of the chief is that of seeking the bless-
ing of perishing souls around. Our service to Christ
in this way is indeed feeble and limited, but let us not
flag or lose heart in that great interest which is so very
dear to our Saviour-God——the salvation of souls.

The Christian who is going on with God wmust be
interested in the gospel of the grace of God in some
way. It cannot be otherwise, for God is a God of love,
a love which goes out to all and which will have all men
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
If we are in communion with Him, the heart must go
out, as His heart does, towards the poor sinner.

Of course it is true that everyone is not called or
gifted to speak from a platform, but all can find some-
thing to do and all can pray for blessing on the work of
the gospel. And God is able to open a door of service
for us if we earnestly ask Him to do so.

In these days when the progress of Modernism and
sceptical ideas has so undermined people’s belief in the
Bible and the truths of Christianity, there is, as a
consequence, much indifference, but this only calls for
more earnest prayer and persevering effort to reach
the unsaved. In distributing gospel magazines and
speaking to many people in villages and towns, one
has been struck by the fact that, though the mass are
indifferent or careless, yet some have desires after that
peace and rest of soul which Christ alone can give.
And one generally meets some, even in dark localities,
to whom Christ is precious.

Let us not allow our hands to hang down or our
knees to become feeble. The need is great, the
opportunities are many if we are in earnest in seeking
for them, time is short and the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh. A real, deep interest in the bl.essmg gf
others has also a good effect on the believer, In
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delivering us from our own petty preoccupations and
grlevances, and drawing out the heart to take an
interest in the great and wide interests of Christ in this
perishing world. Let us pray that labourers may be
raised up to work in the gospel field, and let us be
ready to say with the Apostle Paul ‘‘Notwithstanding,
every way . . . . Christ is preached; and I therein do
rejoice, yea, 'md will rejoice.’

Christ Himself.

T is happy and establishing to the soul to bear in
Ilively faith and recollection that it is the very same
Jesus who was here on earth that is now in heaven,
and whom we are to know ‘‘through His own
eternity.””  When we keep this in memory, every
passage of His life here will be introduced afresh to us,
and we shall feel and own that we have in the evangel-
ists a more wonderful page to meditate, yea, and in
some sense a much happier one too, than we once
counted upon.

In the days of His sojourn among us everything was
a reality to Him; all was living and personal. He did
more than touch the surface. When He healed a
wound, or removed a sorrow, He in a way felt it.
“Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick-
nesses’ .

He knew the unuttered language of that needy soul
that touched Him in the crowd, and felt that touch in
all its meaning He was filled With delight at the faith
of that Gentile who pierced the thick cloud of His
humiliation, and reached the divine glory which shone
in His person beneath it; and He alike feasted on the
bold—but not too bold—faith of that sinner of the
city who pierced the dark cloud of her own sin and
shame, and reached the divine grace which could heal
it all (Luke vii.). He understood the hasty step of
Zacchaus as he climbed the sycamore tree, and the
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thoughtfulness of Nathanael as he sat under the fig-
tree. He heard the strife of the disciples by the way
as they went up to Jerusalem; heard it in the tumult
of the lusts within, ere it broke out in wars and fight-
ings. And He knew the love as well as the self-con-
fidence which drew Peter from the ship to the water.

Surely, then, it is for us, as we read the wondrous:
story in the recollection of this, to feel after Himself,.
as we mark the hand that did the deed, or track the
foot that was treading the path. Every act and word
would be felt with something of a new impression ; and
if so, what more blessed advance could we be making ?
Would it not be edifying in a high sense indeed, if we
could be thus acquainting ourselves more really with a
living, personal Jesus? At this time of ours, beloved,
there may be a tendency to forget His person or Him-
self, in the common testimony that is now borne so
extensively to His work.

The region of doctrine may be surveyed as with a
measuring line and a level, instead of being eyed with
an admiring, worshipping heart, as the place of the
glories of the Son of God. And yet it is this He prizes
in us. He has made us personally His objects; and
He looks for it that we make Him ours. . . .

The Spirit delights to tell of the work of Christ, and
to bear it in its preciousness and sufficiency to the heart
and conscience. Nothing could stand us for a moment,
had not the work been just what it was, and so
counselled and ordered of God. But still the work of
the Lord Jesus Christ may be the great subject, where
He Himself is but a faint object ; and the soul will thus

“be a great loser.
J.G.B.
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A Man of God.

TO be a man of God according to the Scripture
meaning of that phrase, one must be a constant,
£arnest and prayerful student of the Word of God. By
reference to 2 Timothy iii. it will be seen that the
Apostle Paul exhorts his son Timothy to continue in
the things he had learned being mindful of those who
had instructed him (vv. 14, 15). As another has said,
*“The Scriptures are divinely inspired.  They teach,
they judge the heart, they correct, they discipline
according to righteousness, in order that the man of
God may be perfect—or complete.”” The word ‘‘per-
“fect’’ in chap. iii. 17 means adjusted or fitted.

We find that Paul addresses Timothy as a man of
God (1 Tim vi. 11), “But thou, O man of God, flee
these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness.””  This is the true
character of a man of God. Endurance is one of the
traits of a man of God, one who can face and go
through difficulties without flinching.

In these trying and difficult days men of this stamp
are greatly needed to meet, by the Word, the assauit
of the enemy upon the truth of God. When one who
ministers the Word of God is fitted or adjusted, he will
endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ
(2 Timothy ii. 3). He will be prepared to meet, with
the Word those antichristian movements now so
prevalent, such as ‘“‘Millennial Dawnism’’ (camouflaged
now under the name of ‘‘International Bible Students’
Association’’), ‘‘Seventh Day Adventism,” “‘Christian
Science,’’ Universalism, Modern Theology, and a host
of other evils.

The man of God never temporises where, or when,
truth is in question. To temporise when a matter of
right or wrong or a vital issue is before us, is to be
lost. The right must be unhesitatingly upheld. May
we think of these things in the presence of God. May
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He fill us anew and clothe us with power so that we
can stand and withstand in the evil day. '

It is related of Sir Robert Peel, one time Prime
Minister of England, that he was invited by a number
of his admiring political friends to a banquet. This
was held in the mansion of a peer of the realm, who
was the chairman on the occasion. When the banquet
was over and the ladies had withdrawn, story-telling
commenced, which is often usual on such occasions.
One man told a story of a somewhat indelicate nature.
After a pause Sir Robert arose and looking towards
the chairman said, ‘“Would your Lordship kindly order
my carriage?’”’ ‘“Why,” replied the chairman, “‘we
all thought you were going to spend the whole evening
with wus, Sir Robert?”” ‘So I thought,”’ replied,
Sir Robert, ‘‘but, my Lord, I am a Christian.’’ There
was no countenancing what was evil in this case and
the scathing rebuke must have brought the flush of
shame to many present, and especially to the man who
was the cause of the rebuke.

