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Tue GOSPEL MESSENGER.

THE “GOLIGHTLY” DISASTER.

E\_‘ %N July 1886 a friend kindly placed at our

%  disposal, and pressed us for a few weeks
to occupy, his airy sea-side house at
& ’H D ——, a summer resort, the salt breezes of
T which have but to be known to be enjoyed.
A Assuredly gathering that the Lord had
some work for us there, we went, reaching our
quarters one Friday afternoon. The same evening
tha, Com. Bxchange, a. gond-sized. hnilding, was
secured for a Gospel meeting on the following Lord’s
Day evening, and a little handbill issued announc-
ing the subject, which ran thus:—“Saved at the
bottom ; or, a lesson among the weeds. A true tale,
amd a salt word for sailors and landsmen.”

This arranged, I got down to the harbour, in-
quiring among the many fisher folk who loitered
there if any one possessed a boat in which some of
my party could—weather permitting—have a sail
on the morrow. A weather-beaten old tar, to
whom I spoke first, assured me that no craft suit-
able for the purpose was kept there, and then
suddenly turning, shouted, “Sandy, Sandy, come
here.”

A
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“Who is Sandy ?” said I.

“Ob, Sandy H He’s got a tidy little fishing
yawl, perhaps he can accommodate you.” Thus
called, Sandy, a fair-haired lithesome young fellow
of twenty-eight, with a cheery face, who had been
standing amongst a group at some distance, came
forward, and on hearing what was wanted, ex-
pressed his willingness to tidy up his boat and have
it ready by four p.m, though fearing it would not
be “ore comfie for the leddies” He pointed out
his boat, a broad-beamed undecked yawl, with the
well-known lug-sail so common on the east of Scot-
land, and assured us she was a grand sea-boat, and
like her name the “ Golightly.”

Sandy was true to his word, and at the appointed
hour was waiting our arrival, with two other
men, Andrew H , his elder brother, and James
S——, his brother-in-law, whom we found to be
the “Golightly’s” usual crew. Andrew was the
skipper, and during our little sail we were all much
attracted by his sedate, good-humoured, sunburnt
face, and stalwart form, as he skilfully managed
his boat, which sped gaily along over the white-
crested billows which a stiffish breeze produced.
Telling the three men of the meeting arranged for
the nextevening, they readily promised tobe present,
and to bring some friends, and James 8—-- very
simply confessed the Lord Jesus as his Saviour,
saying he had known the Lord bout a year only.

‘When we reached land, after a couple of hours
of most enjoyable fresh sea-breeze, the three part-
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ners engaged to meet us again on the following
Tuesday, at the same hour, and renewing their
promise to be at the Corn Exchange we bade each
other good-night.

The meeting in the Corn Exchange I shall never
forget. God had arranged it, and He was there,
and that is everything in a Gospel meeting. The
place was well filled, and amongst the listeners were
our three friends of the “Golightly,” and many
others of the simple fisher folk of the place.
Jonah’s history (chapters i and ii.) was before us,
and the downward course of this disobedient man
traced out. Sent to Nineveh, he “rose up to flee
unto Tarshish ” (which means destruction). Mereci-
fully he never got there, but he “went down to
Joppa” (beautiful); of course found a ship there
going where he wanted to go, and so “ paid the fare
thereof,”—as the sinner pays his own way to hell,—
and “ went down into it.” Once on board he takes
a third downward step, and is profoundly uncon-
scious of the general danger which the storm that
God had sent out threatened, for “Jonah was gone
down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and
was fast asleep.” Thus is it with man oftentimes ;
God speaks, but he hears not.

But God will have Jonah aroused, and “ What
meanest thou, O sleeper?” rings in his ears, and
rang in the ears of the Corn Exchange audience
again and again, as the indifferent, the unawakened,
the unsaved, the unpardoned, were besought to
receive the Gospel. Thoroughly aroused, and
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probed by the pointed queries, “ What is thine
occupation ? and whence comest thou? what is thy
country ? and of what people art thou?” Jonah
confesses, “I fear Jehovah, the God of heaven,
which hath made the sea and the dry land.” This,
however, cannot calm the storm; and at length,
prompted by a sense of his sin, and at his own re-
quest, cast into the sea, he finds himself the objeet
of the special care of God, for “the Lord had pre-
pared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.”

But sin ever brings its own fruit, and the soul
that sins must know repentance toward God. “In
the belly of the fish three days and three nights,”
Jonah passes through deep exercises, and learns
wondrous lessons. He prays, he cries, and his soul
faints. He gets into “the belly of hell;” floods
compass him, billows and waves pass over him,
and the weeds are wrapped about his head. Three
downward, steps he had taken himself; God con-
ducts him yet lower. “I went down to the
bottoms of the mountains,” he says; and then
with a sense that all is over,—that he is, as far as
human aid is concerned, helplessly, hopelessly lost,
~—he is brought to the point of real blessing ; and
having learned that “salvation is of the Lord,” he
owns it, and is free on the spot,—reaching dry
land in a moment. So the soul that feels and
owns its guilty defiled condition, and takes the
place of being lost before God, is taught of God
that it is an object of His love and mercy, and that
“the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
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which was lost.” Hence whoever trusts in that
blessed Son of Man finds a Saviour, and salvation,
on the spot. Many and urgent were the appeals
to the unsaved not to defer salvation to to-morrow,
as it never comes, for I felt as though some of my
hearers might never hear the Gospel again.

The interest was great, and it was quite evident
that God’s Spirit was mightily at work among
souls; and when we sang the closing hymn,— .

‘ Salvation without money ;

.Salvation without price ;

Salvation without labour,—
Believing doth suffice.

Salvation now—this moment !
Then why, oh why, delay?

You may not see to-morrow ;
Now is salvation’s day.!”

I could not but believe that some were accepting
God’s offered grace. Nor in this was I disap-
pointed, as events afterwards shewed, and some
were heard to say as they left the hall, “ The man
spoke as though we were never to have another
chance of being saved.” Prophetic words, indeed,
as regards some. :

The next day, Monday, was a lovely summer day.
The sun shone brightly, fleecy white clouds soared
high in the deep blue sky, and the sea was like a mill-
pond, scarce ruffled by a gentle breeze. About three
o'clock in the afternoon the “ Golightly,” with her
wonted crew, and ten other occupants, most of them
women, all cheerful, blithe, and eager for work,
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put out of harbour to go to some not far distant
“mussel scalps,” to gather bait for the usual noe-
turnal fishing expedition. The boat, laden beyond
its capacity, for which the calm fair weather might
account, had scarcely emerged from the harbour
when a sudden and quite unexpected squall struck
her. The sheet—the rope attached to the lower
and hinder end of the sail—had unfortunately been
made fast to a thwart, and, owing to the throng of
women, could not be let go. The boat heeled over,
filled, and sank, within one hundred yards of shore,
carrying her thirteen passengers down with her.
Of these four only came to the surface, and help
being quickly at hand they were rescued. Among
these was James S Carried to the bottom,
and held there by two women for a time, when
they let go he rose, and was picked up. The victims,
however, included my friends Andrew and Sandy
H , the former’s wife, their younger brother of
seventeen, and a girl cousin of a similar age.
Locked in each other’s arms the manly skipper and
his youthful wife were shortly after brought to the
surface. Parted not in life, thank God, they were
not divided in death, as I afterwards learned. The
others who were drowned were two young men of
seventeen and twenty-two years, and two young
women aged seventeen. The squall passed by, the
sun shone again brightly; but how different the
scene it shone on, as one by one the nine lifeless
bodies were brought to shore! Oh, the terrible
power of death! And what folly can equal that
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of the sinner who goes on heedless of his soul’s
salvation ?

There was scarcely a house among the fisher folk
not, nearly or remotely, connected with the drowned,
and sorrow possessed many a heart to the full, as
they mourned the loss of parents, children, brothers,
sisters, cousins, or friends and playmates.

The gloom which this painful event cast over the
town can easily be imagined, and the sympathy for
the stricken and bereaved families was widespread
and real. A public funeral took place on the
Wednesday, and a sad sight it was, as, carried
shoulder high to the old kirkyard, the coffins of
the husband and wife, side by side, were followed
by the seven others, borne in single file. Thousands
attended, and preceded or followed. While a
simple service was conducted in the old kirk, the
nine wreath-covered coffins, all side by side,—a
sight one could never forget,—rested in the vesti-
bule, and then were borne each to the last resting-
place near by. Over the grave which held Andrew
H and his wife, by the desire of some relations,
I read John v. 24-29, and spoke of the blessedness
of having eternal life. This blessedness the two
who were undivided in death had lately been
taught to know, and so the saddened hearts that
mourned them were comforted.

Of the nine who were thus suddenly eut off, five
were at the Sunday evening meeting, two known
to be believers in the Lord Jesus. Of the rest, one

can only say, God may have spoken to them, and
A2
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they believed the Gospel, but no one heard them
say that they were converted. It is a mistake to
put off deciding for Christ till it be too late.
“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth” (Prov. xxvii. 1),
is God’s word to every one of us. How solemnly
was it illustrated here. Two of the dear men who
were to meet me on Tuesday passed into eternity
on Monday! So much for man’s proposals.

And now, my dear reader, how is it with you?
Are you saved? Are you converted? Are you
ready to go? Have you peace with God? Are
your sins pardoned, and all washed away in the
precious blood of Christ? If not, let me beseech
you not to delay one single hour. God may never
give you another opportunity of hearing His
Gospel. Believe on Jesus now. The work of
redemption is finished. The cross is past, the
blood of atonement has been shed. God has ac-
cepted it ; and He will accept you, if you trust the
One who shed His blood for poor guilty sinners,
as we both are by nature. Come then to Jesus.
Come now. Come as youare ; and, simply trusting
Him, you will be able to say, “ Salvation is of the
Lord.”

One word more. “Because there is wrath,
beware lest he take thee away with his stroke:
then a great ransom cannot deliver thee” (Job
xxxvi. 18).  “Boast not thyself of to-morrow; for
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.”

W. T. P. W.
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BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST.
& —

7@, BOUT six hundred years before the first
& advent of Christ, the Jews were over-
come by a great king called Nebuchad-
nezzar. The temple of God was burnt
: and Jerusalem destroyed, and a multi-
) tude of the people carried away captive
into Babylon, the capital of the Chaldean kingdom.
This fearful judgment came upon them on account
of their sins, and God transferred the kingly power
on the earth into the hands of the Gentiles in the
person of Nebuchadnezzar, and the times.of the
Gentiles commenced. Lifted up with pride, he
forgot Him who had so highly exalted him, and as
he walked in his palace, spake and said, “Is not
this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom, by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majesty ?” And “while
the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a
voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchad-
nezzar, to thee it is spoken: The kingdom is de-
parted from thee,” &c. (Dan. iv. 30, 81). Smitten
by the Lord, his reason departed from him, and he
became an outcast. But later on the Lord restored
him in mercy both to health and to his kingdom,
and he extolled and honoured the King of heaven.
Succeeded by his grandson Belshazzar, the latter
totally ignored the ways of God with his pre-
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decessor, and lived in luxury, pleasure, and carnal
indulgences. At the height of his glory and pros-
perity he made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before them. Picture to
yourself, dear reader, this festive scene. A gor-
geous palace of vast dimensions, in the midst of a
city renowned throughout the earth for its im-
mense proportions, magnificence, and wealth. In
one of its vast halls, ornamented with columns,
sculpture, tracery, painting, executed by the most
skilled workmen and artists of the day that money
could command, is spread a royal banquet. Ten
thousand glittering lamps £ill this magnificent
apartment with -one vast blaze of light. A royal
throne of most costly workmanship, surmounted
with gorgeous canopy, occupies one end ; and hand-
some tables, with luxurious couches after oriental
fashion, stretch throughout; the former groaning
beneath the most splendid gold and silver orna-
ments and plate, lovely flowers and exoties, piles
of the most luscious fruits, wines of the choicest
vintages of Babylon, and multitudes of dishes con-
taining all the greatest delicacies of that fruitful
and preductive clime, and prepared with the
utmost care to meet the refined tastes of ‘the
guests of so magnificent a monarch. And sur-
rounded with princes, princesses, and courtiers,
clad with royal robes, is seated the greatest poten-
tate of the earth, Belshazzar, king of Babylon ; and
reclining upon the couches surrounding the tables
-are a thousand of his lords, his wives, and his concu-
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bines, arrayed in costly robes of every hue suited
to this great occasion.

Mighty to drink wine, this impious king drank
before his thousand lords, and whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of
the temple of Jerusalem (Dan. v. 3); and the king
and his guests drank in them, and praised the
gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of
wood, and of stone. Excited by his potations,
Belshazzar openly insults the God of heaven in
the presence of his guests, and all follow his
wicked example. The holy vessels of the temple,
set apart for the worship of God, are brought down
to the level of man’s carnal festivities, and the
praise that is alone due to Him rendered to false
gods.

How strikingly this illustrates the way of masses
at the present moment! On all hands we see the
mixing up of the holy things of God with the
carnal ways and doings of men; Christendom re-
ducing Christianity to a worldly level, and making
the worship and service of God subservient to their
own self-pleasing; and Christ Himself displaced
in the heart by a thousand idols.

The men and women of this world, from the
king downwards, were having what the world calls
a good time of it at Belshazzar’s palace,—enjoying
themselves. God was left out altogether. There
was no fear of Him before their eyes. But little
did they think, that though they saw not the in-
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visible God, the invisible God saw them. The eye
of Him who had humbled the mighty king Nebu-
chadnezzar was fixed upon that guilty company.
The heart-knowing God was reading the deep
secret thoughts and intents of every soul, and at
the height of their carnal feastings and drunken
orgies the word of His righteous judgment went
forth. )

As that vast and notable assemblage drank their
bumpers of wine, and the whole hall reverberated
with praise to the false gods of gold, silver, brass,
iron, wood, and stone (which men were using with-
out God for their own enrichment and advance-
ment in this life), suddenly the king’s countenance
changes, his thoughts trouble him, the joints of his
loins are loosed, and his knees smite one against
another. Every eye turns for a moment upon him,
and wonder and amazement are depicted upon
every brow. The burst of praise dies away, and
the loud murmur of voices is suddenly hushed
altogether. Belshazzar, at whose word a kingdom
trembled ;—Belshazzar, the mightiest of earth’s
potentates, the great master of the eastern world ;—
Belshazzar, the worldly, carnal, impious king of
Babylon, trembles like an aspen leaf in the pre-
sence of his lords !

What is it that so suddenly caused this vast
change ? What is it that produced so great a re-
volution in a moment throughout that gay com-
pany of revellers? What is it that so suddenly
turns the boldest into cowards, and men who pro-
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bably had never known the fear of their fellow to
quail and blanch with terror and affricht? The
answer is simple: The word of God. Yes, reader,
God spoke. Not by a terrifying thunderclap, or
fearful lightning flash; but, “in the same hour
came forth the fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote
over against the candlestick upon the plaster of
the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the
part of the hand that wrote” (Dan. v. 5).

The fingers of a man’s hand. Only the fingers.
Why should the fingers of a man’s hand produce
such an effect? It is what those fingers wrote.
Four mysterious words. And over against the
candlestick ; probably the seven-branched golden
candlestick of which the temple of God had been
despoiled. It is a message from God, and written
over against that holy vessel which tells us that
the One who sent it 4s Light. A message from
God to Belshazzar; from the King of heaven to
the king of Babylon! A guilty conscience needs
no accuser,” men say. Thus was it with this man.
Not a syllable was uttered, not a sound was
heard; the mysterious fingers write mysterious
words ; and it is enough,—the greatest potentate
on earth, in the zenith of his glory, trembles like a
convicted felon from head to foot. )

Beloved reader, how is it with you? Maybe
you are one of many who, instead of glorifying
God, has brought down His holy things to the
level of your own carnal ways and pleasure. “The
wages of sin is death ” (Rom. vi. 28). The word of
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God arrested the guilty king of Babylon in his
career of sin, but, as we shall see, it was a message
of judgment. Has the word of God arrested your
conscience ? Blessed be His name, it is now a day
of abounding grace. And if you have been con-
victed by His word as a guilty and lost sinner in
the presence of God, it is not yet too late to escape
the threatened judgment. A free and full salva-
tion is offered now (Acts xxviii. 28).

Recovering himself from his first affright, the
guilty king cried aloud to bring in the wise men
of Babylon, promising high honours and rich re-
wards to any one who should read the writing, or
make known to him the interpretation. But all
their wisdom was unavailing. Not one could un-
derstand. Ah! poor sinner, 'tis vain to turn to the
wise of this world to interpret the word of God.
All the wisdom of the schools, however valuable in
its place, is utterly at fault when God speaks,
“Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world ?” (1 Cor. i. 20). “The foolishness of God
is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is
stronger than men” (1 Cor. i. 25). “Cease ye
from man ” (Isa. ii. 22); for “the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned” (1 Cor. ii. 13). Seeing the discomfiture
of his servants, then was King Belshazzar greatly
troubled, and his countenance was changed in him,
and his lords were astonied (Dan. v. 9). And how
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many like him have turned in vain to the help of
men around them, when brought face to face with
God and His word, only to sink into still deeper
trouble of soul !

But there was one in the palace who shewed
greater wisdom than the rest at this critical mo-
ment, and that was the queen. Apparently she
was not present at the feast, but, “ by reason of the
words of the king and his lords, came into the
banquet house; and the queen spake, and said, O
king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: there is
o man in thy kingdom in whom is the spirit of
the holy gods; and in the days of thy father,
light and understanding, and wisdom, like the
wisdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the
king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say,
thy father, made master of the magicians, astro-
logers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; forasmuch as
an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and under-
standing, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of
hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were
found in the same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar : now let Daniel be called, and he will
shew the interpretation.”

