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life generally. And if we glance back at 
the history of our own little island we 
find very marked evidences of this 
characteristic. 

In Bible lands, especially among the 
peasantry, we can see many things being 
done in the present day as they were 
done far back in the days of our Lord's 
life on earth, and farther back still, in 
the days of Abraham. 

Some of the customs recorded in the 
Bible are not easy for us to understand ; 
but when we look more closely into 
them, we find out that after all they 
have a good reason ; and as we learn 
more about them, fresh light is shed on 
the Scriptures, and God's Word becomes 
more interesting to us and more precious. 

It is hoped, during the months of 1925, 
to explain some of those customs and 
to help our young readers to realize how 
wonderfully " alive " the Bible is. 

In Palestine to-day there are some 
good motor roads and also railroads ; 
but the traveller who leaves the beaten 
track must be prepared for rough ways 
and much discomfort; and also for the 
bands of Bedouin robbers who haunt the 
land. 

The Bedouins are desert people. They 
dwell in tents and wander from place to 
place to find pasture for their flocks. 
They enrich themselves mostly by rob
bing other people, and are greatly feared 
by the villagers. These wild and 
dangerous men have, however, one great 
virtue—hospitality. A writer on the 
Holy Land tells us : " A guest is sacred, 
and the Bedouin host will defend a 
guest with his^life. The great mark of 
friendship is tomcat salt together, for they 
regard salt as the symbol of life and 
eternity. The ' covenant of sa l t ' binds 
two men together very closely." 

He also says : " An English traveller 
once fell into the hands of these robbers. 
He knew that his property and his life 
were in great danger; ^ but without 

AN ARAB ON HIS CAMEL. 

(Lent by B. and F. Bible Society.) 

showing the least sign of fear he took a 
tin box out of his pocket and began to 
eat the contents as if he were enjoying 
a delicious sweetmeat. 

" The robber chief looked into the box 
and saw a fine white powder. He did 
not dream that it was salt ; for the only 
salt he knew was in coarse, discoloured 
lumps. Eager to find out what his 
captive was evidently enjoying, he took 
a pinch and tasted it. To his astonish
ment, it was salt! Now he had made 
the ' covenant of sa l t ' with him in eating 
it, and so was bound by all his traditions 
to treat his captive as an honoured guest, 
and regard Ins property and his life as 
sacred." 

If you turn up Numbers xviii. 19, and 
2 Chron. xiii. 5, you will read how God 
used this very expression " covenant of 
salt " in His dealings with His ancient 
people. He wanted them to understand 
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how great and wonderful was His love 
for them, and how faithful He would be 
to His promises to them ; and He knew 
that no other expression would convey 
to their mind more vividly the strong 
bond of honour and truth that united 
Him and His people. 

E. A. 
* * # 

SAVED—SATISFIED-
SERVING. 

E were having some young people's 
meetings some years ago in a park, 

and one evening a young lady who was 
just listlessly crossing the grass was 
attracted by the little group of children 
and young people gathered together, and 
finding that they were singing the hymns 
so sweetly, stayed and listened. She 
became interested in what was being 
said by the speaker, who was an earnest 
young Christian, who felt that if anything 
was to be done for the Saviour it must be 
done now. He was fond of young folks 
and was very active in getting them 
together and urging them to come to the 
Saviour while they also were young, and 
on this occasion he was persuading them 
to give their early days to Christ. 

Feeling how very earnest he was, she 
stayed on to the end, and I do not wonder, 
for I can see him now in the midst of the 
group of eager young faces, smilingly 
telling them of the Saviour who died for 
our sins that we might be forgiven, and 
who loves to welcome and make happy 
all boys and girls who open their hearts 
to Him. After the meeting had broken 
up she waited, and went up to the speaker 
and asked whether it would be really 
possible for a young lady like her to be 
forgiven all she had done, seeing she had 
only just begun to think about it, and 
had been thoughtless and doing wrong 
all her life. As she took a glance back 
and felt all those sins of hers, she trem

bled, and oh ! how good it is when the 
conscience is awakened and sin is beheld 
in its true light, in its opposition to God, 
and its hatefulness in His sight. Have 
you ever, like her, stopped to think and 
weigh your position before a holy, sin-
hating God ? 

The young evangelist then told her 
that it was the Spirit of God that had 
been drawing her to the Saviour that 
evening, and that Jesus, who in His 
great love had died to put away sin, was 
ready to pardon and willing to receive 
her if she would come. " I t is only 
to come trustingly," he said, " and He I 
will save." 

They prayed and parted, but she 
thought, if I can be saved, why not 
to-night, and as she crossed the park on 
her homeward way she came to a quiet, 
secluded spot, and there, where only the 
eye of God could see her, she poured out 
her heart to God, telling Him all, and 
giving her life to Him. Needless to say, 
the Lord heard the cry of repentance and 
there and then fulfilled His word, " Thy 
sins are forgiven thee," " thy faith hath 
saved thee," " go in peace " (Luke vii. 
48-50). She went home rejoicing in her 
Saviour and determining henceforth to 
serve Him. This she did, and gathered 
a class of young children together and 
told them what the Lord had done for 
her. 

Months passed : we had not seen her 
since and knew nothing of her new-found 
joy : the year had turned, and with the 
summer the time came round for us to 
hold our meetings. One Sunday night, 
who should come to our meeting but this 
very same girl, but not this time as a 
listless or even an anxious listener—but 
to tell us how the Lord had met with her 
on that very eventful Sunday night and 
saved her soul. We all rejoiced at this 
fruit from the seed sown. 

Life is earnest, and is passing by, so 
I seek the Lord while you are young and 
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serve Him too. The young evangelist 
whose message God used for blessing that 
evening is now in Heaven—a sad illness 
closed his career early—but he began 
serving his loved Master when young, and 
his loving Master and Saviour will give 
him a good reward. 

Life at best is very brief, 
Like the falling of a leaf, 
Like the binding of a sheaf 

Be in time 

IF you take a map of South America 
you will notice that this large 

continent terminates towards the south 
in a group of islands of which the largest 
is called Tierra del Fuego. This strange 
name is the Spanish for " Land of Fire." 
It was so called because the Spaniards 
who were the early explorers in those 
parts saw the smoke of many fires 
ascending from its hills and valleys. Its 
inhabitants were savages of a very 
degraded sort, and fires were badly 
needed for warmth, seeing their clothes 
were so scanty and the climate so bad. 
Fierce storms are very, very frequent and 
the cold is very severe. 

Between Tierra del Fuego and Pata
gonia run the Straits of Magellan. If 
you were to sail along these straits in a 
ship you would see some wonderful 

Fleeting clays are telling fast 
That the die will soon be east, 
And the fatal line be passed : 

Be in time ! 
Time is gliding swiftly by, 
Death and judgment draweth nigh, 
To the arms of Jesus fly • 

Be in time ! 
Oh, I pray you count the cost 
Ere the fatal line be crossed, 
And your soul in hell be lost : 

Be in timr ! 
A- E- W. 

scenery. There are rocky islands and 
rugged mountains rising straight out of 
the sea. The tops of these mountains 
have perpetual snow on them, and their 
sides have glaciers upon them. You 
would probably have an exciting voyage, 
though, for the weather is marked by 
rapid changes. For a time you might 
be hi a tremendous gale, and then quite 
suddenly the wind would drop and 
clouds and mist would wrap themselves 
round the ship. Not long after you 
might sail into a fierce snowstorm and 
then an hour after be out in brilliant 
sunshine ! Then the snowy mountains 
glitter and everything looks charming, 
only you would find the air to be intensely 
cold.' 

In these cold and inhospitable lands 
one animal seems to be thoroughly at 
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home, and that is the sheep. They 
thrive in spite of the severity of the 
climate, and some * of the largest and 
finest sheep ranches in South America 
are found in Tierra del Fuego. I t is 
said that one ranch there is so large that 
it has on it a million sheep. The people, 
who are sometimes called Firelanders, 
are very few, however. They live princi
pally on fish, which they catch from 
their boats in which they paddle about 
the straits. These boats are made from 
the trunks of trees, roughly shaped and 
with their insides scooped out. Their 
huts, too, are miserable affairs, and do 
not give good protection from the bitter 
winds, though they shelter them as much 
as possible among the rocks. 

Many years ago a very earnest 
Christian, Captain Allen Gardiner, felt he 
must try to carry the Gospel to the Fire- I 
landers. A few other heroic men joined 
him and they made the attempt. The I 
natives, however, were anything but | 
friendly, and they met with endless diffi
culties and disappointments. Gardiner 
was a seaman and used to hardship ; 
when he was a boy he was once dis
covered sleeping on the floor instead of 
his bed, and when asked why he did it 
he said it was because he intended when 
he grew up to travel all over the world, 
and he wished to accustom himself to 
hardship. Yet in spite of this the suffer
ings they had to endure proved beyond 
even his powers. One by one his friends 
died, and at last Gardiner died of starva
tion and cold. That was in 1851. 

Friends in England knew that the 
brave missionaries must be in a serious 
plight, and a relief party went to succour 
them. They, however, arrived too late. 
By a hand painted on the rocks they 
were directed to a cave where the dead 
bodies were found, and there under 
another hand were written verses 5-8 of 
Psalm lxii. You must turn up those 
verses and read them for yourself. 

That reads like a story of complete 
failure, does it not ? Still the years 
that followed proved that it was not 
failure after all. Other Christians in 
England were much stirred by the sad 
news, and presently other missionaries 
arrived on the scene, as an answer to the 
dying prayers of Gardiner and his brave 
companions. Even then the work was 
not easy, for the Firelanders seemed so 
dark and so degraded. But in the end 
prayer and perseverance overcame, and 
many of these poor degraded people 
were truly converted to God. 

This is how the fire of the Gospel was 
lit in the Land of Fire. But perhaps it 
is more appropriate to speak of the 
Gospel as light, and every true Christian 
becomes a light-bearer, or like a light
house, whose beams shine across the 
dark waters giving a warning and a 
welcome. There are now a few light
houses in the wintry seas of the Fire
landers, and farther up the coast a 
lighthouse has been built on an island 
that has the strange name of " Four 
Gospels." So tha t lighthouse is " T h e 
Lighthouse of the Four Gospels," which 
is rather a good name. 

Are each of us firmly built on the four 
Gospels, and the One of whom those 
Gospels speak, for time and for eternity ? 
If so, it is our happy privilege to shine 
in this dark: world for Him. 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE S E A R C H E R S . 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

I 2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
| concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, bu t tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. s tamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Rewards will be given In each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for January, 1925. 

Subject—The Gospel of John. Chap. 1. 
1. Give four titles of the Lord Jesus found 

in chapter 1. 
2. Find a verse which tells what is given to 

those who receive the Lord Jesus. 
3. What did John say as he looked upon 

Jesus ? 
4. " In Him . . . men." Find this verse and 

write it out. 
5. Mention four disciples spoken of in our 

chapter. 
6. " The angels of God ascending . . . " 

What does this remind you of in the Old Testa
ment ? 

7. Give the questions and answers between 
the Lord and John's two disciples who followed 
Him. 

8. What did Andrew say to Simon ? 
9. What did Philip say to Nathanael ? 
10. How did John the Baptist know that 

Jesus was the Son of God ? 

DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 
A very happy new year to you all 1 We begin the Gospel 

of John this month, and I do want to make the study of it 
very interesting and helpful to you. Above all things I want 
you to find the Lord Jesus in it'as your own personal Saviour. 
Then, I am sure, you will have a happy year, for you will 
enjoy His love in spite of any troubles you may have. 

Will you try very hard to interest others in the searching, 
and get them to join us ? I should like to see our numbers 
doubled. Many thanks to Misses E. and I. Ainsworth for 
their letter. I am glad they have some new searchers. My 
warm welcome to them all. 

Our text this month is, " Seek ye first the kingdom of God " 
(Matt. 6. 33). 

My love to you all, 
Your friend,—J. L. 

November Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

1st Class.—E. Oappleinan, M. Craghill, E. Crook, I. Deacon, 
A. Edmonds, B. Edwards, D. Gaines, V. Gooch, G. Kiunear, 
G. Loye, R. Molver, C. Mclver, E. Mackrory, I. Merritt, 
E. Pyhll, P. Reeve,- Eunice Smith, Ethel Scott, E. Scott, 
F. Scud da, M. Tait, S. Toulson. 

2nd Class.—H. Bennett, 0. Bean, G. Farrell, P. Harburn, 
N. Johnson, M. Pickersgill, M. Smith, V. "Woodrow. 

3rd Class.—E, Ackory. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 

1st Clttss-—D- Andrews, T. Bell, N. Carr, M. Cowey, M. 
Curry, N. Davy, P. Denning, P. Dick, N. Farrell, K. 
Pairbairn, M. Cold, M. ilarland, W. Hamilton, K. Huitson, 
L. Hughes, T. Hunter, A. Jinks, M. Lane, R. Lamplugh, 
D. Lay cock, M. Lefeaux, E. Loye, R. Liitters, H. Mackrory, 
M. McArd, E. Metcalf, W. Mitchell, Margaret Murray, 
M. Mclver, lv. Nicklin, I. Parry, R. Pinder, K. Redman, 
M. Rose, P. Sharnocu, 0. Sanderson, P. Stepney, M. 
Schlieman, L. Simmonds, N. Stockcr, V. Turner, I. Turner, 
M. Weller, P. Yellow. 

2nd Class.—0. Ashmore, B. Allen, M. Clarke, F. Crawford, 
I. Cocks, E. CogKins, A. Dodds, M. Folev, J. Carbutt, 
J. Henderson, M. Hale, 0. Horner, H. Hunt, F. Kendall, 
A. Mennell, F. Mennell, V. Merritt, V. Mitchell, W. 
Nicholls, G. Nicholls, G. Rosier, M. White. 

d Class.—E. Burton, M. Charters, E. Clarke, "NT. Clarke, 
D. Coutts, T. Church, M. Griffiths, D. Griffiths, M. Hamp
ton, H. Heath, J. Hunt, II. Jones, W. Laurenson, M. 
May hew, M. Nelson, A. Newton, L. Pollock, M. Storey, 
R. Scudds, M. Toulson, M. Warmington, J._Williamson, 
H. Willows. 

Age 10 years and under. 

1st Class.—F. Bennett, O. Bell, .«. Bell, J. Campbell, W. 
Cowey, I. Couch, E. Downie, F. Farrell, D. Farrell, R. 
Fletcher, B. Foley, D. Foley, H. Grimshaw, E. Hale, 
R. Hunter, E. Johnson, A. Jones, E. Jones, W. Lamplugh, 
L. Lamplugh, L. Lane, M. Lefeaux, S. Logar, N. Logar, 
A. Lutters, F. Lutters, E. Martindale, M. Murray, D. 
Parton. M. Potts, A. Potts, D. Purvis, F. Rutherford, 
N. Sanderson, L. Stocker, M. Taylor.^J. Twiddy D. 
Toulson, B. Warmington, I. Woodrow. ~ 

2nd Class.—M. Allen, B. Ellis, E. Harrison, M. MenneD.^E. 
Nelson. 

3rd Class.—P. Clarke, D. Cutler, H. Fowler, H. Warnes.^ 

Answers to November Questions. 

Subject—The Coming of Christ 

1. From thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of 
Israel (Gen. 49. 24). 

2. I will raise them up a Prophet (Deut. 
18. 18). 

3. Part of Isa. 9. 6, written out. 
4. Thou shalt call His Name Jesus (Matt. 

1. 21). 
5. Luke 2. 11, written out. 
6. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men (Luke 2. 14). 
7. By the coming of Christ when He read 

the Scripture in the synagogue (Luke 4. 21). 
8. John 12. 15 tells us it was the Lord Jesus. 
9. The Lord Jesus quoted them when He 

went out to the Mount of Olives with His 
disciples (Matt. 26. 81). 

10. Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God (Heb. 
10. 7 or 9). 
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SIX FEET TALL. 
OTHER sat in the room quietly [ 

sewing, for there was plenty of 
work to keep her kind fingers busy. 
Making clothes and mending clothes kept | 
her well employed. - I 

All of a sudden into the room rushed 
her small boy, whom we will call Willie. 

u Mother ! " he shouted, quite excited-
lv, " what do vou think ? I'm six feet 
tall! " 

Mother looked at her little son, and 
then smiling she said. " Whatever do 
you mean ? " 

" Why, I'm six feet tall ! " 
cw No, Willie, you are not! " 
" Mother, I am ! " 
fct Willie, what nonsense you are talk

ing; you are not six feet tall ! " 
" But I really am." 
" Well," said mother, "' you must 

explain what you mean ; I don't under
stand vou." 

" What I mean," said Willie, " is this. 
I've been measuring myself with a rule, 
and my height is just six times the 
length of my foot! " 

Now here is a question which I would 
like my young readers to answer. Was 
Willie six feet tall, or was he not ? 

" Ah ! " some of you will say. " It all 
depends upon which c feet' you mean. 
If you mean the length of his own feet, 
then he was six feet tal l ; but if you 
mean the real foot of twelve inches, then 
he was not." 

Exactly. Now for another question. 
As God looks down upon us all, how 
does He see us ? Do we come up to 
His measure, or do we fall short ? 

Lots of people, boys and girls included, 
make just Willie's mistake. He did not I 
know, being only a little boy, that in I 
England wc have a standard measure 
arranged by Government, so that an 
inch, a foot, ti yard, are always exactly 
the same length. There is no such I 

excuse for many of us. We do know 
I that God has His measure. lie says:— 
| fct There is no difference : for all have 

sinned, and come short of the glorv of 
God " (Rom. iii. 22. 28). 

I Measured by that standard, we all 
I come short ; we are none of us (it for 

God's holy presence. How foolish of us 
if we think we are. 

Do some of you feel annoyed when. 
perhaps, your teacher in Sunday School 
speaks to you Aery plainly, and earnestly 
begs you to repent and turn to the 
Lord. You go away saying: u There 
was no need to talk to me like that; 
I'm all right.*' 

Yet you are not converted. What ] 
a mistake you arc making. You are 
measuring yourself by your own standard. 
or perhaps by comparing yourself with 
some other boy or girl, instead of taking 
God's standard and testing yourself by 
that. 

Don't be deceived any longer, clear 
children. You are sinners, and come 
short of God's glory. Own that, and 
you will find a Saviour in Jesus, for 
wk this is a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to .save sinners '* (1 Tim. 
i. 15) 

] • ' . H. I I . 

* # # 
| MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 

OF BIBLE LANDS. 
il. 

THE SYRIAN SHEPHERD. 
HE "Bible has a great deal to say 

about sheep and shepherds. The 
wealth of Eastern people was largely in 
flocks and herds : their lives were lived. 
in the main, in green fields and gardens, 
and therefore God used the objects most 
familiar to them to convey truths which 
He wanted their minds to grasp. 
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P A L E S T I N E S H E P H E R D S AND S H E E P . 
(Lent by B. and F. Bible S>ncty.) 

In Ezckiel xxxiv. He speaks of His 
people Israel as His cc flock." And 
although they had been a very foolish 
and self-willed flock, taking their own 
way rather than obediently following in 
the green pastures He had provided for 
them, yet He woidd not forsake them. 
One day they will all be gathered back 
into His fold. 

In the same way our Lord Jesus Christ 
called Himself the " Good Shepherd " 
(John x. ). 

The Prophet Isaiah (chap. xl. ). 
speaking of Him, said : " He shall 
gather the lambs with His arm and 
carry them in His bosom." King David. 
who in his boyhood had kept his father's 
sheep on the hillsides around Bethlehem, 
understood all about the difficulties and 
dangers of such a life. And when he 
was older, and had lived through much 
trouble and sorrow, he wrote that 
beautiful Psalm (23) : kC The Lord is my 
Shepherd." It came right out of the 

depths of his heart as he looked back 
and remembered how tender and strong 
and good God had been to him. 

And if you will look carefully in your 
Bible you will find many another allusion 
to sheep in both Old and New Testa
ments. 

The scenes which furnished these 
allusions may be witnessed in Palestine 
and Syria to-day, exactly the same as 
2000 or 3000 years ago. ' 

We in England cannot fully under
stand the way in which the Eastern sheep 
depend upon their shepherd, or the 
intimate manner in which the shepherd 
looks after, and knows each one of his 
Hock. 

Next month we will hear more about 
them. Meanwhile, see how many verses 
you can find referring to sheep ; and will 
you ask yourself the question : " Is the 
Lord Jesus my Shepherd ? Am I really 
believing in Him and loving Him, because 
He gave His life for me ? " 
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*• Jesus my Shepherd is, I 
'Twos He that loved my soul. 

'Twas He that washed me in His Blood, 
'Twas He that made me whole. 

ki I was a wandering sheep, 
I would not be controlled ; 

But now I love my Shepherd's Voice, 
I love, I love the fold." 

E. A. 
* * * 

QUEEN VICTORIA AND 
THE UMBRELLA. 

STORY is told of Queen Victoria 
being caught in a shower during 

one of her walks among the cottages 
near Balmoral. Entering the home of an | 
old woman, she said : 

" Will you lend me an umbrella ? " 
" I hae twa umbrellas," said the old 

woman with her broad Scotch accent, 
" ane is a guid ane, t'other is verra old. 
You may tak this ; I guess I'll never see 
ane agen," and she handed to the Queen 
the old umbrella, which showed its ribs 
through the torn cover. The Queen took 
it and went on her way. 

The next day one of Her Majesty's 
servants returned the umbrella with a 
little acknowledgment of her kindness. 
Then she knew what she had missed, 

" Ay, ay ; had I but kenned zvho it was 
asked me. she wad ben welcome to the-
best a' that I hae in the world ! " ex
claimed the mortified old lady. She did 
not know her visitor, and had missed the 
opportunity. 

When the Lord Jesus came to earth, 
He brought all the blessings that God had 
ever promised to His people, and pre
sented Himself to Israel as their King ; 
but Jerusalem knew not the time of her 
imitation. The Lord had to say, " If 
tifei hadst known, even thou, at least in 
thte<$|fr day, the things which belong 
untoTOjy, peace, but now they arc hid 
from thSfe-eyes '' (Luke xix. 42). The 
inhabitant Massed their opportunity. 

l ie was a stttmger in the world His own 

hands had made—that world knew Him 
not, and gave Him no place. 

Blind Bartimicus seized his oppor
tunity ; he knew that the One passing by 
was David's greater Son. and his earnest
ness brought its reward, and his eyes 
were opened. 

What of you, my dear children ? 
The Lord Jesus desires to bless you. 

j . w. II. N. 

* • tt 
BALL BEARINGS. 

HIS name is probably familiar to 
those of you who ride a cycle or 

whose parents may possess a motor car. 
They are very useful things, and are the 
most " finished" product of modern 
engineering. Jus t because they are so 
important they are subjected to the 
severest tests, and have to pass the most 
critical proofs of endurance in the way 
of heat, velocity, pressure, weight, and 
finally are passed through a machine 
and have to jump the hurdle—a barrier 
of a certain height, which, if absolutely 
time, they will clear and fall into a 
receptacle beyond. 

Some have passed all the other tests, 
yet fail to pass this final one, and they 
fall back on this side of the hurdle, I 
unable to make the jump. They look 
perfectly sound and just like the others, 
but there must be some tiny undetected 
Haw in the " heart "---something that 
prevents their rising the given height, 
and so they are useless and rejected. 

What about your heart ? " Man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart " (1 Sam. 
xvi. 7). Docs He have to say of you. 

i " thv heart is not right in the sight of 
G o d " ? (Acts viii. 21). 

How can any one's heart be made 
right ? By taking the Lord Jesus as your 
personal Saviour. *w My son (daughter), 
give Me thine heart " (Prov. xxiii. 26). 
We have to pray like David, a Create in 

I me a clean heart, O God ; and renew a 
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right spirit within rnc M (Ps. li. 10). Long 
ago the Lord said, " A new heart also 
will I give you and a new spirit will 1 
put within you ; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh and I 
will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
will put My Spirit within you " (Ezek. 
xxxvi. 26, 27). 

Christ has purchased us with His own 
precious blood. Can you refuse to yield 
Him what is His, first by creation and 
then by redemption ? Pray rather— 

" Take my heart—it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne." 

A. W. 

tion in the outward appearance of their 
strange little houses, there is ever so 
much more joy and brightness inside 
them. 

The children are bright little folk; 
they romp in the snow and slide down 
the hills on their sledges, and have many 
other games. The little girls have dolls, 
probably made of wood and looking 
rather dilapidated, still very dear to 
their small owners, and they build little 
houses for them, only they have to have 
little blocks of wood to represent the 
boxes on which Eskimos usually sit, and 
they get little scraps of reindeer skin 
and put them in a corner of the house 
to represent the beds which they use. 
To complete they have to borrow a 
thimble, which turned upside down does 
very well for the tub of seal blubber 
which every well-stocked Eskimo house 
possesses. 

In many places the missionaries have 

THE SEA 
OR ^LEANINGS FROM 

FOREIGN J_AND$ 

J&yfj 

sa-'ŷ fflfô afefr̂  

II. 

PROM the extreme south of the great 
American continent, let us travel in 

thought to the extreme north. There 
we find vast frozen lands of ice with a 
very sparse population of Eskimos. The 
Eskimo people are rather short with 
yellowish skins, brown eyes and very 
black hair : they live in little wooden 
houses or even tents amongst the snow, 
and they feed mostly on fish and seal 
meat, and eat it without caring much 
whether i t is cooked or raw. 

About two hundred years have rolled 
away since first the Gospel reached the 
Eskimos of Greenland through the visits 
of Danish missionaries, and at a later 
date other missionaries settled among 
the Eskimos of Labrador and Baffin 
Land, and as a result quite a number of 
these people have become Christians. 
What a change it has made in their lives ! 
Though their cold climate remains just 
the same, and there is not much altera-

THE SEA 
*** ^&&;\$i&J&.- V.^;-

OR ^LEANINGS FROM 

FOREIGN |_ A N D £ 

J&yfj 

sa-'y f̂flfo^afeg-

II. 
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schools for the children, and take them | 
after they are six years old. Here they j 
learn to read and write and do a certain 
amount of arithmetic. This last they | 
find very difficult, for somehow reckoning i 
seems to be quite foreign to them. They j 
have no numbers in their language | 
beyond twenty, and their word for \ 
twenty if it were translated literally ' 
into English would run kt a whole man 
-ten fingers and ten toes," Still by ; 

the time boys and girls leave school they ! 
can usually reckon in dollars and cents, j 
and find their numbers in the hymnbook. I 
Reading and writing they manage much ' 
better, and the knowledge some of them 
have of the Bible would put many an ; 
English child to shame. \ 

It is the missionaries who find diffi- j 
culty in reading their language and more 
still in speaking it. They have a way | 
of building up words that are really 
alarming in their length. To have a 
word of fifteen or sixteen syllables is 
not at all uncommon. Then again, they j 
have a great many names for the common ! 
objects they see around them. Each j 
word or name means the same thing ; 
but seen under different circumstances. : 
For instance, they have a word which j 
means a, seal, but for a seal basking on 
the ice in the sunshine they have another j 
word altogether. Also the way they I 
use " Yes " and " No " in answer to ! 
questions is very puzzling. If you were I 
to say to a boy, u Are you not going to 
play ? " and he said, Ch No," he would j 
mean. " On the contrary, I am going to 
play." If he said, " Yes," he would 
mean. ,l Quite so, I am not going to I 
play.'* So, as you can imagine, it would 
$$ very easy to get muddled up if you 
1w|gd Eskimo land. 

7?$i|i% the Hible was first translated 
into 8 w t tongue one great difficulty 
was hd#$jBK find words for things which 
they had W^r seen and knew nothing 
about. Thetttfte no sheep in Labrador, | 

-«fo \ 

no cows, no milk and honey—except the 
kind in tins, no fruit-trees better than 
the dwarfed brushwood that crawls upon 
the ground : but the Eskimos arc very 
simple folk, and by using pictures and 
carefully explaining, the missionaries 
have made them understand quite well. 

The difficulty was greater when the 
missionaries found that there was no 
word for forgiveness in the whole of the 
language! What were they to do 7 
Well, they set about making one. building 
one up after the Eskimo fashion. They 
took the Eskimo verb. is.su ma-voh\ which 
means, " he thinks." They arrived at 
this word, Issumagijaujitngnainerniik, 
which is wonderful to look at and how it 
is pronounced we cannot imagine. But 
this word is like a beautiful picture to 
an Eskimo, for it means, t4 not being 
able to think about it any more.'* 

Now that is just what forgiveness is. 
When God forgives the sins of the 
believer in Jesus He dismisses them so 
completely that He does not think 
about them any more ; they are gone 
for ever. Many of the Eskimos have 
heard the Saviour's word : kk Thy sins 
are forgiven/" and believed it for them
selves. How happy for us if we have 
done the same. 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS. 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 0 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—'• Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 

is.su
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1 Scripture Searching. 
Re wardM will be given In each claas 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for February, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of J o h n . Chaps . 2 & 3 . 

1. To what was the Lord Jesus invited ? 
2. Why did His disciples believe on Him ? 
tt. What did the disciples remember about zeal? 
4. Kxplain by a verse, ** Destroy I his temple." 
5. Name three m?n mentioned in chap. .'*. 
0. What did John say about the Lord increas

ing ? 
7. What do we read about the Father in 

chap. 3 . ? 
8. To what was the lifting up of the Son of 

Man likened ? 
0. Find three names of the Lord Jesus in these 

chapters. 
10. What do we find in our chapters about 

light ? Give one verse only. 
DEAR Yoi.vt; Fi:ii-:xrir',— 

I am sure \ ou will ull bo intnv.- ted in ihe I'ri/e U s i t au*l 
I hope those who have uot won prizes will not l>e discouraged. 
After all, the best priro that ;»n\ one e/m win is to know t h -
Scriptures be t te r . 