The present is a deeply solemn moment. The wheels
of divine government are moving onward with a
rapidity truly soul-subduing. The apostasy is more
and more outspoken and more widespread. The
writer would put this question “How far are we
affected by it?”’ Can we not all realise the fact that
there is an Indifference and lukewarmness about us,
produced by the enemy of Christ. Do we not see
some, who, in former years, walked in separation from
the world and who loved the study of the Word, now
indifferent and cold? The Lord help us to realise our
privileges and responsibilities.

1.p. (Montreal!.
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The Lord’s Coming and Appearing—2.

N a previous article we touched on the Coming of

the Lord—that is, the first part, or act, in the series
of events which are soon to take place. Many of those
who write on the subject confound the Lord’s Coming
for His saints and His Appearing with them in glory.
‘Others place various prophetic events as necessary to
be fulfilled before the Lord’s Coming.

To-day the Lord is manifestly active in gathering
His own; may we be amongst those who are daily
waiting for Him and may the hope of His Coming
deliver us from every association which is out of keep-
ing with it. May we also be amongst those who love
His Appearing, and live, not only in the attitude of
waiting for that ‘‘blessed hope,’”’ but also in view of
the ‘‘Appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ.”’

Between the Lord’s Coming and His Appearing
there intervene nearly all the events of which the
prophetic Scriptures speak, wviz.: Satan being cast
down from heaven to the earth—the Church having
been already taken up to heaven—(Rev. xii., &c.), the
revival of the Roman Empire with its ten kings and its
imperial head at Rome (Rev. xiii.), the return of Jewish
people to Palestine in unbelief only soon after to fall
under the yoke of the Antichrist, the false prophet, the-
man of sin who will then be revealed, the great tribula-
tion extending over the whole habitable world, the
special tribulation which shall come upon the Remnant
of Israel, the rule and afterwards the fall of Babylon
the Great, etc.

But for us, Christians, the Coming of the Lord has
a supreme interest.and does not in any way belong to
prophetic events, although it is the crowning of the
era of grace. It surpasses all other events in import-
ance ; for it is then that we shall see Him, our beloved
Saviour, as the bright and morning star, in the
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splendour- of His heavenly beauty, and we shall be like
Him. Those who sleep in the night and are drunken
in the night will not see this star.  Enoch, after he
was taken up, was doubtless searched for, but he was
no more found than Elijah who was taken up to heaven
by a whirlwind, or the Church caught up to meet the
Lord in the clouds. When the Sun of Righteousness
arises in the day of His Appearing, what joy for the
saints to contemplate Him in His magnificence and to
be associated with Him as His companions in the glory,
as His beloved bride on His royal throne !

We have already seen that the second act of His
Coming is the Appearing or Revelation of the Lord
awith His saints. At the first act, or His Coming, He
will have translated the saints from the earth to meet
Him in the air, 80 as to introduce them into the Father’s
house. It is as Son of God that He will come to take
them to Himself. At His Appearing, called also the
coming of the Son of man (Matt. xxiv. 44), He will
bring back all the heavenly saints with Him and
establish His kingdom by the execution of judgment.

His Appearing is one of the subjects constantly spoken
of by the Old Testament prophets: His Coming is a
““mystery’’ which is only revealed in the New Testament
(1 Cor. xv. 51-55). But this mystery is so intimately
bound up with the Lord’s Appearing that this last event
is presented in 2 Thess. ii. 8 as ‘“‘the Appearing of His
Coming,’’ that is to say, as being the second act of it.
Nevertheless an interval, filled with an innumerable
succession of events, separates the two acts from each
other and embraces all the judgments of which prophecy
speaks which precede the establishment of the millennial
kingdom.

It is very important to remark that the term the day
of the Lord (Isa. xiii. 6, 9; Ezek. xxx. 3; Jer. xlvi. 10;
Joel i. 15; 1i. 1, 11, 31; Mal iii. 2; 1 Thess. v. 2;
2 Thess. ii. 2, etc.)—a day of judgment—has always to
do with His Revelation or His Appearing (Zeph. i. 14;
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if. 3) and never with His Coming. The Coming of the
Lord, which is the crowning of the day of grace, will
introduce us into the heavenly glory : His Appearing is
the bringing in of His millennial reign of righteousness
and peace, and will introduce the people of Israel and
the nations into earthly glory.  This reign, in which
the heavenly saints will be associated, can only be
established by the execution of retributive justice
entrusted to the Son of man.

All the redeemed will have part in His Coming, apart
from the question of their conduct, for grace alone will
then be in question ; nevertheless the hope of the Coming
of the Lord is ever the spring of a walk of true holiness
and love amongst faithful Christians (1 Thess. it. 19;
i. 12, 13; v. 23). After they have been introduced into
the glory, the saints who have been raised, or changed,
will appear together, in the day of Christ, before His
judgment seat, there to be manifested personally,
although the Lord, at His Coming, will have made them
like Himself in glory. But they will be there in order
to receive their crowns in reward for their faithfulness,
or, it may be, to lose them, if their life here below has not
answered to the practical righteousness and holiness
which the Lord looks for from His own.

We cannot insist too strongly on the fact that the
Lord’s Appearing, although it is entirely different from
His Coming, is related to it in an intimate manner and
cannot be dissociated from it. It is to be feared that
the present awakening, although so worthy of being
welcomed with much joy by those who have long had
the hope of the Lord’s Coming, may be weakened, if
these two sides of the truth are not firmly maintained
and distinguished.

Already many writings on the subject give ground
for much apprehension. We cannot be clear either
on the import or on the object of prophetic events which,
in a future day, will agitate the world, unless we see
that these events do not form part of our hope. The
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Christian hope is the Coming of the Lord in grace, joined
with His Appearing in glory, although they may be
separated the one from the other by the pre-millennial
judgments (1 Thess. i. 3, 10; Col. 1. 27, ili. 4; 1 John
il 2, 3).

