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THE PRESENT TESTIMONY,

ETC., ETC.

Ne. L
DELIVERANCE FROM UNDER THE LAWp
AS STATED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

RoMANS v.—VIIL

IN our relationship to God, there are two points of
primary importance for us to remark: our responsibility
as men, and the power of that life in which we live
before Him. Both these were set forth to us by God in
the garden of Eden, in the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, and in the tree of life. First, as to our
responsibility. Man has become a sinner; consequently
he has in him no spiritual life at all (John vi. §3). Sin
brought in death and condemnation. After the fall,
God gave the Law by Moses, in order to prove the state
of man. The Law of God must exact righteousness,
according to the nature of him to whom it is given; but
the Law does not give life (Gal.iii. 21). It is the very
nature of the I.gw to exaciand not to give. Since it 1s
the question of righteousness in man, God cannot lower
the requirements of the Law, and if we have the divine
nature, we shall not desire its requirements to be lowered.
The Law is the measure of responsibility of the natural
man, but it does not give life, and (because man is a
sinner) the Law, instead of being a resource, becomes the
cause of death and condemnation. A mixture of law and
grace, in so far as this last is found working in us, does
not change this state. Gracé.does not destroy our re-
sporsibility, and that which the Law requires is not

8 The original of this is in German,
YOL, VIII, PT. 1. 1
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2 Deliwerance from under the Law.

fulfilled. Christ came to be our Saviour and our
Deliverer; He is the source of life to those who believe;
He became subject to the death under which we were,
and He bare, upon the cross, our sins and the wrath of
God which they deserved. But this is not all; in the
Person of this Saviour, Man enters into a new position;
He is the Man who is risen and glorified before God.
The righteousness of God is accomplished in Him, and
He has received that glory as a reward. Let us now
see how we are made partakers of this amazing posi-
tion before God. o

God cannot endure sin. Theresponsibility of the crea-
ture cannot be destroyed.. At the beginning of the Epistle
to the Romans, the apostle exposes the condition of sin
under which both Jews and Gentiles are. Without law,—
man 18 without restraint (ungodly), debased by sin; has
lost every right thought about {sod, being-given up to
things not even suitable to man in nature. Under the Law,
he not only has corrupted himself, through his lusts, but
he 1s disobedient by reason of his own will, a transgressor.
The Law condemns not only sin, but also the sinner.
The Saviour appears, born of a woman, and placed under
the Law; He shed His blood in order to purify us before
God—to justify the sinner before God-—the just Judge.
Grace, rich and deep, is also presented to us in this work.
It is the instruction of the epistle (to the Romans) down
to the end of the third chapter. o

In the 4th chapter he begins to examine another
truth,—the effect and the result of the resurrection of
Christ. In the 5th, 6th and 7th chapters, we have the
effects of this truth; and in the 8th chapter the result
in full. .

The history of Abraham is introduced in the 4th
chapter, If the Jew found himself condemned by the
Law, he could fall back upon the relationship God had
established betgeen Himself and Abraham. It was to
this end that the apostle set forth what were the foun-

dations of this relationship, and-ghewed it was built upon
faith and the promise. %ightebusness was by faith, and
it was given to Abraham before he was circumcised—
¢ Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for
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Deliverance from under the Law. 3

righteousness.” There is yet another principle taught
us in this chapter. Abraham was as dead, as also was
Sarah his wife. But God had promised to him a seed.
Abraham did not doubt His word because of the impos-
sibility to man of the thing, but he believed in the
power of God, whose part it was to fulfil His own
promise, and that was counted to him for righteous-
ness.

And so it is with us; only with this most remarkable
 difference,—we do not believe that God s able to fulfil
- His promises, but that He has fulfilled them—¢ We
~ believe in God who has raised up from the dead our
* Lord Jesus.” Observe, the apostle does not say here:
- We believe in  Him sho ¢ raised, but in Him who Aas
. raised. It is thus that he teaches us the meaning of

this doctrine, In the resurrection, God does not present
Himself as the Just Judge, satisfied as such by the work
of Christ; but He acts according to His own power in
the sphere of Death’s power, in bringing forth His beloved
Son from under it, and bringing us now, in Christ, into
& new position where death and sin are not. It is God
 who works for us, to save us perfectly, and to set us
before Him in truth and in righteousness (man being
dead as to that which concerns spiritual life, and living
* 1n sin ag to natural life); but in Christ he hag died and
© risen again, and finds his place before God in grace,
* where gin 1s taken away and righteousness is accom-
plished: ¢ He was delivered for our offences and wag
- raiged again for our justification.” ..

- From the 5th to the 8th chapter, is the application of

this truth to our own condition, In the 5th chapter, to
gur justification; in the 6th, to the new life of the
believer in Jesus; in the 7th, to the Law, and the 8th
describes a soul in perfect liberty.

In the 6th chapter, he shews that the believer enjoys

ence with God; that he lives In the sense of God’s
Ee:mibemg heir of His glory, and rejoicing even in
-tribulations which work for his spiritual good. Much
yaore, he rejoices in God Himself, who is his source of
endless joy. As man, he was under the first Adam, and,
‘88 a mnecessary consequence, an inheritor of the conse-
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4 Deliverance from under the Law.

quences of his disobedience; the believer is in the
second Adam, through whose obedience he is righteous;
but because he is righteous through the obedience of
another (that is even Christ’s), the flesh says: No matter
what I do; I can do what I like, but I say: Thou hast
already done enough, all that thou hast done has been to
destroy thyself; and thou acknowledgest, without being
aware of it, that thy will, is to sin. But let us go on
with our subject.

The apostle is not here speaking of the all-important
motive which the believer finds in the blood of Christ
to cause him to cease from sin, nor of the power which
he finds in the love of God; but he shows that he
cannot live in sin to which he is dead. The Christian
becomes partaker of the fruits of the obedience of
Christ, because He is dead and risen. How can he live
in sin, being already dead to sin? A dead man does not
live. He is not a partaker of the blessing which is in+
Christ, if he has not the life of Christ. Though, as to
the natural life, he is still living in the world, he ought
nevertheless to reckon himself as dead to sin, since he
lives by the life of Christ who is dead and risen.

In the 7th chapter, he considers the consequences of
the same truth as to the Law. The Law, he says, has
dominion over a man so long as he liveth; he then
gives the tie of marriage as an explanation of it. As
long as the first husband lives, the wife cannot be to an-
other man, without guilt. The first husband then repre-
sents the Law, the second 1s Christ raised from the
dead (Christ when living on this earth was Himself
under the Law) and thus we cannot be at the same time
under the Law and united to Christ raised from the dead.:
However, 1t is not the Law which dies, but Christ died
under the Law ; for as many as have sinned under the
Law, shall be condemned by the Law, and the Law is

ood if a man use it lawfully (Rom. 11, 12; Tim.1.8, 9).
%f it was ourselves who were dead under the Law, we
should be lost; but Christ died for us, and becanse He
is risen from the dead, our souls are united to Him, the
Law having no longer a hold over a dead man. There-
fore, now, ChristasHe who is raised from the dead, is our
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only husband. Thus the resurrection of Christ has de-
livered us from the Law, as well as from sin and con-
demnation.

The 5th chapter of the Romans, then, shews us our
position in Christ, the second Adam who 1s risen. The
6th, our new life in Him, & life of which the strength
lies in reckoning ourselves dead to sin; the 7th is our
complete deliverance from the Law, which hath domi-~
nion over a man as long as he liveth. As to us we are
dead and risen in Him. It 1s the new man in Christ
which bears fruit unto God, and not the old man under
the Law. Yet the fault is not in the Law ; but, because
sin is in the flesh, the effect of the Lawis to bring home
guilt upon the conscience, and to become an occasion for
exciting the desire to sin. |

But to return to the leading subject of the chapter,
we see that we cannot be at the same {ime under the Law
“and with Christ risen. This would be to have two
husbands at once. In the second half of the chapter
we are given the experience of one who wants to fulfil
the righteousness of the Law, and to bring forth fruit to
God as standing under the Law—the first husband.
Awakened by God, and under the influence of the new
life, he understands the spirituality of the Law; he un-
derstands its requirements; he desires to keep the Law,
and his consclence cannot be satisfied unless he does so.
The new nature loves the righteousness of the Law; but
by reason of the opposition of the flesh, it does not
fulfil it (vii. 14, 16,22). Sad state of a soul, which, by
reason. of grace working in 1t, desires to do good; but
because it 13 under the Law, knows not how to do it.
Now, let 1t be observed, that while in this state the soul
is in its relationship with the first husband, and, conse-
~ quently, has nothing to do with the second. We have
seen that no one can have two husbands at once, there-
fore in this passage there is no mention made either of
Christ or of the Holy Spirit. It 1s the ordinary Christian
experienee of the spirituality of the Law which we meet
with. The conscience of the individual, being renewed,
knows that it cannot fulfil the requirements of that
spiritual Law. The will renewed makes every possible
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effort to do so, but it cannot succeed. All the while 1t
loves the spiritual nature of the Law; it does not desire
that it should be less perfect. It knows that God cannot
give up His authority, nor lower His holiness. It tries
with all its might to attain the end; but it has no power.
The Law demands perfect obedience; the conscience and
the will assent; but the Law gives no power: the end
will never beattained. The awakening of the conscience
in one who is sincere never produces in him the accom-
lishment of righteousness, but; on the contrary, despair.

| It 13 much more difficult to know and acknowledge that
/we cannot do a single good thing, than to know and
.acknowledge that we have sinned. The experience *
which the soul passes through under the Law is a means
of convincing it of its powerlessness; but Holiness can-
not be a subject of indifference, either to God or to the
new-born soul; and as we find that we cannot work
out righteousness, we are obliged to seek deliverance
elsewhere® Yet, though God will convince a soul that
is sincere of its powerlessness, He takes no pleasure in
leaving 1t in this wretched state; but as soon as it ac-
knowledges 1ts state, and that 1t-1s and knows itself to be
without any hope in itself, so that it can never attain to
the righteousness of the Law, then God reveals to it its
perfect deliverancein Christ. Then at once the soul gives
thanks to. God for what He has done for it; it sees where
its new place is in Christ risen—its true husband, that
it may bring forth fruit unto God (ver. 24, 25). Hence-
forth, it is not only a new position (in Christ risen) which
is its position, but also strength and liberty. The flesh
is there still, its nature is not changed; but our position *
before God is In the Spirit, and not in the flesh. The
ower of the Spirit 1s present, livingly in us, so that we
walk, not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Christ in’
heaven is the expression of our true position before God.
' Christ living upon' the earth is the representation and

b The translator would record, from memory, an idea of the
author’s upon Rom. vii. 24, 25 :—“The soul enlightened and con-
vinced of its incapacity, by means of the Law of God, no longer
seeks to do this or that. Thirsting for deliverance, it finds it in
the grace of the Deliverer.”
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| example of the heavenly man upon earth. Walking
after the Spirit, we fulfil the Law (by loving God and
our neighbour), because we are not under the Law.

The close of the 25th verse is brought in by the Holy
Spirit, in order to show us that, though we are seen in per-
fect liberty, the nature of the flesh is not changed; but the
Law (which means here a principle acting always in the
same way) the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus
has completely set us free from the Law of Sin and
Death, which reigns in the old man. In Christ we live
in the new man: there the old man has no right; but
the Holy Spirit is the power which works in it. Asto
the: question. of righteousness, the Christian is in perfect

eace, because he knows that God, instead of condemning
him, has done what the Law could not do, that is, ¢ con~
demned: sin in the flesh,” by means of Christ come in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and as the atoning sacrifice
for sin. A soul who is in earnest will always mourn
more over the sin which he finds working in him, than
on account of the sins already committed; but he knows
that Christ has died in his stead, not only for sins but
for sin itself. So, then, in the 8th chapter we see Christ
a8 the sacrifice upon the cross, then alive in resurrection,
and then the blessed testimony, as the living power, of
the Holy Spirit 1s fully unfolded to us.

From the 5th to the 11th verse of this chapter, the
Holy Spirit is declared to be the character and the
power of the life. From the 12th to the 27th, He is in
18, the personal witness of our adoption and of our right
of inheritance, and: the helper of our infirmity. From
1he 28th verse to the end of the chapter, the Holy Spirit
is'proving that God is not only working in us, but, much
more, He is for us, in His own power and faithfulness,
so that the happy believer is assured that mothing can
geparate him: from the love of God—a love which he
knows by-the Holy Spirit which dwells in him,

The height of the glory, the depth of humiliation in
death, are in Christ.the proof and tEe means of our being
everlastingly blessed in:the presenee of God Himself;
in the blessedness which grace has given us. ‘

But' there- i still more instruction to be drawn out
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of the third verse of the 8th chapter. The three first
verses are a summing up of the three preceding chapters,
and three things are taught us in them. 1st. The po-
sition of the gult of man when considered in the light of
responsibility. The answer to this is His being justified
by God. This is the subject of the 5th chapter. 2dly. The
nature of the old man and that of the new is the subject
of the 6th chapter. 3dly. God, in order to put to the proof
the ability of man to work out righteousness for Himself,
brought in the Law, and man, through the fall, being a
sinner, could not fulfil righteousnegs. Even before he
was a sinner, when his obedience was put to the proof
by a law, it became the occasion of his fall. But when,
by means of the new birth, he understands the spirituality
of the Law, then he knows, not only that he has com-
mitted sins, but that the law of sin is in his members.
This is the subject examined by the Holy Spirit in the
Tth chapter.

The power and the nature of the new life in Christ,
who has died and is risen from the dead, is the answer of
God’s grace to the wickedness of the flesh. This is
taught us in the 6th chapter. The soul set free, through
fully knowing the work of God in Christ, is the answer
of Grace to the experiences of the 7th chapter. By
considering attentively the three first verses of the 8th
chapter, it will be easily seen that the first verse corres-
ponds to the 5th chapter, the second to the 6th, and the
third to the 7th. The 6th and 7th chapters are closely .
connected, because the soul that is born again finds out
the true character of the old man by means of the Law.
We have, then, the summing up of these two chapters
in the second and third verses of the 8th chapter. All
hope of deliverance is shown in the 5th chapter to flow
out of justification. But this is not man’s thought. He
would wish to deliver himself actually from the law of
sin by his own effort, and thus be without fault before
God; but God will not have it so, and it never could be
according to His truth, because that, on one hand, the
work of Christ would have been i1n vain, and, on the
other, man would not have known what is the true
nature and sinfulness of sin. If, by efforts in the con-
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science, we could find deliverance before God, the work
of justification, though 1t might not be by strength of
man, would, at least, be by the work of the Holy Spirit,
and not by the work of Christ. But God will not, and
for man it is impossible to have it so, because the work
of the Spirit of God is to show him how intolerable sin
is to God, and that the nature of man 1s not changed.
Now his very nature 1s sin. Man must submit himself
to the righteousness of God. Convinced of sin, con-
demned by the Law, he must find his righteousness in
another—in Christ, who died for him, and is now risen
and in the presence of God. This is the reason why the
3rd and the 5th chapters of the epistle come before the
6th and 7th, and the first verse of the 8th chapter before
the second and third verses.

