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“HOLY BRETHREN.”

“ WHEREFORE, holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Jesus.” (Heb. iii. 1.).

“And let us consider one another, to provoke
unto love and good works.” (Heb. x. 24.)

The two passages we have just penned, are
very intimately connected. Indeed they are
bound together by the simple fact that the in-
spired writer makes use of the same word in
each ; and, further, that this word occurs only
in these two places throughout the whole of this
marvellous treatise.* We are to consider Jesus;
and we are to)consider all those who belong to

* The English word, *consider,” occurs four times
throughout the Epistle to the Hebrews; but it represents
three different Greek words. In chapter vii. 4,  Consider
how great this man was.” Here the word is Oewpeire,
which occurs, in its various inflections, about fifty-six times
in the Greek Testament, but only in this one instance is
it rendered by the word * consider.” Its simple and
general meaning is to ¢ see” or * perceive.”

Again, in Hebrews xii. 3, we have, * Consider him who
endured such contradi¢tion,” &e. Here the word is
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2 “ HOLY BRETHREN.”

Him, wherever they are. Thesc are the two
grand departments of our work. We are to
apply our minds diligently to Him and to His
interests on the earth, and thus be blessedly
delivered from the miserable business of thinking
about ourselves or our own interests; a morally
glorious deliverance, most surely, for which we
may well praise our glorious Deliverer.
However, before proceeding to the great sub-
jects which we are called to consider, we must
dwell, for a little, on the wonderful title bestowed
by the Holy Spirit upon all believers—all true
Christians. He calls them, “holy brethren.”
This, truly, is a title of great moral dignity. He
does not say, we ouglt to be holy. No; he says
we are. It is a question of the title or standing
of every child of God on the face of the earth.
No doubt, having through sovereign grace this
holy standing, we ought to be holy in our walk;
our moral condition ought ever to answer to our
title. We should never allow a thought, word,
or act, in the smallest degree inconsistent with
our high position as “holy brethren.” Holy
thoughts, holy words, holy actings are alone

avaloyicasBe, which oceurs only in this place throughout
the entire New Testament, and expresses the idea of
comparison or analogy.

But in the two verses which stand at the head of this
paper, the word is xaravoiw, which has an intensive force,
and signifies an earnest application of the mind.
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suited to those upon whom infinite grace has
bestowed the title of “holy brethren.”

Lebt us never forget this. Let us never say,
never think, that we cannot maintain such a
dignity, or live up to such a standard. The very
same grace which has bestowed upon us the
dignity, will ever enable us to support it; and
we shall see, in the progress of this paper, how
this grace acts—the mighty moral means used to
produce a practical walk in accordance with our
holy calling.

But let us inquire on what does the apostle
ground the title of “ holy brethren”? It is of all
possible importance to be clear as to this. If we
do not see that it is wholly independent of our
state, our walk, or our attainments, we can neither
understand the position nor its practical results.
We may assert with all confidence that the very
holiest walk that ever was exhibited in this
world, the highest spiritual state that ever was
attained, could never form the basis of such a
position as is seb forth in the title of which we
speak. Nay, more; we are bold to affirm that not
even the work of the Spirit in us, blessedly
essential as it is in every stage of the divine life,
could entitle us to enter upon such a dignity.
Nothing in us, nothing of us, nothing about us
could ever form the foundation of such a stand-
ing as is set forth in the title “holy brethren.”

On what then is it grounded ? Heb. i. 11
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furnishes the reply. “For both he that sanc-
tifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one :
for which couse he is mot ashamed to call them
brethren.” Here we have one of the most pro-
found and comprehensive statements of truth
contained within the covers of the divine
volume, It is simply marvellous! Here we see
how we become “holy brethren;” even by asso-
ciation with that blessed One who went down
into death for us, and who, in resurrection, has
become the foundation of that new order of
things in which we have our place ; the Head of
that new creation to which we belong; the First-
born among the many brethren of whom He is
not ashamed, inasmuch as He has placed them
on the very same platform with Himself, and
brought them to God not only in the perfect
efficacy of His work, but in all His own perfect
acceptability and infinite preciousness. “ The
sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one.”*

* Tt is a fact of deepest interest that, to * Mary Magda-
lene, out of whom went seven devils,” was granted the
privilege of announcing to the disciples the glad tidings of
the new and wondrous relationship into which they were
introduced. ¢ Go—said the risen Saviour—‘*to my
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God and your God.” It
is John who, by the Holy Ghost, records this profoundly
interesting fact.

Never before had such an anmouneement been made—
never before could it have been made. But now the great
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Wonderful words! let the reader ponder them
Let him specially note the vast, yea, the immea-
surable difference between these two words “Sane-
tifier and sanctified.” Such was our blessed Lord,
personally, intrinsically, in His humanity, that
He was capable of being the Sanctifier. Such
were we personally, in our moral condition, in
our nature, that we needed to be the sanctified.
But—eternal and universal homage to His name!
—such is the perfection of His work, such the
“riches” and the “glory” of His grace, that it
can be said, “ As he is so are we in this world”—
“The sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one”
—all on one common ground, and that for ever.

Nothing can exceed this as to title and stand-
ing. We stand in all the glorious results of His
accomplished work, and in all the acceptance of
His Person. He has linked us with Himself, in
resurrection-life, and made us sharers of all He
has and all He is, save His deity, which was of
course incommunicable.

But let us note, very particularly, all that is
involved in the fact that we needed to be “ sanc-
tified.” It sets forth in the clearest and most
forcible manner, the total, hopeless, absolute ruin

work was done, the battle was over, the victory gained,
the foundation of the new edifice laid ; and Mary Magdalene
was made the herald of the most glorious tidings that ever
fell on mortal ears.
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of every one of us. It matters not, so far as
this aspect of the truth is concerned, who we
were or what we were, in our personal history or
our practical life. 'We may have been refined,
cultivated, amiable, moral and, after a human
fashion, religious. Or we may have been de-
graded, demoralised, depraved, the very scum of
society. In a word, we may have been, morally
and socially, as far apart as the poles; but, inas-
much as all needed to be sanctified, the highest
as well as the lowest, ere we could be addressed
as “holy brethren,” there is evidently “no dif-
ference.” The very worst needed nothing more ;
and the very best could do with nothing less.
Each and all were involved in one common ruin,
and needed to be sanctified, or set apart, ere we
could take our place amongst the “holy brethren.”
And now, being set apart, we are all on one com-
mon ground ; so that the very feeblest child of
God on the face of the earth belongs, as really
and truly, to the “holy brethren” as the blessed
apostle Paul himself. It is not a question of
progress or attainment, precious and important
as it most surely is to make progress; but simply
of our common standing before God, of which
the “Firstborn” is the blessed and eternal defi-
nition.

But we must here remind the reader of the
vast importance of being clear and well-grounded
as to the relationship of the “ Firstborn” with the
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“many brethren.” This is a grand foundation
truth, as to which there must be no vagueness or
indecision. Secripture is clear and emphatic on
this great cardinal point. But there are many
who will not listen to scripture. They are so
full of their own thoughts that they will not
take the trouble to search and sec what scripture
says on the subject. Hence you find many
maintaining the fatal error that incarnation is
the ground of our relationship with the Firstborn.
They look upon the Incarnate One as our “ Elder
Brother,” who, in taking human nature upon
Him, took us into union with Himself, or linked
" Himself on to us.

Now, we do not believe it lies within the com-
pass of human language to set forth, in adequate
terms, the frightful consequences of such an
error as this. In the first place, it involves a
positive blasphemy against the Person of the
Son of God, a denial of His absolutely spotless.
sinless, perfect manhood. He, blessed be His
name, was such in His humanity, that the angel
«could say to the virgin of Him, “ That holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God.” His human nature was absolutely
holy. As a man, He knew no sin. He was the
only man that ever lived of whom this could be
said. He was unique. He stood absolutely
alone. There was—there could be—no union
with Him in incarnation. How could the holy
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and the unholy, the pure and the impure, the
spotless and the spotted ever be united, ever be
amalgamated ? Utterly impossible! Those who
think or say they could, do greatly err, not
knowing the scriptures or the Son of God.

But, further, those who speak of union in in-
carnation are, most manifestly, the enemies of
the cross of Christ; for what need was there of
the cross, the death, or the blood of Christ, if
sinners could be united to Him in incarnation ?
Surely none whatever. There was no need of
atonement, no need of propitiation, no need of
the substitutionary sufferings and death of Christ,
if sinners could be united to Him without them.

Hence we see how entirely this system of doc-
trine is of Satan. It dishonours the Person of
Christ and sets aside His precious atonement.
And, in addition to all this, it overthrows the
teaching of the entire Bible on the subject of
man’s guilt and ruin. In short, it completely
sweeps away all the great foundation-truths of
our glorious Christianity, and gives us instead a
godless, Christless, infidel system. This is what
the devil has ever been aiming at; it is what he
is aiming at still; and thousands of so-called
Christian teachers are acting as his agents on the
terrible business of seeking to abolish Christian-
ity. Tremendous fact for all whom it may
concern !

But let us reverently hearken to the teaching
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of holy scripture on this great subject. What
mean those words which fell from the lips of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and are repeated for us by
God the Holy Ghost : “ Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone”?
Who was this corn of wheat ? Himself, blessed
be His holy name! He had to die in order to
“bring forth much fruit.” If He was to surround
Himself with His “ many brethren,” He had to go
down into death in order to take out of the way
every hindrance to their eternal association on the
new ground of resurrection, He, the true David,
had to go forth single-handed to meet the terrible
foe, in order that He might have the deep joy of
sharing with His brethren, the spoils of His
magnificent victory. Eternal hallelujahs to His
peerless name !

There is a very beautiful passage bearing upon
our subject in Mark viii. We shall quote it for
the reader. “And he began to teach them, that
the Son of man must suffer many things, and be
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. And he spake that saying openly.
And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.”
In another gospel we are told what Peter said :
“ Pity thyself, Lord : this shall not be unto thee.”
Mark the Lord’s reply — mark His attitude:
“But when he had turned about and looked on
kis disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee
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behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but the things that be
of men.”

This is perfectly beautiful! It not only pre-
sents a truth to the understanding, but lets in
upon the heart a bright ray of the moral glory
of our adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
eminently calculated to bow the soul in worship
hefore Him. “He turned and looked upon his
disciples.” It is as though He would say to His
crring servant, “If I adopt your suggestion—if
I pity myself, what will become of these?”
Blessed Saviour! He did not think of Himself.
“ He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,”
well knowing what awaited Him there. He
went to the cross, and there endured the wrath
of God, the judgment of sin, all the terrible
consequences of our condition, in order to glorify
God with respect to our sins, and that He might
have the ineffable and eternal joy of surrounding
Himself with the “ many brethren” to whom He
~could, on resurrection-ground, declare the Father’s
name. I will declare thy name unto my breth-
ren.” He looked forward to this from amid the
awful shadows of Calvary, where He was endur-
ing for us what no created intelligence can ever
fathom. If ever He was to call us “brethren,”
He must, all alone, meet death and judgment on
our behalf.

Now, why all this if incarnation was the basis
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of our union or association #* Is it not perfectly
plain to the reader that there could be no link
between Christ and us save on the ground of ac-
complished atonement? How could there be a
link with sin unatoned for, guilt uncancelled, the
claims of God unanswered? Utterly impossible.
To maintain such a thought is to fly in the face
of divine revelation, and sweep away the very
foundations of Christianity; and this, as we very
well know, is precisely what the devil is ever
aiming at.

However, we shall not pursue the subject
further here. It may be that the great majority
of our readers are thoroughly clear and settled on
the point, and that they hold it as a great cardinal
and essential truth. Still, we feel it of import-
ance just now, to bear a very distinct testimony
to the whole church of God on this most blessed
subject. We feel persuaded that the error which

* We do not mean to convey the idea that union with
Christ as Head of the body is taught in Hebrews ii. 11.
For the unfolding of that glorious truth we must look
elsewhere. It comes not within the range of the epistle
to the Hebrews. (See Eph. i. 22, 28; v. 80.) But whether
we view Him as Head of the body, or as the Firstborn
among many brethren, Seripture most distinetly and
emphatically teaches us that the death of the cross was
absolutely essential to our union or association with Christ.
No death, no union. The corn of wheat had to fall into
the ground and die, in order to bring forth much fruit.
Stupendous fact! Glorious truth ! Profound mystery !
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we have been combating—the notion of union with
Christ in incarnation—forms an integral part
of a vast infidel and antichristian system which
holds sway over thousands of professing Chris-
tians, and is making fearful progress throughout
the length and breadth of Christendom. It is
the deep and solemn conviction of this that leads
us to call the attention of the beloved flock of
Christ to one of the most precious and glorious
subjects that could possibly occupy their hearts,
namely, their title to be called “ holy brethren.”

We shall now turn for a few moments to the
exhortation addresssd to the “holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling.” As we have
already observed, we are not exhorted o b¢ holy
brethren ; we are made such. The place and the
portion are ours through infinite grace, and it is
on this blessed fact that the inspired apostle
grounds his exhortation : “ Wherefore holy breth-
ren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider
the Apostle and High Priest of our confession,
Jesus.”

The titles bestowed on our blessed Lord in this
passage, present Him to our hearts in a very
wonderful manner. They take in the wide range
of His history from the bosom of the Father
down to the dust of death; and from the dust
of death back to the throne of God. As the
Apostle, He came from God to us; and as the
High Priest He has gone back to God for us.
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He came from heaven to reveal God to us, to
unfold to us the very heart of God, to make us
know the precious secrets of His bosom. “God
who at sundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in times past unto the fathers by the pro-
phets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
the Son [év vig], whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds:
who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had
by himself purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high.”

What a marvellous privilege to have God re-
vealed to us in the Person of Christ! God has
spoken to us in the Son. Our blessed Apostle
has given us the full and perfect revelation of
God. “No man hath seen God at any time; the
only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.” “ God who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.” (John i.; 2 Cor. iv.)

All this is unspeakably precious. Jesus has
revealed God to our souls. We could know
absolutely nothing of God, if the Son had not
come and spoken to us. But—thanks and praise
to our God —we can say, with all possible cer-
tainty, « We know that the Son of God is come,
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and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true: and we are in him
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This
is the true God, and eternal life.” We can now
turn, to the four gospels, and as we gaze upon
that blessed One who is there presented to us by
the Holy Ghost, in all that lovely grace which
shone out in all His words, and works, and ways,
we can say, That is God. We see Him going
about, doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil ; and we see him healing
the sick, cleansing the leper, opening the eyes of
the blind, unstopping the ears of the deaf, feeding
the hungry, drying the widow’s tears, weeping at
the tomb of Lazarus; and say, That is God.
Every ray of moral glory that shone in the life
and ministry of the Apostle of our confession was
the expression of God. He was the brightness
of the divine glory, and the exact impression of
the divine essence.

“Thou art the everlasting Word,
The Father’s only Son;
God manifest, God seen and heard,
The heaven’s belovéd One.