The conclusion at which we have arrived from what
has just been before us is, that the question of the
responsibility of the saints is not raised at the Coming
of the Lord, and that it will not be settled until.
after their introduction into glory, at the judgment
seat of Christ. Then, at the Appearing or Revelation
of the Lord with His saints, will the fruits of holiness in
their walk, of their faithfulness in service, of their
energy in the struggle, of their perseverance in pursuit
of the end, of their sufferings for the name of Christ,
be fully manifested.

To sum up, then, what we have had before us: the
Lord’s Coming is the moment when He will gather in
all the fruits of His grace; His Appearing is the moment
when these fruits will be manifested in brilliancy and
glory, when He will associate His own with Himself in
the glory of His reign, and will publicly testify His full
approval of those whom the world had despised and
made to suffer because they bore the name of the
crucified One.

H.R.

The Choice of Faith,

HE choice of faith surely supposes the longings of

the soul ; and He who “‘satisfieth the longing soul,

and filleth the hungry soul with goodness’’ will certainly
answer the desires of the heart that wants His company.
There is a difference between service and communion,
which is strikingly seen at Bethany when the Lord Jesus
visited that village, and Martha welcomed Him to her
house. (Read Luke x. 38-42.) Feeling the honour of
entertaining such a guest, she was busy preparing the
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meal, but became engrossed and distracted in waiting
at table, and soon began to complain. Her sister Mary
made a happy choice when she seated herself at the feet
of Jesus, and listened to His word. She thus knew the
secret of that delight which everyone has found, who,
in anticipation of millennial joy, has learned to sit under
the shadow of the superior tree of the wood, and enjoy
the fruit thereof. ‘‘I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste’
(Solomon’s Song ii. 3). O what losers we are, and how
we hinder the joy of the heart of our gracious Lord, if
we fail to do this! How can we look forward with
longing desire to that happy time when He will bring
us ‘‘to the banqueting house’’—the house of wine?
What can be sweeter to the soul than the gracious words
of Him who spake as never man spake? But in this
excitable age of ‘‘rush,”’ when money has become such
an object of desire and attraction, it is to be feared that
the excellent practice inculcated in Deuteronomy vi. 7,
has lost (if it ever had) in many a household, the
paramount place which it ought to have everywhere.
““Thou shalt teach them [the words of the Lord] dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest
up.”’ Besides often quoting Scripture, it is evident
that for us, both morning and evening reading are
encouraged by this word of inspiration.  But rushing
to catch the train, or the street car, or the ‘‘bus,” makes
it impracticable in the early morn quietly to sit at the
feet of Jesus and listen to His word.  How often He
thus loses the company of His dear people, which He
so desires ! And their souls also lose the nourishment
which His words supply.  Even if the service be for
Christ, the neglect of private or family worship will
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, who delights to take of
the things of Christ, and to announce them to us. If
the happy choice of faith to sit at the feet of Jesus be
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superseded by service, would a whole day’s work out of
touch be worth to the soul one half-hour’s communion ?
Such fellowship is mutual: for let us remember that,
in these closing days of the church’s history on earth
as a witness for Christ, He is not appealing, in
Rev. iii. 20, to the masses in the different denominations
as such, nor to meetings outside organised religion, but
to individual hearts, to let Him in for mutual joy. There
is a story told of a young lady who wished to present to
her father a pair of slippers of her own making. While
occupied with such good service she had no time quietly
to sit down with him, and chat together. Thus service
superseded communion, though her desire was to do all
the work for her beloved parent. O beloved saints of
God, let us not allow service, however good in itself,
to engross our hearts and hands and to keep us from
the regular reading of the Word, and from the throne
of grace. In a certain household where family worship
was neglected, the only child was taken away. The
conscience-stricken father visited a minister of the
gospel; and bursting into tears, made the following
confession : ‘‘You remember my girl, sir? She was my
only child. She died this morning suddenly. 1 hope
she has gone to God. But if so, she can tell Him, what
now breaks my heart, that she never heard a prayer
from her father’s lips. O that she were with me but
for one day again!’”’ Can you picture a happier family
scene than where parents gather the household morning
and night to read and speak together over the Word of
God, sing a hymn of praise, and pour out their hearts
in prayer? Those who do so have found the one thing
needful, and chosen that good part, which they shall
not be deprived of. Such a choice will also show
expression by attending public reading and prayer
meetings, which are sadly neglected in these Laodicean
days of indifference.

In John xi. we find Mary again at the feet of Jesus
when death had snapped the human link of fellowship
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with her brother. As soon as she heard from her sister
Martha the welcome words, ‘‘The Master is come, and
calleth for thee,”” ‘‘she arose quickly, and came unto
Him.”” And He, ‘‘the Man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief,”” was there ready to comfort the bereaved
heart : for ‘“‘in all their affliction He was afflicted.”’
““When Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw Him,
she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, if
Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. When
Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also
weeping which came with her, He groaned in the spirit,
and was troubled.” Yea more: ‘‘Jesus wept.”” Blessed
Sympathiser! He knew and felt, and still knows and
feels, what sin and death have brought into the world.
Thank God, we know that now (for faith), Christ has,
through His own vicarious death, annulled the power
of death, and has also annulled him who had the power
of death, and had, by means of it, for many a long year,
kept men in bondage and fear {(Heb. ii. 14, 15), yet the
solemn fact remains, that, when a deat one dies, com-
munion for the present is interrupted. Thus a physical
and lonely separation is realised : for the bereaved can
neither see nor speak to the deceased; but where there
is true submission to the will of God, the broken-hearted
are drawn to the feet of Jesus, and there pour out their
sorrows. In His own way He ministers comforting
words of life, and enables us to look up and to look
forward; so that present sorrow is outweighed by
faith’s anticipation of meeting the dear ones again. At
His coming the grave will no longer have the victory
over their bodies ; and they will be able triumphantly to
say, ‘“‘O grave, where is thy victory?’’  Blessed
prospect !
I.R. (Canada).

i

Apostolic witness to Christ’s spotless humanity :—
He “knew no sin’’ (Paul); He ‘‘did no sin’’ (Peter);
“In Him is no sin’’ (John). |
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The Bride Brought to Isaac.

Genesis xxiv.

N verse 36 of this chapter we find that Abraham had

given all that he had to Isaac. One thing however,
was wanting—a bride, but a father’s love made him not
unmindful of this,

In the gospel of John we read, ‘“The Father loveth
the Son and hath given all things into His hand.”” But
the church is the crown, so to speak, of the divine
purposes. It was hid in God, as Ephesians tells us,
and it was given to the apostle Paul to complete the
Word of God by the revelation of this mystery. “‘The
church is the last in the revelation of God, but deepest
in the counsels of God,’’ one has said.

