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TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PEACE.

TWO OUTLOOKS.

NOBLEMAN, surrounded by vast wealth

and occupying a very distinguished posi-

tion, recently expressed himself to a friend thus :

“I fear I shall not be here long; my life

is of little use to anyone ; I have nothing to
live for, but I am greatly afraid to die !’

He realizes that neither his great estate nor
his high position can secure his present happi-
ness or enable him to evade the * king of terrors ”
He dwells in the land of the shadow of death;
and must face death all alone.

A few miles from the residence of that noble-
man, and about the time that the above utterance

" was made, there lay upon her death-bed an
aged lady in extremely humble circumstances.
Her faith, however, was in the Living God.
Jesus, God’s beloved ‘Son, was her personal
Saviour, Friend and Comforter. So that instead
of having to face death all alone, she had the
comforting assurance of the presence of the
Friend, Who, having been into death for her,
would go through death witk her, making it
only a ‘sleep’.

For years she had enjoyed the assurance that
her * sins were forgiven, for His name’s sake ”

Her doctor, knowing of her faith in Christ, and
seeing that the end was drawing near, had said,
*“You will not be here long now—it may soon

be sudden death and sudden glory for you ”
Vor. XXXIII. No. 1.
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“ Doctor,” she replied, “ I do not wish to die
suddenly. I am not afraid to die, but 1 want
before I go to leave a clear bright testimony to
my Lord, and then just tofall asleep like a tired
¢ child.”

Her desire was granted. In the last spell of
consciousness, she said, “ Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
Jear no evil for THOU art with me . Then turn-
ing to one at her bedside, she said,—

“T am just longing to see Him, and rest
there ; but, oh! how I long too, that my
dear ones may all seek the Lord while He
may be found. I ask it in His precious
name.”’

Now reader, the question for you is simply this,
‘Which of these two outlooks is to be mine—to
depart supported by this unfailing FRIEND, or be
left to face death absolutely alone?’ Oh do not
rest without a satisfactory answer.

It was the °chief of sinners’—after being
brought to know the Son of God—who spoke of
‘“ having a desire to depart and to be with Christ,
which is far better . He could say, * for me to
live is Christ; to die is gain . Death had no
terror for him, for it had lost its sting.

But the greatest comfort for all that believe
is the bright hope of the coming of the Lord ;
for then ‘“ we shall not all sleep ”

The believer in Jesus is cheered by that
glorious prospect ; for ‘“ the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout . . . and the
dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we which are

*
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alive and remain shall be caught up (i.e., without
dying) together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with
the Lord ” (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17).

The God of all grace desires that you may be
saved, dear reader, and be found among those
“that are Christ’s at His coming . May this
blessing be yours.

.8 M

PEACE, WOULD YOU FIND IT?
From a Gospel Address.

HAT which is commonly taught and believed
is, that we have to make our peace with
God. But how could an unjust sinner make
peace with a holy, righteous God ? You might
as well expect an infant to leave its mother’s
besom, and stop the express train as it rushes
down the main line! Be assured of this, poor
sinner, that nothing you have done, are doing,
or ever will be able to do, could make your peace
with God.

Man’s heart by nature is at enmity with God ;
and Christ died, not to reconcile God to man,
as it is commonly taught, but to reconcile man to
God (see 2 Cor. v. 18-20; Col. i. 20-22); and
until you know and believe this, you will never
be at peace with God.

But I think I hear you say, ““ If I am unable
to make my peace with God; and must be at
peace with Him to be perfectly happy here and
hereafter, how is it to be accomplished ? > Christ
has made peace through the blood of His cross
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(Col. i. 20); made it by His blood; made it with
God, and made it for you; and having done so,
He said, “ It is finished *’.

Then having silenced all our enemies on the
cross, God raised Him from the dead, and sent
Him to proclaim peace to us. The first three
words He uttered to His assembled disciples
after His resurrection were, ‘‘ Peace unto you
(John xx. 19, 21, 26).

But so many dear souls have not settled peace
with God, because they stop at the cross, and do
not go on to the resurrection. Christ is no
longer a dead Christ hanging on the tree. Re-
member the angelic instruction “ Ye seek Jesus
of Nazareth, which was crucified ; He is risen ;
He is not here; behold the place where they
laid Him 7 (Mark xvi. 6).

It is “ the God of peace that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant ” (Heb. xiii. 20).

Do not confound the work of Christ for you
with the work of the Holy Ghost in you: God
does not preach peace by the Holy Ghost, but
by Christ: * Preaching peace by Jesus Christ”
(Acts x. 86; Eph. ii. 17). But further: not
only did He make peace on the cross, and
announced it in resurrection, ‘° HE 18 OUR PEACE ”’
(Eph, ii. 14). It is not feelings, experiences,
realizations, progress, or service, but HIMSELF IN
HEAVEN, Who is our peace, *“ the same yesterday,
to-day, angl for ever .

We have now seen that Christ crucified made
peace with God for us ; that Christ résen preaches

A
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peace to us; and that Christ glorified is our
peace; and the moment we believe in God who
gave, raised, and glorified Christ, we have present,
perfect, and permaneit peace with God. May
it be yours.

H. M. 1L

FORESEEN AND FORESHADOWED.

AN is only a wvisitor here. ‘‘ There is none
abiding.” But, short as his stay on earth
really is, he cannot, of himself, make sure of
the future. One thing he knows; he is under
notice to quit, but when he has to leave, and
what will transpire before leaving, he cannot say.
No matter how clever he may be, or how ex-
perienced, he cannot look into the future. To
strain his imagination, and make ‘a good guess’,
as he calls it, is his limit. But if man cannot,
God can ; and this He claims as His divine pre-
vogative. Mark what He says, “ I am God, and
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all My pleasure’ (Isa. xlvi. 9, 10).
There is no greater witness of this than that
which is brought before us in Old Testament
foreshadowings. The precious truths in con-
nection with our eternal blessing recorded in
the last books of Scripture, we find distinctly
foreshadowed in the first. But all is simple
when we remember that it is the word of Him
Who can declare * the end from the beginning .
And in a day, when the inspired authority of the
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Old Testament, especially the earlier part, is
being daringly questioned, we would earnestly
seek to draw the reader’s careful attention to
this vital matter. Of course, in the very nature
of things, shadow could never perfectly answer to
substance ; there must be marked contrasts as
well as comparisons; and so it is with these
inspired foreshadowings ? But there is another
important thing to notice. When any subject
is illustrated by a human figure, the substance
invariably precedes the figure. For example,
the lion existed before you could speak of being
‘as strong as a lion’. Man can no more give
you the shadow of that which has not yet come
into substantial existence, than he could exhibit
your photograph ten years before you were born !
But it is not so with God. Let us look at Gen.
xxii. and xxiv. and notice how the foreshadowing
is answered by the full-revealing, hundreds of
years later.

In Gen. xxii. we have the record of the journey
of Abraham with Isaac to the spot where God had
told him his beloved son was to be offered as a
sacrifice. . The first thing to note is their inter-
course by the way as to their significant etrand.
A great contrast at once becomes manifest.
Abraham’s beloved son was not in the secret of
what was before him; God’s beloved Son was.
From the very beginning of His ministry His
forerunner proclaimed Him to be *the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of the world ”
(John i. 29, 36). Getting nearer to the cross,
He had special intercourse with His Father
about His death (see John xii. 27, 28). “ Now

&
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is My soul troubled; and what shall I say ?
Father save Me from this hour: but for this
cause came I unto this hour. Father glorify
Thy name. Then came there a voice from
heaven, saying, 1 have both glorified it and will
glorify it again.” Now come to the foreshadow-
ing. Isaac said to his father, ‘‘ Behold the fire
and the wood : but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering ? And Abraham said, my son, God will
provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering .
Here was prefigured a fact which is the very
foundation of our peace, and the guarantee of
every other blessing. God’s beloved Son crucified
was His Own gracious provision for satisfying
His Own righteous requirements as to man’s
sinful deserts. Even in the days of Job He
could say of such a ruined creature, * Deliver
him from going down to the pit: I have found
a Ransom ™ (Job xxxiii. 24).

At last Abraham reached the appointed spot.
The altar was built, and the wood laid in order.
Then the beloved son was bound, and the knife
taken to slay him! Here we get another lovely
feature of the blessed One thus typified. There
was neither resistance nor complaining in either
case, nothing but absolute submission.

But here we get a touching contrast. At
God’s request, Abraham’s beloved son had not
been withheld. But when the test had proved
his faithfulness, a voice from heaven arrested the
uplifted hand. Abraham’s beloved son must
be spared. But if sinners were to be saved by
the death of the Sinless One, the holy Son of God
could not be spared! So marvellously has God
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proved Himself to be set for our blessing, that
“ He spared not His Own Son but delivered Him
up for us all” (Rom. viii. 31, 32).

Then, at this point, God supplies the true
ground of assurance for anxious souls. He said
to Abraham, “ Now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from Me” (verse 12). Who
could count the myriads of troubled hearts that
have been brought at last to say, “Now I
know > 2—Now I know that Thou lovest me ; for
Thou hast not withheld Thy Son, Thine only Son
from me—even Jesus.

Next we get another striking and comforting
contrast. ‘*‘ Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in
a thicket by his horns ; and Abraham went and
took the ram; and offered him up for a burnt
offering in the stead of his son.”

We are not told how that wandering sheep
came there, to die for the beloved son; but we
are told how the beloved Son of God came here.
It was to die ‘ in the stead of’ the wandering sheep.
That well-known verse very definitely expresses
it (John iii. 16)—*‘ God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son.”

Abraham looked behind him to see the victim ;
and we do the same.

*“ My soul looks back to see
The burden Thou did’st bear,

When hanging on the accursed tree,
For all my guilt was there.”

Isaac, therefore, was released and returned
home with his father ; and this the Apostle refers

&
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to as a type of resurrection. He says that
Abraham offered his only begotten son ; account-
ing that God was ‘‘ able to raise him up, even
from the dead; from whence also he received
him in a figure ”” (Hceb. xi. 19). Ascension followed.

But the resurrection of Christ and His return
to heaven is not the end of the precious story.
A few days later, the Holy Ghost descended to
take from among the Gentiles * a people for His
Name ” (Acts xv. 7, 8, 14), and to form them into
one as the bride for which He gave Himself.

When at last this gracious work is accom-
plished by the Spirit, and the present day of
grace is ended, the Son will come forth to meet
her in the air, and take her to the place prepared
for her in His Father’s house (John xiv. 2, 8;
1 Thes. iv. 17). This, also, was foreshadowed.
When toward evening, Isaac went forth to medi-
tate, he saw that the One sent to win and secure
his bride was returning; and the eyes of bride
and bridegroom met. After the first greeting,
he brought her with love to his mother’s tent
as his wife.

So that we have an undeniable foreshadowing
of the death of Christ, His resurrection, His
ascension (that is, His return to His Father’s
house), and His coming again; together with the
mission of the Holy Ghost to this world. Who,
but One able to see ““ the end from the beginning
could bring about and record the foreshadowing
of such things as these; and in the very order
in which they came to pass? The daring
scepticism, so. deplorably increasing to-day,
becomes absolutely excuseless in the light of
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such facts. May God open eyes to see the
deadly error, and to rejoice in the truth.
Geo. C.

A HARD HEART MADE WILLING.

THE patient forbearance of God, towards

those whom He approaches with the Gospel,
and who yet exhibit opposition to it, is wonderful
and gracious.

He works in a way altogether His own, to
remove obstinacy and wilfulness, and to bring
the heart into such an attitude, as shall cause it
not only to be subject to Him, but will also lead
it to entreat His blessing and respond to His
love—thus reversing the whole situation.

As an instance of this, it may be related that,
in a district in New Zealand, there had been
Gospel meetings, with much blessing as the result.

A special case was that of a school, where many
were saved—believing on Jesus; moved by His
dying on their behalf, His resurrection and
ascension to glory, to prepare a place for them
for all eternity.

Connected with this establishment, however,
one young lady refused to be affected by the
message of the God who gave His Son to die for
our sins, and raised Him again for our justifica-
tion. She said she should adhere to the world !

This led a few who were associated with her,
but who had received the blessing, to earnestly
pray that she might submit herself to the Lord.

One bright moonlight night they drew together
in a room for this purpose.
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While this was in progress, the young lady
being asleep, dreamt that the Lord had come for
His own, to take them to be with Him in glory ;
and in terror and despair began to think that she
had been left behind, and that it was all true
what her friends had so often read from the
Scriptures and spoken about (1 Thess. iv. 13-18,
ete.).

Awaking, she arose, and finding all the adjoin-
ing beds of her friends vacant, she felt as if her
dream was confirmed, and so her anxiety
deepened.

She wandered along the corridor, scarcely
knowing what she was doing, and presently
heard voices praying.

As she listened, she heard them say—** Oh,
Lord! Come in, and save her.”

She opened the door gently, and went in and
knelt down beside them ; praying—* Oh, Lord !
Come, and save me.”

Suffice it to say, that God heard this united
ery, and answered it by turning the heart of
the young lady to absolute faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ as her Saviour: alike to her own
joy and that of her Christian friends.

Now, it will be noted in the foregoing narrative,
that the opposition of the young person was
really due to hardness of heart ; and with regard
to that, God’s word says :—* To-day, if ye will
hear His Voice, harden not your hearts ” (Heb.
iv. 7).

Thus the blessed Lord interceded with by her
friends, and caused her to hear His Voice; He
instantly removed the hardness and turned her
heart towards Himself.



1k TIDINGS OF LIGHT AND PEACE

May this thought move any who are in dis-
tance and alienation from God, to listen to His
appeal : “ My son give me thine heart ” (Prov.
xxiii. 26).

Let the above incident be an encouragement
to those who wait upon God for those who are
yet in their sins.

Prayer, without doubt, is an unfailing resource,
for God delights to answer to it; and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ is always attended with
His blessing (Luke v. 20).

T. K.

A SERIOUS RETROSPECT.
(Said to have been written by a converted infidel.)

“ I’VE tried in vain a thousand ways,
My fears to quell, my hopes to raise ;
But what I need, the Bible says,
Is ever only Jesus.
“ My soul is night, my heart is steel—
I cannot see, I cannot feel ;
Yor light, for life, I must appeal
In simple faith to Jesus.

“He died, He lives, He reigns, He pleads;
There’s love in all His words and deeds ;
There’s all a guilty sinner needs
For evermore in Jesus.
“ Though some should sneer, and some should
blame,
I'll go with all my guilt and shame ;
T'll go to Him because His Name,
Above all names, is Jesus.”
Anox,
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HELPLESS EXTREMITY;
And the way out of it.

ITHIN a week of the date of writing, one

of the U.S. Navy Submarines, the S-5,

had submerged off the Delaware coast in 168 ft.

of water. DBut when the commander gave orders

for the boat to be raised, it refused to do so, and

for 35 long hours the crew of thirty men and

four officers passed through the terrible experi-
ence of facing the hour and article of death.

There was, however, one avenue of hope
reserved to them. During the late world-war, an
underwater signal apparatus was perfected, by
which the attention of any passing ship could
be called. This °distress buoy’ was at once
released from its well on the deck ; and promptly
it rose to the surface of the sea. To this buoy
was attached a bell; and also a light which
could be ¢ flashed ’ on and off by the sailors below.
These gave their unceasing signal for the men in
distress, but without result.

It was at last, however, so ordered in the mercy
of God, that after this long season of anxiety and
fear, a most unlikely thing should come about.
The look-out on a passing ship took word of this
to his captain in the evening. He had seen the
buoy in its strange position, with light and bell
attached. Finding no such buoy indicated on
the chart, he ordered a small boat to be lowered ;
and an officer and man were sent to examine it.

Vor. XXXIII. No. 2.
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As they approached it, the officer heard the
buzzer; and, reading the directions, got into the
frame on the float. Putting the receiver to his
ear, he immediately got the following message
from below :

** This is submarine S-5. We have been
submerged 85 hours. Our air is running
short. We cannot rise by our own power.
Send for help.”

The telephone message was quickly conveyed
to the captain of the ship; who, with his men
were able to raise the submarine to the surface.
Air was then supplied to the sailors; and they
passed out of their prison into liberty ! We can
but feebly imagine what they had passed through,
as hour succeeded hour of suspense and mental
suffering. The memory of it will remain with
them all their days, and the way they were
rescued from the jaws of death also.

But, serious as this dilemma was, the facing
of the sin-question brings a man into a far more
serious extremity. The pressure of death’s
mighty hand upon you, a wilfully guilty history
behind you, a hopeless eternity before you, and
no remedy of your own to deliver you from the
distressing embarrassment, brings trouble in-
deed; yet the sin-question honestly faced
before God always brings such conflict. But
God has found a remedy for souL-TROUBLE, and
publicly proclaimed it. His beloved Son has
been under the waves of judgement in our
stead. Jesus, the sinless One, took our place in
suffering, that we might know the forgiving
grace of God.

2y
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Is my reader in the depths of soul-trouble
through the pressure of sin upon the conscience ?
Then, as with the distressed sailors, there is one
avenue of hope, and only one. What they longed
for during those 35 hours was for

SOME ONE TO HEAR THEIR VOICE.
And when it was heard, they confessed the unvar-
nished truth about themselves-—they owned who
they were, where they were, their kelpless condi-
tion, and their dire need of outside deliverance.
In like manner God is ready to hear, and to
attend to your cry. Take up, then, those words
in Psa. exxx., and go to Him with them.

““ Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O
Lord. Lord, hear my voice: let Thine ear be
attentive to the voice of my supplication ” (verse
1,2). What could you say to Him, as having His
ear, but that you have ** sinned and come short
of His glory, and deserve His judgement . Notice
particularly the third verse of that Psalm.

*“ If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O
Lord, who shall stand ? ”’

None could stand. But this is the good news,
He is not now marking them in judgement; He
is forgiving them in grace,

* There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou
mayest be feared ” (verse 4). Precious words !
Cherish them in your soul and repeat them to
God.

The sailors in their prison could do nothing but
frankly admit their helpless position. You are
just as helpless in a spiritual sense. But all has
been done for you, thank God; and Jesus has
done it. In virtue of His work, you may come
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from the bottom to the top. As risen from the
dead, the Lord Jesus is the Object of faith for
all men. He is perfectly trustworthy. Believe
then in Him, and you will receive at His hand
the full forgiveness of your sins, and justification
from all things. Then, as with Jonah, your feet
shall be firmly planted upon dry land, and with
Him you will say—
*“ SALVATION IS OF THE LoRrD ”.

May you, as with the writer, be brought into the
enjoyment of these things now. Then an eternity
of blessing will follow.

A F. M.

THE REPRIEVED MONARCH'S TESTIMONY.

“ QET thine house in order; for thou shalt

die and not live”, was the terrible
message conveyed to King Hezekiah by the
prophet Isaiah (Isa. xxxviii. 1). There could
scarcely be a darker moment in a man’s history
than when sentence of death is passed upon
him. If that takes place a man’s case is hope-
less ; his fate is sealed.

When the King heard the dread sentence he
turned his face to the wall and wept bitterly.
He knew full well his case was hopeless ; for not
all the power of his realm could deliver him from
** the king of terrors . Only God could do that,
and in his distress he cried to Him, ** O Lord, I am
oppressed ; undertake for me”. God graciously
answered his cry, and sent a reprieve, assuring
him that He would deliver him, and add fifteen
years to his life.

W
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With his heart overflowing with the sense
of God’s goodness, the reprieved monarch bore
this striking testimony, ‘ Behold, for peace
I had great bitterness ; but Thou in love to my
soul delivered it from the pit of corruption ; for
Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back ™
(Isa. xxxviil. 17).

This was a fine answer to a poor sinner’s cry,
as with death staring him in the face, and a life-
time of sins upon his guilty conscience, he
turned to God as his only resource. The blessing
he received linked his heart with the One from
Whom it had come ; and this should ever be so.
He had learnt, in his dire need, God’s love to his
soul ; and that He had cast all his sins behind His
back. This made his heart overflow with thanks-
giving, so that he goes on to say, “ The living,
the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day :
the father to the children shall make known Thy
truth ”.

It is an immense thing to be found among
“the living ”, and you, dear reader, are either
among the living or the dead-—among the “ liv-
ing > to praise God, or among the dead in tres-
passes and sins, and on your way to everlasting
woe. In the happy consciousness of sins put
away, and of standing in divine favour, the
blessed subject of God’s mercy bore further
testimony, saying, * The Lord was ready to save
me : therefore, we will sing my songs to the
stringed instruments all the days of our life in
the house of the Lord” (verse 20). This is
grand. He does not stop at obtaining relief
from his trouble, or resting satisfied in the know-
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ledge that all his sins had been put away; but
his heart finds its delight in God; and in His
holy presence his songs are to be sung all the days
of his life.

Dear reader, have you turned to God in con-
scious need, so that you, too, are among the
living to praise Him ?

E. E. N.

‘“HO! EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH,
COME."”

IT is an extremely interesting consideration

that in the last chapter of the Bible, and
nearly the last verse, the Gospel invitation is
recorded (Rev. xxii. 16, 17).

All the wondrous account of God’s ways, the
revelation of His mind, the declaration of Him-
self in the person of the Eternal Word, His beloved
Son the Lord Jesus is, wondrously set forth ;
yea, the whole divine volume all but finished ;
yet the abounding grace of God is still saying,
“CoME”. What a heart of love it bespeaks !

Then again, nearly at the close of the inspired
prophecy of Isaiah, involving so much that is
dear to the heart of God, in the declaration of
the coming of Christ into this world, we have a
similar call. “ Ho! every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters!” Thrice the word
“Come” is repeated.

As though it said, ‘ All being set forth in
prophecy according to the divine mind, by which
God can accomplish His will to His eternal
satisfaction, Come ye thirsty ones, Come ‘now’ ",

w
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It contemplates a thirst, a need deeply felt
in the soul. To those satisfied with the things
of this world, who find their life in the things
of time and sense, the call finds no response.