I am so glad to sec siMeeii nrw M.aivhei-s ;uul welcome them 
very warmly. I hope v hcu I g d the .fiinunry papers I shall 
mid many more. 

Please put your ages clearly, whatever age you will be on 
your bir thday in 10J">. T r y and ge«_ Home new searchers every 
month. Our text th is month is " T e n c h me to do Thy will.'' 
Do you know where it i< V 

My lo\ •• lu you all, 
\ our i r iend, - J . L. 

December Searchers. 
* Age over 13 years. 

1st C l a i s . — K . Ackory, D. l ia tey , H . Bennet t . M. (Vaghill, 
E. Crooks, M. Gornail, I . Deacon, A. Edmonds , H. Kit wards, 
(r. Farrell, tf. Foster, H . Glasson, D. (laiue«*, V. Gooch, 
r r . Klnnear, G. Loyc, R. Mclver . ( \ Mel ver, E. Mackrory. 
15. P\'all, P . Reeve, Eunice Smith , M. Smith, E. Scott, 
F. Scudda, M. Tni t , S. Toulson, V. Wood row. 

2 n d Class .— I 1 . Uorburn, I. Merr i t t , M. Pickerstrill. 
3 r d Class .— f - Beau, A. Newton, M. Pa re . 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st Class .—C. Ashmore, II. Allen, F . Bin's, A. (.'uriiuVlmol, 

M. Clarko, E. Clarke, X. Clarke, F. Ciawiord, 1. Cocks, 
M. Cmtting, N . D a w , X. Farrell, D. Foley, M. Foley, I,. 
Groves, W. Hamil tou , H. I leuth, M. Hole, 0 . iforuer, 
L. Hughes, H . Hun t , J . Hun t , M. Lane, R. Lumplugh, 
D. Lavcock, M. Lefeaux, E . La u l s t e r , E . Love, U . 
Mackrory, M. MeArd, V. Merri tr , E. Metvulf, \Y\ Mitchell, 
Margaret Murray, M. Mel ver, K. Xicklin, R. Norman, 
It. Pinder , K. Redman , G. Rosier, M. Rose, P . Sharnock, 
F. Stepney, M. SchHemunu, L. Siinmonds, K. Sinipbon, 
F. Smith, N . Stocker, L. Stocker, R. Scudds, M. Toulsou, 
V. Turner , J. Turner , M. Wurmington. M. Weller, ,1. 
Williamson, J'. Wood row, T . Wilson, F . Yellow. 

2nd Class .—D- Andrews, N . Burton, D. Coutts, 13. Coggius, 
M. CUIT>T, P . Donning, A. Dodds, K. Fairboirn, I . Fearn, 
M. Gold, M. Har land , O. Hall , F . Kendall, R. Lut ters , V. 
Mitchell, W. Nlcholls.Xx. Xiohollf, 1. Par ry , E. M. Toulson, 
F . Winter. 

LDREN 13 
I 3 r d C l a s s . - M. <'hur'.ors, M. Cowi-y, If. Gunslmw, Jf. Joiie-, 

E. Mutphv, M. Nelson, S. Nornmii, M. iStorev, G. Toul), 
II. Willows, M. Wl-ite. 

I Ajre 10 years and under. 
! 1st Class- M. Alhn, 1\ ItenneU, J . Campbell, W. rotti-v, 
I I. Couch, K. Dowiili-, H. KIILM, F. Farrell, R. F i e l d e r , 
I 1:. Foley, K. (Irani, M.irjorie Lefeaua, S. littgar, E. Mwtin-

dale, M. Murray, M. P o l l s A. Pott-;, F. Hutherford, J . 
.^lorey, A. Stor«*y, I). Scudd-, J . T w i d d v , M. Wunnlngron, 

I I. Wood row. I 
I 2 n d C lass -—E. Hide, It. IJuiu-r. A. . Jo ins E. J u n e s \V. 

Lumnhu.'h, L. Liiinphi^li. A. duller*, P. dul ler- , E. 
I Nelson, d. i'ollo.k, M.T:i \ lor , J).Toulson, II. Warned. 
! 3 r d C l a s s . M. Ariii<frouj.', K. I'.uwiiee, J . Korrct , N. IAJDI.*-. 

| Answers to December Questions. 
Subject—The Second Coming of Christ 
1. TluM-omiiigol'theSonof Man(Matt. 24. 27). 

| 2. Because we know not the hour when our 
J Lord doth come (Matt. 24. 42). 
I a. Mark 13. 20 written out. 
I 4. k* This same Jesus . . . shall so conic in 
I like manner as vc have seen Him go into heaven ** 
I (Acts 1. 11). * 

5. Like a thief in the night (1 Thess. 3. 2). 
(>. Behold, l i e cometh with clouds, and every 

eye shall see Him (Rev. 1.7). 
I 7. 1 Thess. 4 10 written out. 

8. We should look for that blessed hope and 
I the glorious appearing of the great (iod and our | 
I Saviour Jesus Christ (Titus 2. 12). i 

9. Rev. 11. 11 written out. 
10. Rev. 22. 12 and 20 written out. 

| Prize List, December, 1924. 
Age over 13 years. 

I 1. &TANLE\ "lOl'LSO.v, ;«?<» II . -VJ. ThornfifM Ro;W, .-luj.-
herd^ Hush, W.l'-'. 

J. Kr.viCE SMITH, apr 11 <«irls," Orplmimiji'. r,.|. T.ewisli»iui 
lload, S.K. 

X THRli^IE MclVKH. w I I . -3s>, Jlushi'y Grove lto,nl, Wat
ford, Heris . 1 

I. KliOlUHK Sci"l»n>. atre 10. (iirls' Orphan Home, HAD worth I 
I Hood, Hampton. Middlesex. 

('OMUEMJUD. 
I I». CuiiufB-, K. Mel ver, E. Muckrorv, I. Mcrri t i , K. 1'vall, K. / 

Scott, M. Ta l t . ' * I 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1. MAHGARET MURRAY, age 1?. lxirbottle Steads , Throptwi , 

( Morpeth, Northumberland. I 
I 'J. FRANK YKLLOW, age 13. H, l ^ r k View, Stockton-ou-Tecs. 

3. VERA MERRITT, age 13. 3, Otlcy Street , Shipton, Yorks. I 
I I. MARIE SCHLIEMANN, age 11. Girls' Orphan Home, Hao- ( 
' wortii Road, Hampton, Middlesex. I 

(i'OUMENl>Kl». 
.1. Atkinson, M. Clark. F . Crawford, I . CocJbs. M. U n t y , X. 

lnrrell , M. Hole, H. Mackron , M. McArd, W. Mitchell, 
(V. Roster, M. Rose. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1. J O S E P H I N E <.'AMWELL. aj?e lu . 5«, Steptonson Street 

N. SliieLU. 
2. WlLHELMINA I'irtVKY, ;urc H. o7, Stephenson Street , \ . 

Shields. 
:t. MAKCARISV 1'orrs, »4?e «J. I'urk Uvnd, Nethcrwlt tun. Nuith-

vuuberliind. 
I. FRANK FARHELL, s»fe 10. 155, West liroiuwieh Uond, 

Walsall. 
OOMUSKDED. 

M. Allen, E . Downie, D. Kills, A. L u t t e r s K. Nelson, A. Potts , 
F. Rutherford. 
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A COWARD? 

a COWARD, Tom ! That's what 
you arc ! Why don't you strike 

him, and not walk away like that, letting I 
him call you names ! Catch me taking I 
it so quietly ! I'd let him know who he 
had to fight. Oh ! you are a coward." 

But was he ? 
" Jack, was the Lord Jesus Christ a 

coward when they scourged Him and 
mocked Him, and He never struck back ; 
when He was reviled, He never answered 
again, but on the cross prayed God to ] 
forgive them ? Shall we not try to 
follow His example ? I intend to be as 
much like Him as I can. I have not 
done anything to Will, only refused to 
play truant with him, and advised him 
to go to school too, wrhen he struck me, 
and because I didn't strike back he called 
me names." 

WThat do you think the effect was upon 
his schoolfellows ? Scripture says : " A 
soft answer turneffTaway wrath,r : and so 
it was in this case. 

Will walked up to Tom, and said he 
was sorry he struck him, and he would 
go to school, and Jack joined them, 
saying he had never thought that the 
Lord Jesus had set an example not to 
fight, but he would try to think of it and 
read his Bible more. 

So you see after all Tom came off 
conqueror, for the real coward is not the 
boy who refuses to fight, but the boy 
who. though a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is ashamed to confess Him and 
to take a stand on His side, cost what it 
may. 

There is also the boy who knows in 
his heart of hearts that he is a sinner 
and that Christ is the Saviour he needs, 
yet he docs not trust Him for fear of 
what others will think and say. Is not 
he a real coward '! 

Do not be one of those cowards, but 
trust and confess Christ to-day. 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

I 
THE SYRIAN SHEPHERD (Contd.). j 

HE Syrian shepherd is with his flock 
night and day. In Palestine the 

country is not divided into fields as in 
England, with protecting hedges and • 
padlocked gates. -

The only enclosure Syrian sheep know 
is a fold where they are penned for i 
safety, but cannot find food. 

The entrance to these folds is a gap i 
left in the wall, with no door or gate. 

When the shepherd has gathered all 
his Hock in for the night, he will some
times pass the night himself in a rough 
hut close b y ; or oftentimes lie will 
simply lie down across the open doorway 
of the fold, and any harm coming to the 
sheep must first touch him. This is what | 
our Lord meant when He said : I am \ 
the door of the sheep '' (John x. 7, 9). % | 

When morning comes, the shepherd 
leads his Jlock out, always going before 
them (John x. 1) in search of good I 
pasture (Psalm xxiii. 2). I 

They all follow him closely. At times 
he will pause, and lean upon his staff 
while the sheep graze around. 

From time to time he utters a peculiar 
call which they understand, and remain 
grazing. But let him move away, and 
they run after him at once. 

" One of the most interesting sights is 
to watch a flock fording a stream. The 
shepherd leads, as usual, and the sheep 
follow at his heels ; but in the middle 
of the stream they begin to lose their 
footing and drift with the current. The 
careful shepherd hurries to grasp one 
and another, helping them against the 
pressure of the water, 

u Some reach the bank faint with 
the struggle. These he ' restores ' (Ps. 
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I N A PEACEFUL ENGLISH FARMYARD. 
(Lent by U. and J\ Bible Society.) 

xxiii. 1), and does not relax his efforts 
until every sheep is in safety.*' 

In the daytime the flock wanders far 
and wide over the open country, exposed 
to the attacks of robbers and wild 
beasts. Their only guard is their shep
herd, who may perhaps be aided by one 
or two strong dogs. The work of the 
dog is not to drive the sheep, or to round 
them up, as with us, but to warn the 
shepherd of approaching danger. 

A Syrian sheep dog will kill a wolf in 
single combat, and has been known to 
offer battle to a leopard in defence of 
the flock. 

The Eastern shepherd still wears the 
ancient garb and carries the things that 
his predecessors used of old. 

His great coat of sheepskin is his coat 
by day, and his blanket by night. 

His " scrip " (1 Sam. xvii. 40) is a 
large leather bag, which holds his simple 
fare of bread, cheese, raisins, figs, or 
olives. 

The " staff " and w4 rod " (Ps. xxiii. 4) 
are used for defence, and for assistance 
in climbing rocky places. The former is 
a straight oak stick, some six feet in 
length. The " rod " is a stout club with 
a heavy knob into which nails with large 
heads are driven. In the hand of a 
strong man this is a terrible weapon, and 
was, no doubt, the means by which 
David slew the lion and the bear (1 Sam. 
xvii. 34). 

The shepherd often has a name for 
every sheep ; and while to the eye of a 
stranger each one of the flock looks the 
same as another, to the owner each one 
is known. Even so docs the " Good 
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Shepherd " know each one of His sheep 
(John x. 14). 

Are you one of them ? E. A. 

# * # 
DON'T DELAY. 

@NE day when their aunt was out of 
the room, two boys upset a bottle 

of ink. 
" Don't tell aunt," whispered Charlie : 

" we'll shut the door, and run away, and 
she'll never know who did it." 

u Oh! we ought to tell her," replied 
Frank. 

" No, don't, it's much easier not to," 
urged Charlie. 

" I'm going to tell her this very 
minute, before it gets harder," Frank 
replied in a very decided tone. 

The moment he told his aunt, she 
hastened to the room, wiped up the ink, 
and put salts of lemon on the spot in 
the carpet. 

" I'm glad you told at once," she said, 
" for if the ink had dried in, the carpet 
would have been quite ruined." 

" It's just like God's cleansing away 
of our sins, isn't it, auntie ? If we tell 
Him at once He'll forgive us right away." 

Suppose Charlie's advice had been 
followed. Suppose the boys had left the 
room and shut the door. The ink would 
have dried in, and the carpet would 
have been mined. Auntie would have 
found it out, and would, of course, have 
asked Charlie and Frank if they had spilt 
the ink. Then they would have either 
had to tell a lie or own up. If they told 
a lie, clearly auntie could not believe 
them, for no one had been in the room 

| but the two boys. 
f ^ l t o it was very wise for Frank to tell 

th, own up, get forgiven and let 
,ow in time to get out the ink 

carpet. 
far more important way, 

" >r boys and girls to seek 
for their sins. You 

may tell a lie to God, but you cannot 
deceive Him. He knows the truth. 

I like Frank's wise decision, " I'm 
going to tell this very minute before it 
gets harder." 

Yes, the younger you are in truly 
confessing your sins to God and seeking 
His forgiveness the better. 

And how happy to know that God 
has something that can cleanse away all 
your sins. Listen : t ; The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's Son. eleanseth us from all 
sin " (1 John i. 7). 

But suppose you never confess your 
sins to God, and never believe on the 
Lord as your Saviour, the day must 
come when all your sins will come out 
at the great white throne, and too late 
you will be obliged to confess them. 

You must be saved in this world, or 
you will never be saved at all. " Behold. 
now is the accepted time ; behold, now 
is the day of salvation " (2 Cor. vi. 2). 

Now, when you are young come to the 
Lord. You will never regret it. 

A. J. P. 

* * # 

LINES WRITTEN ON A 
POSTAL ORDER. 

THIS piece of paper in your hand 
Declares to you that on demand 

You twenty shillings shall receive : 
This simple promise you believe. 
I t puts your mind as much at rest 
As if the silver you possessed. 

So Christ who died, but now doth live, 
Doth unto you the promise give. 
That if you in His Name believe 
You shall eternal life receive. 

Upon the lirst you calmly rest. 
Which is the surest and the best ? 
The Bank may break, Heaven never 

can— 
' Tis safer trusting God than man ! 
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YER THE SEA 
on CJLEANINCS FROM 

fOKElQN LAND$ 

III. 

RUNNING down the whole length of 
South America, a distance of quite 

4000 miles, is the mighty chain of 
mountains, which we call the Andes. 
There are many lofty peaks whose 
summits are always covered with snow, 
but the lower slopes of the mountains 
and the many valleys which lie between 
them are fertile enough. In many parts 
of the Andes, and particularly in Peru, 
live a dark-skinned race called Quechua 
Indians, who are the descendants of the 
Incas, a race that once had a magnificent 
empire in those regions. 

These Incas called themselves the 
" Children of the sun," and believed that 
they were descended from a mysterious 
man and his wife who appeared long 
long ago in their land. The man's name, 
they said, was Manco Capac, and in his 
hand he had a wedge of gold which was 
to sink into the ground at the spot where 
they were to found a city. The great 
Peruvian city of Cuzco is supposed to be 
built on the spot where the wedge sank 
into the ground. Such is the strange 
legend the Incas had, to account for 
their origin ; but wrhat is certain is that 
when the Spaniards arrived in Peru some 
400 years ago, they found the Incas 
ruling over the land and very prosperous, 
with massive buildings and a gorgeous 

temple with such splendid golden orna
ments and decorations that when they 
reflected the rays of the sun the eyes of 
those who looked at the temple were 
almost blinded. The Incas thought that 
the sun was a god and worshipped it. 

In those days Cuzco was a lovely city. 
Four great high-roads from different 
parts of their empire ran into it, the 
streets had streams of water running 
down their centres, the houses were well-
built and full of silver and gold. Yet, 
strangely enough, the Incas had no 
system of writing, and did their calcula
tions and accounts by means of a cord 
made up of threads of different colours 
and with a fringe of smaller threads 
hanging from it. 

The Spaniards conquered the Incas 
and very soon their splendid empire was 
ruined, their rulers slain, their people 
enslaved, and their very buildings crum
bled away, though the ruins which 
remain show how grand they were, for 
the blocks of stone arc enormous, some 
of them being as large as 38 feet long. 18 
feet broad, and 6 feet thick. If their 
poor dark minds had been enlightened 
as to the one true God by coming into 
contact with the Spaniards, there would 
have been a redeeming feature in the 
midst of their troubles, but alas, it was 
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not so. The true light of the Gospel 
of Christ never shone upon them, and 
to-day the poor Queehuas are degraded 
in their sins. 

Still, something is now being done to 
bring the knowledge of Christ to them, i 
Missionaries are at work at Cuzco, 
although their number is all too few. 
There is also work being carried on at a ' 
farm high up on the Andes, and here the 
Quechua Indians are gathered together 
to hear the Gospel, and little orphan | 
children are tenderly cared lor and 
taught " the sweet story of old " from 
their very early years. Already some 
have been converted, both grown-ups and 
children. i 

Even to-day, more than half the people j 
of Peru are of Indian descent. In the 
towns any Indian children there may be i 
arc taken into the schools and are taught 
Spanish, but most of the Indians live far 
away from anything like a school in the 
distant slopes and valleys of the moun
tains. Some few have learned to read 
their native Quechua tongue, and some ; 
parts of the New Testament have been 
printed for their use, and brave Bible- \ 
sellers or Colporteurs take long and \ 
wearisome journeys to place these por- j 
tions in their hands. I 

To cross the Andes is a tremendous ! 
task. If a venturesome traveller accom
plishes the feat and descends on the ! 
east side of the chain, he finds himself ; 
coming down to the immense plains 
where flows the Amazon, which is the 
greatest river in the world, though not 
perhaps the longest. All over the vast 
region where this river flows, amongst I 

i i t s great forests are to be found many I 
fc#Kerent tribes of Indians, how many, j 
illpW^e knows. The names of some of I 
tfeifcjtjes are unknown. Others have | 
come*i|$j$ilc more into touch with white 
men aljjij^(b something is known about 
them. ^fe-^ 

Some of ttfcfe tribes are warlike and | 
! * * * , 

some are more peacefully inclined. Some 
are rather more intelligent than the 
average, and others arc cannibals and 
terribly degraded. But one thing is 
common to them all. they desperately 
need the Gospel. Ought we not to pray ' 
for the boys and girls among thorn? 
Their mothers know nothing of the Lord 
Jesus and so can never do for them what 
was done lor the children long ago by 
t% the mothers of Salem." 

'* How kind was our Saviour to l)i<l those 
children welcome f 

Hut there are many thousands who have never 
heard His Name. 

The Hible they have never read : 
They know not that the Saviour sjnd, 

'Suffer little children to come unto Me/" 

# * * 

NATIVE of the South Sea Islands 
once prayed at the end of a Sunday 

service : " O God. we are about to go 
to our homes. Let not the words which 
we have heard be like the line clothes we 
wear, soon to be taken off and folded up 
in a box till another Sunday e'onies> 
round, but let Thy truth be like the 
tattoo-marks on our bodies, which cannot 
be rubbed out till death." 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS. 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Hible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and uge this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on id. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Rewards will be given in each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher in the current year. 

Questions for March, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of John . Chaps . 4 & 5. 

1. Wlial was the iirst thing the Lord Jesus 
said to I he woman at the well ? 

2. " The true worshippers." finish this 
verse. 

3. The woman said. " I know." What did 
she know ? 

1. What did the Samaritans say '" they 
knew " ? 

.">. What did the Lord Jesus say to the man 
in the temple ? 

0. Kind a verse which speaks of •* writings " 
and ** words." 

7. Find a verse which tells us something about 
those in their graves. 

8. Say briefly what you know about the 
following— Sychar, Bcthesda. 

9. What short sentence did the Lord Jesus 
say which made the Jews seek to kill Him ? 

10. Name 3 witnesses which the Lord spoke 
of in chapter ."3. 
DEAH YOI X<; K I U I N I K S . 

1 am so t,'liul to have so ni:»ny new seareleT^ for J a n u a r y , 
ninety-rwven in nil, and a few others who IIHM- rejoined. My 
warm welcome 10 you nil, and I hope yon will continue 
ihrough the year . 1 hope, too, t h a t you will all t ry and get 
one now member at lea<t, so t h a t there may l>o many more 
boys nnd ijirN searching the Rible. T)o not be discouraged 
if you IUV not in 1st Pln^s. Jl the re i* anyth ing you do not 
unders tand , «*k your pnrenN or your Sum lay-school teacher. 
or wri te to mo. I do want to help you all to love the Rible. 

Our t ex t th is month i s - - " JJh-ssed are they that k^ep Hi -
t e s t i m o n i e s " ( I ' sa . l i l t . 2). 

My love to y on all, 
Vour friend, J . P . 

January Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

I a t C l a s s . — K . Jluiiks. D. Matey, C. Hartley, H. l leiuict t , 
.1. P.irrs, N . Rirrs . K. Wow. 1). Winzes, P. ( a p p l e m n u , 
M. I 'ra^hill . E. Clarke, li. Cray laud , P. Crawford, M. 
Cornnll, M. ( r o o k , M. ( o h \ , I. Deacon, V. Gale, K. 
Cr imes , \ . ( iooeh, M. Muiwon, V. Havwnrd , <}. Kinneitr, 
M. I.efiaux, M. l . t w . <»• l-oyc, ('. Mel ver, A. Mennell, 
I . Merr i l l , A. New Ion, K. Redman , l \ Urcve , E. I). 
Smith , Kunicc Smi th . I. Smi th , K. Seot t , M. Tnit , P. 
Wade , M. Warmintfton, M. Wcller, V. Wood row, 
l \ Wood row, K. Vntos, P. Yellow. 

2 n d Cl«55. - K. Mrll, M. Rellanl . K. Clayton, l i . GauSdon, 
1*. HarlMirii, W. Iloskin;.'. <\ r a t t e r s o n . X. Yes^ey. 

3 r d C l a s s . - K . Hnffe, K. Cork. X. Parrell, J). (Jhiss, IP Ouude, 
II. I ln iui^ , li. I loskins, N. .lohnxuii. D. Ket t le , S. Kemp, 
P . Payeovk, I'. Male, S. H o l e r s M. Wutson. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st C l a s s . - M. Ailamson, N. Allcorn, 11. Allcu, K.. Ai'dley. 

P. Hirrs, E. Iliirton, K. Rur re t t , J . Chamber*, M. 
Char ters , A. CrumichueP N, Clayton, X. Clarke, 1). 

I C<»ntK M. Covvcv, M. i ul i inu. *'. Cuirv, N. C n n y . M. 
i u r n , M. Daniels, I'. Ih-umwj, IP I'h r.li'-r, li. P<il< ;• . 
.P (iurlmlf, M. <ri.-.ii, I-:, liuddi-ii. A. I lawdon, K. 
I lawdon, (,. l l . w i m s , k . Hewjiwm, It. Ilodi/ro, M. 
Uole, P. IluL'hrs, II. I lur^i , 1'. Hunt* i. >. .I.M l.son, I . 
J o i n - , I I . . Ion.-^ A. .link-. M.irione Pef.-aiix, I . Linton, 
P. P u n c h i e r , P. l .o \ - . IP Putter- , V. U-'.Wd. 1 . Ucnnell, 
M. Mnim-ll, \ . M'erritt. K. \l.-u-«lf. V. Mit .h-l l , W. 
MiKlell. M.irKarer MIIITMV, M. M>-I\er, c . Miivm*. M. 
XfUiin. W . XieholU, «;. XicliolU, I. I'arrv. K. I 'ai ter^ii . , 
H. I ' indir , A. P u t t s M. ROM-, K. >i.inh->, P. Sti-pney. 
P. Suiimons, A. Sliiirnjihn. P. Snnpnni I;. Smith. P. 
Smith, P.. Stoki-s <.. Symoiids. IP W'ilhjw-. M. Woodman, 

I T. WiPoil. | . \ \otldl«. ' \ . <). VwMl". K. V i t - . PM:l \.W\X. 
! 2 n d C l a s s . P. Uuu»\K-k, 1. P . l ' . c . n „ d , P I'.nh , , p R r l h i d . 
| \ . l>.iv\, P . « . ro \ . - . IP «.riiii-h.i«1 IP M.-.itli. K*. 
I IliiifwouJ J . Hunt . .1. Pr-L'L'.n. M. \ P i vh . u , K. Xu-klui.. 
I .1. IVppi-r. P. Pollork, X.Saj / i r , i t . ^ u l f u n t , <». S;»nd«r>ou. 
| M.s ion-v . V. TuMilin, Ji. I \ -on P.. Welton, IP William^, 
| M. WhilV. 
1 3rd C l a s s . W. Rnoihm.in, M isunou. X. Ilinh-r. X. cobby. 
I K. P.iirbairn, 1'. r.irivll, I. I m , , , \ . l larri-on. P. IPdl, 

c r. Ilepph-. p . JJod^us, (). Morm-v. M. lv<>oii, IP K-nth-, 
M. Pyall, IP M a t t h e w s *P Mowbray, M. Murphy, P. 

I Morky, W. Morrimuii, It. Xori iuu, S. Norman, IP 
Pavm , A. Sunnnerbell , A. Taylor, K. \ ;iu»linn, M. 
Whitimf, 12. Ward, J . Williamson, I). WoolJey. 

| Age 10 years and under. 
1st C l a s s . - M. Allmi, I. Adane»on. P. Allcorn, M. Ailcom. 

IP Rat««v, E. R a t e s P. R'Mimtt. n . Pall, S. Roll, K. 
Hurley, .1. Cami«bcll, C. Crjiuhill, I. Con. h, 15. Jillis, 
I). KaVrell, R. Polev, C. b r u v t s P Oat r i ibv , <P tr i imes, 
A. Godden, 11. UftlTc-DdiMi, IP Hah-, Mollic Jlolo, L. 
JI emus, A. Jackson, E. Johnson. A. Jones , Kih-en J o n e s 
A, L u t t e r s P . Pu t t e r s , IC. Moulton, M Murray, M. 
l 'o t ts , IJ. Pollock, F . Rutherford, J . Storey. J . Twiddy. 

I P. 'Lomlliwon, 11. Warnes, li. Warminijton. I . Warren, 
| .1. W a r m s , S. Watson. I. Wiseman. 

2 n d Class .—M. Armstroncr, W. Rutler, W. Cra^hill, W. 
Power , U. (.'utler, K. Mownio, M. Hemingway, V. 
lk-ntlicote, R. I luuter , \ . Pin ton, S. Lo^ar, X. Pom.is, 
P. Mart indale, K. Xelsun, P. Ni-wman, J . Ro\\<-li, N. 
Sanderson. M. Wiilker. 

3rd Clas s .—M. Dale. M. l-'raukUii, E. il . 'udei>on, M. 
Kuiuson, D. Ihu tson , K. Kim?, W. Pumplu?h, P. 

! Pamplu^h, (P AIcKoo. P. Xusli, F. . \ea le , I), f a y ^ o , 
IJ. Pnrton, K. Rarton. F. Pepper, A. Storey, M. Taylor, 

! I>. Tro t te r , A. Tomlin, I). Whit. . 

Answers to January Questions. 
Subject—The liospel of John. Chap. I. 
1. The Ltinib of God (verse 29). 

The Son of God (verse iU). 
The Christ (verse 41). 
The King of Israel (verse H>). 

*J. Power to heroine sons of God (verse 12). 
a. Behold the Lamb of God, whieh taketh 

away the sin of the world (verse 29). 
4. Verse 4 written out. 
3. Any four from chapter 1. 
<>. Jacob's ladder (Gen. 28. 12). 
7. What, seek ye ? 

Rabbi, where dwellest Thou ? 
Come and see (verses 38, 39). 

8. We have found the Messias, whieh is, being 
interpreted, the Christ (veree 41). 

9. We have found Him, of Whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, .Tesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of Joseph (verse 45). 

10. Because the Spirit descended and abode 
| upon l l im (verse 32). 
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SAVED FROM DROWNING. 
HEN quite a young boy, I was one 

day asked to go for a bathe, 
and like most boys, not liking to be 
thought a duffer, I went. My friends, who 
used to often go, were soon in the water, 
and did not much trouble about me. 

I walked down some steps into the 
water, and suddenly some one from 
behind gave me a push, and as I could 
not swim I was in danger of drowning, 

I felt myself touch the bottom, and 
then come to the top ; then the second 
time I went down, unnoticed by my 
companions. What was it I needed at 
that moment ? Some one to explain to 
me how to swim, or tell me to do the 
best I could ? Ah! no. I needed a 
saviour, one able to take me up as I was, 
and put me safely on land. 

A friend at last saw my danger. 
jumped in, and saved me. 