There is an analogy in the creation. One thing after
another was created, man last. He was placed in the
garden and given the lordship of everything. The
animals were brought to him and he named them. He
was set over all in his dominion, but there was yet
another thing to be revealed and that the best. It was
the woman that was given to him that completed his
happiness and opened his lips in words of exultation
which the Holy Spirit has used in respect of the Lord
to the church—words which tell us of our perfect and
indissoluble union with Himself (Eph. v. 23-32).

In Genesis xxiv. the trusted servant sent by Abraham
to seek, in a distant country, a bride for his son, is a
beautiful type of the Holy Ghost gathering out a bride
for Christ in this far-off country, and of her home-
bringing through the desert to the Father’s house. No
name is given to the servant and :t is noticeable he says
nothing of himself but speaks only out of a full heart,
of Abraham and Abraham’s son. His whole, soul is
engaged in fulfilling the desire of his master for his son.
How sweetly this self-suppression and absorbing
devotedness to the father and the son sets forth the
present mission of the Holy Spirit.
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Every believer in the Lord Jesus is part of the bride,
the church. It is not only a question of being saved—
saved from the consequences of one’s guilt, delivered
from the wrath to come—nor is it only being taken to
heaven, but we are brought into relationship. Joseph*
and Solomon are types of the Lord in government and
glory, but Isaac is a type of Him in His affections. We
have here one for the heart.

In verse 53 the servant brings forth jewels and raiment
and gives them to Rebekah. He seals her with precious
things from the father’s house. The Holy Spirit seals
with His presence every believer in the finished work
of the Lord Jesus Christ and consequent glorification.

Rebekah’s relations try to hinder her going directly,
but such was the devotedness of the servant, such his
earnestness of purpose that he could brook no delay.
‘““Hinder me not. . . . send me away that I may go to
my master’’ is his eager appeal. How this reminds us
of that other type of the Holy Spirit in the 15th Luke—
of the diligent sweeping for and rejoicing over when
found, the lost piece of silver, the redemption coin.

They call Rebekah who says at once “‘I will go.””
She was willing to place herself simply, absolutely
under the guidance of this servant who had shown his
disinterested eagerness to fulfil his master’s will. Are
we thus willing to place ourselves under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit without the administration, the world-
wisdom of man—the ‘“‘eyes’’ of Hobab well used to the
wilderness?

"They send her away and the servant takes her and
goes his way.  Mark, not her way. In the antitype
what confusion the taking her way has led to.

The servant had made ample provision for the journey
as befitting one who had such a trust as we find in
verses 2 and 10. [t is remarkable how much one camel
can carry ; he had provided ten. The Good Samaritan

* Joseph is also a type of love to his brethren.
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of the 1oth Luke who had rescued the robbed and
wounded man on the road to destruction knew, oh, how
well ! to whom to say, ‘‘Take care of him,” in my
absence, until I come again.

Then, on the journey home, 1 do not doubt but that
the servant tells her of the scene in the 22nd chapter—
of Isaac’s self-renunciation, of his willingness to become
a burnt-offering to Jehovah, of the precious fellowship
between the father and the son. What a blessed time
for Rebekah to be told about Isaac, Isaac now her
object! And how the Holy Spirit delights to occupy
us with Christ, to set forth His wondrous work on
Calvary’s Cross, His devotedness, His love, His meek-
ness, His sufferings and glories, His preciousness to
the Father and to us.

But now the evening comes (ver. 63), the closing
scene and a special interest attaches to it. Expectancy
is raised to its highest pitch. Isaac goes out to meditate
in the field at eventide. 'We too are nearing the end of
the earthly history of the church. It is the close of the
day in which the Holy Spirit is leading home the bride
of Christ. How does the Lord regard it? And how
does it affect us?  What was the subject of Isaac’s
meditation?  ‘‘He lifted up his eyes’ supplies the
answer. He was occupied with the coming bride. Is
the blessed Anti-type less interested in His church?
Oh, think of it, beloved, rejoice in it—Jesus our Lord
is on the look-out for His bride.

Isaac lifted up his eyes. In that long, patient,
earnest gaze, his heart goes out. The end of the long
day’s journey is in sight. The patient waiting is over
and now he saw, and behold, the camels are coming.
And what is her occupation at this moment?—the long
expected, the eventful moment of her journey? ‘‘And
Rebekah lifted up her eyes’’—no more to look on the
dreary waste of the wilderness—and she saw Isaac.
That look meeting his, is not for words to describe.
Beloved, how soon the blessed counterpart may be ours !

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)

176

How rapturous the prospect! To see Him with our
own eyes, to see Him as He is and be with Him in
blessed intimacy! In the last touching love-scene of
Revelation xxii., the Lord, having twice said ‘‘Behold
I come quickly,” uses His own personal name, ‘‘I,
Jesus’’ and presents Himself as the Bright and Morning
Star whose brilliance is only for the nearest object to
His heart who is waiting for Him.  The simple and
immediate response is, ““Come,’’ to be followed by the
eager stirring words ‘‘Surely, I come quickly,”” with its
quick response, ‘‘Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus.”

Rebekah lighted off the camel.  She takes a lower
place as she sees Isaac. How suitable. May we, too,
in the imminent expectancy of seeing our well-beloved
Lord be lowly in spirit in the ever-deepening sense of
His preciousness and pre-eminence in all things.

AT H.
-t

My Soul’s Desire.

'Tis after Thee my soul, O Lord, aspires,

I long and wait whilst Thou art still away,
In desert lands, ’tis Thee my soul desires,

More than the watchman for the break of day.

“For yet a little while thou must, My child,
Abide :—as thou My footsteps dost retrace;

Walking with garments spotless, undefiled,

Until, above, thou shalt behold My face.’

Ah yes, blest Lord Thy words most precious are :
To follow Thee ; e’en though to bear my cross,

To have Thee as my helm, my sail, my chart;
For this, indeed, I count all else but loss.

And ’tis to this Thy heart, too, doth aspire,
For Thou, in glory, shalt at length appear;
Blest answer to love’s constant, deep desire;
The Morning Star shall shine, so bright, so clear.

A.L, (translated),
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“Let us go on,”

T OW necessary was this exhortation, addressed to

. the Hebrew believers, ‘‘I.et us go on unto full

growth’’ (Heb. vi. 1}). The writer of that epistle has
to say to them, ‘“‘Ye are become dull gf hearing.