But through all time there have been those
here who have felt the lack of God, and have
thirsted for Him. Surely the sense of need is
created by Himself, and He loves to meet that
need. Not only was it necessary for you to be
born again, but the Son of Man had to be lifted
up, that tge love of God might be known. And
the call of God is now, “CoME”’,

Well is it for our reader if a thirst for God
has been aroused while in this scene, which is
deseribed in Psa. Ixiii. as a “ dry and thirsty
land, where no water is,” and the cry is raised
for a draught from God that will cause the soul
to taste His goodness.

The call “Ho’’, is one well known in the East,
as was proved on a certain occasion when a
young Englishman was wounded in a jungle
whilst on a shooting expedition.

It was noticed that his native attendants
continued to cry “Ho” for help, while others
went in search of assistance.

There was such a depth of appeal and of
beseeching in the tone of the men that it was
fastened upon the memory of the young English-
man.

So the Gospel of God goes forth, calling upon
men to repent, not simply to recognize that we
are evil, but to recognize that God is good.
Then as the knowledge of God becomes more
and more the desire of the soul, bringing with
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it a deeper sense of our iniquity and sin against
Him, the soul repents towards Him, owns its
guilt, and drinks of the water of life flowing
frecly towards all.

God’s great love had not been fully expressed
until the death of Christ had set it forth; but
His love and grace, as well as His merey
exerted in righteousness, are now fully. made
known. The Holy Ghost is now on the earth
for this purpose; that is, to Dbear witness
to Christ Jesus as the Saviour of signers, and
the Giver of life for whosoever will.

L. O. L.

FAITH'S SURE FOOTING.

“ O Saviour, I have nought to plead,
In earth below or heaven above,
But just my own exceeding need,
And Thy exceeding love.
The need will soon be past and gone,
Exceeding great, but quickly o’er;
[{The love untold is all Thine Own,
And lasts for evermore.”

ACCORDING to John iii. the goodness of a
most religious man, Nicodemus, the Phari-

see, could not (without Christ) take him into the
heavenly blessing. But when Christ s found,
then neither human badness (as with the woman
at Sychar’s well, John iv.), nor human weakness
(as with the impotent man at the Pool of
Bethesda, afflicted for thirty-eight years), can
keep any needy one out of the blessing (John v.).
Every true believer will be free to own with
the writer—‘ What made me first seek Him was
the sense of my badness; yet there could be no

*
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greater proof of His goodness than that He
should seek a sinner like me. By the Spirit’s
work in me I found that I was so bad I could not
do without Him; and by the same Spirit I
found that He was so good, He would not do
without me! He left heaven to secure me, and
this at a mighty cost to Himself.’

*“ Love moved Him to die,
On this I rely.
My Saviour has loved me,
Though I cannot tell why.
But this I can tell,
He loved me so well,
That He laid down His life,
To redeem me from hell.”

But since my first introduction to Him, I have
found another reason for not doing without Him
—-a reason that deepens day by day as I go on.
It is found in His Own personal perfections, and
unchanging worth, His devoted love has formed
a bond that nothing can sever.  Having loved
His Own, which were in the world, He loved
them to the end ” (John xiii. 1).

* Lord, from such love I could not part,
Nor would’st Thou part with mine.”

Geo. C.

LOVE'S GREAT DEED ACCOMPLISHED.
From a Gospel Address.

HOW carefully we treasure up the last words

of our beloved ones. We write them in
our diaries; we quote them to our relatives
and friends; and thus have them handed down
from one generation to another.
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“ It is finished” (John xix. 80) were the last
words uttered by the blessed Lord on Calvary’s
cross, amidst the scoffs and jeers of the religious
and the godless ones, when He was suffering
untold agonies, and when, in love to us, God made
His soul an offering for sin. Oh! how God must
prize these three last words of His beloved Son;
uttered, as they were, just as He was accomplish-
ing the wondrous work which was to bring
everlasting glory to God, and everlasting blessing
to poor sinners.

First think of Who it was that uttered these
words—JESUS the Holy One of God. All the
waves and billows of God’s wrath had rolled
over His blessed head, causing that terrible cry,
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me ? »* (Mark xv. 84). It was Jesus, the beloved
Son of God, Who said, *‘ It is finished ””. It was
to God He said it, and for you and for me that
that He did so.

Let us look at these three words separately
for a moment.

“IT is finished.” What was finished ? The
work God gave Him to do to express His own
love in our salvation. In what did this work
consist ? The wrath of God against sin must
be endured, death tasted, judgement exhausted,
sin for ever put away, and Satan’s power
broken. And, blessed be God, this has been
done; so that Jesus could say, “I HAVE
glorified Thee on the earth”, “I HAVE finished
the work which Thou gavest Me to do”’.

“ It IS finished.” Mark you well ; not it is
being done; not it has to be done; but “it
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is” done: done as God required it should be
done, as Christ alone could do it, and done as
you and I needed it should be.

“It is FINISHED **; and nothing left for
God, or the sinner to add. On the ground of
this work, God gives FREELY to every believ-
ing, repentant sinner, a present and permanent
pardon.

Think again Who it was that said “It is
finished ”’ ; of the circumstances under which the
words were uttered; of the blessed God into
whose ears they were uttered; and of the poor,
judgement-deserving sinners for whom they were
uttered; and let us ask, Can you not trust
your soul’s everlasting salvation to Jesus and His
“ finished > work ? Perhaps you think, as thou-
sands do, that you have to do something for
pardon; and your agonizing question is, ‘“ What
must I do to be saved ?”” We answer in the
words of the Gospel hymn—

* Nothing cither great or small,
Nothing, sinner, no ;
Jesus did it, did it all,
Long, long ago.”

‘“'Till to Jesu’s work you cling
By a simple faith,
Doing is a deadly thing,
Doing ends in death.”

The Spirit of God must pass your soul through
deep exercises, like those the prodigal passed
through on his way to the father’s house; but
you have no more to do for salvation than the
prodigal had to do for the best robe, the ring, the
shoes, and the fatted calf. He confessed he had
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sinned, and was unworthy, and you can say
nothing less. A father’s loving heart provided
all the rest, and the prodigal son became the
happy recipient of that father’s bounty. The
father gave, the son received, and the house was
filled with heavenly mirth.

God has received Christ up into glory as a
proof that He is perfectly satisfied with the work
that He did, once for all, on the cross; and now
it remains for you to receive Him by simple
faith, as a proof that you are satisfied with
what He accomplished at such a cost.

H. M. H.

YOUR LAST DAY,

YOUR LAST DAY OI' OPPORTUNITY

must come. ‘‘The Lord is coming. If
you are not prepared to meet Him, your un-
believing day will close in a night of hopeless,
endless misery. Are you prepared for that
day ? Can you braveit? If not, take sides with
God against yourself at once. Accept His only
terms of salvation now, and then your earthly
day will close for a blissful day of endless glory.”
But do not forget what the Saviour said while
weeping over grace-despising Jerusalem,—*If
thow hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy
day, the things which belong unto thy place: but
now they are hid from thine eyes”! And how
was this? “ Because thou knewest not the time
of thy visitation” (Luke xix. 41-44).

Gro. C.
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A HEART-~-REJOICING POST CARD.

THE following is “ A copy of a post card ”

found in the drawer of a sister in the Lord,
who lately departed to be with Christ. It
runs thus :—

“Very sorry to hear of your suffering,
though all the ills are wells in the valley of
Baca (i.e., for faith) heavenly showers filling
earth’s hollows. So strike up your song, and
let the other prisoners hear it.  Blessed is
the man whose strength is in Thee.’
‘ Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house.’

‘ Prisoners who have secret communica-
tions with the King, whose cells are lighted
with Palace light, who enjoy Palace fare,
sing Palace songs in Royal company, are
not to be pitied though prisoners they be.

““Such honour have all His saints.
Alleluia.”

It will be seen that two passages of Secripture
are referred to in the above post card—written
many years ago. One is in Psalm Ixxxiv. 4-6,
and the other in Acts xvi. 25. The valley of
Baca signifies the valley of tears. Let us first
notice the text quoted, ‘‘ Blessed are they that
dwell in Thy house”. It speaks of a home—a
dwelling-place—known to faith by the speaker
in the Psalm, the tabernacles of Jehovah of
Hosts-~his soul fainteth for the courts of
Jehovah, but he was not yet there. Further, he

speaks of the blessing of finding strength in
Vor. XXXIII. No. 8.
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Jehovah, in order to traverse the ways that led
to His house, for they led through the valley of
tears.

Let us pause for a moment. Can my reader
say : I also know of a home above, and I know
the way to it. Here let me say that there is a
great difference between a pilgrim and a mere
wanderer in this world who has no home. Such
an onc is like Cain, a vagabond in spite of his
trying to hide his character by building a city to
dwell in-—a city which the Deluge swept away.
A pilgrim ‘has a home in view, though he is but
a stranger in this world. Jesus said to His
disciples, “In my Father’'s house are many
mansions. . . . I go to prepare a place for you .
Can it ever cease to be the home for those who,
believing in Him, go on pilgrimage with His
Father’s house in view ? Is the heart sometimes
faint and ready to say, How shall I, a poor
fainting pilgrim get there ? Listen, * Blessed is
the man whose strength is én Thee”. Listen
again, ‘I will come again and receive you to
Myself . Again, “I am the way”. It may
lead us through the valley of tears. Yes,
believer, but you can say to yourself, I have a
home, and I am on the way to it. The sorrow
that makes one weep I will regard as a well—a
pool in the valley of tears for heavenly showers
to fill. Be patient in waiting upon Him, and
He will put a new song into your mouth.

Turn we now to the other Secripture. Paul
and Silas had been thrust into an inner prison
with their feet made fast in the stocks, many
stripes having been laid upon them. Were they
not in the valley of tears? Was not their cell
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lighted up at midnight with Palace light ?
Were they not in secret communication with the
King, as they prayed and sang praises ? And
the prisoners heard them. Truly heavenly
showers were filling that well of a prison! Paul
is he who can write to those very Philippians,
“Rejoice in the Lord always”. And again,
“My God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”’. Here is
a heavenly shower for any in need. It does not
say that there will not be tears; there will;
there must be in the valley of tears; but let the
believer account it a pool, and rain from heaven
will fill it.

In sending out this * Copy of a post card ”,
her husband would say that she being dead yet
speaketh. May reader and writer strike up our
song and say ‘‘ Alleluia ! to Him “ who giveth
songs in the night ”.

T. H. R.

MAN'S GREAT ADVERSARY
EXPOSED AND DEFEATED.

FROM the very beginning of this world’s

history, two things have been very plainly
manifested. One, the pleasure that God finds
in man’s blessing ; the other, Satan’s persistent
endeavour to vob Him of that pleasure. No
sooner had God established our first parents
in Eden, than the enemy came forward to
cast suspicion on God’s kindness -and boldly
deny His word as to the consequences of
man’s sin. The result is well known. Man
fell into the enemy’s trap, incurred the penalty
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which God had wained him of, and was sent
forth from the garden. The ‘‘ mother of all
living ”’ thus became the mother of all dying.
Sin had entered into the world, and death by sin ;
“and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned ” (Rom. v. 12). It looked as
though the deceiver’s design would be successful,
and God’s desire defeated. The creature whom
He had made could not remain on earth, and
his sin had excluded him from paradise ; so that
if he could neither stay on earth nor go to God’s
dwelling place, it seemed impossible for God
to find the pleasure He desired in His creature’s
company. But love was not thus to be defeated.
God’s secret purpose was that One should be
born Who would perfectly express His good
pleasure in man’s blessing, and endure to the
uttermost His judgment on man’s sin.

In the fulness of time the promised One was
born. That day the Bethlehem shepherds had a
great surprise. The glory of the Lord shone
round about them as they watched their flocks,
and an angelic messenger made a special
announcement. ‘‘ Fear not: for behold I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” Then with the angel there was
“a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men (or
good pleasure in men)” (Luke ii. 8-14).

Now there were two ways in which God’s good
pleasure in man’s blessing was expressed by
the Lord Jesus on, earth: by what He was
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in Himself Personally; and by what He said
and did. What He was in Person was the
perfect expression of God Himself. * No man
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him * (John i. 18). So that the
beloved Son could say, ““ He that hath seen Me,
hath seen the Father ” (John xiv. 9).

At three distinct epochs in His marv cllous
history, God’s voice was heard from heaven
expressing His heart’s delight in Him; and
blessedly worthy He was of this mark of honour.
No need in this troubled world found Him
either unable or unwilling to meet it. The devil-
oppressed were delivered, lepers were cleansed,
the blind received sight, the dumb were made to
speak, hungry multitudes were filled, and even
the dead brought to life. So that, when God
opened heaven to express His pleasure in such
compassionate service, it was because His heart
was so deeply gratified that His needy creatures
were being so freely benefited. In their blessing
He found pleasure.

But now come to the matrvellous end of His
gracious service on earth. In early days God
had made known to the patriarch Abraham,
that He had before Him the blessing of ““ all
the nations of the earth” through Abraham’s
promised seed. And let us remember, that, in
course of time, Abraham was requested by God
to offer his beloved son upon the altar on Mount
Moriah; and that though his son’s attention
had been drawn to the knife in his father’s
hand, Isaac meekly submitted to being bound.

What a blessed foreshadowing was this of
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God’s beloved Son bound for death ».Q' ’»Calvary s
cross, the pelfcct expression of { G d’s  good
pleasure in man’s blessing! Such a,3hing was
never suggested by men or angels. Ft was the
outcome of His Own marvellous love; and
this was expressed by the lips of Jesus Himself.
* God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son” (John iii. 16). Then from His
inspired apostle we have the same truth repeated,
* The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world ”” (1 John iv. 14).

The glad tidings of the blessing must now be
universally proclaimed. Repentance and remis-
sion of sins must be preached in His name
everywhere. ‘“ Go ye therefore ”’, said the risen
One to His servants, “ Go ye therefore into all
the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature. IIe that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be
damned ”’ (Mark xvi. 15, 16). Satan’s misrepre-
sentation of God in Eden was thus exposed, and
his daring lie as to sin’s consequences absolutely
contradicted. Butin due time the proof of the
adversary’s defeat will be as clearly marked as
his exposure. When He who suffered to express
God’s heart #0 man, and secure Dblessing for
man, shall appear in power and glory to reign;
and the kingdoms of this world claimed as
His, Satan’s position will be absolutely changed.
We read in the book of Job that when the
sons of God came to present themselves hefore
the Loid, Satan was found among them ; and
when asked, ‘‘From whence comest thou?”
he answered, ““ From going to and fro in the
earth” (Job ii. 2). But for the thousand years
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of the reign of Christ, that liberty will be his
no longer. An angel from heaven will bind
him, and ‘ cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him,
that he should deceive the nations no more, till
the thousand years should be fulfilled ” (Rev.
xx. 1-3). When the thousand years are expired,
and he is loosed out of his prison a little season,
it is quickly made manifest that a thousand
years in the dark abyss has not changed him.
He deceives and opposes again. Then will
follow the climax of his doom; for we read,
* The devil that deceived them was cast into the lake
of fire; and will be followed there by *‘ the dead,
small and great”, after they have been brought
to stand before God at the great white throne and
heen judged out of the open books according to
their works (Rev. xx. 7-15).

Now, dear reader, in the light of these solemn
things, how do you stand? One of two things is
certain. In the light of the declaration God has
made of Himself in the life and death and risen
glory of His beloved Son, your heart’s confidence
has been won, and you have in all sincerity con-
fessed it to Him and to your fellow-men or the
great deceiver still holds you by his subtle wiles.
Oh do consider which, before it is too late.
Throughout eternity you will either be in the
company of the blessed Saviour, and uniting
with the myriads of His redeemed ones in singing
His praises; or with the devil and his angels
in unbearable remorse. And remember, your
day for deciding will soon be gone!

Geo. C.
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A SCOFFER WON FOR CHRIST.

HAT BiBLE WILL DRIVE YOU MAD”, were

words uttered thoughtlessly by a young

man, a fireman on the railway, to an older friend

of his whom he often found reading that precious
volume.

*Oh, no,” was the apt reply, ‘““ or it would
have done that long ago.” Some time passed
after the remark, the two men seeing one another
frequently in the course of their work.

One day the young man was drenched by a
heavy rain, and through not drying his clothes,
the continued dampness gave him a severe cold.

Instead of improving in health, he grew worse,
until that dread foe of the human race, con-
sumption, claimed him as one of its vietims.

His friend, Mr. E——-, now proved his Christian
love for one who had mocked him and ridiculed
his simple faith, by visiting the invalid, often
taking him some little proof of his care, some
dehcacy it may be, and improving the opportunity
by speaking to him about the Lord Jesus Christ,
reading the Bible and praying with him.

The poor man’s end drew near, and on a visit
which the invalid felt would probably be the
last, he said to his faithful companion, *‘ Mr.
E , I want to ask your forgiveness for what
I said to you, that the Bible would °drive you
mad ’ .

* Oh, do not mention it, I did not think any
more of it ”’, replied Mr. I

‘“ Ah,” the dying man said, ‘it has often
crossed my mind since; and I have learned to
love the Book you love, and to trust in your
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Saviour. You need not fear if you hear I have
gone; I shall go to heaven, and I must thank
you for all your kindness.”

The story is told from the lips of Mr. E
himself, who felt the deep joy God gives to those
who, under His goodness and guidance, seek to
commend that Saviour, whom God, in His com-
passion and love to man, has provided at such
great cost.

His salvation is a “ great ” one (Heb. ii. 8).
It cost God, and it cost Christ very, very much.
It is great because it is so perfect, so complete that
whatever kind of sinner you may be, whether
you are like Saul of Tarsus, professedly religious,
moral, respectable, duped by the devil into
thinking you will be acccpted by God if you do
the best you can, and act up to your conscience ;
or whether you are an openly wicked sinnes,
Jesus the Saviour can meet your case perfectly.

Christ is God’s salvation for man, and there is
no other. If your hope is in anything, or anyone
else, you will find it utterly vain. God’s ‘great
salvation’ cost the Lord Jesus much agony,
much shame, and the giving up of His precious
life. Of this His precious blood bears witness.
But though 11 cosT Him so MucH, it is proclaimed
to all FrEe—forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among the sanctified by faith in Hém, Christ
Jesus the Lord (Acts xxvi. 18).

May you recognize, dear reader, the necessity
of it, as the subject of our.paper did. Without
God’s salvation you are LosT. It was not faith
in his friend or his Bible, though both were used ;
but faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that saved
him. L. 0. L.
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WHY THE WARRIOR WEPT,
T is related by Herodotus, in ancient Greek
history, that the great King Xerxes having
planued the invasion of Grecce, started out with
a vast army, and having reached the Dardanelles,
managed to effect a crossing at a certain point,
he mounted a high hill where he sat upon a
throne of marble and surveyed the scene. It
was a wonderful sight; the Dardanelles was
covered with ships, and all its shores and the
plain of Abydos were full of men. The king
after having pronounced himself a happy man
to have so far realized his hopes, afterwards
fell to weeping; his uncle, secing this, and failing
to understand the sudden change that had
taken place, ecnquired the cause, to which Xerxes
replied, ° After I had reckoned up, it came into
my mind to feel pity at the thought of how brief
was the whole life of man, seeing that of all
these multitudes not one will be alive when a
hundred years have gone by .

How true! in a hundred years both reader
and writer will have passed away ; but who can
tell what may have happened before this present
year has reached its end? KEre one hundred
days have passed away death may have laid its
icy hand upor: you, dear reader. If it came upon
you, how would it find you: in your sins or
through God’s rich grace free from them ?
Would it find you ready to  depart and be
with Christ ”, or unprepared, with a lifetime of
sins upon you, and nothing but the judgment
of God after death?

Death is the great leveller ; it brings all down
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to one common platform; king and subject,
prince and people, high and low, rich and poor.
It is no respecter of persons, all must obey its
summons ; thousands die daily; your turn
must ecome at last; can you look it full in the
face and say like Paul, *“ O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory ? The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ ”
(1 Cor. xv. 55-57). E. E. N.

FAIRER THAN THE FAIREST,

* Fairer than all the earth-born race,
Perfect in comeliness Thou art ;
Replenish’d are Thy lips with grace,

And full of love Thy tender heart.
God ever blest ! we bow the knee,
And own all fulness dwells in Thee.”

“ THERE is a Man, a glorified Man, sitting on

the throne of God in heaven. That Man
is Jehovah’s Fellow. To Him God the Holy
Ghost has borne testimony in the Scriptures. To
Him He calls the sinner’s attention. To Him He
guides the eye of faith of each believer, and there
He will fix it. For Ile, the only begotten Son
of the Father, is the Sole One on Whom, and on
Whose life and works as Saviour, God the Father
can rest with complacency.

“ Through faith in Him—His life, and death,
and resurrection, and ascension—the sinner can
now find rest with God in glory, and receive the
free gift of the Holy Spirit, with grace to be full
thereof and to walk therein.”

G. V. W,
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“ GROANINGS WHICH CANNOT BE
UTTERED.”

“ A TRUE groan to God-—however deep the

misery, however prostrate the spirit,
however unconscious that we are heard—is
always reccived above as the intercession of
the Spirit; and answered according to the
perfectness of God’s purpose concerning us in
Curist. This is a blessed thought.

“The charge in Hosca was, ‘ They have not
cried unto Me, when they howled upon their
beds * (Hosea vii. 14).

* There is no consequence of sin which is beyond
the reach of this groaning to God; nothing,
indeed, but the self-will which will not groan to
Him at all.

‘““Such is our intercourse with God, in joy and
in sorrow., And what will shine most when all
things shine before God, are these groans to
Him.” J. N. D.