After the Holy Spirit has described the conflicts of
the soul that is born again, and shewn its helplessness,
then the *¢ there is no condemnation ” (viii.1), is the
first want of the soul and the beginning of God’s answer
to it, in His Grace. But, because we have this privilege
— no condemnation ’-—in a risen Christ, this does not
separate from life, and cannot be separated from it; so
it is not simply a doctrine, upon a particular subject
expressing the thoughts of God; but it is a change in
what passes in the soul within, a change wrought through
the knowledge of this subject, by means of faith, The
- soul has learned its own helplessness by means of the
Law; the Law of God has discovered to it the Law of
sin that is in the members; the man sees the sin that
dwells in him; he hates it, but he cannot deliver himself
~ from it.

‘Whilst we are upon this subject of the Law, it ought
to be remarked before going further, that there are some
who make a law of Christ Himself. They acknowledge
His love; they see in His work on the cross, how great
is His love. They find in it a reason why they should
love Christ perfectly, with their whole hearts, but
they cannot find this love in themselves. They ought
to love Christ with their whole heart, but they. do not
love Him thus. Now it is precisely the Law which com-

mands that we should love God with all our heart, We
1%
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have found in Christ a new motive, we have, perhaps,
given a new form to the Law, but we find ourselves still
under the Law though we have clothed it with the name
of Christ. The power of sin is still there; it prevents
us from fulfilling the Law, which requires that we
should love with the whole heart. Sin is in the flesh—
it harasses me, and gets the better of me. Where can I
look for deliverance from this terrible and skilful adver-
sary? Our very helplessness is our resource. We find that
God Himself must come in; because we can do nothing.
No sooner have I understood the work of God (not the
promises), than I find that God  Himself has done the -
whole work. This is what is meant by the third verse;
God Himself has met and conquered the evil which was
- always too much for me; Christ, who knew no sin, having
been made sin for us, has taken away not only the sins
‘which we have actually committed, but also sin in the
‘flesh, in the presence of God, because He died not only
for sins, but also for sin.

In this the love of God has been revealed to us, that
Christ came into the world when we were nothing but
sinners; but this revelation of His love does not purify
the conscience. Moreover, so long as the conscience is
not purified, the heart cannot rejoice in His love, because
doubt in the conscience causes fear, and this prevents the
heart from resting with confidence on His love, It is
most true that love is in God, but the heart cannot make
this love its own, because conscience tells us that God
cannot bear sin.

The Holy Spirit who speaks of love in the Gospel,
speaking by the same word is also light to convince of
sin, and this convincing brings home to the heart not
only sin committed but sin as in itself. A child may be
convinced of his father’s love, but he fears to meet him
if his conscience tells him he has done anything wrong—
¢¢ fear hath torment.” But if we are risen with Christ, -
not only is it true that God has loved us in our state of
sin, but He has also raised us up- into quite a new posi-
tion,—into the same position-as Christ is in Himself
before God, where we ourselves are the result of the
mighty power of God, according to the power by which
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He raised up Christ from the dead, and set Him at Iis
own right hand in the heavenly places(Iph.i. 9—23; ,
2 Cor. v. 5).

The manifestation of the love of God in Christ whilst we
were yet sinners, is recalled to our attention in 1 John
iv. 9, but our perfect position in Christ, by being made
partakers of His life, 1s set forth in the 17th verse of
the same chapter. Now Christ came into this position
after having entirely finished His work, a work by which
the conscience is purified, and thus love is shed abroad
without hindrance in the heart. Because I am united to:
Christ who has died and is risen again for me, sin can no-
more be imputed to me than it can be imputed to Christ;
His position before God is quite the same as mine, and, let
us remember, it is a solemn thought; to have any other’
would be nothing short of damnation. There is no mid-,
dle place bétween the first and second Adam; and we well’
know that Christ’s position now before God is without
sin—not only as to the perfection of His person (which
was always perfect), but besides as it re‘gargs the imputa- .
tion of sin. What then? Has God become indifferent to
sin? Did Christ do nothing as to it? Did He shrink -
back on account of the difficulty of the work? Did He
claim at His Father’s hand twelve legions of angels to
deliver Him, or did He follow the counsel of the chief
priests by saving Himself as He had so often saved
others? No! we know it well ; He is the Head, without
gin, of those who believe on Him, because as the One
who has stood in their stead, He has made an end with sin
upon the cross, and, having finished this work, He has
united them to Himself by a new life which flows from
Him, and by the power of the Holy Spirit which has
made them one with Him. And, now, what does this
truth say as to believers? Not only did Christ bear our
sins upon the cross, but He was there personally our
substitute before God. For all that which the Holy
Ghost now shews us as sin before God, in the light of
His countenance, for all that, Christ died upon the cross
and He has borne it for us. He is Himself in the pre-
sence of God, judged of according to the light.of His
glory; He is there who knew ne sin, yet who was made
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sin for us. Now, thanks be to God, all 1s over—the
work is accomplished.

The cloud whence the lightning of God’s judgment
came forth, the tempest of His wrath has passed away,
taking out of the way our sin, and now the sunshine
of God's love rests on us without a cloud, that perfect
love which gave Jesus to finish the work. The con-
science 1s purified according to the holiness of God, who
has Himself judged the sin.

Before this, though God sent the Law among men,
- yet He Himself was hidden from them ; but the same
- stroke which tore the veil, so that God was revealed in
His holiness, has at the same moment taken away the
sin which forbids our standing before His unveiled face.
The full light (for the true light has now shined) which
shines around us, and in which we are, shews that we
are without sin before the face of God; and that our
garments are washed in the blood of the Lamb. The
nearer we are to the Light, the more clearly will our
perfect purity before God be seen. -

It is thus, then, that what the Law could not do,
because it condemned the sinner without being able to
change the flesh; God has done, because Christ has
not only borne our sins, but has come in the likeness of
sinful flesh; and become the sacrifice for sin. Thus God
has condemned sin in the flesh. Let this be particularly
noticed ; it is not said: Sin shall be condemned, as a thing
that is yet to be done, neither is it by the power of the
Holy Spirit, but it is by the atoning sacrifice of Churist.
Chnist has given Himself up as the atoning sacrifice for
‘the sin of which the Holy Spirit has convinced thee, O
believer. God has condemned the sin which has been
thy constant sorrow; but He has condemned it on the
cross of Christ; He has taken 1t away and thou art free.
Thou hatest it—it cannot be otherwise, if the Holy
Spirit is at work in thee. Now it is no more imputed to
thee than are the other sad fruits borne by this corrupt
tree. Thou art before God, in Christ, in Whom sin has
been condemned on the cross.

Now, as regards holiness, what is the effect of this
truth? 'What have we to say of the position of the
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believer? He is set in the light, even before the face of
God. He has a life which rejoices in this light; he has
the Holy Spirit to enjoy it. Holiness is measured by
this light. Since we are in the presence of God, all
things shall be judged according to the perfection of His
presence. ‘ We have communion with the Father and
with the Son.” Therefore, when the apostle speaks of
sin (in' Rom. ii1. 23), he does not say, ¢ We have sinned,
and we have come short of what men ought to do,” but
“ we have come short of the glory of God.” And be-
cause we are set on the ground of grace, 1t is not merely
that holiness 7s expecfed from us, but we are made par-
takers of His holiness; and not only so, but because God
is for us, we find power to realise in our life this setting
apart to Him; and because we know He is for us, we
have the assurance that He will give us this power when
we draw near to Him. Holiness is realised by com-:
munion with God; but with the conscience of sin, com-
‘munion is impossible. Where shall we find strength for
practical separation to God, unless in God Himself?
How can we ourselves walk in this practical holiness 1f
we have not His strength? How can I seek this strength
from God if I have not the assurance that He 1s for me,
and if my conscience prevents me from approaching
Him. FEiforts made after holiness may be sincere before
the soul is set at liberty, because the tendencies of the
new life are there; but such efforts are always mixed up
with the felt need of justification, and thus the true
nature of holiness is overthrown and lost, or, rather, it
has never been known. Asg to our rule of life, in ac--
eordance with our position of being in Christ, it is His
life on earthr which is our model. ¢ He that saith he
abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk even as He
walked.” These two things were seen in Him. He
wad the righteous man before God, and before man He
wag the revelation of God’s character. Such ought also
to be our life upon earth; walking in the presence of
God, we ought to manifest is character before men.
And the reason for this is, because Christ Himself is
already our Life, as the apostle says, ¢ That the life of
Jesus might be manifest in our mortal flesh.” And
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herein is the important difference between the Law and
the commands of Christ. The Law promises hife if we
fulfil its commands. The commands of Christ, as with
all His words and works, are the expression of the course
of that life which we possess already in Him. And
what were the principles of this life in Christ Himself?
1st. He could say, ¢ the Son of man which is in heaven.”
It was love from which all His service flowed. Iven as
man, He was born of God; and He could say of Him-
self, that for the joy that was set before Him He endured
the cross and despised the shame. The same thing is
true of us, with this necessary difference, which there
must be, because of His glorious person, for He is God
Himgelf. United to Him, our life is hid with Him in
God.

Then as to our life on earth as believers, it begins
with our being born of God. The love of God in our
hearts is the spring of our walk; and the glory in Christ,
which is set before us, strengthens us in all the sufferings
of our pil%rimage on earth; and, moreover, there is the
power of the Holy Spirit, by whose fulness He lived and
acted whilst on earth, and which is our strength to follow
Him. Thus we have two rules by which to measure
good and evil: on one hand, the Holy Spirit dwelling
in us; and, on the other, the life and fulness of Christ
Himself glorified. Concerning the Holy Spirit, by which
we are sealed unto the day of redemption, we ought not
to grieve it; rather ought we to be filled with 1t, that
we may realise our communion with God with perfect
joy. ¥rom our connexion with Christ, we ought to put
off the old man and put on the new, created in righteous-
negs and true holiness; and in addition to all this, in
sight of the -fulness of His glory, we ought to grow up
unfo Him, in all things which 1s the Head, even Christ,
unto a perfect man—unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness'of Christ..
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N° IL

THOUGHTS ON THE EXPERIENCE OF
ABRAHAM AND OF JACOB.®

THE experiences of the heart occupy a large place in the
thoughts of Christians. It is, nevertheless, important
always to judge them by the word of God. These ex-
eriences are the expression of the inward state of the
heart, and of our.relations with others, as well as of the
gsentiments which our. conduct, in these same relations,
produces in our hearts and in our consciences.

It is not necessary here to speak of the experience of
an unconverted person, although such a one is, never-
theless, not without experiences. It is true, that he does
‘not know God; but, in a certain sense, he enjoys His
goodness in nature—his conscience can blame him—he
can be weary of sin, and alarmed at the thought of judg-
ment. He can even forget the latter in the enjoyment
of his family and society in a life naturally amiable; but
he can do no more.

Nevertheless, there is a great variety in the expe-
riences of men in whom the Spirit of God is working.
This difference arises, on the one hand, from the relations
" in which we stand to God, and, on the other, from our
conduct in the same relations. It is true that God has
not put us under the Law; yet, nevertheless, an awakened
conscience 1s, as regards 1ts relationship to God, either
under the law or under grace. The Spirit of God, who
has awakened it, has caused its light to enter, and pro-
duces there the feeling of its responsibility. I am under
the law as long as I make my acceptance with God to
depend on my faithfulness to God, that is, on the fulfil-
ment. of my duties. If, on the other hand, the love of
God and His work in Christ are, for my conseience, the
only and perfect ground of my adoption, then am I under

* The original is in German,
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grace. The Holy Spirit cannot weaken the responsi-
bility; but He can reveal to me that God has saved my
soul, which was lost because my life did not answer this
responsibility. -

As long as the awakened soul remains under the law,
it has sad experiences; it feels that it is guilty according
to the law, and that it has no power to keep 1t. It is
well aware that the law is good; but, in spite of all its
efforts, it does not attain its object, which is obedience.
The experiences of souls in such a state are the expe-
riences of their sin—of their weakness and of the power
of sin. Even supposing such a soul should not be as yet
altogether brought to despair by the expectation of the
just judgment of God, because it experiences in a slight
degree the love of God, and because it hopes in the
work of Christ, there will not be less uncertainty as to
its relations with God, and this gives place to alternations
of peace and trouble.

In the latter case, the soul has indeed been drawn b

race; but the conscience has not been purified, and the
l%eart not set at liberty. These experiences are useful, in
order to convince us of sin and weakness, and to destroy
all confidence in ourselves. It is necessary that we should
feel ourselves condemned before God, and that we should
know, that henceforth all depends on His unmerited
grace.

It is otherwise when our conscience is purged, and we
have understood our position before God 1n Christ. Con-
demned in the presence of God, we understand that God
has loved us, and that He justifies us by the work of His
Son; we understand that sin is taken away, and our con-
science 1s made perfect. We have no longer conscience
of sins before God, because He Himself has taken them
away for ever by the blood of Christ, and that blood is
always before His eyes; we know, that being united
with Christ, who has fully glorified God in that which
concerns our sins, we have been made the righteousness
of God in Him. So the heart is free to enjoy His love
in the presence of God. ,

Thenceforth we are under grace; our relations with
God depend, thenceforth, on God’s nature, and the
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righteousness which Christ is become for us. Our re-
lations with God do not depend on what we are before
Him as responsible beings. Our experiences thenceforth
ever return to this: that God is love, that Christ is our
righteousness, and God our Father. We have commu-
nion with God and with His Son Jesus Christ. We
enjoy all the privileges of that relation. Nevertheless,
the use which we make of our privileges affects that
enjoyment. These relations remain constantly the same,
as well as the perception which we have of them; but
the enjoyment of what God 1is mn that relation, depends
on our conduct in such a position.