Ye are become such as have need of milk, and not of

strong meat.’ Milk was what suited babes strong

meat suited full-grown men. ‘

How sad when we hear a Christian say, ‘I am quite
satisfied with knowing 1 am saved, I do not desire to
go into deeper things’’! These Hebrew believers had,
it would seem, once been brighter and more advanced,
but they had gone back instead of forward in their know-
ledge of divine things. Attached as they had been to
an earthly religion, with its meats and drinks and carnal
ordinances, there was a special danger of losing sight
of a heavenly Christ and looking back to what God had
brought them out of at their conversion.

For quite another reason the Apostle Paul has to say
much the same to the Corinthians, ‘I have fed you with
milk and not with meat; for hitherto ye were not able
to bear it, nor yet are ye able.”” Waith all they were
boasting of—gifts, speaking with tongues, and displays
in their assemblies—they were in complete disorder and
there were strifes and division amongst them: in fact
they were carnal and not spiritual. How then could he
lead them on into deeper truths?

What, then, is the true remedy for this state of
babyhood in which so many Christians seem satisfied
to remain? It is just this—a heart which finds its all
in Christ and which is set upon following and pleasing
Him. Such an one will advance in the true knowledge
of God and of Christ. And as God, in His grace, has
so richly blessed us in glvmg us His Word in our hands
and HIS Spirit to teach us, is it not ingratitude on our
part to fail to avail ourselves of this rich provision?

What should we think of a man who came in for a
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valuable estate and who never took the trouble to
explore the mansion, the gardens, the fields, etc., and
become acquainted with its beauties and advantages?
We should certainly think him unaccountably slothful
and indolent. But men do not act so in the things which
appeal to their worldly desires and tastes: Are we to be
less in earnest than they are?

The present moment is our time and opportunity to
learn more of Christ and of those blessed truths which
are found in the inspired Word. [.et us bear the
exhortation to go on, not to look back or to stand still.
God is faithful to bless His Word to the soul that
diligently seeks Him : there is food there for the simple
and unintelligent as well as for the most advanced and
Spirit-taught Christian.

Some Aspects of the Lord’s Coming.

S we are drawing near the close of another year and

the things which shall be ‘‘after these’’ are looming
up and round us; the heart and mind of the believer
naturally turns with increasing desire to the coming of
Him for whom we wait, and for whom the whole
creation waits to release it from the ‘‘bondage of
corruption.” Itis a great mercy that the l.ord is again
stirring up the hearts of His people ; and that in an ever
widening circle, although with greater or less intelli-
vence, the personal return of the Lord Jesus is
anticipated.

There are several aspects in which this great and
glorious fact is presented to us in the Scriptures. let
us look at some of these :—

(1) The ¢nd and issue of trials here. In this connection
it is presented by the Apostle James who exhorted his
brethren to ‘‘count it ail joy when ye fall into divers
temptations’’ and in the last chapter of his Epistle he
hids them ‘‘Be patient; stablish your hearts for the
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coming of the Lord draweth nigh’’; and he comforts
them by reminding them of the experience of Job,
which teaches that ‘‘the end of the Lord is very pitiful.’’
Great indeed must be the comfort to those passing
through trial such as the believers from amongst the
Jews experienced in the Apostle’s day, in knowing that
there is an end to it all, and that 'soon Christ, the
rejected Messiah, would appear for their deliverance.
Blessedly sustaining, too, must the hope be for those
who are suffering persecution now, such as our brethren
in Russia; and may the Lord give it its proper place
in all our hearts. But one fears sometimes lest possibly
this aspect of the Lord’s return should be brought down -
to the selfish desire to be rid of all our troubles. Rather
should .we be exercised before God that the difficulties
which He allows may be turned to account for His "’
glory and our blessing.. | |

(2) Encouragement while faith is in exercise. . In
Peter’s first Epistle we find this dear servant of the Lord
writing to those who had long known the God of Israel
and been partakers of an earthly calling. - They had,
‘however, through precious, God-given faith, accepted
the Messiah who was crucified by their nation, and
consequently given up all that was known to sight and
sense—the altar, the sacrifices and the priesthood.
They had nothing to rest upon but that which faith
took account of. So the Apostle encourages them by
telling them of the heavenly and eternal inheritance
which was theirs and of the “grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation (unveiling) of Jesus Christ.”’

How beautifully does this fit in with Peter’s address
in Acts iii., where he spoke to them concerning Jesus
Christ, ‘“‘whom the heaven must receive until the times
of restitution of all things.’”” His disciples watched
‘Him as He was taken up from them .into heaven and
the angels announced to them that ‘‘this same Jesus
. . . . shall so come m like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven.’””  Peter therefore writes
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encouraging them to hope to the end and it would be
all right—He will come to you just as He did to us
when we were toiling in rowing, and then all our
difficulties were at an end. :

The heavens—which now conceal Him
In ‘counsels deep and wise,—

In glory shall reveal Him
To cur rejoicing eyes.

(3) The being with our Great Deliverer. Here a per-
sonal note is struck which will resound through all
eternity. So wrote Paul the Apostle to the Thessa-
lonian converts when, in chapter i., he reminded them
that they were converted to serve and to wait. To
serve ‘‘the living and true God’’ in contrast with
‘“‘idols’’ which were neither ‘‘living’’ nor ‘‘true,” and
to wait for the coming of Him whose Person and work
had been announced to them, even Jesus which
delivered us from the wrath to come.

How simple! How blessed! They were waiting
for their great Deliverer-——the One who had delivered
them from wrath by submitting Himself to it in their
stead. One is reminded of the simple utterance of the
woman who fell into the Clyde and whose first words
when she had recovered consciousness were, ‘‘I want
to see the man that saved me.”” And we are of the
same company, dear fellow believers, we are looking
and longing to see that blessed and glorious Man, Jesus,
the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us.

(4) The satisfaction of the heart’s affection—HIS and
ours. But there is another and higher aspect in which
we may view this ‘‘blessed hope,’’ viz., that of personal
relationship; and in order to do this the Scripture
warrants us to look at the matter from the point of
view of Him, for whom we wait. In doing so we
shall find that we shall lose sight of our love in the
greatness of His love. The bride in Solomon’s Song
first states her relationship to her beloved thus, My
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beloved is mine and I am His’’ (ch. ii. 16). Then, as
the greatness of His love grows upon her, she reverses
the order and says, ‘‘I am my beloved’s and my
beloved is mine’’ (ch. vi. 3), but a little further on she
is so filled with the greatness of His love that she
rests in it (ch. vii. 10), saying, ‘‘I am my beloved’s”
merely, but S0 beautlfully adding, ‘‘and His desire is
toward me.

