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THE SALVATION OF GOD.

===*==l

SAVED OR DECEIVED, WHICH?

el OW mortified that man of business looks
™ ¥ as he reaches the railway-station, only to
et find that his train has just gone!

“Ah!” he mutters to himself, as he
compares his watch with railway time, and sinks
down weary and disappointed on the platform
seat, “ my walch has deceived me ; my morning is
thrown away.”

“How did it happen ?” enquired the doctor of
a poor old woman, just restored to consciousness
after a serious fall into the water.

“I didn’t think the river was so near,” she
replies ; “my eyes deceived me.”

(aptain , of that splendid clipper ship the
Dunbar, thought he was all right, no doubt, as he
steered his vessel toward Sydney harbour. But,
alas ! he mistook the North Head light for the
South Head light, and his gallant ship was
speedily reduced to a pitiable wreck.

Now no one, that I am aware of, questioned
that captain’s sincerity ; yet his ship was lost; his
judgment deceived him,

But what is the loss of a ship, though she were
freighted with all this world counts precious,
compared with the loss of one soul!

“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul ?” asks
the blessed Son Himself. (Mark viii. 36.) And
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who knows the soul’s true value as He who came
to save it ?

Is it possible, my reader, that you are steering
your vessel by a false light? May God in rich
mercy step in, and graciously rescue your soul from
eternal shipwreck !

This is a world of deceit. Satan, the prince of
it, is the “father of lies;” and man’s heart has
been pronounced by Him, who is alone able to
search 1it, as “deceitful above all things” (Jer.
xvil. 9.) DBut of all manner of deceptions, self-
deception, and especially religious self-deception,
seemns the saddest and the worst,

Do you start at the expression, religious seli-
deception? Well, depend upon it, whether it
shocks you or not, there is nothing so deceptive as
a decent religious life without the knowledge of -
Christ in the heart.

Men and women, who have never been born
again, settle down comfortably with this state of
things from week to week, until, sooner or later,
they find that they have clad themselves in the
“filthy rags” of their own righteousness (see
Isa. Ixiv. 6) instead of the “wedding garment” of
God’s providing; and that they have walked in -
the “sparks of their own kindling” (Isa. 1. 11),
instead of receiving the inshining of that “light”
which comes from the face of Jesus Christ the
Saviour in glory. (2 Cor, iv. 6.)

In the quiet rectory of a little village in North-
amptonshire, lived a person of the above type.
She was a decent, respectable woman, and, withal,
relygious too. But, sad to say, her sonl was a
stranger to Christ as her own personal Saviour,

For several years she had lived with the aged
rector in the capacity of housekeeper. But now
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the end had come. She was dying. Let us allow
those dying lips to tell their own sad story.

Addressing her aged master, who had just been
summoned by her special request to her bedside,
she said :—

“I have now been under your roof, sir, for about
twenty years.”

“You have replied the minister, “and a faith-
ful servant you have been.”

“I have regularly attended your ministry for
the whole of that period,” she continued. “I
have taken the sacrament from your hand every
month, and heard family prayers from your lips
every day.”

To all this the clergyman fully assented.

“ But,” she added, with some measure of bitter-
ness, “ yow have never once asked me, ¢ Is your soul
saved V7

“Oh, I took that for granted !” said he.

“Yes, sir, you may have taken it for granted
that I was saved; but I am dying, sir, AND MY
SOUL IS LOST !”

What an appalling discovery was this to make
on the very verge of eternity ! and that, remember,
after years and years of outward religiousness.

The fact was, that with her, as with thousands
more in the present day, sacrament-taking, prayer-
saying, sermon-hearing had been relied on instead
of Christ; and now her remorse was unbearable,
as she found her false hopes crumbling into dust,
and swept away before her dying eyes.

My dear reader, to what are you trusting for
salvation ¢ Perhaps, like the poor soul just al-
luded to, your life has been fairly good; <..
compared with many others, You have always
conducted yourself with due propriety, and sought
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to live honestly. You have diligently attended to
your (so-called) religions duties; you have your
family pew at church, or your hired sitting in the
chapel, and, moreover, you have supported the
“cause” with no niggard hand, and that for many
years. Perhaps even your minister or your class-
leader, with many others of your fellow-professors,
have loncr “laken it for granted that you are on the
right road.

But pause now, and answer, in the presence of
God, Has all this fitted you for heaven ?

Ah! you cannot, you dare not say that it has;
but still you fondly hope that, 7f you still go on
wn thas way, Christ’s merits will be added to yours
to make up any deficiency in the end. And
besides, you trust, by increased pious efforts, still
further o improve your title for heaven, before being
called to die.

If this is your condition before God, dear
friend, depend upon it you are building your
house upon the sand, you are deceiving yourself
by “a fair shew in the flesh,” and be assured that
all will come to the ground some day.

The very fact of your trying to improve your
title for heaven proves clearly that, instead of
being saved, you are only deceiving your own soul
by a false hope.

But let us turn a moment to God’s word.
Read carefully Acts iv. 12: “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for #here is nome other
name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved” (i.e. the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom God raised from the dead).

Now, if Christ alone is the sinner’s only title
for heaven ; if faith in His precious blood is the
only ground of true peacc and forgiveness; then
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you must admit that it would be nothing short of
foul blasphemy to talk of improving such a title!

Add merit to His peerless person! Tmprove
the value of His atoning sacrifice! Away with
such o thought.

The fact 1s, dear friend, your refuge is & false one,
and the sooner you face that solemn fact in the
presence of God the better.

You prove that it is self you are really trusting,
and not Christ at all. You are trying to be good
enough for God to accept youw. Conscience tells
‘you that you are yet far from God’s standard of
holiness, and that is why you think of ¢mproving
your title.

A “good self” is the Pharisee’s only trust; a
worthy Christ is the true believer’s refuge.

“ Lo, these many years do I serve t]we ” said the
¢lder son, in the parable, “neither tmnsgressed I
ot any time thy commandment: and yet thou
never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry
with my friends.”

His best doings had not earned the smallest bless-
wng. But the poor prodigal was welcomed and
blessed, not upon the ground of Ais goodness to
the father (for he owned that he had none ; he
had “sinned,” and was wnworthy), but upon " the
ground of the father's goodness and love to him.

Oh, false professor! cast off from thee, as thou
wouldst a deadly serpent, every rag of thine own
righteousness ; and while cZ@stmstmg self in every
shape, look into the face of that blessed Worthy
One in heavenly glory (“once for guilty sinners
slain ”), and trust alone in Him.

Then, instead of being deceived by thy treacherous
heart, thou shalt have the assurance of His precious
word that salvation is thine.
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“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” (Acts xvi. 31.)

Thou shalt then be able to go on thy way re-
joicing, singing thy grateful song of praise to
Him who alone is worthy. Then the language of
thy heart shall ever be—

¢ Other vefuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless gsoul on Thee.”

Gko. C.

NOW !

¢ The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and we are
not saved.”’—J=ER. viii. 20,

Sl EADER, are these words true of you?:
v ppsdl Has another year gone by, and is God’s
Eathal offer of mercy still rejected, still refused
by you, or at least left unnoticed, neglected, and
uncared for? And can you now read over the
words at the head of this paper lightly, untouched
and unmoved by them ?

Oh, take care! It is not a mere thing of time;
it is a question of e¢fernify. Kre another summer’s
sun shines forth upon the earth it may be too late,
too late for you to accept the once slighted invita-
tion, * Whosoever will let him take of the water
of life freely.” (Rev. xxii, 17.) Yes, the Lord may
have come for His own long before then, and
have taken them fo be for ever with Himself,
“whom having not seen they love.” But you, oh,
what about you? It will be too late then to
“call upon the name of the Lord,” or rather,
though you call upon Him in bitter agony of soul,
you will not then hear that loving response which
bids you “go in peace.” No, that gospel of God’s
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full, God’s free salvation which you have so often
heard, and so often rejected, will be lost for ever to
you. Remember the Lord says, “ My Spirit shall
not always strive with man.” Perhaps you say
you have often heard all that before, heard it
since your childhood, may be, and all goes on just
the same. Yes, God says, “ There shall come in
the last days scoffers walking after their own
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His
coming ?” (2 Peter iii. 3,4.) But He also says,
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise ;

and the Lord Himself says, “Behold, I come
quickly.” Oh, put it off no longer! “ZBehold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.” (2 Cor. vi 2) Oh, if you refuse
this now, what excuse are you going to give the
Lord when you meet Him by-and by in Judgment?
for you must meet Him, either in grace or judg-
ment, Remember this, you maust meet the Lord.
Will you be able to tell Him you have not heard
the gospel ? Surely “the word is very nigh unto
thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, that thou
mayest do it.” Will your answer be, you have
tried your best? You have God’s word for it,
that “all your righteousnesses are as filthy rags”
(Isa. Ixiv. 6), and that “there is none righteous,
no, not one.” (Rom. iii. 10.) You are “no worse
than others.” “ Al have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God” (Rom. iii. 23); and each
must answer for him or herself before God at that
great tribunal. But, thank God, the door of mercy
is not yet shut, and, oh, think of it, God is beseech~
ing you to be saved ! (2 Cor. v. 20.) Yes; God,
“glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders,” is also the One who in His rich mercy
says to the poor sinner, “Come now, let us reason
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together . . . though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as "wool.” (Isa. i, 18.)" The
One moreover who “spared not His own Son,” the
One who “commendeth His love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Rom. v. 8.) Refuse no longer that message of
love ; for God says to you, “Turn ye, turn ye; for
why will ye die ?”
¢ Now, now, now;

To-morrow too late mauy be;
Oh, sinner, with tears of confrition bow

Confessing ‘ He died for me.””
“ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life.” (John iil, 36.) B. M.

“I’LL TAKE THE RISK.

e 354 once walking along a country road, intent
gl on his Master’s service, he unexpectedly
came upon three gentlemanly young fellows carry-
ing axes on their shoulders. Seizing the oppor-
tunity the Lord had given him, he succeeded in
engaging them in conversation as to the eternal
welfare of their souls. Two of them listened
attentively to his observations, and appeared some-
what impressed. The third was altogether in a -
different mood. Apparently he was an open-
hearted, gay, young fellow, with no thought beyond
worldly enjoyment. Replylng to the stranger, he
stretched out his hand, pointing to a distant part
of the landscape, and said :

“You see, sir, that splendid white house on the

farm yonder ?”
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“Yes.”

“ Well, sir, my uncle has recently died, and that
estate has been left to me as his heir, and we are
now going to do some felling of timber in the
woodland that belongs to it. For, you must know,
there are some heavy debts lying upon the estate,
which I must liquidate before it is fully mine;
but as soon as I have cleared off these, I mean to
become a Christian,”

“Ah! young man,” said the Lord’s servant,
“beware! you may never see that day; while you
are galning the world you may lose your soul.”

“I’LL TAKE THE RISK,” said he, and thus they
parted.

The three young men at length reached the
wood, and this daring procrastinator with one of
the others commenced felling a tree. A huge,
heavy limb had long hung loosely near the top,
dry and ready to fall, but being unnoticed by the
young men, they continued to apply their axes
vigorously to the trunk. The tree being jarred by
the successive strokes, this branch quitted its
slender hold, and, without giving any warning,
fell crashing through the foliage upon the head of
the young heir, and stretched him upon the ground
a lifeless corpse! It was but an hour or two before
that he had been solemnly warned of his danger,
but only to elicit the scoffing rejoinder, « I’l] take
the visk” How little had he estimated what the
risk was ! how little did he know that he should
never eat another meal; that he should never
again lay his head upon his pillow ; never see the
light of another day! He had accepted the risk,
and overwhelmingly had it fallen upon him !

Dear reader, are you saying to yourself, What a
dreadful thing it was for him fo say ? Well, indeed
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it was; but which was the most dreadful, the
saying he would take the risk, or the taking it?
Surely, sad and bad as it was to say that he would
take the risk, sadder and worse was it for him to
do so. And which are you doing? You wouldn’t
speak of solemn things with such levity, I hope,
as this young man did; but, oh, reflect whether
without speaking of it you are not every moment
really taking upon yourself, positively and every
day of your life taking upon yourself, the fearful
risk of which this servant of the Lord spoke, the
risk of losing your own soul!

May God in His rich mercy open your eyes to
the grievous folly (may I not say the madness ?)
of taking the risk; and what a risk—the risk of
losing your immortal soul, the risk of spending
an eternity in the lake of fire! May He speedily
avert it, and bring you into the glorious blessed-
ness of a blood-washed child of God. W. L.

GOD'S WAY OF SALVATION,

soegadl I had pleased the Lord to place me in an
i1 @il official position on board one of Her
Lol Majesty's large training ships. I was
sitting at my breakfast one morning when
a cadet, named Mr. C , entered my cabin. fo
make enquiries about a parcel which had arrived
by post for him. During our conversation his eye
fell on some copies of “the Salvation of God,” which
had been kindly forwarded to me by the editor
through a sister in the Loxrd then staying in D
for the benefit of her health. Mr. C took up
one of these little gospel papers, and said, “ Can 1
have one of these ?”
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“Yes, sir,” 1 replied. “Do you like reading
books of that description ?”

“1 do,” he said. “I am a teetotaler.”

“Well, I am also an abstainer, but I belong to
no society.”

I then asked him if he was a Christian.

“I hope s0,” he replied.

“ And are you a sinner ?” I said. He acquiesced.
“Well, what have you to do in order that your
sins may be put away ?”

“T must pray,” he replied.

I again asked him if he was sure he had to do
something 1n. order to have his sins put away.

“Qh, yes; I must pray, and do other things.”

“But God does not say so in His precious
word. In Isaiah liii. we vread, ¢ The Lord hath
laid on Him’ (Jesus) ‘the imiquily of wus all’
Do you believe that ?”

“Yes,” he responded.

“ Then what Aave you to do?2”

He then replied, “ Nothing.”

“Thank God for showing you that” I then
endeavoured, in a simple way, to show him God’s
way of salvation in confrast to man’s way. He
had been so very pleased to tell me he was a
teetotaler, but he hesitated to say whether he was
a Christian or not; be only %oped he was a Chris-
tian. I told him God was dishonoured if we
doubted Him, and that many tried to make
“hath” spell “hope,” which he appeared fo do
also., He seemed to see the difference, and I
explained to him how God has said in His word :
“ He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him
that sent me, 2afh” (not hopeth to have) *ever-
lasting life.” I gave him one of the little books,
and as he left my cabin he seemed quite pleased.
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I lifted up my heart to God, and asked Him to
bless that young man, and send His word home
to his heart; that with him it might be Christ,
-and not only teetotalism. Christ first, then
temperance and all other good things would
follow, and have their proper place. I thought of
the many thousands who hold the same thoughts
about God’s salvation, and the result is they never
have peace. They do not see that Christ made
peace by the blood of His cross. Those memorable
words should be written in letters of gold—* 1% ¢s
Jinwshed !’ Man says, “1 have {0 do something—
turn over a new leaf, go to church regularly, say my
prayers.” I frequently think on those lines—
“J often sgy my prayers, but do I ever pray 2

And do the wishes of my heart dictate the words I say?”

Yes, many, very many, are going, we fear religi-
ously, to hell; and those who profess to teach
them are ignorant of the very A B C of the
gospel. May God in His mercy deliver such in
these closing days from mere religiousness, having
the form without the power., W. H.

“FREELY."

NOTES OF A GOSPEL ADDRESS.

“ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life ireely.”

' Rev, xxii. 17.

ol | is a delight to the heart of God to give

=& 2yl and He gives freely, He is too rich to

et sell, and we are too poor to buy. In the
Scripture just read we have our side,
“Whosoever will.” Do you desire, do you wish
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for this blessed gift, the water of life? You
must fake, come to Him and take. Take nothing
less ; and be careful to go empty, not to go full; for
He fills the empty with good things, but the rich
He sends empty away. He will not waste this
water of life by putting it into full vessels. “ How
-am I to take it?” you say. In Rev. xxi. 6 Jesus
says, “I will give to him that is athirst.” Are
you thirsty? Come with the empty vessel of
faith, and fake of the water of life freely. If the
world were full of thirsty sinners, God has enough
water to fill all; it is our responsibility to take.
Believe in Him from the bottom of your heart,
and you will get a draught which will prevent
your ever thirsting again. The only qualification
needed is to be thirsty. Jesus said, “ If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me.”

If you turn to John vi. 35, you will see that
believing on Him is drinking: “He that be-
lieveth on Me shall never thirst.” Tn John vii.
it is a pouring oub of the living water (vv. 38, 39):
“Out of His inward parts shall flow rivers of
living water.” Who get the water? All who
believe. Who get the Holy Ghost? All who
believe. Thousands arer waiting for you who are
unsaved here to-night, till you take of this living-
~water and become vessels of communicating it to
their thirsty souls.

In Rev. xxi. 6 God says, “I will give of the
Jountain.” Do you know Him as the giving God,
not the exaeting God? He does not offer to sell,
or as reward: “I will give to him that is thirsty.”
Has He made you thirsty ? He gives of the best
in heaven to the worst on earth—

% Oh Christ, Thou art the Fountain,
The deep sweet well of love!”
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Oh, drink then abundantly, and thirst no more
for ever !

In Luke xvi. 24 there is a thirsting soul in hell,
where there is not a drop of water. Plenty of
thirst there, but nothing to quench it. Alas!
plenty of water now offered freely, with few to
take it, because few are thirsting for eternal joy.
If you do not thirst on earth you will thirst for
ever in eternity, when it will be for ever too late.
The rich man only asked for a drop of water, but
there was none, not as much as could be conveyed
on the tip of the finger to cool his parched tongue.
He who was once rich on earth, and thirsted not
for the life-giving water, is now enduring eternal
thirst in the flames of hell! He refused it when
freely offered, now he cries in vain for it. There
flows no stream through those arid regioms; all
are doomed to endure eternal, undying thirst.
Come then now, whilst you may, ere it be to late,
and drink of the life-giving streams.

H. M. H.

“ONE DANCE MORE, AND DEFIANCE TO
THE FLAMES.”

eI URING the invasion of Russia by the
L Yoyel Emperor Napoleon 1., a detachment of
o34 French soldiers entered a town which the
Russians had abandoned, after setting fire to it.
Finding one building which had escaped the
general destruction, the new comers proceeded to
vary the hardships and privations of campaign
life by having a dance.
While thus merrily employed, the word passed
round that fire had been discovered in the base-
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ment of the building, but apparently little heed
was given by the revellers. Soon the warning
was repeated, with the additional intelligence, that
there was powder stored below. For a moment
the dancers paused; but a dashing officer cried,
“One dance more, and defiance to the flames!”
whereupon the giddy whirl was resumed. Soon
a terrific explosion ensued, and all instantly
perished. Thus for a brief gratification, or from
the fear of being looked upon as cowardly in
retiring promptly from a place of danger, those
merry-makers staked their lives upon an issue
which, had they made themselves fully acquainted
with the facts, they would have known was in no-
‘wise doubtful, but certain, speedy death.

Now, dear reader, doub,tless thou art not slow
to condemn such couduct as insane folly, such
folly as thou wouldst not for one moment con-
template imitating. Life is too precious to be
thus rashly gambled away; death is too awful to
be thus played with. What then about the second
death, the lake of fire ? Wouldst thou risk eternity
in hell? Art thou a true believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ? If so, thou hast everlasting life;
shalt not come into judgment, but art passed out
of death into life. Thou canst say—

“ He bore on the tree the sentence for me,
And now hoth the Surety and sinner are free.”

Thou art in Christ Jesus, and there is no con-
demnation for thee. “He bare our sins in His
own body on the tree.” If this be thy happy lot,
thou canst rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory, and under constraint of His redeeming,
dying love seek to live to His glory.

But if it be not so with thee, remember there is
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but one other class, and thou art in it. “He that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on Him.” - The terrible
wrath of a holy, sin-hating, all-powerful, all-
knowing God rests upon thee, and His changeless,
unsullied righteousness pledges thy everlasting
punishment.

He has not only sent thee full, emphatic, re-
peated warning of impending judgment, but He,
out of the depths of His own great heart of love,
has given His only begotten Son, to endure not
only awful agony at the hands of man, but the
deep unfathomable anguish of bearing the judg-
ment of sins in order that thou mightest escape
the hell that yawns for thee, and share eternal
life and glory with His risen glorified Son. He
has planted the cross of His Son right before
thee, to bar thy way to perdition. In view then
of such unalterable righteousness, and amazing
divine love, what is thy attitude? Art thou
clinging to the fleeting gratifications, the vain am-
‘bitions, the uncertain riches, the empty honours
of a scene like this, with thy life hapging upon
a thread, not knowing what a day or an hour
may bring forth, not caring that in a moment
thou mayest pass over the brink into that dread
abode of endless woe, where no star of hope shall
ever rige ?

Is it thy thought that there is time enough yet ?
I beseech thee learn a lesson from the terrible
end of the French dancing-party, lest thou shouldst
suddenly lift up thine eyes where gospel offers and .
entreaties, are known only as torturing memories
of opportumtles once lightly esteemed “and madly

neglected.
A G,
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“1 SEE JESUS; AND HE HAS ON HIM, ‘KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

Fa’eas HAVE seldom heard of a more touching
" or triumphant “departure” than that of
2oe3d F. P. B, a boy about ten years old, the
chlld of Christian parents, from whom he had
learnt to value “the Holy Scriptures” even from
infancy; but it was not until September, 1881,
after hearing the gospel at the Public Hall, that
he made any profession of being saved—a pro-
fession which those around him had every reason
to believe was genulne.

On a Wednesday morning in December last, he
was going with a younger brother to school, when
he slipped and fell, but was immediately on his feet
again as if nothing serious had happened. The next
day, however, he was in considerable pain, which
the fond hands of his mother, and subsequently the
more skilful aid of the doctor, failed to relieve, and
which increased without abatement to the end ; but
not a murmur nor a word of complaint passed his
lips. “Mother,” said he one day in the midst of his
sufferings, “1 want to go home.” She replied, “ My
darling, you are at home,” “Yes,” he rejoined, “ but
I mean I want to go home to Jesus.” What a
genuine ring this desire has about it; it is one of
the sure indications of a soul really converted ; it
wants to “be with Christ.” Thus the demoniac, in
Luke viii,, long under Satan’s power, and presenting
one of the most abject pictures of human misery

Vol. VI. No. 62.]
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ever seen, when rescued by the Son of God from
the tyrant’s hands “prayed Him that he might be
with Him.” Thus Saul of Tarsus, the blameless
Pharisee, yet withal “the chief of sinners” and
fiery persecutor of God’s saints, when madly bent
on his murderous errand, was met by the victorious
and glorified Saviour on the Damascus road, and
there and then confessed Him as “ Lord,” He too
desired “to depart and be with Christ.”

A few hours after Fred was looking very happy,
and on being asked what he saw, said, “I see
Jesus; and He has on Him, ‘King of kings and
Lord of lords.” Glorious sight, my friend, was it
not, for this young disciple with pain-racked body
on the verge of eternity ? DBut say, Have you seen
Jesus? for it is inevitable that you must see Him
either here or hereafter, as Saviour now, orJ udge iAen,
To-day He speaks in accents of purest richest grace;
in eternity they will be exchanged for the thunder,
tones of unsparing wrath. Oh turn you with the

eye of faith straightway to that blessed Vietim
uplifted on yonder tree of Calvary, martyred by
men, deserted by disciples, abandoned by God!
And as you gaze upon Him, and listen to His
agonizing cry, “ My God, my God, why hast thou.
forsaken me ?” learn that nothing but that mighty
sacrifice could meet the desperate need of your
guilty soul, or the just claims of the throne of God.
But remember you must meet Him. “ Behold, He
cometh with clouds; and every eye sholl see Him ;"
from this there is no escape. Gehazi, Elisha's
servant, deceived the Syrian captain and eluded all
detection until “he went in and stood before his
master,” and now eye to eye with the man of God,
his sin is brought out to daylight and fastened for
ever upon him. (2 Kingsv.) What an awaking for
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you, if you die unsaved, to find yourself face to face
with the Searcher of hearts, who has “set your secret
sins in the light of His countenance,” all of which
will then be reflected in the spotless purity of the
“great white throne,” from thence to pass-to the
dark and flaming dungeons of the lake of fire.

But let us return to the bedside of our dear
young friend. On being asked if he would like a
hymn sung at his grave, he replied, “ Yes; ¢ Christ
the Lord will come again.” “And so He will,
dear boy, and you will be among ‘the dead in
Christ who rise first;’ corruptlon exchanged for
incorruption, and we 'who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with you and them to
meet the Lord in the air.” (1 Thess. iv.) DBlessed
hope! wonderful meeting! “Surely I come
quickly ” are the parting words of Jesus.

Dear fellow-believer, in view of this cloudless .
prospect you may wipe away the tears of
bereavement and sorrow for the loved ones gone
before. < He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry,” So says the child of God, and heeds
not the scornful question of the scoffer, “ Where
is the promise of His coming ?” nor the deceived
cry of the empty professor, “My Lord delayeth
His coming,” but awaits with upturned face,
girded loin, and burring lamp the speedy-comng
Bndearoom “They that were ready went in with
Him to the marriage: and the door was shut.”
Alas, then, for the sham religionist whose voice
will help to swell the wail of lost souls outside
the closed door-—* Lord, Lord, open to us,”

“What will you do without Him when He shuts to the door,
And you are left outside because you would not come before ;
When it is no use knocking, no use to stand and wait,

For the word of doom to]ls through your heart that, gerrible
‘Too late’?”
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Another wish of the dear boy’s was to see some
of his school-fellows ere he departed. To one who
came he said, *“ Robert, I want you to come to Jesus,
do come to Jesus, will you?” and then bade him
“Good-bye” quite cheerfully. May his parting
desire be gratified, not only in his youthful com-
panion but also in the unknown peruser of these
lines, to whom “being dead he yet speaketh.”
“Come to Jesus »__not, to church, chapel, or
meeting, baptism, sacraments, or reformation, but
to Jesus, the crucified, glorified, and coming One.
Come to Jesus for pardon, peace, eternal life, divine
righteousness, and endless glory, and come now.
Time is brief, the Judge is at the door, Oh, the
madness of delay when thy soul trenibles in the
balance, and everlasting life and death are at stake !
Rearken not, I beseech thee, to the foul breath of
Satan as he whispers, “Not yet,” “Later on,”
“Plenty of time;” for full well he knows that
these are the wreckers’ fires which have allured
thousands before you on to the rocks of eternal
woe. “Now is the accepted time; now is the day
of salvation.” Decide then at once for Christ, and
declare yourself forthwith on the Lord’s side.

“Now! now! now!
To-morrow too late may be ;

O sinner, with tears of contrition bow
Confessing ¢ Christ died for me.’”

The brightness of this dear young believer con-
tinued to the close, his very face shining with a
Iustre that no earthly influence could have
produced. “Don’t ecry,” was his sympathetic
word to his mother, “you know I shall be with
Jesus ;” and embracing hig parents he said, as he
drew them to him to kiss them, “I am so happy!

oh, it is so nice !” and on being asked the reason,
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he made answer, “Because I know I am saved.”
A while after another of his young friends called,
and though unable to speak to him himself, he
desired his mother to point him to Christ. His
last words were, “I SEE JESUs,” and then was
with Him. We shall meet him again “on the cloud”
when the blessed Master comes, Reader, will you
be there ?° " Avur. M.

“THAT’S ME; THAT’S MY PRAYER.”

iy

173 08N this day of much preaching and great
R W religious effort the question must often
=238 occur, “ Why is there so little real bless-

ing? Why of the hundreds and thou-
sands who hear the gospel are there so few saved ?”
How different to the bright day of Pentecost!
(Acts il) On that day at the preaching of Peter
were found three thousand converts from one
sermon ; but, as it has been remarked, it is now
more nearly one convert to three thousand sermons.
Do we ask then why there is so little positive
frnit found by the Lord’s servants? Secripture
supplies an answer: “The word preached did not
profit them, not being mized with faith in them
that heard it.” The word of God is preached, the
way of salvation presented, the grace of God
declared, His love commended, and His righteous-
ness proclaimed in justifying the ungodly; but
hundreds upon hundreds, and thousands upon
thousands, with their eyes open, in a sense, gallop
on to eternal ruin, and perish in their sins.

Two things are necessary, we may say, or at
least two things are commonly found, where eternal
blessing comes to the soul. There is appreciation,
and there is appropriation ; both are by faith, we
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need scarcely add. These two things indicate that
the Word preached has been mixed with faith, and
has thus brought profit to the soul. First there
must be appreciation. If I have no sense of the
value of what is offered, is it likely that I shall
take it ? Thus we read, ¢ God commendeth His love
toward us.” He geeks that we should appreciate
that which His grace has accomplished for us. And
it is thus also with His word ; for we read, “ Thou
hast magnified thy word above all thy name.” The
most covetous man will not seek to possess him-
- self of what he fails to appreciate. God commends
to us His love; He magnifies His word that we
may learn its value, and appreciate it for ourselves.
He who appreciates it, then, is he who mixes faith
with his hearing of the word of God.

Nor will he who appreciates what is divine
fail to approprinte it unto the eternal blessing of
his soul. It is the quality of faith to go on. The
first movement of fa,lth secures everlasting conse-
quences. It never retraces its steps, never retires,
never recants. Did one rise from the dead, and
preach the gospel, or did an angel from heaven
proclaim God’'s great salvation, were there no
faith, there would be no real appreciation of it;
and were there wanting this, there would be no
appropriation unto eternal blessing.

Dear reader, ask yourself if you have ever truly
valued that which God commends to you in His
word ; ever truly appreciated that word which He
has magnified above all His Name. If not, you
have not far to seek for the reason why your soul
is unsaved,-and your sins are unforgiven. What
is needed is for the heart to be opened by faith to
the eternal value to our souls of the word of God.

I lately met with a touching illustration of this
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given by a writer, whose words I will endeavour
to reproduce. A poor Hottentot in South Africa
lived with a God-fearing Dutchman, who kept up
family prayer daily. One day the latter read from
Luke xviil.: “Two men went up into the temple
to pray.” The poor savage, whose heart had been
touched with the finger “of God, looked up with
deepest interest as these words fell from the
reader’s hps, and whispered, “ Now I’ll learn how
to pray” The Dutchman confinued: “God, I
thank thee that I am not as other men,” and When
he had reached these words, again the Hottentot
Whlspered and this was what he said, “No ; I'm
not; I’m not; BUT I’'M WORSE.” Aga,m the Dutch-
man read, ¢ I fast twice in the week, I give tithes
of all that I posSess.” And again there was a
whisper, “ I don't do that; I can’t pray like that;
what shall I do ?” said the distressed savage. The
reading was continued until they came to the
publican, who would not so much as lift up his
eyes to heaven. “ That’s me!” cried the poor
African. “Stood afar off,” read the other. “Z%hat’s
where I am,” said the Hottentot. “Dut smote
upon h1s breast saying, God be merciful to me a
sinner.” ¢ That’ s me; that’s my prayer !” cried
the poor creature, aloud now, being too deeply
moved to confine himself to whispers, and smiting
on his dark breast, he prayed, “ God be merciful to
me o sinner,” like the poor publican had done, and
he at once became a saved and a happy man.
The word was mixed with faith—how truly,
how simply ! He appreciated it, and thus it was
he approprioted it, and he was saved by the blood
of Christ. Dear reader are you ¢

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by #he
word of God.” W. R.
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REVELATION AND INFIDELITY.