How foolish it would have been if I 
had declined his help, and tried to fight 
against him. You say, " Before I did 
a thing like that I should have had to 
lose my senses ! " Yes ! but that is the 
kind of thing that many are doing to-day. 

Jesus is willing and able to save 
perishing sinners, yet many will not let 
Him save them, and so perish for eternity. 
refusing the only way of escape from 
judgment. 

May God open your eyes to see your 
need, that you may be wise unto salva
tion. j . u. 

• # • 
CHARLIE AND THE APPLES. 

M. I L ITTLE Charlie had one great fault, 
| | L J 2 which much grieved his father— 
' ^ • f c often spent his play-hours with 

'pHHiM& father did not wish him to be 
**H|iLjHe enjoyed their games and fun, 
a^ , :^!l lL? 0*' ',e^eve *k*s WOJd of God, 

I ki Evil ipteiunic^tions corrupt good 
manners *^|^Cor. xv. 33). 

One afternoon his father, instead of | 
punishing him for being with the naughty 
boys, bade him go to the garden and pick 
three of the very best apples which he 
could find. This was an errand which 
any little boy would cheerfully run, and 
Charlie was not long before he came back 
with three fine rosy ones. 

wfc Put them down upon the table, my 
son," said his father, " and now fetch me 
the worst apple you can find, and mind, 
it must be quite rotten/1 

Away ran Charlie, and soon came back 
with the bad apple, wondering what his 
father coidd mean. 4i Now take the 
three good apples, my boy, and put the 
bad apple along with them upon the 
shelf in the cupboard." 

" Xo, father ! " cried Charlie, " it will 
spoil the others—don't say so," for it 
grieved him to think of the beautiful 
juicy apples being rendered good-for-
nothing in such a way. 

" Do as I bid, my boy," said his father, 
so Charlie obeyed. 

A few days after Charlie's father called 
him and told him to open the cupboard 
and look at the apples ; and there, just 
as the little boy had thought, were the 
four apples, quite rotten ; indeed, you 
would not have known again the three 
beautiful apples which Charlie had plucked 
from the garden, they were quite worth
less, and only fit to be thrown away. 

Before his little son had time to exclaim 
and say. as children often do. kk I said it 
would be so, father," the good man 
explained to Charlie his parable. 

One bad apple placed by the side of 
three good apples had first tainted them, 
and then corrupted them all. The three 
good apples had not made the one had 
apple good, but they had all caught its 
badness and become like it. And if one 
bad apple could spoil three good apples, 
what effect would many bad boys have 
upon his little son ? Indeed, had there 
not been in little Charlie something bad, 
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he would never have played with ehil- j 
dren whom his father wished him not to 
play with. 

And a great many other lessons did the i 
good man draw from the apples. l ie ! 
showed his little son that it is the pride of . 
our hearts which says, the bad boys 
cannot do me any harm ; that there is 
something in our hearts which soon 
makes us as bad as the worst if we go 
near the evil, just as there is something | 
in a good apple which quickly makes it 
become a bad one when it is near the 
bad one. This something is sin. There 
is sin in our hearts, and it loves the sin | 
which is in other people's hearts.— 
{Extracted). 

it * # 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

IV. 

clock is of little use to him. even if he 
possesses one. 
• When a man sets out on a journey 
alone, or with one companion, he will 
press on for hours in silence ; but if 
arrested by any passing incident, or if 
he happens to meet an acquaintance he 
will just as calmly dawdle away the 
best part of a day in talking over unim
portant matters. 

It may be that a party of western 
travellers is pressing on to reach the 
desired camping ground before sunset. 
The shadows are already lengthening, and 
the short twilight drawing near, when the 
native of the country whom they have 
engaged to be their guide, called a drago
man, recognizes a friend, or it may even 
be a complete stranger, travelling in the 
opposite direction. Both halt. The 
usual greetings of " Peace be unto you "' 
are exchanged. 

A long succession of questions ensues 
as to the welfare of the entire family on 
both sides. Then as to whence they 
came, and whither they go. with ejacula
tions of i% Allah be praised ! " after each 
reply. Most likely they will sit down 
comfortably by the roadside and inter-

TnAVKM.TNf! IN T1IE EAST. 
I Lent by IS. and F. Bible Society.) 

W 'HEN 
the 

the people 
Galilee for His last visit 
His crucifixion, amongst 
He gave them was this : 
by the way " (Luke x. !•). 

We find the same com
mand laid by the prophet 
Elisha on his servant 
Gehazi when sending him 
to heal the Shu nam-
mite's child (2 Kings 
iv. 29). 

To us this has a strange. 
harsh sound. We feel it 
discourteous to pass a 
friend in the street with
out a kindly greeting. 
But in eastern lands no 
discourtesy is implied. 
The Oriental has to-day. 
as he has had all down the 
ages, no practical idea of 
the value of time. A 

our Lord was sending forth 
seventy disciples to prepare 
in the cities and villages of j 

to them before 
the injunctions 
1 Salute no man I 
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change all the gossip of their respective 
villages, quite forgetting that the time is 
passing and night is fast drawing on. 

In vain do the tired and impatient; 
travellers make signs that they want to 
proceed. They must wait with what 
patience they can command until at last 
it dawns upon the two chattering natives 
that they had better make a move on. 

So from this we see that our Lord's 
command meant, for the disciples, that 
they were not to delay in carrying His 
message concerning His kingdom, but 
to do it with all due haste. And for us 
in our everyday work and duties, it is 
summed up in the words of the Apostle 
Paul, " Not slothful in business ; fervent 
in spirit ; serving the Lord " (Rom. xii. 
11). E. A. 

# • * 
"YOU NO KICK BOY!" 

IN far-away Shanghai a Christian sea
man joined a ship as second officer. 

The first thing he did after going on 
board and finding his cabin, was to begin 
unpacking his bags with the help of the 
mess-room boy, a little Chinese fellow. 

The boy busied himself in taking out 
clothes and arranging them ; meanwhile, 
the officer, wishing to show his colours as 
a Christian from the very start, set to 
work to tack up in his cabin some texts 
which he had brought with him. 

Suddenly he wTas startled by the boy 
exclaiming sharply, " You read him ? " 

He turned round and found the boy 
with his Bible in his hand, he having 
just, taken it out of his bag. So he just 
replied, " Yes, I read him. , , 

The boy placed the Bible very carefully 
oLdown on the desk, and said : " Very glad 
i 3$KLconK' t m s s ^ e » y ° u n o k*ck boy l " 

'€l|||e poor little fellow had evidently 
h w ^ * p o d many kicks in his short life, 
from mtftf men, too, perhaps English
men, wlttr4a*jg!it to have known better ; 
but evidently be had been sharp enough 

to notice that the Englishmen who read 
their Bibles were different to the others. 

When he found the Bible, he did not 
exclaim, u You have him ? " or u You 
keep him ? *' but he asked, w4 You read 
him ? " It is not enough to have a 
Bible. Lots of boys when they first 
went to sea had a Bible packed in their 
box by a kind mother, who very likely 
wept and prayed over it when she put 
it in ; but there in the bottom of the 
box it has been allowed to remain. They 
have kept it safely enough, perhaps, a 
kind of superstitious feeling, as well as 
love for the mother who put it there, 
prevents them throwing it away ; but 
they do not read it. 

I expect, little reader, that you have 
a Bible. Do you read it ? It all | 
depends upon whether you are interested 
in the subjects of which the Bible treats. 
What are they ? 

It speaks about the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, about the way of salvation, 
about the desperate need of sinners, and 
much else beside. Do these subjects 
interest you ? Then no doubt you read 
the Bible. 

Perhaps, however, you are saved. 
Then you read the Bible because you 
want to know more of the One who has 
saved you, and of God's will for you. 
God's Word it is that teaches us how to live. 

If you are one of those that " hear the 
Word of God, and do it " (Luke viii. 21), 
you will be a witness for the Lord. You 
will " no kick boy," as the little Chinese 
lad said. 

May every one of our little readers both 
read and do the Word of God. But we 
must remember that the first right thing 
that anybody does is believing on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord Himself said, " This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him 
whom He hath s e n t " (John vi. 29). 
Take care that you do that work first of 
all. F. n. u. 
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$YER THE SEA 
OR dLEANINOS FROM 

& ; v,fOF(EIQN |_AND$ 

IV. 

INDIA is a part of the world t i n t ought 
to be of particular interest to us, for 

it is a very large and important part of 
the British Empire. I t is very thickly 
populated, so much so, that about one 
sixth of the total population of the earth 
is found there, the great majority of 
them living in villages, though there arc 
also some large towns. 

The people are not all of one race. 
There are quite a number of different 
races, and consequently a number of 
different languages and religions. All 
these people, no matter to what 
race they belong, badly need the 
gospel, though, sad to say, they do not 
want it. It is said that the total number 
of languages spoken in India is about 
150, and the Bible, or some part of it, 
has been printed in quite half of these, 
and since the languages into which the 
Word of God has been translated arc 
those most widely used, far more than 
half the people of India have a Bible in 
their own tongue, if they arc able to 
read it. 

It is sad to think of this huge country 
full of people who do not know the Lord 
Jesus Christ and are under all kinds of 

strange superstitions and delusions. 
Many of them are called Hindus, and 
their priests tell them that one great 
way of getting cleansed from their sins 
is by bathing in the river Ganges and 
performing certain other religious rites. 
Every year a great mela, which is a 
kind of fair, is held at Allahabad by the 
Ganges, and perhaps as many as two 
million people will visit it. To these 
melas come large numbers of fakirs, or 
ik holy men," and the poor people think 
that if these fakirs bless them it will do 
them good both in this life and also the 
next, and so they pay them to get their 
blessing. 

Now if you could sec these fakirs you 
would probably want to run away in 
disgust, for they are not at all pleasant 
to look at. They live strange lives and 
do very strange things, all of which are 
supposed to make them fci holy." Here. 
for instance, is one who has never cut 
his hair, but allowed it to grow into 
thick matted coils all over his head. 
Here is another with one arm held aloft 
in the air ; the arm has been so long in 
this unnatural position that it has become 
quite withered and useless, and he could 
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not now put it down by his side if he 
wished to. There is one who gets his 
attendant to bury his head in the sand, 
and he lies in this way for quite a long 
time. Of course it is very uncomfortable, 
but it gathers a large crowd round him 
and t'hey think him very wonderful and 
give money to his attendant. Other 
fakirs will sit upon couches made of 
spikes or endure cruel pain in other 
ways, all of which is supposed to make 
them holy and free from sin. 

These fakirs are just deceivers, as you 
can imagine, but the people are so super
stitious that they do not see it. The 
people also look up to their gurus, that 
is, those who are considered teachers 
because they are a little better instructed 
than the ordinary folk, but the gurus 
are as much in the dark as to God and 
His word as the rest. Some years ago 
in one of the hill districts there was an 
earthquake which so frightened the 
people that they called a meeting of the 
men of wisdom, the guides and teachers, 
to discuss what could be done to stop 
earthquakes ! For some hours the gurus 
talked and gave their opinions, and at 
last they turned to one named Chimman 
and asked what he thought. Now 
Chimman had in earlier days had to do 
with Christians, his son had learned to 
read and possessed a Bible, so he said, 
"1 cannot read well but my boy has 
with him the book of God." The boy 
was only thirteen, but he stood up before 
them all and read a large part of the 
twenty-first chapter of Luke's gospel. 
ending with, " Heaven and earth shall 
pass away; but My words shall not 
pass away." A great hush came over 
tiac crowd. It seemed as if a voice had 

from heaven to explain the mystery 
tgaswer their questionings. 
^fiid to say, even those who profess 

to hAY$£j*en converted to Christianity 
are oftetffc$t very free from superstition. 
Years ago 4* Sessionary visited one of 

his ilock who was more enlightened than 
some, and as the man was out he sat 
down to await his return. There, in a 
prominent place was his Tamil Bible, 
so he took it down and began turning 
over the pages. Presently he found a 
fishhook which had lodged between two 
of them, and rusting, had stuck them 
together. Presently in came the owner, 
and when the missionary casually asked 
him, " Do you ever go fishing ? " he 
answered, " I used to, but long ago I 
lost my hook, and though I hunted 
everywhere I never found it. and I have 
not fished since/' 

The fact is he had put the Bible up in 
a place of honour in his little hut; he 
felt that bad fortune would befall him 
if he did not honour it, but he did not 
read it. Is it only in India, I wonder, 
that people honour the Bible like that ? 
How do vou treat it ? 

I RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS 
I 1. Searchers 10 years and under do 0 ques-
! tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
I Over 13, answer all the questions. 
I 2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
I concordance, no outside help. 
; 3. Give the chapter and verse where you And 
i each answer. 
| 4. Put your name and address and age this 
I year on first lines of your paper. 
| 5. Address envelope—"Scripture Searching," 
i Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 

London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Reward* will be given in each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher in the current year. 

Questions for April, 1925. I 
Subject—The Gospel of John . Chaps. 6 & 7. j 

1. What part had a lad in feeding the multi
tude ? 

2. Wha t answer did the Lord give to the 
question—What shall we do— ? 

3. *" He gave them bread from heaven to ca t . " 
What did this refer to ? 

4. k* If any . . . dr ink." Find this passage 
and write it out. 

5. What did the officers say of Jesus ? 
0. Mention two feasts in our chapters. 
7. How did Jesus come to His disciples during 

the storm, and what did He say ? 
8. What " words " had the Lord ? I 
9. What did the Lord Jesus sav about " a 

little w h i l e " ? 
10. What did Peter say they believed ? 

DEA.R YOUNG FllTE.NPS.— 
I am so glut! to welcome more new pearehcrs this month . 

but very sorry t h a t some who s ta r t ed in January have not 
sent in answers for February . I ho]>e they are not giving up 
already. Do persevere for six months at least. D ) yon find 
the questions too easy or too difficult ? If you are in 2nd or 3rd 
Class, compare your answers with those, p r in ted . 

I want you to notice specially the answer to Qucs* ion 2, and 
ask yourselves if you have done this . 

Our t ex t th is month is " Uim tha t cometh to Me ] will in no 
wise cast out " ( John 0. ."7). 

My love t o you nil. 
Your friend, 

J . L. | 

February Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

1st C l a s s — E . Ranks, P . Butey, X. Birrs, M. (Yagliill. 1". 
Crawford, M. Coley, E . Crook, A. Edmonds , N. Farrell, 
M. Fole j \ F . Uale, D. Gaines", T. Glas^on, E . Grimes, Y. 
Gooch. W. t lwki i ig , S. Kemp, 1). Kemp, t>. Laycoek, 
M. Lefeaux, G. JAJVC, l \ Metvor, F . Male, E Markrorv, 
M. Mayhew, A. Mennell. I . Merri t t , M. Pickersg.ll, E. Fvall, 
K. Redman , P . Jtoeve, E . D. Smith , E . £miUt, 1. Smith , 
At. Smith , E . Seott , P. Stucktfy, E . Wade, M. Warmington, 
At. Weller. M. West , P . Wood row, E. Yates . F Yellow. 

2 n d Class .—If. Hennott, A. Carmiehuel, Al. Cornall, B. 
Edwards , G. Foster , It. Gaude , R. Ciiddlngs, M. Unuson, 
V. Hayward , IT. Uenius, A. Henderson, N . Johnson, G. 
Klnnetir, M. I^ogg, J . Legget t , AI. Nicholas. F . Sondds, 
R. Wiseman, V. Wood row. 

3rd C l a s s — B. Bell, M. Bollard, C. Bean, H. Glas^ou, P. Har-
burn, J). Ket t le , IT. Mowbruy, G. Mowbrur, M. Tai l , 
E . Yaughan, M. Watson. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years* 
1st C las s .—N. Allcorn, K. Ardley, C. Ashmorc, L. Ashwell, F . 

Addyman , N . Bell, L . Bctl, t \ Birrs, M. Biggs E . Burton, 
M. Burton, M. Charters , J . Chambers, D. Coutts, M. Cowev, 

I. Corks M. ( utuiiL'. C. Curry, M. Gurry, N. D a w , 1\ 
Deuidmr, I'.. Kllis. M. Kile*, K. Kuirlmirn, F . Furrcll, H. 
Fletclp-r. I. 1-Vuni. J . Garhut t , II. Gad^don, AJ. Green, 
II. CriULshiiw. L. Groves. M. Gold, K. Hawdon, It. l iar-
burn. G. JJrwiner*. K. llewinsnn, II. Heath. K. Henderson, 
I). Hodgi-s M. Hole. J,. Hughes H. Limit, J . Hunt , ] | . 
Joiu^, F. Kendall, W. Kettle, G. Knight. M. Lane, F.. 
Lancaster, Marjorie Lefemix. H. Lnttei>, L. Mavm, M. 
MeAnl, M. MeLvor, II. .M:iekrorv. L. Madden, W. Merrinian. 
F. Mennell, M. Mennell, V. Merritt, K. Metralf, Y. Mitchell, 
W. Mirchell. M. Murray. M. Nelson. W. Nirliolls, G. 
Ni 'holU, K. Nirkliu, 1." I'.irrv, E. Patterson, E. Park, 
R. Finder, A. PuttP, M. Rose, G. Rosior, G. Stafford. 
K. Stanley, P . Sharnoek. F . Stepney, L. -SiminonH, A. 
Shriinplin," B. Smith, L. Smith, AL Scldieinann. G. 
Symonds, M. Storey, N. Moeker, L. Stocker, R. Seudd«, ' 
D. Scudds, A. Tavlor, V. 'J'urner, E. 'H^on, B. Welton, 
.1. Williamson, R." Williams II . Willows. M. White. 'J'. 
Wilson, E. Winter, M. Woodman, 1. Wood row, E. Yates, 
Ena Yutes. 

2 n d C l a s s — D. Andrews. I. Bell. I. Bollard, I. Hurley, M. 
Clarke, \ . Cobby, M. Daniel.-'. D. Foley, M. Gibson . 
W. Hamilton, 0 . Homer , T. Lluuter, F . Jones, 11. Lamp-
lugh, E. Loye. 

3rd Clnss .—O. Bell, C. Bird, T). Cutler, X. IIarri*on, L. 
Hodges, M. Ivepon, W. Lawrenson, N. Loma«. If. Matthews, 
K. McDonald R. Mandav, F . Pepper. L. Pollock, S. Stan.--
field, D. Trot ter , L. Ykkery, E . Ward , M. Walker, i ) . 
Wooley. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st Class -—F. Allcorn. M. Allcorn, R. Batev, G. Barefoot, F . 

Bennet t , S. Bell, D. Bell, J . Bewick. E. Hurley, J . Camp
bell, W. Cragbill, C. Craghill, W. Cowey, I. Couch, K. 
Deakin, E . Downie, F . Kile*, B. Foley. J . Gateuby, K. 
Grant , G. Grimes, R. Hawdon, M. Hemingway, L. D c m u s 
P . Heathcote , Mollie Hole, A. Jones , E. Jones , W. Lam|>-
lugh, L. Lamplugh, S. Ijugnr. A. Lutters , P . Lutterf, E . 
Martiudale, AL Murray. J . Mundell, T. Mundell, K. Nelson, 
D. Pnrton, AL Potts , J). Purvis, F . Rutherford, J . Storey, 
A. Storey, W. Thomson, II. Warm-*, B. Warmington, 
F . Warren, J . Warncs, S. Watson, I . Wiseman. 

2 n d C l a s s . — E . Bates, K. BiuUree, F. Clark. I). FarreU, U . 
Matthowh, K. Moultou, U. Ross. M. Taylor, J . Twiddv, 
-\\ Wake, H. WTaIton. 

3rd C l a s s . — S . Crone, D. Daasie, S. Dansie, R. Haffendcn. 
R. Lord, W. Rutherford, G. Yickcry, K. Walton. 

Answers to February Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chap. 2. & 3 . 

1. To the marriage at Cana (chap. 2, 1, 2). 
2. Because He turned the water into wine 

(chap. 2. 11). 
.3. They remembered that it was written, The 

zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up (chap. 2. 
17). 

4. He spake of the temple of His body 
(chap. 2. 21). 

5. Nicodemus, Moses, and John (chap. 3. 1, 
14., 23). 

6. He must increase, but I must decrease 
(chap. 3. 30). 

7. The Father loveth the Son and hath given 
all things into His hand (chap. 3. 35). 

8. To Moses lifting up the serpent in the 
wilderness (chap. 3. 14). 

9. The Son of Man (chap. 3, 14). The only-
begotten Son of God (chap. 3. 18). The Christ 
(chap. 3. 28). 

10. Chap. 3., verses 18, 10, 20, or 21 . 
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"SOMEBODY WANTS TO 
COME IN." 

IT was the evening for the children's 
meeting at the Gospel Tent, and the 

boys and girls were streaming in through 
the gate in the high black fence by 
which the tent was surrounded. 

Soon the hour arrived and the meeting 
began. Still, however, the children came 
in twos and threes, while a little group 
stood round the entrance watching the 
others go in, but not entering them
selves. Hymns and prayer being over, 
up got a kind friend to speak, and then 
not wishing the meeting to be disturbed 
by any more late comers, a helper went 
to the gate and gave a last invitation 
to the little group standing outside. 

" Won't you come in ? "' he said. 
They shook their heads. kk Well ! it's 
your last chance/' he added, and then 
pointing to a little girl—kt You'll come 
in, won't you ? " But she, too, shook 
her head and said softly, " No ! " 

The big gate swung on its hinges, and 
the little group were left outside without 
even being able to see what was going 
on inside. 

Hardly a minute passed when there 
was a knock, and then another knock. 
still louder. u What do you want ? "' 
said the man inside. " Please, sir, some
body wants to come in ! " said a voice. 
He opened the door to see who the 
somebody was, and who do you think 
he found ? Why, the very little girl who 
had said " No ! " so decidedly, not two 
minutes before. 

What made her change her mind so 
I quickly ? It wan the door being shut. 
I I expect some of my young readers are 
[ already thinking of a Bible story about 

tile jfcut door. In Luke xiii. wc read : 
" Stride to enter in at the strait gate ; for 

I many, 7 $ay unto you, will seek to enter 
I in, and s h i f i ^ t be able. When once the 

Master of th£%>usc is risen up, and hath 

shut to the door, and ye begin to stand 
without, and to knock at the door, say
ing, Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and He 
shall answer and say unto you, I know 
you not whence ve are " (verses 24 and 

"25)-
The time is soon coming when the 

I opportunity of believing the Gospel and 
being saved will be gone. When the 

I Lord Jesus rises up and conies into the 
air for His own people, the Gospel door 
will be shut. The little girl missed her 
chance of the meeting for that evening, 
but we had more meetings to which she 
was able to come. If you miss the 
Gospel offer, and the Lord Jesus comes 
and has to leave you behind, you will 
be outside the shut door FOR KVER. 

j Oh ! what a terrible thing that would 
be. God save all my young readers from 
it, and lead them to enter NOW. at once. 
through the door which stands so widely 
open. 

Jesus said, " I am the door ; by Me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved " 
(John x. 9). 

i'. n. IT. 
» # * 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF' BIBLE LANDS. 

V. 

THE long rainless summer of Palestine 
is often a time of trial and loss to 

the Syrian farmer. As a rule, no rain 
falls between May and October. Perhaps 
some young readers may think " How 
delightful ! " 

To us who live in this little island in 
the North Sea, exposed to such constant 
and sudden changes of weather as come 
to us, it may seem an enviable condition 
to be able to make sure of unbroken 
sunshine, and no need of mackintosh 
and umbrella. Hut if we think for a 
moment, and compare our splendid water 
supply -pipes laid from huge reservoirs, 
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KASl'KHN WOMKN WITH Til HI II WATEKPOTS. 

(Letd by D. and F. Dibit Society., 

carrying abundance of clear, fresh water. 
available at any time by simply turn
ing a t a p with the very primitive means 
the dwellers in Eas tern towns and villages 
have for even a meagre supply—we shall 
see t ha t after all clouds and rain and 
sunshine intermingled are the best. 

If a Palestine village is so for tunate as 
to possess a good spring, the women may 
be seen going every morning and evening 
with their water-jars or water-skins, to 
bring home a supply. The jars they 
balance on their heads ; the skins are 
slung on their backs by a s t rap passing 
over the forehead. 

If there is no good well or spring in 
the neighbourhood, each house is pro
vided with its cistern in which rain water 
is collected and stored. A cistern is 

made by digging a large hole in the 
ground, and building a s trong wall round 
the foot of the hole. On the wall a 
dome-shaped roof is erected with a hole 
left in the top. Karth is then tilled in 
round the dome. In the hot sunshine 
it quickly hardens, and all looks as level 
as before the hole was dug. The inside 
of the cistern is lined thickly Avith mortar 
and finished with a coating of a special 
kind of plaster, which sets extremely 
hardjand becomes perfectly water-t ight . 
This is of course very impor tant , other
wise the water would ooze away. 

In t ime of drought a man will often 
spread his bed on the top of his cistern. 
and sleep there, to guard his precious 
water from night thieves. 

The Rible speaks of these cisterns in 
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several places. (2 Kings xviii. 
Prov. v. : Eceles. xii. ; 2 Chron. 
xxvi. ). Suppose you look them up 
and find the verses. 

In Jeremiah ii. 13, we read how the 
great loving heart of God is grieved 
because His people have forgotten Him, 
and instead of getting from Him, the 
Fountain of Living Waters* the satis
faction and joy and full supply thkt 
always come to the heart that serves 
Him with loving obedience, they had 
taken their own way and had found it 
to turn out as disappointing as a cistern 
that had become cracked and would hold 
no water. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ spoke several 
times (John iv. ; vii. ) of the 
Living Water which He could give to 
every thirsty soul that would come to 
Him. Can you say : — 
* I came to Jesus and I drank, 

Of that life-giving stream ; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

And now I live in Him " ? 
E. A. 

* * # 
I JEWELS. 

I HEARD of a gentleman the other 
day, who surprised every one that 

passed him, as he stooped at the 
side of the road feeling about in the mud, 
which seemed to ill suit one so elegantly 
dressed. 

A crowd gathered quickly, and at last 
he told an inquirer that it was for a lost 
jewel he searched. I wonder if he had 
been as eager to get the precious jewel of 
Salvation ? 

I There are some lines which I learned 
I many, many years ago— 
I "To lose one's wealth is much, 
I -i-;.-ti^. To lose one's health is more, 

',; - ^ To lose one's soul is such a loss 
"••̂ 9•:-. As nothing can restore." 

A la&ygjjho >vas very ill, and had quite 
lost her Wffjb—not her wealth—called 
to her nurseriifcd asked her to bring the 

jewel-box which held the beautiful jewels 
which she had often worn at fashionable 
parties, and longed to wear again. 

" Now, Nurse,'" she said, " wouldn't 
you like some of these beautiful jewels ? '" 

" No. ma'am, not at all ; I have some 
much finer/* 

"How can that be, Nurse, mine are 
some of the finest in the land ; where are 
yours ; you never wear them ? " 

" My jewels are here.*' she said, holding 
up a Bible. 

" Take them out and show them me,'' 
said the lady, thinking they were hidden 
away. 

" Why, ma'am, jny jewels are so 
precious, I can only show one at a time." 
Then she opened her Bible and read : 

t4 I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content " (Phil. iv. 
n). 

She told her of the treasure she had 
in heaven, of the loving Father who loved 
and cared for her, and of the gladness and 
the joy she had in looking forward to 
eternity. 

" Why. Nurse ! I never heard anything 
like that ; how happy you must be to 
feel like that. I wish I could feel the 
same.'* 

The next day the lady asked the Nurse 
to show her another jewel, as the last 
was so beautiful. 

This time the Nurse read : 
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy 

of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners *' (I Tim. i. 
15). From this and the few words which 
followed, the sick lady was brought to 
know the Lord Jesus as her Saviour, and 
to find joy, peace, and happiness through 
Him, such as she had never tasted in her 
life be fori-. 

Where is your treasure, dear young 
friend ? All earthly things may fail 
you, but if the Lord Jesus is your treasure, 
He is the Same, yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. J. w. ii. x. 
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MILLIONS and millions of boys and 
girls are to be found in India, and 

the vast majority of them are growing 
up without any knowledge of the one 
true God. This is the saddest faet of 
all, though it is sad to think how many 
of them are growing up without care and 
education, and often subject to cruelty, 
especially the girls. 

A great difficulty is created by what 
is called caste. The people are divided 
up into classes according to their occupa
tion in life. No one can get out of the 
class in which they were born, and the 
people in the higher classes think they 
would be denied if they touched those in 
any lower class. This caste is part of 
their false religion, and the Brahmins, 
who arc kind of priests, are the highest 
caste of all and will mix with nobody 
else. Now all this makes a tremendous 
lot of difficulty if any one wishes to 
gather the children together into schools. 

Still these difficulties can be overcome 
in one way or another, and there are 
Christian schools in India. In one place 
there is a large school for Brahmin boys. 
These are very difficult young gentlemen 
to deal with, for they think themselves 

far too high-class to do anything with 
their hands, even to row a boat, and 
they could not possibly condescend to 
play football ! However, bit by bit these 
lads are being taught that their hands 
were given to them for other uses beside 
that of wielding a pen, and they arc 
learning all kinds of useful things. Yet 
the old habits arc very strong. One 
lad, for instance, became a skilled car
penter and for three years earned eight 
annas a day. Then he wanted to marry, 
but no Brahmin would give him their 
daughter as wife, so he had to give up 
his carpentering and become a " gentle
man " by being a messenger at five 
annas a day, and then he secured a 
wife. 