And is this not the attitude of soul in which He would
have us wait for Him? He has bought us with His
own life’s blood and wants to have us with Him. So
we read in Matt. xiii. 44, He sold all that He had to
possess Himself of the treasure; and better still, in
Eph. v., the Spirit tells us that ‘‘Christ loved the church
and gave Himself for it . . . that He might
present it to Himself.’’ "

Thus it is His great eternal love which is before us,
and in the account of the glorious consummation of His
betrothal, when ‘‘the marriage of the Lamb is come’’
(Rev. xix. 7-8), “To her was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white.”’ She knew
her Lord’s taste and her desire (and necessity) was to
be arrayed accordingly. Let us connect with this our
Lord’s most precious promise in Rev. iii. 10, and we
shall understand something more of what is meant by
““the word of My patience.”” Oh! to be wattmg with
Him for that moment upon which His heart is set!
As He says, ““Father, 1 will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.”” And
the effect of it is, ‘‘Every man that hath this hope in
"Him purifieth himself even as He is pure.”’ We
have already seen in reference to the bride, ‘‘to her was
granted’’, etc.; again, ‘‘the Spirit and the bride say
come,”’ and the Spirit would produce in us now what
shall be perfectly true of us then.

One can only, in this short paper, call attentlon to
these, as amongst the aspects of the coming of our
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Lord, and conclude with two verses from a poem which
ever StlrS the heart. :
. ~ There, amidst the songs of Heaven,

Sweeter to His ear

Is the footiall through the desert,
Ever. drawing near.

He and I, in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall share—
Mine, to be for ever with Him;
His, that I am there,
.M. W,

Effect of the Hope of the Lord’s Coming.

- A S we look back over the history of the past, as
Agiven us in the Word of God, we cannot fail to be
struck by the many ways in which the patience of God
has been shown towards man, a sinner. Before the
Flood man was left to his own resources, and the
result was that evil _rose to such a height that God
swept away the whole race save cight souls. Then
man was tried under law, tried under the prophets,
tried under grace, and finally he will be tried when the
“hour of trial’’ which precedes the final wrath, shall
come upon the whole habitable world. _

. ‘Has one single test been lacking in all the ways of
God towards man? Ah! there lacks just one last test.
After the manifestation of His wrath, God will submit
man to the test of the glory. Will ten centuries of the
millennial reign—a reign of peace and righteousness,
when evil will be held in check—will it be possible that
this shall change the heart of man?  Alas, no! for
when Satan is loosed for a little season at the end of
this marvellous reign, all those of the nations, except
the elect, will rise up against God and against His
Anointed. The judgment of the dead will bring to an
end, by an everlastlng destruction, the whole history
of man as a sinner. (2 Thess. i. 9; Rev. xx. 11-15:)
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Beloved ! how infinitely different from this is our lot!
The judgment is behind us and the Cross of Christ is
the eternal witness that it is past. The glory will soon
receive us and will shine upon us for ever, when we
shall be in the Father’s house with Christ. ~He is
about to introduce us into it; but, in His absence, He
leaves us still here below, it may be for a single day,
desiring that we should make Him known to the world,
by the reproduction of the traits which marked Hns
path, in our conduct till He come.

The oifermg of Hlmself .which He made to God
whether in His life or in His death, was seasoned with
salt, as it is said, ‘‘Every sacrifice shall be salted with
salt”’ (Mark ix. 49; Levit. 1i. 13). The salt was, in
His case, practical holiness; the entire separation of
His whole Being to God. On the eve of His depar.ture
He said.to His disciples, ‘‘Ye are the salt of the earth’)
(Matt. v. 13). The action and the presence of His
Spirit, acting in the heart of believers, to. produce
practical holiness in them, is.now the. only barrier against
the final development of corruptlon in this world. This
is why the Lord says to us, ‘‘Have salt in yourselves’’
(Mark ix. 50). ‘I the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be seasoned? It is neither fit for
the land, nor yet for. the dunghlll but men cast it out’’
(Matt. v. 13; Luke xiv. 34). __

‘Without a life of practical holiness, w:thout havmg
our hearts, separated from the world and its lusts and
desires, can we be of any use on behalf of Christ, and
represent Him here below during His absence? In
accommodatrng ourselves: to the world we. take away
all savour from the name. of Christ and we draw down
a serious judgment upon ourselves. Have we not seen
a. proof. of this during the tlmes of trlal through whrch,
we have passed of late? -

The Lord says to us still, ““Ye are the light of the'
world”” (Matt. v. 14). What a privilege! He said
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of Himself, ‘‘As long as I am in the world, I am:? the
light of the world” (John ix. 5).

He was the lnght and this light shone out from Him
in order to lighten all things, whilst He was walking
amidst men. And now He makes us to be this light,
for we are ‘‘light in the Lord’’ (Eph. v. 8). We are
left here below to contlnue His testunony amongst
men, for, as the salt is in ourselves, the light shines
out. Have we put our testimony under a bushel or on
a lampstand? Has our light shone before men as a
city situated on a hill which cannot be hidden? With
what humiliation must we not recognise that we have
failed in practical holiness, that we have failed as a
witness for the Lord!

But there is still time ! If the light is under a bushel,
it is not yet extinguished, and He is not the One to
extinguish the smoking wick. Let us diligently put our
lamp on a lampstand which will cause it to be known
to ‘*all those who are in the house.”” We are about to
be translated into the Father’s house where we shall
shine as the sun (Matt. xiii. 43); then the light will be
perfect, but we are the light of the world to-day before
men. Let us walk as children of light.

When the Assembly shall have been taken up to meet
the Lord in the air, the world will be plunged in pro-
found darkness; ‘‘The night cometh when no man can
work,"'" and men stumble when they walk in the night
(Jobn iX. 4; xi. 10). May we have a heart to maintain,
in this world, the heavenly character of Christ, and to
answer to our calling whilst there is time for it still !
“*Seeing .then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con-
vcrsat:on and godliness, looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God, . . . be diligent that
ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot and
blameless
a H.R.

Words of Help 13 (1924)



Words of Help 13 (1924)

185

Christ and the Church.