IN THE HAND OF GOD.

“Hidden in the hollow of His blessed hand,
Never foe can follow, never traitor stand ;
Not a surge of worry, not a shade of care,
Not a blast of hurry touch the spirit there.
Every joy or trial falleth from above,

Traced upon our dial by the Son of love;
‘We may trust Him solely, arn for us to do,
They who trust Him wholly, find Him wholly true.”

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee.”
Isa. xxvi. 8,

* K Kk



TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PEACE.

THE VITAL CONCERN OF ALL.
God’s Longsuffering will not always wait.

E read, that as far back as the days of Noah
the “ longsuffering of God waited”. But
Jehovah has said, ““ My Spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh : yet his
days shall be an hundred and twenty years”
{Gen. vi. 8). And even after that, before the
bringing in of the flood upon the world of the
ungodly, He said, “ Yet seven days”—that is
seven days of waiting (Gen. vii. 4). Oh how
beautifully expressive this is of the character of
God, from first to last—so ** slow to anger, and of
great kindness > (Neh. ix. 17).

Then when speaking to Abraham in connection
with the promised seed and the land of Canaan,
He said, “ In the fourth generation they shall
come hither again. * For the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet full” (Gen. xv. 18).

How He lingers in mercy over the careless
and indifferent to give them space for repentance !
This is how He acted toward Nineveh in the days
of Jonah. Though their daring wickedness had
come up before Him, He said, ** Yet forty days
and Nineveh shall be dverthrown ” (Jonah i. 2;
iii. 4). And when they turned to God from
their wicked way, He repented of the evil He
had said He would do unto them ” (verse 10).
For He ever gives warning of coming judgment,
and ample space for man’s repentance.

At the present day God is again patiently
Vor. XXXIII. No. 4.
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waiting. Not only has He waited 120 years,
with an additional seven days, or an additional
forty days; He has been waiting in patient
longsuffering for more than nineteen centuries.
Ever since the murder of His Own beloved Son
on the Cross of Calvary where He died for the
worst of sinners, has God been waiting; not
willing that any convicted sinner should perish,
but that all should come to repentance ” (2 Pet.
iii. 9).

Perhaps a practical and vital question would
not be out of place here. We refer to the question
asked by the Spirit of God in Rom. ii. 4,
 Despisest thou the riches of His goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering ; not knowing that
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance ?”’
Think of His daily mercies. Think of His con-
tinued offers of salvation through faith in the
precious blood of Christ, which was shed for the
remission of sins.

‘“ He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have
sinned, and perverted that which was right, and
it profited me not ; He will deliver his soul from
going into the pit ”’ (Job xxxiii. 27-80).

In Psalm cxxxvi., it seems that the Psalmist
can contemplate nothing but what is the out-
come of Jehovah’s mercy ; he breaks forth with,
“ His mercy endureth for ever”. But remember,
dear reader, this may be your last opportunity of
accepting God’s gracious invitation! O think,
then, of the consequences of missing such tender
mercy, and wilfully going on without it !

It is certain that judgment will soon overtake
the world in which we live. Being heartily
desirous of ouy salvation, God still lingers in
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grace ; but He gives the world no guarantee for
the future. * The accepted time”’, He declares,
“is Now ” (1 Tim. ii. 4; 2 Cor. vi. 2).”

E. A H.

A FATAL DELAY
of three minutes.

GREAT deal of mystery still hangs over the
Wall Street, New York, bomb explosion,
which took place in September last. Of the
movers in this foul and murderous plot no com-
plete trace has been made; and though their
destructive work, which caused such sorrow,
bereavement and death, remains unpunished,
vet they shall give an account of all this to God
—even though they succeed in foiling the
attempts of justice in their discovery. God will
unfailingly bring all their sins to light, and justly
mete the deserved punishment, unless they
repent.

This instant hurling of so many innocent
people into eternity should not be passed by
unheeded by men, but serve as a warning to
them, to the intent that they may be ready
whenever the call comes, and in whatever form
it may come.

One of the victims of this explosion was a
young lady stenographer of rather exceptional
ability ; she had left her office and was on her
way to lunch. A gentleman friend met her and
conversed with her for about three minutes. He
returned directly to his office, and immediately
the terrible explosion took place. Subsequently
he learned that this poor young lady had been
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killed, and stated that had he not detained her
for those three minutes (which he greatly
regretted), she would doubtless have passed the
danger zone in safety., We do not know how
this unfortunate young lady died, and can only
hope that through the work of Christ she was
ready. What momentous issues for her hung
upon that short space of time !

Were you, dear reader, as near to death just
now, as that young lady was when conversing
with her friend, how would vou face it ? Could
you say with one, whose last words on earth
were :—

“ Christ—is—precious.
The Lord is my trust.”

Or would death come to you as an unwelcome
visitor, indeed, as an enemy ? Would it find you
in your sins? If so, where Jesus is you could
never come,

Oh, do not lay this paper down without coming
to a decision in your soul that henceforth Christ
Who has died for you, and risen again, shall be
your Saviour and Lord. You, too, may be in
eternity in three minutes’ time; seize then the
present opportunity, as it passes. Once passed,
remember, it is gone for ever! But once saved,
whether it be three minutes more to live, or as
many years, you will be able to say with Paul :—
“For me to lve is Christ, and to die is gain”
(Phil. i. 21).

There will then be only one regret about it—
that you didn’t know Jesus as your Saviour

sooner.
s A.F. M
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THE THOUGHTS OF GOD.

“ FOR My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith
the Lorp. For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa.
Iv. 8, 9). .
It is a great thing for any soul when it has
learned to value and delight in the thoughts of
God. All those thoughts came out in Christ,
and in Him we learn them. The apostle Paul
had deeply drunk into the Spirit of Christ, and
gives us this exhortation, * Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being
in the form of God —what could be greater ?—
“made Himsell of no reputation.” Is this the
thought of mankind ? Do not men seek reputa-
tion ? The Lord Jesus took the downward path
of obedience that led to a death of degradation
—the death of the cross. His obedience was
not the obedience of duty, but of 1oveE. The
mind in Him was—*“ Lo I come to do Thy will 7,
and He did it out of the depths of love that
eternally subsisted in His own blessed heart.
The delight that was in the heart of God toward
His Son, went out through that Son of His love
towards the sons of men. He found them lost
to God, and to the outgoings of His heart, but
the compassion of love sought them in that
condition. Such were the thoughts of God.
Now, listen to one who followed closely in the
steps of his Master. Hear him detailing that
which commended him as the servant of such a
Saviour. He had to withstand false teachers;
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and speaking of them he said, * Are they
ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool)”.
Why so? DBecause Paul felt it svas folly to
speak of himself. True wisdom would hide
behind Christ, but the Corinthians had compelled
him. Hence he continued: “X am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure,
in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the
Jews five times veceived I forty stripes save one.
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I
have been in the deep. In journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among
false brethren. In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those
things that are without, that which cometh upon
me daily, the care of all the churches ” (2 Cor.
xi. 23-28).

And did Paul go through all those things that
in the fervency of love to souls, he might carry
to them hither and thither the ministry of Christ ?
To the lost and perishing he carried the message
of the Saviour’s love, and of the work wrought
by Him for sinners. The love of Christ in him
surmounted all obstacles and difficulties. How
urgent then was the message of the Gospel of the
grace of God! Think, unsaved reader, of what
love went through—the love of Christ—in order
to reach you!

But further, my believing brother, see how
Paul regarded thpse who had received the ministry
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of Christ through him. He had assembled them
together as members of the body of Christ. He
had no thought of their belonging to any one
but to Christ. Hear him speaking to them.
*“I am jealous over you with a jealousy which is
of God, for I have espoused you to one Husband
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.”” Paul stood in the likeness of John, as
the friend of the Bridegroom, and jealous for
His sake as to the unspotted character of the
Assembly for Christ. The love of Christ com-
pletely had hold of him. He lived only to com-
mend Christ, and he was jealous that Christ
should possess the love of those believers to
whom he had ministered the fulness of Christ’s
love, Paul had learned to think God’s thoughts
revealed in Christ, and aul’s joy was in the
anticipation of those thoughts being realized in
the saints. Xow deeply in the coming day of
presentation will he enter into the joy of his
Lord.
T. H. R.

A DISAPPOINTED SEEKER.
Satisfied At Last,

HEN souls are awakened to their eternal
danger, it seems to be the enemy’s
endeavour to mislead and discourage them by
giving false impressions about the way of peace,
and so to hide the only true way. One very
common snare is that a good resolution to change
their course of conduct will be enough; and when
they have made it he will, if possible, make
them satisfied with it. But when there is a
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real awakening by the Spirit of God, this is
not possible, and the seeking goes on. But if
the seeking continues, the enemy’s distractions
continue also—anything to falsify God’s glad
tidings, and keep the troubled seeker in the dark.
God’s Word thus expresses it, “The god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them that
believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel
of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine
unto them ” (2 Cor. iv. 4).

Years ago in the South of England a special
victim of the enemy’s distraction came before
the writer. A domestie servant in a large house-
hold noticed that one of her fellow servants
appeared to be in deep distress about something ;
but the cause of the trouble she could not imagine,
and the distressed onegseemed disposed to keep
it a secret. At last, however, she said to her,
“ What ¢s the matter with you? I can’t make
you out ! Sorrowfully she replied, *“ I’m going
to hell!” This gave the enquirer quite a start,
and caused her to think seriously also. She said
to herself, “I'm troubling myself about her;
yet in the same danger myself, only I've been re.
gardless about it.”” This was really the beginning
of a great stir in her own soul, and she felt she
must pray, yea begin at once. In order to do
this in secret, that the other servants could not
see her, she would, in the day, when she had
opportunity, get into a large cupboard for the
purpose ; and at night when they were asleep,
she would get out of bed and pray. But if her
fellow-servants could not see her, the enemy
could, and was busy enough.

When she had got back into bed again, this
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disturbing suggestion came, Do you think that
God will hear a prayer like that from you ? Upon
which she would get out again and again, and
try to pray more acceptably. But instead of
this, horrible blasphemous thoughts would come
into her mind, and though she could not express
such revolting things, it almost seemed as though
they hissed through her lips in spite of her.

After a while she thought she would begin to
read the Bible. The one she had was greatly
treasured by her as a relic. It was really her
brother’s, who was lost at sea. This Bible was
brought home in his kit, and given to her. She
now began to read it in a way she had never
done before ; - but only got more wretched in
doing so. One day the thought was suggested
(no doubt by the enemy who feared the result
of her reading it), ‘ Put that book into the fire:
burn it, and get out of your misery !’ And so
unbearably miserable was she, that she was
actually about to push it between the bars,
when thoughts of her brother came into her
mind, and she said to herself, what would my
brother Tom think of me if I burned his Bible ?
Hastily she drew it back, but an almost unbear-
able weight of anguish seemed to be crushing
her. Her fellow servant, seeing her state, tried
to comfort her, but in vain.

Now souls in this disappointed state are
usually turning to their own feelings to find the
longed-for satisfaction. But the fact is, that
when the question of sin against God is raised
in the conscience, with all the solemn conse-
quences connected with it, the first Person to
be satisfied is God Himself.
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Take a simple figure. Suppose that I have
been living in a reckless way, and that 1 have
not paid my rent for over a year. At last my
landlord presses me for immediate payment of
the whole. What use would it be to assure him
that I now intended to do my best to pay my
rent regularly every quarter; that I have made
such a firm resolution about it that I am quite
satisfied it will all be right. But he tells me
that the past quarters must be fully paid, and
that he shall not be satisfied until they are.
This distresses me, for I am in daily fear of being
sold up ; but I can’t say it is not just and right.

Now suppose in the midst of my distress T get
a message from the landlord to the effect that
he wants to see. me. When I get there, full of
dread as to the consequences, I am surprised to
see a smile on his face, and especially to hear
him say he is giad to see me. I begin to tell him
that I really am sincerely struggling to meet all
his demands. But he answers by assuring me
that all his demands have been met already,
that a friend of mine living at a distance had
heard of my deep trouble and sent a cheque that
fully covered all my labilities ; that the cheque
had been honoured at the bank, and that he is
now perfectly satisfied with the settlement! On
asking for the name of this kind-hearted friend,
I am still more surprised to find that he is a near
relative of the landlords !

Of course I should be thoroughly satisfied ; but
my satisfaction would rest on the assurance of
his satisfaction ; and I should go away with
heartfelt gratitude to the friend who had done
it all for me.
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Now to come back to the harassed seeker we
have been referring to. She was trying to
satisfy herself by her own sincere and pious efforts,
and needed to see that the * Friend above all
others >’ had taken up the whole of her liabilities
as a sinner, had satisfied God about them, and
all that God required was to thank the Lord
Jesus for what He had done, and confess His
name to others in like need.

Well, she knew that a Christain living near
was going to a little meeting in a private house,
and asked if she might go with her. Gladly this
believer responded to her request; but when
they got to the lobby of the house they found
that the kitchen where the meeting was held
was full, and a hymn was being sung. So they
stood in the lobby wntil it was finished. The
verse they were singing at the time was :—

¢ Jesus did it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.”

This was the very news she needed; and as
she stood there silently listening, the dark cloud
upon her spirit was entirely cleared away, and
left her satisfied and at peace with God. The
truth of what Jesus had done settled the matter ;
and the Spirit gave her a taste of God’s Own joy
in it. THE DISAPPOINTED SEEKER WAS SATISFIED
AT LAST.

“Sweetest rest and peace have filled me,
Sweeter peace than tongue can tell;

God is satisfied with Jesus,
I am satisfied as well.”

Geo. C.
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FRAGMENTS.

Young man, anxious about his soul, lay
upon his bed at midnight thinking about it.
Speaking to the Lord, he said, * Lorp I wiLL
LovE TuEE.” But this gave him no solid satis-
faction, and after a little more consideration he
said, *“ Lorp, I Do LovE Tuee . Even this,
however, brought him no real comfort. There
was a lurking suspicion about both statements.
But finally he reached solid and certain ground.
As he dwelt on what Christ had done and suffered
for him as a guilty sinner, he said to Him,
“Lorp, Trou vLOVvEST ME!” and his doubts
_dispersed and his soul found joyful satisfaction.
Gop rFor us.—“If you ask a proof of God’s
being for us; the proof is He gave His Son.
If I say, What will He do for such a wretched
sinner as I am? Why. He has done more
than the gieatest sinner could ask; more than
the greatest saint could think of. He has given
His Son for me. Therefore, not only have I
done with every thing that was against me—
with Satan and every accuser; but the very sin
that made me tremble, becomes a witness of the
extent of the love of Him Who is for me. There
it is T have learnt it ; for He has shown Himself
for me in justifying me.

Therefore if God be for us in connection with
our sins, we may freely count upon Him for all
the rest. *“ He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered up Him for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things ?”’ (Rom. viii. 82).

J. N. D.

+



TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PEACE.

DEATH;—AND LIFE.

IN reading over the following extract from

“ Tidings of Light and Peace”, we fell
into a kind of reverie, during which we recalled
to our mind one of the days of the terrible
attacks made upon Verdun, when such reckless
waste of human life was being made by the
German Crown Prince.

ExTRACT :—

“The recent four years’ war, with its
millions of victims, has undoubtedly made
itself keenly felt throughout the whole civilized
world ! Then, following close on this heart-
saddening calamity, certain deadly epidemics
have been rapidly carrying many to the silent
grave.

““In the light of Holy Seripture we may safely
say that in permitting such disasters, God has
had before Him the spiritual awakening of
those who, until then, had settled themselves
down in sleepy indifference to their soul’s
appalling danger. ‘Lo, all these things God
worketh oftentimes with man, to bring back
his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with
the light of the living ’ (Job. xxxiii. 29, 30).

* And doubtless the coming day will declare
that many have thus been brought, not only
to see their true state as sinners under God’s
holy eye, but to find sure refuge in the blessed

Saviour Whom His love has provided.”
Vor. XXXIII. No. 5.
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Though we were some way from the front,
we were near enough to see long trains come in
daily full of wounded ; and twelve hospitals in
were full of dying men. It must be said
that during that awful time the population
seemed subdued, and that the most strenuous
and unselfish efforts were made, and especially
by the women, to meet the urgent need, in
attending the wounded, and keeping the night
watches.

One day seemed to pass before us as a dream
(alas! it was but too real). We were in a long
room in the College, a dormitory that had been
converted into a hospital. It was a day when
all seemed bright and glorious in creation. No
cloud, and a soft breeze along the rapid Rhone
whose murmur could be distinctly heard. But
all sounds and sights of joy and health seemed
to cease or die out as we looked along the rows
of sufferers.

We were trying to speak to a Kabyle (African
soldier in the French service) who was lying in
great pain—his face having been destroyed by
‘liquid fire’—when a young man was carried in
from the operating room, where he had just had
both his legs amputated above the knee, and
was laid upon a bed just opposite. He was
deadly pale, perfectly calm, and said quietly,
“I am glad to get off with so little”. He fell
asleep, hoping soon to be sent home ; but we do
not believe he awoke in this world. His place
was vacant when we went again to the hospital.

We cannot say why, but this made a deep
impression upon us. There were cases of more

»
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terrible suffering, but the quiet assurance of the
young man struck us.

The war is over, and the relief great. The
long dormitory with the groans and sighs of the
wounded is now filled again with school boys,
who have not yet been under fire. The ripple
of the Rhone is as musical as ever, and we fear
that many impressions of the past woe are
dying out. In recalling this short tragedy, we
would say that our sole object is to arouse any
reader who does not yet possess a part in * that
other world ”” where sin and death can never
come, Death is reigning on this “earth, so
beautiful even in its present ruinous state, and
this is what is before you. You may be called
at any moment to leave all that you have here,
and for ever !

Listen to the voice of Him who is still calling.
He, our blessed Saviour, came into this world,
not to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom. Seek the Lord Jesus Christ, and
acquaint yourself with Him, as the One Who
came to seek and to save the lost; and you will
find at once your place with Him as your
Redeemer and your eternal joy. In the midst
of a world subject to death, you will find, not
some mere, vague hope of escaping, but “ life and
incorruptibility > will be yours, through the
nfinite value of the work of Christ. You will
have the sure and certain hope, which He alone
can give you, and which no one can take from
you ! .

E. L. B.
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“LOOK NOW TOWARD HEAVEN."

Genesis xv. 5.

THIS was said by God to Abram—the man

that God promised to bless, as also to
make him a blessing. All the families of the
earth are to be blessed in him. Abram had been
told by the Lord in chap. xiii. 14, *“ Lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou
art, northward and southward, and eastward and
westward, for all the land which thou seest, to
thee will 1 give it and to they seed for ever ”;
and that seed, he was told, should be as the dust
of the earth, numberless. Man is at home in the
things of earth ; they interest him, but to look up
to heaven is to look away from earth. Zhe
heavens declare the glory of God, and Abram is
bidden to look thitherward. What is feeble man,
even in the presence of the glory of God in
creation ? “ He telleth the number of the stars,
he calleth them all by their names ”, and He
challenges Abram as to his ability to number
them ; but with this challenge came the promise
*“So shall thy seed be’”. What an array of
glory the heavens of God presented to childless
Abram! It was all above and beyond human
nature, and the earth in which that nature lived,
but faith found its resting place in the word of
Jehovah. Abram “ believed in the Lord and he
counted it to him for righteousness ”’. We read
in Rom. iv. 20, “ He staggered not at the promise
of God throygh unbelief, but found strength in
faith, giving glory to God . My reader, do you
give glory to God through looking toward

-
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heaven ? In doing so you look away from self
and earth to the place of God’s glory, and that
is where Jesus now lives. Hence it is written,
“Know ye, therefore, that they which are of
faith the same are the children of Abraham .
And again, ‘“ So they which be of faith are blessed
with believing Abraham .  He who telleth the
number of the stars knows well each one who
trusts Him. Again, we read of childless Abraham
that he was * fully persuaded that what God had
promised He was able also to perform ’. Down
the ages of time this blessing of Abraham has
come to the thousands of Gentiles who believe
on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead.

“In Him they stand a heavenly band,
Where He Himself is gone.”

Turn now with me to Isaiah liii.—to that part
which the Ethiopian eunuch was reading when
Philip accosted him, and note these words:
“Who shall declare His generation, for His life
is taken from the earth . This refers to Him
who was led as a lamb to the slaughter, our
blessed Lord Jesus Christ. As living on the
earth He had no generation. Those He had
gathered round Himself in His ministry here
forsook Him and fled when He was crucified.
He regathered them when risen from the dead.
He had said, “ Except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone, but if it die,
it bringeth forth much fruit . So it was written
in Isaiah, * When thou shalt make His soul an
offering for sin, He shall see his seed”. And
again, “ He shall see of the travail of His soul
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and shall be satisfied . Thus was a company
secured to Him beyond death in the power of His
resurrection life. As He breathed this into them
on the evening of His victory over death, we are
conscious indeed of their being His generaiion.
The Holy Spirit was sent from heaven in order
that this generation might be continued. He is
for believers now, not only “ the Spirit of the
life in Christ Jesus ’, but also ** the Spirit of Him
that raised up Jesus from the dead ”, and this
fact ensures the quickening of these mortal
bodies because they have been indwelt by the
Spirit. How blessedly a generation is assured
to Christ. As belonging to Him who was the
promised seed of Abraham, they are also
‘“ Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
promise ”’ (Gal. iii. 29). But He who was the
promised seed of Abraham was in the truth of
His Own Person Son of God, and proved to be
so by resurrection. Faith in Christ Jesus makes
believers in Him far more than children of
Abraham, they are sons of God; and because
it is so, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into their hearts, crying Abba, Father.