In other schools the boys come from 
different classes, and some little lads are 
only too delighted to get into them, 
because of ill-treatment at home. Years 
ago a Biblewoman found a little boy 
working in a rice mill and very unhappy 
because of having no father or mother, 
but only an uncle who was cruel to him. 
At last he was got into a school where 
he heard the Gospel and learned to read, 
and they gave him the name of Rupert. 
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After a time a Christian boy in England 
invested some of his pocket-money in a 
Bible in an Indian language which was 
sent to a place called Medak to be given 
to a boy there wrho had no Bible but 
would like one- This Bible was given 
to Rupert. 

Rupert was ever so glad. He wrote 
a letter of thanks to the boy in England. 
and this is how it read when translated : 
" My dear friend, your humble friend 
Rupert writes to you thus : When the 
Bible that you sent touched my hands 
great gladness fell on me. Up to that 
time no Bible was mine, but from a little 
book that Padre Posnett wrote I have 
read and learnt the life of Jesus. To me 
are no parents, but I am believing that 
you have parents. Our Missionary lady 
and gentleman are parents to me. Every 
day we bathe and swim in the tank, and 
some evenings, after school, we play 
small football. When I make my prayers 
to God every night I will ask God to ! 
bless you. Please write to me a letter 
again. These things write I unto vou— 
Rupert." 

In India the girls frequently get very 
sad treatment. The people' seem to 
think they have no souls that need 
saving or caring for in any way, and 
usually they never imagine that they 
need any schooling. Still there are nice j 
Christian schools here and there for girls. : 
There is a beautiful one in south India 
where many dear little people have been , 
rescued from terrible dangers and miser- ! 
ies, and have learned to know and love 
the Lord Jesus. i 

In another place in north India there I 
| is a fine school where Christian natives 
I <&n send their girls, and the fathers 

generally bring them when they are six 
d ^ i ^ o n years old, and when leaving 
them^Jtfchind they often make strange 
r e q u e s t One says, " If my child does 
wrong, please forgive her and do not 
punish her." Another says, " Make her 

good. Chastise her ; you may break her 
skin, but do not break her bones.*' If we 
were allowed to choose our own fathers 
I have no doubt tha t all our girl readers 
would vote for the former and not the 
latter. 

Yet do you know it is not real kind
ness not to punish wrongdoing? Some 
people think that God cannot be love 
if He punishes sin, but they are greatly 
mistaken. He will punish sin, for He 
has plainly said so, but at the same time 
He has shown His love by sending the 
Lord Jesus Christ to suffer upon the cross 
the punishment our sins deserve, and 
thus put them away. Nothing but His 
death could accomplish this, for " The 
wages of sin is death." and those wages 
must be paid before God's gift, which is 
eternal life, could be ours. That was why 
Jesus died. 

'* He knew how wicked man had been, 
lie knew that God must punish sin, 

So out of pity Jesus said, 
'1*11 bear the punishment instead.*" 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do C ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—"Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching, 
RewardM will be given in each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success-
ful Searcher in the current year. 

Questions for May, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of John . Chaps. 8. & 9. 

1. " I am . . . life." Find this passage and 
write it out. j 

2. What makes one a servant of sin ? i 
8. Write out a verse which tells us what made 

Abraham glad. j 
4. What reason did Jesus give to His disciples 

for the man being born blind ? 
5. tk Dost thou believe ? " Finish this qucs- I 

tion and say who asked it. ; 
0. What did the blind man say when he ! 

worshipped the Lord ? I 
7. Say in the words of Scripture why people I 

die in their sins. I 
8. What had the Jews agreed as to those who 

confessed tha t Jesus was Christ ? | 
9. Give three questions asked by the neighbours. 
10. The Lord gave two reasons why the Jews | 

sought to kill Him. What were they ? j 
DEAII Youxa T'IUKNDS,— I 

Somo of you still forget to put ehiipter and ver>r for your i 
answers. Try a u o" ' ) 0 more direful ; you would liml il .1 Ii«-l|• j 
to keep u rough copy of your answers und compare tln-ni with I 
the printed ones. Thank you for .your let ters . I am glad you j 
w e pleased with 3rour prizes, and tha t you enjoy the seurehiiig. 

1 do not know why 1). l^urvis's name was not in the [\>\. 
I have her marks in my book, so it will not ma t t e r really. 

1 think some of your answers this mouth will need thinking ! 
over carefully, or they w ill not l>o c6rreet. J 

We will have for our t ex t , " Thy word have 1 hid in inim 
heart, that 1 might nol sin against Thee " (Ps, 1PJ. 11). | 

My love to vou all. Your friend, I 
.1. P. \ 

March Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

l 5 t C U M . — \ . Allrorn, E. Hanks, P*. Untoy, r. P u l l e y , I I . j 
Peune t t , C. Bean, X. Birr*, E . Clarke, P. ( r awlo rd , M. 
Cornall, E . ( rook , I . Deacon, T». Edwards , A. EdmoinK, ! 
j \ . Pnrrell. K. (.iiivylnnd, P . d a l e , 1). Oaines, T. (ilubson. I 
J l . Classon, \ . Oooch, M. Hanson, V. Uayward, IJ. Iletnus, I 
I). Kemp, I). Lay cock, M. Lefeaux, AP 'LrgL', C. Love, I 
V. Mcl\ IT , K. Mackrory, A. Mcnnell, I. Merritt, g . Muddm, 
.M. Nicholas, I. Parker , E. Pyall, K. llv<liu>u\t P. Peeve , 
E. I) . Smith, E. Smith , I . Smith, J'i. fccott. P. S rudds , 
.M. Tuit, K. Wade, M. Weller, P . Wood row, P. Yate.N p . 
Yellow. 

2 n d C l a s s . — M. Uraghill, 11. Giddlngs , M. Wuriniiigton. 
XI. West. 

3 r d Class .—M. Uellnrd, A. Uarmichael. M. ( 'nlo\, .M. Kole\. 
11. Gaude , E . ( ir imes, N. .fohuBOii, D. Kettle, <*. Kcni)». 
P. Males, CJ. Mowbray, A. Newton, S. Rogers, M. Smith, 
E . \ aughuii, V. Wood row. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
| gf C l a s s . — K . Ardley, 0 . Ashmore, D. Andrews, E. Addyman . I 

I,, Pell , V. Birrs, M. Charters , J . Chambers, M. Clarke, 
1). Cout ts , T- Cocks, M. Chitting, C. Curry, M. Curry, N . 
Duvy, M. Daniels, P . Dening, E . Dewdney, P . Parrell , 

P . 1 Icidicr. I. Peurii, 1). lol.'V, J . (^urhutt, M. (Juusson 
II. c.adMlon. AP i.n-eii, J,. Craves, M. Gold, K. Hawdoii, 
K. Ileiviiison, II. Heath, U. Horner, M. Hole, J,. Hughes, 
II. Hunt , T. Hunter, H. Jonee, P. Kendall, 8. Knight, 
M. Pane, p . J .an .as t r , . p . Lainpliu/Ji, M. Lefcau*, .f. Leg-
L'.-lt. E . p,,v<-, M. Melvcr, J l . Mackrory, F . Menncll, 
M. Menndl, V .M.-niff. V. AliMiHI, W. Mitchell, M. Mould, 
M. Murray, M. Nelson, K. Nieklin, E. P u t t c r ^ n , E . Park, 
11. I'arkiT. P . Piiidiv, A. Potts, M. Hose, ( i . Stafford, K. 
. - U i i M , P. Sli.irnock, P. Stepney. M. Stead, L. Simmons. 
A. Shiiinplin, E. Simpson, P. Smith, M. SehJiemunn, M. 
s torey, H. S e u d d s L>. Scmlds. (J. ksymoud&, A. Taylor, 
V. Tomlin, Y. Turner, J. Turner, Jl." Wade, H. Weltou. 
• I. Williunihon. T. Wilson, P . Winter, 1. Woodrow, 1). 
U oolley, Lu.i Vales. 

2nd Class -—L. Atter. v . lul l , I . p, n m l , p . P«.ii«ick, P. 
P.nrlun, M. Imrton, i . hurley, X. Clark, J . Clarko. M. 
< iiwi y, •,. Curry, K. l>L'.ikin, K. P.iirbaini, G. Hewlnos, 
i l . JJoopcr. M. Lvall, II. .Matthews. M. McArd, K. 
McUonahl, L. Meirall, It. Mumlay. W. Nicholls, i . . 
Nicholls, 11. Norman. J. Parry, L. Pollock, L. Stocker. 
M. Toul«on, -M. Whiting, M. White, \\. Wyall. 

3 r d C l a s s . — C. Pird, \\. Poothmau, N. Putler , N . Cobbv, .1. 
"'orbett, I). Cutler, C. D o u g h t y U. Ellis, W. Game, D. 
(.rillitks, W. Ilclhcrbif^ton. J. Hunt , M. Ivcson, A. JinfcB, 
F. Jones, W. Keitle, J. King, W. Lawrennon, V. Linton. 
N. Lomas, \\ . Mi rnman , S. Norman, F . Peyper, S. suut t -
H' id. D. Sewell, N. Stocker, 1). Trotter . 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st C l a s s . - P . Allrorn, M. All.-orn, It. Matey, B. Bates, F. 

I 'ennett. J . I'.rwick, JP Peal, S. I'.revers, K. Pauley, J . 
t amfibell, W. Craghill, C. Craghill, 1). r l iuk , W . I owey, 
P Coueh, M. Crockett, I). Hansie, M. OH v ies E . Dsixy, 
E. Downic, IP Foley, J . Gatcnby, K. Grant , It. Uuwdou, 
ii . Jlemus, P . Heathcote, M. Hole. A. Jones, E. Jones, I.. 
Pamphurh, A. Pynes, E . Murtuidaii.-, K. Moulton, M. Moon. 
.M. Murray, J . Mundell, T. Mundcll, M. Pot ts , D. 1'urvL-, 
II. Pose, P. Rutherford, \\ . Rutherford, J . Storey, M. 
Taylor, J . Twiddy, A. Tonilin, l i . Tou]>on, W. Ward, I P 
Warue-', | j . \\ arminvton, F. Warren, J . Warae.-s S. Watson. 
1. WaJilin^ron, H. Wilkinson. 

2 n d C l a s s — G . Hareioot. ^. Dannie. A. Pout*la.-s G. Grimes, 
P. Gardiner, E. Ne!-oi\ A. Storey. E. Ward, P Wiseman. 

3rd C l a s s - M. Pollen.W. Butler. F . Eilcs, M. Eiles, D. Farrell. 
Jl. IPil luiden, P. llodj:.>s W. Pauiplugh, M. WiPou. 

Answers to March Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chaps. A, & 5. 

1. Ciive mc to drink (John 4. 7). 
2. John t. '23 written out. 
:\. John 4. U5 written out. 
4. We know that this is indeed the Christ, the 

Saviour of the world (John 4. 42). 
5. Behold, thou ar t made whole : sin no more, 

lest a worse thing come unto thee (John .>. 14). 
0. If ye believe not his writings, how shall ye 

believe My words ? (John 3. 47). 
7. Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, 

in which all tha t arc in the graves shall hear 
His voice (John 5. 28). 

8. Sychar was the place where Jacob's well 
was (John 4. 5, 6). 

Bcthesda, a pool at Jerusalem with live 
porches, where a great many sick people were 
(John ;>. 2 and 3). 

9. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work 
(John 5. 17). 

TO. John the Baptist (verse 33). 
His works (verse 36). 
The Father Himself (verse 37). 
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=î L -dg© 
Short interesting articles containing the Gospel will be welcomed by the Editor :— 

5, ROSE STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 

* |NTRAL BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, 5, Rose Street, Paternoster Square, London, E.C.4. 
WWtifbn BIBLE & TRACT DBPOT. 11. WATERLOO I (J08PEL MESSENGER OFFIOE, 1 * S, BRISTO PLACE 

HDINBDTir.H. 
BIBLE & TRACT DBPOT, 11, WATERLOO 

•gRBET, W EPTOS'-8UPER-MA.KB. 
THE NO] 
19, NOR' 

N 0OIXT1KS BIBLE A TRACT DEPOT i BIBLE & TRACT DEPOT, 181, ELIZABETH STRP.FT 
,AN D C> i: UT, N E W0A8TLE-ON -TTN ti ,1 i SY I.)N V. Y, A LT8TBALIA. 

Id. *#/ *r 1/fl /#> annum, post ftie. N o . 2 4 5 . 



MORNIXC PKAYKKS. 

Kuter.i1 u Ve«c ml -. ~1»M mailer at the Post Office at Naw York, N.Y., uoder the Aft of March 3, 1879, 
Published Monthly !/• per annum. 

Kuter.i1


42 OUR CHILDREN 

IS THERE NO GOD 
TO-DAY ? 

HERE was a little girl whose name 
was Anna. Her parents were not 

Christians. They never prayed. When 
they sat down to meals they asked 
no blessing, they said no grace. They 
ate their food like animals. When bed-

I time came, they never asked God to 
protect them through the night, nor 
thanked Him for His kindness through 
the day. How sad this was ! And yet 
there arc many homes which are no 
better. 

One day an uncle came to live with 
them for a few weeks. He was a 
Christian, and was often praying. During 
his stay he was invited to ask a blessing 
at meals, and to conduct morning 
prayers. 

The morning after he left, the family 
was about to begin their breakfast with
out a blessing, when little Anna asked. 
"" Is there no God to-day. papa ? " The 
question went straight to the father's 
h?art, and led to his shortly after becom
ing a true Christian. What a happy 
result ! 

And now let me ask the Christian boy 
or girl to ask himself or herself a question. 
When you arc tempted to take your 
food without thanking God, ask yourself, 
fct Is there no God to-day ? %"' 

When you are tired, and about to jump 
into bed without saying your prayers. 
ask yourself, " Is there no God to-day ? " 

I When you are tempted to tell a lie, 
t ask yourself, " Is there no God to-day ?"' 
I VWhen you are getting cross and angry 

Oftfulky, ask voursclf, " Is there no God 

Lô Bfce now ask the unbelieving boy or 
I girl to ajfc himself or herself a question. 

As you g<*#H through life, unconverted, 

unsaved, unforgiven, ask yourself, k' Is 
there no God to-day? " 

As you journey towards death, the 
grave, the great white throne and judg
ment, ask voursclf. 4i Is there no God 
to-day?" 

You have to do with God. You are a 
sinner, lost and ruined, and on your way 
to hell. Oh ! wake up before it is too 
late. Tiny graves in the cemeteries tell 
you, young as you are. you ought to be 
ready. 

The Lord Jesus has died on the cross. 
He can save, and save you now. " Be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved " (Acts xvi. 31), are 
God's own words. Act on them. Be in 
earnest. 

A . J. P. 

# • # 

A BRAVE SOLDIER OF 
JESUS. 

T was during a summer holiday at 
the sea-side that a dear boy, full of 

activity and spirit, attracted the atten
tion of Capt. C- . one who cared 
little for anything save the things of 
time and sense. 

Noticing the boy's bright face Capt. 
C (much to his shame) said to little 
]) %

 4i Well, my little fellow, 1 suppose 
you fear neither God, man. nor devil '! " 

*k 1 beg your pardon, sir," he answered, 
*w I dn fear God, and therefore 1 neither 
fear man nor devil." 

The Captain was rebuked and acknow
ledged his wrong. 

Be brave for God and truth, boy, and 
take a pattern from this little lad, by 
answering with meekness and respect. 
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MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

VI. 

IN the early morning, when the women 
have fete hod their d a y s supply of 

water from the well, the villages begin 
to resound with the hum of the hand-
mills gr inding the corn into Hour. This 
hum goes on to-day as it did thousands 
of years ago. When Sarah made the 
eakes for her unexpected visitors (Gen. 
xviii.) the corn had doubtless been 
ground early in the morning by some of 
her women s e n an t s . 

The Bible has many references to this 
grinding of the Hour for the daily bread ; 
and it is t he handmill which is spoken of 
every t ime. 

This handmill is formed of two round 
(lat stones about 18 in. across. An iron 
pin is iixed in the middle of the lower 
stone, and in the centre of the upper 
stone a hole is drilled so t h a t it may be 
slipped over the iron pin. A wooden 
handle is lixed near the edge of the upper 
stone by which it is turned 
round. HandfuIs of corn arc 
dropped th rough the centre hole. 
The upper s tone is tu rned swiftly 
and the corn works its way out 
as meal as it is ground between 
the two stones. 

I t is hard. slowr work. A 
woman who has no one to help 
her must spend hours every day 
to grind sullicient meal to \%cv(\ 
her family. Very often two 
women will sit at the same 
mill, both grasping the 
same handle, and by this 
means the work is sooner 
finished. It is to two 
women si t t ing a t this task 
t h a t our Lord referred 
(Matt . xx iv . 4 1 ; Luke 
xvii . 35) when speaking 

to His disciples about His coming disciples 
again. 

The Hour is made 
baked. It is neve 
mass like our bread 

into thin cakes. and 
shaped into a big 
This is because in 

the East bread is always broken by the 
hand, and never cut with a knife. Among 
Mohammedans it is a crime to use a 
knife on bread, for they look on bread 
as a very special gift from God--whom 
they call " Allah " - a n d too sacred to 
be touched by steel. 

Among the many commands God laid 
upon His people Israel and every one 
of these commands was full of wise 
purpose for their l ives- were several 
specially in reference to the poor. He 
wanted His people to treat each o th t r 
with kindness and thoughtfulness. In 
Dcut. xxiv. 12. \'S. we find the injunction 
tha t if anyth ing was given by a poor 
man to another as a pledge for a loan, 

it was to be restored to 
him before the sun went 
down the same day. 
And in no case (verse 
0*) was either the upper 

(JIUNUINC; cons. 
(I nit >, ji. a- /'. lnhu &.rirt:0 
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or the lower millstone to be taken in 
pledge because it was a daily necessity 
of life. 

These old laws have not the same 
meaning for us that they had for the Jews 
of long ago. And yet they do carry a 
message to us : and it is that in all our 
dealings with other people we should be 
very careful to consider their feelings 
and their difficulties and deal fairly and 
kindly with them. 

E . A. 

# # tt 

DO YOU BELIEVE? 
EARS ago. in a crowded hall. Mr. 

Moody was speaking about faith. 
He held up a beautifully bound copy 
of Songs' and ffiolos. saying, u I will 
give this to any one who will come up and 
take it." 

No one stirred. 
" I really mean what I say," urged the 

preacher, repeating his offer. 
Still no one moved. 
" Come, now ! Will no one believe 

me ? " 
Then very slowly a man came forward. 

He was given the book. 
" Just what I said," remarked Mr. 

Moody to a friend as they left at the 
close. " They disbelieve God just as 
they disbelieved me. Indeed, I was 
surprised that anyone came forward at 
all." 

As lie said this, he saw a book lying on 
l a seat, and picked it up. " Why, I 
Nfeclare," said he, " that man never took 

iRyaook after all ! " 
* l l | man evidently thought Mr. 

Moo<$y*fc jpffer too good to be real. Do 
you tl i i i^ Gods offer of forgiveness too 
good to bt'frue '! Do you believe ? 

THE PAPER-BOYS 
CONFESSION. 

NE evening, years ago, a well-known 
Edinburgh doctor was hastening 

home after his many calls on sick people, 
when he was accosted by a small boy 
selling papers in the street. 

" Evening paper ; have a paper, sir ? " 
" You are going to give mc this 

sonnie, are you ? ,? said the doctor. 
" No, sir ; can't sir ; costs a penny/' 
" Ah, I see. There is nothing to be 

had for nothing in this world, is there ? " 
" No, sir—yes. sir. there is one thing, 

sir." 
" And what is that, sonnie ? ** said the 

doctor. iw Tell me what it is." 
fcv God's salvation, sir, through the 

precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ," 
said the little lad, colouring up to the 
foots of his hair as he spoke, for he was 
evidently not accustomed to speak of 
such things to strangers in the streets. 

The doctor was very much interested. 
For long years he had known and loved 
the Lord and delighted to proclaim His 
gospel. So he asked the boy further 
questions which brought out the fact 
that his mother was a widow who had 
brought up her children in the fear of 
God and the knowledge of the Bible, 
and because of this her boy was able to 
answer him so well. 

Yes, salvation is free. If you want it 
you may have it all for nothing. It did 
not cost nothing, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ had to pay for it, and it cost Him 
His life. His precious blood was shed. 
and God says, tw The blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin " (1 John i. 7). So you see this great 
salvation does come to us for nothing, 
and God, who loved us enough to send 
His Son to die for us, has told us about 
it in His Word, and we need not be 
afraid to trust every word He says. 
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Are you one of those who want the 
great salvation ? Then come to Jesus 
to-day. When He says, Come ! why 
should you wait '( 

" Oh ! precious word tha t Jesus said, 
The soul that oomes to Mo : 

I will in no wise cast him out, 
Whoever he may be . " 

aMONGST the many millions of India 
there are, as you may suppose, 

vast numbers of afflicted folk. Even in 
England, with all our doctors, nurses, 
hospitals and other institutions for the 
care of the afflicted, there are any amount 
of suffering folk to be found ; in India. 
where there are not nearly as many hos
pitals, the suffering is far worse. The 
number of blind people is tremendous, 
running into hundreds of thousands. 

A missionary tells us : " Their blind
ness is due to many causes. Some lose 
their sight through small-pox, because 
they are not properly cared for. The 
mothers and fathers either feel very 
little care for their babies and do not 
mind what happens to them, or else 
they,are too poor and ignorant to give 
them proper attention. Then there is 
another disease called ophthalmia, which 
is very, very common here. There is a 
little fly that carries the disease from 
one child's eyes to another's, and so it 

Accept that loving invitation this 
very day. A little girl in a dark heathen 
land was asked what had happened to 
make her so happy and good. She 
answered softly, u 1 am not good. I am 
a sinner. But my Saviour is Jesus 
only." M. E. E. 

is quickly spread. Now many of these 
poor Indian children live in dirty homes, 
where any disease that comes is sure 
to grow very bad. Well, what happens ? 
The poor little eyes get more and more 
sore until very often the eyeballs are so 
injured that the children are blind for 
life. You would almost cry if you saw 
the poor little things/ ' 

Yet even in India there are schools 
for the poor little blind folk where they 
are kindly cared for and taught to read 
and write and do many useful things. 
Have you ever seen a Braille book for 
the blind ? The letters in it are not 
printed in ink, but formed out of dots 
made on pages of thin cardboard by 
pressing a brass awl into them from 
beneath. These dots then stand up 
above the surface of the page, and the 
blind person by feeling how many dots 
there are and what is their position, can 
tell what, the letter is. Similarly by 
using a brass guide, which gives the 

OYER THE SEA 
OR (^LEANINGS FROM 

fO^EIQN i_AND$ 

<&*&*<?, .'ftfe^fca-lW* 
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all conta ined the word Peace. For a 
shor t t ime after prayers I was listening 
t o t h e lessons t h a t were given in the 
classes. One class was doing writing 
and a r i thme t i c . All the letters and 
figures were m a d e by pressing an awl 
in to t h e paper . One boy had a short 
add i t ion sum given him to do. He had 
to feel t h e figures one by one and add 
t h e m in his head, and then he wrote 
t he answer down. I asked another boy 
to wri te , The Lord is my Shepherd 
which he did ve ry quickly, though, not 
being an Engl ish boy, he was a little 
uncer ta in how t o spell Shepherd. 

" The children were so orderly in 
every th ing t h e y did, and looked so neat 
and clean, t h a t i t was difficult to imagine 
t hem ever being any th ing else. ' But 
you should h a v e seen t h e m when they 
came to me , ' said t h e teacher, ' they 
were such ragamuffins, and very, verv 
d i r ty . ' " 

Bes t of all, these children are not 
only rescued from d i r t b u t in many cases 
are rescued from sin : t hey not only 
learn t h e Scr ip tures and get it stored in 
their heads , b u t in m a n y cases it gets 
down into the i r hear t s and converts 
thei r souls, so t h a t t hey become true 
Christ ians a n d se rvan t s of the Lord. 
I t does for t h e m wha t it will do for every 
Engl ish boy or girl, who will receive it 
in like m a n n e r . 

space for each letter, they can l ea rn j to 
make the dots, and thus write. 

If you were to go into one of these 
schools you would see the blind boys 
and girls come quietly into the school
room and feel their way t o their seats . 
Their seats, however, would be on the 
floor. In common with their fathers 
and mothers they find the floor a more 
comfortable place than a chair or a 
bench. I t is the same a t n i g h t : t hey 
do not worry about beds ; the floor is 
quite comfortable enough. They jus t 
spread out a mat , lie down, and soon 
they are sleeping quite as soundly as we 
should sleep in a feather bed. 

Some time ago a visitor went over 
one of these blind schools, and this is 
how he described some of the things 
he saw :— 

" A little girl felt her way to the 
harmonium and struck up a familiar 
tune. Then they sang a hymn th rough 
from memory. Not a word of i t did I 
understand, bu t the hymn was well 
sung and found its way to my hear t . 
Whatever do you think came next ' t 
An English hymn—it was the Glory 
Song. I t seemed so na tura l for the 
little folk, who would never see one 
friendly face on earth, to be singing 
with all their hear ts— 

* Just to be there and to look on His face, 
Will through the ages, be glory lor me ' 

Three of the smallest girls now came up 
beside the harmonium. ' Let ' s have the 
Little Sunbeam song,' said the teacher . 
Then turning to the t iniest of all she 
kissed her and asked, ' You want t o be 
a sunbeam, don ' t you ? ' and the answer 
came softly, ' Yes*' The song began— 

i Jesus wants me for a sunbeam,' 

I msh you could all have heard it. 
"Wi t en the singing was over, the 

boys aiMl girls repeated tex ts which 
they had teamed t h a t morning. They 
were either w. English or Marathi , a n d 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching, 
Rewards will be given In each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher in the current year. 

Questions for June, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of John . Chapters 

10 & 11. 
1. Write out a verse from our chapters which 

tells us how to be saved. 
] 2. What does the Lord Jesus give to His 
l sheep ? 
| 3. " They bear witness of Me." What does 

%* they " refer to ? 
4. Whom did Jesus love ? 
5. What did Martha sav tha t she believed ? 

I 0. ;- Father, I thank Thee tha t Thou hast 
! heard M e / ' When were these words spoken ? 
I 7. What did C'ainphas say about '* one man " ? 
I 8. Martha and Mary said the same thing to 
j the Lord. What was it ? 

0. Find three passages where Jesus said '* I 
! am," and write them out. 
I 10. Mention three things the Lord Jesus does 
I for the sheep. 

DEAR Yotnra FRIKXDP,— 
This month ' s answers will dec ide about tho prizes, so be 

very careful how you do thorn, and remember that noatnoss 
counts . Wo had a groat many blots on tho payors T ha ro just 
cor rec ted . 

T hope you have some friends ready to join our searching in 
J u l y ; encourage your younger brothers and sisters, wo have 
so few in t h e lower division. 

Our t ex t th is m o n t h is '• Open Thou mine eyes, tha t I may 
1 ehold wondrous things out of Thy law " (V<. 110. 1">). 

My l<»ve to you all. 
Your fr iend, 

J. L. 

April Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

1st C l a s s . — K . Hanks, If. l toutiott . M. fraghil l , F . Crawford, 
R. Kit wards , N. l-'arrell, E . (Jraylnnd, E . Grimes, V. Oooch, 
V. Lnyoock, AI. Lefeauv, ('. -Uolver, E . Mackrory, I. 
Morritt , O. .Mowbray, 10. Pyall, 13. T>. Smith, Eunice Smith, 
I . Smith , lil. Scott,' I-'. Se'udds, AI. Weller, V. Wood row, 
1\ Woodrow, l \ Vellow, It. (Jimde, 1). Kemp, Q. Madden, 

E . Yates . 
2 n d C l a s s — D. Untov. M. I'oley, I . Deacon, M. Foley, F . Uale, 

R. Giddings, S. Gillies, M. Hanson, A. Mcnnell, M.Smirh , 
M. Tai t , AI. Kellard, M. Cornall, Tt. Wiseman. 

3 r d C l a s s . — X . Allcorn. <'. Hartley, X . "Ktrrs, E . (.'rook, V. 
Hayward , N . Johnson, I). Kett le, F . .Male, H. \ fnnday, 
A. Newton, E . Yaughan, M. West, W. lloskings, M. Lcgg, 
M. Watson. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
I , t Class - -K. Anllov, ('. Asln.iore, I). Andrew:-, K. Add.V" 

man, L. Hell, ('. Bird, \ \ Urimlev. W. Ilrimley, M. «*li*r*K-
I. (,'ocks, I"). Coutts, M. Cutting, .r. Corbet*", <'. furry-
M. Curry. I*. Donning K. Deakin, l«J. Dowdm-y, M. Daniels. 
('. D o u g h - . K. Fairbairn. II. Fletcher, T. Fearu. I), E ^ ' V . 
M . f o l d . f . Il.'wiuos, L. Ilugln-s, If. Hunt, A . . f i n k s I L 

Jones, I-'. Kendall, W. Keltic, K. Lancaster, K. bainpl '^1 ' -
M. Lefoaux, M. I.oyc, M. Lvall, M. McArd, M. MeJver. 
II. Mackrory, M. Murray, K. Nicklin, I. Parry, f. I 'nttPr-
smi. K. I'ark, If. Parker, A. Potts, I,. Pollock, (!. Ho*!''""-
I,. Sinunonds, P. Sharnock. P. Stepney, M. Stead, !'»• 
Smith, I). Sciid.ls, <!. Symonds. I. Turner, E. ' f 'y^ 'b 
It. Williams, K. Winter. I. Wood row. [;. Wyat t , E. V ^ * -

2nd C l a s s . - T . Hollard. P. liunuiek. V. Cobby. M. Cowoy, 
P.. Kllis. ]•'. Farrell. If. (J.ulsdon, M. (ircen, W. Ilarnilto". 
K. Ilcwin-on. II. Ilcat.li. O. I lorrur. .1. Hunt . F. .»«»"-»;' 
M. Lane, F . Mcnnell. E. Mel, aif, V. .Mitchell, \V. Mitchell, 
W. Xicholls. M. Rose. X. Sto.ker . H. Scud«Is, A.. Taylor, 
V. Turner , J . Williamson. T. Wilson, Ena Yates 

3rd C l a s s . — F . Itirrs, X. I'.utlcr. M. Charters, J . Chambers, 
F . Clark, L. fokcr . X. Davy, J. Faulkner, K. Gardiner, 
.r. Garbut t . I). Grilhths, L. J lodges, M. Hole, M. rvoson. 
S. Knight, II Matthews, W. Abrriman, M. Menrioll, v -
.MeiTitt, M. Mould. M. Nel>on, <',. Xicholls, II. Koroma, 
S. Xorman, 11. Finder, D. Sowdl. A. Shrimplin. M. Storey, 
L. Stacker, E. Ward, II. Willows. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st C l a s s . — F . Allcorn, F . Ashmoro, It. ISatov, F . Menneti, 

D. P.eer, S. Heevers, J . Campbell, W. Craghill. (.'. C'rotfh111' 
W. Cowey, I . Couch, Annie Douglass, Jl. Foley. G. Grimes. 
M. Hemingway, L. I lenius. F . Hoathcote, Al. Hob' , t). 
.rones, W. Kendall , L. Lamplugh, AI. Alurrav. K. Nelson. 
I) . Par ton , Af. I 'o t ts , D. Purvis, If. Hoss, J . Storey, >I. 
S tuar t , IS. Warmington, F . Warren. (I. Walton. I I . Wilkin
son. 