The experiences are always founded on my relations
with God. Am I sad? It is because the communion
with God—communion which answers to my relations to
Him—is interrupted. 1 feel that I do not enjoy the
blessed communion to which I have attained, and it is
this that causes my sadness; but this does not arise from
uncertainty as to the communion itself. The flesh has
no relations with God; and the flesh 1s ever in us. And
¢ the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Rom. v. 5). By this
Spirit we have communion with the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ (1 John 1.7); and we are called on to walk
in the light, as God Himselfis in the light (1 John i. 7).
Our communion with God depends on our walking in
the light, although, when we have lost it, God can visit
us by His grace, and restore communion, But God is
faithful, and does not permit sin in His children. If they
do not walk with Him in the light, He will cause them
to pass through all the trials and all the conflicts neces-
sary to bring them to the knowledge of themselves, that
they may remain in the light, and that their communion
may be true and pure.

It is true that these trials and conflicts do not affect
our relations with God, because they depend on what
God i3 in Christ, according to His grace and righteous-
ness; but the suspension of communion with God, a
suspension which puts us outside of the enjoyment of
the light, brings us into all kinds of conflicts, and painful
and humbling experiences of what our own heart really
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is. God Himself also employs correction to humble us
and break our will. Not only is the actual fall into sin
an opportunity for the dealing of God with our souls,
but all that 13 hard and rebellious in our souls also
affords an opportunity for it. The consequence of these
truths is, that the experiences of a soul that walks with
God are far more simple than the experiences of an
unfaithful soul; and, nevertheless, the knowledge of God
and of the heart of man will be far deeper in the former
case. As long as we walk in communion with Him, we
walk in the light ;and we have, in His presence, the
continual sense of His fatherly love. Nevertheless, this

iresence acts upon our soul, to manifest all that is not in:

armony with the light.

The judgment of ourselves takes place in the presence
of God, in the sense of His love, and in connection with
that love. Sin has the character of everything which is
not light; and is judged, not only because sin cannot
agree with holiness, but also because it does not agree
with the love of God.

With hearts purified by the love of God, and strength-
ened by communion with Him, the grace which acts
thus in us, takes the place of sin which has been judged,
and thenceforth our walk in the world is the effect of

-the communion of God in our hearts. We. carry God, so to
speak, through the world in our hearts. Filled with His
love, and:living in.the.power of the life of Christ, that
which Satan offers: does not tempt us. Our worldly
trials become a motive to obedience and not to sin. The
presence of God in our hearts preserves us in our rela-
tions with men. Thenceforth we experience proofs of
our corruption in the presence of God, and in commu-
nion with Him. It is thus we judge sin in ourselves, :
and sin thus judged does not appear in our walk. DBut
if we do not walk in fellowship with:God, if sin is not
thus judged, we walk more or less:in the world with a
rebellious will and lusts unjudged.. The action of our
self-will makes us uneasy, because we are not satisfied.
Are we satisfied? Then God is forgotten. Satan pre-
sents temptations which answer to unjudged lusts; then
the corruption of the heart manifests itself by a fall, and
by our relations with Satan, which take the place of our
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relations with God. Such a knowledge of the corruption
of the heart will be never so deep, never so clear, never
so true, as that which we shall have obtained in the pre-
sence of God by the light itself, We shall know sin by
§in, by a bad conscience, instead of knowing it by the
light of God Himself. We shall be humbled, instead of *
being humble. The faithfulness of God will restore the -
soul; but the continued power and growing light of His
communion will not be the same. It 15 true we shall
experience His patience and His goodness; but we shall
not know God in the same way as when walking faith-
fully in communion with Him. It is true, God glorifies
Himself by His ways with such a soul, because all things
concur to His eternal glory; but the knowledge of God
grows by our communion with Him.

The life of Abraham and that of Jacob come in the
way of interesting examples, in support of what we have
been saying. It is true, that neither the law, nor the
fulness of grace, had been as yet revealed. Neverthe-
less, as we-see in Heb. xi., the principles of the life of
faith on the promises of God were in general the same.

*“ In many things we offend all.” Abrabam himself failed
m faith on some occasions; but, in general, his life was a
walk of faith- with God. This is the reason why his
‘experiences are of another nature, far more intimate
with God, and more simple, than those of Jacob. His
history 1s short, and not rich in incidents; while the
-communications:af God to this patriarch are numerous
~and frequent. In: hs: history there is much about God, ¢
and: hittle about: man:i With one single exception,
Abrsham slways remained in the land of promise. He
was indeed a stranger and pilgrim, because the Canaanites
dwelt there (Gen. xii. 6), but he was in relation with
God; and walked before Him.

At first: when God had called him, he had not fully
answered this calli It is true he left indeed his country
and kindred, but. net his father’s house, and so he did
not arrive in.Canaan. It is-true, he had given up a great
deal; he hadigone from Ur in. Chaldea; but he came no
farther than. Charran and rested there (xi. 31, 32). So
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it is with the heart that has not learned that it belongs
entirely to God. It is only in conformity with the call
of God that we can enter into the position of the promise.

After the death of his father Terah, Abraham started
at the command of God; and they set out to come into
the land of Canaan, and they entered into it (xii.5).
Here we have -the position of the heavenly people.
Placed, by the grace and power of God, in a heavenly
position, of which Canaan is a figure, they dwell there;
they have everything in promise, but nothing as yet in
possession. The Lord revealed Himself to Abraham in
calling him; He reveals Himself anew to him in the
place which he now knew, and which he was going to
possess: ““ I will give this land to thy posterity” (ver. 7).
Such is, in general, our confidence in God, that we shall
possess really in future that which we know now as
strangers. '

“ And Abraham built there an altar to the Lord, who
had appeared to him” (ver.7). He serves God and en-
joys communion with Him. Thence he goes into another
place and there pitches his tent; he builds anew an altar
to the Lord, and calls on the name of Jehovah (ver.8).
He is a pilgrim in the land of promise; and that is his
entire history. We dwell in the heavenly places, we
enjoy them by faith; and we have communion with God
who brought us thither. Abraham’s tent and altar in
this place give a character to his whole -history, and all
the experiences of faith consist in that.

His unbelief brings him into Egypt (ver.10—21).
There he had no altar. An Egyptian servant-maid be-
comes afterwards the occasion of his fall, and a source of
trouble to him. She is, as we learn in Gal.iv. 24, 25, a
type of the law; for the law and the flesh are always in
relationship with each other. The grace of God brings
Abraham back; but he does not regain an altar till he
has returned to the place where he first pitched his tent,
and to the altar which he had built before: there he has
communion afresh with God (xiii. 3,4).

The promises of God are the portion of Abraham. He
lets Liot take what he pleases: ¢ Is not the whole land
before thec? Depart from me, I pray thee. If thou
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choosest the left, I will take the right; and if thou take
the right, I will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his
eyes, and saw the whole plain of Jordan, which, before
the Lord had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, was
watered throughout until one comes to Zear, like the
iarden of the Lord, and like the land of Egypt. And

ot chose for himself the whole plain of Jordan” (ver.
9—11). Lot 1s the type of a worldly believer. He
takes that which for the moment appears the better part,
and chooses the place over which the judgment of God
is suspended. Abraham had given up everything ac-
cording to the flesh, and God shows him the whole ex-
tent of the promise. He gives him a visible proof of
that which he has given him; and confirms it to him for
ever (ver. 14—18). Lot, the worldly believer, is over-
come by the princes of the world. Abraham delivers
him. With the servants of his house he overcomes the
power of the enemy (xiv.1—21). He will receive
nothing of the world. He says to the king of Sodom,
¢ T have lifted up my hand to the Lord, the mighty God,
the Sovereign, the possessor of heaven and earth, saying,
Surely I will take nothing of all that belongeth to thee,
from a thread to a shoe-latchet, lest thou shouldest say, I
have made Abraham rich” (xiv. 22, 23).

Afterwards God reveals himself to Abraham as his
buckler and great reward. Ile promises him a posterity
at a time when his body was now dead; justified by faith,
he receives the confirmation of the promises of God, who
binds Himself by a sacrifice, type of the sacrifice of
Christ. Then the inheritance is shewn him in its
details (xv.).

Following the counsels of the flesh, Abraham desires
for a moment the fulfilment of the promise by the law;
that is to say, by Hagar. But thus he only learns that
it is impossible that the child of the law should inherit
with the child of promise (xvi.). Then God reveals
Himself anew as God Almighty. Ile tells him that he
shall be the father of many nations, and that God will be
his God for ever (xvii. 1-—~14). The posterity according
to the promise is promised again (xviill5—19).

After that, God once more visits Abraham, and gives
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him positive promises respecting the approaching birth
of his son (xviii. 9—15). He looks upon him as His
friend, saying, “ Shall 1 hide from Abraham what I am
going to do?” (xviii.17). He communicates to him His
thoughts concerning the world, and Abraham converses
with Him in perfect peace and familiarity. He prays for
those who had forgotten the Lord (xviii.23—33). It
was necessary that Abraham should again experience, in
the case of Ishmael, that the law produces sadness and
anguish; and at the court of Abimelech he learned to
know, that when unbelief is in action, it only produces
troubles and sorrow. But God, in His faithfulness,
watches over Him, as well as over the mother of the
posterity.

Afterwards, Abraham was tried in the highest degree,
till he had to give up everything according to the flesh,
and even the promises. But the promises in a Christ
raised in figure are confirmed to Christ Himself, and in
Him to all the spiritual posterity of Abraham (xxii.
15—19; compare (al.11i.16—18).

Abraham then has learned by a fall that neither the
law nor the promise are of any avail for the flesh; never-
theless, in general, his peculiar experiences consisted in
pilgrimage and adoration, all the time he continued
in the promised land. We have now remarked that his
life is characterised by a tent and an altar. The whole :
experience, the whole life of the faithful Abraham, con- '
gists almost entirely of worship, intercession, and revela- ;
tions from God; so that he learned to comprehend these
latter with increasing clearness and accuracy. He passed
his time in the place to which God had called him.
The revelations of God were for him rich, sweet, and
admirable. His knowledge of God intimate and deep—
his personal experiences happy and simple—for he walked
with God, who had revealed Himself to him, in grace.

Now let us also examine a little more closely the life
and history of Jacob.

Jacob was the inheritor of the same promise, and, as
a believer, he valued it; but he did not trust in God
alone. He did not walk, like Abraham, in daily fellow-
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ship with the Lord, and waiting upon the Lord. It is
true he received the promise, but his experiences were
very different from those of Abraham. Although at
the end of his life he could say, ¢ The angel that delivered
me from all evil” (Gen. xlvii.16), he nevertheless was
constrained to add, * The days of the years of my pil-
grimage have been few and evil, and have not arrived
at the days of the years of the life of my fathers, of the
time of their pilgrimages” (xlvii.9). The variety of his
experience is a proof of unfaithfulness.

In compliance with his mother’s advice, he employed
profane means to obtain his father’s blessing ; and was
obliged, through fear of hisdeceived but profane brother,
- to leave the land of promise (xxvii. 28). Now his posi-
tion is altogether changed; his unbelief has driven him
out of the land of promise. His pilgrimage is not, like
that of Abraham, in the land, but outside of it. ‘

It is true, God watches over him, waits on him, and

preserves him; but he does not walk with God. He has
no altar till his return, after a course of painful expe-
riences (xxxui. 20). He had no full communion with
God till he returned to the place where he had last en-
joyed the revelation of God, and where he had been
strengthened by His promises. Ior one-and-twenty
years he had to do with men who cheated and oppressed
him, while God preserved him in secret; but he could
not possibly have an altar outside the land of promise.
- We also worship God, and we have communion with °
- God, while we dwell in spirit in heavenly places, there,
where God Himself has given us our proper place. But
if we get outside of it, we can have no fellowship with
Him, although He knows how to keep us by His grace
and faithfulness. |

At the end of twenty-one years, God orders Jacob to
return. He must flee far from his father-in-law like a
guilty fugitive. Itisimpossible to be pure from the world
if we have lost heavenly communion with God; and it is
difficult not to carry away something that belongs to the
world, 1f we abandom that communion. But God is
faithful. From that moment a course of experiences
begins for Jacob (as they are genmerally called), but
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which, nevertheless, are nothing more than the effects of
his getting away from God.

Delivered from Laban, Jacob pursues his journey to-
wards Canaan; and God, to comfort and fortify him,
sends an army of His angels to meet him (xxxii.l).
Nevertheless, notwithstanding this encouragement from
God, unbelief, which deliverance from danger does not
destroy, renews Jacob’s fearin the presence of his brother
Esau. One does not get rid of the difficulties of the path .
of faith by trying to avoid them; one must surmount
them by the power of God. Jacob had brought these
difficulties upon himself, because he had not trusted in
God. The host of God was forgotten, and the army of
Esau, who no longer cherished in his heart hatred against
his brother, frichtened the feeble Jacob (xxxii.7). He
could then employ all kinds of means to appease the
presumed and dreaded anger of his brother., He causes
flock after flock to pass; and that does more to show the
state of the heart of Jacob, than to change that of Esau.
Nevertheless, Jacob thinks of God; he reminds Him that
He told him he ought to return; he implores Him to
save him from the hands of his brother; he thinks of
the state in which he left the country, and acknowledges
that God has given him all his possessions (xxxii.9—11).
But his prayer discovers an ungrounded fear. He reminds/
God of His promises, as if it were possible that He had |
forgotten them. It is true there is faith there, but the
effect of unbelief produces a wild and confused picture.
The timid Jacob has not only sent forward his flocks to
appease Esau (xxxii. 13—20), but he sends his whole
family across the brook, and remains behind alone (ver.
22,24). His heart is filled with anxieties. But God,
who guides all, awaits him precisely there. Although

‘He had not permitted Esau to touch so much as a hair

of Jacob’s head, He nevertheless had Himself to jndge
him, and bring him into the light of His presence; for
Jacob could in no other way enjoy the land of promise
with God. God wrestles with him in the darkness till
daybreak (ver.24). It is not here Jacob wrestling with
God of his own accord; but it is God wrestling against
him.
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He could not bless him simply, like Abraham; he
must first correct the unbelief of his heart. Jacob must
experience the effects of his conduct—he must even suffer,
~ because God will bless him. Nevertheless, the love of
God is acting in all this. He gives strength to Jacob
during the conflict in which he must engage to obtain
the blessings, to persevere in waiting for them. He will
nevertheless have to retain a lasting proof of his weak-
ness and previous unfaithfulness. Ilis hip-joint had been
put out while God wrestled with him (ver.25). And
not only that, but God also refuses to reveal His name to

him unreservedly. He blesses Jacob. He gives him a
 name in memorial of his fight of faith, but He does not
reveal Himself. How greatis the difference here between
- Jacob and Abraham! God reveals His name to the latter
without being asked to do so, that Abraham may know
Him fully; for Abraham generally walked with Him in
the power of this revelation. e had no conflict with
God; and, far from having to fear his kinsfolk, he over-
came the power of the kings of this world. He 1is there
as a prince among the inhabitants of the land. God
frequently.converses with him; and instead of wrestling
with Him to obtain a blessing for himself, Abraham
~ intercedes for others. He sees the judgment of the world
from the height where he was in communion with God.
—-Let us return to the history of Jacob.