If we now look toward heaven, we see Jesus,
the heavenly Man, there crowned with glory and
honour; and we know that as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly. Who shall speak of that
resurrection morn when the hosts of the redeemed,
all bearing the image of Christ, shall meet Him
on the cloud—*‘ His own "’—to be for ever with
Him ?

T. H. R.
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TWO REIGNING POWERS.

¢ WHERE sin abounded, grace did much more

abound : that as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through righteous-
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Rom. v. 21).

This wonderful statement is in connection
with a grand development of truth in regard to
two empires or reigning powers; and we desire,
for our readers, that each and all should think
how they stand in connection with these two
powers.

The evidence of the existence of one of these
powers is not far to seek. Every village church-
yard is an undeniable witness of the reign of sin.
* Sin hath reigned unto death ”; and this reign
is connected with lawlessness and corruption.
Nor is it only because Adam sinned that all die;
for “all have sinned .

But our Secripture speaks of another reign,
the reign of grace. Now, we venture to say that
this empire could not come fully into view until
one great event had taken place.

Into this scene where all, at one time or
another, have come under the power of sin, one
holy, sinless Man has come. But over this Man
sin had no power. It did not, could not, bring
Him unto death, as it had done mankind as a
race. He was here voluntarily to break the
power of sin, to abolish death, and to bring
“life and incorruptibility ” to light through the
gospel. How good it is, therefore, for poor,
lost, ruined sinners to know that One sinless
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Man has been where sin was reigning unto
death; that He lived a holy, righteous life, sin
having no power over Him; and that, though
He could have left the scene free from sin’s
wages, He stooped even unto death; and, for
all who believe on Him, and subject themselves
to Him, He brought (through death) the dominion
of sin to an end for ever.

How necessary, then, for all who hear the
gospel of the grace of God to come under the
rule of Him, who, in love to them, has in
Himself ended the dominion of sin and death,
and brought to light another empire—that of
grace—which, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
“reigns through righteousness unto eternal life .

May our reader be brought into this God-
given light in regard to His gracious reigning
power, and, by submission to the One Who
administers all blessing in this empire, even
Jesus Christ our Lord, come into the good of
God’s day of Salvation.

L. 0. Il.

A HEART~-BROKEN BURGLAR.

EARING a noise outside his house, he went
out and found a drunken man on the
pavement. Being an earnest Christian and a
preacher of the Gospel, instead of giving the
poor man in charge, he brought him into his
house and set him down in his study, where he
fell into a deep sleep. On waking, after a time,
he asked where he was, and was told, in a
preacher’s study. He then demanded drink, but
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was told he eould not give him that, but would
give him a cup of tea, and take one himself also.
The man became communicative, and told the
preacher he was a burglar, and in evidence pulled
a jemmy out of his pocket. His host asked him
to give it him as a souvenir, told him he would
pray for him, and bid him send for him if he was
ever in trouble.

Some years after, when the remembrance of
the incident had passed from his mind, after
preaching one evening a piece of paper was put
into his hand, bearing a request that he would
go and see a dying man. On reaching the
address given, he was directed to a miserable
garret in one of the slums, and there upon some
dirty sacks he found a dying man, who told him
that he was the man he had befriended on the
occasion above related, and reminded him that
he had asked to be sent for if the speaker was
in trouble. The Christian found that God had
been before him, and had wrought conviction in
the conscience of the burglar, who was now
broken before God. And what he desired was
to know how he might be saved.

The preacher gladly put the gospel of the
grace of God before him, which would show him
how God had sent His Son into the world and
that He had borne the sinner’s judgment on the
cross, and, having died for our sins, God had
raised Him from the dead, and given Him glory,
in proof of His perfect satisfaction with the work
He had wrought.

Before the preacher left him, the penitent thief
had put faith in the Saviour of sinners, and
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found peace with God (Rom. iv. 28-25; v. 1, 2);
like another repentant robber, who at ** the
eleventh hour ” met and believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ (Luke xxiii. 89-43). Both proofs
of that Scripture—*“a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise ”’ (Ps. li. 17).
You, my reader, are not a burglar, nor probably
a drunkard, but you are a sinner. You reply,
perhaps, ** How do you know ? I answer that,
although I do not know you, Gop says, * All
have sinned ” (Rom. iii. 23), and that takes in
you, me and every one else. You therefore
need repentance, and you need the Saviour
whom God has provided for all (1 Tim. i. 15).
But you may not have an eleventh-hour chance
of salvation. You may be cut off suddenly in
your sins! You have the present moment. It
is the day of grace, i.e., free unmerited favour,
the day of salvation. Close with God’s offer
of salvation, while you have the opportumty
“To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden
not your heart.” And you will not only be
safe for eternity, but you will have the joy of
this great salvation, and the enjoyment of the
love of God (Rom. v. 5) for the rest of your life
here. W. G. B.

EARLY SEEHRING, DIVINELY HONOURED.

HE writer became acquainted with the
subject of this paper more than forty
years ago; and the acquaintance has been kept
up in Christian fellowship ever since. Recently
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she has reminded him of her soul-exercises at
that time; and he now refers to them in the
hope that others, in their youthful days, may
be known both in heaven and on earth as early
seckers and happy finders. God has, through
His servant Solomon, expressed His Own desire
to encourage such. ‘‘ Those that seek Me early
shall find Me” (Prov. viii. 17).

S. B. was brought up in a small village in
Rutland. At the age of six her father took her
to a cottage meeting, where a certain local
preacher was speaking to his hearers from the
first three verses of the 14th chapter of John’s
Gospel.

The first thing that struck our young friend
was what the Lord said to His disciples after
assuring them that there would be room for
them in His Father’s house, *“ If it were not so, 1
would have told you . She thought it so open
and kind of Him to speak like that; and this
decided her to listen to all that the preacher had
to say about Him. In the course of his address
he earnestly pressed his hearers to give their
hearts to Him. This caused her to say within
herself, I should like to give Him mine, if He
woild have a little girl’s heart”; and then
listened all the more attentively, hoping that
the preacher would tell them how to do it. But
this he did not do.

On reaching home, she asked her mother how
to give her heart to the Lord ; but before her
mother had time to answer, she said, “Oh! I
know ", and turned away to speak to the Lord
for herself. In her own simple way she told the
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Lord that she should like to give her heart to
Him. * Please, Lord ”, she said, “ take it for
Thyself, and make me love Thee . She felt He
had heard her little prayer and that He would
take her for Himself. And no doubt the Lord
does appreciate every such desire toward Him-
self.

But she had yet to find out the evil in herself
—evil connected with the heart she had been
offering Him. Gradually, however, she did make
the discovery, and a disappointing one it was. In-
deed her mind became so disturbed and troubled,
that she thought no one felt as bad as she did.
Probably she did not then know that every
divinely-awakened soul makes a like discovery,
before settled peace is theirs. The truth is that,
not understanding the glad tidings of God’s
grace, she had been trying to meet the claims
of God’s law. Many are doing the same, but
there is a vast difference between the two. The
law was given by God to Moses; and by it
man’s love was tested. Grace was brought to
light by Jesus Christ, and in Him God’s love was
set forth. Tested by the law it was clearly
proved that sinful men did not love God. In the
glad tidings of His grace God plainly declares,
and undeniably proves, that He does love sinful
men ; and in a letter written by one who regarded
himself the “ chief of sinners”, this precious
truth has been put on record for us. (See Rom.
v. 8). ** God commendeth His love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”

[To be continued.]
- Geo. C.



TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PREACE.

EARLY SEEKING, DIVINELY HONOURED.
(Continued.)

WHAT God really desires is that man should

get such a sense of the badness of his own
heart that he will thoroughly distrust Aimself;
and get such proof of the loving kindness of
God’s heart that his confidence will be won by it.
God’s word speaks plainly of both. *‘ Blessed is
that man that maketh the Lord his trust” (Ps. xl.
4). * He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool
(Prov. xxviii. 26). Take a simple figure. A
man of abundant means, we will suppose, has
come to reside on the outskirts of a certain town.
A market gardener near the same town is, for
personal reasons, very desirous of coming into
favour with him. To effect this, he sends him
a present of early dessert apples, very choice,
from one of his best trees.

But on gathering some of the same for his
own use, a day later, he is astonished to find
that every apple is decayed at the core! On
closer examination he detects the cause to be
the inroads of a small, destructive insect. How
disappointed and mortified he feels! And with
a groan he cries, ‘* This is not the kind of thing
to win a gentleman’s favour! What will he
think of me after this ? ”

But in the midst of his vexation he gets
another surprise—a surprise of a very different

kind. It comes in a letter from the merchant
Vor. XXXIII. No. 6.
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himself. After thanking the giver for his gift,
he expresses deep sympathy with him, in that
which has come to his notice since receiving
the present. Having had long experience in
fruit growing himself, he tells the gardener that,
before the year is out, he greatly fears he will
have sad disappointment in his fruit crop; but
that should it prove to be so, he will find pleasure
in providing full compensation for his loss.
What a welcome surprise for him! Such
unexpected favour quite overcomes him. He
knows well enough that it is not through the
excellence of his own gift that the favour is
shown. He owes it entirely to the compassion-
ate kindness of this newly-found friend.

Now where the gardener was before receiving
this welcome letter, Susie was before receiving
the heaven-sent tidings. The gardener was
sorely troubled when he came to see the actual
condition of what he had given the merchant;
and, in a spiritual sense, it was the same both
with little S. B. and her father. But the latter
was the first to get his heart rightly directed,
and to come into happy liberty, both as to
hirrself and his sins.

At this time Susie was seven years of age,
and still troubled about herself. Hearing what
her father had to say about his newly-found
blessing only deepened her own heart-longings.
It was decided, therefore, that she should
accompany him to the next meeting. But there
was a distance to walk, and when the day came,
rain was falling. So after giving thanks for
the evening meal, she quietly asked God, as she
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sat, to make it fine for them : and though He
did not give her ‘ the request of her lips ’, He
did grant her “ the desire of her heart ”’; for
what she wanted He sent to the house. No.
sooner was their meal over than a knock was
heard at the door; and on opening it, they
found the preacher standing there. Ie had not
been long inside before he made inquiry of Susie
as to her soul’s welfare. Her reply was, “I am
trying to get to heaven, sir”. Whereon he
sought to show her that many were trying to do
the same thing; but it must be remembered
that nothing sinful can enter heaven, so that
unless they could entirely blot out their sinful
past and live a blameless life for the future, all
their *“trying to get to heaven” would be
utterly useless. But it was God’s great desire
to have man with Himself eternally; and He
alone could devise the way of accomplishing it.
This He did. His beloved Son was sent here;
and plainly He declared it. “1I am the way”,
He said. ““ No man cometh to the Father but by
Me” (John xiv. 6).

It was the delight of Jesus thus to carry out
His Father’s will, by doing a work that would
make man fit for God’s holy presence. He
would make Himself answerable for man’s sin,
and endure sin’s righteous penalty to the utter-
most; so that neither a charge against the
repentant offender, nor a spot upon him would
be left. All this was perfectly accomplished by
His precious death. The cup of condemnation
for all such was drained to the uttermost.

The preacher then opened his Bible and
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showed the anxious little seeker the three words
uttered by Jesus on the Cross, just before He
bowed His head in death—*IT 1s FINISHED
(John xix. 30). To draw her particular attention
to this great fact, he took up her tea-cup, and
after pouring what was left in it into the saucer,
he quietly said, “ How much is now left in the
cup ?” To make sure, she carefully looked
into it, and then said, *“ Not one drop!”’
Exactly. And in the cup which Jesus had
undertaken to drink for us, not one drop remained
when He said. ““ It is finished ”.
‘‘Death and the curse were in our cup—

O Christ ’twas full for Thee.”

The light of the gospel of peace, by the Spirit’s
power, dawned upon her wondering soul at last.
She could now see that all her struggling for
self-satisfaction was a mistake. Through the
finished work of Christ her conscience was
satisfied, her load was lifted, her heart was
happy; and that night found her upon her
knees, gratefully thanking the Lord for what His
love had done, by dying in her stead and finish-
ing the great work which only He could do.
Her words may have been few, but with true
sincerity she could, no doubt, have said :—

Satisfied with God’s glad tidings, T ain blest ;
In the finished work of Jesus I can rest ;
May His precious Name be honoured and confessed.

And why should not you, dear reader, be able
to say the same? But do not forget that your
day of opportunity may end suddenly, and at any

moment.
Geo. C.
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A SOLDIER'S ACCOUNT OF HIS
CONVERSION.

(This was taken down by a Christian friend, and appeared
in a Gospel Magazine forty years ago).

RICHARD W was a private in one of

our British regiments of the line. At the
time he was first brought under my notice, he
was happily resting in the finished work of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and endeavouring to bear
a testimony for Him in the trying position of a
military life. He was then a lone man in the
world, if we may so speak. A true Christian is
never really alone ; for *“ The Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother ” never leaves him.

Richard had a father and sister living, but,
through the various changes of a soldier’s life,
he had lost sight of them for more than a year.
As he had no one to write to him, my letters, I
found, were very welcome. He gave me the
following account of how the Lord awakened
him from a state of total indifference.

“ I was reading a novel, and as I read I could
see myself in the villain’s place. He died
without fear of God or man; and I thought
what a fearful thing it would be if God should
call me into account as I stood. I had a little
teat-book, which I got when in Belfast. The
fifty-first Psalm was in it, and I read those
verses : ‘ Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot
out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me.” 1 prayed to God to create in me a clean
heart, and to hide His face from my sins; and
His loving ear was open to my cry !
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“About a fortnight after this, one Lord’s-day
evening, I-went to a little meeting in a brother
soldier’s hut; and there I found I could have
eternal life by believing on the Son of God. He
Himself said : * Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that believeth on Me hath everlasting life’ (John
vi. 47). It seemed very simple how the dear
Lord revealed HimsErLF—to me ; and I was able
to believe on Him as my own personal Saviour.
I could see that God had laid my sins on Jesus,
and that if they were laid on Him, they could no
longer be a burden to bow me down. I read in
His word, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanseth us from all sin’; so I knew my sins
were hidden from God, because the blood of
Jesus Christ had blotted them all out, and so
the Father could look in love on me. Then I
could cry, ‘Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed on me,” that I should be
reckoned amongst the sons of God (1 John iii. 1).
May He keep me at His feet, emptied of self, that
my joyful experience may be, * For me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Richard was anxious to find his relatives, and
to tell them of the Saviour he had found ; and it
pleased the Lord to allow him to do so very
shortly before his regiment sailed for the seat
of war in the distant East. He and a dear
comrade in the same regiment are now bearing
testimony for their Lord in that far-off field;
and we trust that the God who sustained and
delivered the soldier-king David in scenes of
bloodshed, will protect them, and make them
more than conquerors through Him who loveth
us.
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Now reader, what of your soul ? Have you ever
been under real conviction for sin ? Has your
heart ever been so bowed in sorrow before God,
that like Israel’s convicted King, you have been
made to cry, “ Create in me a clean heart, O God ;
and renew a right spirit within me > ? If that is
your state now, may you, like the humbled
soldier referred to, be brought to believe that
“ the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth
from all sin ”’, you will then be reckoned amongst
the ““ sons of God ”, and become *‘ a good soldier
of Jesus Christ ’ (2 Tim. ii. 8).

K. B. K.

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR
STRENGTH.

Nehemiah viii. 10.

DO you ever think, dear reader, of the joys

of Christ ? He was indeed the *‘ Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief”; and as
such He endears Himself to those who come to
Him, but He had His joys. We read in Luke
x. 21, “ In that hour Jesus r¢joiced in spirit, and
said, I thank thee O Father . . . that thou hast
revealed these things to babes ” (that is, to little
children). What things, we may ask? The
things connected with the Person of Christ.
Two things were before our Lord at that time,
the overthrow of Satan’s power over men; and,
on the other hand, that the names of His disciples
(whom He regarded as the little children) were
written ¢n feaven. They were registered there
and that was a joy to Christ. Is it so with you,
dear reader ?
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If we now pass on to chapter xv., there is the
record of another joy, the finding of a lost sheep
which He, the Shepherd, lays on His shoulders
rejoicing. It is an overflowing joy, for He calls
on others to rejoice with Him. “ There is joy
in heaven . In Exod. xv. there is a song of
rejoicing. It is sung by Moses (whom we may
there regard as a type of Christ, the Captain of
salvation) and the children of Israel. Jehovah
had triumphed gloriously ; He had in mercy led
forth the people He had redeemed, and guided
them in His strength to His holy habitation.
He had ““led them by the right hand of Moses
with his glorious arm ” (Isa. Ixiii. 12), and we
may say that His people rejoiced in His joy.

Let us look now at the passage in Nehemiah.
Jehovah had brought back a remnant of His
people from Babylon, and in the face of enemies
and opposition, the walls of Jerusalem had been
rebuilt. Nehemiah then gathered the people
together, and their genealogy as Israelites was
proved. They were God’s Israel. To this
assembly KEzra, the priest, read the law of the
Lord from the morning to the midday.
It was a sorrowful time and the people
wept. They must have been conscious
that it was breaking the law of God, which had
brought them into captivity and desolation.
But that which marked the moment was the
joy of the Lorp, and if the Lord rejoices sorrow
must be silent. It was His joy to bring back
this remnant to Jerusalem and they must not
rob Him of that joy. The people are exhorted
to let that joy be their strength. How God
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delights in mercy ! (Micah vii. 18). All was
weakness with Israel, but the joy of the Lord
was to be their strength.

This leads me to speak of another joy of
Christ which we find in Ps. cxxii. It is a song
of David the Beloved. “I was glad” (the
Spirit of Christ speaks) “ when they (the remnant
of Israel) said unto Me, let us go into the House
of Jehovah . It is a joy of Christ to lead the
heart of the feeblest believer into participation
with His own joys—His joy is to gather to
Himself and to God out of this world of sin. It
is said of Him when in the world, * God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself ”.
What a mystery of love! Do you, dear reader,
understand this mystery ? Christ went into
death itself in all its horror to make a way out
of it, and reconcile him who believes #0 God.
Listen to the Father’s utterance of joy—‘‘ This
my son was dead and is alive again, he was lost
and is found, and they began to be merry

Come with me to one more scene in John iv.
Jesus must needs go through Samaria, and this
‘needs be’ took Him to Sychar’s well. We
know the story of His interview with the
Samaritan woman there, and of its outcome.
She got a taste of living water from the lips of
Jesus, and went away to tell others of Him.
At that moment His disciples came back from
their visit to buy food, and *‘ prayed Him, saying,
Master, eat”. He said unto them, ‘1 have
meat to eat that ye know not of "—the secret
comes out, His heart had been satisfied by doing
the will of Him that sent Him. It was HIS
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Father’s will that He should find that stranger
at the well, and open to her the fountain of the
Father’s love which flowed through His lips to
her. Blessed Lord Jesus! What a joy was
thine! Meat to eat that others knew not of,
and the fields of this world were to yield a harvest
of precious grain for the joy of the Son of the
Father’s love.

Christian reader, cannot we who have been
won by the grace of Jesus go in the strength of
such meat, as we taste of the joy of the Lord
Jesus in our own souls ? Surely we can.

T. H. R.

SET FREE, OR HELD CAPTIVE.

PERHAPS the last thing we are naturally

prepared to admit is that we are not free;
that we are under the bondage of sin. Yet how
true it is! * Surely every man walketh in a
vain show ” (Ps. xxxix. 6). Apparently free in
his actions, carrying out his own thoughts; yet
under the discerning eye of God, he is seen to be
walking ‘‘ according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience ”* (Eph. ii. 2)—a captive
held by his subtle deception, on the one hand,
and by the pleasures of sin on the other.

There is only One who is able to meet the
case of such a captive and set him free. It is
the mighty Servant of Jehovah, His Holy One,
who has already exposed the enemy’s decep-
tion, done God’s will, and will eventually
establish that will in the universe.  All authority

&



SET FREE, OR HELD CAPTIVE 93

is now placed in His hands, and in “ the day of
salvation ” He can say to the prisoners, *“ Go
forth”, and to them that are in darkness,
* Show yourselves ”. That day of salvation as
foretold by Isaiah (chap. xlix) is Now. And let
it be noted, the word is to the “isles ”’, and the
‘“nations from far”. So that any prisoner,
anywhere, wanting liberty from the slavery of
sin under Satan’s power may be set free Now.
You and I, once poor benighted Gentiles, are
now favoured with light from above through
the declaration of the gospel.

Most people are ready enough to admit that
they are sinners. It seems to be accepted as a
general term. But admit they are bond-slaves,
Never! The Jews, with the Roman yoke
heavy upon them, indignantly retorted to the
Lord Jesus, that they were * never in bondage
to any man . But He, the Truth, had said to
them, *“ If ye continue in My word, then are ye
My disciples indeed, and ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free ” (John viii.
81, 32). It is the aim of the enemy of souls to
keep men in ignorance of the truth about God,
and His thoughts of good toward them; and
so succeeded with the Jews that, °through
ignorance ’, they actually crucified the gracious,
loving Saviour.

We remember reading of some slaves on a
slave ship, who were deluded by those who had
captured them to believe that the English
tortured all the slaves they captured ; and when
the English ship, employed in the suppression
of the slave traffic, bore down upon the privateer,
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they actually helped the slave dealers to fire on
their would-be rescuers !

Thus does “ the god of this world blind the
minds of them that believe not ” (2 Cor. iv. 4).
But, blessed be God, the gospel of the glory of
Christ, like a precious light, is still shining.
“ Now is the day of salvation.”

May its emancipating beams shine into your
heart, reader, if it has not yet done so. The
One who has revealed God—His Own Son—is
still on the throne of God; and all the glorious
results of His finished work are available to all.

You may have read that when Paul and Silas
were thrown into the dungeon at Philippi, that
they sang praises to God, and the prisoners
heard them. They were the praises of free
liberated men, once prisoners themselves; and
their songs of victory and joy were for the benefit
of other prisoners.