< In Thee most perfectly express’d,
The Father’s self doth shine ;
Fulness of Godhead, too; the Blest—
Eternally Divine.”
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How precious is all this to our souls! It is
simply unspeakable. To have God revealed in
the Person of Christ, so that we can know Him,
delight in Him, find all our springs in Him, call
Him Abba Father, walk in the light of His
blessed countenance, have fellowship with Him
and with His Son Jesus Christ, know the love of
His heart—the very love wherewith He loves
the Son. What deep blessedness ! What fulness
of joy! How can we ever sufficiently praise the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for His
marvellous grace in having introduced us into
such a sphere of blessing and privilege, and set
us in such a wondrous relationship with Himself
in the Son of His love? Oh! may our hearts
praise Him! May our lives praise Him! May
it be the one grand aim and object of our whole
moral being to magnify His name !

But we must now turn for a little to another
great branch of our subject. We have to “Con-
sider the High Priest of our confession.” This,
too, is fraught with richest blessing for every one
of the “holy brethren.” The same blessed One
who, as the Apostle, came to make Him known to
our souls, has gone back to God for us. He came to
speak to us about God ; and He is gone to speak
to God about us. He appears in the presence of
God for us. He bears us upon His heart con-
tinually. He represents us before God, and ever:
maintains us in the integrity of the position intc
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which His precious atoning work has introduced
us. His blessed priesthood is the divine provision
for our wilderness path. Were it merely a ques-
tion of our standing or title, there would be no
need. of priesthood; but, inasmuch as it is a
question of our actual state and practical walk,
we could not get on for one moment, if we had
not our great High Priest ever living for us in
the presence of God.

Now, there are three most precious depart-
ments of our Lord’s priestly service, presented in
the epistle to the Hebrews. In the first place
we read, in chapter iv.: “Seeing then that we
have a great high priest, that is passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin.”

Christian reader, only think of the deep
blessedness of having One at the right hand of
the Majesty in the heavens who is touched with
the feeling of your infirmities, who enters into
all your sorrows, who feels for you and with you
in all your exercises, trials and difficulties. Think
of having a Man on the throne of God—a perfect
human heart, One on whom you can count in all
your weakness, heaviness, and conflict, in every-
thing, in short, except sin. With this, blessed be
His name ! He can have no sympathy.
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But oh! what pen, what human tongue can
adequately set forth the deep, deep blessedness
of having a Man in the glory whose heart is
with us in all the trials and sorrows of our
wilderness path? What a precious provision !
What a divine reality! The One who has all
power in heaven and on earth now lives for us
in heaven. We can count on Him, at all times.
He enters into all our feelings in a way that no
earthly friend could possibly do. We can go to
Him and tell Him things which we could not
name to our dearest friend on earth, inasmuch as
none but He can fully understand us.

‘But our great High' Priest understands all
about us. He has passed through every trial
and sorrow that a perfect human heart could
know. Hence He can perfectly sympathise with
us, and He delights to minister to us in all our
seasons of sorrow and affliction, when the heart
is crushed and bowed beneath a weight of
anguish which only He can fully enter into.
Precious Saviour! Most merciful High Priest!
May our hearts delight in Thee! May we draw
more largely upon the exhaustless springs of
comfort and consolation that are found in Thy
large and loving heart for all Thy tried, tempted,
sorrowing, suffering, brethren here below !

In Hebrews vii. 25, we have another very pre-
cious branch of our Lord’s priestly work, and
that is His intercession—His active intervention

C
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on our behalf, in the presence of God. “Where-
fore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them.”

What comfort is here for all the “holy breth-
ren ”! What strong consolation! What blessed
assurance! Our great High Priest bears us upon
His heart continually before the throne. All our
affairs are in His blessed hands, and can never
fall} through. He lives for us, and we live in
Him. He will carry us right through to the
end. Theologians talk about “the final perse-
verance of the saints.” Secripture speaks of the
final perseverance of our divine and adorable
High Priest. Here we rest. He says to us,
“ Because I live, ye shall live also.” “If when
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son,”—the only possible way in
which we could be reconciled—“much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life ;”
—that is His life up in heaven. He has made
Himself responsible for every one of the “holy
brethren,” to bring them through all the difficul-
ties, trials, snares and temptations of the wilder-
ness, right home to glory. Universal and ever-
lasting homage to His blessed name !

We cannot, of course, attempt to go elaborately
into the great subject of priesthood in a paper
like this; we can do little more than touch upon
the three salient points indicated above, and
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quote for the reader the passages of scripture in
which those points are presented.

In Hebrews xiii. 15, we have the third branch
of our Lord’s service for us, in the heavenly
sanctuary. “ By him therefore let us offer the
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.”

What a comfort to know that we have one in
the presence of God to present our sacrifices of
praise and thanksgiving! How sweetly it en-
courages us to bring such sacrifices at all times!
True, they may seem very poor, very meagre,
very imperfect ; but our great High Priest knows
how to separate the precious from the vile; He
takes our sacrifices and presents them to God in
all the perfect fragrance of His own Person and
ministry. Every little breathing of the heart,
every utterance, every little act of service goes
up to God, not only divested of all our infirmity
and imperfection, but adorned with all the excel-
lency of the One who ever liveth in the presence
of God, not only to sympathise and intercede,
but also to present our sacrifices of thanksgiving
and praise,

All this is full of comfort and encouragement.
How often have we to mourn over our coldness,
barrenness and deadness, both in private and in
public. We seem unable to do more than utter
a groan or a sigh. Well, Jesus—it is the fruit of
His grace—takes that groan or that sigh, and



29 “HOLY BRETHREN.”

presents it to God, in all His own preciousness.
"I'his is part of His present ministry for us in the
presence of our God, a ministry which He de-
lights to discharge, blessed be His name! It is
His joy to bear us upon His heart before the
throne. He thinks of each one in particular, as
if He had but that one to think of.

It is wonderful ; but so it is. He enters into
all our little trials and sorrows, conflicts and ex-
ercises, as though He had nothing else to think
of. [Each one has the undivided attention and
perfect sympathy of that large, loving heart, in
all that may arise in our passage through this
scene of trial and sorrow. He has gone through
it all. He knows, as we say, every step of the
road. We can discern His blessed footprints all
across the desert; and look up through the
opened heavens and see Him on the throne, a
glorified Man, but the same Jesus who was down
here upon earth—His circumstances changed, but
not His tender, loving sympathising heart: “The
same yesterday, to-day and for ever.”

Such, then, beloved christian reader, is the
great High Priest whom we are exhorted to
“ consider.” Truly we have all we want in Him.
His sympathy, perfect. His intercession, all
prevailing. His presentation of our sacrifice,
ever acceptable. Well may we say, “ We have
all and abound.”

And now, in conclusion, let us glance for a

'
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moment, at the precious exhortation in Hebrews
x. 24: “Let us consider one another, to provoke
unto love and good works.”

How morally lovely is the connection! The
more attentively we consider Him, the more we
shall be fitted and disposed to consider all wio
belong to Him, whoever and wherever they may
be. Shew us a man full of Christ, and we will
shew you a man full of love, and care, ana
interest for every member of the body of Chrixt.
It must be so. It is simply impossible to Le
near Christ and not have the heart filled with
the sweetest affections for all that belong to Hira.
We cannot consider Him without being remind.:|
of them, and led out in service, prayer aml
sympathy, according to our little measure. 1f
-you hear a person talking loudly of his love for
Christ, his attachment to Him, and delight in
Him ; and, all the while, having no love for His
people, no care for them, no interest in them, no
readiness to spend and be spent for themn, no
self-sacrifice on their behalf—you may be sare it
is all hollow worthless profession. “ Hereby
perceive we the love, because he laid down his
life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels from him, how dwelleth
the love of God in him? My little children,
let us not love in word, neither in tongue; bui
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in deed and in truth.” And again, “ This com-
mandment have we from him, that he who loveth
God love his brother also” (1 John iii. 16-18,
iv. 21.)

These are wholesome words for all of wus.
May we apply our hearts most diligently to
them! May we, by the powerful ministry of
the Holy Ghost, be enabled to respond, with all
our hearts, to these two weighty and needed
exhortations to “ Consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession,” and to “ Consider one
another!” And let us bear in mind that the
proper consideration of one another will never
take the form of prying curiosity, or unwarrant-
able espionage—things which can only be re-
garded as the curse and bane of all christian
society. No; noj; it is the very reverse of all
this. It is a loving, tender care expressing itself
in every form of refined, delicate and seasonable
service—the lovely fruit of true communion with
the heart of Christ. C. H M

When you have no will and no strength, then
you can follow Christ, and then He can trust
you (3. N. D)



A WORD ON GALATIANS, ILLUSTRATED
BY THE ORDERS GIVEN TO THE
KOHATHITES.

Now. v. 1-20, vii. 1-9; Gar. v. 1-10, vi. 12-14.

It is impossible to read the epistles carefully,
beloved brethren, without seeing that the grace
of CGod, as manifested in the cross of Christ, is
presented in them in two very distinct ways.
First, we find salvation through the redemption
that was there wrought once for all. Secondly,
we learn that this same grace characterises the
path of the Christian through this world. The
apostle says: “God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ [not,
‘By which I have been saved or have been
brought to God,” but] by which the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” That
is, not merely does his soul rest in the deliverance
wrought for him from Satan’s power, from sin,
from death and judgment, but he finds a separa-
tion effected between Him and the world, and so
completely, that there is no desire on either side
to come together again. And that which has
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made the separation is the cross of Christ. So
that we may look at the cross of Christ and say :
Well,if I am to go into the world, I must give up
what God has vouchsafed to me in that cross; I
must outrage Him who was nailed there for me,
who shewed the depth of His love to me in giving
Himself, and in such circumstances of unutter-
able suffering for the manifestation of divine
righteousness in itself and in its effects. »
Now there are two sides to this proposition.
You might withdraw from the world and say, I
stand apart from it ; and in so doing might have
your heart lifted up with thoughts of your
superiority to it in thus standing aside. But the
other side of the question presents itself, Would
you have the world draw aside from you? Are
you crucified to it? Paul had learnt the value
of the cross, and accepts the double position.
With the Galatians it was far otherwise. There
was on their part an attempt to make a path
down here, such as the natural man might walk
in; but Paul says, I will not have it nor seek it.
It had not been always so with these saints.
They had at first received the truth honestly,
and their hearts had burned with affection to
Christ and His people. He bears them witness that
their love to him, as the minister of it to them,
was such that they would have plucked out their
own eyes and given them to him. There was
every sign of the work being a true one in their
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souls ; at the beginning he had nothing to say
against their course at all. But when he looks
at them after some years (there is no actual date
given, but evidently some years had gone by),
such a change had taken place in them, that, in
considering their ways, he stands in doubt of
them as to whether there was a real work of
God in their souls. He says: I have confidence
in the Lord about you, but when I look at you, I
can scarcely recognise you as my children.

Now what made this difference? You do not
find in the epistle that there was any moral evil
among them. But the fact was they had given
place to an evil principle which was undermining
and ruining everything. They wanted to ar-
range spiritual things so as to suit human nature
and thus walk by sight, not faith. They were
seeking to get up a system of their own in which
everything would go on wheels, as people say;
like a machine in working order, you have only
to turn the steam on and all is set going at once.
That suits the natural man. The Galatians had
not got in their souls the sense of the Holy Spirit
as a present living power in their hearts, and so
they turned to an external machinery based, no
doubt, on what in its origin was divine, but,
when misapplied, became the means of resisting
God’s present purpose in grace; and by it they
brought themselves into bondage to their own
ordinances.
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The apostle goes at once to the root of the
matter and shews them that, in so doing, they
had really given up the truth that God had sent
down the Holy Ghost to dwell in the hearts of
those that believe, to guide them into all truth,
and to take of the things of Christ and shew
them unto them, and to be in them a present
living power for walking worthy of Him who
had called them to His own kingdom and glory,
besides giving them the power to cry Abba,
Father, and to know what 1t is to be “ an heir of
God through Christ.”

I may be forgiven a short digression here for the
purpose of making this clearer ; for it is of great
importance. The admittance that deliverance
has been wrought, is quite a different thing from
the knowledge that oneself is individually free.
Now in the first seven verses of chapter iv. there
are two distinct statements as to the work of
the Son and the Spirit. There is, first, the
mission of God’s Son to redeem those that
were under the law. That was Christ’s own
work quite apart from us. Then we read:
“Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, erying, Abba,
Father.” This is quite another thing; it is the
mission of the Holy Ghost, and is accomplished
in us. The ery “ Abba, Father,” is much more
than the statement that God is Father. It means
that the believer has the sense in his soul of the
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relationship the words imply, and that he rejoices
init. When I state that such a person is my father,
there is nothing in the mere statement which
implies my attachment to him,or gives a guarantee
that I shall not break away from him and never
speak to him again. But when a child addresses
his father as such, calling him affectionately “ my
Father,” the relationship between the two is
evidently being kept up. Now God sends His
Spirit into our hearts for this very purpose.
Surely it needed a divine Person in us to make
such a relationship known so as to be enjoyed.

It is based upon redemption: there we find
the door of access into it; but we have to learn
in our souls individually what it means for a
slave to become a son. Let us take the figure
of a negro in slavery. Suppose you wanted to
deliver such an onc and set him free, how would
you go about it? The fivst step would be, of
course, to go to the master and settle with him
as to what price he would take. It would be of
no use to ask the slave what he considered his
price to be; fe could not settle it. It is evident
that the act of purchase is entirely apart from
the slave. But now, having paid the price, you
have to do with the poor man himself, and then
the question is how to make him understand that
you intend him to be free.

A first impulse might induce you to let him go..
But if so, how is he to live? He has no means.
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of providing for himself. He is without friends,
without a position, without means in the wide
world. You would surely furnish him with
means, but what is he to do when the money is
spent? The same difficulty recurs. You take him
into your house,and let him work for you, and
pay him as a hireling for his labour. After a
while, let us go and ask him how he likes his new
life. We remark to him: You are free now!
Free 2 he answers; what does that mean? 1
have changed masters, it is true: my present
master is very kind to me, so that my life is no
longer burdensome to me as it was ; but still he
is my master, and I am his servant: what do
you mean by being free? As long as the relative
position remains the same, one born and bred in
slavery cannot possibly understand what freedom -
is. But bring him into the family, make him
as one of the children; will he not then learn,
through newly awakened affections, what it is to
be in another relationship altogether ? They
have set me at their own table, he says; they
treat me as one of themselves; they talk to me
as one interested in the family matters; this is
different indeed ! I feel T am a slave no longer ;
he who was my master is now my father ; nowI
know that I am free!

And then, what place is ours at the table?
Ask the negro slave again ; what place would his
slave’s heart dare to crave for? Would he not
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shrink from being at the same table as the other
members of the family ?  Would he not look on
himself and say, I am black, they are white; I
cannot sit with them; let them give me a little
table by myself, or one in another room ¢ A, it
is not thus God deals with us. But we must
change the simile. The slaves are many, but
there is one Sox, and He sets us in the place of
His own firsthorn.