Notwithstanding all, his fear never leaves him.
Blessed by God by means of his conflict, he still trembles
before his brother Esau. He divides his children and
wives according to the measuring of his affections, so
that those whom he most loved were at the gpeatest dis-
tance from Esau. Only then does he undertake to go to
meet his brother. But nevertheless he deceives him
again. He evades the offer of an escort which Isau
makes him, and promises to follow him a little more
gently to his residence near Seir (xxx11i.14). DBut Jacob
went to Succoth (ver.17).

Now Israel (Jacob) is in the country, nevertheless hig
heart having been long accustomed to the condition of a
traveller without God, he knows not how to become a
pilgrim with God. He buys a field near Sichem, and
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settles himself in a place where Abraham was only a
stranger, and where, knowing the will of God, he had
-not possessed a spot of ground whereon to set his foot
(ver.19). It is at Bichem for the first time, and after
having returned into the land, that he builds an altar;
the name of the altar recalls the blessing of Israel, but
not the name of the God of the promises. He calls
the altar “ God, the God of lsrael” (xxx1ii.20). Thank- .
fulness, 1t 1s true, recognises the blessing which Jacob has
received; but the God who blessed him 1s not yet
revealed. '

We now find corruption and violence in his famil
(xxxiv). The wrath of his sons, gruel, and void of the
fear of God, brings him out of his false rest, which was
not founded on God; but again the faithfulness of God
preserves him. Hitherto Jacob had not thought of the
place where God Himself had made him the promise,
from the time of his departure, and where Jacob had
promised to worship when he should have returned by
the help of God. God Himself sends him there now,
and says to him, *“ Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell
there, and there set up an altar to the strong God who
appeared to thee when thou fleddest from the face of
Esau thy brother” (xxxv.1). (God, who had guarded,
guided, chastened him, had prepared him to come into
communion with Him. But first it was necessary that
he should leave his false home, where God was not. He
must lodge at Bethel (the house of God), and in that
very place build an altar to God who had first revealed
Himself to him. We here see the instantaneous effect of
the presence of God with Jacob, a presence which he had
not yet learned to know, in spite of all his experiences
up to that moment. The thought of that presence im-
mediately recalls to his mind the false gods which were
still among his furniture. These false gods were the
effect of his connection with the world; and Rachel, from
fear of Laban, had hid them under the camels’ furniture.
Jacob knew well that they were there ; nevertheless he
said to his family and to all those who were with him,
¢ Put away the false gods that are i the midst of you
and purify yourselves, and change your garments, and
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arise and let us go to Bethel, and I will build an altar to
£od, who answered me in the day of my distress, and
who has been with me in the way that I came. Then
they gave Jacob all the false gods that they had in their
hands, and the rings that were in their ears, and he hid
them under the oak that was by Sichem” (xxxv.2, 4).
-The thought of the presence of God made him remember
the false gods; it awakens in his soul the conviction that
the gods, the objects of the adoration of this world, can
never be kept together with a faithful God. Nothing
else can awaken this conviction. No possible experiences
can ever have the effect which the presence of God pro-
duces on a soul. Such experiences are useful to humble
w8, they are a means of stripping us of ourselves. Never-
‘theless it is only the presence of God as light which can
cause us to condemn ourselves, and give us power to
purify ourselves from our deepest and well-known though
hidden idols. Abraham had nothing to do either with
Jacob’s idols or Jacob’s experiences.

The fear of God reigned over the enemies of Jacob,
‘g0 that they did not follow him, notwithstanding the
murderous violence of his sons (xxxv.5). Now God
could reveal himself to Jacob; and although he remained
lame, all went on as if he had not before passed through
any experience. Jacob had come to Bethel, from whence
he had started. There he built an altar to the God who
had made him the promises, and who had always been
faithful to him. The name of his altar no longer reminds
us of Jacob blessed, but of Him who blesses, and of His
house. It is not called the altar of God, the God of Israel,
~but the-altar of the God of Bethel, that is to say, of the
‘house of God (xxxv.7). God at this hour speaks with
Jacob, without saying anything at all of his experiences.
‘These had been necessary to chasten Jacob, and empty
him of himself, because he had been unfaithful. God
‘Himself appeared to him now without being entreated.
We read in Genesis xxxv. 9, God appeared again to
Jacob when he came from Padan-Aram, and blessed him.
He gave him the name of Israel, asif he had not given
it him before, and reveals to him His name without
Jacob having asked it of Him. -He converses with him
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as formerly with Abraham. He renews the promises,
and confirms them to him—at least, those which have
reference to Israel; and after having ended his communi-
cation with him, God went up from him, for He had
visited him (Gen.xxxv.13).

Jacob was then returned, after a course of experiences,
to the place where he could have communion with God—
to a position in which, by the grace of God, Abraham had
almost always. kept himself. Jacob is a warning to us,
but Abraham is an example. The first has, it 1s true,
found the Lord again by %IS grace; but he has not had
the many and blessed experiences of the other, he does
not pray for others. The highest point of attainment
with him is Abraham’s starting point, even the home of
his soul. With the exception of a few falls, this was
the habitual state of Abraham, the state in which
he lived. ¢ Abraham died in a good old age, old
and full of days, and he was gathered to his people.”
But Jacob said, “ The days of the years of my hfe have
been few and evil, and have not amounted to the days of
the years of the life of my fathers, even the time of their
pilgrimages” (Gen. xxv. 8, and x1i.9). He ended his life

in Egypt. |
* The experiences of Jacob are the experiences of what
- the hearts of men are. The experiences of Abraham are
- the experiences of the heart of God.

‘We havedescribed threekindsof experiences: 1st. Those
which take place under the law, the position of a believer
not known, or when, without being ignorant of it, he 1s
there, having his heart all the time under the law.
2ndly. The experiences which one has of his own heart,
from the time that one walks far from that position where
God reveals Himself to cherish and keep up this commu-
‘nion. 3rdly. The simple and blessed experiences which
one has in walking with God, in the place where God
has set us, to enjoy communion with Him in lowliness
and thankfulness. These last are experiences of the heart
of God, which bring us into the knowledge of His coun-
sels, and of the faithful love which is contained in them.

They consist in a close communion with God Himself;
the others are, as it has been sald, the painful experiences

Present Testimony 8 (1856)



Present Testimony 8 (1856)

of Abraham and of Jucob. 29

of the heart of man, among which the highest degree—
and also precious for us—1is, that God remains faithful in
‘the midst of our unfaithfulness, and that He is patient
towards our folly, by the which we put ourselves at a dis-
tance from His presence.

Our privilege is to walk like Abraham; our refuge
when we are unfaithful (for God is faithful who does not
suffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear)
is that God remains faithful, and draws us out of all
danger to the end. May God give us grace to dwell
near to Him, to walk with Him, that our experiences
may have for their end the growing knowledge of His
love and of His nature (Col.1. 9-—12).

A HYMN.

O JEsus, let Thy mercy throw
Its guardian shadow o’er me,
Preserve me while I'm here below,
And guide me safe to glory.

I'm weaker than a bruised reed,
And cannot do without Thee;

I want Thee here each hour of need,
I’'ll want Thee too in glory.

And though my efforts now to praise,
Are often cold and lowly,

A nobler, sweeter song, I'll raise
With all Thy saints in glory.

We'll lay our trophies at Thy feet,
We'll worship and adore Thee,

Whose precious blood has made us meet
To dwell with Thee in glory.
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N°. I1I.

DEATH.

Or all solemn realities, in the wide universe of God’s
creatign, there is none more awful than that of Death.
Looked at in the light which God’s most holy word casts
upon 1t, as to its origin, development and termination,
the subject is one full of solemn import. And to a
creature who is fallen it must be so; because it contains
the thoughts and truth of the living, eternal, unchanging
God—His explanation of the fallen state of a creature
who has cast off its dependance upon Himself.

1 desire to say a few words upon this subject, under
the guidance, I trust, of God; and desiring that what I
write should be received or rejected according to its
agreemnent or non-agreement with the Scriptures of
truth. For I write as one who has known Him, through
whose word, blessed be God, it is said—*‘ Life and im-
mortality are brought to light by the Gospel.”

Scripture, as a revelation of God, is a revelation given
to man. This truth limits and checks many an inquiry
which the human mind might hike to entertain; and 1t
would condemn many a flight which fallen human reason
might like to take as to the bearing of certain subjects
upon other parts of creation beside man. 1 have felt
this as to Death—but 1 desire to check myself, and to
keep within that field, the field of human responsibility,
to which the Word directs me.

“ In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ”
(Gen.i1. 17), 1s the first intimation on the subject which
18 met with in Scripture. It was the warning of the
Lord God, in His wisdom and goodness, addressed to
Adam, as to the sure consequences of disobedience; and
the words were addressed to him as to « living soul. For
“the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
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and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul ” (Gen. i1.7). What was the
difference, the distinction, between Adam as thus made,
and the cattle, the birds, and the fish? DBoth were ex-
pressions of creative power; but how different the
modes in which this creative power wrought forth in
the two! How different the intentions and objects of the
Creator in the two cases! how different this last creature
from all the rest! The essential difference, at least, 18
easily felt, when the peculiar deposit made to Adam in
Eden (chap. i) is weighed. None but Adam was
counted competent to recognise the Giver of all goodness,
and to know himself as a creature responsible to Him—
able to honour and able to dishonour Him, if it would.
This power of recognizing God as the source and up-
bolder, and the alone proper end of one’s being, man
alone possessed. The Law, looked upon as a standard,
and explanation of what man ought to be, throws light
upon the subject, and gives us a development of no little
importance. To love God with all the heart, mind, soul
and strength, and to love one’s fellow, as set by God
near one, as oneself—this is what man should do and
should be. Not to be, not to be able to do, thus—in
man—is the proof of his being, as a creature, not in de-
pendance upon God-—is morally, as to what he is inwardly,
death. To be unable to have God in all his thoughts,
proves a man to be dead in soul. True, there is the
solemn realizing of what such a state is in other ways;
but where, from a man’s state, God cannot be in all his
thoughts—when the energy is such as to put into action
thoughts in which God is not, what but death is shown
to be there. The creature, made to be dependant upon
its Creator, if it ceases to hold that place, may, nay
must, be dependant upon another. And in that death
¢ in trespasses and sins,” which we read of in the New
Testament, we find, as in passages innumerable, that
Satan gets possession of man fallen from God, and fillg
him with all evil and wickedness. Or, again, the effects
of this death within may be showed out in more ways
than one; ¢ the wages of sin is death,” and ¢ He that
has the power of death” is the enemy—even ¢ death ”
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as to the body;—but while this is quite true, and while
it is true that there is such a thing as fhe second death,
still I judge that the creature (in the widest sense of the
term) 1s dead when it naturally acts, or puts into action,
a will, a thought independently of God. To a creature,
separation from its Creator 1s death. The will of a
serpent-beguiled Eve opened the door, when she took of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and did eat.
The doing so was a practical taking of a place of being
without God. The effects of the knowledge of good and
evil upon such an assumed place became soon evident,
in the sense of nakedness,~—of broken responsibility,—of
suspicion of God, and a quiet self-complacent assumption
of competency to guard against God. DBut alas! self-
complacency which can delude man to think that he is
competent, not only to settle matters with God, but com-

etent also to protect himself against God, with whom
ge feels himself to be at issue, act as it may outside of
His presence, has only to feel that he may be near to be
forced to confess its own insufficiency. This we see in
Adam after the fall—charging God foolishly ; and charging
his fellow quickly follows; and the stream of delusive lying
soon brings in murder also. The likeness and image of
Adam the first, as made after the likeness and image of
God, soon disappear. And, in the progeny and exile of
Adam, we find rather the traces of the hand of him
who had been a murderer and a liar from the beginning,
than of aught else. Surely moral death——death in tres-
pass and sin—may be found in Gen.iii., although man
never saw death in a human body until Cain murdered
his brother Abel—and although (we may add) man will
not see what all this really means, until, before the great
white throne, the root of sin, in alf its shoots and {ruits,
has been finally judged before the Son of Man. Then
shall man, 2s man, know and see, the second death there
fully discovered, what the contrast is of subjection to
God, and of subjection to God’s enemy.

It 1s wonderful, but so 1t 1s: man’s will and man’s
plan for bettering himself in independency of God—be-
éu'ﬂed to it as he was by Satan-—opened the way for

atan’s condemnation. And when all was ruined in
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Eden, it then came out that God’s will and God’s plans

could not be escaped from. Who should anticipate God?

Was any one before Him? Creation, ruined by man

through the guile of Satan, was to become the turning

point of Satan’s condemnation, and of the display of
redemption among men—the seed of the woman shall
bruise the head of the serpent. The question is no

longer about Adam, or about his state or his obedience

or non-obedience; he is left clean out; Satan and the

seed of the woman are the parties between whom the

whole is made now to rest by the Divine mind. Crea-

tion was exhausted as to a remedy; there was none in

creation. But if Satan had shaken creation, and man the

centre of the fair system here below, he had not, he

could not shake God. Him he could not change; to him

he could not say: ¢ In Thy wisdom, and power, and

goodness there is no answer.” Irremediable ruin he had

‘brought, but only upon himself, and those who should

cleave to his interests among men, and set themselves,

and persevere to the end, in opposition to the interests of
this seed of the poor beguiled Eve.