May you hear in the gospel the voice of Him,
the Lord Jesus, who has broken the power of
Satan, and borne the judgment due to sin, that
He might say to the prisoners, ‘Go’ forth’.
How gladly He does so! But let it be remem-
bered that the insidious bondage of sin is not a
temporary term, such as prisoners of earth serve ;
it has an eternal consequence.

The gracious One, who alone had power to
forgive sins, had to say to some, * Ye shall die
in, your sins”’; and in Revelation xx. we read
that those who die in their sins are raised and
judged according to their works.

How blessed, then, to be made free, in this
day of salvation! But if we are not set free we
are still held captive. L. 0. L.
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THE POWER OF HIS NAME.

“ For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”—RoMaNs x, 18.

A YOUNG Christian was returning from work

in an Irish city a few weeks ago. There
had been riots in the city a day or two previous
to this, but things were now considered fairly
safe and quiet. Without any apparent reason,
our young friend felt, as he himself told me,
“ a sudden desire to call upon the Lord ”. He
breathed the words, ** Lord Jesus !’ The next
moment a shot was fired at him from behind,
and only just missed him. He ran away and,
through God’s goodness, escaped.

“The NAME of the Lord is a strong tower ;
the righteous runneth into it and is safe.”” The
above instance shows that this Name is a tower
of strength even in connection with temporal
deliverance ; how much more, then, in connec-
tion with the soul’s eternal welfare !

The name sets forth the Person. Christ is
Lord. He is Lord to bless us, just as Joseph
was Lord over all the land of Egypt. The
obligation of the people in regard to Joseph was
to bow the knee to him (Gen. xli. 48). Then
when the years of famine came, they could look
to Joseph for sustenance.

Christ has been into death, has met every
demand of God’s holy throne and accomplished

Vor. XXXIII. No. 7.
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our redemption. God has highly exalted Him,
and has conferred untold glories upon Him as
Man. In His name is preached the forgiveness
of sins, and in Him all that believe are justified.
from all things. The power of His name is such
that all the powers of darkness flee before it,
as the following true narrative will show.

In the course of his business a Christian man
had occasion to call at the shop of a young
woman in Lancashire, whom he knew to be a
believer. On this particular morning he found
her in great grief. Desiring to help and comfort
her, he urged her to tell him the cause of her
trouble. K¥or a while she demurred, but after
some persuasion related the following.

She had a young woman lodging with her
who, it transpired, was a spiritunalist. They
shared the same bedroom. Her lodger was so
under the influence of evil spirits that she got
no rest at pight. She would suddenly sit up
in bed, shriek, tear her hair, and conduct herself
like one distracted. Her landlady had repeatedly
given her notice to leave, but she would not go ;
and the young Christian was now on the verge
of despair. '

Her visitor began by asking her if she had
overlooked the fact that the Lord Jesus, Whom
she trusted as her Saviour, was also Satan’s
Master, whose servant the spiritualist was.
What was happening only proved, said he, the
kind of master Satan is. He then advised her
to read God’s word, some chapter that speaks
about the Lord Jesus, and to address the Lord
in prayer aloud before going to rest.
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He did not see her again for some days. When
next he called, the look of distress had given
place to one of calm peace. The young woman
informed him that she had acted on his advice,
and had confessed the name of the Lord in the
presence of the spiritualist, with the result that
she left her the next day.

“Bhus, as another has beautifully put it :—

“ Disease, and death, and demon
) All fled before His word,
As darkness the dominion

Of day’s returning lord.”

Has my rcader ever expericnced the power
of this wonderful Name ? There is no name like
it. It is unique; for ** there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved ” (Acts iv. 12). Are you burdened
with a load of sin ? The name of Jesus (Saviour)
tells you that He died for you, and bore the
penalty of your guilt. Is it a restless, weary,
joyless heart that troubles you ? You will find
in the glory-crowned Saviour the solution of all
your ‘“ hard questions”. Turn to Him now.
He can fully meet your case, for He never
failed anyone who trusted Him. i

If you belong to the class of indifferent souls,
then let us remind you that this great Name will
one day claim your attention and compel sub-
mission ; for ““ at the NAME OF JESUS every
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth, and that
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father* (Phil.

i. 10, 11). W. L—s.
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DELIVERED AND MADE MEET.

HE salvation of God is in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Salvation is deliverance from the
power of Satan and sin ; and no man can deliver
himself. It brings a soul fo God in a state of
satisfaction and rest. ¢ Christ suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us
to God.” The saved soul is delivered from the
power of darkness, and translated into the
kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Col. i. 13).
This is strikingly illustrated in the case of the
poor man whom the Lord met in the country of
the Gadarenes. See Mark v. 1-20. The actual
condition in which the Lord met him illustrates
the state of every unsaved person. He had no
home, but was dwelling in the mountains and
in the tombs; that is, a place of desolation and
death. Such is this world, a place where man
wanders about without rest or an abiding home.
It is indeed a place of desolation and death.
This man was possessed by an unclean spirit;
he was controlled by this evil power, a legion of
demons. If he spoke, it was the demon in him
which spoke, his actions were governed by this
unclean spirit. His mind was perverted; he
was insane and seeking to destroy himself;
he was totally uncontrollable; no one could
subdue him, for he broke all the fetters that
men put upon him. Such is the spiritual state
of every unsaved person.
This poor man was utterly helpless to deliver
himself ; and men’s efforts to deliver him were
equally unavailing. There is a great deal of
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human effort put forth to-day in the endeavour
to subdue men, such as legal restrictions, religious
observances, or certain human rules of morality
(teetotalism, and the like). But in his un-
subdued passions man breaks through them all,
and is left as he was, the helpless slave of Satan
and of sin.

There is, however, another unseen controlling
power on earth, a power which can deliver. It
is the power of the Lord, exercised by the Spirit
of God. That power is actively working in grace
to-day, for the salvation of men. It might have
been exercised in judgment for the destruction
of God’s enemies ; but this is a day of grace, a
day of salvation. Man’s weakness has become
the opportunity for the display of God’s saving
power. Man’s sinful condition has become the
occasion for the display of God’s saving grace.
In the Lord Jesus, God has raised up One who
is able to save men from the power of Satan
and sin. He has already entered into the domain
of Satan, that is, into death; and by so doing
has vanquished Satan’s power, annulled death,
and gained a great victory. This He has proved
in His resurrection from among the dead.

* By weakness and by death
He won the mead and crown,
Trod all our foes beneath His feet
By being trodden down.”

He has thus proved Himself to be great
enough to deliver men from Satan’s power. He
is God’s salvation to the ends of the earth for
every one. ‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” But there is no
salvation in any other.
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Now let us consider the state of the saved one
{Mark v. 15). He is found with Jesus, ** sitting,
and clothed, and in his right mind ”’. It is the
picture of man brought to God, in a state of
satisfaction and rest. How blessed to be at rest
in the presence of God, and the heart satisfied
in the enjoyment of His love. But for this we
must be clothed, and brought into a right state
of mind ; that is, we must have right thoughts
of God. We have all this in Christ Jesus; He is
God, and has personally declared the truth as to
God. He has manifested God. In all His life
here amongst men, in all His manners, words,
and works, He has declared the true character
of God. In Jesus, as He is depicted in the
gospels, we see God in a man, God manifest in
flesh. He is the Truth. ¢ Grace and truth
subsist by Jesus Christ.” The only way in
which we can come to know God is by believing
in the One in Whom He has been. revealed.
“God was in Christ.” Jesus means Jehovah a
Saviour; God in a Man. In receiving the truth
as set forth in Him, we come to know God, and
thus we are delivered from Satan’s lies and
deceptive influence. We come to trust God,
and to love Him.

Then to be happily with God, we must be
clothed in that which suits the presence of God.
We could not be with God in our nakedness.
If men appear before God naked, or in a garment
which He has not provided, they will be cast
out, cast into outer darkness for ever. But
we need not be naked, God has provided a
covering for us; and if He has provided one, it
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must of necessity be a garment that suits Him.
This, too, we find in Christ Jesus. * Christ is
the end of the law, for righteousness to every one
that believeth.” That righteousness is for all;
but it is only upon all that believe. Yet though
God has provided righteousness for all, in Christ,
there will be found in the day of judgment those
who will stand naked before the throne. They
have despised that which God has provided
for them, and they will be cast into the lake of
fire.

Now when clothed in divine righteousness,
and having got right thoughts about God, we
c'early see that all the grace which has come
to us in Jesus is the fruit of His love; and in
the enjoyment of the love of God we find satis-
faction and rest, and get the comfort of sitting in
the presence of God.

What a contrast to the state of the unsaved !

Those found in this happy condition are, like
that man, ready to be sent forth as witnesses for
Christ in the place where He has been rejected ;
witnesses to the grace and power they have found
in Him, and which saves them; and the same
grace will preserve and support them in their
testimony.

And now, my dear reader, will you not embrace
this ‘ great salvation’, presented to you in this
blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ? To-day
is your opportunity, to-morrow may be foo
lete. o~

F.IL B,
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DEADLY MISREPRESENTATION.

T has been the aim of the adversary from the
beginning to deny God’s righteousness and
ignore His kindness, but by the coming of Jesus
into manhood, both were perfectly set forth;
and, ever since, his device has been to falsify
God’s Gospel concerning Him, and to induce
men to ignore Him. Take an example. The
writer was recently speaking to a man of intelli-
gence on the subject of the soul’s security. A
recent illness had made him think of it. He
said his idea had previously been that when
a man comes to the end of his history in this
world, God would take account of all that he
had done, good and bad ; that all the good deeds
would be put on one side of the account, and all
the bad on the other. If a balance could be proved
on the side of the good, he would be taken to
heaven, and the bad not reckoned against him. X
But if this were true, reader, and only one
sinful creature taken to heaven on that ground,
there would, at least, be one witness in heaven
for all eternity who could say that, as far as
he was concerned, the gift of God the Father
and the atoning sufferings of the Son were totally
unnecessary ! 'What marvellous audacity so to
treat God’s marvellous kindness! Every angel
in heaven would so regard it; for what could
better suit the ends of the great adversary ?

As it is to be feared, alas, that like thoughts
are becoming sadly common, let us look at it a
little more closely. By way of illustration, let
us suppose that you are a man of business, and
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have a customer who has got heavily into your
debt. In response to urgent demands for
payment, he comes one day to see you. Looking
very pleasant, he says he has come to tell you
that he is now fully resolved to pay ready money
for all he gets; for that he has been given to
understand that when his future cash payments
amount to more than his past debts, you will
clear him of all he owes! Would you not count
such a thing as absolute madness, and plainly
tell him so? Especially would it be so if you
knew that he had been told, more than once,
of one who would be willing to take the whole
responsibility of his debt, if he wished it; but
that he had .harboured a very bitter feeling
against this man for years, and when the offer
was made he had angrily refused it, and said
he would certainly never be beholden to him
for anything whatsoever! Now do you think
he would go away from Yyou looking as self-
satisfied as he came ? We leave you, reader, to
apply the simple figure; earnestly beseeching
you, as you value your precious soul, to beware
of such deceptions. The reality of a guilty
history, be assured, must be faced one day by
every one of us. It shall even be as when a
hungry man dreameth, and behold he eateth ;
but he awaketh, and his soul is empty > (Isa.
xxix. 8). “ Bread of deceit is sweet to a man
(said Solomon), but afterwards his mouth shall
be filled with gravel” (Prov. xx. 17). And
what satisfaction can a hungry man, waking up,
find in a mouthful of gravel stones ? Remember,
this striking figure is God’s ; and such will surely
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be the waking up of every soul who allows himself
to treat God’s Gospel with indifference; and to
accept any deception that would make the
exercise of God’s marvellous kindness unnecessary,
solemn beyond words to express! .}  Geo. C.

A GOSPEL FOR TO-MORROW
AND

A GOSPEL FOR TO-DAY.

(2 Kings vii. 1; HEBREWS iil. 15.)

L

’T“’AS a Gospel for fo-morrow,

Proclaimed by one of old,

To people who were perishing
In misery untold.

"Twas a gospel-for to-morrow,

They heard the welcome sound,
Those sufferers of grim famine

Who thronged the streets around.

"Twas a gospel for to-morrow,
One night they still must wait,
Then would deliverance reach them
E’en in Samaria’s gate.

"Twas a gospel for to-morrow,
The morn should bring relief,

But one received the tidings
With scorn and unbelief.
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’Twas a gospel for to-morrow,
“ Then plenty there shall be,

But thou shalt never eat thereof
Though food thine eyes shall see.”

Came abundance on the morrow,
But sad that scorner’s fate,
He died in sight of plenty
E’en in Samaria’s gate.

1I.

"Tis a gospel for the present,
A pospel for to-day,

Is there only one who scorns it
Just one who turns away ?

Tis a gospel for the present,
"Tis preached to all around,
There are thousands who refuse it,
Are you among them found ?

"Tis a gospel for the present,
With joy we may proclaim
Salvation now through Jesus Christ,
But in * none other name ” (Acts iv. 10-12).

"Tis a gospel for the present,
To-morrow it may be

The Lord will come and call His own
His glorious face to see.

"Tis a gospel for the present,
Receive it ere too late,

For unbelief that scorner fell
¥’en in Samaria’s gate. 4 4 &
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PERFECT PATTERN.

BEING pardoned, and having peace with God,
I now need a pattern to walk by as I go
through this world on my way to glory ; and the
same blessed person through whom I have pardon
and peace, becomes my pattern. * Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example that we
should follow His steps™ (1 Peter ii. 21); he
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also
so to walk even as He walked (1 John ii. 6). We
become more and more like what we are occupied
with. If we are occupied with the world, we
become worldly ; if with ourselves, selfish; but
being occupied with Christ, we become Christ-like
When I went to school I had a copy set me to
write ; being desirous of pleasing, I endeavoured
to copy the headline exactly : on looking at it
my schoolmaster praised me for the first line,
but found fault with the lines which followed,
as being each one more unlike the headline. I
assured him that I had done my best, when he
kindly pointed out the secret of my failure : my
first line was well written, because I had kept
my eye steadfastly on the headline, which I
failed to do in writing the second and following
lines, and thus my copy grew worse and worse ;
since I have been converted I have profited by
my school lesson, and have endeavoured to

keep my eye on the headline—Christ. -

“ Oh, fix our earnest gaze,
So wholly, Lord, on Thee,
That with Thy beauty occupied
We elsewhere none may see.”

H. M. HL.
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IS IT SAFE?

HE *“ SAFETY FIRST ” Society has done
much to diminish all kinds of dangerous
accidents in our crowded streets. Great publicity
has been given to the subject on ’buses, trams,
ete., and rightly so. Greater efforts to preserve
life have been made of late, and no doubt a
great measure of success has attended these
efforts, for which we are devoutly thankful.
And when we think of the awful loss of life
through the great war, ““ Safety first " may well
be our motto, and ““Is it safe?” our enquiry.
Only the other week, in spite of such warnings, a
woman stepped off the curb to cross the road,
close to my house, and, alas, a motor-lorry
crushed her to death in a moment. In spite
of all warnings such things happen.

Dear reader, if this had been your case, what
about another kind of safety—soul safety?
Even if we escape all such outward dangers,
sickness comes to us all, and death may knock
at our own door any day. Is it safe to go on as
we are ? Can we dare to leave the question of
eternity unsettled ? Are not our souls of infinite
value ? “ What shall it profit a man if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? ”
{Mark wviii. 86). God has spoken to us in the
gospel ; and has unfolded all His love and grace
in Christ.

Vor. XXXIII. No. 8.
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Jesus, in infinite love and mercy, took upon
Himself the whole question of our sins, and our
sinful nature, and has finished the mighty work
of redemption. He has died for the ungodly,
for sinners, for enemies (Rom. v. 6, 8, 10). God
has raised Him from the dead, and crowned Him
with glory and honour. On the ground of His
death and resurrection, God is now proclaiming
a free salvation to all; and the Lord Jesus
Christ i1s found to be a perfect Saviour by all
who, having seen their danger and said ‘“ Safety
first ”’, have put their trust in Him.

How safe, how eternally secure, are all who, as
lost sinners, have put in their claim for the lost
sinner’s Saviour! Noah and his family were
safe in the ark, but judgment overtook all who
were outside. Those ‘in Christ ’ now are safe
and safe for ever; but only such. “I'm in
Christ, and that’s everything,” said a beloved
parent to me, ere he passed off this scene to be
with Christ.

But, dear reader, it is not safe to put off this
question of your soul’s salvation. If you are
not yet saved, let me warn you of your danger.
Let me beseech you to wake up from any false
security. How true are those lines :—

* Time was is past; thou canst not it recall.
Time is thou hast ; then use the moments small.

Time future is not; and may never be.
The present is the only time for thee.”

Make sure first; make sure of your soul’s
salvation now. ‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Commit
yourself to Him as God’s perfect provision for
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your soul’s deepest need, and He will become
your own personal Saviour. The value of His
finished work, His death and resurrection, will
all be yours. It will then not only be * safety
first ”’, but eternal salvation, eternal life, eternal
inheritance will all be yours. What folly it is,
therefore, to go on without Christ; to allow the
things of time to rob you of eternal bliss! Oh,
delay no longer. ‘‘ Behold, now is the accepted
time. Behold, now is the day of salvation”
(2 Cor. vi. 2). ~

T. E. P,
“HIM WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DO.”

OW often has it been said that each one,
sooner or later, must have to do with God.
Happy it is for the one who has to do with Him
in this world, now that it is the day of His grace.
I would point out three instances of this set
before us in Seripture.

My readers are doubtless all familiar with
the history of Joseph, the dearly loved son of his
father Jacob. Sent by his father to enquire for
the welfare of his brethren, but hated by them
because God had been pleased to speak to him
in dreams—they *“ sold him into Egypt, but God
was with him, and delivered him out of all his
afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in
the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he
made him governor over Egypt.” In all this
God was moving the wheels of His government.
“ Moreover ”, we read, *“ He called for a famine
upon the land; He brake the whole staff of
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bread.” He it was that had sent Joseph before
them. How little did his brethren know of the
seven years of drought, nor had they a thought
of relief through the one they had sold, and
* whose feet had been hurt with fetters.”

Driven by the famine down into Egypt, they
met Joseph but did not know him. He was
perhaps the last person whom they would wish
to meet, and Joseph used his knowledge of them
with divine wisdom and skill, and thus brought
their sin against him to their remembrance,
though his behaviour was a mystery to them.
It was when the Lord had filled Peter’s boat with
fish that Peter felt what a sinner he was in the
Lord’s presence. So there came the moment
when Joseph made Himself known to his
brethren. How will he do it ? Every one must
withdraw so that he might be alone with them—
Alone were they with the one they had hated
and sold! and completely in his power! He
wept aloud as he said to his brethren :—

“1 am JosepH.”

Who was the reconciler here ? Not only had
Joseph delivered them from famine, but as he
kissed them all and wept upon them, they were
set at ease in his presence. Happy reconciliation !

Does your heart, my reader, respond to this
early witness of the grace of God to sinners;
witnessed again with redoubled force when we
read our Lord’s account of the father falling on
the neck of his prodigal son and kissing him.
In this case it was also a famine that brought
him back.

I pass on to another scene. A young man,

'y
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Saul, stood by and kept the clothes of those who
murdered Christ’s martyr, Stephen. So far from
being touched by the martyr’s prayer for those
who stoned him, he resolved if possible to blot
out the Name of Jesus from the earth, for he
hated it. Not content with making havoc of the
assembly in Jerusalem, and breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord, he persecuted them even to strange
cities. On the road to Damascus for this purpose,
suddenly he was arrested by a light from heaven
which shone round about him, and he fell to the
earth, and heard a voice saying to him, * Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thon Me ?” It was no
voice of angry demand, but a voice that reached
Saul’s inner man as he said, *“ Who art thou,
Lord ?” And the Lord said,
“I aM JEsUS

whom thou persecutest.”” He was in the presence
of the One whom he had hated. What a
discovery he made! What more will Jesus say
to him? He could have commanded him into
the abyss of darkness and misery. Ah! no, the
Jesus who spoke to him, the Jesus whom he had
persecuted, quietly but with authority, for He
was Lord, bade him ‘° Arise’’—wondrous word of
grace—*‘ and go into the city, and it shall be told
thee what thou must do.” He had become
Christ’s captive, henceforth to be led in triumph
by Him.

My reader, Have you ever found yourself in
the presence of Jesus ? Have those words “ I
am Jesus ”’ sounded in the secret of your soul ?
If it has, what discoveries you have made! First,
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as to yourself and your own sinfulness; and
secondly, as to the salvation wrought out for
you at Calvary. You must in spirit be near Ilim
in order to know what a Saviour He is.

Now let me conduct my reader to a period in
the history of those who knew Jesus and were
His disciples when He was here upon earth.
They were crossing a stormy sea, and Jesus was
not with them in bodily presence (Matt. xiv.
22-27). He had gone up into a mountain to
pray. The wind was contrary to them, and the
ship was tossed with the waves; but the eye of
Jesus was upon them, and He saw them toiling
in rowing (Mark vi. 48), and in the fourth watch
of the night He went to them walking on the
sea. He could have stilled the contrary wind
and calmed the sea, but He did not ; and instead
gave them His presence. They thought it was an
apparition, and this increased their fear. Then
came to them the words, *“ Be of good cheer,

ITis I;
be not afraid.”” Arc things contrary, dear
Christian reader, and your heart troubled ?
Hearken—do you hear His voice, “ It is I.”” Be
then of good cheer. If Christ’s presence is with
you, the wind and waves are moving you on to
the shore whither you are going.
¢ Safe to the land, safe to the land,
The end is this—
And then with Him go hand in hand,

Far into bliss.”