And, beloved, reader, if your conscience is
troubled by the word of God on account of your
guilty and lost condition, and you are trembling
at the thought of judgment to come, it is our joy
to tell you too that there is a Mam in whom
heavenly light, perfect understanding, and divine
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wisdom are found; @« Man of an excellent spirit
above all others, who can settle at once all your
difficulties, dissolve all your doubts; yes, and blot
out all your sims. It is the Man Christ Jesus, the
Son of God, who died upon the cross, was buried
in the grave, but is now risen, and exalted in the
glory above. Now, let Jesus (so to speak) be
called. Come face to face with Him. The wisest
of men after the flesh cannot interpret to you the
meaning of the Word of God, or give you the rest
of conscience, and the peace of heart you want.
But here is a Man that can do it all. Sooner or
later you must have to do with Him ; then why
not now ¢ “This Man receiveth simmers.” You
are one; come to Him now, and He will receive
you, and never, never cast you out (John vi. 37).
“Then was Daniel brought in before the king.”
And Belshazzar, having told bim that which he had
heard concerning him, promised him rich rewards
if he could read the writing, and make known to
him the interpretation. “Then Daniel answered
and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thy-
self, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will
read the writing unto the king, and make known
to him the interpretation. O thou king, the most
high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a king-
dom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: and for
the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations,
and languages, trembled and feared before him:
whom he would he slew, and whom he would he
kept alive, and whom he would he set up, and
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whom he would he put down. But when his heart
was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he
was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took
his glory from him: and he was driven from the
sons of men; and his heart was made like the
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses:
they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of heaven ; il he knew that
the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men,
and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.
And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled
thine heart, though thow knewest all thes; but hast
lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and
they have brought the vessels of his house before
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou
hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass,
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor
know : and the God in whose hand thy breath is,
and whose are all thy ways, hast thow not glori-
fied” (Dan. v. 17-23).

Thus God brought this impious king face to face
with His faithful servant and prophet, who boldly
rebukes him for his sin, reminding him of God’s
ways with his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, and of
the judgment that had fallen upon him, &c., so that
Belshazzar was without excuse. “And thou his
son, O Belshazzar,” said he, “hast not humbled
thine heart, though thow knewest oll this” And
again, “The God in whose hand thy breath is, and
whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.”
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And again, dear reader, in the face of this solemn
announcement, we appeal to you. If Belshazzar
was without excuse, how about you? You who
have God’s open Word. You who have read it
from your infancy, and are intimate both with His
ways in judgment and in grace. You who have
been brought up in this favoured land, where light
and truth are disseminated broadecast. You who,
unlike this poor idolater, boast, it may be, that you
belong to a Christian country, and have been
brought up in the Christian religion. Hawve you
humbled your heart, you who know so much?
Have yow glorified the God in whose hand your
breath is, and whose are all thy ways? How do
you reply? Can you heartily say “ Yes”? Or
does it not all condemn you, and conviet you of
your shortcomings and sin in His sight? Be wise
in time. You have to do with God,—the living
God.” Meet Him you must. You cannot say you
have glorified Him. Oh, humble yourself then in
His sight. Plead guilty at His bar. Confess your
lost and hell-deserving condition, and there is
merey still awaiting you,—mercy and boundless
grace.

As to Belshazzar, his hour was come. Judgment
had gone forth from an insulted God. But for
you, even though men spat in the face of His Son
and crucified Him, grace is still reigning, and
judgment is still withheld. But take heed how
you trifle with His grace, lest His wrath should
overtake you.
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Next we read, “Then was the part of the hand
sent from him; and this writing was written.
And this is the writing that was written, MENE,
MeNE, TEREL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpreta-
tion of the thing: Mene; God hath numbered thy
kingdom, and finished it. Tekel; Thou art weighed
in the balances, and art found wanting. Peres;
Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes
and Persians” (Dan. v. 24-28).

Judgment had gone forth against earth’s
mightiest potentate. God’s thoughts about him
and his kingdom, his sins, and his judgment, are
all pronounced in that short mysterious sentence
of four words. The great Belshazzar, hitherto
acting according to his own will, is now brought
face to face with One far mightier than himself.
The greatest of monarchs in his day, he has to
learn that he is responsible to God. All he had he
owed to Him ; his position, his power, his glory,
his kingdom, his wealth ; but, like his predecessor,
he glorified himself in it all. Growing bold in
his forgetfulness of God, he insulted the Divine
Majesty, and the stroke of richly merited judg-
ment fell at last. The eye of God had followed
guilty Belshazzar; He had numbered his kingdom,
and its end had come. He who, weighed in human
balances, was the glory of the Babylonian people,
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary of God
was found wanting. His death-knell is sounded;
Belshazzar and his kingdom are about to come
down with an awful crash, making manifest the
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vanity of all human glory and greatness. His
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and
Persians. '

Belshazzar’s last recorded act is to reward Daniel
with gifts, whose paltry value he had learnt in the
presence of God; and in that same night the mighty
king of the Chaldeans was slain, and Darius the
Median took the kingdom (Dan. v. 29-31).

Beloved reader, again we appeal to you, and be-
seech you to weigh these momentous events. His-
tory repeats itself. Tens of thousands ave living
without God, seeking their own ease, pleasure, and
aggrandisement. The glory of God is treated as a
thing of nought. Self is the predominant ruling
principle that governs the natural heart of man.
And not only so, but the precious holy things of
God are dragged down in man’s self-will, to suit
his own tastes, and please his own senses. Who
can deny that it is so, that compares the general
state of Christendom with the Word of God?
Man and his meddling are stamped more or less
upon the whole thing. Ecclesiastical corruption
increases and abounds. This will be moral Baby-
lon in its last phase. Man may not bow down
within this sphere to the gods of gold, silver, brass,
iron, wood, and stone ; but how many bow in heart
to these things themselves? How many hearts are
practically worshipping those objects which make
men rich ?

And God has numbered the days of this evil,
although it is not revealed to men. Christendom
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has been weighed in the balances, and found want-
ing. Behold, the Judge standeth before the door,
ready tojudge (James v. 9; 1 Peter iv. 5). But judg-
ment is His strange work, hence in long-suffering
He lingers over Christendom and the world.
Grace reigns through righteousness and abounds.
Belshazzar was guilty, and judgment took its
course. Christendom is guilty, but judgment is
delayed, and grace flows. Sinner, beware, and bow
now ere it be too late. Professor, beware, and see
that you have something more than your profes-
~sion. Judgment, deserved by men, has been borne
by Christ, and is gone for ever for every one that
believeth. God has provided a Saviour in the Son
of His Iove. Once for all upon Calvary’s cross He
was judged on our behalf. God hath made Him to
be sin for us who knew no sin (2 Cor. v. 21).
Dare you pass by the cross, and risk the judgment
of God? Where will you flee in the day of His
wrath ?

The Saviour who died, whose precious blood was
shed, is in glory now. God has highly exalted the
Man who glorified Him. Zhere is a Man, even
Jesus, presented as the object of faith to all, the
Saviour of sinners. Believe on Him and thou
shalt be saved, for there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be
(Acts iv. 12). Sinner, professor, all have been
weighed and found wanting. None but Christ
could meet the claims of God. He Aas met them.
God, glorified by His Son, offers free and full sal-
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vation to all. Will you accept it? Without it
judgment will surely overtake you. Come, then,
to the Saviour now while you may. “To him
give all the prophets witness, that, through his
name, whosoever believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins” (Aets x. 43). And again,
“ Whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John iii. 16). Be de-
cided. Christ is all. To live without Him is to
die without Him, and to perish eternally without
Him. Accept Him, follow Him, and wait for Him,
and glory with Him shall be your eternal portion.
E. H. C.
———Ce——

GUILT MET BY GRACE.

meet one another; when a gullty sinner
meets a gracious Saviour. The sure
result is blessing. It is as true that He
is gracious as that we are guilty,—guilty
by practice and sinful by nature,—but
true likewise, that grace, on His part, answers to
guilt on ours, as the healing balm the disease it
cures. Grace balances and outweighs the guilt,
and finds its delight in taking by surprise the soul
that is trembling on account of sin, and fearing
the blow of offended justice.

But the great thing is to feel your guilt—deeply
—truly—adequately !
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Of what possible value is the balm to him who
feels not his disorder? The full soul loathes the
honeycomb, and the proud heart despises salvation.
The sick stomach rejects the food that fattens the
healthy.

Have you felt your disorder? have you dis-
covered that sin has thrown you into mortal sick-
ness, from which neither yourself nor any other
soul-doctor can possibly cure you ?

A grand discovery that, if made in time!
Appalling, if only made in eternity. Now, a balm
is found ; then, none! Now, a Saviour; then, a
hopeless endless doom ! Now, grace; then, a state
of fixed and unalterable woe !

Make that discovery now ! Let the light of the
Word of God shine into your soul, and reveal to
you, friend, the fact of your state. Instead of
being pure, your heart is “deceitful,”—not good,
but “ desperately wicked.” Instead of your works
being right, they are either “bad” or “dead,’—
morally bad and religiously dead; so that, in fact,
you are but a sinner at best,—what at worst ?

The truth is, friend, you are guilty,—and guilty
before God; guilty, of sins innumerable, and
responsible for every one of them! Terrible!

Now, I was thinking the other morning what
a wonderful and suited Saviour we find in the
blessed Lord Jesus, how full of grace He was, and
how full of grace He is still. What He was, He
is! We can sit at His feet, and learn the stories
of His grace when He trod the earth all weary and
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alone ; we can place ourselves beside His cross, and
witness the thief being wrenched from the lion’s
grip, and taken by Jesus to paradise; and we can
go outside Damascus, and see converted, in his
career of unparalleled evil, Saul of Tarsus, the chief
sinner, :
We enter the house of Simon the Pharisee, and
look on his costly entertainment. We can detect
the smile of self-satisfaction as he prides himself
on having the Master for a guest. His house and
his board are thrown open to the Teacher. All
proper, but that smile suddenly gives place to the
frown of disdain, as he beholds the hand of grace
held out to forgive a woman of the city who was
a sinner, who had, forsooth, defiled by her presence
the sanctity of his self-righteous threshold! But
this sinner—this notorious sinner—had for her
Master what Simon had not. What confession of
sin had Simon, what sense of his condition ?
None. She brought no beast of the forest nor
cattle of the hill, no fowl of the mountain nor
wild beast of the field, no costly oblation to cover
the altar; but she came with tears, and sorrow,
guilt, and sin, to call upon Him in this the day of
her trouble, her repentance, and her salvation.
She came with her enormous debt of five hundred
pence, in the confession that she had nothing,
absolutely nothing, to pay, thus placing herself at
the mercy of her Creditor. And how did He act ?
Justice could fairly demand the punishment of
this insolvent, but, when she had nothing to pay,
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He frankly forgave her. - He was at liberty to do so
His frank forgiveness answered theflood of her tears.
His grace outweighed her guilt. Happy meeting!

Oh! that souls would but learn the relation
between guilt on their part and grace on Christ’s.

And so this poor woman passed away from
Simon’s house, her ear charmed by the Master’s
triple announcement: “ Thy sins are forgiven;”
“Thy faith hath saved thee;” “Go in peace.”

He—the lowly Man of Sorrows—who yet had
power on earth to forgive sins, displayed His
saving grace to her.

Nor less, indeed, when on the cross. At His
side hung the thief. He, too, feeling his guilt,
gave expression to his repentance by rebuking his
fellow. The fear of God had taken possession of
his soul, he judged himself guilty ; he turned to the
Lord, he was met by perfect grace,—this blasphe-
mous thief!—and was accordingly welcomed to
paradise that very day.

You know the story! But what an illustration
it is of the matchless grace of the blessed Lord !
Grace 'changed the debtor’s prison to liberty, and
now, grace changes the thief’s hell to heaven;
grace made the infinite difference in both cases.

Again, outside Damascus the proud persecutor
of Christ’s people lies blinded by a ray from the
glory, whence, too, he hears a voice eonvicting him
of sin,—yes, sin the darkest, deepest, that man had
yet committed. There lay this religious bigot,
wedded, as he had been, to a system, divinely
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founded indeed, but having now only the shell,
the external form, the lifeless carcase, and, yet,
only the more formally zealous, so as to com-
pensate for the loss of power,—there lay the
champion of Judaism listening, perforce, to a voice
from heaven, which called him by name and de-
tailed his guilt. Bewildered, he replied, “ Who art
thou, Lord ?” And he was answered by lips of
love, saying, “I am Jesus,”—lips that framed the
word of balm and of salvation to meet the need of
this guilty one. “I am the Saviour, though now
in glory,—unchanged and unchanging,—my name
is Jesus.” All well. Perfectly intelligible. Guilt
met by grace, and so Paul can say, “ This is a faith-
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. i 15). He under-
stood the plan that love devised, the work that
Christ accomplished, and the salvation that grace
presented. And so Christ is in glory what He was
on Calvary, and on Calvary what He was on earth,
and vice versd.

If you know what He was, you know what He is.

Do you know Him ? If not, “acquaint thyself
now with him, and be at peace; thereby good shall
come unto thee ” (Job xxii. 21). It is just because
people don’t know Him that they distrust Him,
and remain in sin, guilt, misery, and eventually
find themselves excluded from Him for ever, where
grace can never come, nor the rays of mercy shine.

Be wise, dear reader, and “ acquaint now thyself
with him.” J. W. 8.
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«I CANNOT BEAR THAT GREAT LIGHT.”

72w ITTLE A was not yet five years old,
IMQZ.  but young as she was the depravity of
the heart of man could be traced in her.
Man’s desire is to get away from God,
and keep away from Him. So in
the case of little A——, she could not
bear the thought of the Lord’s coming, and when
it was mentioned to her, she would ery and say, “I
would rather stay here!” and would not leave this
and that thing -which she valued. She was content
with things down here; and, more than that, she
was content with herself. Why was this? Because
the light had not shone in so as to expose every-
thing in true colours to her. She would not admit
that she was a sinner; she did not think she
needed a Saviour. She knew Christ died for sim-
ners, but was not conscious of her need. Those
who loved her tried to make her see her unfitness
for God’s presence, and that sooner or later she
must be there exposed to the all-seeing eye of God,
who is light.

The Lord in His merey brought this dear little
one into the light of His presence at an early
age, and she discovered that she could not as she
was be there in peace. She had gone to bed and
to sleep, but soon woke.up with the thought that
the Lord was coming, and was in the greatest dis-
tress and anxiety of mind. Her father and mother
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went to her, thankful that she had been aroused
to a sense of her state before God, manifested by
her expression, “I cannot bear that great light.”
Those were her words in the midst of her sobs.
The light which is “above the brightness of the
sun” had shone on her, exposing everything that
could pass well enough in the darkness, and even
appear nice to her. But God loved her, and was
about to make Himself known to her in His
character of love too. Her parents spoke of the
One she could not bear to see as their best Friend,
—the One who loved them, and gave Himself for
them. Hehad come down here to bleed on the cross,
and die for sinners such as they were. They told
her that He loved her too, and wanted her to be
in His presence in perfect peace; and in virtue of
what Christ had done on the cross of Calvary, she
could be perfectly happy there. She was satisfied.
" She realised that the One who is “light, and in
him is no darkness at all,” loved her, and she had
peace. Soon after she went to sleep,—mno fear or
dread ; the perfect love of God had cast it out.
About eighteen months has passed since, but
_ there is no cloud and no fear in the presence of
“that great light.” She can, instead, shew forth
the praises of Him who has called her out of dark-
ness into His marvellous light, and speak of the
Lord’s coming with peace and joy. 8. G.
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THOUGHT-READING AND MIND-
REVEALING.

> ECENTLY a gentleman called upon me
£ "«:, for some information from “ Bradshaw’s

Q‘ Railway Guide,” and, when he had
" obtained it, introduced himself as a
great “ thought-reader and “mind-

“ revealer.” He told me he could, blind-
folded, read anybody’s thoughts and reveal their
mind, under certain circumstances, and had that
day successfully read the thoughts of several
ladies where he was staying.

“ Can you tell me, sir, what I am thinking about
just now ¢ " T asked.

“No,” he replied, “I cannot do that straight off,
but must have a medium, and you would have to
think of some object quite unknown to me, which
I should, when blindfolded, lead you exactly to.”

“Where,” I inquired, “do you get your power?
Is it from Satan, who wants you to be miserable in
hell for ever? or is it from God, who wishes you
to be happy in heaven throughout all eternity ?”

“No,” he said, “not that,; but I have absolutely
to ignore myself, and to become as the person is
whose thoughts I am reading at the time, and
think precisely as that person thinks!”

“But, look here,” I remarked, “ I know a Person
who can read all the thoughts of everybody straight
B
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off, without the slightest difficulty, under every cir-
cumstance, at any time, and who, in doing so, has
not to change Himself in the least!”

“Indeed,” said he, with astonishment, “is he
alive 27

“Yes,” I added, “He is indeed alive, and is my
best Friend!” :

“Really,” observed the gentleman, “but that is
very extraordinary !’

“Yes,” I further added, “ He was once dead, but
He is now alive again; and He has said, ‘I am he
that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive
for evermore; and have the keys of hell and of
death! Of Him it is also written, ‘Behold, he
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,
and they also which pierced him’” (Rev. i. 7, 18).

“Oh, I see,” he remarked, “and I think I know
now whom you mean; but excuse me, I must be
going, as my friends will be waiting for me.”

“Just wait a minute, please,” I requested. “Do you
know that that blessed Person, who is now sitting on
His Father’s throne inglory,is reading your thoughts
and mine at this very moment, that He has all
men’s hearts in His hand, and that He knows the
thoughts and intents of the heart? Stop! do not
go just for one moment, I beseech you, as I wish
to tell you, sir, what I had on my mind just now
when I asked you to reveal it. I had two scrip-
tures, which are these,—‘ 41l have sinned and come
short of the glory of God;” and, ‘ The blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” Do you
believe these scriptures ?”
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“Well,” he answered, “I think I do; but I must
now really go!”

“Well,” I finally added, as he was leaving, “that
Person I speak of knows not only your thoughts
and mine at this very moment, but He knows
whether we are real, and mean what we say.”

The results of such an interview as this, my
reader, we leave with God, who alone, in this
day of His salvation, reads thoughts, reveals
minds, searches hearts, and makes bare consciences
for BLESSING; but who will, ere long, bring every
thought into judgment, having said, “Judge
nothing before the time, until the Lord come,
who both will bring to light the hidden things of
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels
of the hearts” (1 Cor. iv. 5).