Ig\__}g-':’fi’ NE great root principle of the scepticism
| it Bl of the present day lies in man’s assumed
i) competency to judge of matters concern-
ing the unseen world in the same way
that he does of sublunary things; viz, through
the medinm of his senses. And therefore every-
thing which he fails to reduce to the level of his
own understanding, or to harmonize with his own
mode of reasoning, he rejects as unworthy of
credence. It does not appear to occur to the
freethinker that his premises may be wrong, that
his very reasoning powers may be perverted. And
vet we know how possible this is with reference
to the human mental faculties ; how comparatively
common it is to find a man, otherwise sane and
clear-headed, deluded and haunted by some pecu-
liar idea, which to anybody but himself has its
existence only in his imagination. I submit there-
fore that any candid, thinking mind will admit
the preamble “proved;” viz, that man’s ability to
judge of the unknown by the known may be at
fault, not only in degree, but in its very nature;
or, to use the phrase of Scripture, “ A deceived
heart hath turned him aside.” (Isaiah xliv. 20.)
And now I ask my reader to go a step further
with me, and to concede this axiom, that if we
are to know anything at all of God, He mwust in
some way reveal Himself to our finite minds.
And here the Bible appeals directly to wus:
“Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far
from righteousness.” (Isa. xlvi. 12)) “Be still,
and know that I am God.” (Ps. xlvi. 10.) “Thou
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thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as
thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in
order before thine eyes.” (Ps. 1. 21.) Ah! what
a relief to turn from the weary maze of human
speculation, uncheered by one ray of solid comfort
or hope for the future, and to hear the voice of
One who came to make the mighty Unknown
known: “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt.
xi. 28.) Rest for the aching brain, the anxious
heart, the burdened conscience. Rest at the feet
of Jesus. No cold, barren, speculative theology
here; no lifeless creed of dogmatism, ready, from
its sheer weight of inanition, to fall from its hold
over the human mind; but a Person, a living,
beating heart, a man in heaven now, once on earth
to suffer even unto death. ‘The sinner’s Substitute,
the Friend of publicans and sinners, “ Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.”

Dear reader, say, Hast thou found a friend ? Is
Jesus thine? Can you say, like one of old, “f
know whom I hawe believed ” ? (2 Tim.1.12.) If youn
can, if your foundation is rockbuilt, if your trust
is in the bloodshedding of the Saviour, the storms
of infidelity and superstition will alike sweep over
you in vain. Yea, judgment to come will, for you,
have lost its terrors ; for Himself * bare our sins in
His own body on the tree” (1 Peter ii. 24), and
“with His stripes we are healed.” (Isa. liil. 5.)

One word in closing. If you are a reasoner,
and as such a rejecter of God’s revealed word,
may He in His much mercy lead you to see the
weakness of your understanding, and the folly of
trusting to it, and cause you to say, in the in-
spired language of another, “ Lead me to the Rock
that is higher than 1.” (Ps. 1xi. 2.) G. G.
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“1 AM NOT READY .TO DIE.

P rd N one of the wards of a large London
4 B8l hospital lay a dying girl. It was a warm
(22l summer day, when everything speaks of

life—the birds singing outside, the trees
hlooming in the garden. How doubly sad a sick-
bed seems on such a day! Yet inside the hospital
was as comfortable and cheery as kind hands
could make it— flowers prettily arranged on the
tables, texts on the walls, everything seemed so
fresh and neat. What a contrast when one turned
to look at the wasted form of the dying girl—
young and beautiful—yet consumption had laid
its deadly hold on her! What availed her the
brightness around! She was soon to pass into
the presence of God; but oh, saddest of all, she
knew it not! Those near her refused to speak to
her of her approaching end.

What an awful responsibility for those who
would keep dying sinners from the knowledge of
their condition! Only one friend dared to speak
to her of a Saviour, to point her to the One who
was crucified-for sinners, and to implore her to fly
for refuge from the wrath to come ; but impatiently
the sufferer turned from her. “I can’t be troubled
with religion now; time enough to think of that
when I come to die.”

Reader, have you never said the same? In the
buoyancy of health and strength, have you not
felt that death was a long way off? Let me tell
you God recognizes no to-morrow. He says,
“Now 1s the accepted time; now is the day of
salvation.”  You have but the present moment.
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Oh, take salvation now ! God is offering you a
free pardon by faith in the blood of His Son.
Take heed how you refuse it; take warning by
this poor girl who turned a deaf ear to her friend’s

pleadings. Yes, and to the pleadings of a loving
Saviour longing to save her. She would not listen
then, but in a few short hours she lay cold in her
coffin. And did she find “ time enough when she
was dying ”?

Judge for yourselves, my readers. Twenty
minutes before she died the head nurse told her
she must soon pass away. And what was her
answer ? Cries and shrieks rent the air. “I am
not ready to die. Don’t let me die; I can’t die.”
What an awful scene! Picture to yourself the
dying girl in her agony. Ah, too late now!
Satan has got the mastery. Yet the same friend
still stood at her side beseeching her to look to
the Son of God who came into the world to save
sinners, the One who says, “ Look unto me, and be
ye saved, all the ends of the earth;” but all the
answer she got was the heart-rending cry, “Too
late! too late! Don’t let me die.” Could human
aid avail her? Could a friend’s frail hands snatch
her from death’s terrible grasp? Ah, no! “None
of them can by any means redeem his brother nor
give to God a ransom for his soul.”

And so the moments hastened on till the cries
orew fainter and fainter, and her spirit returned to
the God who gave it, still with those awful words
on her lips—“ 1 am not ready to die.”

Reader, are you ready ? I fancy 1 can hear you
saying, “I am not dying; I am well and strong.”
Yes; but can you say with certainty that you will
be well and strong an hour hence? “Therefore
the misery of man is great, because he knoweth
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not what skall be” No; you have but one
moment to be saved, and that moment is now,
while you read this paper. Now fly for refuge
to the hope laid before you. Your sins may be
many or few, but God says, “ Without shedding,
of blood is No remission,” He tells you that all
your righteousness is as “filthy rags.” Nof your
sins, but your fancied good works; your righteous-
ness is as filthy rags in the sight of God. “It is
the blood that maketh an atonement for the
soul.” Only the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse
us from sin. Oh, go to God in your wretchedness,
and own yourself a lost sinner in His presence!
Let Him save you; He wants you to be saved,
“God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
But “ he that believeth not is condemned already ;”
not, will be condemned, but “is condemned al-
ready, and the wrath of God abideth on him.”
What a fearful condition to be in, living in this
world with God’s wrath resting on you! and such
ig your case if you are not washed in the blood of
the Lamb. God grant you may find, while there
is yet time, the One who said on this earth, “ Him
that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.”
| N. B.

“BECAUSE THE DEVIL HAD LULLED
YOU TO SLEEP.

2 RAVELLING one day by rail in a carriage
| with one other occupant, a working man
il of middle age, I gave him a gospel tract.

After looking at it a moment or two he
said, “I have been very ill, and have just re-
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covered ; and when I was so ill that I thought I
was gomg to die I did not think anything about
these things; my thoughts were all about my
wife and fa,mlly and how they would be provided
for, and I was not afraid to die. Can you tell me
how that was?” I answered, “Yes, I can. Imagine
to yourself a man in a boat, and that boat is drift-
ing every moment nearer and nearer to some
frichtful whirlpool or terrible cataract, where
certain destruction must be the doom of the
occupant of that boat. But the man has no fear;
he knows nothing of terror or alarm. You stand
on the shore, it may be, and witness the awful
danger he is in, but danger 1s unknown to him;

you shudder as you watch the vessel in the
distance making headway, borne by the strong
current with its bearer to his awful doom; you
are amazed that he is so insensible and uncon-
cerned. Why is he so? What is the secret of
his fearlessness and indifference on the brink of
death and eternity ? It is this, he lies fast asleep
in the bottom of the boat. Ah! could you only
awake him what desperate efforts he would make
to escape from his position !

“ And, my friend, that is an illustration of what
your position was when you lay in your bed. On
the very verge of death and eternity you were
fearless and unconcerned. Why? Because the
devil had lulled you to sleep. Had you died you
would have been lost for ever. Your eternity
would have been spent in the lake of fire, ‘ where
there is wailing and gnashing of teeth.

“God has spared you in allowing you to be
restored to health again. May you be awakened
to a sense of your state as a sinner, and to the
danger that you are still in.” “Well, I hope I
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shall wake up,” was his reply. Our journey ended,
we separated.

Dear reader, we read in the Bible: “The god of
this world” (¢.e. Satan) “hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine unto them.”

God warns you of your danger; Satan blinds
you to if. God tells you what a sinner you are.
He says, “All have sinned;” that must take
you in, But not only does God warn of danger,
He entreats, beseeches wou, to be reconciled,
points you to the One who died on the cross for
sinners, and who, having thus died, is now in
the Glory

But mark—not only does Satan blind you to
your danger, but he wants to hide from your eyes
that One in the glory, that One who still says,
“ Look unto me, and be ye saved.” A

“I KNOWS IT HERE.”

«t Ho that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in
himself.”—1 Joun v. 10.

B7=3]0D has not left us any uncertainty con-
LESIAY| cerning the things nearest to His heart ;
o4l His delight is that we should fully know
and enjoy them. Thus, too, His Son, the
blessed Lord dJesus Christ, in speaking to His
disciples before He left this scene, said, “I will
not leave you comfortless . . . but the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send, He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance whatsoever I have
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said unto you;” and again we read: “He” (the
Comforter) “ shall testify of me.”

The natural heart of mankind seeks and finds
all manner of devices and plans to let its object
know the depths of its love. Can God do less
than man ? No, dear reader. God has given us
His word, therefore we can see there His thoughts
about us, and the unfathomable love of His Being,
I would ask you one question: Do you really care
to know His heart? He hears the answer you
give to this question. Let me tell you of a dear
old woman who knew the Lord Jesus Christ as a
very precious object for her heart. She was
travelling once by traih on a market-day, when
suddenly she heard two young men sitting beside
her giving out their own thoughts and oplmons on
the word of God. “It is not true,” said they.
“« Why should you and I believe that we shall
spend an endless age in hell?” Ah, reader, why
indeed ? The answer Christ, the Son of God,
gave to the infidels of old was, “Ye will not
come to Me that ye might have /ife.” The old
woman paused, Could it be possible that she had
heard aright? Then she laid down her basket of
fresh butter and eggs packed for market, and
leaning forward on her old blue umbre]la she
touched the arm of one, and said gently, “ Young
master, the Bible 45 true, every word.” The young
man smiled back in her earnest face. “You are
an ignorant old woman. Doubtless you think it
true, but let me tell you there are now clever and
scientific scholars who spend days and nights in
study, and they have proved beyond a doubt the
truth of what I say. Pray, since you say it’s
true, prove it,” The dear child of God looked
straight in his face for two or three seconds; then
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laying her old and feeble hand on her heart, she
sald, with the greatest reverence and earnestness,
. “Young master, I Znows it Zere. I needs no
scholarships to tell me God is light and God is
love.”
Truly has the word of God written, “ We have
this witness in ourselves.” Reader, have you ?
A BY.

“CANNOT BE LOST.”

ehacagd I is well for us to understand this—to
see clearly that, Christ having onee borne
i8N our sins in His own body on the cross,
God cannot righteously have anything
to say against us who have taken Him at His
word, and trusted our souls to Christ, and Christ
alone ; who have accepted His offer (see Rom.
vi. 23) and have acknowledged His kindness in
inviting us to the marriage supper of His dear
Son ; and who, therefore, are PRIVILEGED TO
KNOW, on the authority of the word of God,
who ‘cannot lie’ (Titus 1. 2), that our souls,
having been ‘apprehended of Christ Jesus’ (Phil
iii. 12), canNoT be lost: in the knowledge of
which truth lies all the desire affer as well as
power for a holy’life.

“But if, on the other hand, the sinmer *will
not’ (Johnv 40) be entreated (2 Cor. v. 20) to
allow himself to be laid hold of (or ‘apprehended,’
Phil. iii. 12) by the living, loving God, through
faith in the work and shed blood of Christ, how
can such an one hope fo escape from the effects

of that curse under which he was born?”
C. G. E.
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:mw“

YOUR SINS.

W/ (Y sins! Oh, that is a dreary subject,
& K and one that T would rather not enter-
pedaieitel tain ; at least, just now.”

“ (Quite so; but come, do not, I pray you, shirk
the questmn It must be met and answered
one day, and in a matter of such eternal moment
there is no time like the present. Now, [ may
not know your name, yet 1 know your character.
I know this about you, that you have committed
sins. How many or how aggravated I cannot of
course tell; God knows. But, reader, you and I
have sinned. We cannot deny the fact. We may
be clear of certain crimes, but of sin against God
we are guilty.

When the Pharisees (in John viii.) brought a.
suilty woman before Christ that He mlght pass
His judgment on her case, He answered them,
“Let him that is without sin among you be the
first to cast a stone at her” Notice, He did not
specify the sin. They were not doubtless’ charge-
able with the crime laid at her door; but He said,
“without sin.” And what was the result ? They
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest unto
the last. See them file out, each so condemned in
conscience of sin that even the youngest must
plead guilty. Not one is able to withstand the
broad, sweeping, all-inclusive charge of siz.

And so in Rom. iii,, “ ANl have sinned ;” and
Gal. iii., “The Scrlpture hath concluded all wnder

VYol. VI, No. 63.]
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sin.”  Awful conclusion of those Scriptures that
cannot be broken, but awfully true.

Hence, without wrongfully accusing you of
those outward sins of which perhaps you can
wash your hands, yet, depend upon it, you are not
“without sin.” Old or young, you cannot stand
up in God’s presence and plead innocent.

Well, then, face the charge. Now, God always
punisghes sin, He will “by no means clear the
guilty.” Witness the expulsion from Eden, the
Flood, Sodom, the death of the Sabbath-breaker
and many other instances of His judgment of His
people Israel’s evil—their present desolation as a
nation, the future earthly judgments detailed in
the book of the Revelation, and the eternal punish-
ment of the impenitent. All these speak, with voice
distinct and loud, in your conscience, dear unsaved
reader, and face, oh, face the fact of your personal
guilt! The reason of my urgency is because people
on all hands underestimate the gravity of their
state before God. The subject is distasteful, and
ig laid aside for the usual “convenient season.”
At another time, but not just now, and so on and
on, till, alas! the prayer for a drop of water. to
cool the burning fongue is wrung from an
agonized but hopeless bosom. Ah! dear soul,
I tremble as I write; the bare thought of
this being your portion overwhelms my heart,
but the reality, oh, the indescribable agony of
him who must hear the sentence—Depart from
me, ye cursed”—hopeless gloom indeed! But it
ends not there—“inlo everlasting fire” What a
trinity of evils—departure from the Christ who
died to save, then the cusrse, and then the “ever-
lasting fire.” Soul, pause. As a servant of Christ,
T command you to hear these awful words, written
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before they are finally pronounced, just that you
may take warning, and escape the despiser’s doom.
Of this I"have no doubt, that the keenest pang of
remorse in hell will be because of having refused
on earth God’s offer of mercy. Privileges abused,
opportunities neglected, invitations to gospel-
meetings disregarded, the plaintive appeals of -
preachers in-doors or out ridiculed ; in a word,
that lovely, tender “come” of an mﬁmtely-—patlent
Saviour stubbornly resisted, that will be, I firmly
repeat, the bitterest ingredient of self—reproach in
the cup of the despiser’s endless sorrow. Reader,
shall it be thus with you ?

Thank God, 'tis not yet too late; “yet there 1s
room ;" to-morrow there may be nome. Grace
flows to-day. ¢ Come now, let us reason together,
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Be reagonable ; God condescends to reason with
you. What grace—your sins of scarlet dye may
be washed out, and your guilty soul made white
as snow! How? By blood. “The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.,” Tt
cleanseth now. It makes the believer fit for the
presence of God. Instance “the dying thief.”

The blood of the paschal lamb screened Israel
from the angel of death; the blood of Jesus
secures from judgment the soul that trusts Him.

Yes, sins are obliterated from God’s’ eye and
memory by the precious blood of Christ; and the
believer thus secured is justified, and made meet
to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints
in light. Blessed provision !

Ah! let the goodness of God lead you fto
repentance. Act like the prodigal on his happy
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homeward journey. Pour out the tale of your
sing and sorrows into the Father's ear. That ear
is open still, Have for your only plea the blood
of Christ; for your star of hope His own sweet
“come;” for your ground of assurance His im-
mutable word, “ He that believeth hath everlasting
life;” and then for your grateful acknowledgment
of His salvation, a life spent at His feet and in
His service. J. W. 8,

“TEN DAYS.

JJRE you saved 7” Such was the question
\%i| asked, through the finger alphabet, by

& one of the Lord’s servants, whom I had
taken to see a poor deaf and dumb young man,
then dying of consumption.

«Y—e-g,” was the short yet decisive reply, spelt
upon the fingers.

“ How long have you been saved ?”

“Ten days,” was the ready answer, made in the
same manner as before.

“ How do you know you are saved ?” was then
asked.

In answer to which the poor young fellow
pointed first to a list of “whosvevers” which 1 had
previously affixed to the wall by his side, and
ran his finger along the lines, dwelling on that
verse, John iii. 16 ; then in a moment pointing to
his own bosom, as much as to say, First taere, on
the authority of God’s word; then Aere, “the
Spirit” bearing witness with His spirit. (Rom. viii.
16.) That “whosoever” spoken by our Lord
Jesus having been applied in life-giving power to
his soul. “ For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be-
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lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” Other guiet but satisfactory conver-
sation followed, and we left him.

He lingered on a few weeks, thus giving me
several opportunities of seeing him, and from
his testimony during that time I am satisfied of
his being “a saved soul.” A few hours before he
passed away, when too weak to make finger signs
I saw him lift his arm and point upwards, where 1
believe his spirit went, to be “ with the Lord.”

Dear reader, could you answer Yes to the first
question in this paper ? If not, why not? Whose
fault is it? Can God do more than He has done ?
Remember, God has His way of saving siuners,
and if we are saved at all, we must be saved in
His way. We cannot be saved in our own, and
His way is to glorify Christ in saving sinners,
those who come to Him as such, counting and
resting upon what Jesus Christ did for God’s
glory, in dying “the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to G'rod ” “TFor by grace are ye
saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast.” (Eph. ii. 8, 9.) The dying thief
condemned Himself, justified Christ, then turned
to Him, and went straight from a deserved male-
factor’s cross to the undeserved presence of his
Lord in paradise. (Luke xxiii. 40-43.) “The wages
of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. vi. 23.)

“This man receiveth sinners” (Luke xv. 2), in
proof of which see Luke vii. 37-50. Dear fellow-
sinner, come as such, own yourself a sinner, and
take the mercy which God holds out to you in
Christ Jesus, and then thank Him for it.

A B
B.
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THE CAVE OF ADULLAM.

1 8as. xxii, 1, 2.

i 7 STﬁANGE place this in which to find a
% type, or figure, of Christ's present place

MR- T i s
s ANS 2 D
o Y

sicthaded 1n glory! A strange person, too, this
despised and persecuted David, in whom to find
a figure of the Son of God, the Saviour of sin-
ners! And a strange company, moreover, this
motley crowd of low, disreputable men, debtors,
distressed, and discontented oneg, in- which to find
a figure of those who are the very members of
the body of Christ now, and who ere long will be
His bride! Yet so it is, blessed be God.

Observe three things here—the place, the person, .
and the people,—things of much interest in
the narrative itself, where the cave of Adullam,
and David, and the four hundred, are the leading
features before us; but things of much deeper
interest in the spiritual scene that answers to
this, where Christ in the glory is gathering sin-
ners to Himself And the parallel runs right
through the story, presenting the gospel most
clearly and blessedly for us. Certain people are
gathered into a certain place. 7o whom are they
gathered ? on what principle? and for what purpose!

David had been anointed as king instead of
Saul, even while the latter was allowed to remain
on the throne. Saul, therefore, true type of man
in the -flesh, hated David, and sought to kill
him; but David fled from him, and took refuge
in the cave of Adullam. He was a fugitive and
an exile there, yet entitled to a throne, and
waiting for it. Sheltered thus in obscurity, he
gathers round him a band of men as soldiers,
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but of such a stamp that suvely there mever
was a royal regiment like it anywhere, either
before or since. They were the very scum of the
people—good-for-nothing, worthless fellows, with-
out character, or occupation, or the means of pro-
curing either, They were outcasts, who were so
painfully conscious of their condition that they
were glad to accept shelter in David’s cave, and
place themselves under his control and care ; and
he received them, yea, gathered them, and became
a captain over them, and positively made them
his body-guard. Once associated with him thus,
they were his, and bhe was theirs. They had
nothing, and looked for nothing, apart from him,
David was everything to them—their commander
whom they obeyed and cleaved to in time of
peace, rendering every power they possessed to
him, and deriving all they needed from him. In
war they followed him, fought by his side, and
laid down their lives for him. -They shared his
perils and hardships, his sufferings and reproach,
as well as the honours and rewards of his ex-
ploits, His success was theirs; bhis defeat would
he theirs. He took them, and they took him,
absolutely, unconditionally, “ for better for worse.”
Practically he and they were one. David’s ruined,
ragged, wretched crew found in him the head of a
new creation. Their union with him made them
new creatures, in a sense, gathered on new ground,
where all things for them were of David. To Dawid,
therefore, were these four hundred gathered.

And now observe the parallel between David
and Christ. He, David’s Lord as well as his Son,
was God’s anointed king of Israel. But before
taking His throne He was despised and rejected,
persecuted and hunted to death, even the death
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of the cross, and banished from the earth, the
appointed scene of His reign. * But God raised
Him from the dead, took Him up into glory, and
said to Him, “ Sit thou at my right hand antil T
make thine enemies thy footstool ” He is there-
fore now in the glory of heaven, but in the same
character as David in the cave of Adullam; and
a blessed thing indeed it is for s that He is there;
for He is occupying this interval (more than 1800
years now) in gathering out a people for Him-
self from this mass of sinners, who shall be His
partners in glory and honour and power for ever.
And who are these? The very counterparts of
David’s men in a spiritual sense—sinners, who
are so thoroughly conscious of their lost, ruined,
and worthless condition in the sight of God, hav-
ing neither character, merit, nor place before Him,
that they are willing to come to Christ, as David’s
men came to him, and acknowledge Him as Saviour,
Leader, and Lord. To Christ therefore are sinners
being gathered now.

But let us look at the terms used to deseribe
these men. Are they not strikingly applicable to
those unsaved ones of whom Christ speaks as “ye
that labour and are heavy laden”? Are not such
veritably “in debt, in distress, and discontented ”?
I think so, and I trust you will too, dear unsaved
one, and will come as such to Him at once.

You are o deblor to God, a great debtor, and
doubly a debtor; first, because of His kindness to
you; and, secondly, because of your sin against
Him. Just think of the former for a moment;
think how He has daily loaded you with benefits;
think of His countless gifts to you from the first
moment of your existence, your breath, your food,
your raiment, your health, your reason, your skill,
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your home, your friénds, yea, @/ that has com-
bined to make yoi? what you are to-day. He has
watched over you too, and preserved you from
numberless perils. And more, far more than this,
He has sought to save you, by the sacrifice of His
own Son, from the feartal doom of an eternal hell.
Moreover, He has given you His word to tell you
all this,and His Spirit to strive with you, and has
borne patiently with you thus far despite your
ingratitude and sin; so that you are this day a
monument of His mercy, still left, where Christ
waits “to save to the uttermost all that come unto
God by Him.” Oh, what love! OH, WHAT LOVE !
How can you resist it? How can you hesitate to
admit that you are His debtor ? You cannot, I am
sure. Ob, rather say, “ What shall I render unto
the Lord for all His benefits toward me ? I will
take the cup of salvation, and call upon the
name of the Lord” (Ps. ecxvi) Yes, to accept
yet another favour from Him, to make the debt
still greater by taking His salvation, is the only
way to have it cancelled so as to satisfy and
glorify Him.

Then again, dear iriend, remember what a
mighty debt wyour sins have involved you in,
Who can count them, or estimate them aright
but God? And who can pay the debt? Only
One, the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin
of the world, the One who “bore our sins in His
own body on the tree.”

* Qur sins' full weight must fall *
Upon the sinless One;

For nothmg olse can Grod accept
In payment of that fearful debt.”

The One who alone could bear them is the One
who really ded bear them. A
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*In Jove Himself He gave
To pey the debt we owggd ;
He bore the penalty of gmlt
. When on the cross His blood was spilt.”
Will you not then acknowledge the debt you owe,
accept the payment He has made, and rest your
ransomed soul on Him ?

But you are in distress too, are you not? If
conscious of being so deeply in debt to God,
there will, I am sure, be distress of soul on
account of your sins, You are troubled bacause
of them, perhaps trembling sometimes at the
thought of death, of judgment, of eternity—shrink-
ing from the face of the Judge who you know
must punish unforgiven sin, and fearing lest any
moment may hurry you into His presence. A
painful experience this, no doubt, and yet one full
of hope and promise that your distress will drive
you to the Captain of your salvation.

And if in ‘debt and in distress, I am sure you
must be disconiented at heart, discontented with
this wretched world, and all its bitter disappoint-
ments, its faithless friends, its paltry pleasures,
havmg a secret desire for something better. 'Well,
dear friend, seize the happy assurance that these
are the very qualifications for Christ as they were
for David of old. They are the very signs Christ
is looking for, and that prove you to be the object
of His search, Were you not characterized by
any of these you would no¢ be the one He is seek-
ing to save. Oh, come then at once to Him who
. 18 waiting to play the part of-David to you, and who

only asks that you believe in Him! Come to Him,
and trust in Him, and according to your faith it
shall be unto you. We see now on what principle
sinners are gathered to Christ, that of being lost,
helpless, and hopeless ones, to find their all in Him,
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But, On what ground are they gathered ?

First, on the ground of salvation; perfect
deliverance from all their debt, their distress,
their discontent. @ All wvanished the wmoment
David’s men became his. He gave them position,
power, property, according to his own. Thus en-
riched by him, they lived for him. They were
saved in the fullest sense in association with him.
As long as he was safe they were safe, as he says
to Abiathar, in verse 23: “ Abide thou with me,
fear not: for he that seeketh my life seeketh thy
life: but with me thou shalt be in safeguard.”
So with Chrigt: “Because I live ye shall live
also.” “As He is so are we in this world” And
so with the ginner that comes to Christ. The
change is complete. It is no longer what he was,
or where he was. He is now “in Christ,” and-
“if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new. And all things are of God.”
He is saved from everything against him, in-
troduced into everything for him, and endowed
with everything in his favour, and this for ever
too. What a wonderful salvation he gets who
- is “lifted up as a beggar from the dunghill, and
set among princes, and made to inherit the throne
of glory!” Is it not marvellous? and yet true
for every believer in Christ during this day of
His rejection.

Secondly, he 1s gathered on the ground of
seporation. In the most complete sense be-
longing to and identified with their captain,
David’s men were of course separated from
everything that he was separated from. “His
brethren and all - his father's house” were
the only ones that went down to David in the
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cave Adullam. With them it was they joined
themselves, From all else they were separated.
This is evident as to tkem. Why not also as to
us, who are gathered out to the name of the
Lord Jesus from everything that He is separated
from? And is it difficult to ascertain what this
is? Ah! of we only knew Him better, His very
excellencies would so attract us that we should
be detached from everything unsuited to Him,
and devoted to His interests, “spirit, soul, and
body.” Nor would this separation be regarded as
a duty so much as a privilege and an honour, If
we only valued Him more, we should appreciate
being separated to Him no less than being saved by
v,

Once more observe that those who surrounded
David were gathered to him on the ground of
service. And so with those who come to
Christ. “He died for all, that they who live
should not henceforth live unto themsélves, but
unto Him who died for them and rose again.”
What a blessed thing that those whom He has
saved for heaven may serve Him on earth, and
with the promise of reward too! “Behold, I come
quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give every
man according as his work shall be.”

Let us never forget that with David’s four
hundred, salvation, separation, and service, all
went together; and so it is with Christ’s now.
Receive Him then, dear friend, receive Him, and
with Him all He brings you into. And may it
then be your constant, unceasing care to enjoy
the salvation of Christ, to maintain the separation
" of . Christ, and to abide faithful in the service of
Christ in every possible way until He comes.

T. L.
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FAITH BEFORE FEELINGS.

WHERE is all the difference possible between
o il saying in your heart and believing in your
dates®l heart; the former is the fruit of unbellef
and the latter of trust in God.

So long as a soul i1s saying in its heart, 1t is
looking for signs and wonders ; namely, expecting
to see a vision, or have a remarkable dream, or
feel some wonderful feelings. Now souls in this
state never are certain of their salvation, and no
wonder, as such a state is produced by unbelief
saying such things in the heart, which the héart
1s guilty of hstenmcv to.

If you will turn to Rom. x., you will see these
words,“The righteousness which is of faith speaketh
on this wise, Say not in thine heart” Why not?
“ Because the word s @n thy heart” What for?
That you may “believe tn thine heart.”

Having the Word in your heart is not enough
to save you; therefore we read, in Luke viii. 12,
“Then cometh the devil, and taketh away the
Word out of their hearts, lest they should believe
and be saved.” Again we read, in Heb. iv. 2, “The
Word preached did not profit them, not being
mixed with fauth in them that heard it.”

So you see that it is not enough to hear the
Word preached, nor even to have the Word in
your hearts; it must be mixed with faith, or it
cannot proﬁt you.

How solemn to think of the devil being present
at every gospel preaching, and that all who listen
to the gospel without believing it allow the foul
fiend of hell to put his filthy fingers on the Word,
and to take it away, “lest they should believe and be
saved.” Ah, well he knows that every earnestly-
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anxious soul believing the word of the gospel will
be saved, and therefore he watches for the oppor-
tunity to take it away out of the heart, that they
may not be saved. _

Oh, poor, troubled, anxious souls, keep not
yourselves in this state any longer! “Say not in
thine heart” through unbelief, but believe in thine
heart that God delivered Christ for our offences,
and raised Him again for our justification, and
thou shalt be saved.

Look at the three blessed shalts in Rom. x. 9:
“Tf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
raised Him from the dead, thou skalt be saved.”

“ But surely we must feel it first,” says some-
body. This is all the fruit of saying and reasoning
in your heart, the fruit of putting feelings before
faith, and reminds me of a couple of cases I once
met with in visiting,

In the first house sat a woman busy sewing. I
had seen her at the meetings, where God was
working, saving precious souls, and I knew her to
be anxious to be saved; but her difficulty was
that of thousands of others: she wanted to feel
that she was saved before she could believe that
‘she was saved. Her own words were, “ How can
I know I am saved until I feel it ?” T asked her
to take the cotton with which she was sewing out
of the needle’s eye. This ‘done, I asked her to
lay aside the needle, and try and sew with the
cotton alone. She smiled as she heard me ask
her to do an impossible thing, and saw that the
needle must come before the cotton; and that just
as the cotton followed the needle, so faith must
* come first, and that feeling follows faith.

The second case referred to was a young woman,
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who had for years been anxious about her soul.
She was the child of Christian parents, and she
told me that she had “ wept, prayed, repented, been
a member of class, and done' her best for years;
but that she could not feel she was saved.”

I saw at once that she also, like the first case I
have spoken about, was putting feelings before faith.

T was asked to take tea with her and her friends.
At the tea-table I was placed between her and
her elder sister, who was making tea, and asked
to pass a cup of tea to our anxious friend. Having
received the cup of tea to pass, I held it in my
hand, saying at the same time to the one for whom
it was intended, “ Now when you feel this cup of
tea inside you, tell me, and I will give it to you.”

“She replied, “ How is it possible for me to feel
it before I have taken it ?”

- “And yet,” I said, “you want to feel salvation
before you have taken it.”

She saw at once where’she had been making a
mistake, and that unbelief was at the bottom of
it all. She left the. table, and retired to her bed-
room, where she confessed to God her sin of un-
belief, and before she rose from her knees she
accepted God’s salvation by simple faith. The
next time we saw her she told us that she had
believed with the heart unto righteousness, and
was now able to make confesswn with the mouth
unto salvation.