2 n d C l a s s . — E . ba te s . K. Grant , K. .fones, W. T.amplugh, W. 
Rtitherford, F r ed . Rutherford. .1. Twiddy, H. Warnes. 
J . Warnes, I . Waddington. 

3rd Class.—AI. Allcorn, G. barefoot, J . I'.ewick, E. Dnvy. A, 
Douglas, I). Farrell, rr. Eangley. .f. Alundell, T. Mundel!, 
V. Hutherlord. A. Storey, W. Ward , Irene Waddington. 

Answers to April Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chaps. 6. & 7. 

1. The Lord used his live loaves and two 
lishes (John 6. 0). 

2. This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on Him Whom He hath sent (John 6/29). 

tt. The Israelites eating manna in the wilder
ness (John (i. 31). 

•1. Part of John 7. 37 written out. 
5. Never man spake like this Man (John 7. 46). 
6. The Passover (John 6. •!•). The Feast of 

Tabernacles (John 7. 2). 
7. He was walking on the sea, and He said, 

; ' I t is I, lie not afraid " (John 6. 19-20). 
8. The words of eternal life (John 6. 68). 
9. Yet a little while am I with you, and then 

I go unto Him that sent Me (John 7. 34). 
10. We believe and are sure t h a t Thou art 

tha t Christ, the Son of the living God (John 6. 
69). 
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"FOLLOW MY LEADER." 
/cJROWN-UP people who have for-
v l gotten the funny things they used 
to do when they were young, are some
times surprised when they see a long 
string of boys or girls walking one after 
another, and all doing in turn the same 
things. The leader cuts some strange 
antic, and, lo ! one by one in turn they 
all perform it too. 

" Why ! " they say, " whatever are 
those children doing ? " 

" Oh," says some friendly onlooker, 
" they're onlv playing c Follow mv 
leader.' " 

Then, perhaps, they remember that 
years and years before they used to play 
that game themselves, 

Very often, however, " Follow my 
leader " is not a game at all ; it is a 
very serious bit of life, which may affect 
our souls for all eternity. What I mean 
is this. The other day, perhaps, one of 
you boys heard a bigger fellow use some 
bad language. Immediately you thought 
it would be rather grand and grown-up 
if you used the same. Now, suppose 
you do, and another boy hears you, and 
copies. What then ? Why, another 
boy may hear and copy him, and a 
regular u foliow-my-leader " right into 
SIN may come about. 

Perhaps a girl may read this who is 
anxious about her soul's salvation ; and 
to-morrow she may meet with another 
girl who laughs at all such serious 
thoughts, and says it is time enough to 
be saved when you come to die. 

Girl ! Don't play " folio w-my-leader '* 
then, or you may find yourself led into 
aa eternal hell. 

I*ong years ago a man was driving a 
large ffcpck of sheep over a bridge, which 
crosses tjie river Severn, not far from 
Shrewsbuifj^ As the foremost sheep 
reached the laddie of the bridge some
thing frightened them, and one in a state 

of terror took a flying leap, clearing the 
parapet, and falling with a big splash 
into the river. 

What do you think happened then ? 
They rescued it. 
No ! Like a flash, the sheep that had 

been next to it on the bridge followed its 
example, and fell into the water also. 
Then the next and the next. The man, 
with his dogs, frantically tried to stop 
them. It was no good. The silly sheep 
behind were not frightened, and had no 
idea why they did it, except that the 
sheep before them jumped. So they 
jumped until every one of them had 
fallen splash into the river, and every 
one was drowned. 

How sad it is when boys and girls are 
as foolish as those sheep. I hope that 
none of my young readers will be like 
them. Remember, you have only one 
soul. If you lose it you will lose every
thing, so you must be very careful. 

God's Word says, " Thou shalt not 
follow a multitude to do evil " (Exod. 
xxiii. 2). 

I t singles us out each one by ourselves, 
and says, " So then every ONE of US shall 
give account of himself to God " (Rom. 
xiv. 12). 

And then to each of us personally the 
message comes : 

" That if THOU shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, THOU shalt be saved" 
(Rom. x. 0). 

One by one wc must turn to God for 
salvation, and it will not do even to play 
" follow-my-leader" in this. It is no 
good coming to Jesus just because your 
brother or sister or friend has done so. 
You must come to Him because you feel 
your need of Him yourself. 

Just come to Him like that, then He 
will become your Leader, and you may 
safely follow Him. 

F. B. H. 
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MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

VII. 
IFE in Palestine and the surrounding 

countries is mainly agricultural. 
Cities, as we know them, are not there ; 
and the few large towns are in great 
measure dependent upon the labours of 
the peasantry in cultivating the soil. 

The month of May is the busiest time 
in the year. The cold dark days and 
heavy rain of January give place to 
sunshine and showers in February. 
The crops start growing, and with the 
increasing warmth and sunshine of 
March and April they rapidly grow and 
ripen until the fierce sun of May puts 
the finishing touch, and the golden corn 
is ready for the reapers. 

Out go young and old into the harvest-
fields ; no one remains at home. The 
parents reap the grain ; the older children 
load the animals with the sheaves and 
drive them to the threshing floor. Baby 
meanwhile contentedly swings in a bag 
from the branch of a tree. 

In that hot climate the corn is perfectly 
dry when it is cut, and can be taken at 
once to be threshed. 

This is done on an open level space, 
on a rock, or on ground beaten very hard 
and flat. The sheaves are spread out, 
30 ft. across and 3 ft. deep. 

To guard this precious heap of grain, 
the farmer brings his bed to the spot 
and sleeps there until the work is over, 
lest harm should come from thieves or 
fire. 

This explains why Eoaz was sleeping 
on his threshing floor (Ruth iii.). 

No farmer is allowed to begin threshing 
until the whole crop of the village has 
been brought in. Each man's share of 
taxes is duly apportioned, and an equal 
proportion of the corn is handed over 
to the authorities before he can claim 
and carry away his own property. 

Cattle are shod with iron shoes and 
fastened together in a line by their 
headstalls, and driven round and round, 
slowly and heavily tramping out the 
corn. Presently they stop and are 
marched round in the opposite direction. 
In due time the golden grain is separated 
from the straw. Then, helped by the 
wind and a huge fan, it is winnowed : 
that is, the grain is separated from the 
chaff. When this process is finished, 

A GLEANER AT BETHLEHEM. 
(Lent by B. «fr F. Bible Society.) 
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the store of corn is carried home and 
stored in large ct bins," and is the main 
food supply for the year. 

These bins are built of clay and crushed 
straw well soaked in water and welded 
together. A small portion is built each 
day, so as to set firmly before more is 
added. The hot Syrian sun soon bakes 
it hard, and it forms a safe and air-tight 
storing place. Near the bottom of the 
bin a small hole is left, from which the 
day's supplies are drawn. It is thought 
that these " bins " were the " barns " 
spoken of by our Lord (Luke xii. 18), 
for the barn, as we know it, is not to be 
seen in the Holy Land. E. A. 

# # # 

ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN? 

a BOY named Harold heard the 
following story told at the breakfast 

table :— 
A Y.M.C.A. Secretary, desiring the 

help of a clerk, advertised in a daily 
paper, stating that applicants must be 
w; decided Christians." He received a 
large number of replies, every candidate 
stating that he was a " decided Christ
ian." Choosing twelve of the best, the 
advertiser invited them to call. 

The first arrival was asked how lie came 
to be a " decided Christian." " My 
brother is a foreign missionary," was the 
reply, " and I am a decided Christian." 
The second candidate, replying to the 
same question, said, " I was baptized 
as a child, and confirmed by the bishop ; 
I am a decided Christian." Another 
said, " I was born in a Christian country 

\ and not in a heathen country, and am 
therefore decidedly a Christian." Still 
ai$$itker gave as his reason for being a 
Clm^An that lie " went to church, and 
did nomdy any harm." Only one out 
of the ilfelve had any knowledge of 
Christ as w$ own personal Saviour. 

" Now, children," said Harold's father, 

" are you Christians ? " " Yes ! Yes !! 
Yes ! ! ! " came at once from shrill voices 
round the table. " What answer, then, 
would you have given ? Why are you 
decided Christians ? " There was a 
pause. No one answered. Then a prize 
was offered for the best answer, and a 
suggestion made that the answers should 
be in writing. 

Scraps of paper were given to the 
children. Harold took his and quickly 
wrote in pencil, " I am a Christian 
because I love Jesus. I want to be a 
missionary and work in His service, or if 
that is impossible, to do all I can for 
Jesus ; and I love Him because He first 
loved me and has done so much for 
me. P.S.—Feel I can trust Him at any 
time." He then gave the paper to his 
father, took his cap, and rushed off to 
school. 

Do you say you are a Christian ? If 
so. why ? What answer could you give ? 

SEL. 
J/r tt tt 

THE CHAMELEON. 
HAT a long, difficult word! What 

does it mean ? I t is the name of 
a kind of lizard which always takes the 
colour of its surroundings. If the earth 
is brown it becomes brown—or if of a 
reddish soil it turns red. Place it on 
green grass and immediately it is also 
green ! God has given it this wonderful 
" ins t inct" as a means of protection. 
We also apply the word to an inconsistent 
person, one who is rather double and 
changeable. 

Some boys and girls, too, are like the 
chameleon, because they are so easily 
affected and altered by the kind of 
company they keep. 

" A double-minded man is unstable in 
all his ways " (Jas. i. 8). Christ says, 
14 No man can serve two masters." 
wt Ye cannot serve God and mammon," 
and when the Pharisees heard these 
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words they derided Christ, but He 
answered, " Ye are they which justify 
yourselves before men, but God knoweth 
your hearts " (Luke xvi. 15). 

" Behold Thou desirest truth in the 
inward parts " (Psa. li. 6), for long ago 
God had said, fct What doth the Lord 

nOESOPOTAMIA, or as it is now 
PrU called, Iraq, is a very interesting 
part of the world because of its wonderful 
past history. If you were to visit it 
you probably would not like it at all for 
it is very flat and terribly hot in summer
time. The ruins of many ancient cities 
are dotted about, especially on the banks 
of the two great rivers, the Euphrates 
and the Tigris ; and here and there 
cities and towns are still to be found 
inhabited by dark-skinned folk of differ
ent races. 

It has been called the cradle of the 
human race, for the Garden of Eden 
must have been either within its bound
aries or else not far outside them in the 
mountainous region beyond its northern 
boundary, and in any case when Adam 
was driven forth from the garden because 
of his sin, and men began to multiply 
on the face of the earth, it was into 
Mesopotamia they came. And after the 
flood it became the home of the sons of 

require of thee . . . . to love Him and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
and with all thy' soul " (Deut. x. 12). 

May we all be cleansed by the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus, and thus both 
our inner and outer life be right in the 
sight of God. A. M. w. 

Noah, the ark having come to rest on 
the mountains of Ararat. 

If you take your Bibles and turn to 
the eleventh chapter of Genesis you will 
find there the account of the building 
of the city and tower of Babel. These 
were built in " a plain in the land of 
Shinar '' (verse 2) which was in Meso
potamia, and to-day in those parts 
there stands a gigantic mound which 
may very well cover the ruins of the 
famous tower. At the end of the same 
chapter we find that Ur of the Chaldees 
was the original home of Abraham and 
that it was from there he travelled to 
the land of Canaan in obedience to the 
call of God. At this very time men are 
digging in the ruins of Ur, uncovering 
the foundations and discovering a number 
of things about the ancient city. 

But while Mesopotamia is full of 
interest as containing buried records of 
the earliest ages of human existence, 
there is nothing very attractive about the 

OYER THE SEA 

W&L*..: 

OR dLEANINCS FROM 

pOF(EIQN|AND$ 

•̂  -.. u. :^fe :-d% >̂/*&&ffi 

VI 



54 OUR CHILDREN 

country as it appears to-day. Bagdad, 
the chief city, is a hot, stuffy, evil-
smelling place, and the people who inhabit 
it are none too friendly in their attitude 
towards white folk. The fact is that the 
blight of Mohammedanism covers the 
whole land, and Christ is unknown. 
Consequently the people are full of 
ignorance and superstition, of intolerance 
and pride. 

Yet even in this dark land the Gospel 
is being preached by missionaries, and 
the Scriptures are being circulated by 
colporteurs of the Bible Society. There 
are not many of them, and the people 
are very hard because self-satisfied with 
their false religion, yet there is some result. 
Not all the seed is sown by the wayside, 
or in stony places, or among the thorns ; 
some falls into good ground, springs up 
and bears fruit. 

Years ago a young man in Bagdad 
got into a very anxious state of mind, 
as his trust in Mohammed and his false 
religion had completely gone. Remark
ably enough he was a sayid, which means 
a descendant of Mohammed himself. 
He met a colporteur and purchased a 
New Testament, and had a long talk 
about Christ, and yet he was afraid 
to declare himself a Christian. Presently, 
however, his faith in Christ became 
stronger and he was baptized. Then 
came the time when he had to be regis
tered in some Government oflice and the 
usual questions as to age, occupation, 
etc.. were asked. Then came the all-
important question as to religion, and 
he answered fearlessly, " l a m a Christ-

I ian/' They would not believe him, 
i saying that such a thing as a sayid being 
] ^Christian was an obvious impossibility. 

IBi: replied that what had become an 
actotophshed fact could no longer be 
regarobi as an impossibility; he was a 
Christia!T%nd that was the end of it. 
They said, # It cannot be ; such a thing 
has never torn recorded. The Govern

ment will not accept such a statement. 
You must change* your name.'1 The 
young man simply said, wi Well, I am a 
Christian. You may write what you 
like." So they put him down as having 
no religion, and began to persecute him, 
though their persecution was not nearly 
so fierce as is often the case. 

' The men who go about selling Bibles 
j need to be full of faith and courage, for 
i they get some rough experiences. At 
i one place a man came forward, picked 
I up a volume and said, " Years ago I 
| bought one of these books, but when I 
i found that it taught infidelity I destroyed 
| it." So hearing this, the young men 

and boys who were standing round 
I began to throw stones and mud at the 
j colporteur, and if an old man had not 

helped him he would have been seriously 
i hurt. When he got to his inn a little 
| later more boys started stone-throwing 

and a man came up, spat in his face, 
and called out, fct Leave your books! 
Leave your weak thoughts, O infidel ! " 

| Sometimes these brave men are 
| threatened with death, but they go on 
I their way. and when people say to them, 
j fcfc You want us to change our religion/' 

they reply, " We wish you to know the 
truth, and that you may be led to trust 
Christ as your Saviour." 

We, too, would say that to every boy 
and girl who reads these pages. RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS 

1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques
tions. Age over 10 up to* 18, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

8. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on }d. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Reward* will be given In each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will he given to any one success-
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for July, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of John . Chapters 

13. & M. 

1. What are we told about " His own " ? 
2. Why did the Lord say, 4" Ye are not. all 

clean " ? 
3. How are we to be happy if we " know these 

things " ? 4. W h a t do vou know about " Mv 
Father 's house " ? 

5. How should we show our love to the Lord 
Jesus ? 

6. " Ye know Him." Who is " Him " ? 
7. " Ye see Me." Who is " Me " ? 
8. Mention two things the Comforter will do. 
9. Find a verse from our chapters which shows 

the importance of love. 
10. WTrite out three questions asked of the 

Lord—one by Peter, one by Philip, and one by 
Judas (not Iscariot). 

DEAR YOUNG FRIKNDS— 

I am oxpecting th.it you have found a good many new 
scarchcra for me for the beginning of the half-year, so don't 
disappoint mc. I heard of a Sunday-school the other day 
where they had over 100 scholars at their Treat. I have only 
about 10 searchers from that school, so this shows how much 
may be done. Do try and interest all your friends and school
mates, and let us se.irch the Scriptures that we may find out 
how precious they arc. 

Our text this month is " I will run the way of Thy comma ml -
inents " (Ps. 119. H*J). tfow mnny of you arc doing it ? 

My love to you nil. 
> nui frii'nd, 

J. L. 

May Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

15t Class.—N. Allcoru, K. Ranks, It. Bennett, F. Crawford, 
M. Cornall, M. Colcy, R. Edwards, N. Farrell. E. Grayland, 
F. Gale, E. Grimes, R. Giddings, V. Gooch, V. Hayward, 
0. Mclyer, E. Maekrorv, I. Alcrritt, G. Mowbray, I. Parker, 
E. Pyall, E. Smith, Eunice Smith, M. Smlrh, E. Scott, F. 
Scudds, M. Tait, V. Woodrow, l\ Woodrow. 

2nd Class.—N. RUTH, M. CraghlU, M. Clarke, I. Deacon, M. 
Jianson, D. l^aycock, M. Lofeaux, G. Loye, F. Male, M. 
Weller. 

3rd Class.—D. Haley, E. Urook, J). Kettle, F. ]inton, A. 
Mennell, K. Keclman, I. Smith, 2d. West. 
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Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st Class—' Aslmiorc, 1). Andrew*, ]< Hell, F. Riir*, A. 

('•nnicliacl, J. Chamber?-. iJ. Charters, D. Coutts, I. 
Corks, J. Corbet t, M. Cutting, ('. furry. M. Curry, I'. 
Denning, R. I>:ikin, K. Falrbairn, F. Farrell, R. Fletcher, 
I. Fcarn, I). Fob'y, H. Gadsilon. J. Garbutt, M. Green, 
L. Groves, K. Ilawdon, K. Hume*, 11. Heath. O. Horner, 
M. Hole, L. Iliume?, 11. Hunt, J. Hunt, H. .rones, F. 
Kendall, (i. Knurht, R. J/amplugh, Marjoriu Lefeuux, E. 
Love, M. M«\\rd. M. McJver, V.Memtt, E. Metcalf, W. 
Mitchell, M. Murray, M. Nelhon, K. I'ark, H. Parker, R. 
Pinder, A. Potts, M. Rose, ir. Holler, 11. ltobson, K. 
Stanley, T. Slmrnock. L. Simmnnds R. Smith, M. Sohlie-
miinn," N. Stoeker. M. Storey, 1). S< uddF, A. Taylor, A. 
Thrimiilin, V. 'Junior. M.'White, .1. Williamson, R. 
Williams T. Wilson. E. Wintpr, I. Woodrow. 

2nd Class.—I- Rurley, M. Cowey, D. Grifhths, M. Gold, W. 
Hamilton, \V. Kettle, E. T^ancaeter, H. Mtukrory, M. 
Mould, K. Nicklin, F. Stepney, M. Stead, L. Stocker, Jl. 
Scudds, V. Tomlin, 1. Turner* If. Willow*. 

3rd Class.—E Dewdney, M. ljuie, H. Matthews. V. Mitchell. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st Class.—F. Abhiuorc, K. Rawtrte, D. Bell, R. Beal, J. 

Bewick, E. Burley, J. (Jaiupbell, W. Uraghill, W. Cowey, 
I. Couch, E. Davy, E. Downie, R. Foley, K. Grant, G. 
Grimes, R. Hawdon, M. Hemingway. A. Jones, W. 
Kendall, E- Martindale, M. Moon, M. Murray, J . 
Mundcll, T. Mundell, M. Potts, 1). Purris, 11. Roes, F. 
Rutherford, W. Rutherford, J. Storey, A. Storey, J. 
Twiddy, A. Tomlin, H. Warncs, B. Warmington, F. 
Warren, J. Warues, I. Wiseman, M. Wilson, H. Wilkin
son. 

2nd Class.—R- Batey, F. Bennett, C. Craghill, D. Farrell, E. 
Jones, W. Lamplugh, L. Lamplugh, P. Richardson. 

3rd Class.—G. Barefoot, D Dansic, R. llaffcnden, M. Hole, 
M. Stunrt, I. Waddington. 

Answers to May Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chaps. 8.&9. 

1. Par t of John 8. 12 written out. 
2. Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 

of sin (John 8. 34). 
3. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My 

day : and he saw it, and was glad (John 8. 50). 
4. That the works of God should be made 

manifest in Him (John 9. 3). 
5. Jesus said, Dost thou believe on the Son of 

God ? (John 9. 35). 
6. Lord, I believe (John 9. 38). 
7. If ye believe not tha t I am He, ye shall die 

in your sins (John 8. 24). 
8. That they should be put out of the syna

gogue (John 9V. 22). 
9. Is not this he which sat and begged ? 

(John 9. 8). 
How were thine eyes opened ? (John 9. 10). 
Where is He ? (John 9. 12). 

10. Because His Word had no place in them 
(John 8. 37). 

Because He told them the t ru th which He 
had heard of God (John 8. 40). 

th.it
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PLEAD GUILTY! 
EARS ago, in one of our great cities, 

a lad stood in the dock before the 
magistrate. The offence laid to his 
charge was a serious one, that of em
bezzling certain money and of threatening 
to shoot with a revolver a fellow-clerk 
who taxed him with his misdeeds. 

Bit by bit the evidence was unfolded 
to the ears of the court, and it became 
evident to all that the case against him 
was overwhelmingly conclusive. Sad to 
say, the only one unmoved was the lad 
himself. He stood there as bold as brass, 
denying his guilt, and vainly trying to 
contradict all that was brought against 
him. 

In the court that day there stood a 
gentleman with a very sorrowful heart. 
For years that boy had been in his 
Sunday-school. He had, therefore, a 
deep interest in him, and longed that 
he might be brought to repentance. 
Moreover, he realised, if the boy did not, 
that if he persisted in denying his guilt, 
the magistrate had no other course open 
than to commit him to stand his trial at 
the next assize, when he would certainly 
receive a heavy sentence. So during 
a pause in the proceedings he managed 
to edge his way through the crowd of 
onlookers to the dock where the poor 
lad stood, and though the big jailor 
standing by would fain have prevented 
him, he just managed to say in a slow 
but impressive whisper: 

PLEAD . . GUILTY . . HARRY 1 

The effect of those simple words spoken 
by one who loved him, was instantaneous. 
Tk$ bold, defiant look vanished, the 
colour mounted his cheek, tears came to 
his eyesj Another moment and he broke 
down aa& confessed his sin. He said, 
41 Guilty! M 

None of my young readers, I hope, 
will ever, like Harry, have to stand before 
the magistrate, but every one of you will 
have to stand before God. The Bible 
plainly says, " So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God " 
(Rom. xiv. 12). And since you must 
stand actually before Him after death, 
you will be wise to stand before Him 
in thought while you live. 

Now when the book is opened, and you 
have to answer for your sins, what have 
you to say ? I would like to be a kind 
friend to you and whisper, iv Plead 
guilty ! v Say like the prodigal son, " I 
have sinned." 

No sooner had Harry pleaded guilty 
than his friend went into the witness box 
and told the magistrate what he could in 
Ins favour, and interceded on his behalf. 
The result was that although the magis
trate could not let him off owing 
to the seriousness of the charge, he only 
sentenced him to three months' imprison
ment, instead of three years which he 
would probably have got at the assizes. 

Right glad am I to assure you, boys and 
girls, that if you plead guilty to God you 
will get a full and free forgiveness. The 
value of the atoning death of the Lord 
Jesus will be put down to your account. 
You will look back to Calvary's Cross, 
and know that He suffered for you, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might bring 
you to God, and that now He is risen 
again and is in heavenly glory living 
for you every day. His blood will cleanse 
you from all sin. Like David you will be 
able to say, " I acknowledged my sin unto 
Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 
I said I will confess my transgressions 
unto the Lord ; and Thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my s i n " (Psa. xxxii. 5). 
But it is only if you confess. Therefore 

PLEAD GUILTY. 

F. B. II. 



HUGE CLUSTERS OF GRAPES. 

| MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

VIII. 

BT is to the Vine that the thoughts of 
the fanner turn when the grain 

harvest is finished. The vineyards need 
great and careful attention. The ground 
must be cleared of rocks and stones, 
and a wall built around it for protection 
from animals and from thieves. Weeds 
and rubbish must also be cleared away ; 
and as the heat of summer grows more 
and more intense, water from a neigh
bouring brook is turned aside to irrigate 
the thirsty soil. All this labour is well 
repaid, for the huge clusters of white 
and red and purple grapes ripen steadily. 

In a large vineyard a tower is built 

for a watchman : for terrible damage 
can quickly be done if prowling wolves 
and jackals, foxes and village dogs, find 
an entrance. 

All this was in the mind of God as 
He spake to His people Israel through 
the prophet Isaiah (Chap. v.). In 
spite of all , His wonderful, patient 
dealings with them they had sadly dis
appointed Him and only brought forth 
the sour, wild grapes of disobedience 
and neglect of His commands instead 
of the sweet, luscious fruit of glad and 
wholehearted acceptance of His laws 
as their highest good. 

The vine supplies fresh fruit, raisins 
and wine to the Palestine dweller. The 
fresh fruit forms healthgiving and refresh
ing food duringjthe great heat of Septem
ber and October. Great quantities of 
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the grapes are carefully dried in the 
sunshine and stored in " b in s " for 
winter use. 

When wine is to be made, the ripe fruit 
is carried to the winepress—a hollow 
cut in the solid rock, about IS inches 
deep and 4 feet square, with a sloping 
channel at one corner leading to a second 
and deeper hollow below. The grapes 
are thrown into the upper hollow, and 
then the owners of the vineyard, men, 
women, and children, spring in to tread 
the grapes, singing and clapping their 
hands meanwrhile. When sufficiently 
trodden a large flat stone is pressed down 
by a heavily weighted beam. Under all 
this pressure the juice is " expressed," 
and runs into the lower trough from 
which it is drawn off into vessels. Part 
is allowed to go sour and form vinegar : 
the rest is made into wine. 

In several places in the Scriptures 
God uses the winepress as a figure of 
His terrible judgments upon unrepentant 
men and nations. 

In Isaiah lxiii. 2, 3 is given a prophecy 
concerning our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Presently He will take up 
the terrible work of judgment and 
execute it alone (verse 3). I t will be 
like treading out the winepress. But 
then, when He, in His great and wonder
ful love, bore the judgment due to you 
and me, He was alone. Do you remem
ber how He was forsaken by His disciples 
(Mark xiv. 50) and denied by Peter, who 
really loved Him dearly ; and for three 
terrible hours on the Cross He was 
forsaken even by His God (Mark xv. 34), 
for Jesus was bearing our sins (1 Peter 
ii. 24) and God could not look upon sin 
(Hab. i. 13). He did all this ibr you 
and me. 

But Jesus paid all the debt of our sin 
and bo*e ail the suffering due to us. 
Have you ever really thanked Him ? 

E . A. 

THE BOX OF CHOCOLATES. 

IT was Irene's birthday, and amongst 
other presents she had a large box 

of chocolates given to her. It was a 
beautiful box tied with rose-pink ribbon. 
The outside was most attractive, and 
made one think the inside would be more 
beautiful still. The top layer was very 
exciting—rows of tempting chocolates of 
every description, looking so lovely it 
was hard to know which to choose! 
The next layer was plainer, but very 
nice. The third layer was distinctly dis
appointing and only partly filled, and 
one wondered what the fourth layer 
would contain, for it was a deep box. 
Alas ! it proved to be only paper shav
ings ! 

A Christless life is like that . It may 
be outwardly very attractive with the 
promise of great things, but as one goes 
down deeper, one finds less and less. 

This is also the way the world packs 
its delights for us. Its promises are 
golden—its pleasures often fascinate us, 
but they are only for a season. God 
offers us everlasting blessings. His best 
is always yet to come, and through the 
years His joys become more real. " 0 
taste and see that the Lord is good, 
blessed is the man tha t trusteth in 
Him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8). 