One man professes to reveal the thoughts of
another. Man himself will not adways disclose his
own thoughts, and I believe the devil never makes
known his thoughts to any one, as he always works
behind false colours to deceive. But what a mar-
vel of marvels it is that God, who is light, as well
as love, has been pleased so fully to make known
His thoughts to poor fallen man, for His own glory
and our souls’ eternal blessing! What so sadly
hinders people from being saved, is that they are
guided by THEIR OWN THOUGHTS about themselves,
and about God, instead of by Gop’s THOUGHTS.
They think God isnot so good as He says He is, and
that they are not so bad as God says they are.
The last thing a person is willing to do, is to give
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up his preconceived thoughts and take God at His
word, pure and simple. A most striking exempli-
fication of this is to be seen in “Naaman the
Syrian,” who was a leper. God’s thoughts toward
Naaman, by his prophet Elisha, were, “ Go and wash
in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean” (2 Kings
v. 10). Could anything have been more simple?
Impossible! But Naaman had his own opinion
about the matter, and went away in a rage, and
unblessed, as so very many now do from the truth:
of God. Naaman said, “Behold, I THOUGHT, He will
surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the
name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over
the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel 2” (vers. 11, 12)

Naaman’s thoughts led him away from blessing.
He must be connected with Jordan, the figure of
death, to get the blessing. - And note, when he
gave up his own hindering and obstructing
thoughts, went DowN, and dipped himself seven
times in Jordam, according to the saying of the man
of God, his flesh came again like unto the flesh of
a little child, and he was clean (verse 14). If this
captain of the host of the king of Syria, mighty man
of valour, so great with his master, and honourable,
had not given up his own thoughts, he must have
died a leper. It is as true to-day, friend. Are not
people saying ? (and they think it first 1) “Oh, I am
as good as my neighbour; I am doing my best; I
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say my prayers, pay my way, feed the poor, have
my name well up on the subseription list, go very
regularly indeed to the means of grace, and hope to
get to heaven at last, having as good a chance as any-
body -else.” But God says, “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done” (Titus iii. 5);
“All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa.
Ixiv. 6); “ By grace are ye saved through faith”
(Eph. ij. 8); “He that believeth on me hath ever-
lasting life ” (John vi. 47).

For leprous souls—as all are by nature—there is
no approach to a holy God apart from the atoning
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, who died the just
for the unjust to bring us unto God,—i.e., those who,
as leprous sinners, receive Him as their Saviour.
Have gyou, reader, been thus brought nigh to God ?

Just look at the case of Belshazzar for one
moment. What caused that mighty king’s thoughts
to trouble him, and make his knees smite one against
another ¢ It was that God’s thoughts were being
revealed to him, which were these, “Thou art
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.”
And what followed ? “In that night was Belshaz-
zar the king of the Chaldeans slain ” (Dan. v. 27, 80).

Were you, dear reader, now to be weighed up in
God’s balances, what would the result be? Just
this,—if without Christ, you would sink into
hell ; but if you possessed that blessed Saviour, you
would rise to where He is.

Take friendly warning, dear unsaved soul, I
beseech you, for God may soon have to say to you,
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“ Thou fool, this night #hy soul shall be required
of thee” (Luke xii. 20).

Before laying down this paper will you read one
or two more things God says about “ thoughts ” ¢—
“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thowghts of his heart was only evil continually”
(Gen. vi. 5). “The thought of foolishness is sin”
(Prov. xxiv. 9). “The Lord knoweth the thoughts
of man, that they are vanity ” (Psa. xciv. 11). “God
isnot in all his thoughts” (Psa. x. 4). “Seek ye
the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near: let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man HIS THOUGHTS:
and LET HIM RETURN UNTO THE LORD, AND HE
WILL HAVE MERCY UPON HIM; AND TO OUR GOD,
FOR HE WILL ABUNDANTLY PARDON. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts” (Isa. Iv. 6-9).

Paul said of his. unconverted days, “1 verily
thought with myself, that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus Christ.
Which things I also did” (Acts xxvi. 9, 10). How
entirely opposite are God’s thoughts towards man:.
“I know the thoughts that I think towards you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an end and expectation ” (Jer. xxix. 11).

What thoughts have you, friend? Your own, or
God’'s? Which? ILN.
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THE STORY OF A SINNER’S
CONVERSION.

‘ "HERE is something intensely interesting
>, in the story of the conversion, and
eternal salvation of an immortal soul,
as there is also in the blessed way in
which God deals with a soul, and leads
it on until it knows Jesus—Jehovah-

Saviour—and ean say, “ He is mine, and I am his.”

The story related in John iv. is of such a charac-
ter, told as it is in touching simplicity, and reveal-
ing at the same time the perfect wisdom and the
perfect grace of the Good Shepherd, in His seeking,
and finding, and saving the lost sheep.

Jesus leaves Judea to go to Galilee, and must

" needs go through Samaria. He comes to a city of
Samaria called Sychar. “Now Jacob’s well was
there. Jesus therefore, being wearied  with his
journey, sat thus on the well : and it was about the
sixth hour.”

It was a wonderful sight that. Jesus was God
manifest in flesh, the incarnate Word, the Creator
and upholder of the universe; and yet He is there
a man, tired, hungry, and thirsty. He has pushed
on to that point, His disciples have gone away into
the city to buy meat, and He is left alone. And
why? He wants to have a meeting with a poor

sinner ; He wants to be alone with her; He desires
B2
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to reveal Himself as Messiah and salvation to her
soul. He has chosen this very hour,—the sixth
hour,—so that uninterruptedly He might converse
with her, and not cease until she leaves her “ water-
pot,” and goes to the men of the city and says,
“ Come, see a man which told me all things that ever
I did: is not this the Christ ?”

She comes to the well; she is alone; shame
prevents her waiting until the cool of the evening
when the maidens come to draw water; and in her
face can be seen the expression of dissatisfaction
and disappointment, for sin never satisfies, but
always disappoints,—it leaves an aching void in
the heart.

She comes to the well. Jesus is there before
her; He always is before the sinner who seeks
Him. God sought Adam, and so it has been ever
since. Jesus begins with the woman; it always is
the case, God is the beginner of any work in our
souls. God ever seeks the sinner ; reader, He is after
you, but to save you from eternal woe.

“ Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.” But
instead of giving Him to drink, she allows her old
Samaritan prejudices to hinder her doing so. Man
by nature has nothing for God, and in his heart
there is no disposition towards Him. But if the
poor woman will give Jesus no water, He will give
her some. “If thou knewest the gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink;
thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would
have given thee living water.” If prejudice
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hindered her from giving, love divine prompted
Him to speak to her of what she so much stood in
need of—¢the gift of God,” and “living water.”
He revealed to her the fact that God was a giving
God, and that He gave “living water,” that
quenched the soul’s thirst for ever.

But she does not understand the Good Shepherd
yet; she is still a stranger to the language of grace,
and is still occupied with her “ water-pot” and the
water of “ Jacob’s well.”

“ Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.”

Wonderful words! shewing as they do the in-
ability of all that the world can offer to quench
the thirst of the soul, or meet the need and cravings
of the heart. “ Thirst again,” can be written over
all the pleasures and pursuits of earth. Never
was man satisfied with themn, not even Solomon.
But God “gives” something that quenches the
thirst of the soul for ever, and connects the heart
with the great reservoir of blessing above ; it “shall
b3 in him a well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life.”

Beloved reader, do you thirst in your soul? If
so, God speaks to you of a gift, and that gift is
“living water,” which once drunk will slake your
thirst for eternity, and fill your heart with happi-
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ness and praise to God. Oh, drink of this water
of life! “Stoop down, and drink and live.” “Let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely ” (Rev. xxii.).

But marvellous is the ignorance of the poor
woman. Man cannot rise higher than himself.
Jesus has piped unto her the sweet notes of grace,
and she has not danced. She still is occupied with
Jacob’s well, and her natural thirst. “ Sir, give me
this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw.”

What was now to be done? Her conscience
must be awakened, the arrow of conviction must
dart in there, her whole life must come up and pass
in review before her. “Jesus saith unto her, Go,
call thy husband, and come hither.”

Dear reader, conscience-work is solemn. To be
consciously in the presence of One who knows all
about us is a solemn thing; but if He brings us
there, convicts us, lays all bare, passes all in review
before us, it is that we might know the blood that
cleanses, and the grace that saves.

The woman said, “I have no husband.” Jesus
said unto her, “ Thou hast well said, I have no
husband : for thou hast had five husbands; and he
whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that
saidst thou truly.” All is out now, the whole of
her filthy life ; it is seen in the light of His pre-
sence, who is light. She owns Jesus as a prophet;
that is, one who spoke on God’s part, and revealed
His mind. She now felt that she had to say to
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One who was speaking to her God’s thoughts about
herself, and she stands a convicted sinner in His
presence.

Oh, my reader, have you ever stood a convicted
sinner in the presence of an infinitely holy God ?
If so, you know somewhat of the feelings of this
poor woman’s soul at this nioment.

She now speaks of worshipping. Even a harlot
can talk about religion and worship. But, un-
saved sinners, be they harlots or church members,
cannot worship God, nor live religious. They are
alike away from God, all alike needing salvation.
Then the Saviour speaks, “Ye worship ye know
not what: we know what we -worship; for salva-
tion is of the Jews.”

Salvation! mark, my reader, that word salva-
tion. Do you know salvation? Are you saved?
Are you delivered from the wrath to come? If
not, you are away from God ; there never has been
a note of praise ascending up from your heart to
God ; for an unsaved sinner cannot worship ; heisin
danger of the wrath to come. What you need is
salvation, salvation for your soul, salvation from
your lost estate, salvation from the power of Satan,
salvation from an eternal hell. Do not pretend to
be a worshipper before you are sqved. Reverse the
order; be saved first, and then worship with your
whole being.

Mark now what follows. The woman says, “I
know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ:
when he is come, he will tell us all things.”
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What is the answer ? The answer brought that
Christ distinctly before her. The eyes of all, from
Adam down, had been taught to look for that
coming One, the seed of the woman, the Messiah,
the Christ of God. Jesus saith unto her, “I that
speak wnto thee am he.”

It was enough. God’s gift was before her, and
she received Him. The living water was there,
and she drank and lived. The Saviour of sinners
had revealed Himself to her, she believed and was
saved. The Messiah, the Christ of God, had come,
and without a question she accepted Him. “He
came to his own [the Jews], and his own received
him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name” (John i. 11, 12).

‘Who can tell the blessedness of that hour, when
that poor harlot-sinner emerged from darkness to
light,—passed from death unto life, and from a
state of prejudice and profound ignorance to the
knowledge of the Christ of God as the Saviour of
her soul? She was saved! Wondrous word, but
true! Grace divine had reached her through the
blessed Saviour, and saved her. She stood on
earth, beneath the eye of God, and before men, not
merely a reclaimed harlot, BUT A SAVED SINNER, &
monument of divine merey, a trophy of God’s grace.

Can she be silent? Ah, no; her heart was full
of her new-found joy, light divine illumes her
soul, her lips must speak the praise of the One who
had saved her.
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She leaves “her water-pot,” and goes into the
city, and said to the men, “ Come, see a man which
told me all things that ever I did: is not this the
Christ 27 Her lips confessed what her heart pos-
sessed.

Mark the effect. “Then they went out of the
city, and eame unto him.” “ Many of the Samari-
tans of that city believed on him for the saying of
the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever
I did” “They besought him that he would tarry
with them: and he abode there two days. And
many more believed because of his own word ; and
said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because
of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves,
and know that thisis indeed the Christ, the Saviour
of the world.”

Thus the poor woman was saved, and many of her
companions in'sin. What can notthe grace of God do?

Beloved reader, can you say in the light of
eternity, “ I have heard him myself, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world ?”
If so, let your lips and life testify what your heart
possesses.

“Sweet was the hour, O Lord, to Thee,
At Sychar’s lonely well,
When a poor outcast heard Thee there
Thy great salvation tell.

There Jacob’s erring daughter found
Those streams unknown before,
The water-brooks of life that make
The weary thirst no more.”
E. A.
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“HE DIED FOR ME ON THE TREE.”

% E died for me on the tree.” These were
\t  the precious words that fell from the -
lips of an old woman over ninety years
of age. She lived in the County
Donegal, and during a recent visit to
that portion of the North of Ireland I
first spoke to her on the subject of her soul’s
eternal destiny.

A dear Christian friend, who lived in the neigh-
bourhood, suggested some visiting before the even-
ing preaching, and to this I gladly assented.

Our path led to a mountain which commanded a
magnificent view of Lough Swilly reposing in un-
ruffled serenity under the beams of the noonday
sun. Well-cultivated fields of waving corn stretched
far away in the luxuriant valleys beneath, and the
entrancing beauty of the scene was such as to cause
one’s heart to praise the goodness of Him who
sendeth “rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, fill-
ing our hearts with food and gladness.”

After a delightful walk we halted opposite a
structure, built of stones loosely piled together.
Upon entering the solitary room of the habitation,
we found ourselves almost completely excluded
from the light of day. There were no windows to
admit the light, and it was a considerable time be-
fore I was able to discern, stretched upon a bed, the
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old woman we had come to see. The position of
the bed was readily ascertained by the sounds of
pain and suffering that escaped her lips, but at no
time during our stay were her features distinctly
visible. Sitting near the bed was her idiot son, a
man in middle life. It was reported he wished her
dead, and fears were entertained that he harboured
the idea of strangling her, under the supposition
that she had lived too long and was a burden to
the neighbours. I found her hearing defective, and
had to repeat in loud tones my question as to what
she rested on for eternal safety. When my words
were understood by her, the sounds of pain ceased
for a time, and, gathering her failing strength, she
said clearly, “The precious blood of Christ;” and
then with a vehemence that carried conviction to
our hearts she said, “ He died for me on the tree.”
Her painful breathing continued, only broken again
by occasional repetition of precious passages from
the Word of God.

How evident it was that heavenly light had
shone into her soul, although material darkness
reigned in her desolate home. .

We looked on one another for some time in
silence, pondering the wonderful ways of Him who
hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree. What a change of
circumstances, beloved reader, from the depths of
human poverty to the heights of exaltation in the
presence of Him who died for her on the tree.

And such will be the eternal portion of one thus
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simply resting her soul upon the finished work of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader, should death enter your chamber thig
night, and still the pulsations of life, would you enter
the blackness of darkness for ever,or into the light
of His presence? Can you now say, My sins are
under the blood ? Or are you, amid all the priceless
privileges that surround you, still neglecting the
great salvation provided by Him who gave His be-
loved Son to die on the tree for sinners such as you ?
The King of Terrors may assert his claim on thee
this night, and usher thee laden with all-thy sins into
an eternity of untold and awful despair. And doubt-
less the most bitter ingredient in thy cup of sorrow
there will be the conviction of the goodness of God
that would have led thee to repentance during thy
short sojourn on earth.

He who has raised from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the One who died on the tree, still waits in
long-suffering grace ; and “if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God has raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be sawved.”

“Hark! hark ! hark!
"Tis a message of mercy free ;

O sinner, thy many sins were dark,
But Jesus hath died for thee.

Haste ! haste ! haste !
Delay not from death to flee.
Oh, wherefore the moments in madness waste
When Jesus is calling thee?”
W. M. B.
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NONE BUT CHRIST.

{#¥ HRIST is the great theme of Scripture
from Genesis to Revelation, and the only
Saviour for sinners. “There is one God,
and one mediator between God and men,
the mam Christ Jesus; who gave himself
aransom for all (1 Tim. ii. 5, 6). Every
writer points to Him, and to Him alone. “I, even
I, am the Lord; and besides me there is no saviour”
(Isa. xliii. 11). No sooner had sin entered, than we
read in the first book of Moses that the Lord God
tells of One who should bruise the serpent’s head
(Gen. iii. 15). Abel's firstlings of the flock;
Noah's ark; Abraham’s son Isaac, bound on the
altar on Mount Moriah; Joseph rejected and
exalted—all point to Christ. The blood of the
paschal lamb ; the deliverance of Israel at the Red
Sea; the sacrifices under the law,—all tell of the
death of Christ. :
The writings of the psalmist David abound with
allusions to the coming Saviour. Prophet after
prophet tells of the sufferings, and sounds forth the
glories, of the great Redeemer. The Old Testament
abounds with type, figure, shadow, illustration,
pointing to Christ. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John alike present Jesus, the only Saviour, in the
varied glories of His Person, and tell of His finished
work upon the cross. All the apostles proclaim
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the glad tidings of salvation through and in this
same Blessed One, once erucified, dead, and buried,
but now risen and glorified in the heaven above.
Their writings testify to the perfection of His sacri-
fice ; that His finished work is the alone ground of
salvation; and that He ¢s all (Col. iii. 11).

Above all, the Father saith from the excellent
glory, “ This is my beloved Son; hear him” (Luke
ix. 35). The Son Himself said on earth, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life” (John xiv. 6).
The Holy Ghost witnesseth to His exaltation in
glory as a Prince and a Saviour (Acts v. 31, 32),

Wherever we turn, in short, in the Word of God,
both His testimony and that of His servants is to
the Person and work of His Son, the only Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Beloved reader, what think you of Him? Strange
that so many thousands should seek salvation by so
many plans of their own or their fellows” devising,
or, at most, add Christ as a kind of makeweight to
their own righteousness, in the face of so full a tes-
timony from God’s own Word.

The writer was travelling in the train when a
respectable-looking woman began telling another
that she was on board a certain steamer when a
sailing vessel collided with it, and that her master,
mistress, and three children, besides a large number
of others, were drowned, and added that she herself
sank twice beneath the surface of the waters, when
a man caught hold of her and saved her life.
When asked what her title was to heaven, if she
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had been drowned, she replied, with the greatest
self-confidence, “ I mever did any one any harm,
and I often go to church.” 1t seems almost incredible
that there should be such sheer ignorance of the
way of salvation in this land of Bibles. And what
must we think of the teaching of the church that
she attended that she had not learnt better than
that! He replied by telling her that she must have
another and a better title, and endeavoured to shew
her God’s simple and blessed way of salvation, as
illustrated in her own preservation from drowning ;
that just as she was saved from death by the strong
grasp of the man who, at the risk of his own life,
drew her out of the water, so the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, had descended to the depths of
Calvary’s cross, not only at the risk, but at the
cost, of His own life, to save poor, perishing sinners,
and that by simply trusting Him, He would save
her.