I doubt not that many who may read this
paper are in the same condition of soul as the
two I have named, and from the same cause,
that they are putting feeling before faith. May
God show such that it is all unbelief, and
deliver you from this God-dishonouring, Christ-
dishonouring, Holy Ghost-dishonouring, heaven-
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forfeiting, hell-filling, and soul-damning wnbelicf.
 Hark! the voice of Jesus calling—
Come, ye laden, come to me;
I have rest and peace to offer—
Rest, thou labouring one, for thee s
Tate salvation—
Taks it xow, and Lappy be”

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved,” and when you are saved, you will
know it ; for Christ came “to give knowledge of
salvation to His people by the remission of their
sins,” and how could you possibly be in possession
of such divine knowledge without feeling happy ?
Once more, in closing, I would press upon you
that it is and must be FAITH BEFORE FEELINGS.

H. M. H.

A GREAT SINNER AND A GREAT SAVIOUR,

FAaOAT eminent servant of God, Martin
il Luther, says, “Once upon a time came
$E:8l thie devil to me with, ‘ Martin Luther,
you are a great sinner, and you will be damned. ’
‘ Stop, stop,’ said I; ‘one thing at a time. It
is true I am a great sinner, though you have no
right to tell me so. I confess to that. What
next ? Therefore I shall be damned. That is not
good reasoning. It is true I am a great sinner;
but it is written, “Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners,” and therefore I shall be
saved,’ so I cut the devil off with his own sword.”
It is not the greatness of thy sins, reader, that
bars thy blessing; for there is a Saviour that is
greater than them all. What is wanted is the
seeing Him for thyself as thy great Saviour,
having faith in His word. “Dost thou believe on
the Son of God ?” W.-R..
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BOAST NOT THYSELF OF TO-MORROW.

L ; 'from a distance to the death-bed of a dear
e child of God. She had been in her
accustomed health on a certain Sunday, and in
the evening had been writing an earnest letter,
on the subject of the soul’s eternal sa,lvation,
to a relative in Awustralia, when she was taken
suddenly and unexpectedly ill. Her symptoms
rapidly assumed a very serious aspect, and on
Tuesday evening, when I reached her bedside, it
was very evident that she was quickly passing
away. |

At such a moment, beloved reader, when we
stand face to face with the dread realities of death
and eternity, it becomes a deeply solemn question:
Whither am I bound.?

With her, through God's grace, there was no
uncertainty. She had long known and loved her
Saviour, and: for many years His finished work and
His precious blood were her sounl’s- firm resting-
place. About an hour before her departure on
Wednesday morning I asked her if she had any
fear, and received the blessed and simple testi-
mony of a blood-washed sinner—It’s all peace,
perfect peace.”

Allow me, dear reader, to ask you, Could you
too say, if you were on your death-bed to-night,

Vol. VI. No. 64.]
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“It’s ell peace, perfect peace”? If you are a
sinner in your sins, listen to these solemn words,
“There is NO PEACE, saith my God, to the
wicked.” (Isa. Ivii. 21.) =

In a village about six miles from where the
above tcok place a roomful- of people used to
gather together every Wednesday night to hear
the gospel, and on- this very night-at “the close of
the preaching an urgent message was sent from a
man, who was very ill, to say that he wanted to
see the preacher. Accordingly down the dark and
narrow lane I walked, and presently found myself
at the cottage where the poor man was lying,
Let my reader follow me up the ricketty stair,
and into the cold and cheerless attic. There is a
table, on which is placed a bottle of medicine and
a tallow dip, giving but a flickering light ; there
is also a chair on which I sit by the side of the
only other article of furniture—a dirty, untidy bed.

On this bed lay a middle-aged man, about, as
he thought, to enter the presence of his God.. Oh
how he groans! How miserable he looks! “Are
you afraid to die?” I asked “Yes,” he moaned
out; “I’m lost!” |

“« But ” T replied, “Jesus came to save the lost.
There is salvation for you, if you will beheve on
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“ No, no,” said he; “I’ve-been such a sinner,
there’s no chance for me. J’m lost.”

I remained with him for some time, endeavour-
ing to show him from the word of God that, great
as were his sins—and in truth they were great;
for he was an awful character, and had led a godless
life and wicked—*the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin.” But this he either
could not or would not understand, and stuck to it
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that God had given him several warnings, and that
now it was too late,

It was a solemn scene. I could not help re-
calling that happy, peaceful departure of the dying
Christian scarcely twelve hours before. She now
was at rest in the presence of her Saviour, and
here was one groaning and trembling at the
thought of meeting his Judge with all his sins
upon him.

With a heavy heart I left that most terrible of
all earthly sights—a Christless sinner’s death-bed;
for death-bed I verily thought it was. The next
day I left the place, and for more than a year was
-absent from that village. On my return I learned
with some surprise that the man had recovered,
“and, true enough, one day I met him in the lane.
His anxiety was all gone, and he was now as
careless as ever. Some gospel meetings were then
being held in a tent in the village, and I begged
him to come. |

“Well, I'll try, sir,” or “I’ll see about it,”
was all the promise I could get out of him; but
with all his trying and seeing about it he never
came. I warned him of his danger, and. en-
treated him to come; for it might be the means
of his soul’s salvation ; but I warned and entreated
in vain.

'One night I was returnicg from a preaching
at which the power of God had heen most
manifestly felt, and I faney I can see him now,
standing in the road, his hands in his pockets,
and his pipe in his mouth, I put my hand on
his shoulder, and said, “ H——, 1 have something
to tell you.”

“Have you?” said he. |

“Yes,” 1 said ; “but it is very solemn, so prepare
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yourself for what I'm going to say, and don’t treat
it carelessly.”

“What is it ?” he enquired.

“You are going down to hell,” 1 replied, “as fast
as time can take you. Oh, H-——, my poor friend,
I pity you from the bottom of my heart!”

“I hope I’'m not,” said he in a half-startled
manner, and for a moment I thought some im-
pression was made on him. “I hope it’s not so
bad as that!” again he exclaimed.

“Tt is,” I sald, “every bit as bad as that. May
God open your eyes to see it,” and again I urged
him to come to the preaching,

Anxiously did I look ount for him the next
night, but in vain. He would not and he did not
come.

Another year passed away, and in the summer
of 1882 H—— was employed on the top of a hay-
rick, He fell from a considerable height, and
injured himself seriously. Again God spoke to
him, and for two days he was confined to his bed.
Alas! he was so drugged by the devil's opiate, his
conscience was 80 dulled and blunted by sin, that
he appeared as careless and indifferent as a stone.
On the third day he got up, but almost imme-
diatelydropped down dead,and passed intoeternity;
but WHERE ?

“ He, that being offen reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy.” (Prov. xxix. 1.)

Reader, how is it with your soul? If you were
suddenly called away, could you say, “It’s all
peace, perfect peace”? If mot, be warned of
the danger of continuing another moment in your
present condition.

“ Boagt not thyself eof to-morrow; for thou
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knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Prov.
xxvii. 1.) |
Peace with God, beloved reader, is a blessed
thing on a death-bed, and be assured it is equally
blessed in life. This priceless blessing may be
yours jfreely, and on the spot; for the work on
which it rests was finished on the cross, and the
risen Saviour proclaims to every sin-burdened

consclience those peace-giving words: “PEACE
UNTO YOU.” (John xx. 19.)

“ Lord, while our souls in faith repose
- Upon Thy precious blood,
Peace like an even river flows,
And mercy like a flood.”

A. H. B.

“THE EARTH AND THE WORKS THAT ARE
THEREIN SHALL BE BURNED UPR.”

S ATCHING a piece of wood in the fire the
Vil other night falling to ashes, piece by

aidaal piece, | thoughb “How like this World
a,nd all that is in it!” It is all passing away ;”
and one day this earth, and all the works that -
are therein, shall be burned up. What of the
men and women then living on the earth? Will
they be consumed in that awful conflagration ?
No—terribly solemn thought—they will be lef¢
Jor judgment. Oh, unconverted reader, may these
words ring in your ears till they drive you to
Jesus, the Friend of sinners, who, though He was
rich, yet for our sakes beca,me poor, that we
‘throuo'h His poverty might be rich, so that you
may be taken when He comes to meet His saints
"in the air, and take them to be for ever with

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

54 THE SALVATION OF GOD,

Him, long before that awful day; and they will
ere then be enjoying uninterrupted communion
with their Redeemer and Lord. And immediately
after the destruction of this earth (by fire) the
condemnation of the dead will take place, accord-
ing to their works. Oh, my reader, what would
become of you, were you judged according to your
works ? Dnhes1tat1ng1y I say, “The lake of fire
would be your doom ;” and there, through a never-
ending eternity, will you be left to bewail your
folly in not giving heed to the gospel message,
heard by you while here, perhaps repeatedly.

These are no fevered imaginations, but awful
realities—* realities,” because we can trace them
all out in the unerring word of God; and “awful,”
because of their terrible solemnity for those un-
prepared for that judgment-day.

- Oh, let me entreat you, whoever you are, who
read this paper, not to rest until you have found
Jesus to be your Saviour, and enjoyed the peace

which He gives to all those believing in Him.

‘ T. E. L,

YET ONCE MORE.

&3 UFFER me to ask a question, “ Are your
I@rm Y sins forgiven? Are you saved, and at
el peace with God ¢”

Etermty is at hand, its unnumbered years, its
endless pleasures, its unendmg woes. One after
another is going into the grave, Who will be the
next ? Are you ready ?

Farthly possessions, whether great or small,
must be left behind. You brought nothing into
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the world, and it is certain you can catry nothing
out, unless indeed it be your sins. Solemn l:houghi:1
You may carry them with you into eternity, to be
answered for at the great white throne,

No unforgiven, no unsaved, no unreconciled
soul can ever be in the glory of God with Christ.
There is no room for such there.

Justice points to your sins. Deny them you
may not, you cannotf, you dare not. The record
of them is on high; guilty and lost you are.

- But there is precious blood that cleanseth from
all sin, precious blood that maketh atonement for
the soul. It is the blood of Christ, God’s spotless
Lamb. Washed in that blood, you will be whiter
than snow.

Though justice seemed to close the door of
heaven against us because of sin, God has come
out in love, and given His own Son to be the pro-
pitiation for our sins. The door is now wide
open, and mercy and truth, righteounsness and
peace, lovingly invite us to enter. There is no
barrier now on God’s part to the.sinner’s return,
none whatever; and, as if He would crown this
grace with undymD glory, He Himself beseeches
us to be reconciled to Him.

Oh, then, come and be reconciled to God! He
waits to be gracious. No righteousness on your
part does He ask for first. The father ran and
fell on the neck of his prodigal child, and kissed
him, when in his rags. Kisses and embraces still
await repenting prodigals; the best robe too, and
the shoes, the ring, the fatted calf, and all the joys
of the father’s house. (Luke xv.)

Refuse not Him that speaketh. Yield to the
entreaties of His love, ere the golden hours glide
away, with wasted opportunities, never to return,
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“To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden -not
your heart.” )

Ah, reader, this appeal is to you! God speaks
to you once more. He would not give you up.
Shall it be in vain ?

““¢Yet there is room!’ Still open stands the gate,
The gate of love: it is not yet too late,
Room, roont, still room ! _
Oh, enter, enter now!"” W. B.

PU

LAYING HOLD WITH A DEATH-GRIP.

e UST a word with you, reader. .4dre you
2% ol suved ! You are not quite sure, you say,
oSSl but you hope you shall be. Well then
I W]Jl be sure for you. You are nol saved,
and the sooner you face that terrible fact the
better. But you are doing your best, you say, and
you want to be saved. Well, when do you want
to be saved, and Ahow much do you want to be
saved ?

Let me tell you an anecdote related at a prayer-
meeting in Boston by a ship-captain. “A few years
ago,” said he, “I was sailing by the island of Cuba,
when a cry ran through the ship, ‘Man overboard !’
It was impossible to put up the helm of the vessel,
but I instantly seized a rope, and threw it over
the ship’s stern, crying out to the drowning man
to lay hold.” (Now tell me, reader, before I pro-
ceed, how long would you have walted had you
been he, before you would have taken the rope ?
Would you have said, “To-morrow will do”? or
would you have been more polite, saying, “ Thank
you, captain; you are very kind, I will not lose
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gight of the rope; but I prefer doing my best, for
I want to catch the ship and get on board”?
Man, you are drowning ! Seize the rope or you wnll
perish /) “The sailor seized the rope as it fell. 1
immediately took another rope, and making a slip-
noose of it attached it to the other, directing the
sailor to pass it over his shoulders and under his
arms, and he would be drawa on board. This he
did, and was rescued ; but he had grasped the first
rope with such vehemence, with such a death-
grip, that it took hours before his hold could be
relaxed, and his hands separated from it. With
such eagerness, indeed, had he clutched the object:
that was to save him that the strands of the
rope had become imbedded in the flesh of his
hands.”

Reader, let this anecdote teach you what it is
to be in earnest, and remember that the poor
sailor neither talked nor trifled, but he in-
stantly availed himself of the way of deliverance,
and was saved. . W. R.

“NOW THEN DO IT”

& o UCH was the advice of Abner, in 2 Sam, _
"Wl iii. 18, to the people of Israel. “They
gaa’dl| had sought in times past for David to be
kan' over them.” (v. 17.) But hitherto their
desire for David as king had not given place
to decision for him, and they were still without
him, and apart from him.

Alas! how many souls are in this wretched
state—anxious to have Christ, but still undecided
for. Him; feeling their need, but never trusting
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Christ, who alone can satisfy it; attracted by
Christ on the one hand, allured by Satan and the
world on the other; the glare and glitter of this
poor world held up by Satan before their eyes to
occupy them and blind them, and keep them in
that halting state between Christ and the world,
while each moment speeds them on to that place
where all the glare, and glitter, and pomp, and
pride, and show of this poor world will be seen in
its emptiness and worthlessness, and leave the
poor, empty, deceived soul in all its helpless, hope-
less, and unending misery—food for the worm that
never dies, and fuel for the fire that is never
quenched !

Should this paper fall into the hands of any
who are still undecided for Christ, who have
passed through seasons of blessing, and while
their friends and neighbours and companions have
sat on -the same seats with them, and heard
the same addresses, and been moved and melted,
and have decided for Christ, — themselves are
still unsaved, undecided,—they intended to accept
. Christ, but delay has proved to be their master,
—allow me to say to such, “NOW THEN
DO IT.” Do not put it off any longer. Have
Christ for yourself; decide for Him at once. It ig
dangerous work thus to delay and trifle with your
soul. “Choose you this day.” Nothing like being
decided. The Jews were decided, and chose
Barabbas. Do you be decided, and ehoose Jesus.
Believe in Jesus; serve Jesus; be out and out
for Jesus.. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts
xvi. 31.) “Now then do 4t.”

God had said that “by His servant David He
would save Israel from the hand of all their
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enemies.” (v. 18.) So there was the more reason
why David should be their king; and thus we see
the force of Abner’s exhortation, “ Now then do
it.” And Abner spoke to the king about the
people, and to the people about the king. So we,
as taking Abner’s place, and seeking to win you
to decide for Christ, have spoken to the Lord about
you, and now would say a word to you about the
Lord.

It was pure love that brought Jesus down to
this scene to save sinmers. We had nothing we
could call our own but our sins. The life we had
was forfeited. But God loved the world, and
sent His Son. (John iii. 16.)) Jesus said, “Lo, I
come to do thy will, O God.” (Heb. x. 9.) “He
care into the world to save sinners,” (1 Tim.i. 15.) .
Not saints, but sinners. “ He died the just for the
unjust, to bring us to God.” (1 Peter 1ii. 18.) He
glarified God about the question of sin so perfectly
that God has set Him on the throne, at the right
hand of the Majesty on high. Now God is de-
claring fo sinners that Jesus is the only Saviour.
“There is none other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved.” (Acts
iv.12.) And “through this Man” (the risen Christ)
“is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and
by Him all that BELIEVE ARE JUSTIFIED
from ALL things.” (Aets xiil, 38, 39.) So we see if
is not the sinner’s works God desires, but his faith
—He asks him to belicve; then why not do it ?

Abner was an ambassador for David, and “went
away to gather the people to David, so that he
might reign over them as his heart desired” (v. 21.)
“ And David made a feast for Abner and those,
with him” (». 20), “and sent them away in peace.”
(» 21.) And the true David—the Lord Jesus
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Christ—has got His ambassadors too, whom He
delights to feast (as also all they bring to Him),
and gives them peace ere He sends them forth.
(John xx, 21.) “Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send I you,” They
go +n peace and with peace.

“NOW THEN we are ambassadors for Christ,
as though ‘God did beseech by us: we pray in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” Ho, ye
undecided ones, come to the feast! the fatted calf
18 killed ; there is room for you in the house, and
plenty to satisfy you and to spare. “Peace has
been made by Jesus through the blood of His
cross.” (Col i. 20.) Come and receive it. A full
Christ is offered to you in the gospel ; come and
accept Him. We have got peace ourselves; have
enjoyed the feast ourselves. Now we cry aloud to
you, Come, oh ye timid, doubting, fearing, lingering,
loitering- souls, “come; for all things are now
ready.’” Time is speeding on; come at once.
“Now then do it.” Trust Him at once. It must
be settled fo-day, ere you lay down this paper.
No need to wait. You may be sure that you have
everlasting life. Iear the Lord’s own words—
“He that believeth on me HATH everlasting
life.” (John vi. 47,) Look at that word ; spell it
out, and be sure about it—H-A-T-H—“HATH
everlasting life.” Now ask yourself the question,
Do I need to Aope I have got it? No! Do I need
to feel I have gotit? No! What then? Why,
God says, hath it. Then God says I have it ; for
I am a believer; and the only thing T can do now
i8 to thank Him, and seek to live to the glory of
Him who gave it.

Very well, “NOW THEN DO IT.

W. L.
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A VERY BRIEF RECORD OF
THE SIMPLE AND EASY WAY IN WHICH
IT SEEMED GOOD TO GOD TO CONVERT
MY ONCE HOPELESS SOUL.

bt N reply to—literally—my own ﬁrst prayer
Y4 vo88l came the blessed wnavoidABLE conviction,
Yed 8| that because Christ Jesus came into tho
world to save “the chief” of sinners (1 Tim. i. 15)
He must have died for even ME. Scale after scale
fell from my mind’s eyes, and in effect I found my-
self “endued with power from on high” (Luke
xxiv: 49) to appropriate all the results of the death—
in my stead—of the Son of the most high God as
“the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 1i. 5.) G’od s very
own repeated “FOR ALL” (2 Cor. v. 15; 1 Tim, ii.
6) left no room for questioning whether Christ
had “given Himself for ME” As faught of God
the Holy Ghost, I now wunderstood that Christ
J esus had borne my “sins in His own body on the
tree” (1 Peter it. 24), and Zad of course atoned
and accounted FOR them all by suffering the penalty
of death for them in my stead.

Now my conversion was the consequence of, and
the effect produced by Christ laying hold of, and
securing, not only me, but my heart’s best affections ;
alse-enabling me to sing in the spirit of meckness—

8¢ Who ean my soul condemn
Since Christ £as died for me?
My debt is paid, my sins are gone,
Now Christ has died for M.
How. can I fear the darkest hour ?
‘Why tremble at tke enemy’s power ¥

He cannot now my soul devour,
For Christ has died forme!” (. G K,
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CHRIST DIED.

3.%.7 5 ANY have been stumbled at the simplicity
N B of God’s way of salvation——¢ Believe on
fetiasl the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved ” (Acts xvi. 31); and it may be that
you, my reader, are amongst the number. If so,
I beseech you to let your mind for one moment
dwell, as it has mnever dwelt before, upon the
wonderful fact that God the Son humbled Himself
and became o man, in order that He might die. His
shed blood is the key to the wondrous mystery,
that a God of infinite holiness can, and will, save
hell-deserving sinners on the pnnclple of falth

Neither man or angel could have made atone-
ment for sin. It needed one who was equal with
God to do this, and Jesus was equal with God..
(Phil. ii. 6.)

This atonement so wholly and perfectly satisfied,
yea, glorified, God about sin that He cannot—yes,
we repeat boldly, but with all reverence, He can-
not and will not—refuse to pardon the vilest
sinner who confesses his vileness, and approaches
Him in simple faith in Jesus and His work,

It is not the mere cold, formal assent to the
doctrine of atonement which saves, but the simple
faith of the heart that feels its need, and knows
that nothing but the blood of Jesus can meet it.

The salvation offered to the sinner costs him
nothing. It is to be had without money and
without price. (Isa. 1v. 1) But God directs my
gaze to that scene at Calvary, where Jesus, the
Holy One of God, was made sin, and then I learn
the awful price which HE paid for it, in inex-
presgible suffering and a shameful death.

=
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Oh, ye whose trust is in anything save Christ,
how little do ye dream of the dishonour ye put
upon God’s Son, who, in infinite agony, groaned
out His life for you at Calvary.

Can anything be added to, or shall anything be
taken from, that matchless work which He with
His dying breath proclaimed to be finished (John
xix. 30), and with which God has declared Him-
self eternally satisfied ?

To connect works and ordinances with salvation
in the smallest degree is to give the lie to God,
who in His word testifies again and again to the
complete sufficiency of Christ and His work.

W. H. 8.

THE TRUE GROUND OF PEACE,

R HEN 1 see the blood, I will pass over
o you” It is not said, “ When you see
w5008 16;” but, “When I see it.” The soul
of an awakened person often rests, not on its own
righteousness, but on the way which it sees the
blood, Now, precious as it is to have the heart
deeply impressed with it, this is not the O‘round
of peace,

Peace is founded on God’s seeing it. He cannot
fail to estimate it at its full and perfect value as
putting away sin. It is He that abhors-and has
been offended by sin—He sees the value of the
blood as putting it away. It may be said, “But
must not I have faith in its value?” Thig is
faith in its value, seeing God looks at it as
putting away sin. Your value for it looks at it
as a question of the measure of your feelings,
Faith looks at God’s thoughts, J. N. D,
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LOOK TO HIM.

““ Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of tho sarth;
- for I am God, and there is none else.”’—Isa, xlv. 22.

o7 L "—“I am God, and there is none else.”
XYA & Here we have the glory of the Person.

“Saved.” In this word we have the
wonderful result of looking to such an One—
salvation. -

“All” Here we see the scope, the world-wid
range, of the call—it is universal.

A look is the condition.

A Soaviour-God is the object.

A full salvation is the result.

And invitation is given to all. |

What a full gospel ! what a remarkable text!

Now, dear reader, pause and ask yourself—
“Have 1 looked ?2” “Am I saved?”’ Make this
an intensely personal question. In looking to
Christ by faith there is salvation for the soul. It
is not by working, nor by feeling, but by looking ;
that is, by believing. The bitten Israelite looked
at the brazen serpent; he lived. The sinner is
bidden to believe on the Son of man lifted up;
~he gets everlasting life. “I am God, and there is
none else.” No; for “there is none other name
given whereby we must be saved.” I pray you
look not to your fancied merits, your earnest
prayers, your charitable actions, your deceitful
feelings ; salvation is in Christ alone. Look o
Him. The immediate result is that you are
saved. n J. W. 8,
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“PEACE! PEACE ! PEACE!”

“ How beautiful are the feot of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things !” (Rom. x. 15. )
*‘ Preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all).”
(AcTs x. 86.)

&L the close of the last war with Great
“ Britain I was in the city of New York,”
Estbesri says an American writer. “It ha,ppened
that on a Saturday afternoon in February a ship
was sighted in the offing, which was supposed to
be a cartel bringing home our commissioners at
Ghent from their unsuccessful mission, with a
view of bringing the long-protracted conflict to a
close. The sun had set gloomily before any in-
telligence from the vessel had reached the city.
Expeci.a,tlon became painfully intense as the hours
of darkness drew slowly on. |

“ At length a boat reached the wharf, and amid
the deepest excitement announced the welcome
fact that a treaty of peace had been signed, and
was waiting for nothing but the action of our
covernment to become final.

“The men on whose ears these words first fell
rushed in breathless haste into the city to repeat
them to their friends, shouting as they ran through
the streets, ‘Peace! peace! peace!” Everyone
who heard the sound repeated it. From house to
house, from street to street, the news spread with
electric rapidity, The whole of New York was-

Vol. VI. No. 85.]
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in commotion. Men bearing lighted torches
rushed to and fro, shouting like madmen, ¢ Peace!
peace! peace!” When the rapture had partially
subsided one idea occupied every mind; but few
men slept that night. In groups they were
gathered together in the streets and by the fire-
side, beguiling the hours of midnight by remind-
ing each other that war was over, and that a worn-
out and distracted country was about to enter again
upon its wonted career of prosperity. Thus every
one becoming a herald the news soon reached
every man, woman, and child in the city, and in
this sense the city was evangelised.”

All this was reasonable and proper under such
circumstances ; but when God offers a treaty of
peace, or, what is better, proclaims an accom-
plished peace by Jesus Christ, how often is He
met with ouly a callous and stony indifference !

Dear reader, can you say, with all those who
have believed unto salvation, “* When we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son;” “ God commendeth His love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us”? (Rom. v.) Why were these New Yorkers
made so happy by the good news they received ?
It was because they wanted it ; sorely burdened
they were by the losses and hardships which the
war imposed upon them, and they longed for
relief. Thus they leaped for joy when peace was
declared. They had a good and solid reason for it;
but if they had not cared for i, or had not believed
1, they would have gone on just as before. And
in all soberness let me say fo you, that if the
magnificent announcement that God makes of the
victory which Christ has achieved over Satan, sin,
and death, on the ground of which He publishes
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everlasting peace—if these glorious tidings of
salvation have not made your poor heart eternally
happy, as sure as your name is “sinner,” it is
because you are too callous to care for it, or too
blinded to believe it, from which may God deliver
you. W. R.

A PROCLAMATION FROM GOD,
Aors xiii. 88, 39.

Rl declare unto you glad tidings.” GraAD
gV el TINGs !  Reader, does not such an
eiiball announcement move thee to at ' least
stop and enquire what they are? They concern
thine immortal soul’s eternal welfare. Hast
thou no soul to save? or carest thou so little
about its salvation, that thou wilt pass by with
utter indifference a proclamation, on the reception
or rejection of which hangs thy whole eternity
for weal or woe? Let the time past of thy life
suffice for such insane carelessness. “What meanest
thou, O sleeper ?” How canst thou go on in thy
sins, unsaved, unsheltered, when perhaps thou art
this moment on the extreme brink of the very
precipice of hell! 'We beseech you, we pray you
in Christ’s stead, turn aside, give heed to the
clorious procla,ma.tmn of the magnificent grace of
God that has brought a full salvation o you, and
which waifs npon your acceptance so long a time
—* Hear, and your soul shall live”

This good news 1s unfolded in the passage
before us in seven sentences of beautiful heavenly
simplicity, themselves the summing up of the
apostle Paul’s address in the synagogue at Antioch,
the burden of which was, “Jesus dead and risen.”
Thus alone could the good news of salvation ever
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be preached to poor sinners. “He was delivered
[to death] for our offences, and raised again for
our justification.” His death satisfied God for my
gins ; His resurrection is the satisfying, convincing
proof to me that God is satisfied. If He had not
died I could not be forgiven ; for without shedding
of blood is NO remission, If He be not raised
from the dead, my faith is vain; I am yet in my
sins. DBut, eternal praise be to God, He did die,
and I have remission; He s risen, therefore I am
not In my sins, but out of them, and safe wn Him
who bore them evermore. Because He lives, 1
shall live also. Reader, wouldst thou be saved ?
Arxt thou an anxious one? Then

I. “BE IT KNOWN UNTO YO0U.”

Yes, God Himself says, “Be it known.” He
would have you certain ; He wills that you should
possess assurance of salvation. Hence He says,
“ Be it known.” Is it not enough sunply that He
says 1t 2 Man may say, “ You can’t know;” God
says, “ Y& may RNOW;” “BE IT KNOWN.” Oh doubt
no more! Rest on His word. It is not because
you feel it, but because He says it ! Isn't it easy ?
Isn’t it simple? Oh, do take God at His word, and
see that He wants you to kvow His full salvation

I, “THAROUGH THIS MAN.”

How blessed! Not through me, my works, my
prayers, my tears, my character, my good works;
not through my doing my part; no, oh no
“THROUGH THIS MAN.” Oh, look away from self!
“ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the SoN oF MAN be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in HivM might not perish, but
have ETERNAL LIFE.” Then, like the bitten Israelite

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

A PROCLAMATION ¥ROM GOD. 69

of old who looked to the serpent of brass and lived
look “unto Him who was nailed to the tree,” and
believe God’s simple word, that “through Him”
who died for sinners, who shed His blood, who bore
our sing, is proclaimed (by God Himself to you)

III. “THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.”

Not the promise of future forgiveness, but “ e
forgiveness” itself ; not of some sins, but of “sing”
(all sins) ; a present, full forgiveness. Oh, believe
it! People say, “I believe in the forgiveness of
sins,” but what we have now before us 1s the only
forgiveness God has for you; “ He frankly forgave.”
It is a reality that you may accept, possess, and
enjoy this moment. Say, reader, dost thou know
this forgiveness? But again, the Holy Ghost delights
to go back to Christ, and reiterates that word

IV. “BY HIM.”

Not by my feelings, my experience, my realization ;
no, it is, it must be, by Christ, and Christ alone.
by Hn:n, the glorious Su.bsmtute from God; by
Him, the spotless Lamb of God ; by His precious
blood by His atoning death, by His finished work,

V. “ALL THAT BELIEVE;”

for the work is done ! nothing left for you to do

You say that is too easy. No; I say, “It s easy,
but not 00 easy.” God has made it easy, so that
there might be no excuse. And yet it was no easy
thing to Him to give His own Son. " No easy
matter for Him. to die, to bear the wrath of God,
to be forsaken of Him. Ah! His holy soul shrank
from it. Being in an agony, He prayed more
earnestly— I‘a.ther, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me.” Yes, 1t cost Hlm evelythlnfr He
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had to provide a full salvation for us on such easy
terms, leaving nothing for us o do but to “believe”
on Him, to trust Him who did ¢ ofl, and then to
know that, believing, we

VI. “ ARE JUSTIFIED.”

Blessed be God, not “will be justified,” not “ may
hope to be justified,” but “ARE justified.” “Justified,”
what does that mean? Simply “cleared.”

“The Lord of life in death hath lain,
To cLEAR ME from ALL CHARGE OF SIN;
And, Lord, from guilt of crimson stain,
Thy precious blood EATH MADE ME CLEAN.’’
Where are my sins ? Gone; washed away ; blotted
out ; remembered no more ; forgiven and forgotten.

All who believe ARE justified

VII. “FROM ALL THINGS.”

Oh, mark the words! not from some things, but
ALL THINGS. God has said it. Then it is true!
I have perfect forgiveness, perfect salvation, perfect
peace. The law of Moses could not do it. The
blood of Jesus HAS DONE IT. Come, poor sinners,
come and trust Him, and prove for yourselves the
blessedness of doing so. But beware, oh, beware,
ye despisers, lest, though wondering at such grace,
ye refuse it, and perish ! H P A G

FREE GRACE.

a0 human preparation is needed before God
| can be found.

el The very fact that I am a sinner and

need salvatlon recommends me to God.

Who is it that offers the sinner salvation ? That
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very God against whom he has sinned, and who
knows all about his sin.

Does not this speak volumes for the value
which God must attach to the precious blood of
His own dear Son ¢ On what other ground could
God offer the sinner an unconditional salvation,
asking of him neither works, prayers, nor tears,
but simply that he will believe on Jesus ?