Till that moment may the words “ It is I”
be our cheer through all the difficulties of the
way. He surely sees our toil, and His words are
our cheer. ' T H. R,
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“GOD’'S MARVELLOUS KINDNESS."

WHAT David experienced of God’s loving

kindness evidently filled his own heart
with admiring wonder. But what has since
come to light shows that it is marvellous beyond
anything that David experienced of it. Indeed
it has been set forth in all its absolute perfection
by God’s beloved Son. ‘““No man hath seen
God at any time ; the only begotten Son, in the
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him ”
(John i. 18). Jesus came from heaven and took
human form for that very purpose. *‘ The Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth,” and from His own blessed lips we
hear it. ‘‘ IHe that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father ” (John xiv. 9). That which marked
His holy life was kindness to all who came near
Him-—*marvellous kindness’ ; kindness expressed
both in deeds and words. But the crowning
wonder was revealed at the end. Jesus had
told them that God is ‘“ kind to the unthankful
and to the evil” (Luke vi. 85). But if man’s
sin is hateful to His holy nature, and righteous-
ness demands that it shall not escape His just
judgment, how can He consistently gratify Iis
desire to have man at rest in His presence
eternally ? How can He express kindness to
such beings, and at the same time effectually
stop the mouth of the great accuser? The
answer is found in the death and resurrection
of His beloved Son; and public proclamation
is made of the same by the Holy Ghost sent
from heaven after the holy Sulferer had been
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glorified. And the result will be eternally
abiding to His praise; for ‘““in the ages to come
He will show the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus ”
(Eph. ii. 7). Blessed be God, ‘‘ the Father sent
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” The
Holy One of God became a voluntary Surety for
the guilty ; and ‘‘ suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust that He might bring us to God.”
Thus, at an unutterable cost to Himself, Jesus
expressed the kindness of God to sinful men.
Even while hanging on the cross of shame, words
were heard from His dying lips which are enough
to convince the hardest heart that His marvel-
lous kindness remained unchanged, ‘ Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they
do.”

This gracious request was simply another
lovely witness of His Father’s kindness ; and in
the repentant robber’s blessing we find a heaven
rejoicing answer on the spot. All this was in
accord with what had been written of Him in
earlier days (see Neh. ix. 17): * Thou art a
God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness.”

Then the witness of this kindness did not end
with the Saviour’s departure to heaven. Not-
withstanding the treatment He had received
from the city He wept over, His disciples were
“ endued with power from on high ” to preach
remission of sins in His name, and told to *“ begin
at Jerusalem ”’! Though in the martyrdom of
Stephen the same deadly hatred to His name was
manifested ; through the opened heavens this
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faithful disciple was given to see his rejected
Lord standing at God’s right hand ; and kneeling
down he cried, in the hearing of his murderers,
“ Lord, lay not this sin to their charge,” and
then, we are told, in the midst of a shower of
stones, ‘‘ he fell asleep ” (Acts vii. 60). What
was this but a continued witness of the marvel-
lous kindness which shone in His gracious Master
when He was here. A little later Stephen’s
prayer was answered, for one of those promi-
nently identified with this outrage—Saul of
Tarsus—was arrested on his way to Damascus,
where he intended to make further havoe of
the saved of the Lord. “ Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me ? ”’ was heard from heaven,
and tender pity was in it. “ It is hard for thee !’
We know the result. He trembled and was
astonished. “ Trembled ” to think of what he
was found doing, and astonished to find such
gracious kindness in the One he hated. Then,
years after, when it came to his lot along with
Silas to suffer like treatment at Philippi, the
kindness of God was again witnessed. With
backs torn by the many stripes laid upon them,
they were thrust into the inner prison, and their
feet made fast in the stocks; but all this did
not make them question God’s kindness : their
confidence was still in Him. “ They prayed and
sang praises to God ” at midnight, we are told,
and the other prisoners heard them. Then by
an earthquake God shook the prison to its founda-
tions ; doors were thrown open and bonds were
loosed; and when the trembling keeper
approached he heard Paul saying with a loud
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voice, “ Do thyself no harm, we are all here.”
His heart and conscience were reached, and falling
down before them he said, ‘“ Sirs, what must I
do to be saved ?” The happy result is well
known. The repentant jailor welcomed the news
with rejoicing. Angels in heaven were witnesses
of God’s joy in it, and His servants on earth
were permitted to share it. Well may our hearts
agree with David when he said, *“ Whoso is wise
and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord
(Ps. cvii. 43).
Geo. C.

A SEARCHING ENQUIRY,

—_—————

party of five young men set out together
cycling to Cornwall, saying they would
have ‘ the time of their life, and go the whole
hogg ! With this determination they entered
into every kind of amusement and dissipation.
One of their number related to a servant of
the Lord how it turned out for him. At the
end of the week, as they got to their destination,
his companions were so far gone with drink that
he had to see them all to bed at night, and then
retired to his own room. After closing the door
the voice of conscience was heard; and one
serious question challenged him. It was this:
“ What will be the end of all this?”
Deeply impressed that God was speaking to
him, he felt greatly disturbed in heart and mind
regarding the sinfulness of the course they were
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taking, and there can be no doubt that the Spirit
of God was at work in his soul. His sins rose up
before him like a black mountain; and with
this an earnest desire for God’s forgiveness. He
knelt at his bedside, and poured forth his heart
to God, confessing with shame what he had been
guilty of. The thought of the Lord Jesus came
before him, and he earnestly sought Him as his
Saviour. He could not sleep all the night, but
it was not because of depression, for after a time
he got the sense of God’s forgiveness; and the
joy of God’s salvation filled his being to over-
flowing. What was wrought that night in his
heart (and this without any human instrument)
changed his after-life completely. It was as
God’s Word expresses it, ** He woundeth, and His
hands make whole ” (Job v. 18).

On meeting together with his associates next
morning, he related to them his experience of
the past night. But they only mocked him,
and said, “ You are no longer one of us!” The
result was that he left them, and pursued his
way alone; but being conscious he was under
the Lord’s eye, he was quite happy.

How well the Lord knows every one who has
a desire after Himself. It was so in the case of
Zacchaeus the publican. Because of the crowd
which was moving on with the Saviour, he
climbed into the sycamore tree to see Him as
He passed by. But he soon discovered that
Jesus not only knew his name, but what he
wanted ; and that He would not pass by with-
out speaking to him. Looking up, He said,
** Zacchzus, make haste, and come down; for
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to-day I must abide at thy house.” Promptly
and ‘joyfully Zacchaus did so, and had the
satisfaction of hearing from the lips of Jesus
those comforting words, ““ This day is salvation
come to this house . . . for the Son of Man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost”
(Luke xix. 5-10).

Here was one singled out and honoured of
the Lord, and so was the young cyeclist referred
to. May this thought encourage other exercised
souls to approach with confidence the same
blessed Saviour. Having died for our sins, He is
now risen and glorified ; and is at any moment
ready, through infinite grace, to save to the
uttermost all that come to God by Him. Happy
then is every one who can say,

“1 came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad,
I found in Him a resting place,
And He has made me glad.” >

GOD KNOWN AND TRUSTED.

¢ BSOLUTELY tender! absolutely true!
Understanding all things ; understanding
you.
Infinitely loving ! exquisitely near !
This is God our Father; what have we to

fear 7
* % ok



TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PEACE.

HEAVEN AND EARTH.

“7' HAT would this carth be if it were without

a heaven ?  Only a scene of darkness and
chaos. So is the heart of man unless light from
heaven illumines it. Moral darkness like a pall
hangs over this world. And light from heaven
can alone show us a way through a pathlcss
desert carth. Heavenly rule and order can
alonc put straight that which is crooked and
perverted in the heart.

In Psalm xix. we rcad, * The heavens declare
the glory of God . . . in them hath Ile sct a
tabernacle for the sun.”” From thence also is the
light of the  Sun of righteousncss.” We read
further in this Psalm that “ the law of the Lord
is perfeet.” In its varied character, it converts
the soul, makes wisc the simple, rejoices the
hcart, enlightens the cyes, and endures for ever ;
and this law was spoken by the living God Him-
self. It is not the question here as to the ability
of man to keep it, but of its own intrinsic charac-
ter. Morcover, it was from heaven that God
talked with Israel (Exod. xx. 22); and again,
Moses said ‘to them, * Out of heaven He madc
thee to hear His voice that He might instruct
thee ” (Deut. iv. 86). So whether it be light or
instruction, both come from heaven.

We may now ask the question, How could
man on earth be put into association with

Vor. XXXIII. No. 9.
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heaven ? Yet what a necessity that it should be
so. The answer is found in Jesus the Son of
God, “ the second Man out of hcaven.” In His
converse with Nicodemus (John iii.) the Lord
said, ‘“We speak that we do know, and testify
that we have seen.” His speech and testimony
was not that of a Jewish Rabbi, as Nicodemus
thought Him to be, but of One who came down
from heaven, and indeed as He spoke to the
teacher in Isracl He was *‘ the Son of man who
¢s in heaven.” He alonc could speak of heavenly
things. He could tell the full truth of heaven
as to Himself. He spoke, therefore, what He
knew, and testified what He had scen. He alone
could ; as Hec said, ““ No man hath ascended up
to heaven, but He that came down from heaven.”
And what did this One say as to Himself: “ the
Son of Man who ¢s (not was) in hcaven ” ? ** As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life.”” He could also speak the
thoughts of God, thoughts of eternal love which
subsisted in heaven, and which He well knew
and camc down from heaven to testify : “ For
God so loved ke world 7 (not mercly the Jews, as
Nicodemus might think) *‘ that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosocver belicveth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Who could possibly tell out such a secret of
heavenly love, but One who in His spirit was
always there ? My rcader, as I write this my
heart o’erflows with thanksgiving and praise.
Does yours so overflow as you read it 7 1o you
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say, I could not do without heaven? The ruling
power there is God’s love—grace reigning through
righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

I have adverted to the giving of the law. I
do not enter into the question of man’s ability
to keep it, but into its intrinsic perfection. I
have pointed out what David said of it in
Psalm xix. Psalm cxix. speaks of its perfection
in detail—that perfection could be seen in Jesus,
and in Him Israel will yet learn to say, * O, how
I love Thy law.” Besides the law, God would
bring * hcaven, His dwelling-place > near to His
people upon carth. Hence He said, ““ Make Me
a sanctuary that I might dwell among them,” and
the Tabcernacle was made—a pattern of things in
the heavens (Heb. ix. 23). In dwelling thercin
God surrounded Himself with the patterns of
hcavenly things. Evcry whit of it spoke of
Christ, the One who camc from heaven to mani-
fest God upon carth. These things were patterns;
but when Christ came His holy body was the
temple of God upon carth (John ii. 21).

My objecct is not to enter into the details of
this typical manifestation, but rather to point
out the way in which God gave a very blessed
testimony of the link thus formed between
heaven and men upon earth. I pausc to refer
again to the sentence in Psalm xix. “ The
heavens declare the glory of God.” That is God’s
side; while in Psalm viiit. 8, we read, “ When
I consider Thy heavens,” and then we come to
glory set above the hcavens, and strength
ordained in the weakest, “ Out of the mouth
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of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained
strength —strength that stills the cnemy. Now, .
think of a godly Israclitc after a toilsome march
through the wilderness, wending his way to the
Tabernacle. It did not belong to the wilderness ;
its foundations of silver were simply laid on the
floor of the desert, but cvery whit of it spoke
of the hcavenly arrangement which belonged to
the dwelling-place of God amongst His pilgrim
people. That Israclitc would find himself in
another scenc altogether, and as he entered the
door he would have his back to the circumstances
of the outside daily life—and his face? Ilcaven-
ward. We sing sometimces :—

¢ Jesus, Lord, we come together
In the bonds of Thine own love,
Thou hast drawn our footsteps hither,
Its dcep meaning now to prove.”

Oh, Christian! would you realize that of which
Paul spoke, * Forgetting the things which are
behind ”—if only for the few minutes spent in the
company of the Lord—‘ and reaching forward
to the things which arc beforc ” ? Betake you
again and again to the sanctuary of the Lord’s
presence and at once you will find yourself in the
light of heavenly things.

The first thing that would greet an Israelite
would be the cver-ascending fragrance of the
sacrificc on the Altar—the fragrance of the work
of Christ for us is ever before God. He, too, is
there, our great High Priest and Forerunner
within the vail. The Israclite could not cnter
there ; still, heavenly things, indced, met his eye,
if in anywisc he realized thc desire of God to
dwell among His people.
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But I would take my reader to another taber-
nacle spoken of in John i. 14, ** The Word was
made flesh and tabernacled among us,” for that
i1s the force of the word “dwelt”; His own
dwelling-place being in the bosom of the Father.
Blessed was it for John and others in that day
who could bchold bencath the vail of His
humanity the glory of the Only Begotten of the
Father. Now that He has ascended up where
Hec was before, He fills heaven, and the light of
that tabernacle of His glory shines down upon us
by the powcr of the Holy Ghost. As Jesus said,
““ He shall glorify Me, for He shall reccive of Mine
and shall show it unto you.” Thus hecaven is
brought very ncar to us.

* Sing without ceasing, Sing
The Saviour’s present grace,
How all things shine in light divine,
For those who've scen His face.”

T. H. R.

A WELCOME IN HEAVEN MADE SURE.

SHORT time since an afflicted young

Christian was brought to one of the beds
in the workhousce infirmary at S—, in Lincolnshire.
This was, no doubt, a trial to him; but nothing
seemed to touch his joy in the Lord. In course
of time, his brother, stmilarly afllicted, was
brought there also and placed in the next bed ;
but he had not yet found the Lord. He was,
however, in time to witness his Christian brother’s
departure. This made a great impression on him,
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and led, eventually, to his finding the Saviour
also. Speaking, one day, to a Christian visiting
the infirmary, of his departed brother’s happy
end, he said, “I have often wondered at the
bright smile on his face when dying ; but now I
think I know how it was. It must have been
the welcome hé was getting that caused it!”
And who can prove that it was not so; for to
be made sure of getting a welcome in heaven is
enough to gladden the heart and brighten the
face of any one, whether on a workhouse bed,
or in royal palace. Neither is it necessary to
wait until a dying hour to get such assurance ;
for it may be known now, and known by any
believer. But some exercised soul may perhaps
be saying, ‘“ I only wish that I could fecl sure of
such a welcome, but it seems to be utterly
impossible.” Let us, then, consider the interest-
ing matter a little more closely.

To do this profitably, it will be necessary to
bear in mind that there are two sides to the
subject, God’s side and ours. God has gracious
desires to be suitably gratified ; the sinner has
serious needs to be righteously met; but both
find absolute satisfaction in the Lord Jesus Christ,
God’s well-beloved Son. The sinner, awakened
to his need, is brought to welcome the blessed
Saviour; and (on God’s behalf) the Saviour
gladly welcomes the repentant sinner. Indeed,
we may well say that God’s marvellous gospel
story is just a tale of touching welcomes all
through.

It is helpful to sce that there are two words
that stand in very close relation to cach other;
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namely, ‘wanted’ and °welcomed.” Take a
simple example : A fall of rain is most welcome
where it is most wanted. If, in going to some
place, you would make sure of being hearitly
welcomed, you have only to make sure of being
really wanied.

But it may be asked, How can we possibly
make sure of being wanted in heaven? The
answer is as wonderful as it is simple. A worthy
Witness has been sent from heaven to let us into
the secret. And His evidence has been recorded
for" our benefit.

We rightly judge of how much a thing was
wanted by the price given to get it. And this
heavenly Witness plainly tells us the price God
has given to secure us. One tremendoiis neces-
sity stood in the way of our being welcomed in
heaven. We had sins; and they could not enter
there. The only way of justly meeting the case
was by a Sinless One making Himself answer-
able for them. And this has been done. God’s
beloved Son was willing to come into man-
hood and do it, “ God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son,” and He
went down to death in the sinner’s stead. * He
suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God.” And why bring us to
God ? Becausc God wanted us.

Then to prove to us that God’s welcoming us
goes with Ilis wanting us, we have from the hps
of His blessed Sent-One three parables (see Luke
xv.). Los! ones wanted marks the first two; «
lost one welcomed marks the third. Tt is God’s
side of the story of welcomes. The wandering
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sheep is not the seeker, it is the Shepherd, God’s
sent One. In each case the rejoicing is on the
divine side, and their joy too great to he kept to
themselves, They call together their friends and
neighbours to rejoice with them. The gracious
comment upon it is this, *“ There is joy tn heaven
—joy in the presence of the angels of God, over one
sinner that repenteth.”” God does not hide His
joy even from the angels that never sinned. How
cheering it is ; for it draws our attention to God’s
deep interest in the sinner’s expression of his
need of the Saviour Whom His love has provided.

Take another simple figure. Not every crew,
even in the gravest peril, will give up hope in their
own ship, aud accept being taken to shore in a life-
boat. They cling to the hope of getting safely
to harbour without such help ; which is naturally
discouraging to the lifeboat crew. But when a
signal of distress is hoisted they have a definite
guarantee that the lifeboat will be thankfully
welcomed. And when a sinner is brought to
repentance, that is, brought to condemn himself
for his sinful course, and to give up all hope of a
safe landing on the heavenly shore through his
own merits, it is like the hoisting of the signal of
distress ; and when it is so, the heart of God
rejoices that there is onc more that feels the need
of Jesus as his Saviour. In like manner, when
the Lord found Zacchaous in the sycamore tree,
and knew what brought him there, it was
a gratifying proof that there was another
sinner that had desires after Him. And when,
calling him by name, He said, *“ Zacchaus, make
haste, and comec down ; for to-day I must abide

A
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at thy house ”’; it must have been very welcome
to this publican’s heart; for “ he made haste,
and came down, and reccived Him joyfully ™ ;
and then heard from the Saviour’s Own lips that
such was the object of His mission here. *“ The
Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost” (Luke xix. 1-10).

But this was not the end of the happy story.
If Zacchxus was found upon the tree, and came
down to give the Saviour a joyful welcome to his
own house, Jesus was on His way to another tree
to do such a work, that there would be nothing
to prevent Zacchaxus or any other repentant
sinner getting a joyful welcome to His }Yather’s
house. I‘here this publican will find the ‘same
Jesus,” but in the midst of honours heaped upon
Him by the God Who sent Him here to die for
sinners.

To the same blessed destination Ie is con-
ducting every belicver.

“There shall we see His face
With all the saints above,
And sing for ever of His grace,
For ever of His love.”

May our rcader be one of the happy number.
Geo, C. 7

THE HIDDEN HGCOHK.

ATAN is “the god of this world ”; and the

world’s best offers arc the cnemy’s most

tempting baits. But under the bait is the fatal

hook ; and when #his is realized, you cannot really
enjoy the bait, though you have it to enjoy.
*® %
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HOPELESS EXTREMITY RELIEVED.

A Youtn 1N DEsrair
Finpixe Gon’s TeNprr CaARE.

T was in 1912, while staying in the city of
Seattle, one of the most western cities in
the United States, that I met with the subject
of this paper—a young man, deaf and dumb. It
was from himself that I got an account of his
conversion; and a touching witness it is of
God’s wondrous love and grace to a sinful
creature in hopeless extremity.

This young man had been brought up by a
godly, praying mother. When, in the wisdom
and kindness of God, she was taken away from
the trials and hardships of this world, her son,
left alone to battle with things as they came up,
went to this city to seek work; but had only
a time of fruitless elfort and weary waiting.
Feeling very sad and hungry, onc day, he said
to himself, ““ There is no one in this city to love
me, or care for me; I will make an end of it
all, and go and drown myself!” But even if
there had been no one in that busy city to care
for him, the God Who had taken to heaven his
dear devoted mother, cared for him. And there
can be no doubt that, before parting with him,
she had trustfully committed her afflicted boy
to Ged’s keeping; and we may be sure that
God’s all-seeing eye was ever upon him in his
bereavement and consequent trials. At the
very crisis 1 refer to, good proof of this came
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into evidence. When the poor, homeless lad
had reached the chosen spot for carrying out
‘his sad purpose, a thought suddenly came to
him, and as definitely as if it had been an actual
voice, * Don’t drown yourself; go to the police
station ! > Nor was he long in acting on it;
and when he had got to the place, it was soon
made plain why such a strange suggestion had
been made to him. For the one he had an
interview with was a man whose hecart God
inclined to bring Curist before him, and the
concerns of eternity.

The eventual result was that he was brought
to see that though every responsible creature
had been defiled by sin, and therefore made
totally unfit for God’s holy presence, God had
found a way of mecting man’s desperate condi-
tion; that He had sent His beloved Son to put
away man’s sin, by bearing its full judgment
in his place; so that now, all who accept and
believe on Him are fully entitled to say what
is expressed in the 6th verse of the 58rd chapter
of Isaiah : ** All we like sheep have gone astray ;
we have turned every one to his own way, and
the Lorp hath laid on Him the iniquity of us
all.”

The result of what he heard was that a great
change was wrought by the Spirit in his soul,
and -he was made a ““ new creature in Christ ”;
and we know that of all such it is written:
“ Old things have passed away ; and behold all
things are become new ” (2 Cor. v. 17).

Then not only did He belicve on the Lord
Jesus as his Saviour, lie confessed Him also,
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though deaf and dumb. This confession I read
myself, typed out on paper. God had plainly
shown him that, as a bcliever, he had been
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, poured
out for him on Calvary’s eross.

How his happiness reminded me of my own
joy in the same blessed Saviour, when brought
by the Spirit to trust ITim.

But this was not all he had the joy of confes-
sing. For he was given to see that the One
Who, by His precious blood, accomplished
redemption for us, and Who is now glorified at
God’s right hand, is awaiting the time when He
will return to claim His Own for the heavenly
glory for which IIe has fitted them. This He
has definitely promised. “ If I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may be
also” (Jobn xiv. 8). For that blessed day I
found my young friend waiting.