A state of severance from its Creator, would seen to
me to be death in man as a creature. One may look at
the state itself; at that to which 1t exposes man; morally
or bodily, or as to his whole being; and one may
look at ‘it as not only what is true as to man, but as that
which has become an occasion for God to display Him-
self by, as to man, between the time of its entering and
the time of His fully acting as to man, a sinner, upon the
alone ground of this sin, namely, in the judgment; when
‘banishment from the presence of God, banishment in
God’s own eternity, for ever, of all those who have
taken part with the old serpent against the seed of the
woman, shall be finally executed; and they that are
such shall then be driven to the place prepared for
‘the devil and his angels. And O how justly driven
shall every human tongue then confess; for not only
-is ‘our sin against our Creator, but against a Creator
who stooped from Divine glory to the cross, due to
us, that He might win us for Himself and for God from

_Satan,
9%
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But if almighty wisdom and almighty power could
not be outwitted by Satan or man, none but He who was
wise and powerful to perfection could solve the enigma,
or show how, without a compromise to His own govern-
ment and character, yea, to the very rendering of both
more honourable, the difficulty could be met. His way
we know, a way in which a trait in His character, which
never had yet been displayed, but yet was not new in
Him—mercy—-could be unfolded; a way in which, while
stooping down to that which was in its nature and doing
the very opposite of all that He loved, He could yet say
to it, *“For my own name’s sake, and by the power of
what I am, be blessed I” and give to it a new life, incor-
ruptible, and, in its source, nature, and tendencies,
altogether above all that the mere creature, as set in
the garden of Eden, was or had; and He could, and
did give 1t, too, in such a way as to clear Himself in
so dealing with the sinner, and to give to the new man—
to the divine nature so communicated—rperfect freedom
from all the consequences of the fallen condition and
state of the vessel in which it was put, and power also
over that vessel. In the wonders of Iis own way, too,
the blessing should be so given as to leave the receiver
free, daily to renounce, not only Satan and the world,
but its ownself for the sake of the Redeemer.

- What an appeal to the heart of a sinner is found in
the picture of the descent of the Son of God, as given us
in the second chapter of Philippians! What true moral
power! What superiority of self to circumstances! What
expression of a just appreciation of the value of mercy as
in the Father’s bosom! What a dignity in the recog-
nition that himself wasindeed the only one (He the only
begotten Son of the -Father), who by His own down-
stooping could take ul}i the controversy, and, as the
champion of God, by humiliation of Himself, turn all
the chaos of confusion to a scene in which mercy should
yet rejoice against judgment. _

Himself he knew no sin; Satan had, not only, nothing
in Him; but also He was holy, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and there was in Him the full outflowing of that
which showed that God was all in all to Him. ¢ Lo, I
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come to do Thy will,” was the very motto of the being
of this faithful servant. Such He was, and such He was

~ proved to be, when most fiercely tried. But what could
the world, out of course and full of evil, lay hold of in
Him, who, separate from all its evil, was in it to pour
forth the streams of blessing to its present need, and was
about to die for the sins of those who sought His life.
What could Satan do; what hold could even he lay of
Him whose heart and mind and soul and strength were
all and alone for God? What could God Himself find
amiss or short-coming in Him who was ready to be
obedient unto death-—the death of the cross, in all the
full import of the contents of the cup which His Father
had prepared for Him to drink there? He was light in
the midst of darkness—light as to what man should be
"and should do—light as to what God was and is. But
when all the active energy of His goodness had fully

- expressed God and His goodness, and been rejected, He
was willing passively to be led as a- lamb to the slaughter,
and to die for the rejector. Was ever perfectness like
this? Was ever such a triumph in service, deep, self-
renouncing service as this?

And when He came to the cross, He found there, not
merely death, not merely a painful kind of death-—one to
which the Jewish law had attached a legal curse—but
He found there that which He well knew He would find
there, namely, the effects mn full—in full as He alone
could appreciate and bear them—of what, in all His
perfectness, it was to stand as one who had undertaken
to be a substitute for the guilty in the presence of God.
His ver{ perfectness, His every apprehension of how His
personal position, as forsaken of all below, appealed to
God, must have enhanced to His righteous mind the
sorrow of heart and soul, when He cried out, ¢ My God,
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”

We are sinners; the root of sin bears daily fruit, to-
wards God, of sing, but hitherto God has, in long-suffer-

_ ing patience, refused to act towards us as such. e, the
Christ, was not a sinner; there was no root, no fruits of
. gins towards God in or from Him; but in the very hour
when all His perfectness was most displayed, and most
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touchingly displaﬁed-—-perf‘ection toward God and to-
ward us—then Jehovah was pleased to act towards Him
as though all our sins and iniquities were laid upon Him.
Such a forsaking never had been; never once had God
so forsaken any, so effectually withdrawn the light of
Iis countenance from any one.

No adequate measure of God’s feelings about sin, no
estimate of 1t can ever be found but this. He that tries
to measure sin will find, for he 1s finite, no just mea-
sure. God presents to us here an infinite measure, a
perfect estimate. And they that have to do with troubled
consciences, will find that nothing but an infinite measure
will ever suit conscience when it is in God’s presence.
But there the Infinite God was perfectly expressing His
thought about sin. His own beloved Son and faithful
servant could not introduce it, when it was only vicari-
ously laid upon Him, into God’s presence, and into the
light of God's countenance. God’s delight was in His
servant; His heart might yearn over Him, but He could
not give the light of His countenance where sin was.
That God and sin can never meet to be together, was
better told in the cross of the Lord Jesus, even than it
will be hereafter in the banishment of the wicked from
the presence of God.

Worms found in rebellion, voluntary slaves of God’s
great enemy, in character and works hateful, in every
respect the contrast of the beloved Son, to chase them
from that presence, where is fulness of joy for evermore,
seems natural. They might be left to their own inward
feelings without being hurried away by the blast of the
wrath of God, to get as far off as possible from Him.
His holiness, their position, character, work, the scene
then present—all, all seems to make their sinking down
in that day into the lake of fire and brimstone natural.
How should they not depart? How could they stay?
But not so when we turn to the cross—to the cross of
the faithful servant, of the beloved Son of God. Sin was
but imputed to Him; He was in all His native beauty
and perfectness as to Himself; He did but stand as the
just one in the place of the unjust to bear the conse-
quences of sin. All the wonder here is on the other
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side; and the perfectness of God’s holiness, and the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin, stand fully manifested, because
He, even He, could not have light then and there.
“ My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”’ was
the true, deep experience of His righteous soul when
thus He took the place of us to bear the judgment due
to us.

- And how wondrous an anticipation, too, is found in
that cross! He who shall hereafter be Judge of quick
and dead—who shall, when Judge, bruise the head of
Satan, and lay all that has opposed itself to God low—
He on the cross tasted death for every man. The infinite
~and eternal Son of God, as the servant of God, took, as
the just one, the place of the many unjust, and bare sin
in His'own body on the tree. Death was in His case the
expréssion and the revelation of His perfectness and of
who He was. It was not the mere letting of Him out
of the body into a world to Him known and loved; or,
as 1t 1s in fallen man’s case, into a world unknown and
dreaded. His death was, in a certain sense, too, an act
of His own; for * He gave up the ghost,” after committing
His spirit unto His Father. He alone had power to lay
down His life, and power to take it again; this com-
mandment had He received of the Ifather. The wrath
was past, the judgment had spent itself; that which
would have sunk a world to hell, there through eternity
to abide, without having exhausted the wrath which
assigns to rebellion a lake of fire, where their worm dieth
not, and where their fire is not quenched-—that wrath
against our sins, when laid upon Him, was exhausted, and
while upon Him drew forth the most perfect expressions
of what He was. 'Who can read the twenty-second Psalm
without being struck with the moral perfectness of the
sufferer? and with another thing, too, and that is, that
the spring of His communion with, and faithfulness to,
God, was not merely that of a creature? A creature, in
its dependance, can give back nothing but what it re-
ceives from God; it has in itself no springs; but when
all inflowing of light from above was interrupted, light
flowed out still from Him. If God forsook Him for our
sins’ sake, He did not forsake God. When most suffer-
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ing under wrath, Ilis faithfulness most shined out. He
bore the full penalty of our guilt and sins.

Now this alone would change everything as to the
article of death, the death of the body. The judgment
of the great white throne kas been anticipated, and is mag-
nified. He to whom men shall give account then and
there for deeds done in the body, which were expressions
of their association with the old serpent—He Himself, in
that day the Judge of all—He has borne the penalty of
our sins, and won for Himself by this obedience unto
death, the death of the cross, the glory of universal
Lordship: ¢ Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:
that at the name of Jesus every kmnee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”
(Phil, 11, 9—11). This takes away to them that are His
the bitterness of death; for they know Him who hath
said, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but 1s passed from death unto life” (John v.24). They
know Him who said of Himself, ** I am the resurrection
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die” (John xi.25,26); and
they can say, ¢‘ Thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor.xv. 57).

Death of the body is a most humbling fruit of sin to
man; and it has most justly been looked at by fallen
man as the king of terrors. It is the debt which fallen
human nature owes, and has a sting in 1t, as the grave
has a terror in it, which the human mind can never
evade. ¢ All their lifetime subject to bondage through
fear of death,” has been the experience of many; and well
may it be, for he that has the power of death is the
devil. As the tree falleth, so shall it lie; beyond the
grave there is no repentance ; “ death, and after that the
judgment,” are all of them truths calculated to make it
“terrible.
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Death is the challenger of men’s thoughts, What
answer can we render to ourselves about this? Is it onl
that, in fulness of selfishness, in a world that is godless,
a man that is godless can make himself happy? Not
caring for God, he cares not that he is morally dead ss to
God, so long as he can stay in a world which Satan has
filled with follies to amuse the godless soul, and make it
able to kill time as it flies with a light heart. But when
death appears, or is thought of, then the end of the dream
i seen too. Aye, death, into what abyss will it let man
fall? - And as surely as there is a God, then *‘ after death
the judgment” Death is in this way the detector of
darkness within to many a godless sinner—the shadow
-cast before it, too, of judgment to come. In the field of
fallen human nature, what a humbling fact i3 death ; and
what a centre, too, is it to motives, causbs, consequences
and results, which might well humble the pride of man,
if aught in nature could !

There is another thing to be remarked, and it is, the
effect which the death of our Lord Jesus Christ had as
to the effects of death upon the minds of the people of
God on earth. Tirst, until He came and had died, death
- —death of the body—had not a full answer given to it
in revelation. It was not that the soul taught of God
did not know His mercy and grace, or could not trust
itself blindfold to Him; but the way was not yet made
manifest: and, ¢ How shall these things be?”"—had not its
answer until life and immortality were brought to light
through the Gospel. Moreover, God was dealing with a
people whose blessings and hopeg were, as a people, “ of
the earth, earthy;” and the eternal blessedness at God’s
right hand was not the subject of testimony, as it has be-
come since man rejected Christ, and God raised Him
again from the dead. Now,in the death of the Lord
‘Jesus Christ we have the full expression of God’s judg-
‘ment, and judgment past, too. God, in wisdom and
goodness, had not permitted men to live from the fall to
the final judgment. Death had cut down those that
were morally dead, and of those in whom moral death
was, one individual after another; and as the tree fell, so
should it lie.. Yet this stroke of the axe was not the last
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or the worst of God’s wrath against the morally dead;
for the general resurrection, where the fullest expression
which God can give of judgment against the serpent and
his seed will take place, is yet future. . But in Christ’s
death there was an anticipation by God of His full and
final judgment against sinners.

But there is another thing to be remarked as a fruit of
His death. Not only is there the negation of what is
bitter, dreadsome, dark, and gloomy in the grave found
in J1is death, but there is a positive decking of the grave
for us who believe~the lamp of His love has gilded 1ts
¥assage. To the thief upon the cross he said, *“ Verily,

say unto thee, This day thou shalt be with me in Para-

dise” A garden of delights to the poor thief it was to
be, and good the company in which he should find him-
self there. How blessedly has that path, unknown to us,
of the soul separate from the body, been experimented
by Him that has saved us. Not only as Son of God does
He know the passage and the state right well, but has
madec his experience of both one and the other as Son of
Man. It was needful, for death was the goal of his
course here below. His body lay in the grave—His
spirit, commended to His Father’s keeping, was in Para-
dise—three days and three nights was there; and when
He awoke and arose, Ile led captivity captive; for the
grave was burst to faith, and He would mark it to be so.
“ And many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and
came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went
into the holy city, and appeared unto many” (Matt. xxvii.
52,53). Surely, if we knew no more than this, we
could sez and say that His death and resurrection have
given to the grave a light—shown 1t to be, for His people,
only a place of passing through to blessing. But, as to
‘the blessing, these were but first-droppings of a cloud of
fatness. I'or we have nothing apart from Himself-—our
clearing from judgment was. by His bearing the penalty
for us—* our righteousness"—it is Himself; ¢ as He 1s,
go are we in this world.” |

‘What a blessed fulness is in that word, 1 Cor. xv.20:
“ But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first-fruits of them that slept.” A Stephen’s death is a
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practical commentary on the words, * O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory ?”

‘ He, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stead-
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God. And said, Behold,
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing
on the right hand of God” (Actsvii. 55, 56). . . . “ And
they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit! And he kneeled down, and
~cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep” (ver.
59, 60).

So e?gain,.we find in Paul no shrinking from death.
Taste 1t he knew he should noz ; Christ Lad tasted it for
him; he, as a believer, should not taste it; hig mind was
not held by such a thought, but by quite others.

1st. He wanted his death, if he died, to taste to God
of Christ, and he had boldness that it should do so.
¢ According to my earnest expectation and my hope,
that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified
in my-body, whether it be by life, or by death” (Phil.1.20).
¢ Christ to be magnified” was the aim of his being; and
he had no timid, pious feeling of half hope, half fear,
about his own passing through the valley of the shadow
of death, and not bemg lost or terrified by the way; that
would have been to have lived for himself. Christ had
settled all that for him. His eye was on another thing,
that all he was should magnify Chyist. And as to this,
he had earnest expectation, hope, amdl boldness; and well
he might: for, as it is addedp (and it was no private
‘behest to him, but his as being of the body of Christ,
and a consistent member of 1t),  For to me to live 1s
Christ, and to die is gain. But i1f I live in the flesh, this
is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot
not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
‘nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.
And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide
and contirue with you all for your furtherance and joy
of faith” (Phil. 1. 21—25).
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Death is gain. That is settled to a believer. 1t i
to be with Chrst, which i1s far better. DPaul, walking
in the Spirit, could so act on this as to drop self
entirely, and see what as to life or death in his own
case would most serve the present interests of the saints,
and as that was to live a little longer, he knew he should
do so, and was willing to have it so.