Perishing in a watery grave, and unable to rescue
herself, this woman needed a saviour. And perish-
ing in your sins, you, too, need a Saviour, sinner,
and Christ Jesus is the Saviour you need. “ There
is one God and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a
rangsom for all” (1 Tim.ii. 5,6). Have you believed
on Him? God points yow to Christ. Moses, the
Pealmist, the prophets, point you to Christ. The
evangelists point you to Christ. The apostles point
you to Christ. We point you to Christ. Christ
Himself says, “ Come unto me” (Matt. xi. 28).
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Eternity is at your door. Death stares you in
the face ; judgment rests upon you; the world lying
in the wicked one is all around you. Sin is on you,
has dominion over you, and comes from you. A
lifelong’s sins in thought, word, and deed are laid to
your charge. Your own heart condemns you ; your
own conscience accuses you. And you have to meet
God. Well, what are you going to do? If you
meet Him a sinner in your sins, you will perish
everlastingly. If you seek to remedy the past by
reformation in the present, you will prove no better
than a whited sepulchre. But if you cease from
your own vain efforts to better the flesh, and believe
on God’s dear Son, you shall be saved (Acts xvi. 31).
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners” (1 Tim. i 15). It is Christ, dear
soul, that you need ; yes, Christ, and Christ alone.

And not only does every writer in Secripture
point to Christ, but every sinner that has received
blessing, or ever will, receives it through Him.
From Genesis to Malachi, many believed the pro-
mises of God concerning the Blessed One to come,
and were accounted righteous by God. The New.
Testament gives us abundant instances of faith in
Him. Simeon took Him in his arms as a babe,
and rejoiced in God’s salvation. Anna spake of
Him to all who looked for redemption in Jeru-
salem. Peter confessed Him as the Christ, the Son
of the living God (Matt. xvi. 16). The dying thief
confessed Him as Lord. Thomas says, “ My Lord
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and my God.” Paul preached Him as the Son of
God. And we might bring forward numberless
instances of blessing and salvation through His
peerlessname. Never was self-judged sinner refused
by Him. “Anyman,” “ whosoever,” were the preci-
ous words which fell from thelips of the Son of the
Blessed, inviting all to come with confidence to
Him. And whether the soul or the body, He healed,
and healed perfectly, all who came. Will you then
come to Him ?

What is it that keeps you back? Do you still
think you must be better first? If you tarry
till you are better, you will never come at all. Do
you think you are too great a sinner? Saul of
Tarsus was the chief, and Christ saved him. Do
you think this salvation is too cheap? Too cheap!
It cost the life of God’s Beloved Son. That is why
it is costless to you. Do you think the plan too
easy ? Too easy! Why, if a single difficulty had
been left, all must have missed it altogether. Do
you think it seems too good to be true? That just
brings out the marvellous grace of the blessed
Saviour-God, whose salvation it is. It is provided
just to suit the need of sinners, who richly deserve
the lake of fire. Christ did the whole work, and
God presents Christ to you. Receive Him by faith,
and you are saved ; die without Him, and you will
be damned.

And in this blessed Christ of God every precious
treasure is to be found. We may compare Him to
a golden casket filled with precious jewels. In pos- -



50 THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

sessing the casket, you possess the contents. Having
Christ, we have every spiritual blessing (Eph.
i. 8). Everything a soul can possibly need is to
be found in Him. Do you want forgiveness?
In Him we have forgiveness (Eph. i 7). Do
you want to be justified? We are justified in
Him. Do you want redemption? In Him we
have redemption. Do you want wisdom? Christ
“of God is made unto us wisdom.” Do you want
righteousness ?  Christ of God is made unto us
“righteousness.” Do you want sanctification ?
Christ of God is made unto us “sanctification ” (1
Cor. i. 30). Believe on Him, and all these blessings
are yours,—now, and for ever.
“’Tis a vast exhaustless treasure,
Saviour, we possess in Thee.” )
The work of Christ is a finished work, and a
perfect work. By it God has been glorified, His
righteousness vindicated, the claims of His holiness
maintained and satisfied, the curse of the law borne,
the question of sin settled, death’s sting removed,
the victory of the grave overcome. A living,
risen, ascended, glorified, seated, triumphant, coming
Saviour, is one witness thereto in heaven ; and the
Holy Ghost, as the present, personal, abiding Para-
clete, another witness on earth. Every lost sinner
who believes on the glorified One is henceforth and
for ever viewed of God in all the infinite value and
efficacy of the finished work, and all the favour of
that blessed, glorified Man, the Beloved (Eph. i. 6).
The whole blessing is yours, reader, when you
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believe. From one end to the other of His Word
God presents His Son as the object of faith in a
thousand different ways, using the simplest of
language and figures, that sinners may be blessed.
For instance, we read,—

“ Look unto me, and be ye saved” (Isa. xlv. 22).

“ Hear, and your soul shall live” (Isa. Iv. 3).

“Come unto me, . . . and I will give you
rest” (Matt. xi. 28).

“Take the water of life freely” (Rev. xxii. 17).

And yet, in the very face of these simplest pre-
sentations of the Gospel, man raises a thousand
difficulties of his own devising, instead of taking
the Lord simply at His word. How are you treat-
ing Him? On all hands we meet with those who
are talking of their religion, their righteousness,
their works, their frames, their feelings, their ex-
perience; but where is Christ in oll these? The
religion of thousands begins, continues, and ends
with themselves. Like the Pharisees and the
elder son in the Gospel of Luke,itis I, 1,1, I, 1, I,
from beginning to end,—morning, noon, and night.
Now Christianity is just the displacing of I by
Christ. As long as you are occupied with self, you
will assuredly lack peace and liberty of soul; but
the moment you look to Christ, and away from
self, peace with God is yours, and you are saved.
Therefore we would preach Christ unto you, the
Son of the living God, the only Saviour; for,
“ Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved ” (Acts iv. 12). E. H. C.
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“WINE FOR NOTHING.”

FEW months ago, I overheard a conver-
sation between two persons, one of
whom was telling the other of some-
thing he had read in the newspaper
that day how that in a certain place—
the name of which I do not remember

—an exciting accident had happened.

Early one morning a stream of dark liquid was
seen issuing from a gateway that led to a wine
merchant’s storechouse. Evidently a barrel had
burst, for the precious fluid was flowing freely.
Very soon a crowd collected, and many people
stooped down and drank of the wine as it flowed
down the gutter.

I did not pay much attention to what was said,
until I heard the words “stooped down,” and
immediately the following lines flashed across my
mind--

“I heard the voice of Jesus say,
Behold, 1 freely give
The living water ; thirsty one,
Stoop down and drink and live ;”

and I thought of that precious stream, which in
this day of grace is flowing world-wide, and of
which any one, who stoops down, may drink and be
satisfied. No one would have been able to drink
of that stream of wine unless he had stooped down,
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and so there must be a stooping on the part of the
proud sinner ere he can drink of the water of life.

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price ” (Isa. lv, 1).

“Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me and drink ” (John vii.
37).

There may have been some who could not get near
enough to drink of man’s unexpected stream of
wine; but God’s is for every one that thirsteth.
Are you thirsty, dear reader ? if so, stoop down and
you will not be sent away unsatisfied. But ere
you and I could drink of this stream the Rock had
to be smitten. “That Rock was Christ ” (1 Cor. x.
4). “He was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of
owr peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed ” (Isa. liii. 5).

Many come to the waters who want to get the
wine and milk without stooping, that is, they will
not own their guilty, lost condition, and so are
sent empty away.

Of course none would stoop to partake of that
supply, who had their own wine cellars stocked;
it was those who had no cellars, and who could not
afford to buy wine, who most gladly availed them-
selves of the unexpected treat; and so poor thirsty
souls, who know they have nothing worth offering
in exchange for God’s salvation, gladly accept it as
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a free gift, which it is. “The gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord ” (Rom.
vi. 23).
“Life is found a/one in Jesus,
Only there ’tis offered thee,
Offered without price or money,
"Tis the gift of God sent free ;
Take salvation,
Take it #ow and happy be.”

It is an “ unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. ix. 15),—the
gift of a Royal giver. Who would think of insult-
ing the Queen, by offering her a bundle of rags in
exchange for a royal gift? And yet souls dare
to come to God with their filthy rags of self-
righteousness (Isa. Ixiv. 6).

Some bring their ineffectual efforts to keep the
law,—ineffectual because man is incapable of
keeping it. “ The law is holy, and the command-
ment holy, and just, and good” (Rom. vii. 12), but
man is so utterly bad that it is impossible for him
to meet its requirements. The standard is perfect,
and therefore it is too high for man who is sunk
in sin,

The law seems to me like the stars, high above
our heads; the Gospel like the daisies, low down
within the grasp of the smallest child. We read
in the Word that “Jesus called a little child unto
him, and set him in the midst of them (the
disciples), and said, Except ye be converted and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore,
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shall Aumble himself as this little child, the same
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. xviii.
2-4).

“The law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ ” (John i. 17).

Grace is in direct contrast to.the law ; the law is,
as I said before, too high for man, but grace meets
him in his need, where he is, and he gets the
blessing by stooping down, owning that his
condition is what God in His Word declares it to
be. Rom. iii. 9-19 is the state of every child of
Adam, whether he or she believes it or not; and
when such an one says Amen to the truth, and
justifies God, God justifies him. Believing God is
justifying Him, “ Wisdom is justified of all her
children ” (Luke vii. 35). “All the people that
heard and the publicans (sinners) justified God, . . .
but the Pharisees and . lawyers (self-righteous)
rejected the counsel of God against themselves”
(Luke vii. 29, 30).

Dear reader, how is it with you ? have you heard
His word and believed, and so justified God, or are
you still rejecting to your own destruction ?

Numbers in that crowd stooped down for the
wine which satisfies not, and thought it worth
stooping for—will not you stoop for that which gives
eternal satisfaction and joy ?

The publican (Luke xviii.) justified God, owned
his sinnership not only with his lips, but in his
heart, and went down to his house justified. “ Every
one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
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that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke
xviii. 14), is the Lord’s comment.

One word of warning, ere I elose,—one word of
entreaty.

Remember how the rich man lifted up his eyes,
being in torments, and seeing Abraham afar off
begged him to send Lazarus to dip his finger in
water to cool his tongue (Luke xvi. 23, 24).

Sinner, be warned in time. Stoop now and drink
rather than suffer such intolerable anguish, when
the greatest pang, surely, will be the thought that
the water of life was offered to you and you
refused it. -

The Lord Jesus is still offering this water of
life; listen! “I will give unto him that is athirst
of the fountain of the water of life freely” (Rev.
xxi. 6). “ Whosoever will, let him ¢ake of the water
of life freely ” (Rev. xxii. 17). E L. C.

God is now acting in pure grace, .., irrespective
of what man is. Grace is love—the nature of God
—come into an evil world to work for the blessing
of the sinner. It is love under a new colour, acting
in an entirely new way. Moses could proclaim law,
Jesus alone could reveal grace, as He was full of

it—was in fact grace personified. How blessed to
confide in His grace! Nothing delights His heart
more than to be trusted out and out.

W.T. P. W,
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“JESUS OF NAZARETH PASSETH BY.”*

‘“ And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with
his diseiples, and a great multitude of people, blind Bartimeeus, the
son of Timseus, sat by the highway side begging, And when he
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say,
Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. And many charged
him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great
deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still,
and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man,
saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise ; he calleth thee. And he,
casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus
answered and sald unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I may receive my
sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way ; thy faith hath made
thee whole. [*‘ Saved thee "—margin.] Andimmediately he received
his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.”—MARK x. 46-52.

E frequently find in the Gospels inci-
)y dents which illustrate very fully the
way in which a sinner lays hold of
Christ. In this scripture we have a
lovely picture of a seeking Saviour,
and a seeking sinner, and how they
met. In the Gospel of St Luke we find the text
that is at the head of this paper, which was (as it
were) preached to this blind man. A very short
sermon! “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by!” And

* The interest with which many will read this article will be
enhanced by the knowledge that the beloved writer thereof will write
no more, On January 2nd, after a short but painful illness, he peace-
fully passed away to the eternal presence of his well-loved, and
faithfully served Master. Unsaved reader, and Christians too, let me
urge you to well weigh his words.—ED.

o
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had come to the turning point of his history; and
had that day passed, he never would have had his
eyes opened, for Jesus was then on His way to the
cross. And the difference between the Lord’s
journey on that day and now, is this,—He was on
His way to the cross, where He accomplished the
work of redemption, shed His precious blood, died,
and rose again; and, having finished His work
there, He is now on His way to the judgment, and
the glory!

It is because of that judgment, which must come,
that T would now urge on every unsaved soul who
may read these words, that which we find so
blessedly characterised Bartimeeus,—that is, prompt-
ness I—the deep necessity of seizing the present
moment, for it may never come again. How often
moments like this, in the history of souls, are
slighted, and they never return. “I shall have
plenty of opportunities; people do not often die as
young as I am.” Such like excuses are pleaded by
those who would proerastinate. But I would warn
you. There is one sin more terrible than any in a
man’s history, and that is his last! Souls float on
easily down the stream of time; they go quietly
out of the world, perhaps without any fear of hell.
Some are exercised, and for a time are in an
agony of conviction; but the many slight the
warning, the fond entreaty of the father, the
mother, or the friend, as to the solemn eternity
which lies beyond time; and it comes to a moment
when God says, as it were, “ Let him alone!” and
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his heart is hardened. It is a solemn, deeply
solemn thing, this hardening of the heart. And
the more solemn when we think of God doing se.
We have an example of this in Pharaoh. God
warned him in nine solemn judgments, and then,
as it were, gave him once chance more. Pharaoh
-did not yield his will to God; he hardened his
heart against God, and God hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he went to destruction.

In the face of such a fact, I would press on every
sinner the need of promptness in the matter of
salvation. The Lord is long-suffering; He waits
on His road to judgment, but at any moment the
day of grace may have closed.

We find it more difficult now than in the earlier
days of the Church to press the fact that at any
moment the Lord Jesus may come. The enemy of
Christ and His people has succeeded in almost
blotting out the hope of the Lord’s coming, a
truth held by all at the first. The Word of God
describes it as—“In a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye; the trumpet shall sound.” So sudden will
be the coming of the Lord for His own, and the
transit of the blood-bought throng from earth, and
the grave, to the Father’s house on high !

No figure of speech could give a more true idea
of the sudden,—to many, alas —unexpected action,
and yet Satan has almost succeeded in blotting out
this truth. But for this also Scripture has prepared
us. In Matt. xxiv. 48, we read, “ The evil servant
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming.”
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From his heart comes the thought. He is not
living as he would like his Lord to find him; his
heart is set on carthly things, and he does not
desire his Lord to come. To cover what his heart
says, he settles that there is much to be done before
the Lord can return,—the Jews have to be con-
verted, and such like things. Treat all such
theories as the voice of the evil servant. Nothing
has to happen before Christ may come jfor His
own; and with that event the day of grace closes
for all who have listened to the message of salva-
tion! The denial of this truth, which should have
such power in the conscience of the sinner, is
immense loss; but I press earnestly and affec-
tionately on you, and say, “Jesus of Nazareth
passeth by.” Will you allow Him to pass in the
day of grace, and meet Him in the day of judgment
for the first time,—like Pharaoh ¢

We find three kinds of blindness in the world.
There is physical blindness, like that of Bartimseus.
His sightless eyeballs never gazed upon the light of
the sun, as we may suppose. Then there is another
kind of blindness,—that of the mind, of which
Scripture also speaks,—soul blindness, which is of
the god of this world. “The god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not
[we read], lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them ” (2 Cor. iv. 4). Such see no beauty in
Jesus to desire Him. Fatal blindness, unless
removed ; the blinded one in such a case is “lost!”
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Then there is mental blinaness,—as we say, That
man is an idiot.

Bartimseus was blind, but “he heard that Jesus
passed by.” God’s resource for the blind sinner is
the “hearing of faith.” This was the avenue to his
soul. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Rom. x. 17). Remark the little
word “when” (v. 47). Bartimseus might have said :
—Here is a golden opportunity; I will get me a
harvest to-day from this multitude. Perhaps
crowds like this were not often to be seen on the
roadside between Jericho and Jerusalem. The
great multitude were following Jesus that day; He
had many followers, but few friends. Bartimsus
might reason thus:—I will speak to Jesus some
other time, and gather the silver coins to-day;
such an opportunity will not come again, and
Jesus may be met at any time. But he did not
reason thus. How many do so! I will give
myself to my gains now,—get rich, perhaps at
some craft that is not as it should be,—then I will
retire. I wish to be saved, but I must attend to
other things now, then I will look after my soul

But Bartimseus felt that the present was too
great an opportunity to lose, it might never come
again. “When” Jesus passed by he cried out. He
was in earnest, and his promptness to use the
moment was lovely to behold. It was his turning
point! Saints and sinners have all their turning
points. If he had missed his, the opportunity had
never come again. We boldly say this, for Jesus
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never did pass by that way again. He was on His
way for His last entry into the City of Solemnities,
—to Jerusalem, where, after a few days, He was
crucified. He was on the road to the cross that
day. He is on His road to the judgment now, and
the cross is past,—His work there is done.

But a man with a need in his heart will be
prompt, will be in earnest,—and “when” Jesus
was passing he cried out, “Son of David, have
mercy on me ™!

Have you, my reader, an unsatistied need in your
heart? This may meet the eyes of some whose
hearts Christ has satisfied; but I speak to those
whose hearts are still unsatisfied. Do such feel
their need? Then cry out, and Jesus will stop—
your cry of need will arrest His steps just where
you are at this moment. When was there a cry of
need which He refused on earth ? Will He refuse
the cry of need now that He is in His glory ? Will
He not stay His steps, as it were, as on that day,
and meet the need—fill the void of your heart ?

“ And Jesus stood still and commanded him to
be called.” In three of these gospels we have this
tale told in a different way. In Matt. xx. 32, it is
simply “ Jesus called.” This is the sovereign call
of mercy through grace. This belongs to God
alone. Then in Mark x. 49, it is Jesus “com-
manded him to be called.” This shows the instru-
mental call; of the preacher, for instance. What
a word for those who preach the Gospel—for the
_ ambassador of God’s grace. In Luke xviii. 40,
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Jesus “ commanded him to be brought wnto him.”
This was done by the earnest effectual guiding
hands of others. It encourages the believing wife
to bring her unbelieving husband under the sound
of the Gospel : the parent to bring his child: the
child the parent, if still unsaved. It is the earnest,
seeking, guiding hand and heart of some soul,
whose eyes have been opened, to bring those dear
to him—others, to hear the word of God’s grace.

Oh, the deadness of those who believe, in this
service! In many places “the Gospel” becomes,
through the inertness of Christians themselves, a
dead form. How often has the Lord answered the
faith of those who have brought others to hear the
word of grace preached, in saving the souls of
those who have been brought! It is sad, sad, in-
deed, to see the empty seats in many a meeting-
room, where an earnest preacher, who longs to
bring souls to Christ, finds that his heart is chilled
by the empty benches, and vacant listlessness of
those who are there.