This is my owa position, reader. What of
yours ? Have you yet tasted that the Lord is
gracious ? Have you confessed His saving
Name ? Hear His word : ** If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved ” (Rom. x. 9).

But remember your stay here is very short.
At any moment, without further warning, it
may end.

. Why wilt thou longer wait ?
Haste to the open gate,

Come ere it be too late,
To Jesus come.”:

S. D.



TIDINGS OF
LIGHT AND PEACE.

A SERIOUS OVERSIGHT,
BUT DISCOVERED IN TIME.

HE subject of the soul’s welfare has, for
every responsible being, a depth of import-
ance very far beyond any other. Jesus said:
“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” It
is a subject of such magnitude that you might
as well expect a man to measure the ocean in
an egg-cup as to duly set forth its cternal import-
ance. God alone is equal to it. But the comfort
is, that in His holy Word, He has plainly opened
to us His mind about it; and it is in the light
of this record that we desire to draw the reader’s
attention to one who was brought, not only to
realize his soul’s deep necessity, but to rejoice
in the truth that God has shown Iis Own way
of meeting it.

This young man was born in London. Under
the influence of a Christian mother he was taught
the Scriptures; and as he grew up, he passed
among his friends as a Christian.

At the age of twenty-two he left home for the
far west of America. In coming in contact with
the world, he found tastes within himself which
gladly responded to the temptations without,
and from which he had no desire to refrain.
Indeed, in the midst of worldly amusements he
was, to use a common expression, in his native

Vor. XXXIII. No. 10.
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element. Like a fish sporting in water, he
positively revelled in sin. The fact of the
matter was this: he had never been brought
to sec himself in his true state before God ; had
never been born again; and without this, as
Jesus said to the Pharisee, a man ¢ cannot see
the kingdom of God ”; he is in the dominion
of the wicked one in whom °* the whole world
lieth ” (1 John v. 19). Again and again, he had,
years before, tried to break off bad habits, and
turn over new leaves. Again and again he had
listened to the advice of good men. Again and
again had he felt the threatenings of that old
‘preacher’ death, as with solemn voice he bade
him prepare! But neither good home training,
solemn preaching, wise advice, nor turning over
‘new leaves’ had taken away his taste for sin;
nor had all put together proved sufficient to
make him “a new creature in Christ Jesus.”
But the awakening time came at last. Worldly
circumstances, which for some months had been
smiling upon him, suddenly began to frown.
Prosperity was displaced by adversity; and a
long purse dwindled to no purse at all. Friend-
less and penniless he found himself not only
a sinner in his sins, but hopeless. In this state
he was counselled to turn to the Lord, and this
he felt constrained to do. From a broken heart
he poured out his deep need to God ; and proved,
as all such have done, that “like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him > (Ps. ciii. 18). He learned that,
instead of God being Nero-like for eruel hardness,
as Satan would picture Him, He is * rich in
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mercy ’ toward ren, yea, the giver of cvery
good and perfect gift ; that He had even given
His beloved Son to secure eternal salvation for
sinful crcatures. He learned that God Who
created the world ; Who gave the sun to rule
the day, and the moon to rule the night ; Who
called the stars by their names, and arranged
the seasons for man’s benefit, had also made
provision for man’s soul in the blood-shedding
of Ilis beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; and
that He had placed this redemption within the
reach of every sinner. Man cannot by any
means rcdeem his brother, or * give to God a
ransom for bim ” (Ps. xlix. 7). But in Chrvist
therc i1s the needed Ransom, the Ransom that
mects God’s requirements, and suits the poorest
sinner also, seeing it can be obtained * without
money and without price.” Hence it is written :
*“ Being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. iii.
24).

When this troubled seeker was brought to
see his soul’s deep necessity in the light of this
gracious IRRedecmer’s work, his distress was at
an end ; and in the words of the hymn he could
say :—

“I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad.

I found in Him a resting place,
And IIe has made me glad.”

Since making a personal discovery of his
real state as a guilty sinner, and the way Christ
has answered to God for it, he has compared
his former perilous position to that of a man



150 TIDINGS OF LIGHT AND PEACE

who really thinks he can swim because he is
able to float by the help of so-called ‘water-
wings.’ His religious observances, such as going
to church on Sunday, giving to home and foreign
missions, and all the rest, had been the ‘water-
wings’ which he had mistakenly trusted, taking
it for granted that they would be sufficient to
rely upon for the safety of his soul. True it is
that such so-called good things trusted may keep
a man floating on the surface of religious profes-
sion before death, but they leave a serious matter
for God to deal with after death. What our sins
Justly deserve at the hands of God must be faced,
cither before death or after. Mark it well,
reader, this must be faced sooner or later, and no
goodness of ours can answer for our sins.  Supposc
a man, well accustomed to the use of ‘water-
wings,’ finds that on a certain day he will have
to cross a deep river. This at first does not
disturb his peace of mind ; for he has his ‘water-
wings’ to depend on. A little later, however,
he finds that he will not only have to cross the
river, but to bear a heavy weight to the other
side; and this discovery shatters his peacc of
mind instantly. To apply the figure, we may
have peaceful satisfaction as to what our good
deeds will do for us, until we wake up to the
fact that God claims just satisfaction for our evil
deeds. And after that, there can be no peace
for a guilty conscience, except in Him * Who
bore our sins in His own body on the tree ” ;
Who * suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God ” (1 Pet. ii. 24 ;
iii. 18). When these precious truths are really
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brought home to us, we can, with adoring hearts,
thankfully sing :—
“ 0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head !
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodcst in the sinner’s stcad—
To bear all ill for me.
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed ;
Now therc’s no load for me.”

But let every reader who has not yet fled to
the Saviour remember that every moment
brings him ncarer to the day of reckoning.
‘“ Because there is wrath, beware lest He take
thee away with His stroke ; then a great ransom
cannot deliver thee 7’ (Job xxxvi. 18). O *“ FLEE
FROM TIE WRATH TO COME ’’ ; and do it ai once.
God is waiting to be gracious.

S. D.

. PERILOUS SLUMBER.
IT has been the aim of the adversary from
the beginning to deny God’s rightcousness
and ignore Ilis kindness. By the coming of Jesus
into manhood, both were perfectly set forth ;
and his device, cver since, has been to falsify
God’s Gospel concerning Him, and to induce
men to ignore Him. Take an cxample. The
writer was rceently speaking to a man of intelli-
gence on the subject of the soul’s sceurity: a
recent illness had made him think of it. He
said that his idca had previously been that when
a man comcs to the end of his history in this
world, God would take account of all that he
had done, good and bad ; that all the good deeds
would be put on onc side of the account, and all
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the bad on the other. If a balance could be
proved on the side of the good, he would ke taken
to heaven, and the bad not rcckoned against him.

But if this werc truc, reader; and only one
sinful creature taken to heaven on that ground,
there would, at least, be one witness in heaven
for all eternity who could say that—as far as
he was concerned—the gift of God the Father,
and the atoning sufferings of the Son, were totally
unnecessary ! What marvellous audacity, so to
treat God’s provision for man! Ivery angel
in heaven would surely so regard it; for what
could better suit the ends of the great
adversary ?

But it is to be feared that like thoughts are
becoming sadly common. Let us look at it a
little more closely. By way of illustration, let
us suppose that you are a man of business, and
have a customer who has got heavily into your
debt. In responsc to urgent demands for
payment, he comes onc day to sce you. Looking
very pleasant, he says he has come to tell you
that he is now fully resolved to pay ready moncy
for all he gets; for that he has been given to
understand that when his future cash payments
amount to more than his past dcbts, you will
clear him of all he owes! Would you not count
such a thing as absolute madness, and plainly
tell him so? Especially would it be so if you
knew that he had been told, morc than once,
of one who would be willing to take the whole
responsibility of his debt, if he wished it; but
that he had for ycars harbourcd a very bitter
feeling against this man, and when the offer
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was made he had angrily refused it, and said he
would certainly” never be beholden to him for
anything whatsocver! We leave you, reader, to
apply the simple figure; carncstly beseeching
you, as you valuc your precious soul, to beware
of such deceptions. The reality of a guilty
history, be assured, must be faced by every one
of us; and satisfaction with such a delusion is
faithfully spoken of in Scripturc. Tt shall
cven be as when a hungry man dreameth, and
behold he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul
is empty ” (Isa. xxix. 8). “‘ Bread of deccit is
sweet to a man (said Solomon), but afterwards
his mouth shall be filled with gravel ” (Prov. xx.
17). And what satisfaction can a hungry man,
waking up, find in a mouthful of gravel stoncs ?
Remember, this striking figure is God’s; and
such will surely be the waking up of every soul
who allows himsclf to.trcat God’s Gospel with
indiflerence, and aceept any dcception that
would make the gift of God and the sufferings of
Christ unnccessary. May it never be the reader’s
sad lot, Geo. C.

¢ THE DISAPPEARING ISLAND."
N the year 1693 ‘ Torca,” a large and
beautiful island in the Indian Ocean, gave
warning to its inhabitants that something
scrious would happen by beginning to smoke ;
some time after, the centre of the island caved in,
leaving a large and steaming body of water in
its stead.
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Those who hecded the warning werc saved,
while those who disregarded it perished, only a
few escaping in boats.

In like manncr, all who disrcgard God’s offer
of salvation by Jesus Christ will suffer the
penalty of God’s judgment which is soon to fall,

The island refcrred to is belicved to be scveral
hundred feet below the surface of the occan at
the present time.

This shows clearly, my rcader, that by this
and similar occurrences God is speaking loudly
to men.

He is sovercign; His sway is felt in hcaven
and on earth. ‘ For the carth is the Lord’s and
the fulness thereof, the world and they that
dwell therein, for He hath founded it upon the
seas and established it upon the floods” (Ps.
xxiv. 1 and 2). Great and powerful King as
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was, he had to learn
that “the most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men ” (Dan. iv. 17). God always warns in merey
before He acts in judgment.

He raiscd up godly men and prophets of old,
and is warning to-day by His servants, as Lot
was warned of coming judgment.

Sodom, in which he dwelt, was a picture of this
sinful world.

You, too, arc warned, and remember that
“ Jesus 7 is your only refuge ; He has come near
to us in sinless manhood, full of grace, truth and
love. Yeca, He has died for us—“ Who His
own sclf bare our sins in His own body on the
trcc” (1 Peter ii. 24). Having gonc into
death and fully paid the penalty of judgment
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duc to man, He has risen and ascended to God’s
right hand in heaven, and will soon rcturn for
“ His own.”

His coming drawcth nigh (James v. 8).

As the rising smoke on the island warned its
inhabitants of approaching danger, so God is
warning you, “ Flec from thc wrath to come”
(Matt. iii. 7). Turn now to Christ. He will be
gracious to you. But there is salvation in no
other (Acts iv. 12).

Let not conscience ruake you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream ;
All the fitness He requireth,
Is to feel your need of Him.
This He gives you.
*Tis the Spirit’s rising beam.

F. H. L. C.

A MODERN MIRACLE.

WAS an infidel and belonged to the Ethical
Socicty. We occupicd our Sunday cvenings
in reading such books as a translation of Marcus
Aurelius, to prove that Christianity was taught
in the world before Jesus Christ came (a lifeless
thing, like a watch without a mainspring, or an
clectric bell without a battery). A certain
“minister” came to our Society meeting, and
wished to instruct us in the truth of Christianity !
But he told us he did not believe in the first five
books of the Bible, written by Moses, nor in
miracles. Onc of us saig, after getting outside
the house, “ I belicve in nothing ; but that man
believes in less.”
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Soon after this I was brought under deep
conviction of sin, and converted to God.
About a fortnight later I was in a large
open-air mecting, and saw the minister of
whom I have spoken coming along with
two others. I went up to him and asked
him if he knew me. He said, ““ Yes, you were
a member of the class.” I then asked him if
he remembered saying he did not belicve in
miracles. He replicd, he did not believe in them.
“Well,” I said, ““ here’s a miracle for you. A
fortnight ago I did not believe in anything, and
now I am preaching the Gospel!” Then he
caught hold of me, and wanted me to go to a
chapel in the village, to a revival meeting. But
I said ““ No;” that I beliecved the Lord wanted
me to go to another Gospel mecting. So we
parted. He went his way, and I mine.

And now, my rcader, what about you ? Have
you believed in the same blessed Saviour in whom
I have believed ? Have you bowed to the same
Lord ? (He is rich unto all who call upon Him.)
Have you bowed to the Onc who can perform
such a miracle of gracc as He did with me, and
Who is doing the same with numbers of others
every day ? He brought me, after deep exer-
cise and soul-trouble, to Himself; though once a
wretched infidel and blasphemer (see 1 Tim. i.
12-17). And not only can He convert, He can
keep through His grace. For the past sixteen or
seventeen years He has kept me (Jude 24, 25).

“ Oh, believe in Him to-day ;
Come to Him while yet you may ;
Trust in Him whom God has given,
God’s accepted Man in heaven.”

E. L.
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MY SIN AND MY SAVIOUR.

“ The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”"—
Rom. vi. 28.

HAVE sinned and death’s my wages,
Banishment—ecternal woe,
Everlasting outer darkness,
Righteousness demands it so.

In God’s Word this deom is written
Plainly for my soul to read,
Sinner—and by nature sinful,
Evil, both in thought and dced.

Though my sins so dreadful—hateful
To the holy cye of God,
What is this I read of pardon,
“¥or His sake” and * Through Ilis blood.”

Who is this my soul would succour ?
Who can overcome the grave ?

Hark ! a still small Voice doth answer,
“ JESUS CAME THE LOST TO SAVE.”

“SoN oF GoDp AND GREAT CREATOR,
FouND ON EARTH IN LOWLY GUISE,
TENDER, GRACIOUS MEDIATOR,
Unto HiM LIFT UP THINE EYES.

““SEE HIM UNTO DEATH OBEDIENT,
ON THE cross HHE BEARS THY SIN,

THERE THE CUP OF WRATH, GOD’S JUDGMENT,”’
TuErRE TO DEATH HE ENTERS IN.

‘“ BoweEDp 1N DEATH HiIs BLOOD IS FLOWING,
ALL REQUIRED TO MEET THY NEED,

FoRr THY SINS ATONEMENT MAKING,
PLRFECT SACRIFICE INDEED.
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“ PRINCE OF LIFE—OF WORLDS THE MAKER,
WinningLy HE pDIED ¥OR THER,

LoveEp TnrEE—MADE HIMSELF THY SAVIOUR,
PAID THY DEBT UPON TIE TREE.

“ AT THE CROSS GOD’S CLAIMS WERE SETTLED,
CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS BLED FOR THEE,
Raisep BY Gop, His WORK ACCEPTED ;
THOU ART JUSTIFIED—SET FREE,”

Jesus Son of God, my Saviour,
Oh what grace, what love I scc!

Life the cirt, and God the Giver,
Mine for ever, surc in Thee.

C. k.

ALONE; BUT NOT LONELY.
(Eatract from letter.)

“ THE Saviour is always mindful of His own.

I passcd into my 87th yecar last Lord’s
day. Am now feeling the weight of years. But
He put the weight on, and Ie knows when to
remove it. I am still confident; looking up.
Though all the field should wither, and no flocks
or herds be there, God abides. May His praise
tune our hearts ; for He is love.

I spent the day (her birthday) alone; after
the woman went away in the morning I spoke to
no one. A very happy day ; and my meditations
profitable.

“ I lost all my loved oncs more than 20 years
since ; but HE REMAINS.”

C. W,
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UNDER THE EYE OF GOD.

THAT which is a joy and comfort to the

believer in the Lord Jesus Christ (i.e., the
fact that God sces him) is a terror to the un-
believer. One knows the love of God—the love
of God his Father; the other dreads the very
thought of God. The former knows that the
eye of God is upon him for good ; the latter fears
it, for his conscience conviets him that he is
a sinner. The first dnvites God’s scrutiny.
* Search me, O God, and know my hcart; try
me, and know my thoughts : and see if there be
any wicked way in me.” This is his language
(see Ps. exxxix. 28, 24). The second, on the con-
trary, secks to hide away from God, as did our
first parents in the garden when they had sinned
(Gen. iii. 8). ‘‘ Conscience makes cowards of us
all,”” as a great author truly said.

A well-known preacher of the gospel, personally
known to the writer, in his last gospel address,
told how his mother, when he was a little boy,
had pointed to a large eye painted on a wall,
and had said to him, “ That is like thc eye of
God, which is ever upon you.” This had such a
great influence upon him, that all through his
life he had had the sense of living under the eye
of God. He spoke of this on the Sunday evening.
On the following Wednesday he came out of a
shop ; and after walking a few steps he was scen

Vor. XXXI111, No, 11.
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by a boy to suddenly look up, and then fall down
dead! Well for him that the question of all
that the eye of God detected in him as a sinner
had been settled by God’s own Son, Who bore
the full penalty of his sins upon the cross. *‘ For
Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring us to God”
(1 Pet. iii. 18). [See also Isa. liii. 5, 6.] Many
years before falling as he did, he had the joy of
knowing that God’s eye was upon him for good, as
Hagar the runaway slave discovered when she
said, *“ Thou God seest me ” (Gen. xvi. 18).

When I had just written this paper a solemn
story was told me; and a serious contrast it is
to the preacher’s case. A collier, in trying to
get coal from the outerop of a seam, during the
strike, was buried beneath a fall from the roof,
and suffocated. The very night before, an open-
air gospel meeting was held outside his house;
and a converted relative, in urging him to decide
for Christ, said, * This may be your last chance !
But alas, as far as we know, he did not take it !
+ And now, my reader, how is it with you?
With the knowledge that * God is light,” do you
welcome the thought of the eye of God resting
upon you ? Or do you shrink from meeting His
holy search, and seek to cover your guilty, lost
condition under some fancied goodness or
religiousness of your own ? Remember what He
has said, ‘“ He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy” (Prov. xxviii. 18). “If
we confess our sins; He (God) is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
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all unrightcousness. If we say that we have
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is
not in us ” (1 John i. 9-10). W. G. B.

““ FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED.”
Roar. xiv. 15.

THE words at the head of this paper do not
ask a question : they are a beautiful state-
ment of the Holy Spirit by the apostle Paul as
to a weak belicver, whose conscience might be
grieved or stumbled by the question of ““ meats.”
The apostlc led by the Spirit of God regards him
as onc “ for whom Christ died.” He must then
belong to Christ. It may bec asked, Did not
Christ diec for all? Yes, so Scripture speaks,
but with what intent is this said ? If Christ
went down into death for all, it was because all
were in death-—dead to God, though alive in the
world. The same passage of Scripture speaks
of some who have bcen made alive to God ; the
proof of it is, that they have faith in Him Who
dicd for them and rose again. Such can sing :

“Thou hast washed us in Thy blood,
Made us live, and live to God.”

They arc those ‘“ for whom Christ died.” As we
sec from Rom. xiv., some may be weak in the
faith, but the Holy Spirit teaches the apostle to
look at the weakest believer as one * for whom
Christ died.” What a swectness that gives for
our regard for one another.
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Can my reader put his name before those
words, saying, Yes, I am one of those *for
whom Christ died”? They are four simple words,
but how much they mean! The oldest and most
cstablished believer can use them with deep and
true affection, out of a heart moved by the love
of the precious Saviour Who died for him; and
the youngest believer with newly kindled affection
for that Saviour will delight to speak of himself
as one “ for whom Christ died.”

In a previous portion of this chapter we read,
* For none of us liveth to himself and none dieth
to himself; for whether we live, we live unto
the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the
Lord ; whether we live therefore or die we are the
Lord’s. For to this end Christ both died and
lived again, that He might rule both over dead
and living ” (verses 7-9). How sweet it is to
think that He Who has the title as Lord of dead
and living is our Saviour Jesus Christ Who died
for us. When we are able thus in faith to claim
Him as ours, we can say also that He lives out
of death for us, and the sense of belonging to
Him makes us happy. We may think of the
trouble we have given Him, the watchful care
which He has taken to hold us to Himself, and
wonder and adore His love, for He does not
reproach us. Not a word did the Shepherd say
of the load upon His shoulders as He brings the
wandering sheep home, but He rejoices; not a
word of reproach from the father to the prodigal
son, as he falls on his neck and kisses him. The
tale of Calvary’s woe tells of how deeply sin has
been felt by the Holy One of God. Whether it
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be the Father or the Son, the past has been felt
as it ought to be felt, but that is not to come in
and dim the grcatness of the grace that gives
the kiss of love and forgiveness, for if forgiveness
is assured by the kiss, we may be assured that
sins and iniquities are no more in remembrance.
Oh, how we shall delight in that heaven above
in nearness to Him Who died for us! What
happiness it will be, and so it is now, when the
love that died for us possesses our souls. Sweet
also it is to think, while we are down here, of
every saint as onc ‘‘ for whom Christ died.”
And sweet also it is to think of those who have
departed to be with Him, because we can say of
them, they are those
“ ror wnoMm CHRIST DIED.”
T. H. R.

LOVE’'S GREAT TRIUMPHS,
AND ITS WILLING WITNESSES.

INCE the coming of Jesus into this' world,
God’s love has had great and wondrous
triumphs ; and of this there have been countless
witnesses. The writer’s present desire, however,
is only to draw the reader’s attention to two
of them.

In the course of the Lord’s gracious service
among men as recorded in the Gospels, He came
near to one in whom the enemy seemed to be
reigning supreme. When a man is entirely
under the power of the wicked one, no matter
how galling the bondage, he never seeks for
deliverance ; so it was with the casc we refer to.
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He had evidently been a great dread to his neigh-
bours. They had tried to tame him, and tried
to bind him, but had failed in both. He was a
sad spectacle—naked and dwelling among the
tombs.