Can you truly say : " I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God, for He hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation. He 
hath covered mc with the robe of right
eousness " (Isa. lxi. 10), and then God 
seeing us in that robe can say : " Thou 
art all fair . . . there is no spot in 
thee." And our inward life as well as 
the outside will be pure and holy. 

" Now none but Christ can satisfy, 
None other Name for me, 

There's love, and life, and lasting joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee." 

A. 31. W. 
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VIII. 

TO the east of Mesopotamia lies Persia. 
and beyond thai again are Afghanis

tan and Baluchistan stretching right 
away to the frontiers of India. All three 
countries are strongly Mohammedan and 
very fanatical. In Persia a few real 
Christians are to be found, but in the 
other two countries to find a Christian 
is exceedingly rare, and owing to the 
wild and turbulent character of the 
people it is difficult to preach the Gospel 
among them. As in other countries, 
so here, a great deal of the missionary 
work is carried on by selling the Scrip
tures among the people at a very cheap 
rate, or by giving them away free. 

The men who do this work want plenty 
of that kind of courage which only the 
love of God can give, for they meet with 
much opposition and often it is of a very 
fierce kind. One missionary, for instance, 
is quietly selling his books when up 
comes a man shouting in a loud voice, 
44 This book is unlawful, and whoever 
buys it is accursed, and whoever sells 
it is accursed and worthy of death/ ' 
This kind of thing soon persuades the 
crowd that it would be a very meritorious 
thing to kill the seller of Bibles, and soon 
they begin hooting, cursing and throw
ing stones, and a regular riot takes place. 
That night, however, when the mission

ary was in bed a man came into his room. 
told him he had heard him speaking in 
the street and asked him to read more 
of the Bible to him. He listened for a 
long time and then bought a Bible for 
himself and begged for a visit in his own 
home which was far away. 

Sometimes the opposition takes the 
form of argument by asserting that the 
Bible has been corrupted. The false 
prophet. Mohammed, claimed that the 
Bible spoke of him. and so some of the 
folk buy the book because they think 
they arc going to find something about 
Mohammed in it. When, however, they 
cannot find the smallest reference to him 
they get angry, and say that the book 
must have been altered and corrupted. 
When they are told that we have actual 
copies of the Scriptures written some 
two hundred years before Mohammed 
was born, and these are just the same 
as the copy they have got, they are very 
surprised, and generally do not know 
what to say. 

A number of years ago an Englishman 
in the Indian civil service gave a Testa
ment in a dialect called Pushtu to an 
Afghan. About eight years after the 
news reached him that this man had been 
a most diligent reader of the book and 
had come to believe in it, so a mis-
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sionary friend determined to find the 
man. They had to travel through a 
country inhabited by people who for 
generations had been nothing but bri
gands, and the heat was such that they 
had to journey chiefly by night. 

Now, it may seem a strange thing to 
say, but it is true, that the only safe 
way to travel through that country is 
to hire three or four of the brigands to 
be your guards and guides. If they 
were not your bodyguard they would 
be quite as happy in looting you or even 
murdering you ; but now that they have 
agreed to protect you they can be trusted 
to defend you from their friends. Of 
course, the arrangement only lasts while 
you are amongst their own people, 
directly you pass on into a new tribe 
you must get men of that tribe to protect 
you. They have also the strange idea 
that it is a very lucky thing to have the 
grave of a " holy " man in their district, 
so they have been known to kill one of 
their own mullahs or priests, believing 
that with so holy a shrine as his grave 
in their country, God's blessing would 
always be with them. If a man appears 
to them to be not only u holy " but rich, 
he is in a great deal of danger, as you 
can imagine. 

Well, the missionary got several bri
gands to be his guard, and had a rough 
and toilsome journey of nearly a week. 
At last he got to the village of the man 
with the Testament and discoverecl him. 
You can imagine how delighted he was 
to find that the man had gained a wonder
ful knowledge of the book, which had 
become well-worn with constant use. 
Ljwrge parts of it he knew by heart. 
Better still, he had a wonderful grasp 
ofMJft^s way of salvation through 
Chri^Jgkd could emote texts for nearly 
everythfaiybe said. 

" The ftSt time of reading,'* he said, 
" I understood but little, the second and 

third times rather more, the fourth time 
the truth began to dawn on me, and the 
fifth and sixth times I was able to see 
the salvation and life of Christ in all its 
glory/' This was a clear confession and 
showed how the Holy Spirit of God had 
taught the man through his reading of 
the Holy Book. Not only so, but the 

I man had testified of Christ to others, and, 
| although some had been very angry with 
| him. the change in his life had told. 

People said, " We saw that the book 
had changed his life. From being cruel, 

I tyrannical and hard, he had become 
mild, kind and just, and it could not be 

I a bad book which had that effect! " 
And in that they were right. 

PRIZE LIST—June, 1925. 
Age over 13 years. 

1. FLORKNUE CRAWKORD, age 14. 56, Gower Street, Lozells, 
Birra Ingham. 

2. EUNICE PYALL, age 15. Girls' Orphan Home, Hauworth 
Road, Hampton. Middlesex. 

3. ELEANOR BANKS, age 15. 27, Bell Street, N. Shields. 
4. FLORENCE GALE, age 15. 39, Claude Avenue. Oldtield 

Park, Bath. 
COMMENDED. 

H. Bennett, M. Cornall, N. Farrell, V. Gooch, M. Lefcam, 
R. Mackrory, E. D. Smith, E. Scott, M. Weller, P. Woodrow 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1. MURIEL CURRY, age 12. 8, The Parade, Chcstcr-le-Strect. 
2. COLIN CURRY, age n . Ditto. 
3. M. CUTTING, age 13. 9, Featherstone Road, Southall. 
4. MARY M'IVER, age 11. 59, Bushey Grove Road, "Watford. 

COMMENDED. 
D. Andrews, D. Coutts, P. Denning, II. Hunt, L. Hughes, H. 
Jones, F. Kendall, H. Mackrory, M. M'Ard, B. Smith. 1\ 
Sharnock. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1. JOHN STOREY, age 10. 58, ClarcmouJit, South Avenue, 

Gateshead -on-Tyne. 
2. FRANCES BENNETT, uge 9. 30, Eden Road, W. Norwood, 

S.E.27. 
3. MARY MURRAY, age 9. Lorbottle Steads, Thropton, Mor

peth, Northumberland. 
•I. WILLIAM CRACIIILL, age 10. 203, Rawling Road, Bensham. 

Durham. 
COMMENDED. 

R. Hatcy, .1. Campbell, 0. CnighilJ, I . Couch, B. Foley, ]). 
Purvis, B. Warmington, F. Warren. 
DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS— 

I am sorry so many of you answered Question 2 incorrectly. 
Read the answer given carefully. 

The younger boys have two prizes this time. This is very 
good, but I am sorry there are only tlirce boys among the 
twelve prize winners. 

Question 10 tins month Is ono which I want you to think 
over and give u short answer in your otcn words, not whut some 
one else tells you. Our text this month is—" Make me to go 
in the path of Thy commandments." My love to you all. 

Your friend, 
J . L. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Reward* will be given In each clas§ 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one SUCCCMM-
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for August, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chapters 

15. & 16. 
1. '* As . . . you/' Find this passage and 

write it out. 
2. k* My commandment." What is this ? 
3. Mow may we glorify the Father ? 
4. Whom did the Lord promise to send when 

He went away ? 
5. What did the Lord say about " Your 

sorrow " ? 
6. What did the Lord sav about " Your 

joy " ? 
7. " My friends." How may we be amongst 

them ? 
8. For what did the Lord choose the disciples ? 
9. Of what three things will the Comforter 

reprove the world ? 
10. What do you understand bv '* bearing 

fruit " ? 

June Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

IstCUlS.—D. Batey, 0. Hartley, F. Crawford, M.C-omall, M. 
Coley, M. Crookston, X. Farrell, F. Gale, K. Mackrorv, 
I. Merritt, E. Pyall, F. Scudds, M. Watson, F. Yel ow. 

2nd Class.—E. Hank.*?, n. Edwards, M. Foley, R. Giddiugs, 
0. M'lver, A. Newton, M. Wcller. 

3rd Class.—ri. Bennett, N. llirrs, E. Clarke, M. Clarke, E. 
Orook, I. Deacon, E. Grimes, V. Gooeh, V. Hayward, D. 
Kettlo, M. Lefeaux, G. Loye, 1\ Male, A. Meunell, G. 
Mowbnvj', K". Redman, E. D. Smith, E. Smith, I. Smith, 
M. Smith, IB. Scott, M. Tuit, M. Wellcr, M. West, \'. 
Woodrow, P. Wood row. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st Class.—0. Ashmore, L. Bell, I. Cocks, J . Corbett, M. 

Cutting, 0. Curry, M. Curry, P. Denning, K. Denkin, K. 
Fuirbalrn, It. Fletcher, I. Fearn, F. Kendull, M. M'Ard, 
II. Muckrory, V. Merritt, I. Parry, E. Park, IT. Parker, 
R. Plnder/M. Scliliemnnn, N. Stacker, R. Sciidds, I. 
Turner. 

2nd Class.—^>« Andrews, F. Rinv, A. r'armich;iel, D. Coutts, 
E. Dewdney, F. Furrell, If. Gadsdon, M. Green, M. Gold, 
U. Lfcath, O. Horner, M. Hole, L. Hughes, H. Hunt, H. 
Jon<>s, W. Kettle, S. Knight M. M'lver. E. Metcalf, W-
Mitchell, M. Mould, M. Nelson, K. Xirklin, M. Murray, 
A. Potts, M. Rose, G. Rosier, K. Stanley, P. Shorncxk, 
L. Slnmionds. H. Smith, V. Turner, 11. Williams, T. 
Wilson, G. Younger. 
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3rd Class.—FT. Rnity, M. Charters, M. Cowey, n. Elite, .T. 
Faulkner, D. Foley, J. Garbutt, D. Griffiths, J. Hunt, It. 
LarnpluRh, M. Lefeaux, E. Love, K. McDonald, \Y. 
Morriman. V. Mitchell, W. NlcholK G. MeholK R 
Norman, S. Norman, F. Stepney. A. ShrimpUn, M. Storey, 
L. Stocker, D. Scudds, E. Ward, M. Walker. J. Williamson, 
If. Willow*., M. Whit.-, E. Winter, I. Wood row. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st Class.—F. Anhmore, R. Ratey, F. liciiuett, W. Tra^hill, 

C. Onghill, M. H«,.iuiuR\va}r," 10. N«hon, .1. Slon-y, i. 
Waddiiigtoii, II. Wilkinson. 

2nd Class.—E. Burley. .r. Campbell, I. Con-1,. R. Farrell, R. 
Foley, G. Grimes, 10. Jones. W. Kendall, 10. King, M. 
Moon. M. Murray. J\ Richardson, II. K<»—. F. Rutherford, 
Q. Warnes, P.. Warmington. 

3rd Class.—G. Rarefoot, K. Rautree, 10. Ueli.iiuell, J. Uewir-k, 
II. Real, W. Cowey, 10. Downic, JJ. tarrell, K. Grant, F. 
Gardiner, R. Ilaffenden, M. Hole, L. Hodges A. .Tune* 
L. Lamplutjh, J. Mundell, T. Mundeli, M. I'otts, D. Purvis, 
A. Storey, E. Ward, W. Ward, F. Wurren, J. Waring 
I. Wiseman, M. Wilson. 

Answers to June Quest ions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chapters 10. 

and 11. 
1. John 10. 0 written out. 
2. He gives them eternal life (John 10. 28). 
3. The works which the Lord did in His 

Father's Name (John 10. 25). 
4. He loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus (John 11. 3). 
5. She said, I believe that Thou art the 

Christ, the Son of God (John 11. 27). 
6. The Lord spoke them at the grave of 

Lazarus (John 11. 41). 
7. That it was expedient that one man should 

die for the people (John 11. 50). 
8. Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother 

had not died (John 11. 21 and 32). 
9. Any three from chapters 10. and 11. 
10. He gives His life for the sheep (John 10. 

11). He calls them by name (John 10. 3). He 
goes before them (John 10. 4). 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 18, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—"Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Id. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS. 

r n O T H E R , " said Kitty, "father 
calls me a good little girl, and 

aunty does, and almost everybody; 
but I am not, mother, good at all." 

" I am very sorry," said mother. 
" S o am I," said'Kitty, " b u t I have 

got a very naughty think." 
" Naughty what ? " asked mother. 
" My think is naughty inside me," said 

Kitty. " When I was dressed to go to 
ride yesterday, and the carriage came, 
and there was no room for me, I went into 
the house, and aunty told you I behaved 
very good about it. She said I didn't 
cry, or anything ; but, mother, I thought 
wicked things, and I ran upstairs, and lay 
down, and kicked, and kicked, and 
kicked, I was so—so—so mad. I wished 
the carriage would upset, and the old 
horses run away; that's what I mean. 
It was a naughty think in me." 

" Well, nobody knew it," said John. 
" Somebody DID know it," said Kitty. 
" Who ? " asked John. 
" God," answered Kitty. " He can't 

call me good, as aunty and father do. 
Mother, how can I be good inside ? " 

Kitty is not alone in asking that ques
tion. Many and many a one is asking 
it very sorrowfully : " How can I be good 
ins ide?" King David felt like Kitty, 
and he fell on his knees, and prayed 
this little prayer, " Cleanse Thou me from 
secret faults." Secret faults are in a way 
the worst sort of faults, because, first, 
they deceive others; and then they 
deceive ourselves, for we are apt to think 
Jihat nobody will find them out, and 
tfe&t if they are not found out it is no 

ri||,I£itty deceived ? No ; she knew 
they wlgfiuiot kept secret from God, and 
it troublc% her. And when her mother 
told her of King David's prayer, she 

prayed that little prayer for herself, and 
she prays it every day. 

God knows all your thoughts, hearts, 
and imaginations. 

God knows all your needs. He knows 
you need food and clothing, and protect
ing, and growing in strength and know
ledge. Above all, He knows you need 
the forgiveness of your sins, and that is 
why He gave Jesus to die for sinners. 
Do you know this greatest need of 
yours ? 

God knows all our griefs. An idiot 
boy was often badly treated by other 
boys and jeered at by older people, and 
being quite unable to defend himself, he 
would simply say, " Ah ! God looked at 
that ." I t made such an impression on a 
young lady that she says, in all her later 
years of life she has never seen any 
injustice done, but there would come 
back to her mind the idiot boy and his 
sermon, " God looked at that ." 

God knows all about your sins. A 
great astronomer was one day making 
some obversations on the sun, and as it 
was descending towards the horizon, just 
as it was setting, there came into view 
of the great telescope the top of a hill 
seven miles away. On the hill was an 
orchard, and in one of the apple trees 
were two boys stealing apples. One 
was getting the fruit, and the other 
was keeping watch. But there sat the 
astronomer, seven miles away, seeing 
every movement as plainly as if he were 
on the spot. So boys and girls think and 
act as if God's eye could not see them. 

God knows all 
T Iwnghts 
II earts 
I maginations 

N eeds 
G riefs 
S ins 
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MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

IX. 
IN October, when the grape gathering 

is completed, the Palestine farmer 
turns to the olive trees to secure the 
last and greatest crop of the year. 

The olive tree lives to a great age, and, 
with its gnarled and twisted trunk and 
grey-green foliage, is a characteristic 
feature of the Holy Land. In the late 
spring, when the cream-coloured blossom 
is out, it is a beautiful sight. Fruit is 
produced every other year, and is a most 
profitable source of wealth. 

As a rule, an olive grove belongs to a 
village, and each peasant owns one or 
mor? trees in it. Very rarely is a man 
rich enough to possess many. When 
the fruit is ripe, all the owners go together 
and work day by day until the crop is 
gathered. By 
this means, theft 
is prevented. 

The olives are 
generally beaten 
from the bran
ches with long 
s t i c k s . Down 
they patter in 
thousands, and 
are gathered by 
the women and 
c h i l d r e n into 
large baskets. 
Some are pickled 
and preserved 
for eating, for 
olives and olive 
oil are largely 
u s e d i n t h e 
native food. A 
labouring man in 
Syria eats bread 
and olives as we 
eat bread and 
cheese. 

Most of the fruit, however, goes to the 
oil press. After it has been crushed 
into a black mass, it is put into baskets 
woven of tough grass. These baskets 
are piled one upon another on a stone 
slab, and a huge heavy beam is forced 
down upon them. The oil streams 
through the baskets and pours down 
into a large stone trough. From the 
trough the oil is poured into jars and 
goat-skin bottles, and carried into the 
towns for sale. The olive oil that comes 
to England goes through a refining 
process. 

Even the poorest people may get their 
little stock of olives for the winter. They 
have a right to glean after the general 
gathering is over, and they search the 
trees carefully, and often gather a good 
store of fruit which did not fall easily 
and lias ripened since. This gleaning 
is a great feature of Palestine even to-day. 

HOEING A 

{Lent by B. <b F. Bible Society) 

FIELD INT AN EASTERN LAND. 
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Just as Ruth gleaned in the fields of 
Boaz, so the poor still glean in the harvest 
fields and vineyards and olive gardens, 
and thus get their store of corn and oil 
and olives and raisins. 

If you will turn up Lev. xix. 0, 10, and 
Deut. xxiv. 19-22, you will find that 
God gave to Moses a special command 
for the people concerning the harvest. 
Forgotten sheaves were to lie. and fruit 
trees were not to be " gone over" a 

I second time, in order that in collecting 
what remained, the hearts of the 
44 stranger, the fatherless, and the widow"' 
might also rejoice in the goodness and 
bounty of God. E. A. 

w r̂ r̂ 

NOT BY CHANCE. 

SOMETIMES when walking round a 
good-sized garden we see a small 

garden, or two, or even more, care
fully partitioned off each by itself. 
Those belong to the children, we say to 
ourselves, and we look at them witli 
special interest. Perhaps some of my 
young friends who read this arc the pos
sessors of little gardens of their own. It 
is wonderful what can be done with a 
penny packet of seeds, and it is exciting 
work watching day by day for the first 
signs of growth, and very pleasant when 
at last we can carry in a bunch of dowers 
grown in our very own garden ! 

Years ago a little lad in Aberdeen had 
a garden of his own, and he was very 
pleased with it. One day his father said 
nothing to anybody, but walked quietly 
down when nobody was looking and wrote 
ins boy's name in the mould of the little 
§M(ien with his finger. Then he sowed 
gttY$£n crebs in the little furrows he had 
macli^iovered up the seed, and smoothed 
the gro*bd. 

Ten dtjftfe after this his little son came 
rushing up to him. and with great 

astonishment expressed on his face 
shouted out that an extraordinary thing 
had happened ; Iris own name was growing 
in his garden ! 

His father at first laughed at his report 
and seemed to disregard it, but at last 
consented to go down and see what had 
happened. 

44 Yes," he said, when he got there, 
44 I see it is so ; but why do you think it 
is remarkable ; may it not be mere 
chance ? " 

44 Oh, no," said the boy, 4l that cannot 
be. Somebody must have done some
thing to make it grow." 

44 Look at yourself," said his father; 
wi consider your hands and fingers, your 
legs and feet. Have they come by 
chance ? " 

" No," said he, " somebody must have 
made me." 

44 And that somebody is ? " 
44 God." 
The little boy never forgot that lesson, 

as you may suppose, and I would like all 
our boy and girl readers to remember 
that they have not come into this world 
by chance, nor are they going out of it 
by chance. 

God has made you each for Himself. 
He has given you a soul and an intelli
gence, so that you may be different from 
the mere animals and be capable of 
holding intercourse with Himself. Sin 
has come in and spoiled things, and the 
result of that is that if unsaved you fear 
God. He, however, has given His well-
beloved Son to die for you, so that He 
may be able to righteously have you with 
Himself in heaven for ever. 

Just as there has been no chance about 
your coming into this world, so there will 
be no chance about your going out of it, 
either to heaven or to hell. That depends 
entirely upon whether you receive God's 
great salvation by believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If you receive Christ by 
believing on His name, you will become 
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a child of God (sec John i. 12). If you do 
not believe, you will die in your sins, and 
then, where Christ has gone you will never 
come (see John viii. 21). Everything | 

depends upon whether you receive 
Chris*.. 

Do not delay, then, but receive Him 
at once. p. B. n. 

IX. 

THE vast Pacific Ocean, which has 
its surface dotted with thousands 

and thousands of islands, is a most fas
cinating part of the world. The islands 
nearly all lie within the tropics and conse
quently arc covered with luxurious vege
tation, and so on all of them the scenery 
is gorgeous in the extreme, yet the natives 
were every one of them savages, and 
mostly cannibals, before the Gospel was 
carried to them. 

Far out to sea from the north-eastern 
shores of Australia lie the Solomon 
Islands. l( we could board the small 
steamer and cross to them we should 
find that they are composed of seven 
large islands and thirty or forty small 
ones. We should find it very hot and 
probably very wet, for they get five or 
six times as much rain as we do in 
England. The largest island is called 
Malaita and it is about 100 miles long 
though pretty narrow. There are on 
it perhaps 30,000 people divided into a 
great many little tribes and clans speak
ing different dialects and always quarrel
ling one with the other. 

The inland parts are mountainous and 
covered with dense forests and bush. 
The people living there are fierce, and 
many of them are head-hunters and 
cannibals and very treacherous. They 
carry on a more or less continuous 
warfare with the people living along 
the coasts, who have come far more 
into contact with the missionaries and 
the Gospel message which they preach, 
and consequently are far more friendly 
and safe to deal with. It is a case of the 
fierce Bush folk versus the peaceful 
Shore folk. The latter have, however, 
one advantage ; they have boats and 
the Bush folk have none, so when an 
attack is threatened, into their boats 
they get and they paddle out to islands 
off the shore, where they are safe from 
their foes. 

Some of these islands have been 
artificially made, some are natural. It 
is easy to make an island in a shallow 
spot by flinging in blocks of coral and 
filling up cracks with crushed shells, 
sand, and refuse, pressed in with logs. 
Very soon vegetation covers all, and 
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even trees begin to grow, and thus all ( 
gets bound together. Some of these i 
islands are nearly an acre in extent i 
and as many as 300 people live on them. 
The men live in one corner and the 
women and children in another, and 
dogs and pigs are everywhere. Everyone | 
seems to be either shouting or screaming, | 
and so with dogs barking and other 
noises there is a dreadful uproar. I 

Of all the islanders in the Pacific, 
none were fiercer or more dreadful 
cannibals than the people of Fiji were 
before the Gospel was brought to their 
shores. I t was in 1835 that the first | 
missionaries landed and began a task 
that looked impossible, and indeed was 
impossible apart from the power of God. 
Twenty years later wonderful results 
were appearing. There was already such 
a thirst for the Word of God that some 
natives crossed forty miles of rough sea 
in two small canoes bringing with them 
enough native cloth to pay for twenty 
New Testaments, and when to their 
great disappointment they heard that 
not one copy was left they eagerly sailed 
on another twelve miles in the hope 
of getting the precious volumes. This 
time they were not disappointed. They 
got their treasure and returned home 
with rejoicing. 

Thus the Fijians got the Scriptures 
in their own tongue, and where its 
message was believed it soon bore its 
beautiful fruit in their characters and 
lives and they became entirely different 
people. Years ago a dear old native 
Christian wrote describing the death of I 
a friend of his, and this is what he said, I 
when translated into English :— 

" Then the dying man spoke again, 
BXkd asked : * Why are you weeping ? ' 
* ¥W«|jpe weeping,' answered one of his 
friend^*1 because of your death/ " 

" ' W ^ n o t for nuV he said. l Weep 
for yoursenfe§. As for me I live. The 
Lord and Hist angels are hastening to | 

i take me with them. Yet once more I 
1 speak a little to you. Be earnest, and 
I if you love me hold fast to Christianity. 

While I was in health I believed that 
which is told us in the Bible, and thence 
came to me pardon for all my sins. I 

I read of heaven in the Bible and believed 
I i t ; and now to-day shall I look with 
I mine eyes upon the things that I believed 
I though I saw them not, those things that 

Paul speaks of, whose words I have so 
often read, wherein he tells of heaven, 
and of my Saviour. Now I am going 
to possess them all. Do you not see 

I the Lord ? Look ! This house is full 
I of angels. My Saviour is hastening me 

me away. Farewell. Great is my love 
to you .' 

" We, with his father, his wife, his 
children, and his friends, even we heard 
and saw these things. Our souls were 
filled with joy ; it was not to us like a 
day of death, but like the day of a feast, 
as we saw the love of God towards him 
that was dead. Our faith in God was 
made hot and we said. c There is nothing 
in the whole world like true religion.' " 

Quite r ight! Nothing but the know
ledge of Christ could make a Fijian 
cannibal end his days like that. 

*r *? *r 

R U L E S FOR S C R I P T U R E SEARCHERS, 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do G ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Pu t your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—"Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Tru th Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on J-d. s tamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month . Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Rewards will be given la each clan* 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success' 
ful Searcher in the current year, 

Questions for September, 1925. 
Subject—The Qospe l of J o h n . Chapters 

17. & 18. 
1. Write out a verse which tells us what 

eternal life is. 
2. What had the Lord Jesus finished ? 
3. " Holy Father . . . "—Finish this passage. 
4. What did Jesus say to Peter about " the 

cup " ? 
5. What counsel had Caiaphas given to the 

Jews ? 
6. What answer was given to the question— 

" Will ye therefore tha t I release unto you the 
king of the Jews ? " 

7. " T h e world hath hated them." W h y ? 
8. " Let these go their way." What saying 

was thus fulfilled ? 
9 What people did the Lord pray for in 

chapter 17 ? 
10. WTrite out four questions which Pilate 

asked the Lord Jesus. 

DKAIl YOl'Nd FRIENDS,— 
When this reaches you, I exper t all your holidays will be 

over. I hope you have not forgotten your August questions ; 
if you have, do them now and send them in with the ones for 
September. 

Someone wrote to me from the seaside, nnd said she loved 
the sea, i t spoke to her of the ocean of (.TOU'.S love. Ami we 
know God's love is grea ter than all the oceans put together, 
and you and J may come and d r ink as much as we want. Is 
the love of (Jod precious to you ? 

Our text this month i s : " J will (IHiglit myself in Thy 
commandments which I have loved " (Ps. Hi). 17). 

My love to you all. 
l o u r friend, 

J . L. 

July Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

I St Class.—T5. Bunks, D. Batey, M. Bennet t , M. Craghill, 
E . Crook, I . Deacon, H. E d w a r d s N. Farrell , M. Foley, 
E. Grayland, K. Grimes, V. Goorh. V. l l ayward , L. Hughes, 
Al. Lef'eaux, Cf. Loye, K Maekrorv, ] . Mcrritt, CT. Mowbray, 
E. Smith, Euniee 'Smi th , M. Smith, E. Scott, R. Scmlds, 
E . Tyreraan, M. Wellcr, AL West, V. Wood row, P . Wood-
row, F . Yellow. 

2 n d Clas s .—A. Mengall, M. Coloy, F. Male, A. MennelK 
It . F inder , K Fyall, K. Redman, 1. Smith. 

3 r d C l a s s . — M . Clarke, H. b i d d i n g s D. Ket t le , G. Nieholls. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st Class .—C. Ashmen-. I). Andn-ws I). Ayn-s, ],. Cell, 

T. Uirr-, .f. CuinplK'll. 1. ('om-li, \). < nutt^, f. Cof-ks, 
\V. f'owcy, M. Culling. <'. Currv, M. Curry, I'. JJcnni'ip, 
K. Dcukin. F. I'Ji-wlwv, H. Kllis K. Fairlmirn, 1". I'nrnM. 
I. 1-V.iiii. I). J'oN'V, Al (rrr-cji, Al. Gold, W. Jlninilton, 
II. Jlcalh. <>. Uorn-r. Al. Nob-, II. Hunt, .1. Hunt. M. 
. lows. V. KrmlMl, \\. L;miplugli. Al. f.<f<';ni.\, K. l ,o\e. 
Al. Alc\rd. Al. Mclvi-r. II. Afac-krorv, V. M'Tritt, E. Alctnilf, 
V. Alitvlicll, \V. AIitcln-11. M. Murray. K. Ni'klin, 15. Faimi.T. 
Vi. I'ark, Al. Rose, G. Hosier, E. Sinimons, Iv. Stanlcv, 
T. Shsiriiock. Al. Sti-ad, H. Smith. Ar. Rflilji'Miann. I). 
Sen-Ids J . Williamson, J{. Williams II. Willows, T. 
Wil-on, K. Wintf-r. 

2nd Class .—M. Cowoy. Jt. l lctHi 'T, \\. Ki-iidall, A. J'olN, 
l \ Riehardstm, V. :-tfpncy, >•". >to<"kfr, I. 'I'lirner. 

3rd C l a s s . — F . Aslmiore, G. Itarefool, A!. riiarriM-*, K. Caufj. 
I). Grifliths E. i l ium*, Al. Hampton. T. 11 n?it«*r. W. 
Kettle, K. M'-Donald, M. Alould. Al. Siorcy, I,. Sto«-ker, 
E. S u m m e r s V. Turner. Af. Walker, I. Wood row. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st C l a s s . - n . T.'tov, V. Honnott, M. Hell, H. Hcil, S. I'.pewrs, 

K. Hurley. C. Cmghill, D. Karrdl. H. Yolvy. E. Garbutt , 
\ . Green", <i. Gr imes Al. Hemingway, A. Jones. 13. Jones, 
H. LaTiipIugh. .)'. Alacdonald, M. "Murray, .r. Alimdell, 
T. Alundell, E. Xel.«on. D. Owen, J). Purv i s A. Richardson, 
II. Ross, L. Ross, F. Rutherford, J . Storey, A. Storey, 
M. Thompson. B. Wannington. J . W a m e s H . Wilkinson. 