How blessedly does the believer’s assurance express
itself in 2 Cor. v. 6—8: * Therefore we are always con-
fident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body,
we are absent from the Lord: (for we walk by faith, not
by sight): we are confident, I say, and willing rather to
l]?:a absent from the body, and to be present with the

ord.”

And the ground on which this assurance rests is most
sure, namely, the desire of Christ, and the call to us of
God to be confident, single-eyed, and full of Christ in
dying or in living. ¢ He died for all, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
Him which died for them and rose again.”

In Stephen’s case, dying was an act of his life: to the
believer 1t 1s always an act of the new life and not of
the old. ‘ For none of us liveth to himself, and no man
dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the
Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.
For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived,
that He might be Lord both of the dead and living ”
(Rom. xiv. 7—9).

As sin has reigned to death, so did grace propose to
reign through righteousness unto eternal life. And we
know that He, who is the Resurrection and the Life, is
He that liveth, though once He died, and He has the
keys of hell and of death.

In Him life and death, all are ours (1 Cor. 1i1. 22); and
though in deaths oft (2 Cor.xi.23), Paul found that
neither death nor life could separate from the love of
God which was in Christ Jesus.

There has been, T fear, a displacing of the blessing of
the truth that the grave is not now a tasting of death,
but absence from the body to be present with the Lord.
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Perhaps, in our selfishness, with some of us, the desire
to depart was too strong, and savoured more of love of
%ersonal, individual blessing, than of fellowship with the

ord’s thoughts. If so, one can well understand how
the discovery that, not death, but resurrection glory
is the hope of the individual heart (which came to many
of us with the truth of Christ’s hope being, to possess
His church in the heavens, and to rule the earth for
God), should have made one forget the blessedness of
absence from the body and presence with the Lord. For
selfish hope lives not in the light. But admitting and
thankfully owning that Christ is the centre and end of
all God’s dealings, can one not say: If God’s will 1s
for me to leave the wilderness and wait for the Lord’s
descent to the heavenlies, not here (amid sorrow and sin)
but above in the presence of my blessed Lord, how
blessed for me the change! Isnot a Paul, a Stephen, a
Timothy, etc., in more present enjoyment than 1?7 And
let me say another word: Can not brethren beloved,
after reading 1 Thess. iv., understand a man’s saying,
“If it were revealed that Christ should come this night;
still, if called to fall asleep ere He does come, I shall
have experienced, as it were, extra displays of a guar-
dian care on His part in the passage; and I shall be
found at His coming in a position not the most unsuited
to that faithful love, which ever thinks first and most of
that which is weakest of all.”

Time would fail me, if I here attempted to enter, in
detail, upon one part of the subject. I name it in closing,
and a blessed topic it is, to one who is acting now upon
God’s" principle of death and resurrection. I mean the
way that ¢ death ” is presented as a spoil to adorn the
seed of the woman, the Lord of all glory, in that glory
heavenly and earthly, which is prepared for im. It 18
the Lamb that was slain, alive for ever more, who 1is,
amid all the glories, connected with the Lord God
Almighty—the Saviour God.
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NO- 1V,
HARDENING THE HEART.

THERE are Scriptures which contemplate a succession of
eras or times all along the course of the earth’s history,
from the time of the Flood, I may say, to the days of
Antichrist, when there has been, or is to be, a judicial
visitation, under the hand of God upon the hearts, under-
standings, and consciences of men.

1 might present the following instances:®

“The old Gentile World . . Rom.i.28.
Pharaoh or Egypt . . . . Ex.iv.21,
The Kings of Canaan . . . Josh. x1. 20. -
Tsrael . . . . . . . . Is.vi
Christendom. ., . . . . 2 Thess 1.

These scriptures show us this judicial dementation, of
which I am speaking; and they further show us, that
the fruit or character of this dementation may be very
startling, such as we could not easily have believed or
feared.

Under 1t, men of refinement and intelligence may
adopt all kinds of religious vanity; rulers and statesmen
may be blinded to the plainest maxims of government.
Did not Pharaoh persist in a course which, in the mouth
of witness after witness, was sure to be the ruin of his
kingdom? Did not the nations of Canaan tremble at
the 1 report of the conquests of Israel, and of what God
had done for Israel; and yet, in spite of all that, did
they not madly resist Israel? (See Josh.) And will not
whole communities of 1ntelhgent refined, advanced
people, by and bye, bow to the claims of one "who shows
himself to be God, setting himself up above all that is
worshipped ?

This has been thus, and will be thus still, under this

» There are other instances of this judicial hardening; but
they are of a private and not of a dispensational na.ture, and,
therefore, I do not put them among these cases.
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judicial dementation; worldly men violate the clearest
and most sensible means of their own interests, and re-
ligious men depart from the simplest instructions of the
truth. We are not to wonder at anything. The very
idols which fnen have taken as spoils of war, they have
afterwards bowed down to as their gods (2 Chron. xxv. 14).
For what folly, what incredible blindness of understand-
ing, will not the infatuated heart of man betray. But
this dementation is never sent forth to visit man until he
has righteously exposed himself to judgment. All the
cases show this. Pharaoh, for instance, had, in deepest
ingratitude, forgotten Joseph. The Amorites of Canaan
had filled up the measure of their sins. = The old Gen-
tiles had brought this reprobate mind on themselves
(Rom.1.28). Israel ¢“ had not,” Jerusalem ¢ would not”
(Mat. xiii. 12; xxiil. 37). And the strong delusion is to
be sent, by and bye, abroad upon Christendom, only be-
cause ** they loved not the truth, but had pleasure in un-
-righteousness.”

This hardening precedes destruction; but it comes
after man has ripened his iniquity. God endures with
all long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc-
tion, as He fashions by Iis Spirit Iis own elect vessels
of mercy ere He glorifies them. ¢ Whom Ie will He
hardens,” issurely true; but He wills to show His wrath
in this way of hardening, or of judicial dementation,
-ont!{y in the case of those whom He has in much long-
_suffering endured (Rom. ix. 18—23).

Thus, thew, we see there 1s such a process in the judg-
ments of Géd.as the hardening of the heart—that this is
never executed till man has ripened himself in evil—
- and that the fruit of this may appear in such human
- folly and blindness as we should never have apprehended,
or perhaps conceived.

Yet this prepare us for things which not only may
shortly come to pass, but which have already appeared.
Men of learning and of taste, men of morals and religion,
men of skill in the science of government, and whoie
nations famed for dignity and greatness, each in their
~generation may be turned to fables and to follies enough
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to shake the commonest understandings in ordinary
times.

1 do not say the * strong delusion” has gone forth; bus
there are symptoms and admonitions of its not being far
off. 'What a voice has this for us, to keep near to the
Lord in the assurance of His love, to love His truth, to
walk immediately with Himself, and to promise ourselves
that His tarrying is not long.

FRAGMENT.

“ Trose who fight the Lord’s battles must be contented to be in no
respect accounted of; they mnst expect to be in no respect encouraged
by the prospect of human praise. And if you make an exception, *that
the children of God will praise you, whatever the world may say,’
beware of this, for you may tarn them into a world, and find in them a
world, and may sow to the flesh in sowing to their approbation; and
you will neither be benefited by them nor they by you, so long as respect
for them is your motive. All such motives are a poison and a taking
away from you the strength in which you are to give glory to God. It
ig not the fact, that all that see the face of the Lord do see each other.
It is not the fact, that the misapprehension of the world is the only mis-
apprehension the Christian must be contented to labour under. He must
expect even his brethren to see him throngh a mist, and to be disappointed
of their sympathy and their cheers of approbation; the man of God must
walk alone with God, he must be contented that the Lord knoweth. And
it is such a relief, yea, it is such a relief to the natural man within us, to
fall back upon human countenances, and human thoughts and sympathy,
that we often deceive ourselves, and think it * brotherly love,’ when we
are just resting in the earthly sympathy of some fellow worm. You are
to be followers of Him who was left alone, and you are, like Him, to
rejoice you are not alone, because the Father is with you, that you may
give glory to God. Oh! I cannot but speak of it. It is such a glory to
God to see a soul that has been accessible to the praise of men, sur~
rounded by hundreds and thousands of his fellow-creatures, every one
of whom He knows how to please, and vet that he should be contented,
yea, pleased and happy, in doing, with a single reference to God, that
which he knows they will all misunderstand, Hcre was the victory of
Jesus—there was not a single heart that beat in sympathy with his heart,
or entered into his bitter sorrow, or bore his grief in the hour of his
hitter grief; but His way was with the Lord — His judgment was with
his God —his Father— who said, ¢This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.” This was the perfect glory given to the Father by
the Son, that in flesh and blood such a trust in God was manifested; and
this is what you are called to, and you are not called to it as He was,
but you are called to see God in Him. God has come near to you in
Christ, and here you have a human heart—a perfect sympathy—the
heart of God in your nature, and to this you are ever carricd. And if
there be any other sympathy with you in the wide universe, whether on
the sea of glass, or still on this earth, it is only as the pulsation of the
blood that flows from Christ—to His members—that it 1s fo you of any
account. Iced upon it, and remember you are thus to walk in the
world not hanging upon one another.”
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Ne, V.
THE GENTILE,
DANIEL 1.

THERE is something much to be observed in the opening
of the book of Daniel.

It was the moment when the Gentile was receiving the
sword of government from the hand of the Lord: and
this Scripture lets us know with what mind the Gentile
did receive it; and we see that it was a very bad mind
indeed.

The Gentile would never have had the sword in this
way, if Isracl had been true to Jehovah, and the house
of David continued in their integrity. DBut at this
moment, when the Chaldean is thus endowed, Jerusalem
is a wilderness, and the glory has departed from the
earth.

The Gentile, therefore, in taking the sword, should
have taken it as with a burthened heart. He should, in
spirit, have sorrowfully tracked the way by which power
had now come into his hand, and have accepted it as
with-grief and trembling. This would have been the
right mind in the Gentile when accepting power from
God on the fall of Jerusalem and the departure of the
alorv. |
8 'Ilz such a spirit David accepted power. It was Saul’s
-apostasy that opened the passage to the throne for David.
But Saul was God’s anointed; and the fall of the anointed
of the Lord was before David at that moment, rather
than his own exaltation. He lamented with a sore
lamentation over the mountains of Gilboa, where Saul
and Jonathan had been slain (2 Sam. 1.).

This was beautiful, and the very opposite or contradic-
tion of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel i. Instead of mourn-
ing, the king of Babylon triumphs; and the very first
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thing he does is to adorn his palace, the seat and
witness of his power, with the best-favoured children he
could get from among the captives of Judah.

Nebuchadnezzar should not have looked on Jerusalem
in the day of her calamity. Ie may have been the rod
of the Lord’s indignation against her, but he should have
used his commission with a grieved heart. The glory
itself, though 1t had to leave Zion (Ezck. vili.—x1.), left
it reluctantly and with reserve, and, as I may say, sor-
rowfully. '

And this Gentile should have known, also, the holiness
of Judah, and how near the Lord had been to Israel. If
he never thought of this, it was because of the hardness
of his heart, and he is answerable for such hardness that
blinded him-—as the world is answerable for not know-
ing Him who made it when He was in it. The Gentile
should have known that God's house was at Jerusalem;
a house, too, made to be a house of prayer for all nations.
All this was the witness of God’s presence in that city;
and the Gentile’s exultation in the day of her calamity
is the Gentile’s wickedness.

All this condemns the Gentile from the very beginning.
And when we loock around and abroad, we sce him 1
the same spirit to this day. Nay, the Gentile has this
further sin attaching to him. He is now, in Christendom,
exalting himself, advancing, enriching, and adorning
himself in the world, though Christ, the King of glory,
like the-glory of old in Jerusalem, has been grieved and
sent away. The present Gentile i1s carcless about the
sotrows and the blood of Jesus, just as Nebuchadnezzar,
in his day, was careless and thoughtless about the fall
and the griefs of Jerusalem. The Gentile 15 the Gentile
still; and God’s indignation against Jerusalemn shall end
in his destruction,

FRAGMENT.

Savr lost the kingdom of Isracl through independence—through want
of waiting upon God. He saw his people scattered from him, and his
enemies pressing hard upon him; and these proofs of his weakaess were
too much for his heart unsustained by trust in God. He could not in
such a trial wait for God, David gained the kingdom by taking the
place of dependence; and by taking as his motto: * My soul, wait thou
only upon God.”—* My help cometh from the Lord who made heaven
and earth.”
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No- VI
THE LIVING GRACE OF CHRIST.

- John xxi.