When Jesus drew ncar, instead of seeking
deliverance he badc the Deliverer depart. In
His sovereign right of mercy, however, the Lord
cast the devils out, and thec man was afterwards
found “ at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his
right mind ” (Luke viii. 85). He had not been
helplessly struck down as a prisoner at the feet
of some mighty conqueror; he was sitting; thatis,
in the posture of rest. A mighty Conqueror was
there; but He was more than Conqueror. He
was a gracious Deliverer, and had found His own
peculiar delight in freeing this poor slave from
the cruel bondage of the wicked one.

All was now set right with him, and he had
taken a lowly place before the Lord. Resting
*“ at the feet of Jesus > was a right posture. He
was in.a right condition—a condition befitting
the company he was in—he was * clothed.”” He
was in his * right mind,” both about the evil
power that had held him, and the gracious power
that had delivered him. And it is very certain
that he was not of the same mind with the
multitudes around him (picture of this present
evil world) ; they wanted to get rid of the One
to whom he owed so much ; they preferred their
filthy swine to Him, and * besought Him to
depart from them;” and it is very serious to
find that Jesus fell in with their wish. But it
was the very opposite with the man himself.
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He had earnest longings for more of the company
of his gracious Benefactor; and *‘ besought Him
that he might be with Him.” We can well under-
stand him looking pleadingly into the face of
Jesus as He was departing, and saying, ““ Do
take me with Thee!” But Jesus had a very
special honour to confer upon him. He was
going to cntrust him with a special mission for
Himself, and give him instruction as to the way
of carrying it out. ‘' Return to thine own house,”
He said, *“ and show how great things God hath done
unto thee.’” What a longing look he must have
taken at the departing boat! What straining of
his eyes until it was entirely out of sight !

To be full of admiring, grateful thoughts of
the Saviour is the best state for any of His
servants ; and no doubt it was in this state that
this delivered one entered upon His service. “ If
He has left me here, instead of taking me with
Him, he could say, it is not without telling me
why ; and surely I have enough to show them.
Weak though my speech may be, those who have
so long known me, cannot fail to see in me the
great things He has done for me.” That is, he
was a happy, willing witness of his Deliverer in
His absence.

Now look at Paul’s second epistle to the
disciples at Corinth (chap. ii.), and notice the
two words, ““ by us,” in verse 14. “ Thanks be
unto God, Who always causeth us to triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His
knowledge by us in every place. For we are to
God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are
saved, and in them that perish.”
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Of this “ triumph of love” what a striking
witness was the apostle! Blinded by the god of
this world, he was once making sad havoc of the
Church of God, dragging men and women to
prison (and even worse than that—to death).
But the Lord interfered for his deliverance ;
and after that, everything for him was changed.
Take one example. He was thrust, with Silas,
into the prison at Philippi; yet their joy was
such that even with bleeding backs they could
not refrain from singing praises to God at mid-
night ; and the result was that the jailor and
his house were converted. Now when such an
exceeding mad persecutor as Saul of Tarsus is
not only delivered by Christ, but made a willing
sufferer in His happy service, we can surely
recognize in that servant another willing witness
of LOVE’s GREAT TRIUMPH. Can those who know
the reader recognize the same in hém ? Has the
same marvellous lovingkindness moved his heart
toward the Saviour ? If not, do not forget that
your day of opportunity for coming to Him, and
bearing a grateful witness of Him, is drawing to its
sunset ! Once gone, you will never have another.

* Come now to His feet, and lay open thy story,—
Thy story of sorrow, of guilt, and of shame ;
The pardon of sin is the crown of His glory:
'Tis joy to His heart to be true to Ifis Name.”

But if you have already trusted His love,

“ Let everybody see it, that Christ has set you free;
And when it sets them longing, say, JEsus DIED For
THEE.”

Geo. C.
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“THERE IS NO HOPE."

“ THERE is no hope” were the terrible words

which greeted the ears of anxious
relatives and friends, who had gathered at the
pit’s mouth after a colliery disaster had taken
place, hoping to hear from the rescue-party that
some, at least, of the scores of men who were
cntombed in the mine below, were safe and well.
But it was not so. What the explosion had not
done the awful firedamp had completed ; so that
not one among the many who entered the pit
that morning ever saw daylight again. Little
did they think, when they left their homes that
morning, that they would never return there
again. Some, we trust, were fully prepared for
such a sudden call, knowing that for them * to
be absent from the body” would be to be
* present with the Lord.” But what of those
that were unsaved? Is there any hope for
_such beyond the grave?

There is no hope !

*“If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in
your sins,” said the Saviour to the unbelieving
Jews (John viii. 24). To die in unbelief is to
dic in our sins ; and there is no hope of forgiveness
on the other side of death. When the jailor at
Philippi asked the important question, * What
must I do to be saved ?” the unmistakable
answer was, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved ” (Acts xvi. 80, 81).
There is no other way. For unbelievers, * the
gospel of hope ” has no place in Holy Scripture,
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There is not a single sentence in the whole of the
Bible that gives support to the teaching that
there is hope for the sinner after death. God’s
blessed gospel is not preached to men after
they have died : it is only while they live; and
there must be faith in exercise; that is, the
message must be believed if blessing is to be
obtained. The Lord Jesus, after He had risen
from the dead, sent forth His disciples, saying,
*“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth
not shall be damned” (Mark xvi. 15, 16).
Nothing could be plainer than this. The blessed
result to the believer is salvation; the awful
result to the unbeliever is damnation.

Which, dear reader, is before vou ?

E. E. A,

SUNSHINE IN THE HEART.

THERE is sunlight on the hill-top,
There is sunlight on the sea;
And the golden beams are sleeping
On the soft and verdant lea.
But a richer light is filling
All the chambers of my heart,
For Thou art there, my Saviour,
And ’tis sunshine where Thou art.

Thou hast whisper’d Thy forgiveness
In the secret of my soul :

*“ Be of good comfort, daughter,
For I have made thee whole.”

@
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The * fowler’s snare is broken,”
And loosed my captive wing ;
And shall the bird be silent
Which Thou hast taught to sing ?

Lord Jesus! Thou hast bought me,
And my life, my all is Thine;
Let the lamp Thy love hath lighted
To Thy praise and glory shine—

A beacon, 'mid the darkness,
Pointing upward where Thou art;
The smile of whose forgiveness
Is the sunsHINE of my heart!

Oh! ye who sit in darkness,
Ever mourning for your sin,
Open the windows of your soul,
Let the warm sunshine in ;
Every ray was purchased for you,
By the matchless love of One
Who has suffered in the shadow,

That you might see the sun!
% %k ¥

A WISH
For THE REMAINDER OF THE VOYAGE.

Nothing to deflect my compass,
Nothing to divert my aim,
Nothing to disturb the comfort
Of a heart that loves Thy Name.
(Eph. iv. 80; v. 18; Phil. iii. 18, 14.)
Happy is he of whom it can be truly said,
“The Lord alone did lead him, and there was

no strange God with him *” (Dcut. xxxii. 12).
® ok %



174 TIDINGS OF LIGHT AND PFEACE

CHEER FOR THE AGED AND LONELY.

THE lines of care are on thy brow,

And few there be who want thee now.
Thou sittest in thine old arm-chair,
Not greatly wanted anywhere.
Then let me tell thee words of cheer,
For love and warmth are very near.
There is a home for thee above,
There is a God whose Name is Love.
He gave His Son, He gave His best,
To heal thy wounds and give thee rest.
Christ came from Heav'n, He lived, He died,
With malefactors crucified.
He rose—His blessed work was donc ;
He rose—the ever living ONE.
Let me recall this tale so true,
So sweet and yet received by few';
Thou know’st it well, and yet thy mind
Perhaps, like others, has been blind !
But canst thou still unmindful be
Of One Who died to set thee free ?
Who, waiting, knocketh at thy door
With love’s persistence, more and more.
Thy faintest welcome He will hear,
His love will banish every fear,
Will fill thy mind with things above,
And satisfy thee with His Love;
Will give thy heart His home to share,
And make thee feel thou’rt wanted there.

S. C: M. A.
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HEAVENLY VISITORS ON IMPORTANT
BUSINESS.

HERE have been three distinet orders of
heavenly visitors sent on special missions
to -this world, in connection with God’s salvation,
We would draw the reader’s attention to one
great fact, namely, that One of these visitors was
Himself the subject that engaged the other two ;
and no wonder, for there is none in heaven or on
earth like Him. It was Jesus who was sent to
dwell with sinful men, that in Him they might
learn the heart and mind of God about them-
sclves. Hence when He came it could be said,
“ Gop hath visited His people” (Luke vil. 16).
After His'return to heaven another Divine Person
—the Holy Spirit—was sent, that men, through
Him, might learn God’s full appreciation of the
Saviour’s work for them. This Visitor was not
One that men and Satan could get rid of, as they
got rid of Jesus, Their deadly shower of stones
could neither drive Him out of the world, nor
out of the heart of Stephen (Acts vii. 54-60).
He is still here; and dwelling in the heart of
every true believer on earth,

But angels, as well as Divine Persons, have had
important errands committed to them. Though
having only the place of servants in God’s dwell-
ing place, their missions to this world were
none the less important.  Take a simple figure.

Vor. XXXIII. No. 12,
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Suppose that one day you receive a telegraphic
message from the King. The question of who
brought it would be of very small importance in
comparison with the message brought, and who
sent it. And so you would think ; especially ifit
was to let you know that the King’s Son was
intending to visit the town, and wanted to call
upon you in your own home! Angels’ visits
were simply to call man’s attention to matters of
the deepest interest to the heart of God; so
that not many words were used by these visitors.
There were four special angelic visitors ;" and in
cach case the tidings brought had their own
simple and distinct significance: (1) Jesus s
coming ; (2) Jesus has come; (8) Jesus is risen ;
(4) Jesus is coming again. Let us briefly con-
sider these angelic errands.

Errand No.1.—From the very beginning God
has had before Him a provision for man’s guilty
necessity. Not only has He had it set forth in
striking types and fore-shadowings, but in
definite statements by His inspired prophets.
Take, for example, the 53rd chapter of Isaiah :
“ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way, and the Lorp
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all *’ (verse 6).
When the fulness of the waiting time had nearly
come, the first of the angels’ visits we refer to
took place. This heavenly messenger was sent
by God to announce to Joseph, Mary’s espoused
husband, the promised One’s Name, and the
object of His mission: * Thou shalt call His
name Jesus, for He shall save His people from
their sins ”,(Matt. i. 21). To deny sin’s penalty
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had been the serpent’s daring device: to bear
sin’s penalty was the Saviour’s gracious purpose.
And since the only way of saving His pcople
from their sins was by fully enduring God’s
righteous judgment for their sins, it was on this
that His devoted heart was so firmly set.

Errand No. 2 was to announce that the
promised One had actually come. Shepherds
watching their flocks by night were the privileged
receivers of the message : ‘“ Behold I bring you
glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to you
and all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord ” (Luke ii. 8-11). On this followed a
burst of praise from a multitude of the heavenly
host: ** Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good pleasure in men.” What a
blessed forecast of the Saviour’s great work !
And what a complete exposure of the serpent’s
double deception in Eden, which in effect was
this :—

Take of the fruit, and you will find
That God is neither true nor kind.

But the wily deceiver was really deceiving
himself. For, notwithstanding the fall, God’s
interest in man’s blessing has never ceased, and
never will. This second visitor plainly arnnounced
the fact, and the death of the beloved Son
undeniably proved it. In Him God has found
for us A FRIEND INDEED,—

Sent to declare His kindness to us!

Willing to bear sin’s judgment for us !

Rejoiced to share heaven’s pleasures with us!
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How well worthy He is of every sinner’s confidence!
If you consider Him worthy of yours, reader,
and have not yet told Him so; do it now.

Errand No. 3.—Not only had this visitor some-
thing very important to say, but had something
very definite to do also. At a very early hour
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary found this
visitor at the sepulchre, He had been sent to
roll away the scaled stone from the door; and
they found him sitting upon it, as though wait-
ing to give the tidings to the first that came.
Thus he addressed them.  Fear not ye, for I
know that ye seek Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Come see the place where the Lord lay. And
go quickly and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead ” (Matt. xxviii. 1-6). Those
who had sealed His sepulchre, and done their
utmost to keep Jesus there, might now see for
themselves that He had left it. Then the same
day at evening, the blessed risen One came into
the midst of His trembling disciples, to hush
their fears and gladden their hearts.

The importance of the fact that God had
raised Him from the dead cannot be over-
estimated. When a surety for debt has satisfied
the creditor, the surety is free. And that which
gives full satisfaction to a creditor, gives full and
peaceful assurance to the debtor. On the cross,
the question of the judgment due to our sins was
gone into between our spotless Surety and the
God we had sinned against. Sin’s penalty is
death. But the death of the sinless One gave God
the fullest satisfaction; and this satisfaction
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was declared by taking the sinner’s Substitute
out of death. He Who was * delivered for our
offences ”’ was ““ raised again for our justification ”
(Rom. iv. 25). Hence the significance of the
angel’s visit to the sepulchre.

Errand No. 4.—For forty days the adorable Lord
had been giving to His disciples many infallible
proofs of the reality of His resurrection; and
at last came the hour of His departure. He led
them out as far as to Bethany, and in the act of
blessing them, with uplifted hands, He was
parted from them and carried up into heaven,
and a cloud received Him out of their sight.
While looking steadfastly upward, two men in
white apparel came and stood by them, and
thus addressed them. ‘ Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This same
Jesus Who is taken up from you into heaven
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into heaven” (Actsi. 9-11). The disciples
then ‘‘returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”

AnorHER VisiTor had been promised, and
they had been told to tarry in Jerusalem until
He came. Another Divine Person was coming.
It was the Holy Spirit of God, the Comror-
TER. Jesus had said, “If I depart I will
send Him unto you” (John xvi. 7). He was
coming as God’s witness on carth of the place.
of glory and honour given to His beloved Son
at His own right band in heaven. Well may
this Holy Visitor have been regarded as ‘‘ Com-
FORTER!” By His testimony was brought
the fullest assurance that every believer’s sins
are gone from before God. For if nothing that
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defileth can enter heaven, and the One Who once
bore our sins is now in heavenly glory, He must
be there without them—* put away by the
sacrifice of Himself ”—is our sins put away ?

Then what a comfort it must have been to
the timid disciples to be endued with the Spirit’s
power for their happy mission of preaching the
gospel of God’s grace to ‘“every creature” in a
hostile world ! And the servants of Christ have
the same comfort to-day.

Now if God’s interest in man’s blessing has
thus been expressed, what excuse will any man
find if, after all, he should die in his sins ? What
of your soul, reader ? You will do well to take
to heart one solemn fact. Every man will either
spend eternity with the great deceiver, or with
the GreEaT DELIVERER! Consider it carefully.
Which for you? Geo. C.

THE DEFIANT MADE WILLING.

NOTHING less than the power of God can

effect such a change in the heart of a
rebellious sinner; and every such triumph is a
fresh witness of what His grace can really accom-
plish. Our present desire is to draw the reader’s
attention to one of them.

A soldier on duty in a military prison was
accused by the warder of violating the prison
rules, which he solemnly denied ; with an oath
he called upon God to strlke hnn dumb if he
were guilty !

To this God answered immediately. He was
struck dumb on the spot and rendered unable to
articulate a single syllable ! L
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What a reminder of that solemn Secripture
regarding Ananias: ‘ Thou hast not lied unto
men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these
words fell down, and gave up the ghost ” (Acts
v. 1-5).

In the above occurrence, however, though the
soldier had licd both to man and to God, his life
was preserved, though bitterly weeping, day and
night, in his speechless condition.

Waited upon, the army surgeon, evidently a
sincere Christian, informed him that all he could
recommend was, that he should pray to God to
restore his speech.

Realizing his totally helpless condition, and
how he had defied God, he was completely
broken down, confessed his sinfulness and wicked-
ness, and besought His forgiveness, through
the Lord Jesus Christ.

God thus appealed to, graciously manifested
His power a second time, in restoring the speech
of the penitent soldier, who had been dumb for
over a week.

Alas! how much the world, to-day, is in the
denial of God. Man is so occupied with the
passing scenes of time and sense, that (because
unseen) God’s greatness and goodness are over-
looked.

Nevertheless, while speeding on to judgment,
the mercy of God is being constantly shown
towards those under Satan’s sway, and bringing
many to sec their lost condition and peril, in one
way or another, as in the above case, so that they
may turn to Him—seeking Jesus as their Saviour.
How little even the believer in Jesus realizes
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the wondrous position he is in, before God!
Yet how tellingly that is set forth in the Scrip-
tures. Take the following for example: “ Who
has delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of the
Son of His love; in whom we have redemption
through His blood even the forgiveness of sins :

. . all things were created by Him and for
Him : . . . that in all things He might have the
pre-eminence ’ (Col. i. 18-18).

Since He created us for Himself, well may we
be completely subject to Him, and with gratitude
own what He has done for us; giving Him the
chief place in our affections while here below ;
for He will most certainly hold that place through-
out eternity, amid the host which will surround
Him in glory. Have you, friend, truly owned
Jesus as your Lord ? T. K.

HIMSELF!
THE MAN WHO DIED FOR ME.

SOME OF THE LAST WORDS OF A SERVANT OF
CHRIST.—J. G. B.

SADLY altered was the poor worn-out body

pillowed in an easy chair, but his spirit
rejoicing in his much-loved Lord. He said,
“ Two months ago when I felt this sickness was
unto death, I asked Him to reveal Himself to
me in increased loveliness and nearness. He
did. He filled me with Himself. I know the
blood has done its blessed, blessed work for my
soul ; it is His love, His beauty, His perfection,
that fill my heart and vision.” He then spoke
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of feeling a littlc better that day. ‘ But ah!
that is no pleasure to me.”” Then, clasping his
dear thin hands together, he said, while tears
flowed down his face, ‘“ My precious Lord Jesus,
Thou knowest how fully I can say with Paul, to
depart and be with Thee is far better! I do long
for it! They come and talk to me of a crown
of glory—I bid them ceasc; of the glory of the
heaven—I bid them stop. I am not wanting
crowns—IJ have HIMSELF ! HIMSELF! I am
going to be with HIMSELF! Ah! with the
Man of Sychar; with Him Who stayed to call
Zacchaeus ; with the Man of the 8th of John;
with the Man Who hung upon the cross; with
the Man Who died! Oh, to be with Him before
the glories, the crowns, or the kingdom appear !
It’s wonderful—wonderful ! with the Man of
Sychar alone; the Man of the gate of the city
of Nain! and I am going to be with Him for
ever! to exchange this sad, sad scene which
cast Him out, for His presence. Oh, the Man of
Sychar!”

Another has expressed the happy utterances
of this departing saint in the following lines :—

“ My pilgrim days are waning ; the voice of Him

I love

Has called me to His presence in my Father’s
house above,

Long, long by faith I’ve known Him, but now
I'm going to see

The Man who sits in heaven, the Man Who
died for me.
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“ But ere I left the desert I longed that I might

know

What joy His blessed presence could give me
here below,

These few short fleeting moments, oh, I would
nearer be

To Thee, my precious Savmur, the Man Who
died for me.

“ He gave me all I asked for, yea, more than I

can tell,

He filled my soul with rapture, with joy
unspeakable,

The hand of Jesus on my soul seemed laid so
tenderly,

I had for my companion the Man Who died
for me.

“ To fall asleep in Jesus, ’tis that I think of now,
To be for ever with the Lord, before Himself
to bow,
Ah, yes, with Him Who stayed to call Zacchaus
from the tree,
With Him Who hung upon the cross, the Man
Who died for me.

“To be alone with Jesus, Himself to gaze upon,
To see the Man I've read about oft in the
eighth of John,
To leave this scene of sadness, oh wondrous
Lord to see
The glory of Thy presence—the Man Who died
for me.
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“ It is the Man Christ Jesus with Whom I’'m going

to dwell,

The weary Man of Sychar Who sat upon the
well,

Whose matchless love filled that poor heart,
and gave her eyes to see

That He was God’s anointed One, the Man
Who died for me.

“TI’'m going to be with Jesus, Who in this world

of pain :

Gave back the widow’s only son outside the
gate of Nain,

His heart was moved with pity, His word
caused death to flee,

I'm going to see Him as He is, the Man Who
died for me.

*To leave the world that cast Him out, and to
be with Him there
Before the kingdom glories or the *many
crowns ’ appear,
O blessed Man of Sychar ! it is Himself to see
He calls me to His presence—the Man Who

died for me.”
* ok %

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR GOSPEL WORKERS.
(Ewxtracts from Letters.)

“ JHOR from you sounded out the word of the
Lord ” (1 Thess. i. 8).
“1I thank my God upon every remembrance of
you. . .. For your fellowship in the gospel
from the first day until now ” (Phil. i. 8, 5).
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*“I believe that in all times, blessing within is
in the measure of evangelization. The reason
is very simple. It is the presence of God which
blesses, and God is love; and it is love which
makes one seek souls, But GOD LOVES
SOULS, and if we do not seek them, He will
set His testimony elsewhere. He loves us I
believe, but He has no need of us. May He
give us only to be faithful to Him, and He.
will certainly bless us.”

“He is above all adverse circumstances and
undesirable influences. Trust Him; He has
power to work where we least expect it.”

J. N. D.

GOD OUR FATHER,

* Absolutely tender !
Absolutely true !

Understanding all things,

Understanding youn !
Infinitely loving !
Exquisitely near !

This is God our Father,

What have we to fear ?”

E.H.T.

SINS REMEMBERED NO MORE,
“ FORGIVEN, forgotten, and cleansed and
gone ;
Atoned for, and covered by God’s dear Son;
My sins are remembered no more,

“ Let men remember, and foes accuse,
If God forgets, they may say what they choose,

My sing are remembered no more. "”
* % %