It is “the Spirit of his Son ” that He has sent
into our hearts. He would turn our eyes and
thoughts away from our miserable selves, that
our gaze may be fixed on the SoN and our hearts
ravished with His glory ; and He sends down the
Holy Ghost to say to us in living power, “If a
son, then an heir, an heir of God, jeint heir with
Christ.” Everything that belongs to the rela-
tionship is ours; for sonship and heirship go
together ; but the Lord’s heart finds contentment
in making known the Father. (John xvii. 26.)’

Now, while upon this subject, just let me ask
you one thing. Which part of the blessing has
the greatest attraction for your soul? Is it the
inheritance and its glory, or is it the relationship
with the Father? Surely not one of us will
hesitate to say that the relationship is by far
the more precious of the two. But that, dear
friends, we have now. We are waiting for the
inheritance ; we have the hope of that; it is the
“hope ” attached to the revelation of God’s right-



B0 A WORD ON GALATIANS, ILLUSTRATED BY

eousness, as expressed in this epistle, and inse-
parable from the relationship into which we are
brought. - But the relationship, the more blessed
of the two, is ours to enjoy now. The doctrine
exposed in the Galatians is the fundamental prin-
.ciple of Christianity: God has sent down His
Spirit into our hearts here, and that because we
have been made sons through redemption. He
sends the Spirit into our hearts, that we may
know the relationship, and enter into it, and
enjoy it. In Ephesians we see the blessed fruits
.of its exercise and what flows from it, as well as
the activities of these divine affections in the
power of the Spirit. In Galatians we find the
introduction to it, and the power for its exer-
cise, the Holy Spirit.

Now the Galatians had practically given this
truth up; the apostle has therefore to lay the
foundation of first principles, insisting upon the
relationship into which they had been already
brought, and shewing that as to the inheritance
which attaches to it, the Holy Spirit is the present
earnest. So when speaking of how we are to
live down here until we get to the inheritance,
he says, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh.” The Holy Spirit oc-
cupies us with the Person of the Lord Jesus
Christ as we go on our way, forming us morally
in His image. (2 Cor. iii.)

There is a remarkable point too, if we pay at-
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tention to it, in chapter v., which shews the cha-
racter of this power that works in us. We have
in verses 19, 22, the contrast marked between
“the works of the flesh” and “the fruit of the
Spirit.” Why are the words different? “Works”
suppose effort; the natural man understands this;
it expresses his life in the world ; but there is no
effort connected with the thought of “fruit.” No
amount of trying would ever get fruit from a
tree. If it is in a suitable climate and in a good
state and watered, it must bring forth fruit.
Consider too “the fruit” mentioned in verse
22. Would you confide your heart to a per-
son who says, I am trying to love you as
much as I can? Would you not feel in-
stinctively there was something wrong ¢ Real
love is so engrossed with its object, that it
is only tried with the feeling of its own in-
sufficiency : there is no effort, no difficulty about
it; it is the natural outflow of what exists
within, and only seeks a vent in order to shew
itself, though never for its own sake. In the
same way is it not clear that one who says, I am
trying to get joy, or I am trying to get peace,
is only painfully manifesting that he has not got
it 2 All these fruits, different and varied as they
may be, and admitting of growth and culture,
are produced without effort the moment a soul is
really subject to the Spirit of God, led of the
Spirit and indwelt by Him. But, as with the
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healthy tree, there must be, for the development
and abundance of fruit, the suited climate and
nourishment. The vital power is the Holy Ghost ;
the meat and drink in Christ (John vi); the
climate is the grace of God (Rom. vi. 14); the
ground we are rooted in, His love (Eph. iii. 17 ;
John xv.) We are first “born of the Spirit,” as
the Lord says to Nicodemus, that is, made chil-
dren through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ;
then we are called to “ walk in the Spirit.”

I now desire to look at the practical hindrances
which came in to turn the Galatians aside from
the path of faith in the power of the Spirit.
Paul says to them: “Ye did run well ; who did
hinder you that ye should not obey the truth ?”
This is why I read those passages in Numbers,
because we find in them several points which
bear upon the subject before us. It is a serious
thing to find these young saints who had received
the word in its fulness from an apostle, turned
away in so short a time from the truth they had
been taught. Is not this a solemn warning for
us all ?

In the book of Numbers which contfains the
Levitical ordinances, we find God’s thoughts as to
what He considers His service*® in this world. The

* The word rendered ‘“host” in Numbers iv. 3 has
various meanings. In verse 23 and elsewhere, it is trans-
lated ““service” in the text, and in the margin “ warfare.”
It is a word which is constantly translated “ war,””
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Levites were first as an entire tribe separated to
God, and then their three families made three
principal classes (or four, if the priesthood be in-
cluded), each having a different service to per-
form. Those who, after the priests, were brought
into the nearest place were the Kohathites.

Now, without entering much into the details
that are given to us, we may notice that the
special service of the Kohathites was in connec-
tion with the vessels of the tabernacle, with
the dwelling-place of God in the midst of His
people—those vessels which set forth individ-
ually different phases of Christ’s glory. When
the camp removed (and the journeying was
characteristic of the wilderness), their duty was
to bear the holy vessels. They could not choose
their burden; they were not even allowed to
touch the holy vessels; but after the priests had
covered them up in the ordered way and put
them upon bars or staves, then the Kohathites
came forward to receive each one his appointed
service and learn what his duty was. They were
not to look at the holy things uncovered, on pain
of death. This was a particular ordinance as to
their special service. (Chap.iv.17-20.) It wasthe
priests, who went habitually into the tabernacle,

“ battle,” “army,” “ host.” It means labour or hard
duty of warlike character, implying personal suffering.
Evidently the better rendering here would have been
warfare or service. See Philippians i. 29, 30.

D
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whose duty it was to cover the vessels and pre-
pare them for removal.

None of these vessels might, on any account,
be put into waggons, as was all else that pertained
to the tabernacle ; they were to be carried alone
on the shoulders of the Levites. Waggons were
offered at the time of the dedication of the altar
by the twelve princes of the tribes for the service
of Jehovah, and God told Moses to give them to
the Gershonites and the Merarites, as useful in
transporting the curtains, boards, bars, sockets,
and other different parts that fell to their share
in the transport ; but to the Kohathites He gave
none, “because the service of the sanctuary be-
longing to them was that they should bear upon
their shoulders.”

As we have seen, all these vessels thus carried
were covered up. There was nothing to be seen,
nothing to attract attention except the ark with
its covering of blue; all else was under the
badgers’ skins. Upon the ark was first put the
veil of the tabernacle; then the badgers’ skins,
and over that they were to “spread a cloth
wholly of blue.” This gave to the ark a very
marked place. When the Israelites were moving
from place to place, the ark in its blue covering
was always to be distinguished, standing out in
contrast with the white robes of the priests and
Levites. But this exception only brought more
fully into view the fact, that all the other



THE ORDERS GIVEN TO THE KOHATHITES. 35

vessels of the sanctuary were concealed under
" the badgers’-skin coverings. No one could
tell from the outward appearance what these
vessels were, though each XKohathite might
know what his appointed charge was. But
there was nothing in the service itself, or
what was visible of it, to bring glory to those
occupied in it. An external looker-on could only
have the impression that the Kohathites were
set apart for the hardest labour. On no account
were they to be allowed the relief of a waggon
for bearing their charge. They were always to
carry on their shoulders. Is not this attitude
full of meaning for us ? The Kohathites were
subject to what they carried, and their hearts
were exercised as to the value of what they bore ;
each one must keep in his proper place, and bear
his appointed, outwardly unattractive burden.
But if any asked them what they did, their
answer would be, that they carried the vessels of
the sanctuary. And, better than all, they could
have the sense in their souls that the eye of
Israel’s God was upon them : they were set apart
for the service of His house.

Now have we anything in our hearts of the
spirit of the Kohathites? God has called us
near to Himself, that we may bear His truth in
testimony to Him through this world. Are we
bearing it as the Kohathites were called to do?
It was no question of choice with them: their
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service was one of simple obedience, yet very
near to God, and, if their heart was in it, one of
singular delight. And observe too, they must
needs walk together. No vessel of the sanc-
tuary could be carried without a bar, which
supposes at the very least two bearers. Every
personal consideration must with them be set
aside. One might be stronger than another, or
able to walk faster; but neither the strong nor
the weak could decide the pace or the time ; that
depended alone on the cloud which directed every
movement of the camnp. And none were in more
direct dependence on it than the Kohathites. But
so walking in their divine order, might they not
count on help from Him who manifested His
glory on the ark they bore? So it was, onla
most memorable day of joy in Israel, which we
will speak of presently. Their service obliged
them to look up to God, both for guidance and
help: it was characterised in every detail by
obedience and dependence upon Him.

Does not all this transport us at once into the
epistle to the Philippians, where we find the aged
apostle suffering with joy in prison, despised and
forgotten in the world, cheering and exhorting
the saints to stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,
to be heavenly minded, “walking by the same
rule,” forgetting what was behind and reaching
forth to what was before ? Could he not present
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himself to them as an example, having laboured
in the gospel in the very spirit of the Kohathites 2
“Necessity is laid upon me,” he says; so he
would have his serviece without charge ; its re-
ward was in itself, in its being for Christ’s sake.
So we can understand how deeply he felt the
conduct of the Galatians.

Alas, God’s order is easily forgotten by us. As
it was with the Galatian saints, so had it been
before in Israel : human nature is the same. God
has written His judgment of it for our learning
and instruction. Let us go over briefly the facts
of the history in 2 Samuel vi. It was a wonderful
moment for the king after God’s own heart, when
he thought of bringing the ark to Zion. Up to
that time there had been a moral blot on God’s
chosen people : a fortress in the land from which
no power of Israel could dislodge the enemy.
Joshua, the Judges, and even king Saul,who in his
zeal for Israel sought to destroy the Gibeonites,
had left it untouched. There the enemy was in-
solent, more so than anywhere else. The place
was impregnable in their eyes: “ the blind and the
lame” could keep out the hosts of Jehovah. Tt
was a standing reproach on them, and con-
sequently on Jehovah’s name. But as soon as
David receives the crown of the kingdom over
Israel, and the whole land is at his feet, he feels
his responsibility is now to put all at God’s feet ;
so the first thing he does is to go to the fortress
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of Zion and wrest it out of the hands of the
Jebusites. God owned this act of faith, and chose
the place from that time “to place his name
there.” That which had been the stronghold of
the enemy is to be henceforth the brightest spot
of all. But the glory of the victory is not com-
plete until Psalm cxxxii. can be sung there, and
David can say in the words of Moses: “Arise,
O Lord, into thy resting place, thou and the ark
of thy strength.” This leads to fresh exercises of
heart, and to fresh lessons of human weakness.
Yet David is a Kohathite in heart, and shews, as
is clear from the end of chapter v., that dependence
on God was his habit; and he finds in practice
that God is for him,

But now comes a very different scene. David
had been faithful in fighting the enemy : he has
to be tested as to faithfulness in God’s house.
Then is manifested of how real danger to the
soul is the moment after a victory has been
gained. The ark has to be carried up to Mount
Zion ; but David does not think of the Kohathites.
His mind is full of the victories God has given
him, and he gathers together 30,000 chosen men
of Israel, and consults with every leader about
bringing up the ark. (1 Chron. xiv.) He only
finds the world’s wisdom with them, but does not
detect it : and they imitate the Philistines with
their cart and oxen. But the oxén stumble,
Uzzah puts forth his hand to steady the ark and
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is smitten, and David, displeased, carries it aside
into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

Why was it that God allowed the oxen to
stumble 2 How is it that David has to give up
his enterprise with shame, whereas when the
Philistines did the very same thing all went
right, and God was glorified ? It was as David
himself owned soon after, because “ we sought
him not after the due order.”

The Kohathites were not in their right place.
God allowed this to be worked out to its full re-
sult, in order that David’s heart might be fully
tested and brought into the light of His presence.
David’s thought of bringing up the ark was very
beautiful, but he forgot “the due order.” Like
the Galatians in an after day, he replaced the
service of the sanctuary by the Philistine cart
and oxen, and did not do it even so well as they:
and so it generally happens when God’s saints
imitate the world. It seemed so simple and
natural ; but because it was so, it was manifestly
of the world. Tt was not God’s way.

David however learned the lesson; and when
afterwards he set the Kohathites in their proper
place, God “helped them ” as they bore the ark
-of the covenant, and the joy in Israel was legiti-
mate and blessed. At cvery stage of the Levites’
onward progress, they offered a bullock and a ram.

But to return to Numbers iv. There was a
special injunction as to the Kohathites that we
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do not find in the case of the other Levites. The
Lord said: “ Cut ye not off the tribe of the families
of the Kohathites from among the Levites: but
thus do unto them, that they may live, and not
die, when they approach unto the most holy
things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and
appoint them every one to his service and to his
burden : but they shall not go in to see when
the holy things are covered, lest they die.”
There was danger for them that did not exist
in the same way for others; for they were
in the place of greatest nearness to God. God
will not suffer in His presence that which is not
worthy of Himself. e does not interfere with
the world in its sin. He lets that go on its way
until the judgment. But He will be sanctified in
those that draw near to Him, and for them
especially exists the danger of being cub off if
unsubject to the order of the sanctuary. This
was what did happen on the day of the consecra-
tion of Aaron. The nearer we are to God, the
more careful we must be to do everything accord-
ing to God’s order. Only after the holy things
were covered were they to come and take them.
They were separated by God to this special
service, but they were not allowed to exceed it or
look upon the holy things.

What instruction is there for us in this? Is it
not,notallowing thenaturalman, the curiosity of an
unsanctified heart, to satisfy itself with that which
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God has put in His house to set forth the glory
of Christ ? The natural man must not be allowed
to trespass here, even to admire. God has given
us His truth in order that the truth may command
us, may rule our hearts and form our ways; it is
not for the natural man to admire or to erificise
it. And those who were in the greatest danger
of doing this were those who were brought the
nearest. God will have the conscience exercised
as to His presence, as to what it is to have to do
with Him. The sense of this in the soul is like
the ballast in a vessel. The unladen ship must
have ballast. All may go well if the wind
happens to be gentle and favourable, but without
ballast, if a storm rises, the ship must be lost.
God, having brought us in Christ into a position
of the greatest nearness and privilege, and having
given us a naturc capable of enjoying Him, will
not have our natural minds working about His
truth, or enjoying it as a natural man might en-
joy it. Want of care as to this gets us out of the
current of God’s thoughts, and leads into the
state of the Galatians, who having begun in the
Spirit, went on to make a fair show in the flesh.
We may enjoy God’s truth in a fleshly way; but
then God comes in in judgment.

May our hearts be so exercised before Him
that we may become apt to learn more of His
thoughts about service and testimony in com-
munion with His own dear Son.
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That which is nearest to the Lord’s heart is
the church for which He gave Himself. « Christ
loved the church and gave himself for it.” Have
T got anything in my heart that answers to the
Lord’s as to this ? God has brought us into com-
munion with His own firstborn Son, and will have
our hearts set upon Christ’s interests, our thoughts
occupied with Him, that we may be able to un-
derstand with all sqints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that we
might be filled with all the fulness of God.”
United by the Holy Ghost to all saints in Christ,
you cannot isolate yourself from them without
practically giving up the testimony and service
He has appointed, and ignoring holiness as God
has set it forth in Christianity. The Kohathites
must work together.