My sins, instead of keeping me from God,
should drive me f0 God; for it is He who, in
order that I might be rid of their intolerable
burden, and escape the endless woe which must
be my portion if He entered into judgment with
me about them, sent His own Son to Calvary,
that He might bear them for me.

The very One against whom I have sinned, and
who I might naturally expect would punish me in
consequence, I find to be the One who has be-
friended me, and, when I was helpless, provided a
ransom for me.

It is not I who have to get rid of my sins, but
God who gets rid of them for me.

Just think of it, my dear reader—I, a poor
sinner, have committed. sins against God, and that
Holy Being is He who has put them away for me,
cleansing my guilty soul from every stain, and
blotting every transgression out of the book of
His remembrance, through the apphca,tlon of Jesus’
precious blood.

Mind, it is not that sin has ceased to be abom-
inable to God, but the mighty sacrifice made by
the Lamb of God at Calvary enabled Him in
perfect righteousness to clear me of all my guilt
the moment I took the place of a sinner before
Him, and believed on Jesus as my Saviour.

And yet from multitudes of men and women
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there rise up continually cries, groans, and prayers
for salvation, the result of a criminal ignorance of
God’s true character and of the nature of His
dealings with man for blessing ; cries, groans, and
prayers, intended to awaken pity and mercy in the
heart of Him who, more than 1800 years ago, showed
the depth of His pity and mercy to lost man by
giving His only-begotten Son to die a terrible death
at Calvary, “that whosoever believeth on Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

It is absolutely necessary that man should know
the nature and ground of God’s dealings with him,
and this is what the gospel is given to teach.

God fully recognizes his fallen condition, his
helpless state, and deals with him in respect to it.
He comes down to him, and shows him his need ;
and then, instead of telhng him to improve his
condition, meets that need himself, by extending
to him a hand of love, and in it a glorious and
cternal salvation, already procured for the sinner
by the blood of His beloved Son. W. H. 8.

BRIDEGROOM OR JUDGE—WHICH ?

FAT will be well known to most English
il readers that at certain periods of the year

=)y Her Majesty’s judges are appointed to
- different circuits ; that is, they each visit so
many cities or towns in which assize courts are
held. Now suppose in one of those cities or
towns the judge has his home, where his wife is;
and in that same city is the prison in which are
the prisoners waiting their trial. . In the course of
time word goes through the city that the judge
has arrived. How very different is the effect that
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announcement produces in the home of the judge
and the prison of the city. In the prison all is
fear and trembling and dark anticipation ; whilst
in the home all is joy and gladness. In the prison,
like a death-knell, the word is, “The judge is
come ! whilst in the home is one who says, My
bridegroom, my husband, is come.”

Now, reader, the Lord Jesus Christ is coming
again; in what relation does He stand to you?
Are you, as part of His Church, looking for Him as
the Bridegroom ? or will He come to you as Judge'?
Are you like the wife in the home? or like the
prisoner in the jail? How immense the difference

How vain and foolish for you to be arguing and
discussing about points of doctrine or systems of
theology, when you know quite well there exists
no link of relationship between you and the coming
One! God’s test for all men 1s Christ. “God so
loved the world,” in all its guilt and enmity against
Him, “that He gave His Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lagting life. God sent not His Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through
Him might be saved.” (John iii. 16, 17.) Have
you received Him? “ He was in the world, and
the world was made by Him, and the world knew
Him not.” Is that true of you, my reader? It
may be you are learned in this world’s wisdom,
but you know not H7m. You are religious per-
haps, but you know not Hvm. You are perbaps a
member of some church, but you know not Hem.
You have often taken the sacrament, but you
have never taken Him as God’s gift to you.
Reader, this is the question between God and you.
If you are not saved, you are neglecting or despis-
ing Hig gift. “ As many as received Him, to them
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gave He power to become sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name.” (John i 12.)
Oh, what an immense thing it is to be able to say,
“I know whom I have believed!” to say, “We
beheld His glory!” Not the plan of the gospel,
but the glory of a person—the Saviour. When
you know that you have met Him, all is settled;
for He is God manifest in the flesh. On one
occasion I was preaching in an old schoolroom, at
one end of which was an empty house, and in
this house four or five young men, who were em-
ployed draining the neighbouring hJ]ls had taken
up their abode, who, when they heard the meeting
going on, got a Violin, and began to play and sing
in such a manner that it was next to impossible
for me to proceed with the meeting. So stopping,
I said to my audience, “Wait a minute or two, and
I will be back;” and I went round to the young
men, and asked if they would oblige me by keep-
ing qmet for an hour, as I was having a gospel
meetmg in the schoolroom. Instead of acceding
to my request, they used some very impertinent
language to me, on which I said, “ Young men,
this is all very fine for you just now; but you
have got to meet God.” Then one of them stepped
forward, saying, “ And so have you” “No,” I
answered ; “you have made a mistake this time;
for I have met Him already.” Oh, what moral
power this gives! What peace and rest even now !

% 'We meet our God in Jesus Christ,
And fear and ferror cease.”

“ Behold, the Bridegroom cometh.,” “The Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven . . . . taking
vengeance on them that know not God. J Reader
will you meet Him as the Bridegroom, or as the
Judge ? G. R.
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THE CUFP OF GOD’'S WRATH.

P ! YOUNG Christian friend of the writer’s,
: Y an earnest evangelist, was in the country
prea,chmg concerning the solemn events
'whmh are at band; viz, “the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ for His people, when the dead
in Christ shall rise first, and then we (believers)
which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air (1 Cor. xv. 51-58; 1 Thess. iv. 13-18;
John xiv. 1, 3), and go with Him info the
Father’s house, to be ever with the Lord,
after which God will pour out the cup of His
wrath upon the ungodly. As soon as he had
spoken the above words there came out of an
adjacent public-house a man with a glass of beer
in his hand, who called out—“7 am going 7o
drink the cup of God's wrath” God’s judgment
was swift and sure; for directly he had uttered
the words he fell down dead at the feet of the
speaker—ushered info the presence of that God
whom he had mocked. Truly, my dear reader, you

will admit that this was a most solemn warning
Jor those around! 1t plainly shows that God is
not to be mocked. Remember that oll men are re-
sponsible to God. Nothing can take away man’s
responsibility. Have you thought upon the subject,
and that «/l must give an account of the deeds
done in the body, whether good or bad? If a
believer, you will have to be manifested before the
judgment-seat of Christ (in your glorified body),
so that your works, your service, may be tested
(2 Cor.v. 10; 1 Cor. ifi, 12 , 15), whether they
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be gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or
stubble, for the fire must try every man’s work.
The believer cannot be judged, for God’s word is
emphatic on that point (John v, 24): “ He that
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent
me, shall not come into judgment; but is passed
from death nto life.” Bub if you die unconverted
wn your sins you have wilfully refused the only
_ refuge—the object of God’s love; viz, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself a Tansom for all ;
and what is your doom? Hear what God says in
Rev. xx.11-15: “ And I saw a great white throne,
and Him that sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them. And I saw the dead
small and great, stand bhefore God ; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened,
whach s the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works. . .
And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into -the lake of fire”—
“prepared” not for you, but “for the devil and his
angels.,” (Matt. xxv. 41.) How will you, with
that awful fate before you, refuse God's offer of
salvation ? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” Take God at His word.
Do not delay. Do it now; for “now is the
accepted time; mow is the day of salvation.”
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him
‘should nof perish, but have everlasting life
(John iii. 16,) “Christ died for the ungodly' the
just for the unjust.”

And you, dear fellow-believer, my brother in
Christ, are you working out your salvation with
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fear and trembling? Are you walking worthy of
the vocation whereunto ye are called? Are your
lovns girded and lamp burning, waifing and fwa,tch-
ing for the Lord Jesus, who says, “Behold, I
come quickly”’? (Rev. xxii. 7, 12, 20.) May our
response be———“ Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

J. B.

WHY WILL YE DIE?

BPomaHEN I became acquainted with W—-
Vil H——— T found him living in forgetful-
A ness of God, and indifference to the claims
of His holiness and love. He was only eighteen,
a child of parents in affluent circumstances, and
determined to see something of what the world
calls “«life” Pleasure, in its many and varied
forms, was accordingly sought after, obtained, and
indulged in; and the companions of his choice
(the majority of them older than himself) were
profligate to a degree. Instead of taking heed to
the remonstrances of a pious but over—mdulgent
father, he hearkened to the worldly counsels of
his ungodly mother, who encouraged him in his
wild career. However, “the way of transgressors
is hard,” and “fools make a mock at sin;” but
“God 1s not mocked,” and it is Hés word that
says, “They that plough iniquity, and sow wicked-
ness, reap the same. By the blast of God they
perish, and by the breath of His nostrils are they
consumed.” (Job 1v. 8, 9.) .

It was one Frlda,y evening in the month of
November that an invitation came by post from
W for a relative of mine (a companion of his)
to take part in a game at football which had been
arranged for the following afternoon. |
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Poor W ! His hours were numbered ; the
sands of his life had nearly run out, and he knew
it not; for laf¢ that Friday night he was seized
with a sudden illness, which before the morning
terminated in his death. |

Oh, unsaved reader, whether you be occupied
with earthly cares, or in wealthier circumstances,
like this poor “lover of pleasure,” surely the
foregoing narrative speaks in langumage clear
and loud, warning you to “prepare to meet
thy God,” and to remember that with Him
there “is no respect of persons;” for death comes
alike to all, whether rich or poor, young or old!
Hence we read in the Holy Scriptures that “<
is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment;” and, “By one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and
SO DEATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN, for that ALL
HAVE SINNED,” |

It is therefore a most solemn matter to be laid
on a dying bed, even though time. be given for
preparation for Eternity; but to die without a
moment’s warning, with sins unforgiven, and “the
wrath of God abiding upon you,” is terrible in-
deed ; for “as the tree falls, so shall it lie;” and
if you “die in yoursins,” your soul will be ushered
into the unseen and eternal world, there to await
the “resurrection of damnation.” Oh, reader,
“boast not thyself of to-morrow; for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth !”

How many an hour—nay, how many a year—
has passed away since first you heard the sweet
story of God’s love in the wonderful redemption,
God’s remedy for sin! You are nearer the end of
life’s journey now than you were then—nearer
death, nearer judgment, and nearer eternity— but
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farther than ever from God. “The great salvation”
you continue to neglect, and the grace of God to
despise, remaining culpably indifferent to the
marvellous fact that on the cross of Calvary
“ CHRIST DIED FOR THE UNGODLY,” “ THE JUST FOR
THE UNJUST, THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD.”
These things, you say, must be done to-day, and
those to-morrow;” but you remember not - the
exhortation of the Lord Jesus, “SEEK YE FIRST
the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Your
mind is so engrossed with “ the cares of this world,”
or “the pleasures of sin for a season,” that when
pressed to consider for a moment the question of
your soul’s eternal destiny, your ready reply is
always, like one of old, “ Go thy way for thss fime ;
and when I have a convenient season, I will call
for thee.” (Acts xxiv. 25.) But are you aware that
we are not told that the “convenient season ” ever
came? Neither may your “convenient season”
ever come. This day may be the last you will
ever spend on earth, and the social circle that
knows you now may know you soon no more. In
a few short hours your eyes may be closed in death,
and the thing so necessary for you to do to-morrow
may have to be done, if requisite, by the hand of
another, To-night you may lay your head upon
your pillow for repose, and “he who was a liar
from the beginning,” and “blindeth the eyes of
them that believe not,” will, as usual, lull you to
sleep with his lullaby of “PEACE, PEACE;” but
ere the dawn of another day your soul—your
Christless soul-——may be beyond the reach of
mercy, overtaken by “ sudden destruction,” awfully
verifying that solemn warning, “ He, that being
oiten reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy.”
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By despising “the riches of God’s goodness, and
forbearance,and long-suffering,” you are “treasuring
up unto yourself wrath against the day of wrath.”
By refusing repentance, you are piling up the
mounfain of your sins, iniquities, and transgres-
sions. By neglecting present opportunities, you
are laying up for yourself a store of memories,
so bitter as to fill you with unutterable remorse
in the world of everlasting woe, There in
the “outer darkness,” where no ray of hope ever
penetrates, and the voice of pardon is never heard,
you will have to reap the dreadful harvest of “in-
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish,” the
seeds of which you are scattering here on earth.
Then, in bitterness of spirit and agony of soul,
will ascend from your aching heart the unanswered
cry for mercy—that a drop of cold water may
cool your parched tongue, which will never cease
its wailings of lamentations and despair.

Dear reader, “because there is wrath, beware
lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a
great ransom cannot deliver thee.” You are not
yet beyond the reach of mercy. Present know-
ledge of pardon and peace are still to be obfained
throngh faith in God’s word, and believing in
Jesus. He is now on the Father’s throne on high,
having fully satisfied all the claims of divine jus-
tice in regard to sin, and “by Him is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins,” and by Him “«a/
that believe ARE justified from all things.” Oh, then,
repent Now, believe Now, be justified Now ! and
so shall you “be to the praise of the glory cf
God’s grace,” “a brand plucked from the burning,”
and “delivered from the wrath to come.”

| N. L. N.
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SOME MIDNIGHT WORDS BORNE UPON THE
BREEZE, AND THE WONDERFUL
WORK THEY DID.

TIT has been often remarked, that “truth is
7% WiNl strangerthan fiction,” which is undoubtedly
ieenyl) correct in this respect, that God sometnnes
works——mdeed if we are observant, we shall say,
aften works—in the accomphshment of His pur-
poses of mercy In a way which, if not miraculous,
is at least so striking in its character, as well ag
suitable to His ends, as to surpass the most re-
markable conceptions of the human mind.

The following, which I lately read, is one of
these cases. T'wo British soldlers were one evening
stationed as sentries at opposite ends of a long
narrow passage, termed a sallyport, leading from
the rock of Gibraltar to the Spanish territory
beyond. They had doubtless often heard preached
the gospel of the grace of God, the glad tidings of
salvation, but their hearts remained untouched.
¥ach, hcnwever, had been lately reading his pocket
Bible ; and while one of the two was rea,lly saved
and rejoicing in God his Saviour, the other wag in
deepest distress, under strong convictions of sin,
and earnestly seeking deliverance from the load
of guilt pressing upon his conscience.

Neither of the two was aware of the state. of
soul of the other; moreover, the character of their

Vol, V1. No. 66.]
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duties, and the distance they were apart, forbad
any communication passing between them.

On the occasion referred to, one of the officers
had been out dining, and was returning to his
quarters in the garrison at a late hour of the
night. Coming up to the sentry on the outside
of the sallyport, who was the one really saved,
the officer asked as usual for the watchword in
passing him. The man, absorbed in meditation
on the glorious and blessed things that had
recently been. made the joy of his soul, on heing
roused from his midnight reverie by the challenge,
to the amazement of the officer, replied with the
words, “ The precious blood of Christ.” He soon,
however, recovered his self-possession, and gave
the correct watchword, when the officer passed on.
But his comrade, who was anxiously seeking the
Lord, and little knew how the Lord was secking
him, and who was sentry at the other or inner
end of the sallyport (a passage singularly fitted for
the conveyance of sound) distinctly heard, during
the tumultuous tossings of his troubled spirit, the
words, “The precious blood of Christ,” mysteriously
borne upon the breeze at the solenin hour of mid-
night. The words came home to his heart, as
indeed they were, as a voice from heaven; it was
the word of God winged from above, The load
of guilt was removed, and “the precious blood of
Christ ” thus spoke peace to the soul of the sin-
burdened soldier. He was saved, and that for
eternity ! _

Dear reader, L don't want to sermonize over this
striking narratlve but let me ask you to observe
that it speaks of 'three persons—one, the officer
who heard of the precious blood of Christ, and
passed on, unheeding it; another, the inner sentry
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who heard of it as a voice from heaven, and was
saved by it ; and the third, the outer sentry, who,
out of the abundance of an overflowing heart, spoke
of if, and was thus blessed to the salvation of his
comrade, These are representative men, and you
and I may certainly find our likeness in one or
other of them. Forgive my being personal-—Iike
which of them are you'? W. R.

JEHOVAH-JIREH.

“ Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake
the whole staff of bread. He sent a man hefore them,”
PgaLum cv. 16, 17,

e ERY wonderful are the ways of God in
Ao His dealings with the children of men,
tiaked “I have seen,” says the preacher, “the
ty ava]l which God hath given to the sons of men
to be exercised in 4t (Heecl iii. 10.) But what-
ever the travail which creates the exercise, or the
need which He may cause to come as an armed
man upon any person, most blessed is it to know
that ere the moment of travail or want arises He
has prepared in the sovereign goodness of His
own nature and character for it; He has antici-
pated the moment, nay, He Himself it is who has
called for the famine and broken the staff of
bread . in ordey that His own provision may be

manifested.

The famine wag sore in all lands when Jacob
and his eleven sons sought corn in the -place
whither God had sent a man before them, He
had broken the whole staff” of bread that they

might know His provision for them, albeit tha.t
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Joseph was he “whom they sold for a servaut,
whose feet they hurt with fetters: ho was laid
in iron.” Beaufiful picture of Him who, being
delivered by the determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge of God, was faken, and by the
wicked hands of man ecrucified and slain, the
Lamb of God’s own providing for the need of
a sinner before the sinner knew or felt his
need—foreordained before the foundation of the
world.

Reader, have you ever spiritually been driven
into a corner, into a place of dearth and utter
destifution as to your soul, brought there instru-
mentally by your own ways, and where your own
struggles showed you that the whole staff of
bread was broken, and that you were hopeless?
or, as “the full soul loathes the honeycomb, but
to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet,”
hag it still to be said of you, “I spake unto thee
in thy prosperity, but thou saidst, I will not
hear” ? (Jer. xxii. 21.)

Tt is on a death-bed often that the appalling con-~
dition of one slipping over the brink of time into
eternity without Christ becomes apparent; but how
unspeakably blessed it 1s when He, who knows
how to break the whole staff of bread, brings one,
whom naturally we might expect to lengthen out
the span of life, face to face with eternity, so that
He may force such an one to taste the mercy that
had anticipated his condition. I desire to record
such a case.

I sat a few months ago by the bedside of a
young man upon whom consumption was doing
its fatal work, 1 had a strong impression that
the Lord had given me a message for him,
and this led me, upon my return home from a

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

JEHOVAH-JIREH. 85

meeting of Christians at N , to go round to
the locality where he lived, that 1 mlght see him
and deliver it. |

Upon my arrival T called at the house, but if
seemed doubtful whether he would allow me to
see him ; however, after a while I had the message
from hig sister, a Christian, “ You may go up.” I
sought at first to put him at ease with me b
speaking a litile about his health, and then asked
him how it was with his soul for eternity. He
told me he had been trying to make up a prayer
from some texts of Scripture, which he had
repeated as earnestly as he could, but he could
not say that he had got anything by it. Seeing
that he was occupied -with his own striving, I at
once told him that the gospel commended itself
to the needy, saying, “If I offered a piece of
bread to one who had risen from a good meal it
would not be accepted, but to a starvmcr man it
would be sweet” Had he realized his need? I
then turned with him to the case of the dying
thief~one who was certainly made meet for
paradise in the few hours on the cross, and sought
to show him the three steps in the history of his
soul, by which he who had at first blasphemed the
Saviour was fitted to be with Him that very day
- in paradise.

Yirst. He owned his true condition, 2 con-
demned man justly receiving the due reward of
his deeds. I pointed out that each one of us had
evil dispositions which we were conscious of,
though they might have been providentially
restrained, or we might have lacked opportunity
for their full display in the lengths to which the
dying thief had gone; but the had borne fruit
in many ways, and before God we were guilty.
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His conscience witnessed the truth of this, and
he admitted that it was so.

Secondly. The thief confessed that the One
hanging by his side, though in the same con-
demnation, had done nothing amiss. What was
He there for~One who had done nothing amiss ?
Not, as the thief, for His sins. No necessrlty of
death was in Him, nor could the power of men or
Satan have exacted it had He not been the
obedient and willing victim suffering for ofhers.

Thirdly. He who had done everythlng amiss
cast himself upon the One who had done nothing
amiss. Would He remember a dying thief ?
Would He have him in His kmodom 2 Oh,
much more, much more! For it is the supremacy
of sovereign goodness in Jesus that replies, “ To-
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” How
little did that robber know, as they nailed him to
the cross, that God had sent a Man before him to
provide for the deepest need of his ruined, undone
soul.

After considering these three steps, he said to
me, “ Perhaps 1 have not taken the first step.” I
now turned him to Psalm xxxii., and showed him
that the psalmist was like a man with an inward
fever turning his moisture into the drought of
summer, while his sins lay unconfessed as a fire
in his bosom, and a load upon his conscience;
but that the moment they were all told out to
God, and the true condition as before Him ac-
knowledrred he knew, not the struggles of one
seeking to be or do somethmcr to relieve the fever
w1th1n, but the blessedness of a forgiven sinner.
I then begged him fo let the Lord go to the bot-
tom with him. It would be solemn by-and-by to
meet Him as Judge, and find he had been con-
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cealing his true state from himself—he could not
do it from God—but that sow, when the true
condition was not withheld from the searching
eye of God, and all was ouf, as the dying thief,
he who had done everything amiss might cast
himself upon the One who had done nothing
amiss.

I commended him to the Lord’s mercy, and left
him to ponder these things.

On calling the fo]lowmcr day I found him
drowsy. He had not been able to sleep in the
night ; “for,” said he, “ what you told me made me
miserable.” I replied, that though I was sorry for
his misery, yet that in another sense I was thankful
that it was go with him, and I went again with
him over the ground we had travelled the previous
day, knowing that, if God’s word were received,
misery would be turned into peace. Especla,lly
I pressed on him the text, “God hath made Him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might
be made the 110'hteousness of God in Hlm
(2 Cor. v. 21), pomtmg out that the Blessed One
had come down into the same condemnation as a
dying thief that the latter might be with Him in
paradise. What a change of place for each! The
One from glory to the shame of the cross, the
other from the shame of the crogs to para,dise.

He was evidently impressed with and owned
the love of this, and after praying the Lord to
open his eyes to see the glory of this grace, I left
to catch the train, assured that these blessed
truths were doing their work in his soul. A
message came to me soon after to say he had cast
himself upon the One who had done nothing
amiss, Reader, have yon? He now sleep
through Jesus. T. H. BR.
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“NOTHING TO DO.”

W HE reason people strive to work out a
f| salvation for themselves, impressed with
st the idea that God requires something from
“them, is that, first, they have not accepted the
- truth, “That in me (that is, in my flesh) dwells no

good thing” (Rom. vii. 18), a fact which puts it
out of the power of unregenerate man to please
God, it being impossible to get a clean thing out
of an unclean (Job xiv. 4), and there cannot be
communion between holiness and sin; and secondly,
because they have never had a true thought about
the death of Christ, \

If Jesus Christ has finished the work of atone-
ment, which was rendered necessary by man’s sin
before God could save, what can there possibly be
for the sinner to do? He cannot merit forgive-
ness, there is nothing 7n him capable of producing
anything from him acceptable to God; and even
if there were, what would it profit ?

The matchless merits of Jesus and His blood
are quite sufficient to enable God to accept the
sinner through faith. If man Aas aught to do,
then wag Christ’s work not a finished one, and He
is made 2 liar. |

The momenf, however, a person convicted of
gin looks away from vile self, and takes in God’s
truth about the work of His Sonm, all is settled;
works, and everything else, are cast to the four
winds, and peace fills the soul.

Neither prayers, ordinances, nor reformation are
needed to propitiate God. Jesus was set forth to
be a propitiation, and it is solely on the ground of
His gacrificial death that God can righteously giwve
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to man, without demanding anything from him as
a condition of blessing.

God gave His Son to bear the full weight of
divine wrath against sin. He bore it, and now God
bids whosoever will take the water of life freely
(Rev. xxii. 17), not on account of any merit in the
person coming, nor because he can bring anything
to satisfy God about his guilt, but smpry because
he is a sinner for whom Christ died.

'We assert, on the aunthority of God’s imperish-
able Word, that He will never turn away the
vilest sinner who approaches Him trusting alone
to Jesus and His work. For more than 1800
years He has been bidding man know and acknow-
ledge his guilt, and the hopelessness of his con-
dltlon and have faith in Christ as a Saviour; for
God is glorified in the salvation of the smner
His holiness and love are magnified, and new
Instre is shed upon the work of His beloved Son.

The notion that God needs to be reconciled to
the sinner is an invention of the enemy. “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself”
(2 Cor. v. 19); for man, whom God had made
innocent, and blessed with His own presence in
the fair and beauteous Paradise, had, through sin,
been placed at a distance from God. Now Jesus
‘appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Him-
self, and God’s holiness having thus been satisfied,
He comes out in all the wealth of His eternal
love to man just where He is, a poor, miserable
sinner outside Paradise, sitting in darkness and in
the shadow of death, and beseeches him to be
reconciled unto Himself, (2 Cor. v. 20.)

“ Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us.”
(Titus iii, b.) W. H. S,

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

90 TAE SALVATION OF GOD.

“THE DYING CATHOLIC.”
“Who can forgive sins but God only ?”’—Magx ii. 7.

I”

e END a priest! send a priest!” were his
sl -dying words as I sought to point him to
4 Jesus, the one all- sufficient Saviour for
time and eternity. While assenting to what was
said, he would interrupt me by saying, in a dis-
tressed tone of voice, “Go away; send a priest.”
With God’s word in my hand, I told him that
He had provided a Saviour in Jesus; that there
was no need of a priest if he trusted all to
Jesus. John iii, 16 was read to him—* God so
loved the world that He geve His only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” He was pressed
to look only to Jesus. Soon all was over. The
- result I know not. Reader, how is it with you in
view of death and eternity ?

No human power avails to ward off death; no
help from man can prepare the soul for eternity.

There is an anecdote told of a man who spoke
thus to the priest seated by his side: “I am
dying; what must I do to inake me die happy ?”
The priest promised “absolution,” the “rites of the
Church,” &c. “DBut,” says the man, “I’m dying !
These things don’t enable me to face death, or fit
me to meet God,” or words fo that effect. After
some more words on the priest's part, the sick man
interrupted him, saying, “ Now, if you were in my
position—just on the verge of eternity——to
what would you trust yourself ?” The priest thus
pressed drew his small erucifix from hls breast,

e e
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‘and pointing to if, said, “l1 would trust to the
One who died on the cross!”

“Ah!” says the dying man, “that’s what 7
want ; that will do!”

Yes, dear reader, Jesus alone can give rest,
either in life or at death.

“ Neither is there salvation in any otfier : for there
is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved.” (Acts iv. 12.)

Jesus Himself says, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life” (John xiv. 6.) Paul writes by the
Holy Ghost, in 1 Timothy i. 15: “This is a faith-
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save stnners.”
Peter, in his first epistle, tells us that “Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, to
bring us to God.” (1 Peter iii. 18.) Referring to
this very suffering, and the salvation flowing from
16, Jesus said on the cross, “Jt s finished !”
Blessed be His name, He finished the work on the
cross to the perfect satisfaction of God Himself.

Poor deluded men and women, frusting in
prayers and tears, in penance and priest, or in the
rites and creeds of any human system whatever,
withal for a time soothed and comforted by such
worthless forms and ceremonies, tell me, “Who
can forgive sins but God only 2” Can any human
power or priest cleanse the soul of one sin even?
Never! impossible! Surely you must the rather
own that God alone can forgive, and does forgive in
His own way, and that is tarough Christ and His
Jinished work.

This alone can give peace to the conscience, and
a title to eternal bliss.

Oh that your real state might be shown youj
that all false refuges might be abandoned! that
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all mere educational, hereditary, or family religion
might be seen by you as worthless to prepare you
for death or fit you for glory!

Jesus only can do that—He who is God’s beloved
Son—His work, His sacrifice, His atonement, His
enduring the Wrath of God against sin on the cross,
His ery there—*“ 1t 4s finished !” He Himself, the
once dead but now living, risen Sewiour. The testi-
mony of God’s word is to His infintte worth and
the absolute perfectness of His finished work.

There is none other, none less, none but He, can

save. “That’s what I want,” said the dying man
as he was pointed to Christ on the cross. That’s
what youw want, my dear unsaved reader, be your
religion what it may. We point you now to Him
—on the cross for sing, in the grave, but now risen
without the sins He died to put away. Ob, look
now to Him on the throne of God, and get there
the answer to the whole question of your soul’s
eternity ! God having thus exalted the Sin-bearer,
proves His satisfaction in the work He had done.
Will not you then be satisfied, dear anxious one,
with the same ? A good life or a happy death must
equally depend upon knowing the Lord Jesus
Christ as your own Saviour. He, and He alone,
is God’s provision for man. Good works in God’s
sight must flow from having life- and peace
through Christ to start with. 'Tis only Himsel/
and His work con stand the test of a death-bed,
can rob death of its sting, or make you ready for
His coming again,
" «Be it known unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through #his Mom [Jesus] is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all
that BELIEVE are justified from all thmgs ” (Acts
xiii, 38, 39.) T.E D,
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HOPING OR KNOWING: WHICH?

Mg UST as I came in from my work for
@79 k&) dinner the other day, and had taken my
Zix2Y seat at the table, a knock came to the
door; and on its being opened, there stood an old
man asking for help.

“Come in,” I said to bim; and having invited
him to be seated I presented him with. a plateful of
warm broth, for which he seemed tha.nkful My
heart was drawn out to God for a word for
him.

“ Where is your home ?” I sald; he replied,

“T have no home; I have no place in this wide
world.”

“Poor man,” thought I; “how like the One
who could say, ‘Foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath
not where to lay His head.””

“My wife is dead,” he said, “and my family
are scattered. Two sons are in Australia, and
two daughters are marned 111 the chrhlands of
Scotland, “far aw ay from me.”

Having finished his broth, he asked for a sheet
of writing-paper, saying:

“I am going to cut your mother a handsome
Pible-marker,” and taking a pair of scissors from
his pocket he set to work; as he was cutting
it he went on to speak of God—how kind He
was, how He had led him to think about Him, se
as to teach him to cut, and gain a living by these
things.

“ gurely that man has got life,” thought I; so I
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%ut the question to him, “Then you know the
Tord?”

“Oh, yes, sir! I hope so.”

“Then you have got eternal life? It is eternal
life to know God.” ,

“Qh, yes, I hope to get eternal life! I think
about Him every night and day. I am always
thinking about Him; I put my trust in Him.”

“ That won’t do,” I said. “I want you to have
something more than hope. You are an old man,
and have no home here; I.want you to be sure of
something better after you have done with this
scene.”

With that he finished his Bible-marker, and
a nice one it was; there were “the cross and
other figures, which represented the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost; and the three steps of Jacob’s
ladder—Faith, Hope, and Charity,” he said, I
saw the mdn was not saved, and pointing to the
cross, said :

“T know Him as the One that was on the cross,
and I know Him as the One that was in the
grave, and I know Him as the One that is
risen again, and ascended for me. I no longer
hope to be saved, but I know that I am saved.
You ought to have something more than hope;
you ought to know Him as your Saviour. You
did not hope to have some dinner after you got
it; you knew you had if, and enjoyed it. The
same with salvation; it is a thing to have in
possession ; ” and pressing the truth upon him, he
soon became inclined to go on his way. So bid-
ding me good-bye, he went on his way singing

* some sacred songs and solos whigh he had Jearned

in church, he said.
Poor man! how like many in the present day |
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They seem to know all about Him, and yet they
do not know Him, whom to know is life eternal,
- Should my reader be one of this class, I pray God
the Holy Ghost to give you to see where you are
and what you are. The word of God declares
that you are dead in frespasses and sins. 'What
you want is life, eternal life. “I am the resur-
rection and the life: he that believeth in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and who-
soever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
Believest thou this #¥ o

Yes, it i3 a fact that man is dead in sins, cut
off from God by his disobedience. But it is as
sure that Jesus, by His obedience unto death, has
opened up the new and living way back to God, and
there is none other, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh to the Father, but by
Me.” You cannot get back to God by any other
way.  All your works are of no avail You may
go to church or chapel, but that won't do. You
may say your prayers night and merning, but
that will not avail. You need to be born again,
born of God. “That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit
is Spirit.” Nicodemus had to learn this, and so
have you. You may be young or old, rich or
poor, learned or unlearned, black or white, but you
are just a stem of the old root. You are trying to
hide from God by your good works your true
state, but you cannot. Remember, His all-secing
eye can look down into that deceitful heart of
VOUurs.