E do not hear much of the truth of the Church

- of God now-a-days. We hear a good deal of the

various Churches or religious bodies of Christendom,

but not much of the Church of God as Scripture
presents it.

What then is the Church? . It is, as we ﬁnd in the
Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, etc.,’ a body
formed on earth, united by the Holy Spirit to the
glorified Head in heaven It could not, therefore, have
existed until Christ took His place on high and the
Holy Ghost came down at Pentecost. -
At the close of his prayer in Ephesians i., the Apostle
Paul speaks of Christ as being Head over all things,
but Head to the Church, which is His body ; the fulness
or completeness of Him who fills all in all. Save in
the local sense, of various Assemblies, which together
form the one Church of God, there is no such thought
in Scripture as separate Churches. There is but the
one Church, the mystical body of Christ, to which
everyone who is quickened with divine life and sealed
with the Spirit belongs.

All the distinction between Jew and Gentile, which
had been so carefully kept up prior to the death of
Christ, has been done away; the middle wall of
partition has been broken down, the enmity abolished,
and both are reconciled to God in one body by the
Cross. There is therefore but the one body on earth,
united to the one Head in heaven, even Christ.

To find the origin of this place of blessing into which
we are brought, we must go back to the purposes and
counsels of ‘God before the world was. It was God’s
purpose before the world was created to hdve a people,
chosen in Christ and destined to be holy and without
blame before Him in love. And Christ, true to the
carrying out of those counsels, will one day present the
Church to Himself without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing (Eph. i. and v.). ~But there is also the additional
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truth, that ‘‘Christ loved the Church,’”’ and all her
blessings, past, present and future, flow from that-love.

But what we would like to press upon the reader, as
well as upon ourselves, is the practical side of these
truths. Do we realise them? Do we walk in the
power of them? When we meet a fellow-Christian
(call himself by what name he may), do we remember
that such an one is a fellow-member of the one body
with us? Is he not quickened with the same divine
life, united by one Spirit to the glorified Head, and
destined, with us, to sing the praises of the slain Lamb
in heaven? And even if we are sometimes tried by the
crookedness or peculiar dispositions of some—as indeed
they may be sometimes tried by us too—how it would
help..us, to remember that they are equally dear -to
Christ.as we are.

We have not touched upon the other aspect in which
the Church is presented in Scripture, viz., the house of
God, where He dwells by His Spirit. This is also a
very important truth and perbaps we may take it up
at another time. When we come to speak of this weé
should have something to say as to the church’s present
practical state and responSIblhty as a witness for Chnst
on the earth. :

It was to this truth of the Church 6f God that Paul
was raised up as the special witness. No doubt it was
foreshadowed in the word of the Lord to Him, “‘Saul,
Saul,” why pérsecutest thou Me? .- . . T am Jesus
whom thou persecutest.””  Just as much as to say,
‘““Saul, those few Christians at Damascus whom you
are going to drag to prison and to death are a part of
Myself.”” - It is in connection with his being made a
minister of this truth that Paul calls himself “‘less than
the least of all saints,”” and he owns that it was accord-
ing to the gift of the grace of God given to him.

And so it is, too, with everyone who is called of God,
a pOssessor ¢ of eternal life, and a member of the body
of Christ. ' All such owe their place of blessing to
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sovereign grace, and they have therefore nothing to
glory in but that grace. The merchantman who sought
the goodly pearls and found one pearl of great price,
estimated that pearl at a value which he himself put
upon it; in itself it may not have been of much use to
anyone else. DBut being a connoisseur, a competent
judge, he estimated this particular pearl at a great
price, and sold all that he had and bought it.

So Christ gave up all in order to possess Himself of
his Church, of that which, however unworthy in itself,
was precious in His eyes above all else. It is the sense
of this grace in the soul which keeps us from self-
occupation and from pride. 1t also gives us to under-
stand better the magnitude of the love of Christ, and
what that love has done, and will yet do, for its objects.

In the epistle to the Colossians Christ is brought
before us as our life and as Head of the body, the
church; being the firstborn from among the dead—
Head in resurrection. There He had gained a complete
victory over death and over Satan. And Paul was the
special minister of this ‘‘mystery,”’ which was hidden
from the ages and generations, but is now made mani-
fest, namely, ““Christ in you [Gentlles] the hope of
glory

How real the danger was lest these believers (or we
‘ourselves) should lose hold of this blessed truth! ‘‘Not
holding fast the Head,” this was the danger: losing
in the soul the consciousness of our living union with
‘the glorified Head in heaven. All that is needed for
the supply of the members on earth flowed down from
Christ, who is our life, without anything between.

The effort of Satan was to occupy them with
something else, worshipping of angels, eordinances,
etc., so as to displace Christ, and to bring something
in between the soul and Him. But surely the One in
whom dwells all the -completeness of the Godhead
hodily, and in whom we are complete, is sufficient. If
only the heart is satisfied with Christ and filled out of
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His fulness, we do not want to turn back to the
elements of the world : new moons, sabbath days, etc.,
are but the shadow of things to come; the body, i.e.
the substance, is of Christ.

Oh, that we, all of us, young and old, took home
the apostle’s warning to our hearts to-day, for the

danger is just as great, perhaps greater, than then!
F.G.B.

The Choice of Faith—o2,

A \NCE more Mary is at the feet of Jesus, as in
Ojohn xii., and there she evinced a measure of
spiritual intelligence which very few, if any of the other
disciples shewed before the coming of the Holy Spirit;
for she anointed the Lord’s feet, and that with a view
to His burial. In verse 7 the Greek word for ‘‘against”’
1s ““with a view to.”” From Matthew and Mark we
learn that she anointed His head, thus owning Him
as King; but there also with a view to His burial
Thus both head and feet were anointed.

How beautiful the testimony which the Lord gave
of her in Matthew xxvi. 10~13, and Mark xiv. 8! In
expending the ‘‘very precious’’ and costly contents of
the ‘‘alabaster box’’ for His honour ‘‘she hath done
what she could.”” How that should appeal to our
hearts, and stir us up to self-denying acts of faith, and
to count nothing too precious, nor apply to our own
personal use that which could and ought to be expended
on Him who is worthy of it! Truly we may say of
this devoted sister of faith, ‘““Whose faith follow."’