Of course we do not find the church as the
body of Christ in the Old Testament, but we do
find there the “ order ” of the house of God, and
in those who are brought so near to God as the
Kohathites were, we have a distinet indieation of
what He seeks in those whom He has now made
nigh in His Son.

First, they are under the power of the truth;
they bear it on their shoulders, valuing it, and
caring for it as that which is most precious.
Secondly, they walk together; and what keeps
them together too is the position of service in
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which they are set in dependence upon God.
Thirdly, they do not seek to satisfy the craving
of the natural heart with God’s holy things;
they walk as to them in God’s presence in the
Spirit, so as not to satisfy the lust of the
flesh. These are the three characteristics of the
Kobhathites..

What a comfort and joy it is to the heart to
know that God has brought His people so near to
Himself that He may bless them there according
to His own thoughts ! Surely He desires for us
that we may be practically under the power of
the place in which He has set us “1N CHRIST.”
The tendency of human nature is always to
measure things by the amount of outward bless-
ing or success. It characterises very much so-
calle@®christian work in the day we live in. But
if T am really on God’s ground, I shall be content
with knowing that His eye is ever on His saints,
and that He thinks of the appointed place and
measure and sphere of service that He has allotted
to each of His own. In this He is sovereign;
but if living in the sanctuary and furnished with
His thoughts, we shall get intelligent in discern-
ing His ways, and find ever fresh occasions of joy
in tracing them out. Personally we have to ask
ourselves, Am I in the place where He wishes me
tobe? Am I occupied with the service of His
Son in the path of obedience, and in constant de-
pendence upon Him, allowing no principle of the
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flesh or of the world to come in between me and
Him so as to hinder my adopting His divine
“order”? All the rest must be left in His hand.

The Lord has put His name upon us, and calls
us to do whatever we have to do for His sake.
“1 know thy works” Weakness is no real
hindrance, for if felt as it ought to be, it only
draws us nearer to Him, and becomes the oppor-
tunity for His grace to shine forth, and His
strength to be made perfect in it. To such He
says, “ I have set before thee an open door which
no man can shut.” God will have us hold the
truth in communion with Himself (otherwise it
has no power over the soul), in order that we
may be found going quietly forward as His wit-
nesses, “ led of the Spirit,” and with the constant
sense of being in His presence under the Power
of the truth He has revealed to us.

We shall find that it is the cross of Christ
which furnishes the seeret of power for tesii-
mony : “always bearing about in the body the
dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be
marnifested in our body.” May it be more and
more so with us, through the infinite grace of
God. fw. o 1]
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JOSHUA III.

Tuxr first great question is, What is Jordan?
What does it represent # What is the antitype?

One very important thing in connection with it
is, that if you do not know the antitype you never
understand the type; nothing has been a more
fruitful source of mischief than trying to explain
the type without knowing the antitype. Thus
those who do not understand Paul’s teaching can
never interpret the Old Testament. The apostle
puts his own teaching in 2 Timothy iii. alongside
01d Testament scriptures.

Well, now, as to the Jordan people say, “ Jordan
is a type of our natural death.” If so, what, I
ask, is Gilgal? Why, it must be purgatory,
for Gilgal comes after Jordan!. You see at
once the inconsistency of the interpretation. If
you understand Paul’s doctrine, you will see
that Ephesians is the antitype of Joshua. I may
add that an important principle in connection
with this subject is, in practice never to be below
the type.

Now let us turn to the chapter before us, and
. see what the type is.
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It is a type of the truth that we are dead with
Christ. It is not the Red Sea. You do not
know the Red Sea and the Jordan at the same
time ; antitypically they occurred at the same
moment, for Christ died but once; and these
are two aspects of His death. In the Red Sea
He meets all the enemies: that is the aspect of
His death towards God. At the Jordan it is its
aspect towards me.

Now what do we learn at the Red Sea ? It is
a very important history, but I do not dwell
on it now. I will only say that the Red Sea
is where Christ in His death removed every atom
of the offensive thing from before the eye of God ;
there every power was overcome ; it is not merely
the blood screening from judgment. In Exodus
xii. the people have the sense of being sheltered
from judgment by the blood; but at the Red
Sea the whole thing is judicially removed from
the eye of God for ever. The old man has been
crucified at the cross, that the body of sin might
be destroyed ; hence the Egyptians seen to-day
are to be seen no more for ever. It is not Egypt.
Egypt is the place where the judgment was. The
Egyptian is the person on whom the judgment
came. That is in figure the old man; that brought
judgment on the place,and that is gone completely ;
as we get in one of the Psalms: “There was not
one of them left.” That is what God has done
for the people, and they are brought to God.
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Romans iii. answers to Exodus xii. ; Romans v..
gives more the idea of Exodus xv.; everything is
clear. Christ is risen from the dead ; not a single
disturbing thing is left ; all of it is gone from the
eye of God, and therefore there is peace. There
was never peace till Christ rose from the dead.
People think it very dreadful to say so, but how
could there be peace until the battle were over? I
do not say there was not victory ; victory is when
you have overcome the enemy, but peace is when
you have silenced him. All our enemies are sunk
like lead in the mighty waters. “ He entered
into death that he might destroy him who had
the power of death, that is the devil.” If you do
not understand the Red Sea, it is no use going on
to the Jordan.

Jordan is another aspeet of the death of Christ,
it is our death with Christ, while the Red Rea
is His death for us. The thing I learn in Jordan
is, that I am carried over through Christ’s deatl:
to the place where Christ is, by the Spirit of God.
If I were dead I should be happy, I should o
to heaven ; but the question is, Can I get over
before I die? That is the entire question, and it
is the important thing that belongs to us, and
not to the millennial saints. God does not
deal now with the man that has rejected His
Son, but He changes the rebel into a member-
of the body of Christ; while in the millennium
the rebel will be turned into a subject, becaus:
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the King will be here. The King is not here now.
What then does God do? Through divine
grace He changes him into a member of the
body of Christ.

There will be no Jordan in the millennium,
and it will not be necessary to get across then,
because Christ will be here. The great thing
mow is to get across to the place where Christ is
now. Would you like to go? Well you are across,
though you have not found it out. Christ would
not have it otherwise than that we should be
with Him where He is. It would not be enough
for Him, that we should only be clear in
the sight of God, and rejoicing in the victory.
No, He would have us in the place where He is.
But you could not get into the place unless death
had come in,

Death %as come in; in Jordan we die with Him;
it is not there He for us. Thank God, He Aas
died for us, and done the work perfectly to the
satistaction of the heart of God for ever. He
has never any question about me, never. He
never sees me in the flesh again. Alas, I may
go back to it! But, as one has said, “ Woe betide
me if I do,” because God must judge the root of
it in me, and that is the trouble a believer has
now—not to be forgiven merely what he has
done, but that the root may be judged. Peter
was forgiven for a long time before the root was
Jjudged; and that is restoration. “Then will 1
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sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall be
clean.” Not forgiven only, but cleansed. The
root must be judged. But, you say, it may
spring again. Yes, but the least likely bit to
grow is the one you dread.

There is another thing in Exodus iii. 8: God
says, “I am come down to deliver them out of
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto
a land flowing with milk and honey.” That was
the purpose of God concerning His people, and
that Christ has accomplished. Have you a doubt
about it ¢ It is accomplished. He has done it
perfectly. Some one may say, I never knew it.
And why ? Because you never cared for it. But
do you think God does not care whether you
have it or not ? It is the deep delight of His
heart that you should enjoy it. Caleb could say,
If the Lord delights in us He will bring us in,

Did you ever consider in the case of the prodigal
son, who it is delights to bring him in ? Why, it
is the Father. It is the delight of the Father,
then the delight of the prodigal. It is He who
says, “ Bring hither the fatted calf and kill it;
and let us eat and be merry;” let him share the
joys of my house. The fact is, beloved friends,
and it is a wonderful thing to say it, God never
had one to share the joys of His house until the
prodigal came ; not one. Not one could He have
till Christ came. The thief on the cross was

E
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the first sample brought up to share divine joys
in company with the Son of God. Who can deny
it 2 But, you say, were there not many saved
before ? Yes, but never brought into the place
in company with Christ, because Christ was not
there. Think of the delight with which He said:
“This day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

I desire to call your attention to the fact that
God never had a people to share His joys till now.
Hence He says to the servants, “ Bring hither the
fatted calf.” The fatted calf was the thing re-
served, and reserved until the guest came. Who
was the guest ? The poor sinner brought in by
the Son: that is the guest. The lost sheep
brought in on the Shepherd’s shoulders, and by
the power of the Spirit working in that same
prodigal. The Shepherd had given His life for
him, the Holy Spirit had accomplished a divine
work in his soul, and the Father was waiting to
receive him with unspeakable delight. “It is
meet,” He said, “ that we should make merry and
be glad.”

That is what answers to the passage I have
read in Exodus. God would bring them into the
land flowing with milk and honey. But Moses
never did; it was Joshua who brought them in.
What is the antitype? First the gospel is, that
the joys of heaven are made known to me, a sinner
here upon the earth, by the Holy Ghost come down
from heaven. “The kingdom of heaven is not meat
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and drink, but righteousness, and peace,and joy in
the Holy Ghost.” The gospel is, I am delivered
from Egypt, and I have the Spirit sent down from
a glorified Saviour to light up my heart with the
joys of heaven, the joys of the Father’s house,
until T come home. Thus the Spirit comforts me
until I come home. That is the gospel. Now I
come to the church.

Well, not only is God’s Son up in heaven, but
God has brought up His own to enjoy heaven
now. We are not there fully yet; but the point
is, we can comse to the spot now where Christ is;
that is,in spirit. As we sometimes sing :

¢ In gpirit there already.”

or, as we sang just now :

“ And see the Spirit’s power
Has oped the heavenly door ;
Has brought me to that favour’d hour,
‘When toil shall all be o’er.”

Have you got the right of entrance there, and
have you ever been there ? That is the question.

T ask then first, What is your title ? We havesa
right to be there because Christ has cleared away
the whole thing that hindered. You may say, I
see that, but I bave never enjoyed being there.
That is true perhaps, and I go with you in that
and say, would that I enjoyed it more; still, the
fault is not with God ; it is our own. A person
may not enjoy it, but there it is for him. Whether
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he does enjoy it, is practically to be known by the
way he is at his work. I say to a working man,
Would you like to go home? Oh yes, he says,
that is what I long for. I never see a man
well-ordered who has no home. A Christian
is not right if he has not a home. Where is
his home ? Up there above. “In spirit there
already.”

You get the idea in Psalm xxiii. : “ He maketh
me to lie down in green pastures, he leadeth me
beside the still waters.” It is refreshment, and
therefore it is said, “ He restoreth my soul.” He
invigorates it. It is not “ Whene'er I go astray ;”
that is not the right thought. This restoration
is to help you on, to invigorate you. Like a
man going to rest at night at home in very happy
circumstances, and in the morning he goes forth
cheerfully to his work; or like a person going
out warm on a cold day—that is exactly the
idea. It is the delight of God to have us there,
and the Spirit come down leads us there.

It must surely greatly interest me to see the
delight the Father has that the prodigal tastes
the joys of His house. That is the gospel—a
wonderful thing. But when I come to the church,
and know that Christ, cast out of this earth, has
been raised up to heaven, and seated on the right
hand of God, I understand how the purpose God
had before Him, has been brought about: that His
people should now through the Spirit, and death
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with Christ, travel there and enjoy the very spot
where He is. This is greater still.

-Hawe you ever been to this place 2 Would you
like to go there ? Will you go there? That is-
the question raised, and that I want you to
answer. “ Wilt thou go with this man ?° What!
leave all my associations here, kindred and every
tie, to go with Him ? Yes! Rebekah has heard
such an account concerning Isaac that she will
go to him where he is.

You could never be satisfied with or enjoy the
mere relation of the facts. How could you ?
Suppose I tell a boy at school, who has never had
a home, to go to such-and-such a place and he
would find it his home. e might say, I was
never there. The fact is he has no idea of a home,
and has no power to fix his heart upon it. He has
neither father nor mother; he is an orphan. It
is not that he can be so happy at school as
at home, but he has no tie to a parent, or he
would be glad to go home; it could not be other-
wise, It matters not how happy the school may
be, or the things here. The question I put
to my heart is, “ Wilt thou go with this man ?” If
you had found out the preciousness that is in
Christ, would you not long to go to the place
where He is ?

I know what some say, Can we not have Him
with us here? That is like Orpah: she kissed
her mother-in-law, but she would not go with her.
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She could not leave her country, she did not love
enough ; Naomi was not indispensable to her. If
the Lord were indispensable to me, this Joshua iii.
would be the delight of my heart. You say,
would you go and leave everybody and every-
thing ? Yes! But do not say, beloved friends,
“leave everybody;’ because, mark the practical
effect, you would come back to them a befter
man if you had crossed over. If you went over
there, and.entered into what belongs to you there,
you would come back a better man. In Colossians
a man is told not to be bitter to his wife; but
in Ephesians, where he comes from heaven,
he is told to “love his wife as Christ loved the
church.” You see how great that is. It is an
advantage to all, because he comes back to resume
his ties, and fulfil his obligations, in a better way.

Well, there are three reasons for our cross-
ing over: first, the delight the Father has in
having us there, and the delight of Christ in
having us there, and, secondly, our delight in be-
ing with Him ; and a third is, it is what suits us,
because we have a heavenly nature. No place
else suits us, because we are like exotics.
We have got into the sunlight, and it suits us.
I say, I can enjoy myself now! I come home
from business cares, from being always on the
alert, all the day long, and now I relax myself, I
am at ease ; around me all suits me,

But there is another thing I have already
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alluded to, and it is this: If you do not go over,
and do not become acquainted with Christ’s cir-
cumstances there, you never can demonstrate
Him down here. I can understand a person say-
ing, I do not know how to do this. You may be
a very good wilderness man, but not a heavenly
one. He is not a thorough Frenchman who has
never been to France. You may be a redeemed
man running on o heaven, but that is not
being in heaven. An Ephesian is one coming
from heaven. He is not only raised up, but he
knows he is raised up, to the spot where Christ
is; he has by faith crossed over to heaven,
and now comes back from it; and yet still is in
the place where Christ is in spirit, though not yet
inbody. But He will “change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the mighty working whereby he is
able even to subdue all things unto himself.”
Then in body too, we shall be with Him for ever.

Let me dwell a little on the subject, to explain
what I mean. If I die, I shall go to heaven; I
may have a happy death-bed; but I call that
dissolution. Now I am going to use a new word,
which I trust will make it plain. I call Jordan
Liberation. 1 call actual death dissolution.