Do not get angry at this statement, because it is
true. The word of God says that “the heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked :
who can know it?”  And if you want salvation,
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you can get it on no other ground than that of a
lost sinner. People do not like to be called
einners, but it just brings out the state of heart of
which I have been speaking. Men would like to
have it not so bad after all, but the cross of Christ
brings out what is in man. After having put to
death the Lord Jesus and choosing a robber, what
will they not do?

OQh, my reader, if you think to improve youx-
self by any means, you are denying that you are
8 lost sinner; then there is no salvation for
you; for it was sinners He came to seek and
save!

Remember that God has exalted Him, and
given Him a name which is above every name,
that at the mention of “the name of Jesus every
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that
Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
If you will not bow now and own your ruined
condition before God, you will have to bow here-
after, when it is too late. Come then, dear soul,
be honest now, and God will give you salvation on
the spot.

Then you will no longer hope to be saved,
but will know that you are saved, and on
your way to be with that One who loved you
and gave Himself for you. The Lord grant
it, dear friend! Then you and I shall meet
and feast together on the love of that One who
will never be satisfied till He has His objects
there.

“Lord Jesus, come! No longer let us roam
Afar from Thee and that bright place,
Where we shall see Thee face to face:

Liord Josus, come!”

J. P,
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THREE WOR Db

s gch S, three v‘vords-—-only three ; but enough
4 )i to die with, enough to smooth the pillow,

fateld| enough to heal the conscience, enough to
ﬁll the heart.. So found R a few weeks. ago.
Anxious for some time. Awakened by reading a
little book given her by a friend. Anxious, but
dying; dying, but unsaved. How sad! how solemn!
you say, and yet perhaps your condition, within
how short a time of death, but still unsaved ; and
not only so, but careless, because ignorant of how
near death may be. Not so R Occupied
with her own efforts, she had yet to learn the
power of three words. As her body grew weaker,
her anxiety increased, until her troubled spirit
seemed to look right out of her deep black eyes.
God’s time came for His voice to reach her. “What
were the last words the Lord Jesus said upon the
cross?” a friend asked her one day. “J1¢ s
finished,” she said. “Did He mean them?” < Yes,
yes; I see, I see,” she said. “He’s done it all,
and I have nothing to do. Oh, how wonderful,
how beautiful, how clear! I cannot add to what
He has finished.”

“What were the first three words the risen
Saviour spoke to His gathered disciples?” ¢ Peace
unto you” “And He showed unto them His
hands and His side. The work was done, peace
was made.”

Vol. VI. No. 8%.]
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Who can describe the change that came over
R ¢ There and then God set His seal upon
her. Her very face spoke eloguently of the rest
these three words had given. Her few days left
down here bore witness to the work the Spirit of
God had wrought in her soul Suﬂ’ering, but
happy ; weak, but strong in His love. Nothing
to boast of but Himself, the peace He had made
filling her soul with joy, she shortly entered His
presence. “Who, when He had by Himself
purged ofir sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high.” Reader, is that your hope?
“are “three words” enough for you ? L. C.

L,

GOD WILL NEVER LET YOU OFF.

A H Y, question was asked a policeman the
a4 other day, “If you saw a man in the act
wusrid of thieving, would you let him off 17 “ No;
I should try my best to take him,” he rephed
“Well,” the questioner said, “you have done
mnany tthO‘S you ought noft, which only God has
seen, ¢on e lot You oﬁ’ £”  “Yes,” he sa,ld “of 1
ask Him.” “No, He cannot,” the passer-by reJomed
«Tf 3 thief asked you to Jet him off, could you #”
The policeman did not like standing in the same
position with God as a detected thief is in with
him ; so, to escape the difficulty, he said he might
let the man off, but admitted that, if found out, 7
would lose his choracter.

Reader, let me ask you the question, Can God
let yow off? Perhaps you think, Yes, if I ask
Him ; but, like the policeman, do not like having
to do with God; yet He says, “ Thine iniguity is

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

GOD WILL NEVER LET YOU OFF. 99

marked before me.” (Jer. ii. 22.) “He has set
thy secret sins in. the light of His countenance”
(Psalm xc. 8), and “be sure your sin will find you
out”” (Num. xxxii, 23.) You are not only a
detected, but a judged, guilty sinner before God
(Rom. iii. 7, 19, 23), however good a character the
world gives yow.- God is righieous, and will by no
means clear the guilty. (Exodus xxxiv. 7.) How
can He let you off, or allow your sin to pass un-
punished, even if you ask Him, without losing His
character? “Oh,” you say, “God hath found out my
iniquity ! (Gen. xliv, 16.) I am guilty! tell me
how I can be saved, and meet the eye of God
without fear. I am bad and feel sin like a great
load on my heart.” But are you a lost sinner?
“ What do you mean by a lost sinner?” One, all
whose efforts to work your way into God’s fa,vour

by trying to obey Him, have only shown you how
full of sin your heart is, and left you more miser-
able than ever; so that you have given up all hope
of getting to heaven by anything you can do.
“Yes; that is just my condition. I only see a sin-
hating God’s judgment before me.” Then I have
good news for you—God loves you. He is love.

Love is His very nature. He has revealed Him-

self in two characters, as light or righteous (1 John
i, 5), and love. (iv. 8) Law has but one, it is
righteous, and lets off no offender against it, but
-punishes him ; it does not, cannot, love. God hates

sing, but loves sinners, yea, His enemies, and
has “manifested His love toward us by sending
His only begotten Son into the world, that we

might live through Him.” (1 John iv. 9.) He came

to seek and to save the lost (Luke xix. 10), and do

His Father’s will; and so yielded Himself up into

the hands of wicked men-—allowed them to lift
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Him up from off the earth on a cross of wood, and
pierce His hands and feet with nails. God devised
this plan to show His character of surpassing love,
keep His righteous character, and save the sinner;

For when His Son was there, He in His mghteous
character poured out the cup of His wrath against
sin on that sinless Ome. (2 Cor. v. 21.) Yes,
anxious reader, unable to clear yourself from onc
single sin, God put the sins of all your life on
Churist, every one of them—not one was left out,
past, present, or future. Christ bore them, paid
the penalty of death for them, shed His blood for
them, satisfied God’s righteous character about
them. All God’s wrath against your sins has
been poured out on Christ, and is exhausted, and
there is not a drop more for Him or you to
drink. He “bare our sins in His own body on the
tree.” (1 Peter ii. 24.)

“Then where are your sins ¢” This question was
asked a dying man, lately passed from death to
life, He replied, “I suppose He must have left
them all in His grave.” Just so; and has gone
into heaven without them, there to appear in the
presence of God for you (Heb. ix. 24), as your
unchanging righteousness and title to be there.
He took your sinful character on the cross, and
you have His character before God by simple
faith in Christ.

Are you afraid now, dear soul, to meet the eye.
of God? “Ob, no,” you reply, “I am resting in
adoring praise on Him who shed that precious
blood, on which God rests for me with unalterable
satisfaction ! My load is all gone ; I’m as light as
a feather.” Thank God there is joy in His presence
then. “But I am utterly unworthy of such love,”
you say. Quite true; but God gives according to
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His own heart, worthily of Himself, because of
His delight in His Son, and the work in which He
glorified Him about us; so that we are taken into
His favour, and blessed even now with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ. (Eph. i, 3.)
Now we are to be followers of God as dear
children, to walk in love (Eph. v. 1, 2), keep our
Saviour’s words (John xiv. 23), and be zealous of
good works.

But oh, the cost of it all! Unsaved reader, “is
it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold,
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce
apger.” (Lam. 1. 12; see also Mabt. xxvi. 39,
xxvii. 46.) DHd God let Christ off ¢ Ah, no!

He was punished for sin,

He laid down His life,

'The price of a pardon free;
And He bids you by faith

To buy without price,

And blessings shall flow to thee.

If pardon’s price be so great, how awful in
God’s thoughts (Isaiah Iv. 8) must be the character
of sin, of which men make so light, going on in
hourly peril of the second death (Rev. xx. 14);
forgetting their sins, passing the Saviour by, and
thinking that at any moment it suits their con-
venience God will let them of if they ask Huim,
God putting His Son to death s not letting you
off ; and unless you come to Christ as a guilty
sinner, disown yourself and your ways, and be-
lieve on Him unto life everlasting, you will
have to bear your own judgment for ever in the
lIake of fire, where Glod will never let you off

H. A,
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“IN CHRIST.”

e 1qOW I HAVE LEARNED THAT GOD LOOKS
M&I| TPON ME NO LONGER AS A SINNER, BUT
_ ieed 1IN CHRIST.” Such were almost the first

words spoken to me by one whom I wvisited
some years ago. Who she was, or what she was,
matters little. A sinner by her own confession,
she had been thrown upon a bed of sickness to
learn God’s grace and mercy in dealing with such,
Her sins rose before her, aud her state before God
as a sinner sorely troubled her in the near
prospect of death. One visited her several times
to place before her God’s precmus way of complete
salvation, and from this visitor's lips she learned
the truth which she expressed to me in the above
simple words. All dread was mow gone; the
strugglings which accompany soul anxiety had
all ceased, nothing remaining but perfect peace,
Whence came the peace? From the knowledge
of the truth God had taught her. She was a
sinner deserving eternal condemnation; but now
she had learned from God’s word that she stood
before Him “in Christ;” and there is “no condem-
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Romn.
viii. 1)

Having taught her this blessed truth, God
raised her again from her bed of smkness and
gave her a little time for the practice of all that
1§ becoming on the part of those who stand
complete in Christ before Him; to put on the
Lord Jesus Christ before men (Rom, xiii, 14); to
seek to exhibit Iis beauty before the eyes of
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those who surrounded her pathway. Then again
He laid her down, and her spirit was called from
the poor body to he present with the Lord.

But ever since hearing her words I have
cherished them as a simple, bright expression of
the blessed truth of the believer’s standing before
God; and probably shall continue so to cherish
them until the Lord calls me to meet Himself.
Beloved reader, have you ever learnt this incom-
parable lesson ? J. R.

A THOUGHT ON “THE SIMPLICITY ”
OF IT ALL

2 Coxr. <. 3.

=SS horn of Adam, we were by nature sinners,
)| unfit for God’s presence, “children of
Sadtandl wrath.” (Eph. il 3.) God could not pass
over sin without exacting righteousness with
respect to it, for that would have been winking at
sin, He must vindicate His own character as one
who could not have to do with sin. There was
but one way—judgment must fall upon it. If
the sinner bore the judgment he was for ever lost.
God’s love to the sinner did not allow ¢hat, and
so He gave His Son, “the man Christ Jesus”
(1 Tim, ii. 5), to BEAR THE PENALTY in the sinner’s
stead. Hence JESUS ON THE CROSS was made
gin, and dealt with by Gop As svcE—bore the
]udwmen{, which was due to it; and this so
completely, so draining “the cup” (J ohn xviii. 11)
. to the last dregs as to leave not a single drop
for those in whose stead He suffered. By ThHIS
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ONE ACT HE APPEARED TO PUT AWAY BIN, and
opened up a channel through which the love of
God, CONSISTENTLY WITH His righteousness, could
display itself on our behalf. God’s love was THERE,
but SIN IN MAN was the barrier to its flowing
out towards man. o remove this barrier CHRIST
DIED; but as “it was not possible” (Acts ii. 24)
that He, the Prince of life, could be held or
detained by death, He on the third day Toox His
life AGAIN ; having thus SECURED eternal deliver-
ance, as well as eternal LIFE, for any who “ONLY
BELIEVE ” (Mark v. 36) that HE “DIED for THEM,
and rose again.” (2 Cor. v. 15.) CERTAIN it is
that such not only ARE, BUT MUST BE—BECAUSE
Gop says so—*“justified from all things.” (Acts
xiii. 39.) And wherever such is the case, and
the work REAL, the life wiLL speak for itself,
without the aid of the lips or the constraint of
the law, _ C. G. L,

THE GOSPEL:
HAVE YOU OBEYED 1IT?

AT shall the end be of them that obey
Al not the gospel of God ?” (1 Peter iv. 17.)

aiagdll “ The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (2 Thess. i. 7, 8.)

THE GOSPEL OF GOD.

God’s glad tidings, the good news for sinners,
which has its origin in the heart of the blessed
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God Himself, the author of “the glad tidings.”
The God who is rich in mercy manifested His
great love towards sinners in the gift of His Son;
for the glad tidings is about God’s Son, not about
the sinmer. God has no good news about the
sinner, but He has good nmews for the sinner,
“concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Christ is the substance, the burden, of “the glad
tidings;” it is

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST.

Christ died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures, and He was buned and He rose again
the third day, according to the Scriptures. (1 Cor.
xv. 3, 4) And so thus God’s record about His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, is said to be also

THE GOSPEL OF OUR SALVATION.

“For it is God’s power unto salvation to every
one that believeth. o If a sinner hears “the glad
tidings,” and receives, believes if, then he is
saved, is cleared from el his ullt 18 justified,
lias peace with God ; for the good news is also

THE GOSPEL OF PEACE.

Being justified on the principle of faith (not
on the principle of works, feelings, or religious-
ness), “ we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Not justified because he believes,
ag if there was merit in his faith, but God havmo'
announcedt His record concerning His Son, His
death and resurrection, the sinner hears it, believes
it, looks away from himself, his goodness or his
badness, and looks to faith’s object— Christ, and
knows Him as a Saviour who came to seek and
save the lost; and he finds, because he knows
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himself a lost and ruined sinner, that this is his
very title to Christ as a Saviour.

He's all my trust and all my boast;
For since He died to save the loat,
I’'m sure He died for me.

But has my reader really discovered the solemn
fact that by nature he is lost? Not only because
he reads it in the word of God, but also knows
by painful experience it is true of him, because
ho finds he has a nature that will not be subject
to the law of God, and that he commits sins
because he likes them and therefore he is guilty
on account of what he has done, and lost because
of what he is. And if this be known, has he
bowed to God’s verdict of him? has he sub-
mitted himself to the righteousness of God? %as
he obeyed the gospel of His Son? God must
have reality, and we have to do with Him; and
the truest indication of a real soul is, that he
bows to the solemn sentence of God, owns that He
is Just, takes His part against himself, and judges
himself in God’s holy presence, according to
God’s estimate of sin, and its deserts as seen' in
the cross of our Lord J esus Christ; and if this be
the case, he can now rejoice that, although he had
no righteousness at all to come before God, God
has come to him with a perfect righteousness,
one which is fowards all but upon all them that
believe ; he stands now, accepted in the beloved,
in Christ before God. How blessed! dustified by
faith, standing in the favour of God, waiting for
the glory of God; for the good news is also

THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF THE BLESSED GOD

Ma,y writer and reader meet there, W. H,
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“LOCK, LOOK, LOOKING!”

e ARK | A voice from heaven addresses you
' | poor sinners. Are you anxious to know

st what the voice says ? Then listen. “Look
unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth; for I am God, and there is none else.”
(Isa. xlv. 22.)

Do what you are invited to do—“look” to
“Jesus. Where is He? Yook up, by faith, and
there, in the brightest spot of the glory of God,
you will see the very same Saviour who bore our
sins in His own body on the tree. But you will
see Him there without sins; God could not, and
would not, have them in glory

‘When Jesus was on the cross He had the sins
of all who believe in Him upon Him. He suffered
there at the hands of God for them ; He put them
all away with His blood before He left the cross.
He went into the grave, rose again, and ascended
to heaven without one of them; and, as I said
just now, if you look up to heaven you will see
Him there without sins upon Him; and all who
believe in Him are entitled to know that as He is,
0 are they in this world. (1 John iv. 17.)

Sinner, do you know why you are not damned?
Because grace reigns. And do you know why you
are 1ot saved ? Only because you do not believe
the grace of God. ,

T you refuse to look to Jesus, allow me to tell
you that you will take out of this world with
you what you never brought into it—sINs; and
if you die in your sins, you will be buried in
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them, and they and you will have a resurrection -
together.

If you should die in your sins, which may God
in His mercy forbid, when your body is buried
you will leave behind you those who will follow
your body to the grave weeping and mourning.
But when you are raised in your sins you will be
the chief mourner, and you will weep scalding
tears of bitterest remorse for ever, and FOR EVER,
and FOR EVER, in the lake of fire.

Thank God, dear reader, that you have a body
out of the grave, and a soul out of hell; and I cry
to you, in the language of Scripture, to “behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.” (John i. 29.) If you will only look,
you will be able to say, “ And I beheld, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne . . . stood a Lamb, as it
had been slain.” (Rev. v. 6.) The slain Lamb
is now the enthroned Lamb.

It is only a “look” that is required, but then it
must #o¢ be into your own heart, but to -a living,
loving Saviour in heaven. “How am I to look 2”
you say. Believing in Him is looking, and imme-
diately you are “saved.” And how wide and all-
embracing ig the invitation! It is to “all the ends
of the earth,” It is the Old Testament way of
saying “whosoever.”

Now mark, it is not look unto churches, chapels,
or mission ha]ls for salvation, but « look unto
Me.” It is not look unto baptism, confirmation,
or the Lord’s Supper for salvation, but “look unto
Me.” Nor does it say, Look unfo your tears,
prayers, or repentance, for salvation (we speak not
against these things, but against looking to them
for salvation), but “look unto Me.” Again, it does
nol say, Look unto your reformation, phllanthropy,
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or temperance, for salvation, but “look unto Me.”
Once more, it does not say, Look within you, or
look around you, or look fo religion, for salvation,
but “LooK UNTO ME, and be ye saved.”

Just as the serpent-bitten Israelite (in Numbers
xxi.) was told to look to the uplifted brazen ser-
pent and live, so you are invited to look to Jesus,
once lifted up on the cross for you, but now seated
on the throne of God in heaven, and you will be
saved.

He is not saying, Look unto Me, and j%¢l ye are
saved ; or look unto Me, and Zope ye are saved ;
or look unto Me, and (Zink ye are saved ; or look
unto Me, and doubl ye are saved ; but “look unto
Me, and BE YE SAVED,”

It is the outward look that brings the inward
peace, whilst the inward look brings inward .
misery.

You must have the tree before there can be any
fruit; you must have the fountain before you can
have the stream ; so you mus be saved before you
can do any good works that God can accept.
Works flow from salvation, but they never produce
it. (See Eph. ii, 8-10.)

“There is life in a look at the glerified One;
There is life ¢ ¢this moment for thee;
Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved,
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree. »

But after we have: looked unto Jesus in heaven
for salvation, we have to look for Him from
heaven to come and take ug there. “ And unto
them that look for Him shall He appear the second
time without sin” (that is, apart from all question
of sin, that question havmg been settled at the
cross) “unto salvation.” (Heb. ix. 28.)

The moment we as confessedly guilty sinners
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looked to Jesus by faith, we were saved, and to
such God says, “By grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not' of works, lest any man should boast.”
(Eph. ii, 8, 9.) But the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus has only been applied to our souls at
present, hence it says, in. 1 Peter i. 9, “ Receiving
the end of your faith, even e salvation of your
souls” When the Saviour returns He will apply
His salvation to our bodies, thus we shall
have saved souls in saved and glorified bodies.
Faith is connected in Scripture with the salvation
of the souwl, and Aope with the salvation of the
body. We have seen the former in 1 Peter i L 9;
see the latter in' Romans wviii. 23-25; Phil 111
20, 21.

“But,” says somebody, “it is only unto those
who ‘look for Him’ that He will appear the second
time, so that if we are not looking when He comes
we shall not be taken.” Stay, friend, not quite so
fast, please. The coming of the Lord for His saints
is always connected with grace, and not responsi-
bility, in Scripture ; whereas you make it, by your
unscriptural views, to be connected with responsi-
bility, and »of with grace. The Holy Spirit puts it
plainly enough in 1 Cor. xv. 23, where He says,
“Chrigt, the first-fruits; afterward they that are
Christ’'s at His coming. »” So that if ‘chey are taken
when Christ comes it will be, not because they
are watching, but because they “are Christ’'s;”
and if they are leff, it will not be because they
are mnot watching, but because they are nof
Christ’s.

When we are saved we are placed midway be-
tween the cross and the glory, and on the road
home to glory we are thus exhorted: To “lay
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aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
eagily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unfo Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of our faith.,” (Heb. xii. 1, 2.)

Faith looks to the living, loving Saviour for the
present and everlasting salvation of the soul ; Aope
looks patiently for His return for glormcatlon with
Himself, and love is ever looking away from every-
body and everything, to “J ESUS ONLY,” for
satisfaction and preservation.

Faith knows that it has the salvation of the
soul now ; Zope knows that it will have the salva-
tion of this now poor, debilitated body at His
second coming; and love knows that it will be
saved through all sorts of difficulfies right into
the glory.

Oh, what a Saviour, and what a salvation! Do
you know this blessed Saviour, and are you in
possession of His salvation ? If not, do listen to
Him saying to you from heaven, * LOOK UNTO ME,
AND BE YE SAVED.” H. M. IL

“ARE YOU ALL RIGHT THEN ?”

oy HIE minister was speaking about the birth
4 of Jesus last night,” said an old Chris-
el tian one Monday morning, “And he
was vely personal, " continued she; ¢ “and he asked
us if we were a’ richt.”

“ Are you all right then ?”

“Oh, aye!” said Margaret; “it wud be an awfu’
thing if I could na’ say I was saved.,” “Eh,” she
went on, “its an awfw’ warld this, and fu’ of
iniquity, I was speaking to a neighbour yestreen,
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and she tell’t me that she had been in Dundee,
but she didna like the minister, for he (the
minister) spak as if they were a’ heathens,” «I
told her, we were waur than heathens, for we hac
the Bible, and what use do we mak o't? and I
tell’t her that if she wasna saved, she wud be
lost.”

But she did not believe any one could say
they were saved ; and said to me, “ Naebody could
ken that.”

“Eh, its the stupidest like thing in the warld to
think that we could na’ ken that.”

A fow similar remarks followed, and then
Margaret took up her basket, and started on the
long walk back to her little Garret

. 'Which of these two women do you resemble ?
Are you angry if any one speaks to you “as if youn
were a' heathen™? Or, can you say with old
Margaret, “it wnd be an awfu’ thing if I could na
say 1 was saved.”

God has written for your acceptation, that,
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Do you believe it ¢ Do you at heart believe it ?
Do you believe it is true; and meant for every
sinner, and therefore meant for you ?

J. M. I,

OH, TO BE NOTHING!

OH, THE POWER AND THE JOY OF HAVING NOTHING,
BEING NOTHING, AND ENOWING NOTHING BUT A
LIVING CHRIST IN HEAVEN ; AND OF BEING CAREFUL
FOR NOTHING BUT THE GLORY OF HIS BLESSED NAME
DOWN HERE UPON EARTH ! C. G. E,
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“HATH.)

“ He that believeth on Me Aatl everlasting life,”
Joux vi. 47,

>4 WELVE months ago, I may say, Christ
4| was a mere matter of indifference to me;
gt the Bible was only taken up. occasmna,lly
as a duty; going regularly to church as a necessary
form, but leaving it Sunday after Sunday without
having received any benefit, or having my con-
science awakened.

A dear brother (a sailor), who had been some
years converted, came home sometimes to spend
his vacation with us. I had often noticed, by his
expression of face and manner, that he had some-~
thing that I had not, but it did not concern me
much.

During one longer stay than usual he tried to
impress on me my natural lost condition, and the
expected advent of the Lord from heaven. After
one or two lengthy conversations with him, I
became very anxious for the same happiness which
he had. I prayed for it day after day, passing
many a sleepless and wretched night, while my
one prayer was, that the Lord would not come
until I knew I was saved. This went on for some
time, my anxiety increasing. My brother then
took me to see a very dear Christian, and he did

Vol. VI. No. 68.]
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all in his power to.comfort me, and point out
from Scripture what Christ had already done for
me, impressing on my memory this beautiful
verse—* Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall nof come into
judgment; but is passed from death unto life.”
(John v. 24.)

The blessing did not come to me then; I seemed
to be more anxious than ever; but it was soon to
be my happy portion. This dear friend -visited
me the following day to see if there was any
change, and repeated the same lovely text. Some-
how or other, I cannot exactly say how, I jumped
up and exclaimed, “I believe that from my heart !
am I not a saint of God?” The answer was, “ It
makes little difference what I say; God says it, so
it must be so.”

Ever since that hour, I rejoice to say, the Lord
has given me rest in Himself, and by God’s grace
I shall be kept; for it is written, “ Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee.” (Isa. xxvi. 3.)

Before this happened I appreciated “society,”
and the various worldly amusements; but now I
feel quite a different creature, so light and happy,
with all fears vanished, that I often sing for very
joy. Truly I have gained doubly for what I
have given up, and I would not return to my
previous condition for all the world could offer
me.

Dear reader, we know not if we may call another
moment our own, have you accepted God’s message
of love, and been “ made meet to be a partaker of
the inheritance of the saints in light” ? If not,
oh, let me earnestly persuade you to delay no

\
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longer. “ Remember the night is far spent, the day
is at hand.” “The Spirit and the bride say, Come.
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.” (Rev. xxil
17) “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I suc-
coured thee: behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor.
vi. 2.) J. M. L. L.

TWO DYING-BEDS,

tsies| RICH man was dying, but his doctor
3 ¥y refused to tell him that his end was
2l approaching. He sent for his housekeeper,
and 1n31sted upon her telling him how long he had
to live. “Do you wish me to tell you what the
doctor told me ” ? said the woman., “Yes, I want
the whole truth; tell me quickly.” “Well, sir,
he said you had only twelve hours to live,” “Then
I’ve no time to lose. Now, do as you are told,
and don’t remonstrate with me. Send immediately
for my solicitor, then go for C——, the undertaker,
and bring him back with you.” The woman
quickly obeyed him. When the undertaker
arrived, he was immediately ushered into the
presence of the dying man, who said, “C
I’'m about to die, and I want you to manage my
funeral for me. 1 will tell you how I wish it con-
ducted, and the kind of coffin I require; and then
I wish you to make out your bill, and I will pay
you before I die.”
“ But, sir,” remonstrated C-—-—, “I would rather

"
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not undertake this affair.” “Nonsense! sit down
and make your bill out; and mind, man, don’t be
extortionate.” Thus urged, C did his bidding,
was paid, and departed.

“Now,” said Mr. to his housekeeper, “make
me a glass of punch, and fill my pipe with tobacco,
and I ill make myself was comfortable as I can
while I live,” A few hours afterwards he died!
Yes, he died and was buried. Was that the end
of him? Alas! no. His body was laid in the
grave, where it awaits resurrection; but his soul,
that immortal soul, where is it ? When in health,
business and pleasure engrossed his attention, and
then to die without any other preparation for
eternity than that T have described. Solemn, awful
close to a life spent according to the course of this
world. And yet he had been warned of coming
judgment; only a stone’s throw from his house
was the gospel preached. He had heard the world-
wide invitation, “ Whosoever will, let him take”
(Rev. xxii. 17), and, “Him that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out” (John vi. 37) But
“ there are no pardons in the tomb, and brief is
mercy's day.”

Remember, his was a life spent without God, a
death-bed without Christ! Do you say God is
merciful ? He is; He says so Himself. “The Tord
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty.” (Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7.) Perhaps you have
never noticed these words, “ by no means clear the
guilty.” How then can man be saved, since “all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ?”
(Rom, iii. 23) The only just ground for God's
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mercy is the atoning work of His only begotten
Son. - His mercy provided a substitute for the
guilty ; the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace have carried the glad tidings far and wide,
and guilty man, having heard how God can be just,
and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus, is
left without excuse. Reader, think of the death-
bed of the tich man without Christ, and then
listen to the dying words of ome poor in this
world’s goods, but rich in faith. “Yes, I'm an
old man now, and a dying man foo, but my times
are in His hands; I'm only waiting for him to
take me to His own eternal presence. My salva-
tion is secure; Christ has done all for me. O,
the mercy of God! On my dying bed I think of
His mercies toward me. I was a wild, thoughtless
sinner, and many a danger have I been in on sea
and land. His merey kept me, His love brought
me to Christ, now I praise Him for it.” Soon after
he fell asleep.

Do not you see a striking difference, dear reader,
in the two dying men ? and does your heart say of
the last one, “Oh that my end may be like his ?”
Is there any reason why your end should not be a
happy one? Can God do more for you than He
has done? Surely not; “for scarcely for a right-
eous man will one die: yet peradventure for a
good man some would even dare to die. But God
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. v,

7, 8.) Let me tell you once more, God cannot
show mercy apart from the Son of His love; He
is the Way to be saved; His is the Name to be
believed on ; and His is the Blood that cleanseth,
Now is the time to accept Him. Now i1s the day
of salvation, Now or Never ! E E. S.

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

118 THE SALVATION OF GOD.

SINS OR BLESSINGS—WHICH ?

) drmk in the precmus truth taught there
by the Saviour.

“A woman of the city, which was a sinner.”
What depths of horrible sin lie wrapped up in
that short sentence! She was bad enough, was
she not? Yet the blessed Lord saved her. Then
surely you may come and let Him save you. She
came to Him with a heavy load of sing, she left
Him with present and eternal blessings. Which
are you carrying, my reader, sins or blessings?
Answer to God which,

For many years I carried a load of sins; but,
thank CGod, for many years now I have carried a
load of blessings, and they are not heavy. The
sins were heavy, and daily got heavier; buf the
blessings, instead of being heavy, and burdenmcr
me, lighten me, and send me on my way rejoicing.

How did this ginner get rid of her sins, think
you, and come into possession of the blessings ?

Well, she came as a broken-hearted penitent to
the feet of Jesus. She felt she could trust that
Man, so she followed Him to the Pharisee’s house,
and broke her heart over Him. She felt her own
sinfulness, and she trusted the Saviour and His
goodness. She put her faith in Him, and He took
her sins and gave her His peace.

Just think of Jesus saying to her, “Thy sins
are forgiven thee.” Not “they may be forgwen
thee,” but “they ARE forgiven thee.” *“Thy faith
hath saved thee ¥  Not “will save thee,” but
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“HATH saved thee,” “Go in peace.” How did
she know she had forgiveness, salvation, and peace?
Why ? Because He said so.

Now, have you had all your way, and broken
your heart at His feet, as you have thought of
your sinfulness ? Then let Him have all His way,
and do you accept all His blessings; for His way
is to give them to those who own they have no
right to them. He speaks to you, and says, “ Do
you trust me? Have you faith in me?” And if
you can say, “ Yes, Lord, I have faith in thee, I do
trust thee;” then He says, “THY sins ARE for-
given thee. THY FAITH HATH saved thee;
go in PEACE.”

What a blessed exchange! All your sins He
takes, that all His blessings you may take. And
if any one asks how you know they are are yours,
you reply, “ Because He says they are” W. E.

“HE SAID IT>
Read Luxe vii. 36-50.

{ GREAT sinner once came to the Lord
i Jesus. She stood weeping at His feet.
#Zaine What a blessed place for a sinner!

She %new she was a sinner; the proud Pharisee
knew she was a sinner; but more, God knew
she was a sinner, and Jesus was God.