“But many charged him that he should hold his
peace” (v. 48). They try to hinder his coming to
Christ. The devil always finds ready instruments
for this service. Those who labour beside one in
the factory, in the counting-house, &c., are ready
with their scoff for the anxious, seeking soul. But
there are many ways of hindering besides the open
taunt. I will tell you of one. Christians criticis-
ing the Gospel that is preached. I remember
reading of one case in point. A Christian lady

C2
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brought her unconverted husband to hear a
preaching of the Gospel. The servant of the Lord
who spoke that night was “no great preacher,” as
people say. On their way home she remarked the
failures—the poverty of the address; she was
pulling the whole thing to pieces, but on turning
to see why she got no response from her husband,
it was to see the tears coursing down his cheeks.
On asking him what was the matter, he replied—
“Ah, I found Christ to-night in that preaching,”
or such words. How condemning to her—for
what she derided was God’s instrument in saving
her husband’s soul; she—a Christian too! It was
God’s quickening word to the soul of her husband !
Oh, take care how you criticise the Word preached
in the ears of the unsaved! Christians are often
thus the greatest hinderers of the Gospel, by their
careless ways, their speech, their lack of wisdom.

In saying this it does not excuse the sinner in
the least ; he is responsible to come to Christ, and
God will hold him so. He does not come, because
his will is against God. In the judgment scene of
Matt. xxv,, it is the absence of good, not the com-
mission of evil, for which the sentence is passed.
“Ye did it not unto one of these my brethren,
. . . ye did it not to me.”

And “ Jesus stood still ;” and thus He waits on
you in grace, because “he delighteth in mercy.”
And Bartimsus, “ casting away his garment, arose
and came to Jesus.” How many things are allowed
to hinder the soul in coming to Jesus? Some
garment or other which must be cast aside
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Job was a righteous man—none like him in all
the earth. And Job wrapped his garment closely
around him, and it kept him from being fully in
the presence of God in heart and conscience. He
had to pass through deep trials—a history that
fills forty-two chapters in the Bible, all concerning
one man—before he would cast aside the garment
of his own righteousness. Righteousness was
really there, but he looked upon it as his own, and
it obscured the grace which had really produced it
in his ways. At the close of the book he cast it
aside, and abhorred himself, repenting in dust and
ashes. Then the Lord accepted Job!

Balaam had a garment too. He “loved the
wages of unrighteousness,” and he used the truth
of God against the people of God. He said, “ Let
me die the death of the righteous;” but he never
said, “ Let me live the life of the righteous.” His
garment clung to him till it was too late.

The young ruler, too, had one (Mark x.)—rich
and ardent—whom “Jesus loved.” He saw in him
the traces of man as he once had come out of the
hands of God, “ very good.” Much doubtless that
was lovely in nature was found in him. But his
“ great possessions ” were his garment. Jesus said
to him, “Go and sell that thou hast "—-cast aside
the hindering garment—and he went away grieved.
He could not part with his garment—he preferred
it to Christ. An anxious sinner, with a need in
his heart, never “ went away grieved” from Jesus.

Herod, too, had a secret garment; he loved hig
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lusts. John Baptist preached and reproved him.
For a time he gave up his sins: “ He did many
things, and heard him gladly.” The garment was
only laid aside for a time ; by-and-by he wrapped
himself in it—gave way to the desires of the flesh,
and ended in beheading John, who had told him
faithfully of his ways. Then at last he shook
hands with Pilate in condemning Jesus, and in the
solemn seene before the crucifixion, when he spoke
to Jesus (Luke xxiii}, “ he answered him nothing.”
His time was over—his heart was hardened ; Jesus
had no word for him.

Do I address an indifferent soul like Gallio,
“who cares for none of these things”? A garment
of indifferentism may cover your heart like his.
God has opened the very heavens, and sent down
its best treasure, that man might be blessed. Oh,
cast it not aside ; do not go on your way heedless
of the call of mercy, and still reject the Saviour.
You see I am pressing the sinner’s responsibility
upon you. If I were preaching the other side of
the Gospel, I would rather seek to unfold the heart
of God, and show you His love in the . gift of
Christ ; the perfectness too, of Jesus, in doing His
Father’s will; but I am seeking rather to press
your respongsibility to come to Him—to receive
Him—to cast from you whatever hinders your
coming as a lost one to the Saviour’s feet. You are
“lost,” “ dead ; ” your life is forfeited, but nothing
is asked of you.

And Bartimeeus, “casting away his garment,
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arose and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered,
and said unto him, “ What wilt thou that I should
do unto thee ?” Jesus expected nothing from him ;
and all actions on your part also, as on his, would
be working. But hear what Jesus says—“ What
wilt thou ?” Have you a desire? He who came
from heaven, died and rose, and went on high,
waits (as it were) to serve the poor sinner, who
comes as a suppliant to Him.

What is the request of Bartimesus? <« Lord,
that I might receive my sight.” And Luke (chap.
xviii.) tells us of the echoing reply from the heart
of God. “Receive thy sight; thy faith hath
saved thee.” Faint and tremulous was the request
of faith, but clear and blessed the response of the
Lord—the echo of heaven—*“Receive thy sight;
thy faith hath saved thee.” Not a doubt remains
—his eyes are opened, and he 4s saved.

Have you, reader, a need to bring to Him ? 'Will
you trust Him, and God’s heart will bless you to
the full. It was so with the poor prodigal (Luke
xv.); he asked a servant’s place, and the father’s
heart exceeded all his expectations; he kissed him
and received him as a son. It was more than the
echo of the desire: the answer of grace ever
exceeds the request of faith. It was so with the
thief on the cross. He asked a place in the

~ kingdom, but received one in paradise that day.

And Bartimsus opened his eyes, and the first
object before him was the Lord! The beauty of
the Lord was before him—the object for eternity.
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What will the joy of the most blessed saint be
throughout eternity ? Surely the same object—
Jesus! Jesus only! And “he followed Jesus in
the way.” It was then the way to the cross, now
it is the path of rejection to the glory. He is on
His way to the kingdom and glory. Then follow
Jesus in the way; suffer with Him ; true in heart
to Him in the day of His rejection, and when He
takes His place as “ King of Kings,” you shall
reign with Him ! F. G. P.

e A

MAN'S WISDOM MADE FOOLISH
BY GOD.

his companions were Walkmg In one of
the London parks, when their attention
was arrested by a crowd of people
gathered round a professed infidel, who
was trying to prove that the Bible was
not the Word of God, and that things stated
therein were not true. Having drawn near to
listen, they became much aroused by what they
heard, and earnestly discussed it together as they
walked home. Just as they turned away, a book
was put into their hands, which was written to
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endeavour to prove that there is no such place as
hell.

This so wrought upon G. A. S. that he could not
rest until he had searched the Scriptures for him-
self, and finding it to be a solemn reality, revealed
by God, he became intensely miserable. The
Spirit of God had overruled the infidel’s folly, to
awaken a poor perishing sinner to the awful danger
in which he stood with death, judgment, and the
lake of fire before him. What had hitherto been
looked at in a vague way as an uncertain and
distant future, now became a solemn and dreaded
reality. God had spoken to his soul, and made
foolish the natural wisdom of the poor devil-duped
and blinded infidel. The Word of God—God, who
cannot lie—told him there is a hell, the abode of
everlasting woe; and of all who go there, that
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched
(Jude 7, 13; Mark ix. 44, 46, 48).

G. A. S. continued in a state of deep exercise of
soul for about a fortnight, his sins weighing upon
his conscience, and their fearful and eternal conse-
quences staring him in the face, when he took a
severe cold, and was obliged to leave his employ-
ment and go home to be nursed. Laid aside thus
from the busy scenes of this life, he was brought
to see the vanity of his own efforts to meet the
claims of God’s holiness, and obtain the pardon of
his sins. God presented Christ to his soul as the
Saviour of sinners; he believed on Him, and re-
joiced in the knowledge of forgiveness. The fear
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of judgment and hell departed, assurance of salva-
tion took its place, and his soul was happy and free.

Beloved reader, how is it with you? Have you
ever been aroused to eternal realities, and learnt
that if you had your just desert as a sinner guilty
and lost, God would shut you out of His blessed -
and holy presence in hell? If so, we would present
Christ to you also as the Saviour you need. He
alone can deliver you from that awful doom. “«If
ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins” (John viii. 24). But, “To him give all the
prophets witness, that, through his name, whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins”
(Acts x. 43).

The infidel may delude himself, and seek to per-
suade you, that there is no such thing as judgment
and no such place as hell. But God has said, “ It is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment” (Heb. ix. 27); and, “ Whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire” (Rev. xx. 15). No infidel ever
denied sin’s wages, death ; and the same passage of
Scripture that tells of this appointment unto men,
tells of judgment after. And it is the word of Him
who cannot lie, that also tells of the eternal woe
of the impenitent (Heb. ix. 27 ; Rev. xxi. 8).

But how blessed to know that God has no
pleasure in the death of the sinner; that judgment
is His strange work; and that the desire of His
heart is that all should be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. ii. 4). This was
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the object of the gift of Christ; His death upon
the cross is the fruit of God’s wondrous love.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life ” (John
iii. 16). The infidel may deny the whole thing; it
in no way alters the truth of it. You may try to
escape the consequences of sin by fleshly efforts to
please God; but all is utterly vain. None but
Christ can save you from hell, and none but Christ
can save you for glory. God’s word is, that « who-
soever believeth im him should mot perish, but
have everlasting life” 1t is very simple. Will
you be simple about it, and take Him at His word ?
Christ is the Saviour; His work meets the sinner’s
need. Unsaved one, you are the sinner that needs
salvation. Now is the time to be saved. To-
morrow may be too late. Believe in Him is the
way to be saved. And if you believe in Him you
are.

How much wiser the infidel would be if, instead
of exposing his folly by vainly trying to overthrow
and escape facts, he would accept God’s provision
in grace, and escape the fruits of sin in God’s own
way. What folly for a prisoner, who is offered
freedom, to vainly endeavour to persuade himself
that there are no judge, no prison, no fetters, no
punishment! How true is the Word of God, that
the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness, but unto us which are saved, it is the
power of God (1 Cor. i. 18). E. H. C.
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A LOST ETERNITY.

IAN® ELL and a lost Eternity are fright-
(D)) ful realities,—who can fathom their
horrors ?

The soul of man will live as long as
God Himself exists. God is the eternal
God, and man will live for eternity.

What will it be to spend eternity in hell, the
place of ceaseless torment and unimagined woe,
the abode of universal despair, the region of never-
ending, and unavailing weeping and gnashing of
teeth ?

Hope mever enters there; the lost regard their
dark dreary eternity with blank awful despair.
Slowly and ceaselessly the ages roll on, but they
bring no relief, no respite of suffering, no termina-
tion of time, for it is ETERNITY,—and there is no end,
no termination to that; the torment, once begun,
never ends, the wailing never ceases. ‘

And the damned know this; they realise that
they are lost for ever.

Oh! the soul-horror,—the passionate weeping of
the lost,—the wringing of hands,—the wild out-
pourings of useless regrets !

Memory will be busy in hell; not one neglected
opportunity of salvation will be forgotten there,
and this will augment the torment; these remem-
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brances, like spectres, will for ever haunt the lost,
perpetual witnesses of soul-suicide.

Tears, groans, and sighs will fill that awful place,
but none of these will lessen the burden of woe.
That burden will ever increase; deeper and deeper
in the hearts of the unsaved will grow the terrible
realisation of what eternity is. Mind and thought
will swiftly travel along the ever-coming ages
vainly seeking the end, BUT THERE IS NO END, and
the heart will fail as it realises this.

No, there is no end to eternity,—mo cessation of
the torment of hell,—no such thing as annihilation ;
the Son of God has said, “ Their worm dieth noft,
and the fire 48 not quenched.”

IT WILL BE ALWAYS ETERNITY. A million ages
will pass, but it will still be eternity; a million
million of ages will come and go, but it will be
eternity still; the end will never come, for there
is no end.

Caste and class will be unknown in hell. The
lost king will be on a level with the lost subject;
—position and riches on earth will count for
nothing in hell ;—the high-born despiser of grace
will suffer in company with the low-born despiser.
All there are simply lost sinners, sharers of a
common doom, each and every one receiving sin’s
fatal wages.

No sweet Gospel proclamation of salvation
through the Lamb’s most precious blood will be
heard there, nor the strivings of the gracious Spirit
of God felt; only the wild ravings and cursings
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of lost men and fallen angels, the mad ravings of
evil desperate natures, unchecked by a single in-
fluence for good, will resound in hell.

Joy will be unknown in hell; the sound of
laughter will never be heard there. No comforter
will be found; sympathy is a stranger there.
None can comfort, for all alike are tormented
none can sympathize, for all are occupied with their
own sorrow. All alike inherit an eternity of woe.

All the sorrows belonging to this world will be
multiplied ten million-fold in hell; the woes of this
life will be forgotten in the great woe of a lost
eternity.

There will not be a moment of forgetfulness in
hell, but an eternity of wakefulness and full con-
sciousness. Though the blackness of darkness is
there, sleep will never visit the eyes of the lost.

“The smoke of their torment ascendeth wp for
ever and ever: and they have wo rest day nor night”
(Rev. xiv. 11).

God is “not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter iii. 9).

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should mot perish, but have everlasting life”
(John iii. 16).

God says, “ Now is the accepted time; behold,
Now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. vi. 2). '

Reader, WHERE will YOUR eternity be spent ?
W. .S
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THE FOUR SEEKERS.

(Read Matt. xviii. 10-14 ; Luke xv. 4-10, xix. 1-10 ; John iv. 21-24;
1 Pet. v. 8.)

N these scriptures you have no less than
& four seekers. It is a wonderful thing
that there should be four persons busily
occupied with you and me. You say, Is
: the sinner one of the seekers? No, it is
P  the sinner whoissought. Iget elsewhere,
“There is none that seeketh after God” (Rom. iii.
11). If I think what man is I shall never find him
the seeker at the outset; he is always the sought.

In 1 Peter v. we read of some one seeking man.
“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour.”

Peter is speaking of saints here, and, if the devil
is busy seeking the saints, God have mercy on the
simner. Do not forget you have an adversary going
about as a roaring lion. A roaring lion is a crea-
ture under the influence of excitement, seeking
whom he may devour. I grant you this verse
is addressed to God’s people, but you know, my
unsaved reader, that you are not amongst them.
This is very solemn. It is God’s solemn word to
every Christian. But you say, will Satan ever de-
vour a Christian? Thank God, no; but woe betide
those who are not Christians, for if this word of
eaution is so solemn for the saint, how much more
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solemn for an unsaved, unwashed, unpardoned
sinner!

O unsaved soul, you do not think of the ad-
versary’s power, I daresay, but nevertheless it is
true he is “seeking whom he may devour.”
Young, old, rich, poor, he is bent on your destruc-
tion, with untiring activity, with unceasing male-
volence. “The thief cometh not but for to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy.” That is Satan’s effort,
and what an easy prey is the sinner. The devil
has not much trouble to grip the unsaved soul. He
is after the children of God, but, thank God, he
will never catch one of them.

You, fellow-Christian, ean never be lost, for of
His sheep Christ says, “I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
(angel, man, or devil) pluck them out of my hand.”
I give angels leave, and men permission, and
demons full opportunity to snatch from the hand
of Christ, if they can, one soul that He has re-
deemed. You are safe indeed if you belong to
Churist, but if you are not Christ’s, ponder this—the
devil is “ SEEKING WHOM HE MAY DEVOUR.”

Child of God, to you I say, let us be sober,
watchful. But, my dear unsaved friend, I want you
to see that you are in a position where an untiring,
relentless, powerful adversary is ever bent on your
destruction. He goes after you as the lion after
its prey, and how the lion tracks his prey—swiftly,
relentlessly! As long as you are unsaved, the devil
feels sure of you. “Heisunconverted,” says Satan,
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“I have him safely.” But God would use a scripture
like this to wake you up. Suppose you were cut off
as you are, where would you go? You are the prey
of the enemy, and if you pass out of this scene—
and you may, oh so rapidly—would it be to be
with Christ? Impossible! I know you have in
your heart the thought, “I hope.” Yes, and the
way the devil damns thousands is with this thought,
“Go on hoping, attend the means of grace, and it
will be all right in the end.”

Did you never read in Scripture what God says
as to our state ?—* All we, like sheep, have gone
astray ; we have turned every one to his own
way” (Isa. lili. 6). Al gone astray. Have you
got back yet? We will look presently at how you
may get back.

Turn now to the other three seekers—blessed
seekers I may call them—who are occupied with
us. In Matt. xviii. we see that the Lord saves the
little ones. “For the Son of man is come to save
that which was lost,” and “seeketh that which is gone
astray.” It is very blessed to see that if a young
child goes hence it is to Christ, for He came to save
the lost, and even the child is lost. In Luke
xix. He seeks and saves, for a grown-up sinner—
Zaccheus—is in question. Who seeks? The Son
of Man—Jesus. He is the seeker of those who
have gone astray. And who have gone astray?
All. He “seeketh that which is gone astray,”—gone
-astray on the dark mountains of sin ; and the Good
Shepherd leaves the ninety and nine, and goes after
the straying one.
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Who are the ninety and nine? The unfallen
angels, I believe. They never went astray. They
do not need salvation and redemption ; but we have
all gone astray. Man is the lost sheep, “and the
Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.” Yes, the Gospel comes to you as a
lost sinner. It does not come to you as a good
person, or a righteous person. The Lord says, “I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance.” Why did He not come to call the
righteous ? Because there would have been none to
answer to the call,—"There is none righteous, no
not one,” says God.

In Luke xv. what is the shepherd after ? The
sheep. And how long does he seek it? “Until he
find it.” Jesus will never give up the search as long
as you are on this scene. He is seeking you now.
His voice says, “Come unto me, I will give you
rest.” He has been down in this world, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, and He goes
after His lost sheep “ until he find it.” And where
does He go? To the spot where the sheep is on
the dark mountains. Shall I show you where He
found one? A man just sinking into the jaws of
hell, put upon a cross of wood by the judges of this
world, turns round to the Blessed One, dying by his
side, and craves His power to save, saying, “ Lord,
remember me;” and Jesus answers, “ To-day shall
thou be with me in paradise.” Ah! the shepherd
found the sheep that day, snatched it from the
jaws of death, and bore it home upon His shoulders
rejoicing.
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In Luke xix. Zaccheus sought to see Jesus, as the
result of Jesus having come to seek him first, God
having put the desire in his heart to see Jesus.
Jesus sees him up in the sycamore tree, and says,
“Make haste, and come down, for fo-day I must abide
at thy house.” To the dying thief He says, “ To-day
thou shalt be with me in paradise,” because the
thief was going out of the world, and to Zaccheus
He says, “To-day I must abide at thy house,” but
it is “to-day” in each case. To the one going out
of the world it is, To-day you shall be with me in
my house; and to the one who was going to stay in
the world it was, To-day I am going to be with
you in your house; and I don’t know which was
the happier, for in each case it was the presence of
Christ.