I trust I have stated to you plainly that
God has accomplished it all; and if I am not
enjoying it, it is because I do not care about it;
and in practice, God does not “ cast his pearls be-
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fore swine.” There is nothing more pernicious
practically with ourselves than exhibiting more
affection than is valued. If you value it, His
word to you is, “I love them that love me, and
those that seek me early shall find me.” It is
not that it is not there for all alike, but you do not
enjoy it because you do not value it. If you
valued it, you would e in it, for “To him that
hath, shall more be given.” It is blessed truth I
am telling you; but of what use is it telling it to
you, if you do not care for it, do not value it ?

Now, I will explain. You know what a
happy death-bed is. I have seen a person
so really filled with the sense of the blessed-
ness of being with Christ in heaven, that
there was actual delight at the thought of being
released. That is dissolution. The last tie and
the greatest is broken. The greatest tie is the one
you cling to most ; it is the hardest thing to get
rid of. There is a saying, that if you had twenty-
one links to this earth, and twenty of them were
broken, you would stick to the last harder than
all the twenty. Dissolution is, the links are all
worn out, and a man gets a brighter sense of
what it is to go.

T visited a poor woman on her death-bed who
had a large family. I said something to her
about them, but she replied, “ I could not turn my
attention to them now. I could not be disturbed
now from the delight I have in the prospect of
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soon being with the Lord.” She was ready for
dissolution.

I believe there are hundreds who are really
over Jordan in spirit, who have never accepted
Jordan—never accepted liberation. They have
learned they have a Saviour in the glory,
and know the perfect satisfaction they have in
that scene of light, because of their Saviour there,
but they have not accepted Jordan ; that is, their
tie to the earth is not cut. You say, what should
I do if every tie here was cut 2 Well, that is the
proof that you have not liberation; and if you
say your natural death only ean do it for you,
you are making liberation less than dissolution.
In a spiritual death-bed you are still in the body;
in a natural one you leave it; and yet I say the
former is the greatest. Paul says, “to God I am
besidemyself,”lost altogether. ThatiswhatJordan
is; that is what liberation is. It is not merely
I ought to be, but I.am loosened to everything
by the commanding attraction of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the delight of heart I have to go to
the place where He is. The known welcome that
awaits me in that scene enables me to say, I must
stand loose to all here. That is not when we
come to a death-bed, but when in the prime of
life, and surrounded with everything here that
the scene can afford to make one happy in it;
when I have found out that I can cross over, that
I am over, I know that it is better to be there.
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How ? Turn to the antitype : just read one
verse shewing this in Ephesiansi. “That ye may
know...what is the exceeding greatness of his
power to usward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power which he wrought
in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and
set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places.” That is the power that has taken me up’
with Christ: the same power that has brought
Christ up has brought me up. Is that a known
thing ? If you have not known it, you cannot
enjoy it. You may say as in Peter, I am in the
pathway. Yes, following His steps, and you may
be suffering for righteousness’ sake, and watching
against the power of the enemy and the like.
And that is all very blessed, but that is the wil-
derness, and this is a different thing altogether.
I am not dwelling on that side now; I am trying
to set the other before you, and to lead you to
delight in it, and to see the delight the Lord has
in having you where He is.

Turn now to Luke ii. 29. “ Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation.” That is dissolution, not
liberation : Simeon is going to die. I hold libera-
tion is, that I am cleared by Christ’s death from
every tie to this world, and I have gone up to
the spot where He is, and come back again to
resume every tie in a new power. If I did not
get over I could not do it. What power do I
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come back with ? A heavenly power. Do you
think that is an extraordinary thing ? But if you
know the Father’s heart, and Christ’s heart,
you cannot for a moment doubt the reality of
it. Christ is raised up by the mighty power of
God. Now, the members of His body are
brought up by that same power. All are raised
up. AlU.

You may say, I never enjoyed it. Perhaps
not, but it does not make it the less true. A child
when he is born has five senses : it is a long time
before he knows he has them, but it is none the
less true. A child may be born a prince, but he
does not know it; and this is like many Christians.
But what is the worst part is that they do not care
to know it. When the apostle is writing to the
Ephesians, he lets his heart flow out, for they were
in a fit state to receive what he had to impart.
Hence he says, “When I heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus,and love unto all the saints,cease
not to give thanks for you” I want the “eyes
of your hearts to be enlightened.” I want you
to know these things, for you are in a condition
for it.

Simeon’s case is a happy death-bed: but it
is not liberation. There is a perfect sense that
all is cleared, but he wants to go away, and
not to come back again, . Liberation is: I am
going clean away, but though I go away thus,
I shall come back again a new kind of person, in
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a new power ; a new person influenced by the
place where I have been.

Look now at Stephen. ¢ But he being full of
the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God.” I say, beloved friends,
that is liberation. He had not a single regret;
he gladly gave up everything—everything for
Christ. He went to the other side before he
died ; he was perfectly over. Christ had gone in
and cleared the way for him. If the way had
not been cleared, he could not have gone over. It
was a new thing which was never opened out be-
fore. Heaven opened to a believer for the first -
time. Now Stephen is brought into liberation.
And this is true for us all. How ? By the Spirit
of God, who abides in me down here. I do
not say we have all visions like that, but we have
the thing. This is the opening of the new line, if
I may so speak, and all must go by it some day:
but what I want you to know, and what I am
seeking to get definitely before you, is that we
may go over now. Do you enter into the delight.
the Father has that you should enjoy the
place where Christ is? As a believer in the
work of His Son, He sends down the joys of
heaven by the Holy Ghost to you here; that is
the fatted calf; and now in spirit He will have
you come up to the place where the joys are.
Therefore in the prayer in Ephesians iii, the
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apostle says, “ That he would grant you aceord-
ing to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” That
is the answer to Deuteronomy xxvi. “And the
Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a
mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and
with great terribleness, and with signs, and with
wonders : and he brought us into this place, and
hath given us this land, even a land that floweth
with milk and honey.” ‘

Thank God, I can go over now. It is my right,
and it suits me to go, and I have preponderating
reasons besides this. I know it is the delight
of the Father’s heart to have me there. I
have the sense that I am in the very scene now
where my Lord is, and there to get properly
qualified for His service. What is my duty
now ? The bride’s duty: to set forth that blessed
One on the earth where He is not. How do I get
qualified ? By having to do with Christ’s things
where He is. That is the difference between
heaven and the wilderness. In the wilderness
Christ supports me in my circumstances: in
heaven I am in His circumstances.

I am in the wilderness always in one sense;
but I have to stand for Christ here; and I stand
here in the power of the Lord.

In Psalm xxii, I see that there is nothing
against me,that Christ has not met, and over-
come for me. In consequence of this, Stephen
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can stand superior to everything here. The
holiness of God has been maintained by the
work of Christ, and now, if I take the order
in this psalm, I see how he meets all the
power of evil First, there is the reproach
of the people. Stephen is superior to it. In
the power of Christ, the power that put him up
" there, he is superior to the power against Christ
here. He is a heavenly man, he is above
his circumstances and standing for Christ; and
as to the reproach of the people he is superior
to it. What about the bulls of Bashan—ecclesi-
astical power ? Superior. What about bodily
weakness—being brought into the dust of death?
Superior. What about the lion—Satan? Superior.
What about the horns of the umnicorn—death ?
Superior, superior to them all! As to his mur-
derers, so superior that he could kneel down and
pray for them. He was there to set forth a
rejected Christ upon the earth in His own power.
He is over Jordan; he had liberation before
dissolution.

Let us turn to another example in Philippians i.
“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a de-
sire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is
far better: nevertheless to abide in the flesh is
more needful for you” Paul longs for dis-
solution, but still he is quite ready to stay; but
he says, “To be with Christ is far better.”
You say, perhaps, he was never there. Yes, he
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was in paradise as “a man in Christ.” How
did he get there ? By his own death? No,
Christ’s death had relieved him of all the en-
cumbrances connected with the flesh; “Whether
in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell.”
He was set so free that he could rise up in the
Spirit to the very spot where Christ is. He would
like to remain there, but it was needful for the
Philippians he should remain here, and he says,
“I know I shall remain.”

Now turn back to Joshua for a moment. You
understand now, beloved friends, what I feel in
speaking on a chapter like this. I say that we
all ought to be delighted, we all ought to be
ready to leave everything here to go over there.
What, if you get happy in the Lord ? Yes, when
you are happy in the Lord, what comes into your
mind ? T do not think when you are thoroughly
happy in the Lord that either the greatest
mercy or the greatest sorrow comes into your
mind. That is what comforts many a one who
is really over in spirit, but who has not accepted
Jordan.

I want you to accept Jordan. That is libera-
tion. I am over through Christ’s death. Through
my own death I shall get to heaven when I
die. But the question is, Can I get the power
to reach there now ? 1 say you ought to be glad
to hear that you cam. Like as to a school-
boy I say, Would you not like to go home?
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His parents might be constantly sending him
favours at the school, but do you think all these
would satisfy him ? No, he says, I would rather
go home. That is the very spirit I want you and
all to have. I thank God I can go home because
of Christ’s death; I am not waiting for my own
death. I can go over yonder and get qualified
now; otherwise it is no use trying to act for
Christ here. I say if you have not been over
you have not the real thing, you do not know
how to go on in testimony for Christ. Not all
the books in the world will teach children how to
behave ; it is the way they are brought up at .
home ; it is the associations they are in. And so
with you. It is by beholding the glory of the
Lord, you are changed into the same image.

“ Hereby shall ye know that the living God is
among you,” says Joshua. That is exactly what
Stephen finds. The power that put him up there,
that power enables him to stand superior to the
whole force of the enemy here. He stood un-
swervingly against all his foes. And that not
merely as a stone wall, but with divine feeling ;
kneeling down, he prayed for the men who were
battering him to death.

What is it to have the power of Christ?
Where do I get it? By going up there. In
Ephesians i the power comes to put you up
there ; and then, after shewing you that place
(and in Ephesians let me add, it is not so much
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the joy of it as the benefits of it), you come down
in the third chapter with the power that is now
in you. There you get power, never-failing
power; but this power is little entered into.
Where do the gifts come from ? From that same
place, and oh, what a place it is!

One thing more. You will find in dissolution
as well as in liberation that there is not a drop of
water. The waters rose up very far from the
city Adam ; there was not a drop to be seen; all
was clear.

Now the feeling I have myself is this. If I
knew liberation better, I should meet death
better. I have no doubt many a soul finds when
the question of dissolution comes, the moment of
death, he knows he is not over. But I say I am
by grace over. I am in liberation; I go over to
be qualified, and I come back here a new kind of
person. I do not think there is a single practical
thing in the Epistle to the Ephesians you can do
if you are not a heavenly man. You have not
the requisite power else. How else could a man
love his wife “as Christ loved the church "2
You might be an extremely amiable, a devoted
and affectionate man, but it is another thing to
love as Christ loved the church. You have not
the power for it, hence your best love is un-
like Christ’s love to the church. How could these
words be addressed to any man, except one who
came with Christ’s power 2 Every other practi-

F
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cal thing is just the same. We are to love one
another “as Christ loved us and gave himself for
us,” If Iturn to Romans I find a different thing
altogether. There, “ Love is the fulfilling of the
law.” But in Ephesians it touches everything ;
wives, children, servants, and all. Not a word
about children in Romans, Peter, or Hebrews. Not
a word about these for a wilderness man. Only in
Colossians and Ephesians do you get the children
mentioned. And why ? Because here you have
come up to God, and you can take in the whole
scope of His grace. In Romans you are a de-
livered sinner on the earth, and your family is not
touched on. In Peter the wives are mentioned
but not the children.

Oh, the immense blessedness of having this
power, when we come to the practical side of our
lives as Christians here! For this I need to keep
my heart more fixed upon the place where Christ
is. Nothing will draw my heart there like
dwelling on the delight the Father has that I
should be there, and the delight of the One who
has brought me there. There I learn the
blessedness and the freshness of His love, and
there I become qualified to stand for Him in the

place where He is not.
(3.B.8)
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JosEUA V. 10-12

GiLeAL follows immediately the crossing of Jor-
dan, the antitype of which is in Ephesians i. By
the power of God we were brought over when
Christ rose from the dead. Then we all went up
with Him. We do not know it perhaps. Born
princes, as I have said, are sometimes a long time
before they find out what they are. So we are
sometimes a long time before we find out that in
God’s mind we were over when Christ rose.
After Jordan comes Gilgal. First T will notice
the difference between Gilgal and Marah. Marah
is in Exodus xv. 23. Marah is when you enter
the wilderness ; Gilgal when you enter Canaan,
which is typically the heavenly places. One
is in the wilderness and the other in heaven.
All turns upon this. Marah is drinking death,
the bitter water of the Red Sea. Christ has
gone through death for us, and cleared us of
everything ; we take our place in the wilder-
ness, and now comes suffering in the flesh,
clearly not suffering for sin, for Christ has cleared
all that away. It is important to understand
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the difference between Marah and Gilgal. Every
Christian knows something of Marah. He could
not be a Christian without it.

In 1 Peter iv. weread : “ As Christ has suffered
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind ; for he that hath suffered in the
flesh hath ceased from sin.” That is Marah.
The cross is the tree thrown into the waters,
and they are sweet because the cross is there.
This is the antitype of the passage in Exodus:
“ Arm yourselves likewise with the same mind.”
For instance, I go into a room, and see something
is on the table that I would like to appropriate,
but it is not mine, and I do not. I walk
out of the room instead. Well, I have ceased
from sin. It would be sin to like it, and I did not
take it. I suffered in the flesh; I ceased from
sin. It was not that there was no sin in
me, but I have ceased from it: I have drunk
the bitter water made sweet through Christ’s
death.

Let me however say this: the wilderness to me
is a very different thing from what it was to
Israel. To them there was nothing in it to allure
them. Theycould onlyhave tempting thingsbefore
them by thinking of Egypt. But there are plenty
of things around me to tempt me, because I am
in the same place, and perhaps doing the same
business as before I was converted.  Egypt to me
yesterday is the wilderness to-day. Yesterday I
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had the world with its order and rule to depend
upon ; to-day I have nothing to depend upon for
a single moment but God.

I will illustrate the difference. There is a man
selling apples at the corner of the street, and some
ruffianly man comes and overturns his stall. What
does he do ? Hecalls a policeman. That is Egypt.
But now he is converted, and he is no longer in
Egypt, but in the wilderness, and selling his
apples at the corner of the street as before ; and
the same wicked man comes and knocks down
his stall again. Well, what does he do now ?
Does he call the policeman? No, he commits it
to his Father; he says, I must bring in death
upon the flesh now instead of gratifying it.

Now this is very different from Israel. In
Egypt they could have the leeks and the onions
and the garlic, but not in the wilderness; while
I have them all around me. Therefore Peter says,
“ Abstain from fleshly lusts that war against the
soul.” And it is important to understand this
difference. You are perhaps a person of unblem-
ished character, but that does not give you im-
munity from suffering; you do suffer, but it is
from the open attacks of Satan, not the covert
ones; that is, you suffer from Amalek, the
enemy of the wilderness. Amalek came out and
fought against Israel in the wilderness. He is not
the enemy gf Canaan.