F 'Whab brou0ht her to that house? Surely
Simon the Pharisee had not invited Aer! Is she
not afraid to enter unasked ? “ When she knew
that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house,”
this was enough, this gave her boldness, this in-
gpired her with confidence—dJesus was there.

e e T
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She came “and stood at His feet behind Him
weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears,
and did wipe them with the hairs of her head,
and kissed His feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.”

But why was she not afraid of Jesus? Did
He not know all her sins? Did He not know
them to be “many”? He did. DBut listen;
she hears Him say, “Her sins, which are many,
are forgiven.” Mark, He did not say, “ Her sins
are too many to be forglven No, no! “ Her sins,
which are many, are forgiven,” Ah! I think I
hear her say, “ But is this really true of me? Is
it of my sins He speaks when He says they are
forgiven? Mine surely are mang, but are they
not o0 many, too black? Can it possibly be my
many sins that are forgiven ?”

Again that blessed One speaks; but this time
He. turns to her, He looks straight at her, He
speaks to her, “ And He said unio her, THY SINS
ARE TFORGIVEN.” Now there can be no doubt,
“Thy sins are forgiven.” What blessed words !
But what had she done to deserve it? Nothing!
She just simply came with all her sins to Jesus.
He knew them all, and He knew they were many.
He does not make light of them, He could not.
To bear the heavy burden of sins was no light
matter, and He had come to hear them; yes, to
suffer and die for them. |

Reader, are your sins forgiven? - Ah! I wish
I could say that, but I cannot feel that they are,
And how do you suppose this woman knew her
sing were forgiven? Was 1t because she felt <,
or because He said ©t? Surely because He savidl
«t. Mark, it does not say she felt it; but “Hr
saip unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.” This
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settled everything; she had His word for it
Could that deceive her? Iler feelings might
change, His word never could.

She Znew her sins were forgiven because He
said unto her, “Thy sins are forgiven ;” she felt
her sins were forgiven, because she believed what
He said.

Now, dear anxious soul, do you believe that
your sins are forgiven, or are you trying to feel it
tirst? DMany try to feel their sins are forgiven
before they will believe it, but you must believe
it before you can feel it.

“By Him all that belicve are justified from all
things.” (Acts xiii. 39.) A 1 B.

“HEAR HIM”

§ WISH to ask my reader a question, and
2 one of the greatest moment in the matter

20nl| of the soul's salvation. To whose voice
do you listen? If you look at the early verses
in Mark ix. you will read the description of a
scene the teaching of which is very Dblessed.
There are two groups on the mountain—the
disciples forming one, spectators of the scene;
Moses, Elias, and the Son of God, the other.
Several transactions take place, and God Himself
pronounces on the whole matter. Moses was a
servant of God with a special mission—the
deliverance of the people of God, and the one by
whom the law came. “The law was given by
Moses.” Elias the prophet had for his object the
recovery of the people to the true God when they
had got far away into idolatry. (See 1 K_mgs XViil)
“ Glace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” It was
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not the law, it was not the recovery of that which
was now proved hopelessly bad, but a new thing.
No longer God demanding righteousness, and the
law proving man had it not. It was not recovery,
for recovery was no longer possible; but it was
God 1n grace meeting His people’s need as lost
sinners, and that in the person of His Son. At
the mount the personifiers of these three principles
appear, and Peter, one of the spectators, would
place all three on a common platform.. But God
does not for one moment allow this; for “while
He yet spake,” as Matthew and Luke tell us, God
signifies the difference of the new dispensation and
the brighter glory of His Son. “¥or a cloud
overshadowed them ; and a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear
Him.” Not for one instant are Moses and Elias,
blessed servants of God as they were, to be
%aced on a level with the “beloved Son.” No;

e is the One by whom God then, as now, speaks.
He “who at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us
by His Son.”

And now, dear friend, I repeat my question,
To whose voice are you listening? To Moses;
i.e. the law, with its threatenings and lightnings,
its demands and its condemnation, “the ministra-
tion of death” (2 Cor. 1ii. 7) ? or is it the thought
of recovery that occupies you? Oh, then, you
have not believed the truth, that the trial of man
is over, the verdict of guilty returned, and the
sentence pronounced; though, thank God, not
executed. Now listen to His voice: “ My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they
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shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them ouf of my hand.” ’Tis the voice of salvation,
not of condemnation. Tis the voice of the beloved
Son, and-God in His condescending grace has
given you advice, and His advice is, “ Hear Him.”
Oh, may you follow such blessed counsel! May
you, like the desciples in the scene described, see
“ JESUS ONLY.” E. C.
L.

NICODEMUS.
BY NIGHT—AMONG THE RULERS—AT THE GRAVE.

ena ROBABLY all the readers of Salvation of
Pl God are well acquainted with parb i of
Pla3al| the story of Nicodemus, as recorded in
John 1ii, Possibly some may not have travelled
further and learnt parts ii. ili. of his history, as
found in chaps. vil. xix. God does not write bio-
graphies as man does. He has His own wonderful
way of giving us scenes here and there from the
lives of men who have lived in this world for our
instruction, and this is an example of it:
Nicodemus, a man of the Pharisees, a ruler of
the Jews, anxious secretly to see the One whom
he pleased to call “a teacher come from God,”
came to Jesus by night. By night the Lord
unveiled to him the darkness of his own heart,
and showed him that though a master in Israel he
knew nothing of heavenly things, nor even of
Jewish hopes. The last recorded words that fell
from his lips during this conversation are the
unbelieving ones, “ How can these things be?”
- But oh, who can estimate the blessing the Lord’s
answer was to Nicodemus, and has been to
thousands of souls who have lived since then!
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Take one verse, for example, telling of the mission
of the Son of God: “For God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through Him might be saved.” Do you
believe that, reader ? and are you saved ?

But to pass on to chap. vil. There the Lord’s
presence in the temple at the feast of tabernacles
became the occasion of dispute, and finally of
division among the people. Not only so, but the
Pharisees, the chief priests, the rulers, the officers,
were all occupled concerning Him. The people
had said, *“ Do the rulers know indeed that this is
the very Christ?” (v 26.) Not indeed believing
in Him themselves, but anxious for the opinion of
thase in authority. Later the officers gave their
beautiful verdict, “ Never man spake like this
man” (v. 46), and thus called forth the sneers of
the assembled Pharisees, chief priests, and rulers,
“Have any of the rulers . . . believed on Him ?”
(v. 48.) What a solemn moment! There they
sit, those men of note: Pharisees, with their
flowing robes and broad phylacteries; chief
priests in sacerdotal attire; rulers—one is among
them whom we have seen before. Nicodemus
shuns not the light now. He says, “Doth our
law judge any man before it fear him [ah! he
had heard Him, and “they that hear shall live”]
and know what he doeth ?” “He went about
doing good,” and Nicodemus had proved it. Re-
newed sneers and taunts were the only answer
vouchsafed him ; but he had raised his voice on
behalf of the Son of God, and he had confessed
with his mouth the Lord Jesus. (Rom. x. 9.)
, Was it a small thing to do, think you? Would
you confess Him thus among a company of your
compeers, at the club, at the dinner-table, in the
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workshop, at home? Would you face the jeers and
the taunts, not less bitter in Nicodemus’s day than
in ours? The Lord Himself said, “ Whosoever
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He shall
come in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and
of the holy angels.” (Luke ix. 26.)
‘“ Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend
On whom my hopes of heaven depend !

No, when T blush, be this my shame,
That T no more confess His name.”

And now we come to the closing scene. The
Son of man had been lifted up, and He was draw-
ing many around Himself, amongst others Nico-
demus, Could he be absent? The day was
closing, the Light of the world was put out; but
Nicodemnus i3 not in darkness, he has the light of
life in his soul, and he owns his Lord. He brings
a costly offering wherewith to anoint His body,
that body that was given for him; for as yet he
“knew not the Scriptures that IHe must rise
again from the dead.” Well might the rulers say
to him, “ Art thou also of Galilee?” for he has
boldly cast in his lot with the people of God now.

Oh, friends, these three scenes are wonderful !
and yet they are to be seen again and again in the
history of souls in our own day. Nicodemus
came to, believed on, confessed the Son of (od, and
then he consecrated his substance to His service.
Perhaps you will say he came by nighf. Have
you come at all? I ask. You may say he con-
fessed Him in a very half-and-half way; but his
confession caused him to suffer reproach for His
name, I reply. It was only when He was dead
that he buried Hig body, you may object. Now
that Ie is alive in glory, are we living for Him,
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and using our means for His glory? To-day He
is a living, loving Saviour, and He is worthy of
the allegiance of our hearts. If you have come
to Him, be sure that you will never be really
satisfied and happy till you have owned Him
before men, and are consecrating yourself to His
service for the little while Wherein He has said,
“Qccupy till I come.”

“Come unto me.”

“With the mouth confession is made.”

“I count all things loss for Christ Jesus m
Lord.” ) H. L H.

THE APPLE.

ooy KNEW a dear little boy (C. M, L.), eleven
5 ; a4l years of age, who was very desirous of
@20 knowing that he was saved, but could
not understand how he was to receive it: he was
told over and over again the true and simple way,
but did not seem to obtain happiness. One day
a Christian friend went to see the family, enquired
his difficulties, and did his best to put before him
the plain gospel, and concluded with the following
illustration : “Suppose there is an apple on the
mantelpiece, and you long for it very much, but
will not reach forth your ha,nd to take it. I say to
you, ‘ Take it, it is for you ' but you only respond,
“Oh, I wish it were mine ! T wish I could have it;’
yet you will not take it. So it is with salva.tlon

it 18 offered to you as a free gift, why don’t you
accept it ?” The child seemed thoughtful but was
called out of the room just at that juncture, and so
was prevented answering ; but when the gentleman
was departing he rushed up to him, dragging hold
of his hand, danced about with joy, and exclaimed,
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“I’ve got it, Mr. B , 1've got it, oh; how
happy I feel!” And now, through grace, he walks:
in the knowledge and love of Christ.

I trust this may be for the help of those who
are likewise anxious, and that it may induce them
to aceept the inestimable gift of eternal life and
never-ending happiness, which is so freely offered

“ without money and without price.” (Isa. lv. 1.)
J.M. L L.

THE BROAD WAY AND THE NARROW WAY.
Marr, vii, 13, 14.

HIS is a very solemn Scripture, viewed in
§l connection with the truth which it illus-
A ' trates most forcibly. The broad way
leads to destruction. Oh, what an awful word
that is—destruction ! Just to think of a person
spending ‘years upon this beautiful broad way,
and then just as they are nearing the end to find
that his portion for ever is to be destroyed, “ both
soul and body in hell.” God grant that such may
not be the end of any one who reads these lines,
Enquire, reader, whether you are on the broad or
narrow way. You can easily find out. On one of
them you must be. We find that at the entrance
to the broad way there is a wide gate which will
admit you and all your lusts and pleasures; and
not only so, but you have entered following the
“ multitude to do evil,” “ for many go in thereat ;”
and when you are on the way you have plenty of
company—the ungodly, the sinner, the scornful
(Psalm 1) are there. And Satan, the god of this
world, has been busy there, and decorated it with
all that pleases the lust of the eyes, the lust of
the flesh, and the pride of life; and everything
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goes pleasantly and happily, and the end 1is
reached before the soul is aware of it. Oh, sinner,
stop! Why will ye die? Why will ye be lost
and damned for ever, shut up to spend eternity
with the devil and his angels ¢ There is time yet
for you to retrace thy steps, and find out the strait
cate which leads into the narrow way, which ends
in life—1life beyond death, life in the presence of
God and the Lamb for ever, God grant that you
may find it. You must look for a strait gate; and,
sorrowful to say, you will not find many people
about, for you must enter in singlehanded. Christ
is the door, and by Him if any man enter in he
shall be soved. And then the pathway is narrow,
no room to turn to the right hand or the left; and
there are no attractions on the way. The attrac-
tion is at the end, even the Saviour, who sheds a
bright light on the path, beckoning us forward to
Himself. And He has also sent His Holy Spirit
to conduct those who are on the narrow way, and
not to leave them until He present them to their
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Reader, bear with me while I again ask you,

Where are you going ?

To destruction or to life ?

To hell or to heaven ?

To the devil or the Saviour ?

To darkness or glory ?
To weeping and wailing or to sing songs of praise ?
To the worm that never dies or to fulness of joy ?
To the lake that burneth )
with fire and brimstone

WnicH ? WHicH ? Whnich ?
You must answer!

ANSWER Now! Wiy Not?
T. R. W.

or to pleasure evermore ?

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

THE SALVATION OF GOD.

“«NONE! NO, NOT ONE!”

=T happened that, in the summer of 1881,
24| some special gospel meetings were bemg
a=ay held in a little village in Lincolnshire.
Shortly before the hour announced for one of these
meetings I went all round the village inviting the
people to the preaching. In one cottage three or
four women sat talking together, and when I had
told my errand, one of them exclaimed, “I1’m glad
you've come to preach in this village, sir.”
- “Indeed! why so?” °

“Because there are very few good people in
this place, sir; and they need it, I can assure you.”

“So far as that is concerned,” I replied, “ though
a perfect stranger in the place, I can tell you exactly
how many good people there are in the village.”

The woman looked at me with a sort of sarcastic
smile on her face, and said, “ Well, 1’ve been here
most of my life, and it isn’t many that I can count.”

“But 1 have the very best authority for what I
say, even the word of God ; and God says, ‘ There
is none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Rom. iii, 12.)
How many good people are there ? NONE! None ?
NO NOT ONET

I ask you, beloved reader, Have you ever yet
discovered that instead of being good you are
bad, utterly bad; and that instead of having any
goodness to present to God, you have nothing but
badness ! Have you learnt, like one of old, “that

Vol. VI. No. 69.]
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in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing” 7 (Rom. vii. 18.)

When once a man measures himself according
to the holy requirements of a sin-hating God, he
learns what a helpless, ruined, guilty sinner he is.
He discovers that he is hopelessly bad, that
nothing good can come from him, for there is
nothing good to be found » him.

“That is just my trouble,” I think I hear you say.
“1 always thought that I had to be good, and do
good, before I could get to heaven; but the better
I try to be the worse I seem to get; and as for
this heart of mine, instead of being able to im-
prove it, it appears to be worse than ever; why
it seems to be the depository of everything that
is bad and sinful 1”

And so it is. And clearly, if there is nothing
good in our hearts, we can get nothing good out
of them. But “out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies.” What a dark cata-
logue! “These are the things which defile a
man,” (Matt. xv. 19, 20.)

“ Ah, how true!” I hear you say. “That’s me;
that’s my heart. Why if it was a photograph it
could not describe me more accurately. ‘The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked” No good thing in it. But what is to be
done ?” ﬂ

Why, thank God, my friend, if your goodness
cannot give you a title to enfer into heaven, your
badness need not keep you out. But do not imagine
for a moment that God can admit your sins and
badness into heaven. No, no. Though the portals
of that glorious celestial city are flung open to
admit and welcome the vilest sinner, yet “there
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shall in no wise enter into it anything that
defileth.” (Rev. xxi. 27.)

Look at the dying thief. Was there much
goodness about him? Why he was too bad for
this wicked world. He had come to the end of a
misspent life. He was reaping, at the hands of
men, the due reward of his deeds. But there, on
the brink of eternity, he meets the Savicur face
to face. He hears his dying cry, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He beholds
the soldier pierce Him with a spear, he sees the
crimson blood flowing from His side, and without
one good work of his own he passes straight from
the malefactor’s cross into the paradise of God.
How vast the change.

Yes, beloved reader, he had learnt that the
precious blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.
(1 John i. 7.)

“The d thief rejoiced fo see
Tha?é%ﬂonr thls day, J

And by His blood, though vﬂe as he,
My sins are washed away.”’

What was needed by the dying thief is also
needed by you. What was sufficient for him is
also sufficient for you.

Say, my friend, have you yet proved the cleansing
power of this precious blood of Christ? Can you
say, “ My sins are washed away " ?

Let not Satan, by any arguments, however
plausible, keep you away from Christ another
hour. Do not listen to that fatal soul-destroying
delusion, that you must make yourself better
before you come. Come as you are, with all your
badness, wretchedness, and sinfulness.

“Tf you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all,”
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Remember that God's own word says, “The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin.” Yes, ALL SIN. And be sore of this,
that if God says all, He means all, A H.B.

“BE NOT DECEIVED.”

e HAT a solemn fact it is, that in these days
ERVA2Y of so much gospel preaching, and in the
obidésd midst of so much boasted progress, souls—
a,la,sf thousands, and tens of thousands—are being
deceived ! Deceived for time: ; decelved for
ETERNITY. Yes, dear reader, perhaps you may
be one thus blmdly rushmg on with nothing
but death and judgment before you, and soon
to meet an insulted and offended God, when
there will be no Daysman to come between to
put His hand on both. No Mediator, no mercy-
seat, no one in the whole universe, to shelter, to
screen, to protect you; but you will stand naked
and undone, and exposed to the fearful avalanche
of divine wrath, to be driven speechless outside
into outer darkness, where for ever and for ever
and for ever there will be weeping and wailing
and gnashing of teeth,” Perhaps my reader may
say, “I THINE I am all right; I HoPE I am; T wisk
to be s0.” Butb thinking, hoping, and wzshm will
be of no avail before the great white throne In
that awful moment millions of souls, who thought,
hoped, and wished, in their brief span of existence
here, will be undecewed their eyes will then be
opene_d, and if they have one word to say, it will
be to themselves—“ How have I hated instruction,
and my heart despised reproof.” Yes, my reader,
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if you have not come to Jesus you are being fatally
deceived—deceived by Satan, deceived by the
world, and, worst of all, deceived by yourself; for
“the heart #3 deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked.” And now I affectionately ask
you, Can you leave your imperishable interests—
the interests of your never-dying soul—for another
moment, or to a death-bed? A death-bed you
may never have; for you may be snatched away
suddenly without a single warning, and as the
tree falls so it must lie. Neither can you reckon
upon a day, an hour, or a moment of life, and yet
you are occupied and pleased with a few bubbles
of this world, which burst as you grasp them, and
you are neglecting, despising, and refusing those
eternal realities because you believe the lie of
Satan, who substitutes shadow for substance, dark-
ness for light, bitter for sweet, death for life, and
time for eternity ; and you are deceived as to the
character of the world and its pleasures by which
you are engrossed. I repeat the words: “ Be not
deceived.” And mark what follows: “God is not
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.”

Oh, my reader, do you know that you are
mocking God? Do you know that you are sowing,
and that there is a fearful reaping-time at hand ?
that you will reap with interest ? that for a paltry
moment of sinful pleasure you will reap an
eternity of woe and misery? May God the Holy
Ghost open your eyes, that you may be no longer
deceived, but that you may see the Light of Life,
and that you may come to Him and have life ; for
“he that hath the Son hath life ; and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life.” Have YOU the
Son of God ? H. W. 8.
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“ARE YOU READY?”

e ar AT was it that caused such sudden con-
74Vi Vel Sternation in the midst of a scene but a
@gshd few moments ago so apparently gay and
joyous? What could it be that filled each face
with looks of awe and ferror? A moment or two
back and all in that room were full of merriment,
little thinking— oh, how little '—that before an hour
passed one of their party would be in eternity !
Eternity ! Does that word send a thrill of horror
through you, my reader? Is it to you like the
sound of a death-knell? Does it speak to you of
an endless future, of chaos and darkness with no
hope? or is it sweet to you as speaking of a
brilliant and glorious future of endless ages, to
sing for ever the praises of that Saviour whose
love was “ stronger than death,” whose love “ many
waters could not quench”? The company had
a short while ago gathered in the large drawing-
room of & house in the town of D——, intending
to spend a few hours in amusement and dancing.
Presently one of the party, wishing to rest for a
moment, retired to the cool shade of the window,
where, seated on the inside ledge, he remained for
a while watching the gay scene, till, suddenly
leaning back, he made the awful discovery that
the blind, which was drawn down, hid from view
- the open window. DBut it was too late; he had lost
his balance, and but a few moments passed when
he was lifted from the ground, many feet below,
‘a lifeless form, Was it then any wonder that
each face was awe-struck, that all in that room
were filled with consternation as they saw one
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who had so lately been in the middle of that
bright party thus suddenly cut off? I tell you
this fact, my reader, not to work upon your
feelings, not that you may read it merely as a
passing incident with which to wile away a
few spare moments, but that it may show you
how surely we “know not what a day may bring
forth,” that you may ask yourself in God’s presence
(and oh, be true with yourself!) “Am T ready were
I thus suddenly called ?” Has death lost its sting
for you? I can tell you of one to whom death
had lost all its sting, of one who was “ready!”
It was in the recent war in Egypt that a soldier lay
on the battle-field of Tel-el-Kebir badly wounded,
Around him lay many of his fellow-soldiers,
Presently the doctor came and sought to alleviate
their sufferings, and to try all that human aid
could do to sustain life; and then from that
soldier’s lips came the words which showed that
he had no fear of death, for he was ready
through faith in Him “who died and rose again”
—“Attend to my wounded comrades firgt, for they
are not ready to die, and I am.”

Oh, my reader, has this testimony to victory
over death, through Jesus Christ our Lord,”
borne from a distant battle-field, no word for you 2
Is it with you as it was with that one who was
“ready to die”? Are you ready? or—oh, sad alter-
native—are you one of those who are 10t ready ?
Are you one of those who have still put off coming
to that Saviour who is longing to save you, if only
you will come in simple faith to Him? Ob, seek
not to hide the truth from yourself! for “how
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”
(Heb. ii. 3.) God has given His “only-begotten
Son, that wHOSOEVER believeth in Him should not
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perish, but bave everlasting life.” (John iii. 16.)
The way of salvation is open, and are you still
refusing to answer to that love of God? Oh, go
on no longer “sadly contented in a show of thmgs
but come now to “ Him that is #rue!” Will you
not give joy now to the heart of God by simply
taking Him at His word, and believing on Him,
“who His own self bare our sins in His own body
on the tree ”? (1 Peter ii. 24.) May God give you
to be able to say, “He loved me, and gave Himself

»
for me. % Precious, precious blood of Jesus

Shed on Calvary!
Shed for rebels, shed for sinners,
Shed for me.”

B. M.

DOING MY BEST.

e UCH is the maxim of profeésing Christen-
| dom. But Wha.t is your best? Let God’

Tsa. lxw 6. We get man’s best described in two
ways, and both unfit for Him, for God’s presence—
fOOZ’&S]l?’&@SS and filthiness. 1 know man’s thought
is different, and that he hag for the last elghteen
hundred years been trying to prove, to himself as
well as to others, that he is very wise and clever,
and God gives him credit for finding out many
inventions. Buft will they stand the light of God’s
word ¢ Will they prove any blessing to him ¢
They may do for this' world, but they will not do
for God and eternity, Death, judgment, and
eternity are before thee, poor sinner; “because
there is wrath, beware lest He take thee away

with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot
deliver thee,” (Job xxxvi. 18.,)
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You may pass through this scene, having the
applause of this world ; but, dear friend, you will
soon have to do with God, and, with all your
boasted wisdom, have you provided anything that
will pass the judgment of God? You may be
educating and refining yourself in the highest
schools of this world, but they will be of mno
avail for eternity; “for the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God.” If any one will be wise,
let him become a fool, that he may be wise. Few
are willing to become fools, but better be a fool
now, than to be made a fool for ever when you
stand in God’s presence. I know it is very
humbling to be nothing, and to have nothing;
but how awfully humbhng to go into God’s
presence to learn that your path has been one of
folly. Now let me ask you what your wisdom
has done for you? Come to the solemn, searching
word of God, where He hath made Himself
known manifestly unto the sons of men in the
things that are seen, so that He could not be mis-
understood. Did man receive the lesson from
Him? Let God's word speak for itself. “ When
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools.” (Rom. i. 21, 22)) “There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after
(God.” (Rom, 1ii. 11.) “The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him.” (1 Cor, ii. 14) But God
is seeking you, and knows well your condition, and
desires you to receive the word at His mouth,
and thou shalt be saved. )

But not only is your path one of folly, but you
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are unfit for His presence, and all that you have
done or can do is bub filthy rags in His sight.

But you say you have lived a good life ; you have
been religious all your life; you are not a heathen;

you have been christened. A, friend, do you not
know that many are down in hell to-day who have
done all this! It is a great delusion to suppose
that people are made Christians either by their own
doings or any one’s else, and this arises by looking
into man's mirror instead of God's: by looking into
God’s mirror you will find how filthy you are, and
how unfit for God’s presence. Oh, what a ﬁlbhy,
tattered covering you have! You Wil very soon
find that the bed you are making for yourself is
too short for you to stretch yourself upon it, and
the covering too narrow for you to wrap yourself
into it it is only in Christ that a poor sinner has
full room to rest, and in Christ he is securely
sheltered ; you cannot sew your rags together to
make a covering. Man has long been at this
trade; he began at Eden, but has ever failed to
produce that which is either clean or whole. Look
at that poor prodigal that began to be in want;
what a welcome he got! Sinner, are you in
want? Then arise, and come to the Father;
He hath the best robe wailting you, rings and
shoes. Will you put them on? God gives His
best for poor sinners. Now just compare your
best with this, and see if this will not swit you
better. Yes, dear soul, this is a complete fit for you;
just what you need. Then why go in your rags
and in the folly of your heart, when God has
provided a covering and a home for you? Will
you not come ? the supper is ready. I know you
are perishing with hunger. Come, poor sinner, and
taste the sweetness of the fatted calf: it is not the
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poor and the lame ome, but the fatted calf, Dear
sinner, hear the joy and the song of that home
beside the foolishness and filthiness of this world :
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”
(John ifi, 36.) W. W,

A COMMON LODGING-HOUSE.

SIHE nightly resort of what is often termed
b vas the outcasts of society-—the poor begging

=il wayfarer, bearing the marks of a bygone
respectab1hty, with others expressing in soul
and body the fruits of a past and present life of
open sin—the song of the drunkard, with the foul
language of the blasphemer and the unclean, too
often fills the atmosphere of this nightly home of
common sinners. But where is the AOME withoui
SIN? On earth it cannot be found. And where
is the HEART without sIN? Who can find it ? Man
cannot, and all Scripture declares such cannot be
found ; “ for ALL have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.”

Then what is man’s heart but the “common
LODGING-HOUSE” of sIN? Let the word of God
prove this to you, my reader.

“And God sow that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
(Gen. vi. 5.)

“ The heart 1s deceitful above all things, and des-
perately wicked : who can know <t ?” (Jer. xvii. 9.)

“ For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur-
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses,
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blasphemies : these are the things which . defile &
man.” (Matt. xv. 19, 20.)
~ What a home of unclean tenants ! and you pos-
sess them as the present occupiers of your defiled
heart! Perhaps you check their outflow, not as &
hater of sin, but as a lover of outward respect-
ability, covering all outwardly with a “ form of god-
liness,” while all within “deny the power thereof.”
The “god of this world ” (Satan) is the author
of this religion, which to-day is spreading so fast.
Has the reader accepted it—outward form without
wmward reality ¢ Oh, think of its author, the
enemy of God and of Christ! Think of his doom,
the blackness of darkness for ever!
~ To-day he wants to rob Christ of being glorified
in your salvation, and now, as ever, he would keep
your eyes closed against it. For this purpose he
stands at the door of your deceived heart, covering
this unlcean mass within with a “form of godliness.”
. Such a shelter from “coming wrath” is a refuge of
lies. Only Jesus can deliver from such, in virtue
of His precious blood once shed, “which cleanseth
Jrom all sin” He now speaks in His Spirit's
power by His word to the hearts of sinners, reveal-
ing the reality of siN and SINS, the roof -and frudt of
LOST hell-bound sowls. Oh, what a picture! Look
within, dear reader, and get a sight of it. Gaze
into this bottomless pit of iniquity within you, and
see if “Satan’s religion ”’—form without power—
will break this “sixfold cord of sin.” No, never!
Then why cling to a lifeless, powerless profession ?
SO DESPERATELY WICKED IS YOUR HEART AND
MINE THAT WE COULD SHARE IN MURDERING THE
“AUTHOR OF LIFE’—SENT HIM BACK TO GOD WITH
His FACE MARRED, HIS BODY BRUISED, AND- His
LOVING HEART OPENED WITH THE “GENTILE SPEAR.”
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WHAT A SIGHET! MAN’S CROWNING SIN, THE SCENE
OF GOD’S WONDROUS LOVE AND INFINITE POWER !
HALLELUJAH | THAT SAME JESUS NOW ADORNS YON
THRONE ON HIGH.

“Who was made sin for us, who knew no sin.”
(2 Cor. v. 21.)

“Who His own self bare our sins in His own
body on the tree.” (1 Peter il 24.)

Look now outside of your wretched heart, and
by faith see in Him the question of sin and sins
settled “once for all.”

Look up, and by faith know Him as the Lamb
slain, God’s gift for You, Receive Him as such,
and the binding fetters of sin will break. And
sin cannot reign where Christ reigns; for the
moment a sinner yields all to Christ, He enters,
not as a lodger for a night, but as “JESUS EMMAN-
UEL "—“A SAVIOUR-GOD WITH US8.” “The same
yesterday, to-dey, and jfor ever” AN ABIDING,
ETERNAL LOVER.

Reader, will you trust Him, and know the truth
~of this Scripture: “If any man be in Christ, he s
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new” ? (2 Cor. v. 17.)

It is not your old heart made better, but resur-
rection life in Christ implanted within your soul.,
Where sin reigned, and brought forth fruit unto
death, Christ now has a place; and grace abound-
ing through Him, gives victory over sin, bringing
forth fruit to His praise.

Then, reader, mark the eternal issue. A soul
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, finds
its present home in the atmosphere of His presence,
and at His coming, with a body redeemed also,
will enter in with Him where sin cannot enter, to
share for ever all His rest, joy, and glory.

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

142 THE SALVATION OF GOD.

Mark the contrast: “But the fearful, and un-
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and, sorcerers, and tdolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone : which 18 the second death.”
(Rev. xxi. 8))

What society, in such a home, not for a passing
night, but for a night that knows no morning, where
the deceived professor, from the lap of ease and
luxury down to the lowest slums of sin, will have
their portion, in this eternal home ; where “ WRATH
TO COME,” “WRATH TO COME,” “WRATH TO COME,”
shall be the only hope of each hopeless soul !

« For the smoke of their torment ascendeth up jfor
ever and ever.” (Rev. xiv. 11.)

Dear friend, look ahead at the prospect, and
now make choice. Jesus has said, “A4ll they that
hate ME love death.” (Prov. viii. 36.) And He is
the gift of God, for which you have nothing to
pay. Accept Him by faith, and be saved. Reject
Him, and your decision proves your hatred, reveals
your choice—a lover of death—and thus seals your
eternal doom ! P. D. O.

SINS FORGIVEN,

Paceos FAIL to see in what respect you are
Y44 3 better off than I am,” said to me, at the
(02ell| clogse of a service, @ man who had lis-

tened attentively, but who fra,nkly owned that he

was not a child of God.

In this service I had thankfully stated my con-
sciousness of forgiveness, but also of indwelling
sin, and the need therefore, if that sins were allowed
to express itself, of the Father's forgiveness.
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“You tell us,” said he, “that though you are a
Christian, and have the forgiveness of sin, yet,
because you have sin dwelling in you, you must
get forgiveness for sins committed still. Now L
am not a true Christian, and sin dwells in me, and
I must get forgiveness too; what is the difference
between us ?”

“ An immense difference,” said 1.

Of course, we had in common a heart deceitful
and wicked. The flesh too, in which there dwells
no good thing, and the Christian, so long as he is
in the body, will prove the reality of this; but
otherwise the difference between the Christian and
the unconverted person is beyond all description.

However, I thought that an illustration might
enable him to distinguish a little wherein we
differed.

“ Have you any children ?” T asked.

He replied that he had.

“ Supposing that your child should accidentally
break a pane of glass, would you not make him
ask your forgiveness ?”