But how is the lost sheep saved ? By the work
of Christ for us,—His atoning work on the cross.
All the judgment we earned He sustained. We
could onlysin. He onlycould put that sin away. We
could die, He could bring us into life. We could
go astray from God, He could “suffer for sins once,
the just for the unjust, to bring us to God.” He
could do what we could not do—viz., present to
God a perfect sacrifice, whereby every soul that
trusts Him is brought to God.

In Luke xv. we get another seeker—the woman
who seeks the silver piece—beautiful figure of the
Spirit of God, who came down from heaven on the
day of Pentecost. She lit a candle, and the Holy
Ghost lights a candle. What does that show ?
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That darkness reigned. There is the light shed by
the Word of God, and the lives of God’s people.
When Christ was in the world, He was the light of
the world, as He says, “ As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world” (John ix. 5).
But the world in wickedness extinguished the
light, and left itself in darkness of its own creation,
the blackness of darkness. Oh, do not, my reader,
choose the blackness of darkness for ever.

The woman seeks “ diligently” for the lost piece
of silver “till she find it, and when she hath found
it she calleth her friends and her neighbours to-
gether, saying, Rejoice with me ; for I have found
the piece which I had lost.” Think of the joy of
the Holy Ghost in the sinner’s salvation. Think
of the joy that fills the shepherd’s breast as he
carries the sheep home on His shoulders, and you
may have joy too, for the Lord wants you to know
that you are saved, are forgiven, are His child.
In the next parable, in Luke xv., of the father and
the son, we read of their joy and merriment.

We get the last seeker—the Father—in John iv.
Who is Satan seeking ? Everybody. Who is the
shepherd seeking ¢ The lost sheep. Who is the
Spirit of God seeking ? The dead—you—1I might
say—to give new life. The bit of silver was life-
less, though precious to the one who had lost it. We
read of being “born of the Spirit.” The Son seeks
the lost; the Spirit the dead. The Father seeks
the living. He seeks worshippers. He wants to
bring your heart into close contiguity with Him-
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self. And how does He make worshippers? By
the revelation of grace. When the cupis quite full
it overflows ; and when you have in your soul the
thought Jesus loves me, and has died for me,
though I was only a poor sinner, deserving judg-
ment, yet Jesus has borne my judgment for me,
and I see God has nothing but love in His heart
towards me, then your heart looks up and thanks
and praises Him. How can you worship Him
unless your heart is happy—unless you are at home
with Him—unless you delight in Him because of
what He is? If you ¢ry to worship Him you
cannot: it is impossible; but if you taste His grace
you cannot help worshipping Him—you return to
give Him thanks.

Oh'! will you not prefer the wooings of divine
love to the trackings of Satanic malevolence ?
Believe God’s grace, and go on your way with a
thankful heart, saying, “I believe the Son died for
me, and the Holy Ghost quickened me, and the
Father Himself loves me,” and therefore you wor-
ship the Triune God, and can go on your way in
the full sense of the favour of the Lord, singing—

“Found by Thee before I sought,
Unto Thee in mercy brought,
I have Thee for righteousness—
From Thy fulness grace for grace ;
Thou hast washed me in Thy blood,
Made me live, and live to God.”

W. T. P. W.
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ALL.

7 SMALL word, but how great, how com-
prehensive its meaning! As it stands,
it holds no exceptions. “All have
sinned ” (Rom. iii. 23). “Be it known
unto you therefore, men and brethren,
that through this man” (the man Christ
Jesus) “is preached unto you the forgiveness of
sins: and by him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be justified by
the law of Moses” (Acts xiii. 88, 39). The refined
or the polluted, the educated or the ignorant,
whether old or young, rich or poor, of whatever
class or condition, “ ¢l that believe are justified
from @l things.”

Some time ago, while travelling from Bourne-
mouth to Southsea, a passenger was anxious to
know whether he changed trains for Wimbourne.
No one in the compartment could inform him.
Presently the train stopped at a station, and a
railway official distinetly called out, “ Al change
here.” In getting out of the train I felt impressed
to call attention to two passages of Scripture,
“The blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth . . . from
all sin” (1 John 1. 7), and the passage in 1lst
Corinthians, xv. 51, “ We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed.”

After waiting a short time, I again took my seat
for Southsea, followed by another passenger, who
had heard me quote the passages of Scripture re-
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ferred to. None but he came into the compartment,
so we were alone. My fellow-traveller, who con-
fessed himself to be a Christian, said that the word
“all” reminded him of the word “ whosoever.”
Some interesting conversation followed, for which
he was evidently thankful, and stated that he
should look upon that day as a memorable one,
for although he often travelled by train, he seldom
met with any with whom he could converse on
divine things. I was, however, somewhat startled
to hear this gentleman say, that he had failed to
discover any illustration of the grace of God in
the account of the Samaritan, for instance, and to
regard it as such, was, to him, a stretch of the
imagination. How blinded even Christians may
become.

It is important not to confuse the case of the
lawyer with that of the ruler. Both asked the
same question, viz, “ What shall I do to inherit
eternal life ?” The former stood up to tempt
Christ ; the latter did no such thing. The ac-
count of the lawyer is found in Luke’s Gospel,
chap. x., verses 25-37. That of the ruler is found
in the same Gospel, chap. xviii.,, verses 18-23. The
law is referred to in both instances, for really
neither knew what sinners they were.

In connection with the ruler, those command-
ments are spoken of which refer to man, “Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,”
&ec., and he says, “ All these have I kept from my
youth up.” The lawyer, on the other hand,
flippantly speaks of the “first commandment,” i.e.,
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“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with @/l thy mind; and thy neigh-
bour as thyself” The lawyer did not know
who his neighbour was, therefore his question,
“Who is my neighbour?” The Lord, in giv-
ing the account of the Samaritan, shows who
was mneighbour. This is different ground. The
lawyer needed mercy, although he did not realise
it.  And if he sought to go and do “likewise,”
he would have found his weakness and want of
strength, which evidently he had not felt. “The
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans,” but
this did not prevent the Samaritan dealing in mercy
towards him who “fell among thieves,” and whose
course lay in the direction in which all sinners are
going,—a downward one. “From Jerusalem to
Jericho,”—and tothe latter place a curse was attached
by God. “When we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son” (Rom. v. 10).
The good Samaritan spoke of coming again; he
had come to where the wounded man was, bound
up his wounds, “pouring in oil and wine” (not
only oil, but “oil and wine”). So our Lord Jesus
Christ will come again for those who have been
saved through His first coming,—
“Who grace has brought,
Shall g/ory bring.”

Is the reader ready to meet the Lord? Does he
look for Him ? All who believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ are ready. W. R. C.
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THE CONVERTED POACHER; OR,
“THERE MUST BE SOMETHING IN THAT.”

K ,of L , 1s a remarkable
instance of what the grace of God can
do for an ungodly sinner. Once a
desperate poacher, he has now been
well known for many years in the
little town where he lives as an
earnest and consistent Christian, and employed as a
trustworthy servant by one on whose grounds he
had often committed his depredations in former
days.

His first serious impression appears to have been
when he was a young lad herding cattle. He was
lying one day upon his back, looking up at the
clouds, when suddenly the word “ Eternity ” flashed
through his mind. He thought a little, when he
became so frightened that he fled home as fast as
his legs could carry him.

But this incident was soon forgotten, and as he
grew to manhood he became completely enslaved
to the sing and lusts of his evil heart. From time
to time he was reminded of his responsibility to
God, but it was little heeded, and he went on adding
sin to sin in the service of Satan.

Amongst other evil propensities, when quite a
young man, he took to poaching. The first time
that he possessed a gun of his own, on starting off
D
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with a companion, he presented it at him loaded
and at full-cock, saying, “ Now, if you run away,
should anybody come, I'll shoot you” The man
was so startled, he looked as if he would have
dropped to the ground with fear.

On one occasion, when out with four or five
others, a hare was sighted, and a preconcerted
signal given to stop. But K failing to observe
it until too late, caused one of his companions, a
reckless drinking ex-schoolmaster, to lose the shot.
This so enraged the latter, that he deliberately
took aim at K, with the intention of shooting
him. But, through the mercy of God, though he
pulled the trigger and the cap exploded, the gun
failed to go off, and he was preserved from probably
a violent death.

Some time after this K and three others
started off one night with two guns to a place
where he knew that game was fed in a neigh-
bouring wood. One of the keepers was on the
watch. Finding they were discovered, they ran off
to a quiet out-of-the-way spot. But being closely
pursued by the keeper, they stopped and allowed
him to come up, when one of the party, a- power-
fully built man, suddenly seized him, and holding
him down to the ground, belaboured him with the
stock of his gun. K also took his gun by the
muzzle, and swinging it round with all his force,
aimed fearful blows at his head, though mercifully
for both, through the keeper’s efforts to release him-
self and the indistinet light, he missed his aim each
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time. Their victim’s cries during this fearful
struggle were perfectly awful, and making a des-
perate effort, he succeeded at last in disengaging
himself, and running for his life. K was
afterwards apprehended, and lodged for a month in
the house of correction. To what fearful lengths
men will go, in their selfwill, living without God !

On many other occasions he was fined, or im-
prisoned, or was compelled to flee to other parts of
the country.

Meanwhile he had married, and a young family
had begun to spring up around him. Butin con-
sequence of his evil course, his home became a sad
example of poverty and misery. Presently the
Lord, whose eyes run to and fro in the earth, be-
holding the evil and the good, took one of his little
ones from him, and he was reminded of his evil
course, but without any apparent effect.

One day, being put out about some trivial matter
in his house, he broke out in a volley of curses,
when he suddenly turned faint. Thinking he was
dying, his cursing was as suddenly changed to a
half-uttered “Lord, have mercy . . -
and he fainted away. Recovering, it hdd the tem-
porary effect of leading him for a few nights to
pray, or rather repeat a prayer, to God, with the
vain thought of in some measure thereby atoning
for his evil course. But still he remained in dark-
ness, under the dominion of sin, a slave “to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit now
worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph. ii. 2).
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How many, like K , revel in sin and wicked-
ness, or the follies and vanities of the world, until
they find themselves face to face with the dread
realities of death and judgment, when their only
hope is to cry to the One whose love and grace
they have trampled upon and despised all their
life long. It is true there is mercy at the eleventh
hour, as men say, but, alas, how few there are who
find it !

Eventually in the year 1863, when working away
from home, and living in the grossest wickedness,
the Spirit of God strove with him about his course,
and W——- K. woke up to the awful fact that
he was a lost sinner on the road to the lake of fire.
Morning, noon, and night his sins rose up as a thick
cloud between him and God, and his soul was full
of misery. On his return, an old mate, who knew
how he had been living, and saw bis disturbed state,
got down the Bible, but knowing nothing of the
gospel of God’s wondrous grace, read to him from
the law of Moses, winding up by saying, “ There is
no forgiveness for thee,” and his case seemed utterly
hopeless. The sport of Satan, the victim of sin, a
murderer in heart, he thought he was God-forsaken,
and must perish everlastingly in hell.

Dear reader, have you too discovered that you
are a lost sinner ¢ You may not have gone to the
same excess of riot and sin as W K , but
a sinner you are in the sight of a holy God, and
without an interest in Christ your case is utterly
hopeless. It is no good turning to the law. Like
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K-—— you will find there is no mercy nor forgive-
ness there, but in the gospel of God’s Son you will
find all that you need.

Nine long weary years rolled by, and at times
the burden of sin seemed almost intolerable; and
the thought of death, judgment, and hell made him
awfully afraid, but how to escape the consequences
of his wickedness he knew not.

One day an evangelist arrived in the little town
where he lived, and commenced to preach the gos-
pel. W— K was induced to go with a
companion to the preaching. Impressed by the
clear and powerful unfolding of the old, old story of
God’s wondrous love in the gift of His Son, and His
finished work on the cross, he remarked to the
other on their return, “ There must be something in
that ; but then they say they are saved; I can’t
see that.”~

The meetings were continued for several nights,
and K became a regular attendant, when on
one occasion the preacher, dwelling upon the
crucifixion of the Son of God, gave utterance to the
question, “ What was the difference between the
thief on the right hand, and the thief on the left 72”
Without thinking, K drew everybody’s atten-
tion to himself by answering out loud, “ The one had
faith, and the other had not.”

After this he was afraid to go again, especially as
he heard that the preacher had been inquiring
where he lived. But one night a card had been
given him, on which was printed in plain clear type
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a number of texts containing the word HATH, such
as “He that believeth on the Son kath everlasting
life” (John iii. 36). This he hung up on his cottage
wall.  Often and often he stood up and read and
thought over the verses, sometimes even locking
the door lest any one should come in suddenly and
find him at it. And he would say to himself,
“They say they are saved. I believe, but 1 can’t
say that I'm saved.” Andstill poor K puzzled
on

Just at this time, he had three remarkable
dreams. In the first, he seemed to see Satan in
all his dreadfulness telling him how bad he was;
in the second, the throne of God, but far off, and he
murmured that he couldn’t get near it; in the
third, the world come to an end, and he awoke
crying for mercy; these dreams troubled him
greatly, but he went on, without telling them to
any one.

Shortly after another evangelist arrived, who
commenced by preaching in the street. K
went down to listen, and was so impressed that he
followed him to a hall where he was announced to
speak afterwards, and sat down in the front seat.
It was an earnest gospel appeal to the careless and
ungodly, and was not without effect upon his soul,
when, just at the close, Satan suggested, “ How are
you going to get out without the preacher speaking
to you?” So the instant the prayer was concluded,
he sprang up and made for the door. He thought
he had succeeded, when he felt a tap upon his
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shoulder, and he stopped as if he had been shot.
Looking back, the preacher said to him, “Do you
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ?”

He replied, “I believe every word in that book.”

“Then your sins are gone, you are saved.”

“ No, I cannot say that.”

“But it is not possible that a soul could believe
and not be saved.”

He then read a passage in John iii. and another
in John v. 24, pressing home upon him the positive
statements of Jesus, the Son of God, in the verse:
“Verily, verily, I say wnto you, He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, Zath
everlasting life, and shall not come imto condem-
nation; but is passed from death wnto life” In a
moment the truth flashed upon him. He saw, that
though he had long believed about Him, he had
never believed on the Son of God, or on Him that
sent Him. He made no reply, but went outside.

There he stood in“the street, trembling like a
leaf. The Holy Ghost was applying the word in
power to his soul. An intense struggle passed
within his breast. He said to himself, “ I see it all
clear ; and if I don’t accept it, there is nothing but
hell for me.” Satan, loth to lose his vietim,
brought his wiles to bear, and challenged him how
he would face the world. “1 don’t care for the
world,” was his inward reply, and then and there
he decided for Christ. Peace, like a river, flowed
into his soul. He had heard the voice of the Son

of God. He believed God who sent Him. Ever-
D2
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lasting life was kis. The condemnation was gone,
for Christ had borne it. He had passed from death
unto life. A long life of sin and ungodliness had
closed. His sins, though they had been as scarlet,
were now white as snow; though they had been
red like crimson, were now as wool (Isa. i 18).
They were all blotted out by the precious blood of
Jesus (1 John 1. 7). W K. was saved.

Some fifteen years have rolled away since then,
and he still lives as a consistent witness to the
almighty power of God’s wondrous grace. Once a
desperate poacher, a would-be murderer, an ungodly
sinner, he is now, as many can testify, an earnest
follower of the Blessed One who saved him, de-
lighting to look back and trace the good hand of
God in preserving him in His infinite mercy during
his long course of sin, and on the one hand from
being murdered, and on the other from becoming a
murderer himself.

And now, dear reader, how is it with you? Do
you see it all clearly ? And have you accepted the
great salvation of God ¢ Without it,as K said,
there is nothing but hell. No, nothing but hell.
Glory with Christ for ever for all who accept Him ;
hell without Christ for ever for all who reject or
neglect Him. You may see it all clearly in your
mind, but have you accepted Christ as your own
personal Saviour? Tens of thousandsare speaking
of Him as “ our Saviour.” But can you call Him
“My Saviour”? Is He yours, and are you His?
Paul could say of Him, “ Who loved me, and gave
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himself for me,” as though he were the only one
that was rejoicing in the glorious results of His
finished work. But every one who believes on
Him may say the same. It isan individual matter.

The present moment is always God’s time, for
now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. vi. 2). There is
no certainty that you will have another opportunity
to-morrow. The Lord may come, or death may
come before that. To delay is to run the risk of
missing the blessing altogether. And to miss salva-
tion now, is to miss it for ever.

God is waiting in long-suffering mercy, and grace
reigns through righteousness and abounds. But,
alas, men trespass upon His grace! What are you
doing ? The moment is at hand when grace will
cease to flow. Then judgment will take its course,
and woe to all who are exposed to it! Bow then,
even now, dear reader, in self-judgment before God,
and accept the fruit of His wondrous love, mani-
fested in the inestimable gift of His only-begotten
Son. God presents Christ to you as a present and
everlasting Saviour. Will you receive Him? Do
you say, How am I to do that? Believe on His
name. The moment you do, your sins are jfor-
given, you have everlasting life, and you are a
child of God. “ As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his mame” (John i 12).
Believe now! _

E H. C.
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PROCRASTINATION.

¢ And as Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment
to come, Felix trembled and answered, Gto thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”—AcTs xxiv. 25.

CRIPTURE is silent as to whether the
convenient season that Felix looked
forward to, ever came. Present sur-
roundings seemed to have a greater
power over him than eternal things,
and he let the golden opportunity slip.