Romans does not take you out of the wilder-
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ness, There we read, “we through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body.”

In Hebrews we are running on to heaven, but
not there yet, nor do we get to the ground where
we can stand for Christ. It is not that you are
not on ground where you can be a real Christian,
conduct yourself rightly, and resist evil, but then
it is another thing altogether when we come to
Canaan. So in the history of Israel. There was
Pharaohthe enemyinEgypt, Amalekin thewilder-
ness, Balaam when they left the wilderness. Itwas
after the wars with Sihon king of the Amorites,
and Og the king of Bashan, that Balaam appeared.
Balaam’s object was to draw them into association
with the world. Then comes Jordan, and now I
am a dead man: man is gone, and I am on the
other side. Balaam could not do me any harm in
the land ; I am dead there through Christ.

We have come now to another ground, and the
only ground where we stand for Christ. If you
ask, What is the difference between the wilder-
ness and Canaan? I reply, In the wilderness
Christ supports me in my circumstances, but
in Canaan I stand in His circumstances.
Nothing can be clearer. We cannot now know
Christ on earth. As the apostle says: “Yea,
though we have known Christ after the flesh,
yet now henceforth know we him no more.”
Now we are in heaven, and our first lgsson is that
we are united to Him there, and like a faith-
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ful spouse, bound to represent that blessed One to
whom we are united; in the place where He isnot.
That is the thing we are called to, and every
true heart says, That is the very thing I would
like.

The result is that though I am in the eircum-
stances of the wilderness, I am above them. Iwill
illustrate this simply. Here is a poor woman with
many children, struggling on, and the Lord help-
ing her, and she thanking the Lord every day for
His mercies to her, and for His care ; her heart
bounding with delight in the prospect of the
eternal rest that is coming; and while thus
travelling on through the wilderness, one of her
~ benefactors comes in one day, and proposes some-
thing of a worldly nature to her, something of a
worldly advantage. But she replies, No, I cannot
accept that. She is thus above her circumstances,
she is standing for Christ now. But what is the
result ? That benefactor has become opposed
—perhaps bitterly opposed to her. But she is
unmoved. She says, I will stand for my Lord. I
am getting through the wilderness because He
stands for me, but now I stand for Him.
Through Him I am across death, and on the other
side, risen with Him.

Now I turn to Colossians iii. to explain Gilgal.
The Colossians were intelligent and nice
Christians. This is clear from what the apostle
says, “ We give thanks to God. ... since we heard
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of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the
love ye have to all the saints.” In chapter 1iii
he says: “If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek the things that are above where Christ
sitteth.”

I do not think we have, properly speaking,
the old corn of the land here; there may be
allusion to it lower down in the chapter, in “ the
peace of Christ to which we are called in one
body.” That is the corporate thing ; but here it
is individual. I am risen with Christ; but in
Ephesians I am not only over Jordan, but I learn
what will fit me for Christ here. I do not get
that in Colossians at all. It is what we get in
Ephesians. There the almighty power of God
carries me over ; there is not a word about me;
not even my conversion. It does not touch my
side at all, except as to my state, dead in sins; ib
is God’s side. Well, now comes, “ If ye then be
risen with Christ . . . . Set your affections on
things above.”

There are only two places for blessing, earth and
heaven. Often a person may not be worldly, but
he is earthly; then he is not heavenly. “Set
your affections on things above, not on things on
the earth, for ye are dead.” You do not get that
in' Romans. There it is, “ Reckon yourselves
dead.” Here man is gone altogether; this man
is the practical difficulty in the way of acting
for Christ ; you must not bring in this man at all.
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“The weapons of our warfare are not carnal”—
that is, not merely evil, but fleshly.

Now we come to Gilgal, and I will now try to
explain what it is. “Ye are dead,” says the
apostle ; then “ mortify your members which are
upon the earth.” It is not merely bringing death
upon a thing as it arises, but now the whole
thing is rolled off; the reproach of Egypt is
rolled away; that is Gilgal. It is not only that
you are dead, but you roll off the reproach of
Egypt. I not only put off the bad things, but I
put off the flesh, the whole thing. I have
entirely done with that man. It is a most
wonderful thing to you, if you really know it
practically.

See what a practical difference there is between
Marah and Gilgal. In Marah you do not allow
the working of the flesh ; and you must continue
that in all your christian course, not allowing
the flesh to work. But in Gilgal it is
more ; the whole thing is rolled off. Put off
all these—* anger, wrath, malice,” &e. A person
carefully educated perhaps would not have
these, but he has others. Well, all must be put
off, and this on the ground that you are dead
with Christ. I am not to have one bit of what
belonged to the old man. I am disencum-
bered of the whole thing now, and I am occupy-
ing new ground.

You may say it is very difficult to understand
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it. In one sense it ¢s difficult, and you never can
understand it in a natural way. Our meetings
are often spoiled by trying to bring out natural
sentiment ; nothing of human sentiment can
help a Christian ; God does not want man’s mind.

If you ask, How am I to know the difference
between a natural sentiment and a spiritual
thought? Why, in this way. You will find a
human sentiment is exciting in its character;
a natural thought or sentiment elates you,
while a spiritual thought gives you the im-
pression of the greatness of it. You are
subdued with the greatness of it. A human sen-
timent, on the contrary, excites you just as
in a revival meeting. But there is sure to be
depression after it. Whereas the effect of the
mighty power of God in the word has the result
of making me long to be alone, that I may
know the virtue of what my ear has listened to,
and my heart has rested on. That is a very
different effect.

Still I can understand the difficulty; we are
but poor creatures, and have all been affected
more or less by beautiful sentiments, and we
know the exhilarating effects they have had on
us; but we also know that they do not last.
It is “like the crackling of thorns under a pot.”
But the divine has a subduing effect, and yet it
lays hold of you; and it shews the blessedness
of divine teaching. Still we know how difficult
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it is to keep clear of it. For instance, suppose a
meeting in a low state, and some one gives out a
hymn of an exciting character to raise the tone
of it. There may be a thrill, for a moment, but
it is soon over. It is mere excitement. There
is no excitement in the divine circle. There is a
sense of the divine; a sense that the blessed
Lord claims me ; it is not the expulsive power of
a new affection, but of a new Person. It is a very
blessed thing, but I am not a bit elated by it;
on the contrary, I am sensible of the weight,
of the blessedness of it. In one sense it puts me
out in order to take possession.

At Gilgal T am a new man. I am entirely
apart from the activities of the natural man,
amiable or not; Christ is all. There must be
nothing of myself—no human activities at all.
Of course there is the vessel still. The vessel is
the body, and the body is the Lord’s and He
can use it. But Christ is everything. This is
a very practical thing, and I love the subject;
because I believe if the soul gets hold of the
difference between Marah and Gilgal, it gets a
wonderful lift. I often think what a relief it
would have been to me had I known it sooner.
I have got rid of the old thing, and now I am
coming on to learn what suits Christ.

But you may say, Still the old thing comes back
again, and what are we to do with it ? John xiii.
just answers that. In Colossians,iii. you get
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standing, in John xiii.,, state. The Lord there
says, I will wash your feet, for «if I wash thee
not thou hast no part with me.” I have gone
into heaven, and I cannot have you there with
me unless you are clean, for nothing that defileth
can enter there. It is not merely forgiveness; it
is removal of defilement. Not forgiveness only,
but I am washed—washed and wiped ; that there
may be no sense of defilement. You cannot
be in heaven with the sense of defilement? Peter
was very devoted, and had great love for the
Lord ; but he was not in communion, for if you
are in communion there will be no reserve
between you and the Lord.

In Hebrews you get into the holiest, but there
you feel the perfect One has had to be “rent” to
let you, the imperfect one, in. But supposing
I fail now. Tere John xiii. 8 comes in. The
Lord says, I will wash your feet so that
there may not be a shadow of reserve on
your heart touching that thing in which you
failed. The action, perhaps, may be rapid or
slow; you will generally find that it is in pro-
portion to the depth of the offence; the deeper
the offence, the slower generally the recovery.
In Numbers xix. we have the ashes of the red
heifer, and the running water—the Spirit—for
applying them. The ashes are the token that judg-
ment has been here. Has been, not, is; it could
not be ashes if it were here now. Ashes are the
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token of accomplished judgment. And what
does it bring to your soul? The knowledge that
Christ has borne the judgment of God for that
bit of self-gratification in which you indulged.
It had disturbed your communion. Would that
we were more sensitive as to this!

But let me add one thing: You cannot disturb
communion unless you first have it. You may
have affection for Christ, and yet may never have
joined Him in the new place where He is, and
therefore you have not communion with Him. Tt
would have broken the disciples’ hearts not to
have joined Him where He was going; He had
so won their hearts that separation from Him
would have been unbearable. They would have
said like Ruth, “ Entreat me not to leave thee.”
But I have not to say this, for He tells me He
wants me to be with Him, blessed be His name!
And yet how loth we are to get into the new
place! How contented to have “no part with
Him,” although not a shadow of sin is left; in the
eye of God the root, the whole thing, is judged
in the cross. It is not that I am forgiven; that
which I deserved He bore, and 1 am clear, but it
is only in the new place that I can “ have part”
with Him. .

T have said so much upon Gilgal because of its
importance ; it is just this: the old man is left
outside. When a man is enlisted, he is brought
to the barracks, and once within the gates, he



78 - QUALIFICATION.

leaves behind all the old things which,as a civilian,
belonged to him; he is turned into a new
kind of person, he drops the dress, and walk,
and the tastes he had in former times, and he is
brought within the barrack gates, in order to be
fitted for the king’s army. That is what Gilgal
is; we are brought inside the gates.

Let us see then, what the Barracks are. First
of all, we are in the new place; the old thing is
gone in the death of Christ; it is all left behind.
We are dead with Him, and now raised up and
made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ.
I am not going to have, in this new place where
I am, any of that which I had before.

How is this effected practically? We get an
instance in Paul, when he says, “ Immediately I
conferred not with flesh and blood.” It is not
the question whether it is good or bad. People
draw distinctions and talk of what is good.
What does Paul say of it in Philippians ? «But
what things were gain to me, those I counted loss
for Christ.” He not merely gave up his sins, but
he gave up his righteousnesses too. He was glad
to give them up for the righteousness in Christ.
He says, I would be found “not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous-
ness which is of God by faith.” Not my sins, but
“my own righteousness ;” what was “gain to me;”
all that was gain to me as a man ; it is gone, and
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I come out on a new principle, to do everything
in the name of Christ. Thus I am qualified.

You do not get Ephesian walk in Colossians.
You get a good deal of what is very nice ; but the
saint is going on to, and looking to be prepared
for, the walk which you get in Ephesians. Do
you say, This is too high for us. The fact is,
we have all missed the mind of God, we have
been calling low things by high names, assuming
Ephesian walk where there is no Ephesian
walk at all

You may be on your way to heaven, as
in Hebrews; that is the wilderness walk, but
Ephesian walk is standing for Christ here;
above my circumstances for Christ, like Stephen.
Or like the woman I have already spoken of, not
only beautiful in her wilderness character, work-
ing her way through it, but when the test comes,
proved to be superior to her circumstances, and
able to stand for Christ. She got the power for it,
by going up to the Christ’s place. If Stephen
had not gone up, he could not have acted here in
the power of Christ. That is the power Paul
speaks of when he says, “ That the power of
Christ may rest upon me.” I get it by going
up; it is mine, but if I do not go up, I have not
got it. Hence it is, “ Hereby shall ye know
that the living God is among-you, and that he
will without fail drive out from before you the
Canaanites.”
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Well, now, we are inside the barrack gates, and
the first thing we come to inside is the passover.
Here the recruit is to be fitted for service for the
Lord, and the first great qualification is, to learn
what the love of Christ is in bringing me there.

Do you say, Could I not learn that on earth ?
No, you could not learn it in the same way. On
earth you are surrounded with all the hindrances,
like a man at his daily business. It is not in the
press of business that he learns what a happy
home he has. It is when he comes home, and sits
in the circle of his family, that his heart deepens
in the sense of his happy home, and what a
highly favoured man he is to have such circum-
stances. This was not the thing before him in
the pressure of business; it is not there that he
can enjoy the love of his home. Well, now,
when do I enjoy Christ’s love? When do I
learn His heart ? When I am there in the scene
of unspeakable delight, with the sense “There is
not a cloud above, not a spot within.” What
occupies me there? I dwell on the love that
brought me there, and the manner of that love too.
There is nobody who knows anything of the
heart but can affirm that it is so. When you are
at ease in your circumstances, you enjoy the love
of anybody most. Suppose you think of a parent’s
love to his child; it is when he is in happy cir-
cumstances he will have the greatest sense of it.
When the child is ill, he is full of interest and
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anxiety about it, and sympathises with it to
the utmost degree; but, I ask, When does he
enjoy that child most ? when it is ill? No,
when it recovers—when it is quite well. And so
God says, “He will rest in his love” When?
When all is over; when all the work is known ;
He will then “joy over you with singing.”
Because there will then be nothing to hinder the
heart from going fully out. Thus it is in the
passover, in the land, that we get the deepest
sense of the love of Christ.

Now turn to Exodus xii. Here we have the
passover in Egypt. I want you to see the
difference between the passover in Egypt and the
passover in Canaan. 1 often adduce this to
shew what a difference a place can effect. It is
the same feast, and yet they are quite different.
There were no bitter herbs in Canaan ; in Egypt
there were.

The passover in Egypt is, typically, what Paul
went through in the three days after his conver-
sion; he was feeding on the death of Christ;
tasting in his soul the sense of what Christ
passed through when He bore the judgment due
to him. In this passover I am sheltered by the
blood, and feeding on the sacrifice. That was
what Paul went through in those three days: he
learned what Christ went through to set him
without a cloud in the brightest glory.

How often at the Lord’s table we hear only

G
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of our sins having been put away. Well, that
is the passover in Egypt. The Lord’s supper is to
call Christ to your remembrance, not your benefits.
You cannot lose your benefits; but it is when
you are most in the enjoyment of the benefits,
that you most dwell on the Benefactor who
brought you into the benefits.

At the passover in Canaan we are on heavenly
ground. It is like Deuteronomy xxvi.: I am
brought up to the place ; I am put on a new
level ; not on the level of Adam, but on the
level of Christ. What am I thinking about
now ? I am thinking of the love of His heart in
bringing me to this wonderful position, and call-
ing me to remember what He did for me, and
to sit at His table in remembrance of Him.
Nowhere should we get such a sense of the love
of Christ as at the Lord’s supper, when we see
how that love led Him to go through death for
us. Paul could say, His work has cleared away
everything, and now I can go up alongside of
Him. I know what He went through for me, and
now I want to be where He is; and I believe,
beloved friends, the more deeply I get acquainted
with that realm of glory where He is, the more
my heart will revert to what that blessed One
went through to bring me to that blessed position.
See what they do when they are there with
Him in the Revelation: “And when those living
creatures give glory and honour and thanks to
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him that sat on the throhe, who liveth for ever
and ever, the four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power.” And again, “for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed to God by thy blood out of every
kindred and tongue and people and nation.”
Crowns are not pieces of metal; they are the
sense that I have reached the summit, and that
there I can fall down before Him and say, I
owe all this to Thy death. Hence you get in
Ephesians, “ That ye may know the love of Christ
that passeth knowledge.” That can be only
known by a person in heaven; I am there, and I
am remembering how I got there. He went down
to death for me, and “greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” “But God commendeth his love towards
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us”—simmners, mark ! not friends. And the
further I go on, and the more I know of the place
where that love has brought me, the greater
will be the sense I have of it.