“ Certainly.”

“ But supposing that an enemy, if such you
have, should malevolently throw a stone at your
window and break a pane of glass, would not his
actual offence be the same as that of your child 2”

“ Ah, but the motive is different! The offence
was in fact the same; but that of the child
sprang from accident, that of the enemy from
malice. A most important distinction.”

When God forgives, He also produces a hatred
of that which He has forgiven—a hatred of sin;
nay, a new nature, that finds its delight in Him.
But this new nature co-exists with the old, caus-
ing the conflict detailed in Rom, vii.; and these
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two natures are in the Christian mutually an-
tagonistic so long as he is on earth. True, he has
also the Spirit of God for power against evil, but
not to eradicate it.

Now it is this that constitutes the enormous
difference between the converted and the uncon-
verted. Having the oil made all the difference
betweéen the wise and foolish virgins.

And what does having the new nature and the
Holy Ghost imply? Not the absence of sin, but
the eternal forgiveness of all sins—hatred of sin,
and the love of God.

Then can sin be committed by one in whom the
Holy Ghost dwells ? Ala,s? through independence
of God, it can.

But then is eternal forgweness lost? Nay; how
could it be eternal if so?

Well, may sin be committed freely, seeing that
forgiveness is eternal? God forbid. But in the
event of sin on the part of the Christian, there
must be the confession of it to the Father, through
the advocacy of Christ, for restoration to the dear
and tender communion which had, alas! been
broken.

Bternal forgiveness stands for ever; that of the
Father, or governmental forgiveness, is for a child
of God on confession of his sin. An unconverted
man sing with a high hand, daring God to His
face, and, poor soul, he will see his fo]ly one day ;
the Christian, standing on the ground of eternal
forgiveness, and in the precious relation of a child
of God, hates the sin that dwells within him, and
on the commission of it, which must be a,cmdental
not intentional, he tells out all to His God and
Father, just because he is His child and loves
Him. J. W. S,

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

'THE SALVATION OF GOD.

-« THINK I'LL TRUST NO MORE TO
FEELINGS.”

SAHREE miles’ walk over the pathless hills
of W brought me to a house in
pZesrll which 1 was to preach. On entering I
found that, being without my watch, I had arrived
a good deal too ea,rly the house was in confusion;
the inmates, one and al], were hard at work getting
it ready for the meeting. Not wishing fo in-
terrnpt them, 1 went out again to wait for the
proper hour, and looked to the Lord to show me
how to use the interval for Him, *

Not far off I noticed a mean structure, which
but for the blue peat-smoke which issued
from a hole in the roof I should scarcely have
taken to be a human habitation. My knock at
the little door was answered by an aged widow,
whom. I perceived to be blind. Having invited
me to sit down, she at omce and spontaneously
began—*Oh, sir, I’ve been praying for many
years for agsurance of salvation, and I cannot get
it. I do not know what to do. 1’ve been pray-
ing the Lord all this time to send one of His
servants here to explain it to me. Being blind, I
cannot read for myself, and our minister has only
visited me once in three years; but when I heard
you were coming, I told my da,ughter to be sure
and send you in to see me.”

Vol, VI. No. 70.]
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With gratitude to the Lord I confidently
replied, “It was not your daughter that sent
me to see you; I mnever heard of you; it
was the Lord. DBut how is it you have not
assurance ?”

“Well, sir, I don’t know; but I thought you
could tell me. I don’t think I feel as I ought to
feel. I don’t feel as much love to the Lord as T
ought.” |

“Nor do I,” T replied.

“And yet,” she added timidly, «“I think I do
feel one of the fruits of the Spirit; I do love the
children of God.”

Though it quite pained me to do if, I felt I
must at once deprive this dear anxious soul of
this her only prop, in order to replace it by that
foundation which neither winds nor waves can
shalke.

“The Lord,” I replied, “never says, ‘By your
fruits ye shall know yousrselves;’ but, By their
fruits ye shall know ¢hem,’ that is, others; and I
am afraid, if your love to the Lord’s people is
what you are looking to for assurance, it would
only make you self-righteous and se/f-satisfied if
you had enough love to them.”

“ Perhaps 1t would,” she said ; and her counte-
nance, already sad, became the picture of despair
as she exclaimed, |

- «Well, what am I to do, then ?2”

“What would you say,” I replied, «if the Lord
were to ask you the same question which he
addressed to the blind man in John ix.: ‘Dost
thou believe on the Son of God?’”

'With intense earnestness she replied, “ I would
say, ‘Yes, indeed I do;’ I’'m nothing but a
sinner in myself; but I do trust the. Saviour;
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I do trust in His precious blood; I do believe
in Him.”

“Well, then, listen to what He says, ‘Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth in me
hath everlasting life’ Do you think He is de-
ceiving you when He says that ?”

“And is that @/l ?” she exclaimed in rapture;
“and is that really all? Just to believe His
word ¢”

“And is not His word enough? Is it not
worthy to be believed ?”

“Yes, of course it is,” she said. “ But is that
-really all? And is there nothing to feel first?”
Tears of gratitude streamed down the aged face,
now radiant with a new-found joy, as she ex-
claimed, “ Then at last He has answered all my
years of prayer. I’m eighty-three years old,
and I uever had peace till now. Oh, praise
the Lord! praise the Lord!” And then, as if
clearing out some useless, worn-out lumber
which had long been an encumbrance, to make
room for something infinitely better, she added,
half indignantly, I think I'll trust no more to
Jeelings 1™ |

After some further conversation and united
praise to the Lord for His goodness, I left dear
old Laura J enjoying perfect “peace in
believing.”

Doubting believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, if
His blood is all you need for your sins, is not His
word all you need to assure you? *“Peace in
feel'ing” is not what He offers, but “peace in be-
lieving.” You will feel happy when you have got
assurance by simply believing what He says, as
old Laura did; but you will never get assurance
by trying to feel happy. W. H, K.
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“NOT OF WORKS.”

e HE never regdined her consciousness,”
e Yl wag the answer we received on enquiring

5P about the death of a young woman we
had known.

For days she had lain in this state. The
clergyman prayed at her bedside; but she heard
him not, and so she died.

“Such a good, respectable life she has lived,”
was the only thing her relatives could say of her.
And from the window we saw her coffin, covered
with flowers, being carried to the grave. Men
like to cover up the degradation and corruption of
death with the sweet but fading flowers of this
life, and to forget that death is not the end,
“ After death the judgment.”

A good and respectable life will seem but as
“filthy rags” to you (Isaiah lxiv. 6) when you
stand before Him who sits on the great white
throne, even as Adam felt his apron of fig leaves
of no avail in the presence of God. But you
need not meet God as a judge in that day if you
meet the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour now,
He came into the world to save sinners; and if,
instead of valuing your own good works, you will
take the place of being a sinner, you will find a
Saviour whose precious blood has washed away
your sins, and made you fit to stand in God’s
presence without a quiver of fear. You will find
“fulness of joy” there (Psalm xvi. 11), instead of
judgment on the sinner who stands on his own
merits. (Rev. xx. 12.)

On the same day that this young woman died
another soul passed into eternity, one who would
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lead no “respectable life” as his hope of entrance
into heaven. But as he lay dying, and the thought
of his sins was ever before him, the gospel was
presented very simply to him by one and another,
and he learnt that “the blood of Jesus Christ
cleangeth us from all sin,” that the Lord Jesus
Christ had borne the pumshment of his sins, and
that-His death had made the poor sinner meet to
be with Him for ever. Life was ebbing fast; but
during his last moments he opened his eyes, looked
up, and said, “Is it all right, Lord ? Yes, it 1s all
right,” and soon after he was gone.

Reader, on whose merit and on account of whose
work will you stand before God? Your own or

Christ’'s ? L. C. W,

TWO FACTS AND THE CONSEQUENCE.

% These things are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Ohnat the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through His name.”—J0EN xx. 31.

P L two facts (and blessed facts they are)
e84 spoken of in this verse, are that Jesus is
peasiil the Christ, and also the Son of God ; and
the consequence is, “ that believing ye might have
life through His name.”

“These things "—that is, the whole of this pre-
cious gospel of John—are written that people
might believe these two facts, with the subsequent
assurance, that where there is faith there is also
“life through His name.”

Twenty chapters occupied in demonstrating the
personal glory of Jesus! And yet how many
more might have been written on the same all-
engaging theme !
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Now why is it necessary that these two facts
should be established? Because, first, if Jesus
were not the Christ, the Anointed, then the nation
of Israel would not have been responsible for
accepting Him, and, further, His rejection at their
hands would have been justifiable; and, second,
had He not been the Son of God, His death on the
cross would have been without any saving value,
and unbelievers everywhere would not be guilty
for their refusal of it. DBut their rejection of the
Messiah has brought on Israel “wrath to the
uttermost;;” and their refusal of the death of the
Son of God involves unbelievers in the doom of
“everlasting punishment.”

But, on the other hand, how blessed it is to

know that the Christ, the Son of God, in all His
eternal glory, is the lowly Jesus who came to
“gsave His people from their sing.”
- 'What infinite value must attach to the death of
that Saviour, who is the Christ, the Son of God!
No wonder that “life through His name” should
be the portion of all who believe. Who can tell
the extent of the blessing that flows from such a
source ?

And therefore, reader, you will see the need of
establishing these two facts. Their bearing on
your eternal destiny is evident. Do you really
believe them ? Perhaps you may reply that you
never disbelieved them; that you were brought
up in the faith they set forth, and that on this
ground alone you thlnk to claim life. ,

Stay. It is not through believing the facts,
essential as that is, that life is acquired, but
“through His nome” It is not faith in facts, but
in Christ, that saves. ‘ He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life.” J. W.S.
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READY OR NOT READY?

YRIT was her last Sunday on earth. For
& 2 twenty-one years she had lived in this
KoM world, nineteen of which had been years
of suffering, and now she was dying, in a cottage
in a remote village, where during many weary

-months she had lain with a mortal disease, ending

her days in agony.
Listen to her. To a kind neighbour she says,

«Where is father?” and as the old man comes

into the room, with the tears streaming down his
face at the thought of losing his only solace, she
says, slowly and distinetly,

. Father, I'm going to leave you. Don’t fret
for me—I’'m ready—I’m going to heaven—I’m
going to Jesus—I shall be on the look-out for
you. You won't be long behind me. Promise me
you’ll make haste and get ready to come, father.”

A lady sat beside an old woman in a roadside
cottage, reading to her out of the Bible, Thinking
her to be a Christian, she had been speaking to
her of the Lord’s coming to take His own to the
Father’s house; but perceiving that she looked
unhappy, she asked, “ Would you not be glad to
see Him ?”

To her sorrow came the answer, “ No; I'm not
ready. I can’t say I’m ready; somethmg tells
me I’m not saved.”

Dear reader, mark well the contrast between
these two. The first was young, but ready for
the Lord's coming or death at any moment, and

had not deferred preparation for heaven till a

death-bed. The second was aged, but not ready
for either. Are yow? The Lord may come for

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

152 THE SALVATION OF GQD.

His own as you read these lines.- He may come
to-day, or death may lay his iron grasp on you
before ever you are aware. ““Prepare to meet thy
God.”

What caused this contrast? Omne had taken
God at His word, the other had not. God has
said, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” (Acts xvi. 31.) And, as was said
of the dying girl, “when once she knew she was
saved, she did not want to see anyone who was
not heavenly-minded.” How could she know she
was saved ? The aged woman said, “ Something
tells me I'm nof saved.” You may know far
more certainly than that whether you are saved;
even as Paul writes to “us which are saved.”
(1 Cor. 1. 18.) God’s word, which by the gospel
is preached unto us, is to be relied on (but frames
and feelings are not), and it says, “ If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shall be saved.” (Rom. x. 9.)
Believe this, dear reader, and you too may boldly
say, “1’ m ready, I’'m going to heaven, I'm going
to Jesus.” H L H.

DARKNESS AND LIGHT.

g OU will go to hell friend, if you con-

A jl tinue as you are.’

Weemd  “So much the better! I shall have
'bhe company I like there, so here goes. A short
life and a merry one. If you tell us anything,
let it ‘be fresh, not this stale cant.”

These last words were spoken by a young man
seeking rest in all sorts of ways: in vain show,
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amusements, drinking, gambling, lcentiousness,
and even at the same time in religious emotion
as & chorister, but finding none. He believed
in a God, but a God whom he was thoroughly
ignorant of ; for he judged of Him by himself,
as most men by mnature do, though in different
ways. He believed in a hell also, and his con-
science told him he was only fit for it; for he
had no joy in God or His things. Then how
could he joy in His presence, where light is
only known and dwells? And Ze¢ was wreiched,
vexed in his soul; for there is no rest to the
wicked, as the Scripture says ; also “hateful, and
hating others,” and especially those who possessed
what he did not, “ Peace with God through the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

The warning was given to him by a Christian,
not moved by pity or compassion to speak to him
of the Father’s heart, and how glad He would be
to receive the poor wanderer back, but moved
with anger and disgust at the young man’s evil
ways and dislike of all God’s things. DBut the
God who knows that “fools because of their
transgressions are afflicted ; and that when ey
draw near wnio the gates of death, then they cry
unto the Lord in their trouble, and HE saveth
them oUT of their distresses. He sends his words,
and heals them, delivering them jfrom DESTRUC-
TION ; so that they might praise Him for His
goodness, and His wonderful works to the children
.of men.” (Ps. cvii, 17-21.) He saw the crying need
of this miserable fellow, read his inmost desire, and
knew how to satisfy it; not by telling him of his
sin, but by breaking his heart in letting him know
that “grace HAD abounded over sin;” for sin had
abounded much, but grace superabounded.
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It came about in this way: Meeting a young
man whom he had known some time ago as a
nice man of the world, he received an invitation
to take tea with him, and did so gladly, not know-
ing what the result would be. After he had been
with him a short time, and enquiries had passed as
to the past, his friend said, “And now I must ask
you one question, George: What do vou think
of Christ?” his reply to this being, “If I had
known you were going to speak about this, I
wouldn't have come to see you; I hate the very
thought of these things, Why can’t you fellows
leave one in peace ?”

“ Ah, George, YOU have No PrACE, I can see, or
else you would not make manifest the unrest of
your heart in this way, in kicking against the only
One who can give rest; but I venture to say I
can tell you something you do not know, and that
is, that- the One whom you try to forget, and not
think about, is the very ONE who HAs thought,
and DOES think, oF vyou. He thought of you ai
the cross, and loved you there. He thinks of
you IN THE GLORY OF (0D Now, and loves you
‘there. Can you then be so wungrateful, so
hardened, as to hate HiM who loved you and
gave Himself for you ? Just think of Him again ;
and now I ask you after this, “What do voUu
think of Christ ?"”

‘“Well, I never thought of Him in this way; I
always thought I had to give up everything and
come to Him. I 'would do anything to know that
He loved me thus. How can it be, and HOW can
you tell?” .

His friend, asking him if he would be satisfied
if shown from His word, and upon receiving
“Yes,” read the following verses: “ No MAN hath -
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ascended UP TO heaven, but He that CAME DOWN
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in
heaven, And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life.” (John iii, 13-15.)

How effectual is God’s word when it comes as
the hammer to break down the stronghold of
human thoughts and plough up the hard heart!
And so it proved in this instance; for now this
young man had been brought face to face with the
Son of God; he saw how dark his heart and
understanding were, firstly, and, brightest and
best of all ‘God’s ways, learned the spring of His
heart of love, in sending His only Son into such a
wretched scene as this. And how powerful and
mighty must He have been who “came down
from heaven” in perfect concord with the Father,
to be lifted up In this same earth for sin, and to
make a sacrifice for sin! A mighty Saviour! And
so he proved Him to be; for He saves altogether,
and for ever.

And now, friend, T speak to you. It is a day
when all are comparing themselves among them-
selves and by themselves; but Paul says such
are not wise; and so if you do this, you cannot
be made “wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus.,” But if you will see yourself as
God sees you—you must have His thoughts about
His Son—all will be right; for darkness will have
passed away, and the glorious light of the gospel
of THE Christ shining in upon you, you will re-
ceive forgiveness of sing, and an inheritance
among them who are sanctified by faith in the

Son of God. May He grant it to you!
C. J. K
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OVER THE BRINK.

o2 OME years ago an incident occurred at an
ey nglish seaport, which made a lasting
sl impression on the writer's mind.

A young couple not long married were standing
upon the pier, the husband engaged in conver-
sation with a third party. During the conversation
he gradually, but unconsciously, backed towards
the edge of the pier until his wife, alarmed at his
dangerous position, put forth her hand to draw
him into a place of safety; whereupon, resenting
the act (presumably because it seemed to 1mp1
that he was unable to take care of himself), he
jerked himself free, and, instantly losing his
balance, fell into the waters beneath, where he
was drowned.

Beloved fellow-traveller to eternity, has this
sad and awful occurrence no voice for thee ? Art
thou a child of God by faith in Christ Jesus ? If
not, how dreadful is thy danger; for the wrath of
God “abides on thee, and at thy feet yawns the
gulf of hell !

That thy mind is easy upon this question—that
- thou art self-complacent, self-confident, instead of
making thy situation less dangerous———is itself the
chief source of danger. Thou hast to do with a
holy sin-hating God, whose word tells thee that
thou art beyond question a sinner; for “all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
It further declares that, from the character of
His being what He 15, He can by no means clear
the guilty; that the wages of sin is death, and
that in accordance with this just estimate of sin
He has appointed a day wherein He will judge
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the world in righteousness by that man (the risen
and exalted Lord Jesus Christ now in heaven)
whom He hath ordained. An arrest of thy soul
for this judgment may be made at any moment
by death, or the Lord may come while the breath
ig still in thy nostrils. If thou passest on in thy
sins to judgment, thy terrible doom is certain and
everlasting.

But, blessed be the God of all grace, help has
been laid upon One that is mighty. The arm of
redeeming love is extended towards thee that
thou mayest be saved. Who shall tell what it
cost the precious Saviour ere He could stretch
forth that loving hand ? See Him in dark Gethse-
mane’s awful hour, The rugged pathway of re-
jection of sorrow, suffering, shame, and death—.
from the stable birthplace to the borrowed grave
—is well-nigh ended, and “the cup of” (divine)
“ wrath for sin overflowing” is before Him, and the
prospect bows His holy soul with deep unutter-
able anguish, while the bloody sweat suffuses that
wondrous face as He prays: “Father, if it be
possible let this cup pass from me; nevertheless
not my will, but thine, be done.” And then, when
that dread prospect is realized, hear the awful cry
from amid the darkness that in daytime shut in
that perfect sufferer—the Son of God, when on
Calvary’s cross He bore sin’s heavy load: “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?”
Then later the victor shout, “ It is finished !”

The young man, of whom mention was made in
the beginning of this appeal, spurned the aid love
offered, and he perished. The love underwent no
change, but he passed from the sphere within
which it could operate. Can you spurn the match-
less redeeining love of the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
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though He was rich, yet for our sakes became
poor, and endured the shame, the death, and the
deeper woes of Calvary that He mig ht thereby
open the way of life and glory to us guilty
rebels ? Do not, I beseech you, thus choose death,
Soon the opportunity will be for ever fled. “ Be-
hold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.” Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. His love shall
know mno change ; but thou, if a rejecter of His
grace, NOw offered to thee without money and
withous price, shalt pass out of the sphere whierein
His blood cleanseth from all unrighteousness, to a
region of woe and despair, where the arm of
omnipotence cannot save thee, and where con-
sequently hope is unknown.

Own then thy danger, thy urgent need; pass
. judgment on thyself as a guilty, lost, undone, help-
less sinner, unable to move hand or foot to save
thyself, and at once trust the Saviour who testi-
fies thus: |

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth Him that sent me, hath
everlastmg life, and shall not come into udgment
but is passed out of death into life.” A, G,

“NO, I'M NOT LIGHT-HEADED; I'M
LIGHT-HEARTED”

Baaddl VISITED a dying brother a few months
* i ago (a man I had known for twenty-five
#2e214 years), a labouring man in a factory. He
spoke so much about Christ, that his sister apolo-
giged for him to another brother who came to see
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him, saying, “ He is light-headed, sir.” The dying
saint heard it, and, turning round, said, “No, I’'m
not light-headed ; I’'m light-hearted !”
Was it not lovely? We sang at the grave, by
his request— .
¢ We are by Christ redeemed.”

I received the above in a letter from an esteemed
friend, and thought how it showed up the poor,
hollow, Christless world on the one hand, and the
reality and blessedness of Christianity on the
other,

Reader, has Christ made you light-hearted ?
Can you join truthfully in that line of the hymn
sung at the grave of the dear man whose words
head this paper?

How many professing Christians, when they
come to a death-bed, find that they have only
believed in a Christ of history, and that their
belief has had no more effect upon their lives
than believing in a Julius Ceesar of history. Is
it so with you who are reading these lines? or do
you believe in a living, loving Saviour at God’s
right hand? “Ah!” said a dying saint to me the
other day, “ I have learned on this death-bed what
I never knew before, that Christ is a real, living
man up in heaven, with whom I can hold sweet
communion all the time,” Is it so with you, dear
reader? Do you know Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, as your own Saviour? Can you say with
the apostle Paul, “I know whom I have believed ”?
Unto all those who believe Him He is precious.

Are all your sins everlastingly forgiven you ?
Is your soul saved ? and are you ready for the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? For
“ Behold, He cometh.” It is the privilege of each
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beloved child of God to answer these questions in
the affirmative; but if you are unable to do so
because you are not a child of God, I entreat you
at once to believe God, who delivered Christ for
our offences, and raised Him again for our justifi-
cation, and you will be at peace with God; you
will know what it is to be in His favour, which is
better than life, and you will rejoice in hope of
the glory of God; and then, though the poor,
Christless, professing world may think and say
you are light-headed, you will be able, to the
glory of God’s grace, to reply, “No, I'm not
light-headed ; I’m light-hearted.” = H., M. H.

“Ir there be nothing between God’s wrath and
the sinner’s guilt, these may be kept apart during
a time of long-suffering ; but every moment they
are mutually drawing nearer, this to that. The
moment of collision will be—-—who can tell how ?2—
terrific ! ”

“Ir the blood of Christ be between the sinner’s
guilt and God’s wrath, these two will approach if,
on this side and on that. The blood meeting on
the one side the wrath, will extingnish it for ever;
the blood meeting on the other side with the
guilt, washes it away, and makes the soul whiter
than snow.”

“To have guilt between our conscience and the
blood of Christ is misery; to have the blood of
Ohr1et between guilt and our conscience is perfect
peace.”
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AN ANXIOUS SOUL RELIEVED.

e b HILST visiting one day in a large town,
7@ YA e where the Lord was saving many souls, i
ea0dfedl happened to meet a young person who for
ﬁve months had been in a state of the deepest
anxiety.

Many had spoken to her about her soul’s diffi-
culties. She had attended meetings to hear the
gospel preached, but still she remained unhappy.
At times it seemed as if her mind would give
way under the severe mental strain. Seeing me
approach the door of her house, she invited me in.
I had just come {rom visiting one who was also in
deep distress about her soul's salvation, and in
the course of our conversation happened to men-
tion this,

“Oh, indeed sir, I can sympathize with anyone
like that ” she observed “for I have been for five
months—since my last illness—in a similar state.
Oh, if T could only know that I am saved it
would be all right !”

“ And so you may be, at once,” I answered;
“for Christ has died and-risen, and God offers
salvation freely to all who believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ. How do you expect to be saved 2”
I asked. “Is it by doing good works, by praying,
or by getting better 2

“No,” she said, “I cannot get better, and my
works would never save me.”

Vol. VI. No. 71.]
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“Then do you believe that God is willing to
save you as you are, in your sins, helpless, vile,
and ungodly ?”

“Yes, I believe He is willing to save me just
as I am;” and she went on to relate how God
had been showing her what she was in His sight.
She had been praised by her acquaintances for her
natural talents, and had been proud of herself in
some respects; but she was now convinced that
in God’s sight she was only a poor, vile sinner,
and that her “best state ” was “altogether vanity,”
(Ps. xxxix. 5.)

“Well,” I said, “if you Anow yourself to be
lost and vile, and that God is willing to save
you while in that condition, what is there to
hinder you believing the gospel, and being
saved 2"

“T don’t know,” she replied; “but I don’t feel
saved, and I should be dreadfully afraid to meet
God.”

“Tell me plainly now,” I continued, “ What do
you think your salvation depends upon ?”

“I believe,” she replied, “that my salvation de-
pends wpon my acceptance of the work of Christ.”

This reply would to many believers have pro-
bably appeared quite sound ; but it struck me the
answer seemed to account for this dear woman's
deep distress.

“Ah,” I said, “no wonder then you have not
peace, such being your idea.”

She seemed astonished, and I continued : “ No,
your salvation does nof depend upon your accept-
ance of the work of Christ, but upon your be-
lieving that GoD HAS ACCEPTED the work of Christ,
as a jull and complete satisfaction for all your
sins from beginning to end.”
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Her expression seemed suddenly to change, as
though a flash of light from above had entered
her soul, and she gazed at me enquiringly, I
continued :

“Supposing you had got into debt, having run
up a large account at a neighbouring shop, and
that you were pressed for a settlement, and were
unable to pay, and that a rich friend of yours
offered to discharge the debt for you; to whom
would he p gr the money, to you, the debtor, or to
the creditor

“To the creditor,” she replied.

“Yes,” I said, ¢ it is the creditor that has to be
satigfied, 18 it not?”

“Certainly.”

“And would not your peace of mind depend
upon whether you believed that the creditor had
accepted the money as a full settlement of your
debt 2”

“Yes,” she answered.

“Now tell me, do you believe that Gop, your
creditor, has accepted the death of Christ as a full
satisfaction for all your sins from beginuning to
end ?”

“1 firmly believe that,” she answered.

“And do you think He will ever cease to be
satisfied therewith ?”

“ Never,” was the reply.

“Then God can never again raise any claim
against you on account of your sins, Christ having
suffered the penalty.”

“Never,” she again answered. “I see it all now

o plainly. I never looked at it in that way
before. 1 have been thinking whether I accepted
Christ properly or not, whether / believed aright,
whether 7 had the right faith, and so on. Some-
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times I thought T might be saved, and then again
I doubted it, and I could not get peace.”

“No wonder,” said I. “A peace that depends
upon the estimate you form of Christ’s work, or
upon your jfeelings about 1, must always be a
wretched one, changing as often as that on which
1t rests ; but God always remembers the blood shed
on Calvary, is always satisfied with it, always has
the One who shed it before Him, and He refuses
ever again o open a question which was eternally
disposed of by the Lord Jesus on the cross.’

“Thank God,” she said, “for making it all so
clear to me! How bhnd I was not to see it
before !

And thus the clouds were riven and the dark-
ness dispelled for this deeply-tried and anxious
one; for “being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord J esus Christ.” (Rom.
v. 1)

What a comfort it is to know that God accepts
the poor sinner who believes in Jesus, in all the
value to Him of His precious blood, and in all
the perfection of His adorable Person !

Believe in Him then at once, my reader, and
trust God when He says, “ When I see the blood,
I will pass over you.” J. C. T

WORKS, OR THE BLOOD.

e e SOUL-DESTROYING delusion is abroad;
g wha on every side are multitudes of people who
Suiiad are trusting for their souls’ salvation to
ordinances, ceremonies, and works of righteousness.
The fearful mistake of the Jews consisted in
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their ignoring Christ when personally in their
midst, while clinging tenaciously to what were
simply His types. The same fatal error is being
repeated in Christendom in the present day.
People are grasping at the shadow and missing
the glorious substance, the Person and work of the
Lord Jesus Christ, presented by the Holy Ghost
come down from heaven to testify of Him. Bap-
fism and the Lord’s Supper are institutions of
divine appointment. They symbolize Christ’s
death, and are most precious in their place; but
neither these nor any other ordinance will ever
prove of the slightest value to the sinner as
regards his soul’s salvation.

Ceremonies and works of righteousness, de-
pended upon for acceptance with God, hide from
the soul that imperishable work at Calvary, a work
which throughout the everlasting ages shall stand
alone, in all its solitary grandeur, a festimony to
men and angels of the matchless love of God the
Father, who predestined from eternity the death of
the Son in time, a death which, while it brought
salvation to lost man, brought also glory to God,
who had been dishonoured by sin, and will fur-
nish the theme for an endless song of praise to be
chanted by the blood-bought throng of worshippers
in the glory that shall be. |

To take refuge in ordinances, &c., as a means of
salvation is to go back to Judaism, and this is a
total rejection of Christ and His work, and a
most awful sin. At the Cross God provided
fully for the salvation of man. If I turn my
back upon this salvation, there is no hope for me
either in this world or the next. I must be
damned. (Heb. vi.)

For fifteen hundred years the blood of bulls and
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goats flowed in a ceaseless stream, yet by it sins
were never put away. It was but a proof of sins
remaining.

The blood of Jesus once shed made a complete
and eternal atonement for sin, and removed every
barrier existing between God and the sinner, open-
ing up a new and living way into His holy pre-
sence; and God bids the soul purged by that
blood to “draw near.”” (Heb. x. 22.) Before the
cross man stood “afar off.” (Exod. xxiv. 1.)

‘During the same period legal ordinances con-
nected with the service of God were imposed upon
man, but they never gave him a good conscience
(Heb ix, 9) ; 4.e. a conscience untroubled by sin in
God’s holy presence. On the contrary, the blood-
sprinkling which accompanied the service ever
reminded the sinner that not only were his sins
not put away, but that the ordinance could not
relieve him of the burden. “ Without shedding
of blood is no remission.” It is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins.

Thus the very work in which he engaged on
purpose to ease his conscience served but to show
him his true condition before God, that of a poor
helpless creature, bound down by a chain of sin he
could never unloose, unable ky anything he could
do to win God's favour, the presence of that holy
Being only bringing a sense of his own vileness.

Then was shed the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to
God, whereby an end was for ever put to that
system which made it necessary for man to engage
in what the Holy Ghost terms “dead works,” be-
cause from them life never flowed to him who en-
deavoured to perform them.
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The believing sinner, now purged from his sins
by that blood, 13 brought into a new place before
God, and power given to him to render a holy and
joyous service to the living Grod, the grateful out-
flow of a forgiven soul liberated for ever from the
bondage of both sin and law.

Before the cross man served God-with a view to
obtain life.

- Since the cross the believer serves God because
he Aas life,

Through the atoning death of Christ “eternal
salvation” (Heb. v. 9), “eternal redemption”
(Heb. ix. 12), and an “eternal inheritance” (Heb.
ix. 15) are brought to the very door of the sinner,
a salvation and redemption already wrought out,
an inheritance already won for him by Christ at
the crogs. 'What, therefore, remains to be done?
Nothing.

A God of love proclaims to helpless man that
all these blessings are his the moment he believes
on Jesus.

“ By grace are ye saved through faith ; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph. ii. 8, 9.)

It is most instructive to see the testimony
rendered by the Holy Ghost to the value of the
blood of Jesus. Let us look at some of the serip-
tures which speak of it, connecting with them
some others which evidently bear upon the same
subject.

“When I see the blood I will pass over you.”
(Exod. xii. 18.) “For it is the blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul.” (Lev. xvii. 11.) “And
without shedding of blood is no remission.” (Heb.
ix, 22,) “It is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins.” (Heb. x. 4.)
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“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son- cleanseth
from all sin.” (1 John 1. 7.)