THERE are two great objects, in regard to man, for which
Scripture has been written. In regard to man, I say,
- because the display and accomplishment of Hisown glory
in Christ, is surely God’s highest object in His word, as
~ well as in all His ways. DBut, as o man, Scripture has
been written, first, for the communication to dead sinners
of eternal life in the knowledge of the Son of God; and,
secondly, the ministration to that life, where it has been
received, of all the fulness of Christ Himself, He being
the object on which that life is exercised, as well as the
gource whence it proceeds. We have the formal state-
ment of the first object in John xx. 30, 31, *“ And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His dis-
ciples which are not written in this book: but these arc
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing, ye might have life
through His name.” How blessedly simple! So simple
‘that even a child may, by the teaching of the Spirit,
understand it—understand that to which the greatest
human learning is a hindrance rather than a help. Num-
berless deeds and words of the Lord Jesus had not been
recorded by the apostle, “but these are written”—for
what end? ¢ That ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.”? * Well,” says the reader, ¢ 1
do unfeignedly believe this—not because parents, or
teachers, or ministers have said it, but because God has
written it in His word, and all He says is true.” You,
then, dear reader, are a partaker of eternal life! The
fact is, that the believing on the Son of God is the frst

ulsation of this life. The natural life received by an
mfant from its parent declares itself in various sounds
and motions; and even if it be but the beating of the
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pulse, the life is thus surely manifested. Now, truly to
believe in Christ is, so to speak, the pulse of the new life;
so that, when any one believes on the testimony of God
Himself, that Jesus 1s the Christ, the Son of God, e Aas
life through Christ's name. * This 1s the record,” as we
read elsewhere, ¢ that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son,” so that ¢ He that Aeth the
Son hath life.” /

Every one knows, however, that a new-born babe 1s
the most helpless creature in the world; it can neither feed
itself, nor defend itself, nor go by itself, nor care for
itself in.any way. It has to be fed, and tended, and
- cared for, t1l], as the life is gradually developed, it grows
up from infaney to childhood, and from childhood to
man's estate. So does the new life through the name of
Jesus need to be nourished and ministered unto. And
what 15 its nutriment? < As new-born babes, desire the
sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, if
so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Here
we have the first pulsation of the new life somewhat
differently expressed, “ If so be ye have fasted that the
Lord is gracious.” We cannot fail to know in natural
things whether we have tasted any given flavour. We
may not understand the composition of the substance in
which the flavour is found; but if it be salt, or sweet, or
bitter; ¢here can be no quegtion about our knowing its
taste, sapposing we have tasted it. So in the things of
God: we have all keard that the Lord is gracious, but
have you, dear reader—have I—/fasted that He is so?
Do we know the divine refish of the Lord’s grace, which,
to be known, must be spiritually tasted? If we have,
then are we born of God; for it is the new life alone
which is possessed of this spiritual taste. It is through
the Word that the Lord has made known to us that He
is gracious, and it is in the reception of the Word that
we have both received the new life, and become con-
scious of its fastes. ¢ Being born again, not of corrup~
tible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.” And how else
chould the life thus received be nourished, but by the
same Word? By the same Word, moreover, still further
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up,faldini“ that the Lord is gracious”? It is in our first:
tasting . this that we receive life; and it is as we taste it.
- more and more that.the new life is developed and .grows.
~ The . great subject of John xxi. is the living grace of
the. risen Saviour-—grace, which having met our need
as sinners in the blood shed upon the cross, now meets all
our necessities. as sainfs in the fulness here seen to re~
sidein Jesusas risen from the dead. These records of the
~ intercourse between the risen Christ and His disciples,
have thus a peculiar interest and charm. Who can fail
to be touched by the tenderness, the sympathy of Jesus
in all His relations to His disciples till the hour of His
death? = But death and resurrection might have been
supposed to change all this. How blessed, that when, as
- here, we find:the risen Jesus in the midst of His disciples,
it 18 the same Jesus~tender, compassionate, full of sym-
pathy and love, which, if it wield the arm of omnipo-
tence, can yet enter into the most minute circumstances
of the disciples’ condition and wants!

At the opening of the chapter, we find a cluster of the
disciples gathered together. On the night of His be-
trayal they had all forsaken Him and fled; and they all
- needed the restorings of His living grace as risen from
the dead. Peter had, it is true, by his rashness, placed
himself in circumstances which made his fall more con-
spicuous than that of the rest; but all had forsaken their
dying Lord and Master, and had proved, that though the
spirit was willing the flesh was weak. And though Jesus
had.already appeared to them once, and again after His
resmrrection, we find them here, in ver. 2, in such a state
of soul:.aa. readily to respond to the proposal of one
always the most forward to act—*‘1I go a fishing. They
say unto him, We also go with thee.” They go, and
spend the whole night in fruitless toil.

Three years and a half before, they had been called
from.that very employment by the Lord Himself. Jesus
called them to follow Him, and to such of them as for-
gook ‘their nets. He said, “I will make you fishers of
men.” From that time they had either acecompanied
Him, or gone- at. His bidding to preach the Gospel and
cast. out devils, He caripg for all their wants, so that they
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lacked nothing. Now they supposed that His care over
them was at an end, and that they had become depen-
dent on their own resources and endeavours. They go a
fishing: but to what purpose was their toil? ¢ That
night they caught nothing.” In the morning, however,
Jesus, who was cognizant of all their need, though they
knew it not, stood on the shore, and said, “ Children,
have ye any meat?” They knew not that it was Jesus, -
for such was the manner of His intercourse with them
after His resurrection; but there He was, with all the
-interest in their minutest cares which He had been wont
to manifest in the days of His flesh. He bids them cast
the net on the right side of the ship, and now they are
not able to draw 1t for the multitude of fishes.

In all this there was, no doubt, instruction both for
them and for us, beyond the circumstances of the mo-
ment. It is surely the happy privilege of all who know
Jesus to testify of Him far and near; setting Him forth,
according to the ability given to poor perishing sinners,
as their only hope and refuge. But while it 1s happy,
and of all importance, that the heart be ready for this
service anywhere and at all times, let us never forget
that success depends entirely on our being in the current
of God’s workings. The disciples might spread the net,
and cast it in the sea, but if not in the current where
the tishes were, what advantage in it all? It is only in
proportion as we individually walk with God, depending
entirely upon Christ, and guided by Him, that blessing
will attend our labours. It is not on the amount of
labour that success depends, but on our being near
enough to Christ to have His directions in casting the
net on the right side of the ship. |

Nor 1s the same service assigned to all. ¢ There are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of services, but the same Lord.”” The vessels,
moreover, of the several gifts differ from each other,
according to the wisdom of Him who doeth all things
after the counsel of His own will. All have not the
promptitude of Peter, or the tenderness of John. We,
in the narrowness of our hearts, would often seek to have
every vessel cast in the same mould, while, as has been
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said by another, ¢ Unity in diversity is God’s principle,
both in creation and in the churcﬁ.” In the chapter
before us, we find in John the tenderness and delicacy of
spiritual affection which was the first to perceive that it
was the Lord Himself who stood on the shore; while in
Peter there is the promptitude in action, in which he no
sooner understands that it is the Lord, than he girds his
fisher’s coat about him, and casts himself into the sea.
What is recorded of each is beautifully characteristic.
It was for the dmciple who lay in Jesus’ bosom to be the
first to discern who He was, and cry, ¢ It 1s the Lord !”
while it wasfor Peter, forward, energetic, and impetuous,
to plunge into the ses, and swim to shore. Neither the
J. oﬁns nor the Peters can be spared; each has his place
and service; and we do well to remember that ¢ all
things are ours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, all
are ours, and we are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.”

It was not only that after they had spent their night
in fruitless labour Jesus appeared to them, and directed
them so to cast the net.as to find a full supply, but when
they reach the shore, what awaits them there? A repast
ready prepared to their hands! “ As soon, then, as they
were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and
fish laid thereon, and bread” Who was it that had
.thus been caring for them while they were toiling hard
and without result? True, indeed, we are not told who
it was that had kindled the fire and dressed the food;
but the. silence of Scripture ig often as impressive as its
language, and the heart needs no testimony as to whose
service of love this was! But how could so touching a
roof have been afforded of the Saviour's changeless,
iving love and care? To guide the unconscious tribes
of the deep to the disciples’ net was an act of almighty
- power, which might well impress them as 1t did; but for
their risen Lord to be thus personally the servant of their
humblest wants, was an answer to their unbelieving
fears which none but He could give! And what a testi-
riony to us that nothing which concerns us can be be-
neath His notice! ¢ The very hairs of our heads are
all numbered.” | | |

When, at their Lord’s invitation, they had dined o
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what was prepared to their hand, and on some of the
fish they had caught, the Lord addressed Himself to
Peter. Butif we are to understand the bearings of the
conversation ' which ensued, we must glance for a moment
at what had previously occurred. Nothing can be more
smportant than the restoration of a soul which has fallen
into sin; and in Peter’s case this precious work may be
traced from beginning to end. His restoration was pro-
wided for, indeed, before he fell. Else how could he
have been restored? Jesus knew tRe danger which
awaited all His disciples, #nd to which Peter, by his
- #mpetuosity and self-confidence, was peculiarly exposed.
¢ Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you,
that he may sift you as wheat: bu¢ I kave prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted (or
restored) strengthen thy brethren.” Peter knew not his
danger; but the Lord knew 1t, and thus graciously inter-
ceded for him, even before his fall was consummated.
What a comfort that we have One who ever lives to
make intercession for us! One who intercedes in antici-
pation of our failing; and not only when we have actu-
ally failed!

The circumstances of Peter’s fall are well known, and
need not be retraced. When self-confidence had be-
trayed him into rash zeal, distance from his- Lord, and
-companionship with His enemies, warming himself at
their fire, the lagt- stop, the outward fall, was but the
natural result of alk that had occurred. Alas! what poor
nothings we are when left to our own strength. There
may be life—divine life; but if we do not realize that,
we have no strength to follow out‘the impulses and ten-
dencies of this life, and so lean entirely on the strength
of Jesus; we may be left, like Peter, to learn by expe-

- rience the bitter but wholesome and needed truth. But
the Lord remembers His unfaithful disciple. ¢ The cock
crew, and the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.”
That leck broke Peter's heart. He ¢ went out, and
wept bitterly.” Such is the first stage in the restoration
of a soul. To be heart-broken under the look of Jesus,
recalling to the conscience of Peter the words by which
he had been forewarned of the very sin which he thought
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~timpossible he. could eommit, but in which the eye of
-Jesus pow wests upon him—to taste the bitterness of sin
inthepresemce of the very grace which had thus fore-
swarned, and which now reminds—and penetrated with
sghame and grief, to go out and weep bitterly, such is the
4oommencement in.a lapsed soul of the work by which, in
~the grace of Christ, that-soul is to be restored.
In John'xx, we find Peter in company with the dis-
-eiple whom Jesus loved. Mary informs them that she
thas been to the sepulchre, and that the body of Jesus
has been removed. “° Peter, therefore, went forth, and
+that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they
syan -both . together; and . the other disciple did outrun
+Peter, and.-eame first to the sepulchre.” How was this?
+Jh ordinary circumstances, Peter was not a man to be
spatrun, and espeoially by one so gentle as the beloved
disciple; and even in this instance he was as ready to
-get ont towards the sepulchre. What thought had sud-
.denly occurred to him to cause the slackening of his
pace, and lead him to give back, and suffer John to
woutran him? Ah! does not the question of itself sug-
~gest its only answer? Who can doubt that it must have
been the remembrance of the last look he had from
. desus that now eccurred to him, producing results so
- unlike the general character of the man? But between
-this journey to the sepulchre and the events of our
-.chapter, an interview-—a personal interview—-had taken
-place between Peter and his risen Lord. In Mark xvi.7,
~the angel says to the women, while announcing ihe
yemurrection -of Jesus, “ But go your way, tell his dis-
viples and: Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee.”
Lest Peter in ks despondency should deem himself ex-
‘cluded from a general message to the disciples, his name
.48 thus epecifically mentioned. But in Luke =xxiv. 34,
s the two, on their return from Emmaus, find the eleven
:athered t%ether, and them that were with them, “ say-
»mmg, 'The $.ord 18 risen indeed, and hath appeared to
“Bomon.” In.1 Cor.xv. 5, moreover, Paul, witnessing of
Cherist’'s* egnrvection, says, *‘ He- mms seen of Cephes.”
Need it-be asked -what the object of this separate amter-
-wview with Peter can have been? Ah! there are ques-
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tions in the soul of a saint who has fallen as Peter did,

which can only be settled between that soul and Christ.

There can be no third party present at such a moment.

The presence of a third party would be felt to be an

intrusion. The soul needs to hear from Christ’s own

mouth the assurance of His unchanged and unchanging

love, and to receive from Himself the seal of full forgive-

ness. This is needed, not because of any change.in the

blessed Saviour, but to re-assure the soul of His re-~
pentant disciple, restoring thus the confidence which sets

the heart free and at ease in His presence. Such had

evidently been the result of this interview of Peter with

his risen Lord. At the sea of Tiberias there is none of
the shrinking back which we have noticed on his way to

the sepulchre. No, as soon as John says, “ It is the

Lord,” Peter plunges into the sea, that he may the more

quickly be at His feet, or by His side.

Was, then, the restoration of his soul complete when
he thus swam to shore on hearing that it was the Lord?
No, there needed a further process still. Bitterly had
he mourned his sin in denying his Lord: fully was he
now assured of his Lord’s forgiveness and unchanged
affection ; but he had not yet been led to discern and judge
in himself the secret root of the evil into which he had
fallen. The process of restoration is mnot complete as
long as this is unaccomplished; and it was to this, ac-
cordingly, that the Lord now addressed Himself. Most
tenderly, yet unsparingly, does Jesus go to work with
His disciple. Not when they were hungry and faint,
but ¢ when they had dined, Jesus saith to gimon Peter,
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?”
He first refreshes his heart with all the manifested love
and care we have been tracing in this narrative, and
then He puts this searching inquiry. It is not, ¢ Lovest
thou me more than thou lovest these?” but ¢ Lovest thou
me more than these love me?’ It is as though the Lord
had said, ¢“ You did think, Peter, that you loved me
more than any one besides loved me. You said, Though
all.men forsake thee, yet will not I. Are you still of
the same mind? Lovest thou me more than these do?”
But Peter understands Him not. His confidence, in-
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deed, in the love of Him who was thus probing him was
not at all disturbed, nor did Jesus wish that it should
be. Nay, He does everything to encourage and strengthen
it. * He confides to his care the precious lambs of His
flock as the most tender pledge of His confidence and
love; but still the probing must be completed. A second
time the question is proposed; then a third; and now, as
though the number recalled the thrice-repeated denial of
.his Lord, and the warning which his self-confidence had
,ﬂ‘eviously received, all seems to flash upon his conscience.
e 18 “ grieved,” not surely with his Lord, but with
himself; while his third answer evinces that the probe
.had reached the bottom of the wound. The root of his
.8in was now laid bare to his conscience; and in appeal-
'ing, as he does, to Christ’s omniscience, he makes plain
that he bows entirely to the warning called forth, not by
his sin, but by the self-confidence which was sure to
.betray him into sin. Instead of protesting now that his
love to Christ is greater than that of any one besides, he,
in effect, acknowledges, that any one judging by his con-
~duct would not suppose that he loved Christ at all; but,
as the Lord knew his heart, he could appeal to Him.
S Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I
love thee”” He can be trusted now; for he has learned
his own weakness, and the only secret of real strength;
.and so he is again commanded, * Feed my sheep.”
- Nor was this the whole. As has been remarked else-
where by another, there might still have remained one
sting—one subject of bitter self-reproach—in the review
by Peter of this epoch in his history. One can well un-
derstand how he might have said, ¢ Ah! I once had the
opportunity of dying for my Master—of actually sharing
1s cross—but now that opportunity is gone. In my
‘weakness and wilfulness, I have thrown it away, and 1t
‘can never be restored.” ¢ Yes,” it i3 as though the
+ Saviour said, “it can and shall he restored.” Grace can
‘vestore what sin has forfeited; and surely this is what
was implied in the words of Jesus, ¢ Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thy-
.self, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when
thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and
3%
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another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou
wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death
he should glorify God.” Once the apostle had been
within view of death, with and for his Master, and in
the energy of his own will he had vowed to go through
it. He girded himself, and walked whither he would—
and, alas! as we all know, he failed. To will was pre-
sent; but to perform required a strength, the lack of
which Peter had now fully proved. DBut still he was to
have the honour and privilege of being crucified for
Christ. Not, as before, through any energy of his own
will, but in the complete renunciation of himself, and
meek submission to the will of another, he should by
death, and that, too, the death of the cross, glorify God!
“ And when He had spoken this, He said unto him,
Follow me.”