“ Procrastination is the thief of time;” it is also
the devil’s prime minister, as has often been said,
in carrying down souls to the dark domains of
hell. There are thousands now in that place of
endless woe and unutterable anguish, who never
meant to be there, but who listened to Satan’s
whisper, “Time enough yet, you will get a more
convenient season some day.” They put their
soul’s salvation off, until they found themselves
beyond the reach of mercy. There the gentle,
loving call of Jesus, “Come unto me,” is heard
no more, and shut up in hell, eternal misery is
their portion, “ where their worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched.”

Reader, perhaps you may be one. of this class
who believe the Bible to be the Word of God and
know much of the letter of it intellectually. You
may know, too, that it is only by believing in the
finished work of Christ that a soul gets salvation,
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but careless and heedless you say, “Oh! it’s only
by believing, I can do that at any time; I fully
intend being saved, but not just yet; I mean to
enjoy life a little first; I will trust in the Saviour
by and by.” Dear reader, I do earnestly entreat
of you not to trifle thus with eternal realities by
giving heed to the evil suggestions of Satan. “Be
not deceived, God is not mocked.” “Beware lest
he take thee away with a stroke, then a great
ransom cannot deliver thee.” I do affectionately
pray you, be not so foolhardy as to put off your
soul’s salvation another moment, it is dangerous to
delay. “Now is the accepted time, now is the day
of salvation.” Before another sun may rise, Death,
with its cold and icy hands, may lay hold upon you
and claim you as its victim, and if unsaved, you
shall wake up in hell, duped by the devil, then
“ What horrors shall roll o’er thy godless soul,
Waked from its death-life sleep ;

Of all hope bereft, and to judgment left,
For ever to wail and weep.”

There is another event which may take place at
any moment—7he Coming of the Lord. He is
coming soon to take His people home. Should He
‘come and find you still a procrastinator, the door
of mercy will be for ever closed for you. “They
that were ready went in, and the door was shut.”
Then you will ery in right earnest, “Lord, Lord,
open to us.” Oh! how will you receive those
withering words, “ Depart from me, I never knew
you?” The day of grace will then be over for
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you, and for all who have heard the gospel, as we
read in 2 Thess. ii. 10-12, “ They received not the
love of the truth that they might be saved, and for
this cause, God shall send strong delusion that they
should believe a lie, that they all might be damned
who believed not the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.” But thanks be to God it is still
the day of His grace. “The long-suffering of the
Lord is salvation, He is not willing.that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
Oh! come now to the Lord Jesus, and own the
truth of your condition to Him, and He will in no
wise cast you out. Think of what He endured on
the accursed tree, when all the waves and billows
of God’s righteous, holy wrath went o’er His
blessed spotless head when He stood in the sinner’s
place. “He looked for some to pity, but there was
none, and for comforters, but there were found
none;” deserted by all His trusted followers, He
was abandoned by God, whose delight He ever was.
What a scene to gaze upon! The One by whom
the worlds were framed, and by whom all things
consist, taking such a place, becoming obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross, and all in
order that poor sinners might be brought to God,
and have His place in everlasting glory. Will
this awful scene, dear reader, not move your heart ?
if not, it must be callous indeed. Oh! what love
thus to take such a place for such rebels as we.
And having met all the righteous claims of God’s
holy throne, and vindicated His character, He cried,
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“It is finished,” and bowed His head in death.
God, to show that He was infinitely satisfied and
glorified too, in the work which He accomplished,
raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory.

Now, dear reader, the question remains to be
answered, Are you satisfied with this finished
work? To be satisfied with it is to be saved
eternally, seeing that God and you are at one
about it. Delay not one moment longer, I pray
you, but “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.” And instead of looking into
the future with fear or dread, you can say in
triumph—

“Death and judgment are behind me,
Grace and glory are before ;
All the billows rolled o’er Jesus,
There exhausted all their power.”

A SAD ALTERNATIVE,

What is the absolute alternative, for a sinner,
if Christ be not received ? The dreary darkness of
an eternal night, in which the only light is that
shed by the lurid flame that is “never quenched;”
the only companions sinners and devils as wretched
as himself; and the only occupation vain regrets at
the folly and unbelief that have landed him, for
eternity, in a spot beyond the reach of the hand of
God Himself. W.T. P. W.
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“SO THEN.”
“ 80 THEN EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT

OF HIMSELF TO GOD.”
(Rom. xiv. 12).

)\( AY, reader, have you ever thought of this
**  solemn fact? You are travelling on to
a moment in your history when you
MUST HAVE TO DO WITH GOD. None can
gainsay that. Reason may refuse,
foolish unbelief affect to despise, or in-
difference turn the deaf ear, but there it stands in
the living, lasting record of the Word of God:—
“For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to ME, and every tongue shall confess
to God. So THEN every ome of us shall give
account of himself to God.”

O sinner, then, give ear! Thou art being borne
along life’s short journey as fast as the wings of
fleeting time can carry thee! Whither? Ah!
that is the point. It demands thine instant and
earnest consideration. Thy precious bark is float-
ing down life’s stream into eternity. Any moment,
and it might strike the jagged edge of an unseen
rock, or be stranded on some treacherous sand-
bank. What then of its precious immortal freight ?
Soon wilt thou have passed into the surges of
yonder ocean. Canst thou weather the fierce winds
“that lash its waters into wild raging tempests, and
will beat upon thy poor frail vessel? Sinner!
what are thine eternal prospects? Whither art
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thou bound ? Onward to the haven of eternal rest ?
or downward to the deep dark waters of death and
judgment ? Carest thou not if thou perish and
lose thy life,—thy precious soul,—thy all? “What
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?” “It is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this THE
JUDGMENT ” (Heb. ix. 27).

Only the other day, a young man lay dying.
His life, though a short one, had been gay and
careless. He was, in fact, just a poor pleasure-
seeker, and had sought to enjoy the world with his
boon companions of sin and folly. But now they
surround his bedside. “ Cheer up, old fellow,” say
they, “ you are getting better, and will soon be well;
the day is not far distant when we shall have you
amongst us once more” Mark the mournful
answer that such miserable comfort awakened in
the soul of one standing on the very threshold of
time, and about to cross its border into eternity.
“Ah! mates, I am dying ; this ¢s death, and I want
to see what that means for me” Such was the
solemn reply of this dying one. Shortly after, and
he had passed away. To which side of that im-
passable fixed gulf, that for ever separates the
eternal abodes of the guilty lost, and the joyous
redeemed, God alone knows. He had time given
him to face death and its cold tervors. “Thatday”
will reveal whether, or not, he fled, by faith, for
refuge to the Saviour in glory, who passed through
death’s dark waters, and in deepest love to poor
sinners bore the judgment due to sin, so that
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- “ WHOSOEVER believeth in him should not perish
but have everlasting life” (John iii. 16).

What would DEATH mean for the reader of these
lines? Remember, if it find thee out in thy sins,
afterwards will come the judgment! Then that
awful day of reckoning, “ that certain fearful look-
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries!” In that dayit will
be “a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God ;” but now, in this day of grace, there is
mercy full and free awaiting the vilest. Said one
of old, when he had sinned, “Let me fall Now
into the hand of the Lord ;” and he was right too,
“for very great are his mercies” (1 Chron. xxi. 13).
Mark the time, “Now!” Then why not this
moment for thee ? “ Him that cometh to ME I will
in no wise cast out.”

O sinner, be wise, take heed, give ear. “To-day,
if ye will hear his voice,” you are not beyond the
reach of mercy. To-morrow, you may be. God’s
free and full salvation is held out to you. Will
you spurn it, neglect it, or take it? Which shall it
be? “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is cternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord ”
(Rom. vi. 23). Take it now, and happy be.

“ Haste ! haste! haste!
Delay not from wrath to flee ;
Oh, wherefore the moments in madness waste
When Jesus is calling thee?
Calling thee, calling thee.
O sinner, thy many sins were dark,
But Jesus hath died for thee.”



“S0 THEN.” . 101

But, methinks, I hear some one say, “ That may
be a right enough word for some poor prodigal, or
bold blasphemer, or debauched drunkard, and the
like, but I have steered clear of all that kind of
thing, and I think it’s all right with me.”

Hold, friend! Have you a sure foundation for
your hopes? What saith the Secripture? “ EVERY
ONE of us shall give account of HIMSELF fo God”
(Rom. xiv. 12). Will you pass muster, then ? “ Well,
as for that, I don’t think I have any reason to fear
the consequences; I have been born, baptized,

"and brought up as a Christian, and have always
endeavoured to lead a decent and honest life. I'm
a regular attendant at a place of worship, and seek
to keep the Sabbath, and I don’t see what more can
be expected of any man.”

And so you think, then, that you will have a
good title to heaven when you die, and will be
ready to meet the all-searching gaze of a holy God,
partly because of what you have mnot done,—i.e.,
gone into open sin,—and partly because of what
you are doing and hope to do? Is that it?

“Well, I quite admit many shortcomings; we
are none of us perfect in that respect. But my
belief is, that if a man seeks to please God, and do
all the good he can in this world, he will be all
right for the next.” )

. Alas, then, for all your hopes! for it is written,
—“8S0 THEN they that are in the flesh cannot
please God” (Rom. viii. 8).

Reader! God forbid that we should help to
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deceive any on a question of such eternal import-
ance. We shall seek to be short and simple, plain
and pointed, concerning this most subtle snare that
Satan has laid so successfully in the hearts of
thousands. KxNow, THEN, that your case has been
gone into. Already God’s Word declares you to be
guilty, condemned, lost. Hearken! “There isnone
righteous, no, not one;” “ There is none that doeth
good, no, not one;” “ FOR there is no difference ;”
“ ALL have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Rom. iii. 10, 12, 22, 23). It is no question of
great or small sinners. One sin committed, small
or great—whether in thought, word, or deed,—is
sufficient to close heaven’s door for ever against
you, and ensure your utter and eternal condemna-
tion in the lake of fire.

But there is more. Every soul of Adam’s fallen
race is possessed of a sinful nature, so corrupt that
it is incapable of producing fruit for God, and
cannot be improved. “That which is born of the
flesh is flesh;” “s0 THEN they that are in the
flesh camnot please God.” There is wnothing
within the hidden springs of the natural heart
that will do for God. “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked : who can
know it ? I the Lord search the heart, 7 try the
reins, even to give every man according to his
ways, and according to the frdit of his doings”
(Jer. xvii. 9, 10). Rightly, indeed, were the words
of the Blessed Lord suited to that respectable
religionist of old, “ YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN,” “for
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ke knew what was in man.” Ah, reader, at the
cross God gave up expecting any good from the
natural heart. But His love has measured your
need, in sending down from the brightest glory His
well-beloved Son, to die in your stead. There
Christ “once sutfered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God ” (1 Pet. iii.
18). Your works will never avail. You have not
to turn over a new leaf, form pious resolves, or
become religious. Away, then, with your own
thoughts! « Without faith it is impossible to
please God ” (Heb. xi. 6). Do you ask how this
is to be obtained ? Listen !

“80 THEN faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Rom. x. 17).

FArTH, not in yourself, or your own doings. Ah,
no! But a living personal faith, in that living
personal Saviour who sits at God’s right hand in
glory. Behold Him there, and as you listen to
what God’s Word says about it, bow to 7. Own
yourself as lost and undone, and trust in His
worthy name. He alone could do the work that
was needed to cleanse and fit us for the presence
of God. That work He finished on the cross
nearly nineteen hundred years ago, and you can-
not add to it. But, “To him give all the prophets
witness, that, through his name, WHOSOEVER be-
lieveth -im him shall receive remission of sins”
(Acts x. 43). Oh! dear unknown and unsaved
reader, will not you trust Him ?

W. R. P.
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THE POSTMAN’S “RED-LETTER DAY.”

THICK mist hung in the valleys, dense
clouds rested on the hilltops, the autumn
sun seemed trying to rise from behind
the cloud-wrapt hills, as a postman
wended his way across a moorland road
with his usual morning’s letters. His
step had none of the elasticity which usually
characterised it; his brow was clouded, his eyes -
downcast, and as he stopped at the various houses

to which his missives were addressed, the recipients
marked the absence of his customary cheery jest,
and more than one inquired as to the cause of his
despondency. And good cause had he to look dis-
tressed, for deeper than the vapour that enshrouded
the surroundings was the mist that hung around
his soul. A stern conflict was going on in his heart,
the conflict between sin and God. He had been
brought up by Christian parents, had received

careful instruction in the Sunday school, had led a
strictly moral life, and was spoken of as a good
Christian lad ; but now, for the first time, he found
himself in God’s presence, and in the light of that
presence his comeliness was turned to corruption.
He saw that he “ was lost and vile indeed ;” in his
soul there was only “blackness and darkness and

tempest ;” and in despair he cried out, “ What must

I do to be saved?”




THE POSTMAN’S “ RED-LETTER DAY.” 105

While in this state he heard a rumbling noise
of wheels behind him, and turning round saw
approaching him a lumbering baker’s van, so com-
monly seen in country roads. At the sight of it
a ray of hope lighted up his face, for the vanman
who accompanied it was a well-known Christian,
one of the “revivalist” type, who openly said he
was “born again.”

Hitherto the postman had avoided him, as the
plain way he spoke to him about his state before
God, did not agree with his tastes; but now,
awakened to the reality of his lost condition, he
welcomed his approach.

One word, fellow Christian:—Is our light so.
shining, that anxious souls may at once know,
that from us, they will receive suited balm to their
weary hearts ? or, are our lives emitting so uncertain
a sound, that they would hesitate to come to us for
needed instruction ?

The next delivery the postman had to make was
at a farmhouse two miles distant, and, as the baker
went to the same place, he knew he would get a
drive with him, so, without waiting an invitation,
he jumped up and seated himself beside him. Some
cursory remarks passed about the weather, and
then the vanman inquired as to the cause of his
agitation.

His answer was’simple, “I am in deep distress
about my sins.”

He could say no more, for the load of them seemed
crushing him down. For a few moments the van-
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man closed his eyes and silently thanked God for
awakening this soul, and asked for grace to place
Christ clearly before him.

“What did Christ say when on the cross ?” at
length he asked.

“ It is finished,’” replied the postman.

“ But there was something else He said, what was
it 2” asked the vanman.

“‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me ?’” returned the postman.

“ And why did God forsake Christ then ?” asked
the vanman.

“Because He was bearing sins,” replied the post-
man.

“ But whose sins was He bearing? were your sins
on Him ?” asked the vanman.

“Yes, my sins were on Him,” said the postman,
“for we read ‘ the Lord hath laid on him the ini-
quity of us all””

“ Exactly,” said the vanman; “but is Christ
dead now ?”

“Oh no!” replied the postman; “God raised
Him from the dead.”

“ And where is He now ?”

“ At God’s right hand.”

“Well,” reasoned the vanman, “if God laid your
sins on Christ (Isa. liii. 6), and Christ died for them
(1 Cor. xv. 3), was buried (1 Cor. xv. 4), and God
raised Him up from the dead and gave Him glory
(1 Peter i. 21); where are your sins 2”7

In a moment the light dawned on the troubled
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soul; his eye beamed, as he exclaimed “ They must
be gone.” And they were gone, for Christ had
blotted them out.

The house where the postman had to go was
now reached, and he came down from that van a
new creature. He looked around; the sun had
now risen in splendour, the mist from hill and dale
had disappeared. Fit illustration of what had
taken place within himself,—the mist of uncertainty
gone, and a glorious sun now shining in his heart,
a sun that never will go down.

That day was a “red-letter day ” in very deed to
him, and moulded the course of his whole after-
life. True, he had opposition to encounter. His
friends thought he was beside himself when he
told them he was converted ; those who had called
him a “good Christian lad” before, now said he
had turned a big hypocrite. But he rejoiced that
he was counted worthy to suffer shame for Christ’s
name ; and so will you, anxious reader, if you too,
by simple faith, see that your sins have been borne
by Jesus, “ the substitute from God.”

“¢It is finished !’ ¢He is risen,’
Ye who these blest words receive,
Peace in Him is now your portion,
Peace eternal He will give ;
¢ Peace unto you !’
All who on His name believe.”
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“BEFORE THE TIME.”

of men, and far more influential. They
believe in future punishment, and they
live under a wholesome dread of it.
They “believe, and tremble.” Men dis-
believe the fact of coming judgment,
and live accordingly.

When Christ was dispossessing poor “Legion,”
the devils, on finding that they must let their
captive go, said to Him, “ What have we to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ? art thou come
hither to torment us before the time?” (Matt. viii.
29). They knew full well that He was their judge,
as they knew that the time of their judgment was
fixed. To them “torment” and the “Son of God”
were closely connected together. For them He
had no salvation, no mercy, no pity. Whatever
their sin, or its causes, their case was utterly hope-
less. They could look for no clemeney. The blood
of the cross, so divinely efficacious for men, had no
saving virtue for them. They lay under eternal
ban, and in the darkness of God’s immutable dis-
pleasure.

Hence, when Jesus came for man, with healing
in His wings and pardon in His bosom, He carried
but forebodings of terror to them. That lovely
name, fragrant of salvation to sinful men, had no
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meaning but dammation to fallen angels. “What
have we to do with thee, Jesus?” was their de-
spairing ery. There was nothing in common. Can
you conceive such a state, dear reader? But it
was known and felt by these miserable deceivers.
Their fall from their first estate was the result of
their pride. Fearful fall! Who can tell the light,
and glory, and intelligence of that estate? who
fully picture the depth of their present degrada-
tion, or who conceive the agonies of their future
and eternal woe? Then, to add to their eriminality,
they must alienate man from his allegiance to God !
It is bad enough to sin for oneself, —worse far to
plunge others into a common ruin. But so with
the devils, the whole history of man, from Eden
downwards, is but a melancholy record of Satan’s
enmity, subtilty, cruelty, malice, and detestation of
that which proved God’s chief work in creation,—
man. ,

By the devil’s subtilty Adam fell; by the devil's
craft David brought pestilence on his people; by
the devil’s malice Job was bereft, ruined, and
diseased; by the devil's permitted touch Paul
suffered from the thorn; by the devil’s lion-like
ferocity the early Church was persecuted ;—whilst
we read of Satan’s accusations reaching the very
throne of God. He is man’s persistent enemy.
He found ingress to the garden of Eden; he
scales the heavens, and acts there with wiles and
darts. He has full eontrol over his children; he
tempts, though with broken snares, the children of
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God. He appears as a serpent or a lion, as a
dragon or as an angel of light.

Legion was possessed, as we say, of the devil,
and became a terror to the community and a
source of misery to himself. The evil under which
he suffered was unmitigated. In point of fact we
see in this man an instance of the concentrated
malevolence of Satan.