My knowledge of His love grows the way in
which a tree grows, higher and deeper; the higher
the tree grows, the bigger the trunk becomes, so
that the trunk is always the thickest part of
the tree. And so the first acquaintance I have
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‘had with the love of Christ always has the largest
and deepest place in my soul. That is what He
did for me, and that is first love. The farther
you advance, the more that deepens. Look at a
tree; which part is the thickest? That which
grew first. Thus the first thing I was acquainted
with as a believer was the love which led Christ
to go down to death for me. Can I get any
lesson now better fitted to qualify me than that ?
No. Well, what shall I do? I will stand for Him
here. It is love for Him that makes me stand for
Him. Iam madea soldier in a moment. Isay,you
have touched my object, and I am sensitive to a
degree. It is not a question of who has done it, but
that you have touched Clrist. I sometimes illus-
trate it by shewing how a hen acts with her brood.
She is oneof themost timid of animals, but let a dog
approach her brood; she is a soldier in a moment,
and no dog will face her. She is transformed in
a moment, by simple affection, into the most
valiant of beings for the object of her affection ;
if you ever saw it, you would never forget it.
Thus if I have a heart for Christ, I must
stand for Him, and I cannot do anything unbe-
coming His name. I could not do a thing that
-would in any way compromise Him,

The second thing we find after Gilgal, ms1de the
barrack gate is, that the manna ceased, and they
ate the old corn of the land. I am not going to
say much on that, though it is a subject of much
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interest. The old corn was not till Christ “sat
down.” It began when the Holy Ghost came down
uniting us to Christ, and thus connecting us with
the old corn of the land ; but we have manna all
the way up. This is the comfort for a person
who touches manna at all. As a poor sinner he
has had the pardon of his sins, and he feeds
on Christ’s death, and now he has the manna all
the way ; and this is true of every believer.

The old corn of the land is another thing ; it is
not what Christ was upon the earth, but what
He is in glory. Would you not like to feed on
Him thus? Would you not like to know what
He isnow ? I feel humbled when I think how
little I know of what Christ is at this moment.
If 1 did, I should be sure to do the right thing
in the place where I am.

The simple exposition of the two is this. Manna
is what He was; the old ecorn of the land
is what He is. Surely every true heart that has
known what He was, must long to know Him as
He is. Thus the apostle speaks in Philippians,
“That I may know him "—that is, as He is
—~“and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being made con-
formable unto his death.” That I may know
Him where He is, and then come down here to
suffer for Him. You may say, this is vastly be-
yond us. Well, if you admit that, it is humbling,
and you cannot boast. A child may say, I have
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finished that book ; but, the teacher says, you
have not got to the end yet; you have to learn
much more. So we: we often think we have
learned all, when we are only at the beginning.
In one way there is nothing actually new to
learn, because what we have to learn is what we
already possess. We have to grow in it, and
to learn on, and if we do not, we are not enjoy-
ing it.

Any person who knows anything about history,
knows that many of those who were born princes,
were a long time before they found out what it
was to be princes; and often called themselves
princes before they knew what it meant. I
often think that is the way with us. We talk of
our position and of being here for Christ—like an
army in review. Where do you get the right
idea of it? T must learn it in His presence
where He is. That is the only way to learn it.
And you come out having fed on the old corn of
the land, your heart impressed with a fresh sense
of His love, and of His power also. You must
know union before you can have power, and you
can only know it in the place where He is.

To stand for Christ is what we are called to
do; and thus it is that we are prepared and

qualified for it.
(J:B.8.)
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JosHUA V. 18-15; vi, 1-16.

HrrE we have a type of the heavenly warfare,
and it is important for us to understand, because
the child of God is never out of warfare. If you
look along the line you will see this is the case.
There is Pharaoh in Egypt; Amalek in the wil-
derness; Balaam when you leave the wilderness;
and in the land there is the greatest force of the
enemy, the seven nations arrayed against the
heavenly position.

In the world, Satan is against even a poor sin-
ner. For the apostle says, “If our gospel be hid, it
is hid to them that are lost; in whom the god of
this world hath blinded the mind of them which
believe not.” Pharaoh overcome, you get into
the wilderness and find Marah; you drink
death, you are sustained by Christ in that place.
But then Amalek comes out to fight—to in-
timidate you—to dispute the fact that you
are to take this position. Here you will find
two things : one, the intercession of Christ
to support you; and the other, if I may use
a familiar expression, you shew fight. Joshua
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took men and went out to fight Amalek; and at
the same time intercession was the real help.

Let me give you an illustration. The Lord said
to Peter: “ Satan hath desired to have you that
he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for
thee that thy faith fail not.” There was inter-
cession ; not for his salvation—he was saved: it
was that his faith might not fail. But was Peter
ready for the fight? On the contrary, he trusted
himself to the high priest’s house, and was
pleased when there, to find a fire. But the devil
was there too. They did not see the devil, but
he was there to prevent Peter from being a
dependent man. That was not the heavenly
battle. Satan seeks by all these snares to keep
us from the place of depcndence, which is the
wilderness. ,‘

Now go on to Numbers xxi. There the people
are outside the wilderness; and here you find a
great many believers now, really established in
grace, knowing what God has done for them and
in them, having life in Christ, and the Holy
Ghost in them, as in John iii. and iv. The brazen
serpent was on the very edge of the wilderness ;
the people are outside, as to state, and thinking
perhaps that all will be plain sailing now, when
Sihon king of the Amorites comes against them,
and they fight him, and the Lord delivers them.
That was a battle, but it was not a heavenly battle,
They are now out of the wilderness and going on
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to Canaan, and they have this desperate battle
on the way. Like a man in Hebrews; he is
going on to heaven, but not there yet. A saint
soon diseovers if he is going to heaven; but there
is such a thing as being 4n heaven and going on
. to it at the same time. “Ye have not yet resisted
unto blood,” the apostle says, “striving against
sin.” That was death—martyrdom; and I have
no doubt at all that many devoted men of
God, have had their battles this side Jordan.
They suffer greatly, but they seek a religious
position here; like the two and a half tribes,
who wanted a place to seftle in on this side of
Jordan.

What we discover practically in this is, that
we are not to acquire in these battles; though
we conquer in the place, we are not to occupy
the place. On the other hand, when I come to
heavenly battles, all I gain is my possession—my
right. To illustrate my meaning, Luther was
backed up by the Elector of Saxony, and as
a result he had a status here. But that is all
wrong. If you establish a religious system in
the world you are all wrong. You must not
acquire possession where you win the battle,
unless it is on the other side of Jordan.

Consequent upon these great battles, another
terrible foe arises; that terrible foe is Balaam,
and many a strong man has fallen down through
him. What is Balaam ? Balaam is Satan acting



90 CONFLICT.

on the susceptibility of your nature. You
are invited out to some social party, and you
accept it because it suits you naturally, and you
are led away. Most of the unsuited marriages
result from Balaam. If your natural predilec-
tions lead you into a circle, or class of society,
where those predilections are gratified, that is the
snare of Balaam, I dread the word “social,” for
I know what a host of mischief lies under that
word. First, people are invited out, and that
brings them into worldly associations with their
attendant follies. Look at children, where do
they pick up the notions many of them have?
At school, from their companions. It is sur-
prising what things people learn in company
with others. If you were across Jordan, a
dead man, you would not be invited out, for a
dead man would have no interest in the things
here. If I have taken the place of being dead, I
have got greater happiness on that side Jordan
than I can possibly have on this. That is the
point. It is not assuming anything, but the
things here have no interest for me.

I am sure I am addressing those who, if in-
vited to partake in some kind of amusement,
would find it no amusement at all, and why?
Because they have higher pleasures. Like the
queen of Sheba, it is the better things which enable
me to surrender the things here. It is of no use
denouncing them. I have done it myself, but I
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have found it was useless. You may relieve your
conscience, but you will free no one from them in
that way. Let them get the better things, and
the others will drop off like dead leaves. Justas
with a child.  If you want to take a dangerous
thing out of his hand, offer him something bright.
That is the superior thing, the eclipsing power. I
have said to myself before now, “ That is a thing
I can never give up;” but it dropped off when I
got the better thing, and I did not feel it because
Thad heavenly joys. Just asin the case of a certain
shrub, the old leaf does not fall off until the new
one is formed. It is what I call the expulsive
power of a mew Person. It is not a thing now,
but a Person. A person contains much more
than any amount of things can contain. There
is great variety about a person. And there is
endless variety in the Person of the Lord Jesus
Christ. If we knew Him better, and studied
Him more, we should be constantly making fresh
discoveries of His worth every day.

We come up, then, into the land, and here is the
proper christian conflict, which is really to bring
out the heavenly Christ on earth. Do you say, I
am not up to that battle ? I was never in it, it is
quite beyond me ? Well, I say, are you set for it,
or, would you like only to look at it? A good
many people like to see reviews, as they set forth
the idea of a battle, and I am afraid that is too
much the way in which the warfare in Ephesians
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is read ; it is only a review to many, not the real
conflict.

Well, what is the conflict for 2 It is to be
a heavenly man; we have a heavenly country.
Israel contended for the land. The crusaders
are to me a very interesting people, because they
risked their lives in order to get the holy land out
of the hands of the heathen and the Saracen;
they died for it, and their wars were called “ the
holy wars.” The idea was good, but it was carried
out wrongly. The idea was to get space for
Christ upon this earth. What would be the
right thing then? The right thing is to get
moral space for Christ. They fought to, get
Palestine for Christ. Our conflict is to stand
here as heavenly men for a heavenly Christ.

It is not Christ in humiliation we are
to present, but the heavenly Christ. What
does Paul say ? “ Yea, though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we him no more” It is the Man in
the glory we are to present. It is the corn
of the land I am to feed on. Therefore we go to
the battle, If I take the antitype, I am to be
“strong in the Lord and in the power of his
might.” That is the corn of the land. I am to
set forth a heavenly man in every circle and
relationship here. In the practice of Peter’s
epistles you get nothing about the family, nor
in Romans. Why is this? Because there you
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are not high enough. You are there a delivered
sinner on the earth. In Ephesians you are a
heavenly man, so you can come down to the
lowest point. It is the height at which you
are that enables you to come down, and with the
power that belongs to that exalted position. He
has passed into the heavens, and not merely into
them, but He is higher than the heavens. Hence
everything is to be done according to this position.
That is the wonderful character of Ephesian .
practice.

Nothing can be plainer than that the conflict
is to bring out a heavenly man, in the several
circlesin which you are found on earth. I count
seven circles in the Ephesians; but no matter
how many there are, read Ephesians iv. and v.
and you will find there is not a single thing there
that could be carried out but in heavenly power.

Paul says, “That I may know him,” that
is as He is now. And I ask, would you not
like to know Him as He is now ? Do you think
it would content a devoted wife or child, to be
able to say, I knew my husband or my father ten
years ago, but I do not know him now? Why,
we never heard of such a thing. Yet thatisreally
the way some think of Christ. They know Him
as the Saviour who died here, but they do not
know Him as He is now—the glorified Man.

But you ask, who is up to it? I go
with you there. I know how little I am up to
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it; but I cannot shrink from what God has called
me to; I cannot shrink from Philippians iii.:
“That I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer-
ings.” Again, “I count all things loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord.” That was not salvation; Paul had
that. True, He is my Saviour, but the grace of
God is so large that it would lead you on from
that, to know Him as the Head of His body, the
church; and when you come to know Him as
your Head, oh, what happiness !

And now what you are called upon to do is
to display that One upon earth, and therefore
there is conflict. Satan urged man to the
climax of wickedness—to put that blessed One
upon the cross. Man’s first sin was to turn his
back upon God ; for his second, there is no cloak;
he turned God’s Son out of the earth. I think
people are not sensible enough of this. They do
not walk about with the sense of it upon them.
They admit the first, but not the second. And now
what God has done is this; in His wondrous grace,
He says: I have chosen you before the foundation
of the world that you should be holy, and without
blame before me in love. You are members
of the body of Christ, and I want you to display
Him here upon the earth. What is all the teach-
ing for ? What is the point aimed at in ministry ?
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith and of
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the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature and fulness
of Christ.” That is not something hereafter.
Speaking to the gifts, Paul says, you are to work
on in order to reach this. You answer you will
never get people to it. Well, do not stop working
on to it. That is the end of all teaching ; and if
the end of teaching, it is also the end of warfare,

You find in Ephesians vi.: “ And for me, that
utterance may be given unto me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel.” That is, not the gospel
merely, but the mystery of the gospel. What
Paul wanted really, was to give out this truth:
Christ, the heavenly Christ; that is the conflict.
To me it is affectingly interesting. Do not you
see, that when Satan had brought man to the
climax of wickedness, to refuse God’s Son on
this earth, and God had raised Him up to His
own right hand, God brought out, that Christ’s
body was here ; and we members of it, now be-
longing to the place where He is, are to be the
expression of Him down here in the very place
where He was refused. Do not you see that all
the force of the enemy must be directed against
that 2 Well, that is the conflict.

But God has His object, and He will support
His own in maintaining it. And I am sure it
is a great comfort to us to know it ds God’s
object to maintain for Christ here, and if I know
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that, I need not fear any opposition. I say
it is no matter who opposes: I have God’s
object before me, not my own will. But there
will be bitter opposition. Yes, what is God’s
object has always been opposed by Satan. Open
your Bibles anywhere you like, and you will find
it so. You will find that what is God’s object at
the moment, is what is most opposed; nothing
is more striking. 'When God sent His Son into the
world; who opposed Him most? Why, the
Pharisees. Those pious men who stood up for the
keeping of the law in its strictest sense; those
before whom other men bowed down because of
their piety; these were the men who opposed
Christ. The Pharisees opposed Him when here,
and the Sadducees when He had left the world.

Who would have thought that those who were
the sticklers for the law, the strictest and the
straitest as to religion, the Jews, should be the
cnes to oppose the Lord! so much so that when
the Lord cures a man on the sabbath day, they
declare He is not fit to stay here. Can you under-
stand the inveterate unrelenting character of the
opposition against what God’s heart is set upon ?
Paul was left alone; all men forsook him; but
the Lord stood by him. And Paul was not a bit
baffled. Read what he says to Timothy in his
second epistle to him. He wrote that epistle after
being thus forsaken, and you will see he is not
discouraged. On the contrary, he tells Timothy to
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‘commit the things which he had heard to faith-
ful men who should be able to teach others also.”