“ By His own blood He entered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for
us.” (Heb. ix. 12.) “Having therefore boldness
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. . .
let us draw nigh.” (Heb. x. 19, 22.) “ Being now
justified by His blood.” (Rom. v. 9.) “He hath
made us accepted in the Beloved. In whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins.” (Eph. i. 6, 7)) “ Having made peace
through the blood of His cross.” (Col. 1. 20.) “Ye
who sometime were afar off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ.” (Eph. ii. 13.) “Christ Jesus,
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation -
through faith in His blood.” (Rom. 11i. 25.) “Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
His own blood . .. be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.” (Rev. i. 5, 6.) “He that
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses : of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall Ze be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he
was sanctified, an unholy thing.” (Heb. x. 28, 29.)

Be not deceived, my reader. God will never
more be approached by man save through the
blood of Him whom the world in its wnbelief
crucified.

Judaism, and the strange admixture of Judaism
and paganism current in Christendom, must pass
away, and leave room for “Jesus only.”

In Revelation v. heaven is opened, and I see the
blood-purchased host and countless myriads of
angelic beings occupied with Him who for the suf-
fering of death was made a little lower than the
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angels, and their glad song of adoring worship
swells into a mighty anthem rolling far and wide
in sweetest melody, and redeemed creation takes
up the strain and renders its meed of joyous
praise. Ah! yes, the ear of faith can even now
hear the music of the blessed future; for the
object of the worship i1s “the La,mb,” and the
occasion thereof “that He was slain.”

However much God’s Christ and His matchless
work are ignored in time, the memory of it will
never fade from the hearts of the happy dwellers
in the blissful abodes of eternity.

And yet the proud sinner seeks to do without
Jesus, DBut this has been the case from the
moment He presented Himself, in all His grace
and gentleness, as the One who came to reveal
God’s love. Man then showed the Father what
he thought of His Son by nailing Him to a cross
and puttmg Him to a most shameful death.

Then it was that the Father gave full expres-
sion to what He thought of Him by raising Him
from the dead, giving Him a seat at His own right
hand in heaven, and sending down the Holy Ghost
to proclaim that there was no salvation to the
sinner apart from Jesus. (Acts iv, 12.)

So you see, my dear reader, that if you desire fo
escape the anguish of everla,stma' burnings you
must bow to the despised Jesus and accept salva-
tion through His shed blood. And as you love
your soul T beseech you to do it at once; for seon
this same Jesus will come again in the glory of
the Father and of the holy angels, and every knee
in heaven, earth, and hell shail bow to Him, and
every tongue shall confess Him Lord, to the glory
of God the Father, and to the everlasting confusion
of His rejecters, W H. S.

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

170 THE SALVATION OF GOD.

WATER FOR NOTHING.

HAN you tell me where they pay for the
vad water?” said a woman to me near the

isgel| townhall at P . “T1 cannot,” I
rephed “but I can tell you where you can get
water for nothing.” This at first she could hardly
believe; but on explaining to her that I meant
“the living water,” she said, “ 4! sir, thank the
Lord, I’ve got that” And, reader, have you ? Over
a public drinking-fountain I saw the words once
spoken to another woman by the Lord Jesus Christ,
“Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again ;” and how true this is of all the so-called
pleasures of this poorworld of ours—“thirst again.”
Do you not know something of this? the utter
impossibility of all this world can give to satisfy
the human heart. Ah! if you have tasted the
emptiness, the hollowness, the vanity of things
“under the sun,” it will be well indeed for you to
listen to a voice that crieth, that uttereth words of
wondrous love and consolation, and as true to-day
as when first spoken.

“If thou knewest the gift of God.” He tells
you the secret of all the misery, the heart-thirstings,
and fruitless toil after happiness. Man has de-
parted from the only source of happiness. “They
have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters.”
(Jer. ii. 13.)

He remonstrates too in wondrous grace with
such: “Wherefore do ye spend money for that
which is not bread? and your labour for that
which satisfieth not?” (Isa. lv. 2.)

He dnvites such also to come, not to buy with
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money, not to labour to get, but to receive as a
free gift what He delights to bestow. “I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely.” (Rev. xxi. 6.)

The book of God closes not without one more
mvitation, in the longsuffering grace and goodness
of its author: “Let him that is athirst come;”
and then, to leave each one without excuse, lest
any in the subtle reasonings of the unbelief of
the heart, so common to fallen man, who finds it
hard to trust the word of the One he has sinned
againgt, lest any should say, “ But I fear I do not
really thirst; 1 do not feel that I am athirst for
this living water "—one closing word to such an
one: “ And whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.” (Rev. xxii. 17.)

Well, dear reader, as your eye scans these pages
the eye of Giod is on you, reading the thoughts of
your inmost soul; and He knows if you once more
refuse the invitations of His love. “The living
water” flows all around you; you have but to
“stoop down, and drink, and live.”

“The river of His grace, through righteousness supplied,
Is flowing through the barren place where Jesus died.”

But look once more at the invitation in Rev.
xxi, 6, and you will see it comes in between
eternal, unsullied happiness and everlasting, un-
mitigated woe. Drink now, and live for ever
the life that knows no thirsting, where sin and
sorrow and death can never come. Refuse it once
more, it may be your last opportunity, and for ever
and ever, in that place where hope cometh never,
you’ll thirst for one drop of water to cool your
burning fongue; and yowll think of the water
you once refused.
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“Jesus said, He that cometh to Me shall never
hunger ; and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst.” (John vi. 35.) ¢ Come unto Me, hear, and
your soul shall live.” (Isa. lv. 3.) W. R H.

«THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS HEART,
THERE IS NO GOD.”

Psaru xiv. 1.

AT is now about twenty years ago that a
251 w2 Christian lady in Scotland lay upon her
oW death-bed. Her husband was already
dead; and reflecting that her little daughter
would soon have to be handed over to the charge
of her grandfather, and that he was an injidel,
filled with anxiety at the prospect, she called the
child to her side, and obtained from her a promise
that for her sake she would read one chapter of
the Bible to herself every day. The child soon
after was removed to the house of the aged infidel,
and faithful to her promise, was found by him one
day reading to herself in the garden. Requiring
to know what book it was, she replied it was her
Bible. He at once began to make light of it,
declared that it was useless to read such a book,
and asked what was the good of it. She answered
that she might learn about God. “God,” he said ;
“there is no God.” The effect of this upon the
child can scarcely be described, so great was her
fright and amazement. For the moment she ap-
peared petrified ; but recovering herself, exclaimed
with passionate earnestness, “ Oh, grandfather,
you 'te a fool ; you’re a fool; you’re a fool!” The
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man was amazed at this extraordinary audacity
on the part of his grand-daughter; but the child
continued to exclaim, “Oh, grandfather, you're a
fool!” adding, “TuE BIBLE SAYS you are a fool!”
(“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God.” Ps. xiv. 1). The man listened no longer;
but to forget it was impossible. Wherever he
went, by night and by day, every waking moment
seemed to come into his mind, “You are a fool!
Ter BIBLE sAYs 80!” The result was that he
became miserably unhappy, and broken down
before (God; and the Lord graciously used the
circumstance to his conversion.

Dear reader, if you have ever in your heart had
such a wretched, infidel thought, may the ‘same
gracious God bless this incident to the salvation
of your immortal soul. W. R.

A VOICE FROM HEAVEN AND A VOICE
FROM HELL.

R HICH voice will you heed, dear reader ?
@ il From heaven God has said, “1 will give
E9ALT unto Him that is athirst.of the fountain
of the water of life freely.” (Rev. xxi. 6.)

Are you afraid when you think of things here
being shaken ? of the earth and all that is in ib
belncf burned up? Hear then God’s message to
you from heaven, “ Whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freel ” (Rev. xxil. 17) Are you
sick of the world, of a life of pleasure or of sin?
Are you weary of sorrow and death? Are you
tired of the society of yourself and of the devil?
Are you thirsting for something that will last?
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- Oh, hear a message that comes to you from a
region of peace and joy and everlasting delight—
a message from the land where “ God shall wipe
away all tears,” where “there shall be no more

death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nor pain!” “J
will give to him that s athirst of the fountain of
life freely.”

But what of the voice from hell? Can we
know anything of that place, in the existence of
which some refuse to believe? Yes; God’s word
answers even that: “.In hell he lift up his eyes,
being in torments,” and he asks—ah! he asks—
for one drop of water. “Have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame.” (Luke =xvi. 24.) DBeware then,
reader, lest you refuse the water of life which God
offers to you now; for surely it will be wanted
by-and-by. What else does this rich man in
hell ask? A messenger to his brothers. And
‘what message would he fain send ? . “ Don’t meet
me in hell.” “1 pray thee that thou wouldest send

. . that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment” Many a mother
on her dying bed has entreated her family, “ Meet
me in heaven;” but here come the words, wafted
back to us, hot, as it were, with the breath of «the
fire that is not quenched,” “Don’t meet me in hell.”
Ah, be warmed in time! Hell is 7eal, even as
heaven is,

One word more as to the ground on which God
can thus freely offer the Water of Life to any;
whosoever will may take. The Lord Jesus bore
the fire of God’s judgment against sin on the
cross, worse to His holy soul than the hottest
hell to sinful man, He bore the penalty of
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sin, a,nd “He who knew no sin was made sin
for us.” God was satisfied and glorified, and
now from the throne, around which He longs
to welcome you, He can send far and wide His
record about His Son—“ He that hath the Son
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life.” (1 John v. 12,) If you have drunk
of the water of life, you have eternal life in His
Son, If not, now, to-day, hear God’s offer to you
from heaven, and believe in the One who bore the

wrath of God against sin that sinners might be
saved. H. L. H.

THE GIFT OF GOD.

“ And Pefer said unto him, Thy money perish with thes,
because thou bast thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in
this matter : for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.
Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.
For I perceive that thou art in the gali of bitterness, and
in the bond of iniquity.”—Acts viii. 20-23.

e OLEMN words were these for Simon, who
v ¥ thought the gift of God could be pur-
il chased. They were spoken to him ; they
are ertten in God’s word for the reader of to-day

God is a giver. “He so loved the world, that
He gave” (not merely sent)- « His only-begotten
Son” (Johm iil. 16); and Paul, in 2 Cor. ix. 15,
says, “ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
gift.” The Holy Ghost 1s also the gift of God
(Acts x, 45; xi. 17); eternal life is the gift of
God. (Rom. vi. 23) God is a giver, Christ,
who is “the way, the truth, and the life,” His gift,
and therefore to be possessed by man as a gift
from God, and as a gift only.
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Many will admit that eternal life is the gift of
God, and yet think they must become religious, or
by doing something make themselves better in
order to obtain it; but mark God’s way of giving:
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price” (Isa. lv. 1) And
again, “ Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.” (Rev. xxii, 17.)

Perhaps my reader is one of those who hopes to
obtain eternal life, and would say, if asked how he
expected to get it, “I must do my best, and trust
in Christ.”

No, no,no! In this way thou canst have neither
part nor lot in this matter, Remember that
eternal life is the G1FT of God, and that gifts can
only be received from the giver as such, or never
be had. Ah! take care that it be not said to thee,
when it shall be too late for repentance, “Thy
best perish with thee, because thou hast thought
that the. gift of God may be purchased with thy
best.” S. P

« DISTANGE from God was the climax of the Lamb’s
dying sorrow. It is a fearfully solemn thought,
that the world, while with heedless self-confidence
it still purdues its way, is no nearer now to God
than Jesus was when, under the burden of the
world’s iniquity, He cried, ‘My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me 2’” -

“ RELIGION, if it be not in the faith of God, is ever
found to be the bitterest antagonist of truth.”
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“COME TO HIM JUST AS YOU ARE”

“ Come now, and let us rcason together, saith the Lord : though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Isa. 1. 18.

“ Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.”’—MArT. xi. 28.

YOUNG man, brought up in the Meath
Industrial School, at Blackrock, entered
feiditadl the artillery, and acted there as a black-
sm1th While at his work one day, his officer
sent for him; but he did not like to go in
his grimy state. However, he was told that he
must obey, so he went, but feeling very much
ashamed of doing so. When he came to his officer,
who was a child of God, the officer said, « Sewell,
I am very glad to see that you know how to obey
orders. Now that is the way you must treat the
Lord Jesus Christ—come to Him just as you are.”
The words went home to the young man’s heart,
and there and then he yielded himself to the
Saviour; and for the last seven years he has been a
consistent Christian, and the means of much bless-
ing to many of his comrades.

This is a very simple illustration of how a poor
sinner should come to Jesus; and in the earnest
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hope that God may bless it to the reader it is
inserted in the pages of this periodical.

How many there are who think that they have
to feel differently from what they do, or that they
have to improve their condition, before they come
to Jesus! It is all a mistake! Jesus is inviting
you to come to Him, just where you are, and Just
as you are, and just now; and

“ If you linger till you are better,
You will never come at all.”’

Jesus did not come to call those who were
doing the best they could to merit His favour.
He said Himself, “ They that are whole have no
need of the physician, but they that are sick: I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance.” The Pharisees and scribes advertised
the blessed Lord in the following words: “This
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them ;”
and the Holy Spirit saith that “ God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us; » and one who was
«before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in-
jurious,” found his greatest comfort in the fact
that ¢ this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” (Mark ii.17;
Luke xv. 2; Rom. v. 8; 1 Tim. i, 15.)

Are you conscious that you are a sinner ! and
do you find that the poor publican’s prayer, “ God
be merciful to me a sinner,” suits you? Then
that is your recommendation to come to Jesus;
and be assured that He is waiting to welcome
you. Only “come to Him just as you are.”

H. M. H.
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“NOW I AM GOING TO HAVE A LONG
NIGHT -OF IT”

i said a working man one evening as he
rmY took his pipe, and sat down to make him-
2| solf happy, after his day’s work was done;
but almost instantaneously he fell back a corpse !
His spirit had fled into the presence of a holy
God. For him #me has ceased, and efernity begun,
Where shall he spend 4t ? Either in the glorious
city of which the Lamb is the light, and there is
no night there, no more tears, “no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are passed
away” (Rev. xxi. 23, 25, and 4); or in that place
of torment called %ell, wherein those who have
sought to make themselves happy away from God
are for ever separated from His love, and cast by
His righteous judgment into unquenchable, ever-
lasting fire. (Mark ix. 43; Matt. xxv. 46.) No
ease, no comforts, nothing but torment there, not
even a drop of water, but an unending night of
hopeless agony ! (Luke xvi.)

Only the judgment-seat of Christ will reveal
the true condition of that man’s soul; but he was
indulging his besetting sin not long before that
fatal night. Slender is the hope that he ever
repented before God; and if not, little did he
think of the awful doom his own words pronounced,
“Now I'm going to have a long night of it !” Yes,
“where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.” (Mark ix. 48.) As you read this, O
careless lover of Christless ease, seat yourgelf in
this poor man’s chair, and think. Perhaps you
have thought, “After my day’s work is over ‘I’
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have a long wight of <t)” Maybe you have had
one, or many a one. I knew a man who had
“a long night of 4t,” and, was found dead on his
own door-step early in the morning! Conscience
tells you that death is coming to take your sin-
stained, Christless soul into the presence of
Him who is “of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and cannot look on iniquity ” (Hab. 1. 13), to be
punished with everlasting destruction from the
_presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His
power, to have “a long might” of “everlasting
burnings ” (Isa., xxxiii. 14) in company with “the
devil and his angels.” (Matt. xxv. 41.) You may
be enjoying the pleasures of sin for & season, but
you are not happy. How can you be, with such
an awful future staring you in the face ?

You cannot be %appy, here or hereafter, away
from God. When was the prodigal son happy ? In
the far country, wasting his substance with riotous
living ? or when back Aome, enjoying the full, free,
and everlasting forgiveness that Father frankly
gave, and the favours He delighted to bestow—
happy in His love, feeding on the fatted calf with
Him at His table? “I wish I were Aappy, like
that forgiven prodigal,” you say.

Poor unsaved sinner, that Father still wails to
welcome you to His heart. How long has He
waited and yearned over you! He is ready to
meet you just as you are. Though afar off, with
the filth of your besetting sin and sins upon you,
arise and go, tell Him you have sinned against
heaven and in His sight; are utterly vile, un-
worthy, and lost; and He will Zave compassion,
fall on thy neck—even thine, poor prodigal-—and
cover thee with kisses. You do not deserve it;
only believe, arise, go, prove God's love!
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You shall be covered with Christ, the robe of
God’s righteousness. The ring will assure you
His love never changes, and He never will let you
go. The shoes too will keep your once wandering
feet in the straight and narrow way.

God delights not only to save, but.safisfy.
He will fill your heart with the music of heaven,
begun here on earth below. “And they began to be
merry,” we read (Luke xv, 24), but are never told
that music and dancing ceased; that song of
the redeemed shall swell into a nobler chorus of
praise in the: glory above “unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever.”
(Rev.v. 13.) Soon—you know not how soon—this
life will be a thing of the past with you; then
your sins can neither be undone nor forgiven. You
will be for ever separated from the love of God,
and a great gulf fixed between Him and you.
Then, if not now, you will be in earnest, will
believe and repent then—7zoo late for ever! You
will “ have a long night of «t.”

“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that without
remedy ” (Prov. xxix. 1.) - H. A

N

« EXCEPT JOE WHITBREAD.”

nd| HE following circumstances were related
2 ) by a Christian lady, well known to the
el writer, shortly before she was taken to be
for ever with the Lord. She was. visiting in
Dorsetshire, and had been asked by another Chris-
tian to see a poor woman at a village about two
miles from Bridport. On arriving at the cottage,
she learned from a neighbour that the woman in
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whom she was interested had gone out. But this
neighbour, hearing from the lady (Mrs. R )
that she had called to speak with the woman about
her soul, remarked that there was a sick man (Joe
Whitbread) living a few doors lower down who
would be glad of a visit.

Mrs. R immediately went to the house, and
after knocking at the door walked in. She found
the man was alone, and very ill, being, in fact,
doubled up with pain before the fire. After speak-
ing with him for a few minutes concerning his
health, she turned the conversation to his state
before God. He unhesitatingly declared that in
that respect he was all right, as he had never
injured any one in his hfe and was not 4 bit
afraid to die, altogether evincing his state to be
one of stubborn self-righteousness. -

Having heard all he had to say without making
much answer, she proposed to read to him a little
from the word of God. He made no objection,
and she accordingly opened her Bible at the
scripture commencing RBomans iii. 9, reading it as
follows, very slowly, and wn;h much emphasis upon
the words in italies:

“¢What then ? are we better than they? No,
in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin’— except
Joe Whithread,.

“fAs it is written, There is none righteous, no,
not one ’—except Joe Whithread.

“¢There 1s none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God —except Joe Whithread.

“‘They are all gone out of the way, they are
together become unproﬁtable there is none that
doeth good, no not one’— exeept Joe Whithread.

“‘Now we know that what things soever the
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law saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every. mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God ' —except Joe
Whitbread.

“¢Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight "—except Joe
W kitbread.

“¢But now the righteousness of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and
upon all them that believe: for there is no differ-
ence '——except Joe Whithread.

“¢«For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God’—except Joe Whitbread.”

When she came to-the last of these verses, he
cried out in great distress, “ Oh, stop, ma’am! I
can’t bear it any more! Oh, stop, stop, ma’am!”
She, affecting surprise, asked what was the matter,
remarking, “I’m only putting together what God
says, and what you say. God says, ‘dll have
sinned ;’ and you say you have not; so that must
be ‘ except Joe Whithread.” Only a few more words
- passed, and she left.

A day or two afterwards Mrs. R paid a
second visit; but to her surprise was refused
admittance. His wife was this time at home, and
stated that he was confined to his bed, very much
worge in health, not able to see any one, and she
firmly refused to let her enter his room. However,
Mrs. R elicited that he had been visited the
day before by the clergyman, who was much
surprised to find how his parishioner had been
disturbed from the false security in whieh he had
previously been so comfortably lulled; that he
had received the sacrament, administered by the
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clergyman, who had assured them that he was all
right ; and they were charged on no account to
admit the lady to see him a second time! As the
woman persisted in obeying the clergyman’s in-
junction, Mrs, R—— had very reluctantly to forego
an interview with the poor invalid.

Believing the Lord would yet open a way for
her to see him, she made a third visit a few days
later, when she found the woman more tractable,
and succeeded in gaining admission to the dymo'
bed of the sufferer. The moment she appeared in
his room his face brightened up with joy and glad-
ness, and he exclaimed how delighted he was to
see her, having been longing for her to come.
‘When his transports had subsided, he related what
agonies of soul he had gone through since her first
interview with him, so much so that a report
began to spread in the village that he had lost his
reason; but the Lord had revealed Himself to him,
and it was all now perfect, cloudless peace, and he
was longing to depart and to be with Christ. They
accordingly rejoiced and praised together for the
wondrous grace that had rescued him from the
self-righteousness in which Satan had held his
prey. A few days afterwards he fell asleep, having
been full of joy from the moment he found peace,
to that in which his spirit passed into the presence
of Him whose precious, perfect work had made
him meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the
saints in light.

Dear reader, are you enwrapped with that terrible
cloak of self-righteousness which so many are
folding around them in a blind and fatal self-com-
placency ¥ Oh, let God’s word penetrate your soul,
and strip off you every false security—* There is
NONE that doeth good, no, NOT ONE.” W. R.
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SHELTERED OR EXPOSED?

i HILE the bright and blessed side of the
il salvation of God is being, if possible, more
saced and more earnestly expounded and en-
forced while sinners are being besought to be
reconciled to the God who “so loved the world,
that He gave His only-begotten Son”—a God
who offers, through the precious and atoning death
of that Son, pardon full and free, and who is Him-
self entreating “whosoever will ” to take the water
of life freely—the time is slowly and silently, yet
none the less surely, drawing near when this
blessed, long-extended “day” of grace shall give
place to the short, sharp, and unspeakably solemn
“hour” of judgment! Then shall the Lord Jesus
Christ, whom God now sets forth “a Saviour”
through faith in His blood, be revealed from heaven
“in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon those who
know not God, and who obey not the gospel.”

Paul spoke to Felix of judgment to come, and
while he reasoned “Felix trembled.” Well might
he tremble, as conscience looked backward over a
lifetime of sins, secret and open, and forward to
that terrible day, for which he was all unprepared,
when all would be brought out before the righteous
Judge, and infinite damnation, eternal punishmeunt,
justly follow a career begun, continued, and ended
in sin against a God of infinite holiness and right-
eousness !

Reader, art thou too as one not yet sheltered by
the blood of Jesus, still exposed to the wrath of
"God? Does it still abide on thee, ready to burst
at any moment over thy guilty head ? ‘Say not,
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“I am not a great sinner;” for the word of God
declares : “ He that believeth not the Son, the wrath
of God abideth on him.” (John iii. 36.) It is
enough, therefore, just not io be o believer in Jesus,
to be quite sure that the wrath of God ever hangs,
like a thunder-cloud, right over you, only pre-
vented by His long-suffering grace from bursting,
and involving you in everlasting, hopeless ruin !
Say, precious soul, who art of greater value in
the sight of God than the world’s weight of gold,
dost tlw'u, tremble at the awful truth of judgment
to come? Does it make thee cry out, in anguish
of spirit, “ Have you nothing to tell of & way of
escape ! Is there no refuge, no place of shelter, in
view of that awful day?” Yes; oh, yes! Poor
‘work it would be—miserable, most miserable to
writer and reader alike—were the truth of God
confined to the revelation of the coming judgment.
But eternal praise be His who has provided, at
His own expense, a shelter so perfect that the
reader may be saved efernally, and yet so simple
that he may be saved ‘mmediately! Blessed be
God, who has mever foretold coming judgment
without providing and pointing out a complete
salvation from it! When it was the flood, there
was the ark; when 1t was the plague of hail, there
were the houses, so that “every one that feared
the word of the Lord made his servants and. cattle
flee into the houses ” (Exod. ix. 20); when it was
the night of judgment on Egypt’s first-born, it was
the blood of the lamb; when: it was the destruc-
tion of Jericho, it was a scarlet line in Rahab’s
window. In each case all who availed themselves
of God’s provision were perfectly sheltered; all
others were fearfully and fatally exposed. "But”
these cases are but figures of the “judgment to
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come,” a judgment before which they all pale, and
fade away into insignificance. Who can tell the
unspeakable awfulness of that day? “Enter not
into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight
shall no man living be justified.” (Ps. exliii. 2.)
This settles the question of “mercy in the day ot
judgment.” There is no mercy, no justification
possible for those with whom God shall enter into
judgment. What then? EFEre that day is revealed
God has provided a full salvation, and now sinners
are pointed to Christ, the frue Ark, and to His
precious blood, the perfect, only shelter in the day
when this Jericho-world shall crumble to pieces
beneath the almighty hand of God—in the night
when this Egypt-world shall be overtaken as a
thief by His awful judgment. Oh, sinner, flee,
flee, FLEE from the wrath to come! Linger not,
Iook not back at the doomed scene! Wait not for
others; escape for thy life! Look to Jesus. See
Him on Calvary’s cross; behold Him there, given
in the infinite love of God to be thy Surety and
Substitute, bearing all the judgment in thy stead,
that thou mightest be saved. Come to Him now
—the risen, living Saviour, who invites thee so
graciously, saying, “ Come unto me,” and encour-
ages thee by declaring, “Him that cometh fo
me I will 4n no wige cast out.” Then not only
shall you be instantly and eternally sheltered
“beyond the reach of ill,” but, on the authority of
His own word, you may know that you “shall not
come into judgment.,” (John v. 24) (How simple
to see it i3 because He has been into it, and borne
it all.) You may know too that you Aave eternal
life (1 John v. 13), and may have “boldness in
the day of judgment,” because already as Christ
' IS, 80 ARE you tn this world. (1 Johniv.17.) Dear

The Salvation of God 6 (1883)



The Salvation of God 6 (1883)

188 THE SALVATION OF GOD.

reader, can you rest satisfied in anything short of
being saved ! Dare you go on another moment
exposed to the judgment of God? Can you lie
down to sleep this night, leaving all this an un-
seftled question? Oh, let me pray you, as you
value your eternal welfare, before you close your
eyes in sleep again, get alone with God, and in
His presence ask yourself, “Am I SHELTERED or
EXPOSED ?” and may He, of His infinite grace,
grant that your eyes may be opened to see Jesus,
and, believing in Him, be able to say with heart-
felt gratitude—

“I’m suELTERED by HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD,
Beyond the reach of ill.” H P. A G

“THERE SHALL BE EARTHQUAKES IN
DIVERS PLACES.”

“ God commandeth @/ men everywhere to repent: because He
hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained;
whereof He hath given assurance unto ALL men, in that He
hath raised Him from the dead.”—Acrts xvii. 31.

AHE following paper is suggested by an
| incident that occurred during the earth-
wicsteidll quakes that raged some twelve years since
along the Peruvian coast, and which made a
deep impression at the time on the mind of the
writer. The main details, as given in the paper,
were to this effect: A town was completely
shattered by the earthquake, the houses falling in
ruins, and the sea receding. The effect on the
inhabitants of the town was peculiar and diverse.
All knew that the sea, which had receded, would
rush back and overflow the whole town; yet such
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was the different effect of this knowledge that
some of the inhabitants hasted to get to the high
ground at the back of the town ; others climbed to
the tops of their ruined houses; whilst, on the
other hand, the remainder walked about amidst
the ruins, dazed, or as if utterly indifferent to the
fate awaiting them when the wave returned.

Now, dear reader, let us see what we may gather
from this picture, and may God in His rich mercy
use it for His own glory.

And I would ask you, as in the presence of
God, Which class of the inhabitants represents you
as your eye falls on these pages ?

Nearly 1900 years ago a moral earthquake
took place. Jew and Gentile combined to crucify
the Lord of life and glory. This most wondrous
and solemn event, whilst it blessedly exhibited
the love of God’s heart, most terribly displayed
the bitter enmity of the heart of man against
God, and his utter and complete state of ruin.
Tested in every way, even by the coming into
this world of the Son of God as man, his whole
nature came out, utterly corrupt, the poison of
asps under his lips, his feet swift to shed
blood.

Therefore from that moment the world has been
guilty of murder, the murder of God’s beloved
Son.

Ah, day by day the world is startled and horri-
fied by the accounts of terrible accidents, shocking
murders, and the like. Do you, dear reader,
thrill with horror as- you read of them ? Then
what think you when you read of that solemn
scene at Calvary, when -the sun veiled its face, and
the earth quaked, and the rocks rent; for God’s
beloved Son was murdered ! Is it nothing to you?
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Then let me tell you, beloved reader, there is a
solemn moment coming, a fearful and terrible
sequence of events to take place,

“ (0D HATH APPOINTED A DAY, in the which He
will judge the world by that Man whom He hath
ordained.”

Who is “that man” spoken of here? None
other than the One we have just seen nailed to
the cross at Calvary, hanging there in all weakness;
and when Jesus hung there, then the wave, so to
speak, receded—the wave of judgment, that will
roll over a guilty world.

What have the inhabitants been doing ever
since? Why just what the inhabitants of the
wrecked town did; for assurance ¢s given unto all
men of coming judgment, by the raising from the
dead “this same Jesus whom ye crucified,” that
He, now being Lord and Christ, will come to
judge the world. Well, then, many have fled to
the refuge set before them, to the “Rock that is
higher than I;” they have accepted the only way
of escape—dJesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
“ Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name given among men whereby we
must be saved.” Yes; and like the Thessalonians,
they wait for God’s Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered
us from the wrath to come.

But what have others done, and what are they
doing, but just climbing to the tops of their own
ruins ? Dear religious reader, are you one of them ?
Are you trying to please God by your own works ?
Bear with me a moment. “ Without faith it is
impossible to please God.” Oh, the delusions of
Satan! He would satisfy your soul that all is
right. You may be an active worker in every
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good cause—moral, upright, amla,ble—everythmcr
that may be beautiful in the eyes of your fellow-
men ; but after all your foundation is on sand,
and i_f the flood of judgment comes and finds you
there, you will be swept away. To be safe from
judgment “ye must be born again,” or never see
and never enter heaven. You are lost, utterly
ruined. “ALL have sinned, and come short of the,

lory of God.” May you bow to this truth, and
accept the testimony of God as to the person and
work of His own dear Son.

Careless reader, indifferent reader, wake up,
wake up; the Judgment is coming! Flee, oh,
flee from the wrath to come! Oh, “how will you
meet the Judge? Don't turn a deaf ear. Listen
while it is yet to-day. Dont go on longer in-
different to the fact that A DAY is appointed.
Scoffers are saying “Where is the promise of
His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation. For this they willingly
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out
of the water and in the water : whereby the world
that then was . . . . . . perished : but the
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of un-
godly men.” (2 Peter iii. 3-7.)

- “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise,

as some men count slackness; but is long-suffer-
ing to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.”

If, beloved reader, you are amongst those who
‘have fled for refuge to Christ, what a moment
awaits you! Ah, what a moment was that when
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- He who was from eternity hung on Calvary’s

cross, and was made sin for us; He who knew no
sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him; and now we await the moment
of being in His blissful presence for ever. Blessed
Lord, no human thought can reach out to love
like thine!

Oh, unsaved reader, whether on the top of your
own ruined works, or going on indifferent, satisfied
with the world and its pleasures, what is the
moment that awaits you? Death, and after that
' the JupeMENT. Oh, while there is yet time, may
your eyes be opened to your terrible danger!
Take God at His word, accept the salvation of
God, so freely offered, and believe that “There is
therefore now no condemnation to those who are

in Christ Jesus.” T. W.
8.

“IN vain shall we think to learn, with mastery of
the subject, the doctrine of the cross. It is the
earliest lesson of the poor believing sinner in the
true knowledge of God; it is the necessary meat
which keeps the Christian’s soul in health from
day to day. But it contains also, for the ripest
and the wisest saints, the still unfathomed deep
of God’s most holy love, a wealth which eternity
alone will perfectly disclose.”

“ REDEMPTION must be known before creation can
he rightly understood. Science concerns itself
with facts and laws; but faith only sees truth in

" its beauty.”
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