This happy choice of faith, to sit at the feet of Jesus
and listen to His word, is not only profitable for our
instruction in this brief life, but its results will reach
to etemity When a saint becomes weak in body, and
shows signs of soon leaving this scene of suffering,
what is more precious and profitable than to repeat,
and listen to, the ‘‘wonderful words of life’’?  The
presence of the Lord as our Shepherd is thus realised,
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and the dying one is not afraid to pass “‘through. the
valley of the shadow of death’’; for ‘‘perfect love
casteth out fear.”’ And when, through grace, we-see
Jesus face to face, and enjoy ‘‘the inheritance of the
saints in light,”’” shall we then value less all that we
have learned of Him now?

O let us lay up in store the precious words of
Scripture while we have such a golden opportunity to
do so. In heaven every cup of joy will be filled to its
utmost capacity and our joy shall be full.  But here
may we sit at Jesus’ feet and learn of Him in all His
blessed ways of grace and love. This choice of faith
with a view to the future will yield a Rundred-fold in
the rich harvest of coming glory.

In closing these remarks on the choice of faith, the
writer cannot refrain from drawing attention to the
fact that the end of the age is looming, and the time
has already begun ‘‘when they will not endure sound
doctrine,’”’ and the ears of many are being ‘‘turned
away from the truth’’ (2 Tim. iv. 3-4). Yea, the truth
is already being disbelieved. ‘‘For this cause God will
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a
lie (2 Thess. ii. 11-12). ‘‘The day of the Lord’’—i.e. a
day of judgment on the world (2 Thess. ii. 2-3)—**shall
not come, except there come a falling away first,’”’ and
the Antichrist, ‘‘the man of sin, the son of perdition be
revealed.”” 1f the nations have arrived at the point
indicated by the feet of the great historical image of
Daniel ii., without doubt Christendom is now on the
threshold of the apostacy predicted in 2 Thess. ii. 3.

The Bible is fast losing that paramount place which
it ought to occupy, and is worthy to have, both in the
home, and in the pulpit. ‘‘Modernism,’’ with its cor-
rupting criticism, is surely paving the way for coming
disaster and shipwreck to all who identify themselves
with- it. Its word is eating, and will yet eat, ‘‘as doth
a canker’’ (z Tim. ii. 17-18) ; and the faith of many is
already overthrown by the modern imitators of
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“Hymenzus and Philetus.” One of these modern
sceptics, a man (at one time) of great influence, but
now dead, once said in his advice to a mother on
‘““Teaching a child the Bible,”” ‘‘never to forget that
for her child to be sceptical about the Bible would do
him no such injury as for him to distrust his mother.”’
- ““*Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure”’
(2 Tim. ii. 19) and the Bible is the living Word of the
living God, ‘‘quick and powerful,”’ and it will yet hold
its own however great the opposition of men or Satan
may he. It is like a‘solid cube; whichever way it is
upset, it is still right side up, and will remain so when
““Modernism’’ shall have crumbled to pieces and passed
away into oblivion. But let us, who are of the day,
be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love;
and for a helmet the hope of salvation.’”’ Let us fre-
quently, as ‘‘the Lord’s remembrancers,’’ remind Him
of His promise to come again (John xiv. 3), and ask
Him graciously to fulfil His very last words to us:
““Surely I come quickly.”’

O do not delay, Lord,

That bright, happy day, Lord,

We long to be with Thee, in glory to dwell,
What loud bursts of praise, Lord
Our lips then shall raise, Lord,

As the echoes respond to the notes as they swell.
1.R. (Canada).

| Christendom.

HAT varied thoughts and feelings are awakened

in the soul by the very sound of the word
““/Christendom.”” It is a terrible word. It brings
before us, at once, that vast mass of baptised pro-
fession which calls itself the Church of God, but is not :
which calls itself Christianity, but is not. Christendom
is a dark and dreadful anomaly. It is neither one thing
nor the other. It is not ‘‘the Jew, or the Gentile, or
the Church of God.”” Tt is a corrupt, mysterious, mix-
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ture, a spiritual malformation, the masterpiece of Satan,
the corrupter of the truth of God and the destroyer of
the souls of men, a trap, a snare, a stumbling-block,
the darkest moral blot.in the universe of God. It is
the corruption of the very best thing, and therefore the
very worst of corruptions. It is that thing which
Satan has made of professing Christianity. It is
worse, by far, than Judaism ; worse by far than all the
darkest forms of Paganism, because it has higher light,
and richer privileges, makes the verv highest profession
and occupies the ‘very loftiest platform. Finally, it is
that awful apostasy for which is reserved the very
heaviest judgments of God—the most bitter dregs in the
cup of His righteous wrath.

True it is, blessed be God, there are a few names
even in Christendom, who, through grace, have not
defiled their garments. There are some brilliant embers
amid the smouldering ashes—precious stones amid the
terrible debris. But as to the mass of Christian pro-
fession to which the term Christendom applies, nothing
can be more appalling, whether we think of its present .
condition or its future destiny. We doubt if Christians
generally have anything like an adequate sense of the
true character and inevitable doom of that which
surrounds them. If they had, it would solemnise their
minds and cause them to feel the urgent need of stand-
ing apart, in holy separation from Christendom’s ways,
and in distinct testimony against its spirit and
principles.* ' | |

| C.H.M,

[*Let us temember that ‘‘Christendom”’ includes the Roman
Catholic Church, the Greek Church, and everything else in this
world which, bearing the name of Christ, has a form of godliness
but denies the power of it. ‘““From such turn away'’ is the solemn
exhortation of Scripture.—Ep.]
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To Be His Alone.

Jesus, to Thee I now belong,
‘Master Divine;

Fruit of Thy love—so great, so strong;—-
For ever Thine.

Thy service claims my life, my soul,
For Thou art mine.

[.et that deep love my life control,
My heart entwine.

l.ong T despised that tender love
And power to save.
Sought rest where naught that rest could give,
To sin a slave.
Now freed by Thy almighty power:
To Thee who gave
Thyself—the One I now adore,
I’d henceforth live.

O! happy is the one who finds,
Close to Thy side,
‘T'hat place of rest and peace of mind,
Thou dost provide.
Thy love T know, nor seek I aught,
Such love beside.
Saviour! 'tis Thou my soul hast bought,
For me Thou’st died.
A.L. (translated).

.-

Jesus did not say, Go, but “COME ye yourselVPS apart into a
desert place, and rest awhile’’ (Mark vi. 31).

“This, this is rest, l.ord Jesus,
Alone with Thee to be;

'The desert is a gladsome place,
With Thy blest company.”’
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