2 n d Clas s .—W. Craghill. B. Farrell, Al. Hole, Al. I'otLs, 11. 
Warnes. F. Warren. 

3rd Class .—J- Bewick. 

Answers to July Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chapters 13. 

and 14. 
1. The Lord Jesus loved them to the end 

(chapter 13. 1). 
2. Because He knew who should betray Him 

(chapter 13. 11). 
3. When we do them (chapter 13. 17). 
4. There are many mansions there (chapter 

14. 2). 
5. By keeping His commandments (chapter 

14. 15). 
0. The Comforter, the Spirit of t ruth (chapter 

14. 16-17). 
7. The Lord Jesus (chapter 14. 19). 
8. He will teach us all things and bring all 

the things which the Lord said to our remem
brance (chapter 14. 20). 

9. By this shall all men know tha t ye arc 
My disciples, if ye have love one to another 
(chapter 13. 35) / 

10. Peter said,v i Lord, whither goest Thou V " 
(chapter 13. 36). Philip said, " Lord, shew us 
the F a t h e r " (chapter 14. 8). Judas said, 
" Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest 
Thyself unto us, and not unto the world ? " 
(chapter 14. 22). 



TEXT FOR COLOURING. 

MM 

ME 1 
_ ^ 

A mo >• i. 4. 1 
Short interesting articles containing the Gospel will be welcomed by the Editor :— 

5, ROSE STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 

CENTRAL BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, 5, Rose Street, Paternoster Square, London, E.C.4. 
GOSPEL MESSENGER OFFICE, S <fc 3, BRISTO PLAOB, 

EDINBURGH. 
WB9TEBB B1BLB & TRACT DEPOT, 13, WATERLOO 

HCR3ET, \\ ESTON'-SUPER-MARB. 
THE NORTHMEN COUNTIES BIBLE & TRACT DEPOT 
19, NORTHUMBERLAND COURT, NEWOABTLE-ON-TTN^ 

BIBLE & TRACT DEPOT, 182, ELIZABETH STREET, 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA. 

Id. net 0r 1/0 fcr annum, post free: N o . 2 4 9 . 



£»" 
FORMERLY 

W O R D S Q F W E L C O M E ntfr'&i 

REPAIRING AN ATLANTIC CABLF.. 

Entered M teoond-elate matter at the Poet Office at New York, N.Y., 'under the Act of March S, 1879* 
Published Monthly 1- per annum. 



74 OUR CHILDREN 

LITTLE THINGS! 
" CDOM, s a i d h i s father, " what you 

1 said just now was not true, 
was it ? " 

u Well, father, it was not quite true, 
but it was very nearly." 

44 But, Tom, if I had not found out, it 
would have deceived me into thinking 
what was not correct. It was very wrong 
of you to speak like that ." 

44 Oh, father, I don't think it was very 
wrong ! " 

44 Indeed it was. I t was a sin." 
44 Oh, but if it was a sin at all, it was 

a very little one ! " 
44 A sin, my boy, is a sin. There are 

no little sins, really. Those which you 
think little are really the most mis
chievous of all in their results. Remem
ber that." 

We would like not only Tom, but all 
our young readers, to remember that. 
More sinners have been eternally ruined 
by things which they have thought to be 
44 little sins " than by the things they 
have called 4; big sins." Thinking they 
were but little, they did not trouble 
much about them, nor seek forgiveness, 
and one sin unforgiven. be it little or 
big, will shut the soul out of heaven for 
ever. 

Under the surface of the dark and 
restless Atlantic Ocean there lie quite a 
number of cables along which the electric 
current runs and the messages are flashed 
from England to America. Each cable 
is composed of a number of copper wires, 
all bound carefully together, though each 

I wire is separated and cut off from its 
I fellows, and they are all covered outside 
I' in%h waterproof stuff that resists the 

action of the salt sea, and lasts for years. 
On&,day, however, one of the cables 

stopped jporkiug. No messages would 
travel *!<&( it, and the cable repair 
ships had to start on a long and expensive 
journey across the Atlantic, grappling up 

the cable and having it examined. What 
had happened ? 

If you had a guess, what would you 
say, I wonder ? I expect I should hear 
answers something like this : 44 A whale 
had run into it and broken it " ; 44 A 
shark had bitten it in two, thinking it 
was something to eat " ; k% A ship had 
cut it with its prow or its keel." 

Ah ! I sec you all think that something 
big had happened. Well, you are wrong. 
It was something very little. 

When at last they found the place 
where the mischief was. they discovered 
that a 4i cable-worm " had pierced the I 
covering and eaten its way clean through 
the cable. A 44 cable-worm " is a very 
small and insignificant creature, but there 
was the little hole it made which allowed 
the water to get in and the electricity 
to escape, and which stopped the com
munication between the two contin
ents. 

We read in Genesis ii. of the. happy 
communication there once was between 
Adam and his Creator. But, alas! it 
soon stopped. What stopped it ? SIN. 
And notice, boys and girls, it was not 
what would be called a big sin. No, it 
was a little one. Just taking the fruit 
of the forbidden tree. Just disobedience! 
Ah ! but it xvas a big sin. Every sin is 
big because it is against God. Every 
sin you have ever committed has been 
against God. That is the seriousness 
of it. 

God is now offering you forgiveness for 
all your sins. How good He is. You 
have not to beg Him for it. He is offering 
it to you. The message is :— 

44 For God so loved the world, that He 
I gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
I ever believeth in Him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life " (John iii. 1G). 
Then again we read :— 
44 To Him | Christ] give all the prophets 

witness, that through His name whoso-
I ever believeth in Him shall receive 
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remission [or forgiveness] of sins "' 
(Acts x. 43). 

If you do believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you will know Him as your 
Saviour and be able to hold communica
tion with Him in prayer as never before. 

The question now is. Will you own 
that you are a sinner, and will you just 
receive by faith what God is offering to 
you " 

I hope you will. r. B. u. 
24, 24+ 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

X. 
n^HERE is a word used several times 
1 in the New Testament which 

conveys to us to-day a very different 
meaning from that which it bore in our 

Lord's time. That is the word — 
" Publican." 

We find our Lord using it several 
times (Matt. v. 10; xviii. 17; xxi. 81) 
and the Pharisees and Scribes spoke 
with scorn of Him because He made 
friends with kC publicans and sinners :> 

(Matt. xi. 10 ; Luke vii. 3J. ; Mark ii. 10). 
In Matt, ix, Luke v. and Luke xix., 

we are told how our Lord went home 
with some "' publicans *' and was hospit
ably entertained by them. 

What did the word mean in those 
days ? 

Palestine was then a Roman colony, 
subject to the powerful Roman Emperors, 
and accordingly heavily taxed. 

Capernaum, which evidently was 
Matthew's home, lay on the high road 
from Damascus to the Mediterranean. 
It was a much-frequented halting-place, 
and crowds of pilgrims and numerous 

AN EASTERN TOWN- TO-DAY . iLtnt hu B. a F. Bible Soo 



76 OUR CHILDREN 

caravans passed through it every day 
on their way to Samaria, Judea, Egypt, 
and north-east to Persia. 

It was the great trade centre of 
eastern Galilee, and in it were stationed 
the " publicans "—or as we should now 
call them the tax-collectors, and customs 
officers—who collected the taxes for the 
Imperial Revenue. 

Everywhere in Palestine, at the en
trance ports, at bridges, and at city gates, 
these heavy tolls were exacted, and as a 
result the collectors of them were 
universally hated. Everyone looked on 
the " publicans " as extortionate tyrants. 
Too often they earned this character by 
their unjust and unscrupulous demands. 
Not content with taking the lawful toll, 
they enriched themselves at the same 
time, by extorting further sums of money 
on false pretences (see Luke xix. 8). 

For a Jew to take service under the 
ruling Emperor was to recognize the 
dominion of the foreign Power. And, 
if we had been living under those con
ditions, we most probably would have 
shared in the common reeling of intense 
dislike for publicans, as a class. 

But there were, however, honest men 
among them. There had been some of 
them amongst the disciples of John the 
Baptist (Luke iii. 12, 13), and he had 
not told them to give up their calling, 
but to pursue it honestly. 

Great must have been the astonish
ment when Jesus called to Him, to be 
His disciple, a publican named Levi bar 
Alphcus (the son of Alpheus), henceforth 
to be known as Matthew, which name 
means "the gift of Jehovah." 

We can picture this man sitting in his 
iUSUal oilier one day, taking the money 
'fytyn the throng of travellers passing 
thfei(Mh the city : absorbed in his 
worlflBp3jcaHing and possibly thinking 
of notn$||Lbut worldly gain. But sud
denly one^tffui, dressed in a peasant's 
garb, and, H^-outward appearance, not 

different from the rest of the passers-by, 
calls to him, " Follow Me." At once 
Matthew obeys. " He arose and followed 
Him." He waited for nothing. And 
he reaped in consequence a great reward. 
He wrote a book which has been read 
clown the ages. He became a blessing 
to others as well as blessed in his own 
soul. As long as the world stands, the 
name of Matthew, the publican, the 
disciple of our Lord, will be known 
and loved. 

And is it not a joy to know that our 
Lord Jesus Christ calls us just as of old 
He called people to Him ? And it is as J 
true now as it was then, that " this Man 
receiveth sinners " (Luke xv. 2). 

Have you answered His call yet ? E. A. 

J<L J* . 2±. 

r̂ w w 
ARE YOU THINKING? 

IT was the close of a Sunday evening 
service, one of a lengthened series 

held in a town near the Scottish border 
some years ago. The preacher stood 
near the door, speaking to one and 
another as they left. As a young girl 
was passing out he laid his hand upon 
her shoulder, and said kindly, " You are 
not careless ; you have been to a good many 
of these meetings. I suj)pose you are still 
thinking about your souls salvation '/ " 

" Yes, Mr. C ," was her ready 
response. " / am thinking" 

kl And Martha," lie quietly but in
cisively rejoined, " while you arc thinking 
YOU ARE DYING." 

Those words, so quietly spoken, 
evidently smote upon her conscience like 
a thunderclap. Her very face changed 
and grew white. She left the hall in 
contusion, and had no rest until her 
thinking led to acting, and that acting 
" the obedience of faith " (Horn. xvi. 26). 

She knew well that she was a sinner 
needing salvation. She knew that the 
Gospel message runs, tk Believe on the 
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Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved 
(Acts xvi. 31). Up till that moment. 
however, she had contented herself with 
thinking. Now she acted: she believed 

HE New Hebrides are another large 
group of islands lying well out in 

the Pacific Ocean and inhabited by fierce 
savages of a very degraded type. When. 
many years ago, missionaries arrived 
there, they found the islands full of feuds 
and bloodshed. There was no law as we 
understand it, and consequently every 
man was a law unto himself, and you 
never saw a man go about unless he was 
armed with deadly weapons. Yet they 
had many strange customs that white 
people find it very hard to understand ; 
and on the other hand the natives find 
it still harder to understand the white 
man and his ways of thinking and his 
strange inventions ! 

One day a missionary was walking 
beside a New Hebrides man on the 
palm-fringed shore of one of those beauti
ful islands when the keen-sighted native 
pointed out a tiny figure in the distance. 
" There goes one of my enemies ! n he 
exclaimed. The wliite man happened 
to have a pair of field-glasses with him, 
so taking them out of their ease he 
focused them upon the tiny speck in the 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and salvation 
was hers. 

Are you only thinking, or have you 
acted ? 

distance and then handed them to his 
companion. The man gazed through 
them and then became tremendously 
excited, for he was convinced that he 
beheld his foe face to face. The next 
moment he dropped the glasses, and 
seizing an arrow he looked up again to 
take aim, as though he would still see 
his foe as large as he had looked through 
the glasses. Hut. behold, his enemy 
was as far away as at first! Once more 
he snatched the white mans magic 
instrument, once more exchanged it for 
his arrows, and once more was baffled. 
To lose such an opportunity was un
thinkable—" You hold the glasses," he 
besought the missionary, " and then I 
can shoot him ! " 

Some of the tribes in these islands had 
a strange system of caste. FirSt of all 
there was a great separation made 
between the men and the women. A 
man would be considered defiled if even 
his mother, wife, sister or daughter were 
to touch his head, or to eat a part of his 
food. Then among the men themselves 
there were all kinds of distinctions. 
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For instance, a man dare not eat food 
which had been cooked on the fire of a 
man of lower rank; and, moreover, 
he could not even take a light from it, 
but had to make a fresh fire by friction, 
rubbing a sharp-pointed stick on a log. 
until the powdered wood ignited. 

Then again, they have a great belief 
in sorcery. They quite believe that 
certain men have power to cause sickness 
and even death by burning scraps of food, 
clippings of hair, etc. When the Gospel 
appeared on the scene this sorcery was 
always used in opposition to it, and when 
the New Testament was obtainable in 
their language many were the long de
bates as to whether a copy should be 
permitted in the village. If at last one 
village decided to admit a copy it often 
resulted in surrounding villages making up 
their minds to wait a little and see first 
whether any evil befel them for so doing. 

Even when the natives are converted 
they shake off the full effects of this evil 
sorcery but slowly in many cases. A 
missionary has told the story of how a 
very dear fellow, with a curious name of 
Barabunkabunk, came to him one day 
in great distress. He had been told that 
some man was bewitching him, and he 
had become so terrified that he had been 
unable to eat or sleep for several days. 
Knowing that these people always like to 
take something as a kind of medicine, 
the missionary mixed up a cup of good 
strong beef tea, putting plenty of both 
sugar and pepper in it. He did that 
because they like to have something 

I with plenty of " n i p " in it, though 
they have a great -objection to any
thing] liittcr. The poor native asked a 
blessing on it and then drank it down | 
while munching a hard ship's biscuit, i 
Thett the missionary reassured him as i 
best he could as to the Heavenly Father's j 
care aftrfj"•-.power, which are far greater ! 
than all th$ power of the enemy. So i 
away he went, already feeling a great , 

deal better, and when at home he made 
a good big pudding of yams, and eating 
that quite established the cure. 

To put the Word of God into their 
dialects was not an easy business. They 
had no words for t4 love,"' kt forgiveness," 
" self-denial," and many such-like ideas, 
because the things themselves were 
practically unknown, and sometimes I 
very queer expressions had to be made 
to do duty. Thus for lfc almsgiving" 
they had to use a long word which 
really means " to fatten a pig by fre
quent feeding/' Many too were the 
pitfalls they found. They were just 
about to use a word that the natives 
use for a piece of ground that no one will 
tread on as a translation of " sacred " or 
" holy " Just in time, however, they 
discovered that its real meaning was "a 
graveyard." 

Now that they have the New Testa
ment, it exerts a wonderful influence 
over their minds and their lives. To 
the Christians it has become their code 
of laws, for they have no other. In 
some villages the chief is chosen by the 
people themselves, and before now they 
have come saying, " This man, whom 
we elected chief, is not acting according 
to the Word of Jesus which we find in i 
this Book." I 

Would it not be a good thing if all 
Christians treated the Book like that? 
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Scripture Searching. 
Rewards will be given in each clas§ 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will be given to any one success
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for October, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospe l of J o h n . Chapters 

19. & 20 . 

1. Find two sentences of three words, begin
ning with *l Behold," spoken by Pilate. 

2. Pilate said the same words about the Lord 
Jesus twice, what were they ? 

3. What was the tit le on the Cross ? 
4. " There laid they J e s u s / ' Who were they ? 
5. " They have . . . laid Him." Find this 

passage and write it out . 
0. What Scripture did they not know ? 
7. What did the angels say to Mary ? 
8. What message did the Lord Jesus send bv 

Mary ? 
9. Give three Scriptures which were fulfilled 

in chap. 19. 
10. Why do you think Mary stayed at the 

sepulchre weeping ? 

DKAR YOUNG FKUiJros,— 
I am interested in the answers you have given to Question in. 

They are very d i f fe rent ; j>erhaiis the best and simplest is 
" When you have come to t he Lord Jesus , doing the things 
which He wants you to d o . " This answer takes in a great deal, 
and I hope we may all d o it more faithfully every day. 

Our tex t th is month is " 1 am a companion of all them tha t 
fear Thee " (Ps. 110. 153). Let us all beware of making friends 
of those who d o not fear tJod. 

My love to you all. 
Your friend, 

J . L. 

August Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

1st ClaM.— W' Itonlw. ('. Hartley, M. Cragliill, M. (.'oniall, K. 
Crook, M. Crookston, I . Deacon, It. Kdwards, N. Farrell, 
l<\ (iole, O. Green, L. Hughes , <i. Loye, I. Merrit t , G. Mow
bray, It- T inder , E . Pyall , K. Smith , Eunice Smith, 1. 
Smith, l'\ Scuddn, It . Sciuhls, M. Weller, P . Wood row, 
F . Yellow. 

2nd C l a s s - " , } - Batcy, K. (jruylnnil, E. Grimes, K. Gidduigs, 
V. Gooch, M. licfeaux, L. Philips, K. Hedman, M. Smith, 
V. Woodrow. 

3rd C10S3-—'( • Ashford, G. Nicholls. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
1st Class .—U. Ashmore, D . Andrews, 1). Ayres, F . Birrs, E 

Cane,*I . Gouch, D. Coutta, I . Gockft, P . Denning, K.' 
Deakin, E . Dewdnev, K. Vairbairn, F . Farrell , I t . Fletcher, 
M Gold, W. TlJitditon, U. Hea th , M. Eole, 11. Hunt , 11. 

.lorus, I'. Kendall, W. Kendall. M. J.<feuiJx, K. Love, 
M. McArd, M. Melvrr, \ . Merritt, K. .Metmlf. W. MiMi.-ll, 
k . Nicklin, K. JMiuir. II. 1'arki-r, A. I'ott^, I'. Kicliard.-ou. 
M. K O M \ < ; . Ko-nr, I'. Sharnoek, F. Stejiiu-y, L. Siiuniond", 
1*.. Smith, .M. >i-lilieiu.iiin, N. Stoi-ker, L. stoeker, \ . 
Turner, M. Ward, T. Wilhon, E. Winter, 1. Woodrow. 

2nd Class-—F- A-lirmuv, M. Green, I). Gnllitlui, O. Horner, 
D. Purvis, D. Sr i idds F. summer^, .1. Williamson. 

3rd Class.—-i- l imit, W. Keith-. V. Uitrh.-ll, 1. Mil l iard, 
M. Mould, W. Ni.lmlK J . Sliephrrd. I. Turner. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st Class.—11. Batey, 1). 1MI, S. lieevers, W. Craghill, 0 . 

('rophill, U. Farrell, Barbaru Foley, E. Gai'butt, N. Green, 
M. Jleimnguay, A. .fones, L. Lumpliurli, E. Xelson, M. 
Potts , J . ^ t o n y , A. Storey, J'.. Warraington, F. Warren, 
H . Wilkinson. 

2 n d C l a s s . - B- I'"'.il, E. Hurley, E. Davy, D. Farrell, M. Hole, 
E . Johnson, E. .ron«=, K Rutherford. 

3rd Class .—G. I'.art-foot, >. Lotju), W. Ward, 1. Wiseman. 

Answers to August Questions. 
Subject—The Gospel of John. Chapters 15. 

and 16. 
1. Part of John 15. 9 written out. 
2. That ve love one another as I have loved 

you (John 15. 12). 
3. Bv bearing much fruit (John 15. 8). 
4. The Comforter (John 10. ?). 
5. Your sorrow shall be turned into joy 

(John 16. 20). 
6. Your joy no man taketh from vou (John 10. 

22). 
7. If wc do what the Lord commands us 

(John 15. 14). 
8. That thev should go and bring forth much 

fruit (John 15" 16). 
9. Of sin, of righteousness and of judgment 

(John 16. 8). 
10. Growing more like the Lord Jesus. 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS. 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Pu t your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, bu t tuck in 
flap, put on id . stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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Short interesting articles containing the Gospel will be welcomed by the Editor :-
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"YES, BUT I LIKE IT." 
<U FATHER stood one clay with his 
rV little boy on Whitby 'Pier when 
the sea was rough. The father looked 
over the side of the pier at a spot where 
steps lead down to the water's edge. On 
these steps played a group of children, 
who ever and anon seemed to challenge 
the sea to drench them, for they rushed 
down the steps every time the sea receded, 
as though to drive it before them, and 
when its rolling waters suddenly dashed 
back towards the shore they rushed up, 
but could hardly escape a thorough 
wetting. 

Thinking to impress upon his son the 
danger which these children ran—for had 
the sea returned more quickly than they 
expected it would have washed them 
beyond the reach of help—the father 
pointed out the risk, and added, u Aren't 
they naughty children ? " The reply he 
received was truthful, even if disappoint
ing, "Yes,—but I like it" The child 
thought the excitement and merry shout
ing more than outbalanced the danger. 

How many boys and girls there are 
very like this little boy. Many of us have 
heard warning upon warning. We know 
the advice given us is good. We know 
sin is wrong, but still we indulge in it. 
Why? Because we "like it." What 
folly! Many children have played as 
those little ones played at Whitby, and 
some have gone too far and have been 
drowned ; but when it is a question of 
the soul, something more than danger is 
run by those who play with sin. They 
are courting eternal death. " Be not 
deceived. God is not mocked, for what
soever a man soweth that shall he also 
teap " (Gal. vi. 7). He who trifles with 
sin will be caught by the sin he loves 
and dragged down to ruin. Let us not 
deceive 'Cftpselves. Sin is sin, whether 
we love aiul&ke it or not, and sin is that 
terrible offencf which has separated man 

from God. There was no way whereby 
any person could be brought back to 
peace with God except through the work 
and death of the Lord Jesus, and to love 
any sin is to love that which caused the 
Lord Jesus so much suffering and sorrow. 

Dare we think lightly of sin ? Dare 
we love it ? Oh, let us ask God that we 
mav indeed have faith to believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and grace to repent of sin and 
confess it and forsake it, and then the 
death and sufferings of Christ (for these 
are what is signified by His blood) will 
cleanse us from all sin. Then, instead of 
loving sin, we shall love the Lord Jesus 
who has put it away. p. i. B. 

2*. ^4 •&** 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

XI. 

I T is no strange sight to us to sec a 
blind beggar in the streets of our 

towns. And he is often accompanied by 
a faithful little dog who is the safe guide 
to his sightless master. In oriental 
lands beggars, blind and otherwise, 
abound. In all countries where the 
Lord Jesus Christ is not known and the 
Bible is not read, the poor and sick folk 
are very badly off indeed. At best they 
arc neglected, and more often they are 
cruelly turned out of doors to die in 
misery. 

The roadsides of Eastern cities and 
villages reveal sad sufferings and hide
ously degraded conditions of life. 

In the streets of Jerusalem may still 
be seen strings of blind men, holding on 
to each other, under the leadership of 
one of their number who, knowing every 
nook and corner, and the obstacles to be 
avoided, inspires his followers with 
confidence. Doubtless it was just such a 
string which prompted our Lord's words 
in Matt. xv. 14. It would be much 
wiser for blind men to choose a guide 
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with useful eyes, would it not ? Perhaps 
you are thinking", 4w How silly of them 
not to have a guide who can see ! " 

But th ink a minu te , rny young friend. 
What sort of a guide are YOU following ? 
For your walk along the everyday road 
of life, and for your walk along t h a t 
other road which you hope leads to 
Heaven, have you chosen a Guide who 
knows the way, and who can lead you 
safely ? 

Another and even a sadder sight is 
that of the lepers. For m a n y years 
there has been in Je rusa lem a Christian 
hospital where leper men and women 
are taken in and tender ly cared for, and 
in many cases the i r sufferings are greatly 
relieved and they learn abou t t he Saviour 
who loves t h e m . 

Yet there arc crowds of these unfortu
nate people outs ide all help. No one, 
except a Christian, will have anyth ing 
to do with t hem, and they dwell in lonely 

places, and when walking along tIn
roads they have to keep as far as possible 
from other passers by. They utter the 
heart-rending cry, " iTnelean, unclean!"' 
to warn every one off. 

Do you remember how the lepers 
came to Christ ? (Mark i. 10-15 ; Luke 
xvii. 11 10.) He healed them and sent 
them away rejoicing. 

hi God's Word leprosy is often used 
as a type of sin, because it was incurable 
by any human means. 

So in these Bible pictures of the blind 
men and the lepers, we are shown the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour. The 
One who Wk died tha t we might be for
given " and cleansed from the sin tha t 
we can never get rid of by any other way ; 
and as our " Guide "—the One who being 
Himself L4 the W a y / ' can lead all who 
t rust Him, to His bright home above. 

Have you received and trusted Him 
as ifour Saviour and Guide ? i:. A. 

immmummm (Lent by the British & Foreign Btbh Society.\ 

KAST15KN BKOGARS. 
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THE INK ON THE WALL 
*3 CLASS of boys, having been left 
j r i for a few minutes without the 
master, soon got into mischief. One 
boy filled his pen with ink and swung 
it round intending to splash another 
boy's collar. He missed his objective 
and, to his surprise, the ink went down 
the wall beside the window. When his 
class-mates saw what was done they 
were filled with dismay, and silence 
reigned as the footsteps of the master 
were heard. When he re-entered the 
room all were busy with their lessons. 
Trouble was in store for someone. 

The master looked round on his class, 
and before many moments were gone he 
saw the ink marks on the wall. Then, 
amidst great silence and fear, the master 
made enquiries as to who had done it. 
The boy was found out and had to suffer 
for his wrong-doing ; as the Bible says, 
" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also r e a p " (Gal. vi. 7). But his 
punishment did not, of course, remove 
the ink stains from the wall. 

Some few days remained, and then 
the holidays came, and all the lads went 
off in high glee. While they were away, 
the painters and decorators came, and 
made the old school look quite clean 
again. In the course of their duty they 
came to the class-room of our story and 
soon covered up the ink marks. 

The day came for the boys to return. 
It was a beautiful day and the sun was 
streaming in at the window. The boys 
were quite pleased with the work of the 
decorators and had almost forgotten the 
ink stains, as nothing could be seen to 

iiemind them. They had much to hear 
i^d tell of all the happenings of the 
holfii^js. Their lessons also had to be 
done, Ihd so time began to go quickly 
by. Tiyp t̂erm wore on and each day 
the sun stfSl*reamcd in at the window, 
till one dajf^early in July, one of the 

boys, very much surprised, called the 
attention of his friends to the ink stains 
which had re-appcarcd on the wall. 
Sure enough, i there underneath the 
colouring, they could be seen. 

What a lesson our simple story has 
for each of us, young and old, all guilty 
before God. First of all, it says to us, 
" Be sure your sin will find you out" 
(Num. xxxii. 23). God sees and knows 
all that you have ever said, done, or 
even thought, and He has recorded every 
detail in His books. 

Then, you may think that a good 
way to cover up the stains of sin is to 
turn over a new leaf and have a clean 
start. But remember, " God requireth 
that which is p a s t " (Eccles. iii. 15), and 
presently the old leaves will have to be 
turned over, the old stains will show 
through the new paint. 

But the question is, How am I, a 
sinner, to be cleared of all these sin-
stains and be fit for God's presence ? 
Not by any work on our part, for that 
would be to insult the perfect work of 
Christ on the cross. For He said, " It 
is finished." Nor is it by punishing 
ourselves, and doing penances. No 
amount of punishment suffered by that 
boy could possibly remove those stains. 
No, it is nothing that we can do, but 
trusting in a finished work. "Verily, 
verily I say unto you, he that heareth 
My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life." (John v. 24). 
" The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
cleanses us from all sin. (1 John i. 7). 

Trust Him now, and let the language 
of your heart be :— 

Just us I am to-day, 
Lost, ruined by the fall, 

My only pleu Thy precious blood, 
To Thee, Lord, now 1 call. 

J. R. J. 



OUR CHILDREN 85 

XI. 
£T}0 the north of Australia lies the 
J large island of New Guinea. If we 

count Australia as a continent it would 
be the largest island in the world. The 
inhabitants are very dark people, some
thing like negroes in type, and are called 
Melanesians. They are very fierce and 
were all cannibals until missionaries 
reached their shores, and so their history 
was one long tale of cruelty and horror. 

It is said that the natives do not eat 
human flesh because they like it, but 
rather because they think it expresses 
the fiercest anger and contempt. To 
roast an enemy and eat him like a pig is 
felt to be the last degradation that one 
man can inflict upon another. A very 
devoted man named Chalmers lived for 
long in New Guinea and preached the 
Gospel there, but at last he too fell a 
victim and was slain and eaten by some 
of the treacherous people. 

This terrible spirit does not die quickly, 
yet it does die. Here and there the 
Gospel has won its way, and Christianity 
has become known amongst the people 
as the " Way of Peace." But many 
years of hard and dangerous toil have had 
to be put in by brave servants of Christ 
before much fruit has appeared. Years 
ago a missionary wrote: U I do not 
know if the angels of light are burdened 

with the feeling of envy : but I regret to 
confess that I often suspect them of 
such a feeling toward us when they see 
what a glorious work God has given to 
us here ! We were fourteen years work
ing, watching and praying to get a footing 
in Nainau. For nearly the whole of the 
time one of our tribes did its utmost to 
catch, kill and eat the missionary who 
passed in and out along the waterways 
of the Delta with the message of peace 
and good-will towards men—a message 
they abhorred, for it was antagonistic 
to their daily practice of hunting, killing 
and eating their neighbours.'' 