But Jesus comes on the stage, at the sight of
whom the devils tremble. Well did they know
Him. They owned Him Son of God, but this
acknowledgment was not the fruit of faith in a
Saviour-God, it was rather a forced confession of
His almighty power. As a guilty conscience quails
before an officer of justice, so the sense of rebellion
against heaven made them tremble at the presence
of its Lord. “Art thou come,” said they, “to
torment us before the time ?” Coming torment at
His hand they knew was their desert whatever
their then condition, and here was the appointed
Judge! Is there not something mournfully plain-
tive, hopelessly desperate in the words “ before the
time”? As though the period of comparative
ease were finished, and that of deeper, fuller woe
were about to begin! As though the dreaded
moment, long anticipated and profoundly feared,
had at last arrived, when outraged holiness must
inflict her full and final award, and retributive
justice mete out the only desert that is commen-
surate with the gravity of the crime! For where
sin is not atoned for by the blood of Christ, its
punishment is eternal.
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"Yes, these words declare all this. To the devils
the certainty of coming doom is a settled convie-
tion, a mere matter of cause and -effect,—sin
against God, and an eternity of punishment as
the only consequence. Hence, as quoted above,
“the devils believe, and tremble.”

But man has also sinned, and is sin in him less
reprehensible than in devils? No, but whilst sin
is the same in all cases, we do not read of redemp-
tion for devils, but for man. “He took not up (the
cause of) angels; but he took up (the cause of) the
seed of Abraham” (Heb. ii. 16). And thus God has
“so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” Blessed redemp-
tion! ineffable love! and that for man,—for you,
dear reader, and for me!

But mark, it is “whosoever,”—it is any one, but
not every one. The word discriminates. It implies
a condition,—that of personal faith in the Son of
God as Saviour. It precludes universalism,—none
but they who believe are blessed ; all others are as
fully exposed to judgment as are the devils. “He
that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abideth on him” (John iii. 36).
© Alas! the time is coming for the unbeliever’s doom.
If perchance, reader, you are one, you have but a
moment of respite ere your sentence be executed.
When your time may be I cannot tell, but it is
appointed by God. He regulates the motions of
the universe; He has fixed your time of judgment.
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Ah, soul, you have not one moment to spare!
If “Jesus” meant nothing but woe to the devils,
shall that blessed name not mean to you what it
means to multitudes,—salvation in all its present
and eternal blessedness? The devils believe, and
tremble ; sinner, may you tremble too. But ye who
trust in Jesus, let your terror cease, let your fear
be gone. You are the objects of His love, and the
happy subjects of His salvation. When Legion
was dispossessed of the devils, his heart was so
filled with the love of Jesus that he prayed to be
with Him always,—the magnetism of His love
proved its own irresistible power. May it be so
with you. J.W. 8,

LOVE'S VICTORY.

Heaven, and earth, and hell witnessed a stupend-
ous struggle the day that Jesus died —a struggle
between life and death, between love and hatred.
But love more than conquered, and Jesus, dying,
leaves the priceless legacy to every poor sinner,
“It is finished.” The work was done that sets the
sinner free. Heaven rejoiced with loud hosannas;
hell, I believe, trembled, and was dismayed. And
what shall earth do? What shall you and T do?
Take these words, and believe them, and rejoice in
thein,

W.T. P. W.
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“IT ISN'T A THING TO BE
LAUGHED AT.

N NE evening in July 1877 some Christians
1  went out-of-doors, in a town in the
north of England, to preach the glad
tidings of God’s grace. Gradually the
people came forth from their doors, and
gathered around to listen. Among the
number was a young man named R M—- who
was speedily convicted of sin. The Word arrested
his conscience, and he was brought face to face with
the solemnities of eternity. He discovered that he
was a lost sinner on the broad road to hell. But
the joyful news of salvation also sounded upon his
ears, and through grace he believed the testimony
of God to the finished work of His beloved Son,
and was saved.

The meeting closed, and the preachers and the
crowd dispersed, but R M ,in deep exer-
cise of soul, remained riveted to the spot. Just
then two of his usual companions came along, re-
turning from a long walk in the country, and
greeted him jestingly, not knowing what had taken
place. He answered seriously, “I am converted
now,” and his words went like a dart through the
soul of one of them, whose name was J K
The other, an utterly careless young fellow, laughed
outright at the very idea of such a thing. But
K , deeply convicted by R M ’s words,
E
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replied, “ 7t isn't a thing to be laughed at” No,
dear reader, it is not indeed. Those who laugh
and mock now will weep and wail by-and-by ; and
then the Lord will laugh at your calamity, and
mock when your fear cometh (Prov. i. 26).

Now K ’s father, who had been a wild char-
acter in his young days, had been converted, and
had often spoken to his son about his soul, so that
he was not altogether ignorant of his need of a
Saviour, or of the way of salvation. From time to
time he had been aroused, but stifled his convie-
tions in sin and wickedness. One thing that had
often troubled him was a large gospel text that
hung upon the wall of his father’s cottage, which
read thus—

DEATE. LirE.
DAMNATION. SALVATION.
SATAN. Gonb.

Which are yours, sinner ?

These words had continually haunted him both
at home and at his work, and he was conscious that
death, damnation, and Satan were his portion un-
less he repented of his sins. His spare time was
spent in the public-house and other haunts, card-
playmd &ec., and he strove hard to drown his fears
in the pleasures and follies of the world. But with
an awakened conscience, all was in vain, and his
misery was increased by often finding, upon his
return home, his father upon his knees praying
aloud and earnestly for his conversion to God.
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Many a night he lay awake for hours, thinking of
his soul and eternity. He knew that if he died the
lake of fire for ever would be his awful portion
(Rev. xx. 15).

About this time K learned somewhat of the
truth of the second coming of the Lord, and he was
conscious that if He came he would be left behind
for judgment. A little incident that took place
brought this solemn truth most vividly before him
and other unconverted ones in the house. One
morning his father had risen early, and gone out
unperceived. When the rest rose for breakfast, he
was nowhere to be found, and they thought that
the Lord had come and taken him to glory (1 Thess.
iv. 15-20), as he had often said might happen, and
that they were left behind. It was a terrible
moment for poor J K , as he remembered
how the foolish virgins knocked in vain at the
closed door in the parable (Matt. xxv. 10-13). It
was an immense relief and joy to them when the
father presently returned.

Notwithstanding this J K went on with-
out Christ, living in sin. But the gracious Lord still
followed him in mercy. One night, having gone to
bed, trembling lest he should die before morning,
he dreamt that he was in hell. It seemed to him
as a dismal place of darkness, and the wicked suf-
fering each in a place by himself. And then he
looked up and saw a Man above him in heaven,
whom he knew to be the Lord Jesus Christ.

He awoke with a start, and wept profusely, but
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thankful to find that there was yet time to escape
S0 awful a doom. His sobs aroused his father, who
was anxious to know the cause, but, afraid to be
spoken to about his sins and his soul, it was some
time before he could confess what had happened.
His father pointed him to Christ the only Saviour,
and told him of His finished work, His precious
blood. But instead of bowing to that blessed
Name, and believing on Him to the forgiveness of
his sins and the salvation of his soul, he tried
Satan’s old plan, the well-beaten road trodden by
so many convicted but unsaved souls, the way of
reformation. Poor K followed this path, but
like thousands more, found it hard toil and no pro-
fit. His good resolutions soon gave way, and it
was not long before he was back again at his old
haunts and his old sins. Satan is far more than a
match for all who seek heaven by “doing.” It is
a vain delusion indeed to seek to improve the flesh,
which God gave up as incorrigible nearly nineteen
centuries ago (Rom. viii. 3-8). The sinner’s fit of
improvement is generally of short duration.

Gospel meetings held in the streets were a special
source of trouble to K He knew that the truth
was preached, but he shrank.from it because of his
sin. The very sight of the preachers caused him to
colour deeply and to drop his head. What cowards
even the naturally brave become when the salva-
tion of the soul is in question. In depths of misery
his only consolation was that his very state proved
that God had not entirely given him up, although
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at times he was ready to think that his case was
hopeless, and that he must be eternally lost.

Dear reader, what do you know of these plough-
ings of conscience ? Are you going on self-satisfied
and indifferent, or have you had to do with God?
It is a personal matter. You must meet Him.
Now grace abounds, and He is a Saviour-God, but
soon grace will cease to flow, and woe to all who
are exposed to His judgment. Oh! then, have to do
with Him now. “ Acquaint now thyself with him,
and be at peace; thereby good shall come unto
thee” (Job xxii. 21). But if you refuse or neglect
the salvation of God now, you will surely reap the
eternal judgment of God in the future.

It was after this time that the incident occurred
which we referred to in the opening of this paper.
R M s words, “I am converted now,” did
their work. They went right home, and J.
K—— said to him, “If you are saved now, we
will go and burn the cards.” Turning their
steps at once to M ’s house, where they had
been playing night after night, they consignes them
all to the flames. From this moment K. broke
with his old companions in sin, and was so deeply
convicted that he thought he was the most wretched
creature upon the face of the earth.

M asked him the next night to attend a
Bible-reading, but he ecouldn’t face it. He was
afraid of the reproach and scoff of the world. A
little later, however, he summoned courage and
went, being broken down before God. The fear of
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death and bell tormented him morning, noon, and
night (Heb. ix. 27). He felt he deserved eternal
woe, and although he knew the plan of salvation,
there seemed no way of escape for such a sinner as
him.

Then he tried hymn-singing, which he thought
would be more pleasing to God than his former
habitual bad language and swearing. This seemed
to bring a temporary happiness, but his conscience
pricked him that the contents of the hymns had
no application to him. "However, he persevered
at this, trying meanwhile to be as good as he could!
One night he thought he would go home and tell
his father he was saved now, for he knew what a
joy it would be to him., But, alas! bis false hap-
piness deserted him before he reached the door,and
all was in vain. Another day passed, and still he
lacked peace. But the long night of darkness of
soul was about to be succeeded by a morning with-
out clouds. The next day was Saturday, and
K and others left off work early,-and he had
arranged to go out for the afternoon with a friend.
But as he left the door of his house his distress of
soul was so great, he felt he could not go. The -
thought rushed through his mind, “ If you put sal-
vation off this time you will be lost for ever,” and
he told his friend he would not go.

Re-entering the house, he reached down a Bible,
and went into a room by himself. Opening it at
John iii. 16, he read and re-read that blessed verse,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
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only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
But he could make nothing of it. All seemed dark.
He could grasp the first part about God’s wondrous
love, and the gift of His Son, but could not apply
the latter part, that “whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” How
could God save such a sinner as he by simply be-
lieving on His Son? He read it again, but could
make nothing of it. Satan suggested that he was
past salvation altogether, and he thought it was of
no use to read it any more. But still he hesitated,
and could not leave it. He could not close the book,
and think that he was lost for ever. He read the
. verse again, and wept before God about his sins.
By this time his father had come home, and he
entered the room, and spoke to him from the word
that he was reading, and also turned to many other
precious scriptures. One was that familiar and
blessed passage, “All we, like sheep, have gone
astray ; we have turned every one to his own way ;
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all”
(Isa. liii. 6). Still all was dark. At last he opened
at John v. 24, and read, « Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that heareth my word and believeth on
him. that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation, but is passed from
death unto life.” Pressing it upon him, he said,
«“<He that heareth, that’s the first thing, and ¢ be-
lieveth, the second, and ¢ Aath ’ the third;” and he

went over it again and again. Then once more,
E2
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reading the whole verse, he pressed upon his son
the importance of taking God at His word, saying
that if God says “ hath” "He means What He says,
for He could not tell a lie.

In a moment the light broke in upon J
K ’s soul. He saw that if God said hath, He
meant it. All was clear in an instant. He heard,
he believed, he Zad. He took God at His word,
and everlasting life was his. Tears of sorrow were
succeeded by tears of joy. Darkness was dis-
pelled by light. Unbelief gave place to faith. Fear
fled before peace. Hath took the place of fope,
and .J- K was saved. From that moment
to this perfect peace of soul has been his blessed
portion.

He saw then how that hymn-singing had even
been used of the enemy to keep him away from
Christ. Satan will use good things as well as bad

~ to attain his object. But now he could sing with
the spirit, and the following verse expressed the
joy of his heart :—
“Once as prodigals we wandered,
In our folly far from Thee ;
But Thy grace, o’er sin abounding,
Rescued us from misery.
Thou the prodigal hast pardoned,
Kissed us with a Father’s love,
Killed the fatted calf, and called us
E’er to dwell with Thee above.”

Yes, the wandering prodigal was now the sub-
ject of grace. Rescued from misery, he had re-
ceived the Father’s kiss, and was now enjoying His
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love, and feasting upon the riches of His grace, as
His child. His soul enjoyed that blessed assur-
ance which the sure word of God alone could give,
and which all the power of Satan can never take
away. Joy and peace filled his soul, and praises
issued from his lips to the One who had so richly
blessed him. The dread of hell, the fear of judg-
ment, the shrinking from death, had all been dis-
pelled, and the coming of the Lord instead filled
him with joy and delight. Eternal life his present
portion, he knew the Father, and His Son Jesus
Christ. Life, love, and liberty, all were his. The
wanderer was brought to God.

And now the once coward-hearted sinner became
the bold-spirited follower of Chuist, telling forth
the glad tidings in His name. It was with him as
with others, “I believed, and therefore have I
spoken” (2 Cor. iv. 13). He could not keep the
blessed joyful news to himself. His Saviour was a
Saviour for all; he must declare it. In his simple
way he told others what the Lord had done for his
soul; how he had passed from death unto life, and
was saved. And he has been found from that day
to this, in fellowship with others of the Lord’s
people, worshipping and serving Him.

A word with you, dear reader, before we close.
What do you think of all this? It's not a thing
to be laughed at. Are you sceptical about it?
Is it all a delusion? Is there nothing init? Or
is this but one sample of thousands of the true and
only way in which God brings souls to Himself.
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Rest assured it is no dream, but a solid reality.
Christendom is filled with professors and imita-
_tions, but conversion is a reality, and without it
there is not a ray of hope for you. Scripture is
plain, “ Ezcept ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” “Ye must be born again” (John iii. 7).
Have you undergone this great change ¢ If not,
we beseech you to look this momentous matter in
the face. Take your place in self-judgment before
God, believe on His Son, and everlasting life will
be yours also, for “he that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life ” (John iii. 36). But the same
sure word declares, “ He that believeth not the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him.” May your heart be opened to believe on
that Blessed One, that you too, like J K—xoof
may be filled with joy and peace, and be found wor-
shipping, following, and serving Him. E. H. C.

A POSITIVE CERTAINTY.

THE day is coming, dear unsaved soul, when all
you cling to so tightly will be torn from your grasp
most ruthlessly, and you must pass into eternity.
Listen! You have not wanted Christ lere; you
have lived without Him /lere; consequently you
must be without Him there. When a man dies
here, he passes out of the sight of his fellows ; this
is the first death. The second death is infinitely
worse, he passes out of Gods sight for ever.
Awful future! Terrible eternity ! W.T. P. W.
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BARRIERS REMOVED.

narrates the fall of man, his banishment
from Eden, and that the Lord God placed
at the east of the garden cherubim and
a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life.

In chapter iv. two things are delineated,—the
way of salvation; and the two classes who
inhabit the earth, the saved and the lost.

Two men, Cain and Abel, the children of fallen
Adam and his wife, bring each an offering to the
Lord. Cain the husbandman comes with fruit of
the ground, but the offerer and the offering are
alike rejected; and the reason of this is learned
in the offering of Abel, who brought of the firstlings
of his flock and of the fat thereof, and the Lord
had respect unto Abel and to his offering.

From Abel’s offering we learn the necessity and
value of atonement, 1.e., “a life given and accepted
as sacrifice for life forfeited.”

Adam by his sin had insulted the majesty of
God, and put himself at a distance from Him, and
righteousness demanded satisfaction. Both Cain
and Abel were Adam’s offspring, the inheritors of
a sinful nature, born outside Eden, and themselves
sinners.




124 THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

Abel by faith apprehended and bowed to the
truth of his condition as a sinner, and of God’s
righteous claims upon him, and that a life offered
up in atonement was the only way and ground
of approach to Him, so he slew a lamb of his flock
and offered it to God, who immediately accepted
the sacrifice and the offerer.

The cherubim and the flaming sword had a
voice for Abel which he regarded. He had no right
to life; as a sinner, death and judgment were
his due. The lamb, as his substitute, endured both ;
and Abel thus found the way to heavenly and
everlasting blessing.

Ages afterwards, in fulfilment of this and every
other type of Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the Father’s glory, and the salvation of lost
sinners, went to the Cross, and there, through the
cternal Spirit, offered Himself without spot to God.
There the mighty work of redemption was accom-
plished, through the shed blood of that spotless
peerless Victim. Jesus, the true tree of life, has
been into this world of sin and death, and access
to Him is denied to none. Concerning Him it is
announced to every poor sinner under heaven,
“HE THAT BELIEVETH ON THE SON HATH EVER-
LASTING LIFE.”

Cain ignored the fact of the insult offered to
God’s majesty and holiness by sin, and of his
own fallen and sinful condition. He disregarded
the presence of the dread guardians of Eden, and,
as though nothing had happened, came before God
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with a gift, the product of his own labour. But
it was a bloodless offering, and this from a sinner
is an offence to God; and we read that “unto Cain,
and to his offering, he had not respect.”

Cain is wroth ;—the proud sinner is angry,
because God is true to His nature and character,
and refuses to look over sin without atonement.

But the great principle is established, that
“without shedding of blood is no remission,” for it
is the blood that maketh an atonement for the
soulL

Though man had lost paradise, and incurred the
Jjust wrath of God, yet had God appointed a way
by which he might escape the wrath, and obtain
greater blessings than those forfeited. Thus grace
as well as righteousness shine out at the very
commencement of the reign of sin and death, THE
GRACE OF GOD TO POOR SINNERS.

The despiser of the blood murders hlS brother,
goes out an accursed fugitive and vagabond from
the presence of the Lord, and dwells in the land
of Nod, on the east of Eden. But between him
and the garden of delights were the cherubim
and flaming sword, and between him and the
paradise of God, of which Eden was the type and
figure, was his sin unpurged by blood; for he had
refused the only thing that would propitiate that
sword, and shelter him from the righteous wrath

of God.
~ And yet, in sight of lost paradise, and with the
full knowledge that he had departed for ever fro