Is not this grace, beloved? What can compare with
this living grace of our risen, living Lord? And it is He
who says to us, as He said to Peter, “ Follow me.” Not
in the restless endeavour to live up to a certain standard
of attainment; but the heart drawn onward by the attrac-
tion of this perfect grace, this living love! A love
which, while it reaches to the lowest depths of our
saddest failures, pardoning, probing, restoring us, sets us
again on our feet in the path which He Himself has trod,
and says, “ Follow me.”” Shall we not follow Him in-
deed? Can we decline to follow if His grace, as thus
made known, has really touched our hearts?

SELF-EXAMINATION.

PrECEPT i# always addressed to a known relationship. I do not
tell my servant to behave as my child, because he is not my
child; nor do I tell my child to behave as my servant. A
Christian is never called upon to examine himself as to whether
he is a child of God or not. He is called 10 examine himself as
to whether he walks like one. Suppose my child begins to ex-
amine himself as to whether he is behaving as he ought-—this is
all right and proper. But suppose he sets about examining his
bebaviour to find out whether he is my child or not ?—the thing
is monstrous,
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No VII.
HOW TO KNOW THE WILL OF THE FATHER.

{ExTRACT FROM A LETTER.]

Translated from the Frenck,

Ir a child habitually neglected its father, and did not
take the trouble of knowing his mind and will, it 1s
to foresee that, when a difficulty presented itself, this
.child would not be in circumstances to understand what
swould plesse its parent. There are ecertain things which
God leaves in generalities, in order that the state of the in-
dividual s soul may be proved. If, instead ofthe case I have
*auppﬁsed of a child, i1t were a question of a wife towards
her husband, it is probable that, if she has the feelings
and mind of a wife, she will not hesitate a moment as
to knowing what would be agreeable to him; and that
cwhere he had expressed no positive will about the
matter. Now you cannot escape this trial: God will not
allow His children to escape it. * If thine eye be single,
thy whole body shall be full of light.”

People would like a convenient and comfortable means

of knowing God’s will, as one might get a receipt for
~anything; but there exists no means of ascertaining it
=without reference to the state of our own soul.

Moreover, we are often of too much importance in
our own eyes; and we deceive ourselves in supposing
some will of God in such or such a case. God, perhaps,
has nothing to tell us thereon, the evil being altogether
in the stir we give ourselves. The will of God is, per-
haps, that we should take quietly an insignificant place.

%urther, we sometimes seek God’'s will, desiring to
know how to act in circumstances in which it is not His
will that we should be found at all : if conscience were in
real healthful activity, its firsy effect would be to make
us quit them. It is our own will which sets us there,
and we would like, nevertheless, to enjoy the comnsolation
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of God’s direction in a path which ourselves have chosen.
Such 18 a very common case.

Be assured that, if we are near enough to God, we
shall have no trouble to know His will. In a long and
active life 1t may happen, that God, in His love, may
not always at once reveal His will to us, that we may
feel our dependence, particularly where the individual
has a tendency to act according to his own will. How-
ever, ‘ if thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light?” whence it is certain that if the whole body
is not full of light, the eye 1s not single. You will say:
That 1s poor consolation. I answer: It is a rich consola-
tion for those whose sole desire is to have the eye single
and to walk with God—not, so to speak, for those who
would avoid trouble in learning His will objectively, but
whose desire 18 to walk with God. ¢ If any man
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth
the light of this world. But if a man walk in the
night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in
‘him.” It 1s always the same principle. ¢ He that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have -
the light of life.” You cannot withdraw yourself from
this moral law of Christianity. ¢ For this cause we also,
since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to desire that you may be filled with Zke knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledye of God” The mutual connexion of these
things 1s of immense importance for the soul. The Lord
must be known intimately if one would walk in a way
worthy of Him; and it is thus that we grow in the
knowledge of God’s will. ¢ And this I pray, that your
love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and
in all judgment; that ye may approve things that are
excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence
till the day of Christ.” Finally, 1t 1s written that the
spiritual man ¢ judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged
of no man.”

1t is, then, the will of God, and a precious will, that
we should be able to discern it only according to our
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own spiritual state. In general, when we think that we

.are judging circumstances, it is God who is judging us—
.who is judging our state. Our business is to keep close
to Him. God would not be good to us if He permitted
us to discover His will without that. It might be con-
venient just to have a director of consciences; and we
should thus be spared the discovery and the chastisement
.of our moral condition. Thus, if f‘rou seek how you
may discover the will of God without that, you are
seeking evil ; and 1t is what we see every day.

One Christian is in doubt, in perplexity; another,
more spiritual, sees as clear as the day: he is surprised,

-and sees no difficulty, and ends by understanding that it
.lies only in the other’s state of soul. ‘¢ He that lacketh
_these things is blind, and cannot see afar off.”

As regards circumstances, 1 believe that a person may
be guided by them: Scripture has decided that. It is
what is meant by being ¢ held in with bit and bridle;”

~whereas the promise and privilege of him who has faith
is, ¢ 1 will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way
‘which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.”
God who is faithful, has given the promise of directing
us thus—near enough to God to understand by a single
glance from Him. He warns us not to be as the horse
and the mule which have no understanding of the will,
thoughts, desires of their master. It is needful to hold
them in with bit and bridle. Doubtless that is better
_than to stumble, fall, and strike against Him who reins
us in; but it is a sad state, and such is it to be guided by
circumstances. Undoubtedly, too, it is merciful on God’s
. part so to act, but very sad on ours.

Here, however, there must be a distinction drawn be-
tween judging what one kas fo do in certain circum-
stances, and being guided by them. He who allows him-
self to be guided by them, always acts in the dark as to

knowing the will of God. There 1is absolutely nothing
moral in it, but an exterior force drags along. Now it
is very possible that I may have no judgment beforehand
of what I shall do: I know not what circumstances ma

arise, and consequently I can take no side. But the
_instant the circumstances are there, I judge with a full
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and divine conviction what is the path of God's will,
and of the Spirit’s intention and power. That demands
the highest degree of spirituality. It is not to be directed
by circumstances, but to. be directed by God #n them,
being near enough to-God to be able to judge immed:-
-ately what one ought to do, as soon as the circumstances
-arrive,

As to impressions, God can suggest them, and it is
-certain that in fact He does suggest a thing to the mind;
but in that case, the propriety of the thing and its moral
-character will be clear as the sun at noon-day. In prayer
.God can remove from our heart certain carnal influences,
which being destroyed, leave room to certain other
spiritual influences to take their place in the soul. Thus
He makes us feel the importance of some duty, which
had been perhaps entirely obscured by the pre-occupa-
tion caused by an object one had desired. This may be
even between two individuals. One person may not
have enough spiritual discernment to discover Wﬁat is
‘ow00od; but the moment another shows it to him, he un-
gerstands that it is the truth. All are not engineers, but
a simple waggoner knows a good road when it is made.
Thus, the impressions which come from God, do not
always remain simple impressions. But they are ordi-
narily clear when God produces them. I do not doubt,
however, that He often makes them on our minds, when

-we walk with Him and hear His voice.

When obstacles raised up of Satan are spoken of| it is
not said that God Himself may not have allowed these
obstacles to some good desire—obstacles caused by an
accumulation of evil in the circumstances which sur-
‘round us.”

Again, the casc should never exist of a person acting
without knowing the will of God. The only rule that
can be given ig, never to act when we do not know what
is the iord’s will. If you act in this ignorance, you
are at the mercy of circumstances; however God may
turn all to the good of His children. But why act
when we are ignorant of His will? Is the necessity of
acting always so extremely pressing?

If 1 do something with the full certainty that I am
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‘doing the will of God, it is clear that an obstacle is no
more than a ‘trial of my faith, and it ought not to stop
me. It stops us, perhaps, through our lack of faith;
- because, if we do not walk sufficiently near to God in the
- feeling “of -our nothingness, we shall want faith to accom-
‘plish what we have faith enough to -discern. When we
‘gre doing our own will, or are negligent in our walk,
‘God in %is merey may warn us by a hindrance which
stops us if we pay attention to if, whilst * the simple
‘pass on and are punished.” God may permit, where there
18 much activity-and labour, that Satan should raise up
- hindrances, in -order that we may be kept in dependence
‘onthe Lord; but God never permits Satan to act other-
wise than on' the: flesh. If we leave the door open, if
we- get away from God, Satan does us harm; but other-
wise it isa mere trial of faith to warn us of a danger
or gnare—of something that would tend to exalt us in
our own eyes, It is an instrument for our correction.
That is, God allows Satan to trouble the mind, and bring
the flesh into exterior sufferings, in order that the inner
man may be kept from evil. If it is a question of any-
-thing else, probably it is only our ¢ dufs” and *“ ifs” that
‘stop us, or the effects of our carelessness, which have
opened a door to Satan to trouble us by doubts and
apparent difficulties between God and us, because we
‘do not see more clearly. For he that is begotten of God
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.
In a word, the question is wholly moral. If any par-
ticular question is raised which at the first blush we can-
not solve, we shall find that often the question would
“not le there at all, if our position were not false—if we
had previously been in a good state of soul, and a true
spirituality had guarded and kept us. In that case, all
-we have to do is to humble ourselves for the whole affair.
- Afterwards, let us examine whether Scripture does not
present some principle suitable to direct us. Here,
evidently, spirituality is the essential thing—is every-
thing.
'The rule: that we should do what Jesus would have_
done in such or such a circumstance, 1s excellent, where
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and when it can be applied. But are we often in the
circumnstances wherein the Lord was found?

It is often useful to ask myself whence comes such a
desire of mine, or such a thought of doing this or that.
I have found that this alone decides more than a half of
the embarrassments that Christians meet with. The
two-thirds of those which remain are the result of our
haste and of our former sins. If a thought come from
God and not from the flesh, then we have only to ad-
dress ourselves to God as to the manner and means of
executing it, and we shall soon be directed. There are
cases where one has need of being guided, not always
without motives; as suppose, when I hesitate about a
visit to make, or some such other case. A life of more
ardent love, or love exercised in a more intelligent way,
or set in activity in drawing near to God, will clear the
motives on one side or another; and often, perhaps, we
shall see that our side of the thing was but egoism.

If you say, But if 1t is no question either of love or of
obedience? then I answer, that you ought to show me a
reason for acting. For if it is nothing but your own
will, you cannot make the wisdom of God bend to your
will.  There also is the source of another numerous class
of difficulties that God will never solve. In these cases,
He will in His grace teach obedience, and will show us
how much time we have lost in our own activity. Finally,
‘““the meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek
will He teach His way.”

1 have communicated to you on this subject all that
my mind can furnish you with at this moment. For
the rest, remember only that the wisdom of God con-
ducts us in the way of God’s will: if our own will is in
activity, God cannot bend to that. Such is the essential
thing to discover. It is the secret of the life of Christ.
I know no other principle that God can make use of|
however He may pardon and cause all to work for our
%fod. But if there still be a query as to His direction,

e directs the new man which has no other will than
Christ. He mortifies and destroys the old man, and in
that way purifies us that we may bear fruit. “ Lo, I
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come to do Thy will, O God . . . I delight to do Thy
will.” Tt is the place of a porter to wait at the gate; but
in doing so, he does the will of his master. Be assured
that God does more in us than we for Him; and that
what we do for Him is only in proportion as it is Him-
self who works 1t in us.

A FRAGMENT.

LEVITICUS XXV.~—In the fourteenth to the sixteenth verse of
this chapter, we learn that in all the dealings and trafficking
~of an Israelite he was to have respect to the year of jubilee,
when the hand of God would restore in righteousness what
the hand of man had disordered in His people’s portion. The
only way to conduct his traffic righteously was to have respect
to the year of jubilee, measuring the bargain and the value
of things according to that. In principle this holds now.
For all our commerce in the affairs of this world should be
ordered with our eyes resting on the return of the Lord Jesus;
and our hearts acquainting themselves with this, that man’s
world is soon to end, and all present interests to cease,

In Israel, God watched over the worldly dealings of His
people in such a way as to provide for the restoration of
everything every fifty years:—IHe then resettled the family
estates, and put all in order again. In the church, also, He
watches the worldly dealings of His saints; but it is not in order
to restore earthly arrangements again, but with respect to the
- maintaining of spiritual communion with Himself. In all their
callings He tells His saints, now, “therein to abide with God.”
This is the rule, this is the only limitation now. The soul,
amidst all around that is discordant and disordered, is to be
preserved for heavenly citizenship, and exercised in relation
to a heavenly life, where the flesh and man’s world will be
gone, and gone for ever.
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Ne» VIII.
“ A MAN OF THE PHARISEES.”
JoHN iii. 1.

THIS expression is singular; 1t is not ‘“‘a certain Pha-
risee,” but ““a man of the Pharisees,” throwing the
emphasis on man, and defining what kind of man
Nicodemus was, by adding * of the Pharisees.” This
will more clearly appear from the context: * Now when
He was in Jerusalem at the passover, on the feast,
many believed in Iis name, when they saw the miracles
which He did. But Jesus did not.commit Himself unto
them, becaus