The Melancsian people are a curious 
mixture, for along with this ferocious 
disposition they are marked by a very 
sociable nature; they are tremendously 
fond of dancing and games. They are 
proud, hot-headed, sensitive, shy, jealous 
—and all these things to a perfectly 
ludicrous degree; yet they are very 
light-hearted and have a great sense of 
humour, and love a joke. 

The women, alas, are little more than 
drudges and are held in contempt. One 
chief slew his young wife who had saved 
him from a wild boar while out limiting 
rather than allow her deed to become 
known. He considered it a humiliation 
to have been saved by a woman. In 
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some parts a wife may be purchased at 
the standard price of one pig. Yet the 
missionaries report that the women are 
prominent enough at a wedding. " They 
form the orchestra at the celebration of j 

I a wedding. The interesting fact about | 
a heathen wedding is that neither bride 
nor bridegroom is present. The happy 
man generally takes the opportunity for 
a quiet day's fishing on the rocks; 
where the girl is, who can say ? It is I 
hard to believe that she does not find a 
peep-hole in her hiding-place." Such a 
wedding would seem to us almost like 
a practical joke, would it not ? Perhaps 
it is because the natives are so humorous j 
that they arrange it in this fashion. 

What a salvation the Gospel brings 
these people when they believe i t! To | 
leave the old life with all its horrible I 
thoughts and customs behind and to ! 
step into the pure and holy light of j 
Christianity is a deliverance indeed. 
The Melanesians feel this themselves, as 
can be seen by the fact that " Light-
heart " is the name they have coined 
to designate a Christian, whilst they 
speak of a heathen as " Dark-heart." 

When converted they have, of course, 
much to fight against. Being passionate 
and fickle they are easily moved one way 
or the other. By nature too they are 
just creatures of the present moment. | 
They put up their buildings only to last j 
a year or so, and they have no interest 
in the pas t : the doings of their great
grandfathers seem to them quite pre
historic. All this makes them very ready 
to backslide. They only become stable I 
as Christians when they get the Word of I 
God in their own tongue and read 
it. 

$£ we are to become stable Christians, 
we At> need to love and read and digest 
the V V ^ o f God. Then we shall make 
it manirafe that our name has become 
" Light - ta t i t " and not " Dark-heart," 
as it was in tW old days. 

DO YOU EVER SING A LIE? 

SOME time ago a Christian gave this 
testimony : — It is now about 

fourteen years since God, by His Holy 
Spirit, spoke to my soul. I was sitting 
in a little thatched house among the hills 
of the Scottish highlands, singing that 
beautiful hymn, '% My Jesus, I love 
Thee," when a young man, a Christian, 
addressed the friend who was with me, 
saying, " What an awful thing it is to be 
singing a lie to God." 

Like an arrow that sentence went 
home with power to my soul, and I 
almost fell prostrate to the ground. For 
a week I was afraid to lie down at night 
for fear I would open my eyes in hell. 
After being spoken to, I seemed to grasp 
it faintly. But one day, when I read the 
fifth chapter of John, I got to the 24th I 
verse : 

" Verily, verily I say unto you, He 
that heareth My word, and believeth on I 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, I 
and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life ! " 

Those words, " Hath everlasting life," 
filled my soul with peace and joy in 
believing. Praise God for that little 
word " HATH." J 

Wc have no more right to sing a lie i 
than to tell a lie. If any of our young 
readers have been guilty of this, may 
they be troubled, too, until they can 
really say, " Everlasting life is mine as a 
believer in God's Son." 
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Scripture Searching. 
Reward* will be given In each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will he given to any one success-
ful Searcher In the current year. 

Questions for November, 1925. 
Subject—The Gospel of J o h n . Chapters 

2 0 . & 2 1 . 
1. What made the disciples glad ? 
2. How many times is it recorded tha t the 

Lord said, i% Peace he unto you " ? 
3. " As . . . you.*' Find this passage and 

write it out. 
4. What did the disciples say to Thomas ? 
5. Whom did the Lord speak of as " Blessed " ? 
6. How may we have " Life through His 

Name " ? 
7. " Be not faithless." By whom and to 

whom were these words spoken ? 
8. How many, of the disciples went fishing, 

and where ? 
9. Who stood on the shore, and what question 

did He ask ? 
10. Who recognized the Lord, and what did 

he say ? 

DEAR YOUNU F H I K N D S , — 
Sonic of you have forgotten lo ]>ut chapter an»l verso to 

your answers. Please be careful about this*. As we have only 
one more month to finish the year, I think we can have a few 
more questions next month on Chapter 21. ami then a few 
general questions on the whole book. 

What difference has Chapter 'JO. .11 ma«le to you ? Our 
text this month is, " Thou art good, ami iloe^t good " ( P s . Hi) . 
68). Let us never forget this, whatever happens. Everything 
that God does is good because He is good. 

My love to you all. 
Your friend, 

J . L. 

September Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

I At C las s .—K. Hanks, D. Batey, C. Hartley, M. (raghi l l , 
V. Crawford, M. Crookston, T. Deacon, K. l i raylaml , 
E. Grimes, O. Green, V. Gooch. D. Layeock, F. Linton. 
G. iiOye, V. Male, I . Merri t t , R. Pim'lor, K. Rodman, 
Eunice Smith, M. Weller, P. Wood row, F. Yellow. 

2nd ClA5S«—VJ. Crook, N. Furrell, M. Foley, 11. G-iddings, 
V. J layward, L . Ungues, M. Lefeaux, A. Mennell. G. 
Mowbray, G. Nicholls, E . Smith , 1. Smith, V. ^Yood^ow. 

3rd Class .—None . 

Age over 10 up to 13 years . 
1st Class.—"L. Bell, F . Birrs , A. Cleinentsou, D. Coutte, 

0 Curry, M. Curry, K". D a n , K. Deakin, K. Fairbairu, 
F . Farrel l , D. Foley, D. GrillUhs, J . Hall, IT. Uca th , 
M. Hole, H . Hunt, J . Hun t , M. Lefeanr, E. Loye, M. 
MeArd, M. Mclver, V. Merre t t , E . Metealf, V. Mitchell, 

W. MIKII.-II , M. Mould, M. Murniv, It. Murj.liv, .1. MundiH 
U. \1<-Ii..lh, h. /'jilm.-r. H. I'.iik. II. I'j.rk. r, A. J v u , 
h . I'lirw-, M. \U^r, 1\ M.-pm-v. I., amnion I-. I». Sinilli. 
V. Tuni.-r. M. W.ilki-r. It. WIIIUIIH- I. Wilniii, K. Wim-r. 
I. \V«j... |ruw. 

2 n d L I o s s i . < < M I , | | . \ | . i '1111111'.', W. I l i i i t i i l ion, M. H o r n . i . 
I I . . loni-s. K. Ni.-klin. .1. \\ i l l U r i M m . 

3 r d C l a s s - - n . It.-JJ. I 15.11, \N. K n t N . I. 'L'uin- r . 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st Class . H. I'.:ih-v, F. Hnim-lt. I). U-ll H . H I M I . S . U.-.-M I>, 

K. Murky. V\. ("nigliill, <'. ( nu/hill, 1). l-'jirr.-ll, I'.. J irr.'ll. 
U. l-uky". Jl.iili-ir.i Foley, K. <i;irhutr, V. «;rren1»;.»;rmn--. 
J . Jl.unilhiji, >J. lloN. K. Joln^on, A .lone-, K. .loin-. 
W. r.;iui|.lii_'li. I.. l..uii|rliii.'h. T. Mimdell. K. N< UMI, 
M. L'otis II. |{<»^. L. Jlo«, F. RIIUU rford, J . >lwy, 
A. ftorey, M. 'I'liomiiroii. !'.. \V;inimi;/t«ii, .1. W:IUH, 1. 
WNonun. 

2nd Class .—M. Ilfminswuy, II. Wilkinson. 
3rd Class.—<'. iiurfoot, Joyce Ma<-'loM,iM. 

A n s w e r s to S e p t e m b e r Q u e s t i o n s . 

Subject - T h e Gospel of John. Chapters 17. 
and 18. 

1. John 17. 3 written oul. 
2. The work which the Father had given 

Him to do (John 17. 4.). 
3. Part of John 17. 11 written out. 
4. The cup which Mv Father hath given Me, 

shall I not drink i t ? (John 18. 11). 
5. That it was expedient that one man should 

die for the people. (John 18. 14.) 
6. Not this man, but Barabbas (John 18. 40). 
7. Because they were not of the world, even 

as the Lord Jesus was not of the world (John 
17. 14). 

8. Of them which Thou gavest Me have I 
lost none (John 18. !)). 

9. For the disciples, and those who should 
believe on Him through their word (John 17. 20). 

10. Art Thou the King of the Jews Y (John 18. 
33). 

What hast Thou done? (John 18. 35). 
Art Thou a King then ? (John 18. 37). 
What is t r u t h ? (John 18. 38). 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS. 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—" Scripture Searching/' 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 
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A SPANISH PROVERB. 

THEY have a proverb in Spain which, 
being translated into English, runs 

like this :— 
" God gives food to the birds, but He 

does not put it into their beaks." 
That is very true. God does indeed 

care for even the birds. We have it 
from the lips of the Lord Jesus Himself 
that though two sparrows in the Land of 
Palestine were sold for a farthing, yet 
14 one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father " (Matt. x. 29). 

God causes to grow all kinds of grain 
and fruit and insects which birds love to 
eat, and in the depths of winter, when 
snow and frost abound, He touches some
body's heart to throw out crumbs for the 
robins, does He not ? 

And yet He does not put the food into 
their beaks ! Each bird must use its 
own beak and pick up its food. 

This should teach us a lesson. Just as 
God gives food to the birds, so He offers 
salvation to sinners. He offers it freely, 
without money and without price, and 
He offers it to all. But each sinner must 
accept it for himself and herself. Each 
must personally receive it by faith. 

Have you, dear young readers, accepted 
Christ by faith yet ? 

F. B. H. 

* * * 

14 REMEMBER . . . I N THE 
DAYS OF THY YOUTH." 

ANY children think there is no 
need to be converted until they 

are getting old. But let me tell you of 
thi&e old men, over eighty years of age, 
to tfhom I spoke recently. 

Theftfit, when asked what his prospect 
was sho*4j| death overtake him, evaded 
a reply bj^^peaking about something 
else in connection with evcry-day affairs. 

| I pressed him again and again for an 
I answer, and at last he replied, " I have 
I been a teetotaller all my life, and don't 
I know the taste of intoxicating liquor.'' 

He seemed very clever at warding off 
every attempt to reach his conscience, 
and quite satisfied with his own goodness. 

The second, when spoken to, said, u I 
am doing the best I can. and in fact I 
never did any harm to any one, but have 
done all the good I could, and feel as 

i happy as I can be.'* and then he walked 
j quietly away. 

I sat down beside the third, in one of 
| our public parks. He entered into a 
I pleasant conversation with me concerning 
j the condition of things sixty years ago, 

saying that people then were more happy 
and contented than they are now, for 
wherever you turn you find the spirit of 
dissatisfaction and unrest. I replied, 
" What you say, I am afraid, is too true.'' 
and then further added. " We are now 

I according to our years ncaring our 
I journey's end, and it will be a happy 

relief to be out of this world altogether, 
providing we are ri^ht for the other 
side." He arose as though a bomb had 
fallen, and walked quickly away. 

I The replies of those three old men 
made me sad. How difficult it is to 

• reach the old, for they seem to be lulled 
j to sleep in the arms of the wicked one, 

and have no desire to listen to the 
earnest entreaties of a Saviour God, who 
is not willing that any should perish. 

Most converted people arc saved when 
young, and I do earnestly plead with 

I you, dear children, to come to the Lord 
j Jesus Christ in the morning of life, when 

your hearts arc young and tender, and 
own Him as Lord, trusting in His 

I finished work alone for salvation. You 
I will never regret it. 
I Satan will suggest to you that there 
| is time enough, but don't be deluded, as 

he desires to keep you in his iron grasp 
I until you grow old, when you will fall an 
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easy prey to his fatal delusions, and lose 
all desire for God's salvation. Remember 
that " Now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation '* (2 Cor. vi. 2). 

\\\ D. 

t>r rC w 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
OF BIBLE LANDS. 

XII. 

"tender mercies are over all His works," 
and to cook a baby animal in that 
from which it derives its life would be 
barbarous and unnatural. The Mosaic 
precepts have much to say concerning 
gentle and humane treatment of animals. 
But more than that, a favourite dish 
of the Arabs to-day—and doubtless it 
was the same long ages ago—is a young, 
fat, tender kid, stewed in sour milk, with 
onions and spices. It is a rich, unwhole
some dish; and further, it was associated 
with idolatrous feastings and sacrifices, 
and God's people were to be separated 
from all such things (sec Deut. vii. 6 ; 
1 Cor. x. 31 ; Titus ii. 14). 

One more command and a most 
important one, in Lev. vii. 26 : " Ye 

,OOD THAT WAS SPRINKLED IN EGYPT. 

I N reading our Bible we should notice 
carefully the very definite way in 

which God has recorded details which we 
might think of no importance. 

The more carefully we read, the more 
we shall find out the wonder and beauty 
of the Book. No human author 
could ever have put it together. 
so perfect in its unity, and with 
no mistake and no contra
diction. 

In the Tabernacle curtains. 
one of the materials was 
u rams' skins dyed red.'' Why 
kl rams' " ? This is one instance 
of the perfect accuracy in the 
minute details of Moses' records. 

Time out of mind the plains 
of Armenia and Syria have 
supplied the southern countries 
of Palestine and Arabia with 
mutton, and the vast (locks 
that are annually driven down 
for sale are nearly all males. 
The shepherds do not usually 
bring the mother sheep. There
fore " rams' " skins would be by 
far the most plentiful, and God's 
careful instructions agreed with 
this fact. 

Another command, given 
three times over, is "Thou shalt 
not seethe [or boill a kid in his 
mother's milk " (Exod. xxiii. ; 
Exodus xxxiv. ; Deut. xiv.). 
Psalm civ. 9 tells us that God's 

K 
THE BI 
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shall eat no manner of blood." This, 
too, is repeated again and again. The 
first time is in Gen. ix. 4, very early in 
the world's history ; and in Lev. xvii. 10 
is a solemn warning to those who dis
regard it. 

In the Old Testament the blood of the 
sacrifices always pointed forward to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
by the sacrifice of Himself on the cross of 
Calvary put away sin, giving Himself as 
a ransom for all. His Blood shelters the 
one who trusts it from the judgment of 
God, as was pictured for us in the blood 
that was sprinkled in Egypt as recorded 
in Exodus xii. It is through His precious 
Blood, and through it alone, that we 
may be forgiven and become God's dear 
children (Heb. ix. 22 ; 1 John i. 7). 

And because the Blood of Jesus was so 
precious in God's sight, the type and 
shadow of it under the Mosaic law was 
to be held sacred. 

*' Have yon been to Jesus for the cleansing 
Blood ? 

Are you washed in the Blood of the Lamb ? " 

E. A. 

WHAT AM I GOOD FOR? 

a GENTLEMAN, while speaking to 
some children, took out his watch, 

and asked what it was for. 
" T o tell the time," the children 

answered. 
" Well, suppose it won't keep time, 

and can't be made to keep time, what is 
it good for ? " 

u It is good for nothing," they replied. 
He then took out a lead pencil, and 

asked wrhat it was for. 
" I t is to mark with," was the answer. 
u But supposing the lead is out, and 

it won't mark, what is it good for ? " 
" It's good for nothing." 
He then took out a pocket-knife, and 

asked what was its use. 

" To sharpen pencils with," said some. 
" To cut with," said others. 

" Suppose it has no blade, then what 
is it good for ? " 

" Good for nothing." 
" Then a watch, or pencil, or knife is 

good for nothing unless each can do the 
thing for which it is made ? " 

" Yes, sir," the children all answered. 
u Well, what is a boy or girl made 

for ? " 
The children hesitated. 
" The chief end of man is to glorify 

God and enjoy Him for ever," said the 
gentleman. 

" Now, then, if a boy or girl does not 
do what he or she is made for, and 
glorify God, what is he or she good for ? " 

And the children all answered, without 
seeming to think how it would sound— 

"GOOD FOR NOTHING" 

Now, boys and girls, God made you 
and gave you the powers you possess, 
and so He has the first claim upon you. 
If you construct a machine, you expect 
to get the benefit of your work; and if, 
after making it, you spend money in 
keeping it in order, you expect it to be 
useful to you. 

Well, if children arc made to glorify 
God, and they don't do it, are they good 
for anything ? I t is so much more 
important that they should glorify God, 
and be prepared to enjoy Him for ever, 
than anything else, that if they fail to do 
this, it is as though they failed in every
thing. 

How can you glorify God, seeing that 
you are a sinner and therefore unfit 
for His holy presence ? You must be 
converted, seeing the Lord Jesus said, 
" Except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven " (Matt, xviii, 8). 
Then, having entered the kingdom, your 
sins will be forgiven. " I write unto you, 
little children, because your sins are 
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forgiven you for His Name's s ake" 
(1 John ii. 12). Then you will begin to 
love God, for we read, " We love Him, 
because He first loved us " (1 John iv. 19). 
Without love to God, all other things 
are as nothing. 

T the present time a great deal is 
being said about Morocco because 

of the fighting which has been going on 
there. For years past there has been 
trouble between the Moors and the 
Spaniards, and of late it has blazed up 
into a regular war. The country is 
inhabited by various tribes of Moors 
and Arabs, and a certain number of Jews 
are to be found scattered all along the 
North African lands. 

Tfie Moors and Arabs are all fanatical 
Mohammedans and the Jews are equally 
opposed to the Gospel, so as you may 
suppose missionary labour in all those 
countries is a hard and difficult enter
prise. Yet devoted men and women 
have for many years been living here and 
there among the people and seeking by 
life and by word to lead them to a know
ledge of Christ. A good deal also has 
been done by Bible-sellers, or colporteurs, 
to put the Scriptures into the hands of 

Are you answering the end for which 
you were made ? If not, what arc you 
good for ? Think of the children's 
answer— 

GOOD FOR NOTHING." 
E. A-*** 

the people, and many an adventure 
have these earnest men had in the 
course of their journeys. 

They frequently go to villages and 
small towns where markets are being held, 
and hence the people are gathered thickly 
together. Here the folk trade and 
bargain with each other and become so 
excited over it that they shout and make 
a tremendous din which can be heard a 
long way off. The sun is very powerful 
and the heat is very great, but the brave 
Bible-sellers go on until often they nearly 
faint. This is how one of them tells 
his story :— 

" One Moor accosted me with the 
question : ' Why do you come to us with 
these books ? ' 

" ' In order that you may read them 
and know the truth.' 

" ' What ? They are not the Koran.' 
" 4 True, they are not the Koran ; but 

they are the Word of God.' 

>MER THE SEA V - ' 
OR (iLEANINGS FROM 

&;\F0HEIQN [AND$ ^ 

J ^ A h t i ^ t i ! 

XII. 
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" The Moor laughed incredulously. 
" ' W h y do you l a u g h ? ' I asked. 

' Have you read the Gospels ? ' 
u ft No.' 
" ' Well, do you not think it foolish for a 

man to laugh at his own ignorance ? ' 
" The Moor looked at me with some 

surprise. He was on horseback and was 
well dressed. When a Moor is well-to-do, 
he expects to be treated with much 
respect and that people will bow before 
him and call him Sidi, a term equivalent 
to Mr. Nevertheless I have observed 
that it is best when a Moslem exhibits 
contempt for the Gospel, to speak plainly 
to him and show him his ignorance. 

" Rather angrily he gave me back the 
book I had offered him. ' I have never 
read the Gospels, and I never will,' he 
said. I replied : 4 Friend, I cannot force 
you to buy.' Whereupon he turned his 
horse and rode away. A number of 
people had gathered round and listened 
to all that we had said. One man who 
had inspected a book without offering 
to buy it now paid for the copy which 
the contemptuous Moor had refused; 
and several other bystanders, whose 
interest had been aroused by the con
versation, purchased copies." 

Not all the Moors are satisfied with 
themselves and their religion, however. 
At one place a colporteur offered a book 
for sale to one who refused it with a wave 
of the hand, as he said : " Our own 
religion is too much for us. Why should 
we further burden ourselves with 
another ? " " You speak as though you 
were tired of your religion. Is that 
so ? " was the colporteur's reply. The 
only reply the Moor made was a grimace 
and a shrug of the shoulders, as he 
turned away and left, but that showed 
pretty plainly what he thought. 

Travelling in these lands is often a 
very trying business. It is always more 
or less hot, and at certain times of the 
year the stubble in the fields is burnt 

preparatory to ploughing. Then with a 
very hot sun above and the fires around 
the heat is overpowering and men and 
animals get exhausted. A pail of water 
under those circumstances is worth all 
else beside. There are no comfortable 
restaurants where you may get a cup of 
tea ; at best you might find a tent made 
out of rough sacking where perhaps you 
might be able to buy some black coffee, 

I or perhaps grapes, melons, or prickly 
pears. 

A good many Jews are scattered about 
and often the missionaries meet them. 
Sometimes they will listen to the message 
and prick up their ears when they hear 
about the Messiah. They believe, of 
course, that their Messiah is not yet 
come, and they do not like being told 
that He is come and that Jesus whom 
they rejected is the Messiah, or Christ. 
When told that the present state of 
dispersion and distress in which their 
nation is found is the result of their 
rejection of Christ they are surprised 
indeed. Many of them, though clever, 
are fearfully ignorant of their own law. 
They appear to have at least a slight 
knowledge of almost everything except 
the religion of their fathers. 

We can go a step further, and say that 
all the trouble in the world to-day is the 
result of the rejection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The only way to be really happy 
is to accept Him as your own personal 
Saviour and Lord. 

NOTICE. 
O U R young readers arc invited to 
colour the Text on the back of 
this issue with either water colours 
or crayons, as a kind friend offers 
framed Texts as Prizes to the two 
children who send in the best 
coloured t ex t s . 

Send them in t o — 
B.A., 

c/o The Central Bible Truth Depot, 
5, Rose Street, London, E.C.4. 
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Scripture Searching. 
Re wardM will be given la each class 

at the end of the half-year. Only ONE 
prize will he given to any one success
ful Searcher in the current year. 

Questions for December, 1925. 
Subjec t—The G o s p e l of J o h n . 

1. Wha t did the disciples sec when thcv came 
to l a n d ? (chap. 21.). 

2. Why did thev not sav—Who ar t Thou ? 
(chap. 21.). 

3. W h a t question did the Lord ask Peter 
three times ? 

4. Give Peter ' s third answer. 
5. Which is your favourite chapter in this 

Gospel ? 
6. Find a verse which speaks of the serpent 

in the wilderness (chap. 3.). 
7. Write out a passage about bread from 

heaven (chap. C) . 
8. Who is the bread of life ? 
9. F ind a verse about mansions in this Gospel. 
10. F ind a verse which tells us why these 

things were wri t ten. 

DEAII Y O U N O F R I U N D S — 
When this let ter reaches you, we shall have come to the last 

month of the year. Let us look back and remember all God 's 
goodness to us, and then let us thank and praise Him I 

Our text th is mon th is " All Thy commandments are faithful: 
. . . help Thou mc " (Ps . 119. 8(5 j . 

I am glad to welcome some new searchers this month. One 
of six years old is in 1st Class. This is very good. J . Murray 
and J . Boggon have left out. their references. 1 did not receive 
any August papers from Herber t and Lex Hoss. 

My love to you all. 
Your friend, 

J . L. 

October Searchers. 
Age over 13 years. 

l s t C l a § 5 . — K . Hanks, J). "Batey, C. Hartley, K Crook, M. 
Cutting, J. Deacon, 11. Edwards , N. Farrell, M. Foley, F,. 
Grayland, K. Grimes, O. Green, V. Goo<-h, L. Hughes, D. 
Layoock, M. Lefeaux, G. Loye, F. Male, I. Merritt, f.S. l 'yall, 
K. Redman , E . Smith , Eunice Smith, 1. Smith, M. Smith, 
F . Scudds, R. Scudds, M. Weller, V. Wood row, P . Wood-
row, F . Yellow. 

2 n d Clas*-—V. Haywnrd , L . Philips. 
3 r d Clas5*—CI. Ashford, R. Giddings, G. Nicholls. 

Age over 10 up to 13 years. 
| « t C l a s s - 0 , Aslunorc, D. Andrews, F . Ashmore, D. Ayres, 

O. Bell, I . Bell, P . Birrs, N . Butler, A. Clementson, I . 
Oouch, D. Ooutte, I . Cocks, C. Curry, M. Curry, N . Davy, 
K. Deakin, B . Dewdney, K. Falrbairn, F . Farrell , D. Foley, 
D. Griffiths, M. Gold, V . Golphin, D. Harvey, E . Humes , 
W. Hamil ton, I I . Hea th , M. Hole, H . Hunt , J . Hunt , 0 . 
Jacobs , H . Jones , F . Kendall , W. Kettle, W. Kendall, M, 

I.cf, MUX, K. Loye, S. Logan, M. Me An], V. Merritt, E. 
MHralf. V. Mitchell, W. Mitchell, M. Mould, J . Mundell, 
K. Nii'klin, B. Palmer, JO. Park, H. Hinder, A. Potts, D. 
Purvis, p . ItichanlHOii, G. Hosier, P. Shurnoek, V. Stepney, 
L. Siininomls, B. Smith, M. Sehliemann, D. Scudds, H. 
Thompson, V. 'J'urner, I. Turner, F. Warren, M. Walker, 
.f. Williamson, 'J'. Wilson, E. Winter, I. Woodrow, <1. 
Younger. 

2 n d C la s s .—W. Dobson, ,f. Faulkner, o . Homer, M. Mrlve»\ 
R. Murphy, E. Summers, D. Trotter, M. Woodman. 

3 r d Class.—'). Bo^on , J . Murray, W. .Nichols, N. Stoeker. 

Age 10 years and under. 
1st C l a s s . — H . Ba/»lov, F. Bennett, D. Bell, S. Beevers, W. 

r'ra^hill, C. L'raghill, A. CheeHey, E. Davy, B. Foley, E. 
(rarl)iitt, X. (ireen, (i . (irirnes, E. .Johnson, A. Jones, 
E. Jou"S, K. Murtiud.'ile, Joyce Macdonald, T Mundell, 
E. Nelson, M. Pott*, C. Reed, JJ. Rc-si, L. Ro.-,s II. Scamp-
ton, L. Scott, J . Storey, A. Storey, M. Thompson, W. 
Ward, B. Warmington, JI. Wilkinson. 

2 n d C l a s s . — R . Batev, Barbara Foley, M. Hemingway, M. 
Hole, F . Rutherford. 

3 r d C la s s .—I) . Farrell, B. Parrel. 

RULES FOR SCRIPTURE SEARCHERS. 
1. Searchers 10 years and under do 6 ques

tions. Age over 10 up to 13, do 8 questions. 
Over 13, answer all the questions. 

2. Only a reference Bible to be used, no 
concordance, no outside help. 

3. Give the chapter and verse where you find 
each answer. 

4. Put your name and address and age this 
year on first lines of your paper. 

5. Address envelope—"Scripture Searching," 
Central Bible Truth Depot, 5, Rose Street, 
London, E.C.4. Do not stick down, but tuck in 
flap, put on Jd. stamp if not over 2 oz., and 
post to reach by end of month. Answers from 
abroad may be sent after. 

A n s w e r s t o O c t o b e r Q u e s t i o n s . 

Subject—The Gospel of J o h n . 
C h a p t e r s 19. & 20 . 

1. Behold the Man ! (John 19. 5). 
Behold your King ! (John 19. 14). 

2. I find no fault in Him (John 19. 4 and 6). 
3. Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews 

(John 10. 19). 
4. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 

(John 19. 38, 39). 
5. Parts of John 20. 2 written out. 
6. " That He must rise again from the dead " 

(John 20. 9). 
7. " Woman, why weepest thou ? " (John 

20. 13). 
8. " I ascend unto My Father and your 

Father ; and to Mv God and your God " (John 
20. 17). 

9. Chap. 19. 24, 28, 36, 37. 
10. Because she loved the Lord Jesus so 

much. 



TEXT FOR COLOURING. 
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dfedl for mi: 
Romans 5. 8. 

j^t 
Short interesting articles containing the Gospel will be welcomed by the Editor:— 

J. D. WEST WOOD, 69, PROMENADE, JOPPA, EDINBURGH. 

CENTRAL BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, 5, Rose Street, Paternoster Square, London, E.C.4. 
WESTERN BIBLE k Til ACT DEPOT, 12, WATERLOO 

STREET, WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 
GOSPEL MESSENGER OFFICE, 2 & 3, BRISTO PLACE, 

EDINBURGH. 
THE NORTHERN COUNTIES BIBLE A TRACT DEPOT, 
19, NORTHUMBERLAND COURT, NEW0A8TLE-0N-TYNE. 

BIBLE & TRACT DEPOT, 182, ELIZABETH STREET, 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA. 

1d. net or 1 6 firr annum, />ost free. N o . 2 5 2 . 