Well, this is the conflict, and if you get into it,
you may have tough battles to fight while stand-
ing for the Lord, or moving on as a heavenly man,
for Satan is a relentless foe. 1f we read Peter or
Hebrews, we see that saints there written to had
the devil to contend with, but not as here ; it was
as “a roaring lion.” The desperate character of
Satan’s opposition in heavenly places is that it is
invisible.

Turn now to the chapter before us. The first
thing we need is a great power: we are to be
“strong in the Lord and in the power of his
might.” This word is borrowed from Ephesians 1.
It is the “exceeding greatness of his power to
usward who believe.” Now I have got it, and 1
am to be strong in it. “There stood a man with
a drawn sword in his hand, and Joshua went
unto him and sald unto him, Art thou for us or
for our enemies? And he said, Nay, but as
captain of the host of the Lord am I now come.”
Joshua is not going to battle by himself. Here
One appears to him, who comes to encourage him.

Here is the captain of the host—with a drawn
sword in his hand. This is the type of the Holy
Ghost.  “ When the Comforter is come . . . he
shall testify of me.” That is the object of our
conflict. This passage vefers to Christ in the
glory, not when on earth. When He went up to

H
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heaven the Holy Ghost would testify of Him on
the earth. What I am dwelling on now is not
the conflict, but the support we have in it. The
Holy Ghost is come down here, to be with us, in
order to maintain Christ’s here. How wonderful
this is! But the church has failed as a witness,
and why? I will tell you. The church very
soon joined affinity with the world, and the Holy
Ghost would not help it in coalition with the
world. He is against this world, for it has re-
jected Christ. The Holy Ghost is here to main-
tain the interests of Christ. Of late the truth
has been recovered that the Holy Ghost is here
for this purpose. And I press on you, beloved
friends, that in Christ’s service we are to be
independent of the world. If the world aid me
in preaching the gospel, I should not accept it.
‘Would you? I say, I cannot have it, for I have
a greater power, which is against the world.
Well, that is what I start with. I start with
this great power that will not co-operate with
the world. You might as well expect fire
to co-operate with water, as to, expect the Holy
Ghost to co-operate with the world. The Holy
Ghost is here branding the world with sin;
how then could He co-operate with it? He
convicts the world of sin like a criminal in
the dock. The criminal may not own it, but he is
nevertheless convicted. I do not want to read
the newspaper to know how wicked the world



CONFLICT. 99

is. What tells me how wicked the world is,
is that the Holy Ghost is here. That is enough.
His presence here declares the sin of the world.
Because Christ has been rejected, the Holy
Ghost is here maintaining for Him, So that I
see the whole world is a moral desert. I feel
that we have lost the sense of this, and that the
real cause of all the breakdown is, that the
church has lost dependence on the Holy Ghost,
that wonderful power with which it started.

In John xv. the Lord tells us how the world
hated Him, and that it would hate us. We may
feel, Why should the world hate us? It is a
bitter thing when we are trying to do them good,
to bring to them the highest kind of bene-
volence—the riches of Christ—that they should
hate us. What is the reason? It is because
Satan would not have Him. You cannot account
for the enmity unless you understand that the
devil’s hatred to Christ is at the bottom of it.

Well, what a wonderful thing it is for Joshua
to be able to say, I am not going to war in
my own strength! As a great general comes out
with his commissariat, his ammunition and his
reserves, so Joshua comes out, he is not going
to war at his own charges.

So we may say we have the power: “Be strong
in the Lord and in the power of his might.” Our
attitude is, we are not going to give in. We are
to be like what is called in war, “the forlorn
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hope.” That gives us the idea, though it is an
unhappy name. The forlorn hope is a number
of men who venture to make a breach in the
fortress, even if it cost them their lives. They
take their lives in their hands in order to succeed,
and so they are called a forlorn hope. There is
1o hope for them at all unless they succeed, but
they generally do succeed. In our case I do not
like the title, but that is really our place; we
venture as it were to make the breach, but it is
with sure confidence, because we have a power
not our own; we know the opposition we are
going to meet, still we go cheerfully forward;
and we succeed.

Now I turn to what is against us; that is in
chapter vi. in type. I have already said how
very important it is we should know Paul’s doc-
trine, for if we do not, we cannot understand the
type; and the value of the type is, that in your
practice you must never be below it. You may
say you are not up to the antitype, but the anti-
type alone can explain the type, because it is
spiritual. The antitype of Jericho is wicked
spirits in heavenly places. (Eph. vi) It is
not a city. The type is a city, and the idea
of a city is a concentration of everything found
in this world. Exeter would not be a city, if
it had not a cathedral in it. Liverpool was not
a city some time since because of this. It did not
comprise within itself every organisation. When
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speaking of some countries we speak of the
city. We talk of Paris as representing France,
because the city is the concentration of the
eountry. So it is here; Jericho is the type of
this opposition—this organised resistance. The
thing they saw before them was a city walled
up; no probability of getting possession. The
conflict with us is to represent Christ here;
and the force against us is typified by this city;
and you cannot, beloved friends, have too great
an idea of the character of the opposition that
there is against you.

A good general never underrates his foe ; and
one great cause of failure with us is, that we
do not properly estimate the world’s opposition.
I believe it is a great thing when the soul has
the sense of the inveterate character of the
opposition to Christ. It is a wonderful help,
because it keeps you so on your guard. You
read of battles, and generally, in a case of
failure, you will find that the general under-
rated his foe. I say,do not underrate the world’s
opposition. I always find that the man who has
most of Christ is the one who has the keenest
apprehension of Satan. I do not mean common
fear, but that he foresees the danger. “We
are not ignorant,” the apostle says, “of his
devices.” It is his wiles we have to contend with,
and that is the dangerous character of it. If
I see a man coming to knock me down I see what
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he is about. But now it is Satan’s wiles ; like the
spring-guns in former days; a person walking
along on the grass touched a secret, hidden spring,
and the gun turned round and shot him.
That is like the desperate character of the war-
fare 1 have to contend with. He is an invisible
foe ; he does not shew his face. He is a desperate
foe, who knows everything about me, and knows
how to touch me in the very point where I am
weakest, and it is my weak point he works on, but
he does it with his wiles. That is the kind of foe
I have to deal with, and his great object is to
prevent me from being a representation of Christ.

You may preach justification by faith; that
will be tolerated to a great extent; but if you
teach about the body of Christ, you are sure
to be opposed. Mind, I do not say, do not
do it ; but if you do, I promise you you will be
at war. If a Christian would have an easy path,
let him have nothing to do with the church at all.
That is what I have heard. If you would have a
smooth and easy path, have nothing to do with
the church. You may preach the gospel, and
have easy times comparatively ; but if the church
is your interest, you will have many a sorrow.

Now having dwelt on these two things—the
power for us and the power against us—I trust
you will, beloved friends, work it out like the
Israel of that day.

We will now go on to the characteristics of the



CONFLICT. 103

warrior. There are two ; and you get them both
in the type and in the antitype. In Joshua the
first was the armed men; and the second, the
trumpeters. So in Ephesians vi. we find armour
and prayer: armour for Satan and prayer for
God. Armour against Satan alone succeeds.
Prayer is, I am always depending on God, never
independent of Him. Independence is when
2 man does a thing for God of his own will.
Uzzah was independent when he put his hand to
the ark. Who told him to do that? You say
he did it for God. But it was contrary to the word
of God. He was independent. Independency is
a worse sin than what is called carnality. The
Iatter is a disgrace to yow, but in the former case
you have attempted to do something for God,
called it by a fine name perhaps, and did the
very thing that God did not want you to do.

I will now just touch on the armour. I am
not going through it, although it is very
interesting, and Satan wants to spoil it if he
can. [First, be girt about with truth; next
the breastplate of righteousness; be honest
and upright. But that is not all. You may
have these, and now, Satan may say, I will
work you up and make you lose your temper if I
can. Now you have spoiled it all, you have lost
your temper. Your feet should have been shod
with the preparation of the gospel),of peace
We have often witnessed this.



104 CONFLICT.

Beloved friends, it is sad to a degree, that the
man who may be most right is often most
intemperate, because he is so indignant with
wrong. But “the wrath of man worketh not
the praise of God.” You may be indignant, but
not on your own account. You get chafed with
evil, and then you lose your temper because there
is a point not armed; you are not “shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace” Then
there is the shield of faith, the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit. There
are several different parts in the armour, and none
are aggressive, but all protective excepting the
lagt. The last is “ the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God.”

We find an interesting thing in Peter: a
woman can win her husband without the word ;
that is, by the effect of the word upon herself.
Even that would not be aggressive; it would be -
whatsheis through the word. Iwould presson you !
the importance of having the armour on. There
is nothing perbaps in which we fail so much, even
in our families, as in being without the armour.
There is no place where we are found out so
guickly as in our own families, because they
know our weak points well. The great thing
is to be armed. If invulnerable, I am invinecible..

Take an illustration. If I were a child, or a
wife in a worldly family, I would be in complete
subjection to the father or husband. That is, I
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would surrender my liberty to any extent, but
my conscience to no extent. If he said, You are
not to go out of this house any Sunday,
I could say, Very well, you shall be im-
plicitly obeyed ; but if he said, You must go to
such-and-such a place on the Lord’s day—one
which would compromise my allegiance to Christ,
Ireply, No, that involves my conscience, and that
is for God; that you cannot govern. You can
have the right over me to any extent, but over
my conscience, never. I could not go there. You
can surrender ‘your liberty to any extent, but
your conscience to no extent. For instance: you
should never join in their amusements. You lose
power the moment that you do. I know it is not
easy, it goes against the grain, I have learnt that,
even in talking in the train; I used to do it, but
Inever doitnow,I sitinsilence. They may think
me a stupid sort of man, but I cannot help that.
By-and-by I get my opportunity, and I can have
my say for Christ. But you must thus keep
armed ; if drawn away, you cannot present the
gospel to your company. There will be no ring
in it ; no divine power.

If you are a child in a worldly family, do
not join in their social gatherings; but be ready
to carry a message, do anything you can for
them, be the most ready to serve in the house—
the man-of-all-work if you like. Your place up
there above is a divine, heavenly one, and yet.
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you are to be down here in the character of Christ,
really meeting them in all their requirements.

That is the way the Lord was here. He never
went anywhere to please Himself, but to do
-others a service. I am speaking now- of the
heavenly walk ; that is beyond the wilderness
walk. The difference between the heavenly
walk here, and the walk in the wilderness, is
that, in the heavenly, you are always superior to
your circumstances.

My former illustration of the poor woman
whose benefactor became her enemy through
her faithfulness will apply here. You could not
aceount for the enmity, unless you saw that it
was against Christ; and the more distinctly she
is for Christ, the more distinet is the opposition.
You cannot account for it in any other way.

The second characteristic is the habit of de-
pendence upon God, and there, as in Ephesians,
the climax is reached. “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watch-
ing thereunto with all perseverance and supplica-
tion for all saints; and for me, that utterance
may be given unto me.”

One thing more I mustsay is, that the great-
est thing to mark you is patience. We all
know how we need this when we are opposed.
When there is great opposition, then is the time
we especially need patience, and here, too often,
we fail. Patience is a wonderful thing. We see
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it here. For seven days they went round the
city, and it must have been a very irksome
thing for them; not a shout is heard till the
seventh day. What a wonderful sense they
must have had of the word of God and de-
pendence upon Him! Like a child in a worldly
family, they were depending on God. They
go round the city seven days, and on the last
day seven times. Patience, wonderful patience.
Nothing keeps a man in confidence in God
like patience. We see nothing like this in our
day. I believe we do not trust God enough. I
believe the incident given in Samuel at the close
of that period is an encouragement to us. God
came in, in thunder, at the very close. Joshua
was in the beginning. God brought out Samuel
in the very close. And we have the same God.
It is said, God thundered, and there was a great
discomfiture.

I close with one remark on another scripture,
and that is in Acts xvi. Here we get an instance
shewing all the principles brought out, and I
commend it to your attention. It was the first
time Paul came into Europe, and I believe the
Spirit of God sets forth here what was specially
needful in Europe. In Europe the church first ac-
cepted thecountenanceof the world. But the Book
of the Acts is a book of principles by which we
have to travel every day. In Joshua we see the
route we travel and the principles brought out.
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Paul is called in a vision to go down into
Macedonia to help them, and he goes, and does
not meet a man. This was number one nonplus.
Patience was needed. He expected a man, for a
man appeared to him, not an angel. Then he
goes to a place where women were accustomed
to pray, and here he has to wait, and at length a
woman, who did mot belong to the place at all,
but to Thyatira, her heart being opened, attended
to the things Paul said, and being baptised with
her household, she says to Paul, “If ye have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into
my house and abide there.” There is nothing
about a Macedonian yet; but he goes into her
house and stays there; and Satan seeing him in
this apparent dilemma, sends him one of his
instruments, a woman possessing a spirit of
divination, and she says, I will give you counte-
nance. Accordingly she follows them about
many days, and cried saying, “These men be
the servants of the most high God who shew
unto us the way of salvation.”

Look at the patience of Paul; for many
days he bears this, but at length he will stand it
no longer, and commands the spirit to come out
of her. He refused to be countenanced by
Satan, and what was the consequence ? There
was not a power in the place which was not down
upon him, and the most striking and the most
awful thing about it is, that the very Satan who a
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few hours ago was proclaiming him the servant of
the most high God, is the one that now rouses the
people to destroy him. The whole town is roused
against him, populace, magistrates, lictors, police,
to put Paul in prison, and Satan seems to win
theday. Satan might have been exulting perhaps,
but it was done in the most illegal way, to use
no stronger term. It was the most unjust thing
ever done to a man who had done no wrong to
put him in prison, and then to make his feet fast
in the stocks. But he did not lose his courage or
energy. On the contrary, at midnight he is pray-
ing and giving thanks to God, quite as content as
if he were at home. What would you have thought
if you had passed by that prison? I often
think if we had patience to walk about in simple
confidence in God, how He would interfere for us
and deliver us. What a wonderful thing to have
that confidence! Little Paul knew, shut up in
prison at the silent hour of midnight, when
everything was quiet, how God would interfere
for him. That a great earthquake would come
and shake off all their chains, and throw every
door open. The jailer who had retired to rest in
his indifference, is at last awakened up, and
springing in calls for a light, brings out his pris-
oners, and falling at their feet says, “ What must
I do to be saved ?” I take it that he was the
man Paul was sent for. He is the first man of
Macedonia we read of. What a change! How
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the populace must have felt next morning when
they heard that Paul and Silas were the guests
of the jailer!

I believe that even now if we really stood for
the Lord, He would bring something remark-
able out in the spot where we had stood for Him.
T could tell you of spots where He did. God
prepares a table for us in the wilderness in the
presence of our enemies. Do not you think He
gives us manifold more in this present world? I
beheve it most implicitly. Why do not we know
it? We do not believe in it. We do not walk
on in simple, blessed patience, waiting, in con-
fidence in God. He will make a table for us in
the presence of our enemies, and what a wonderful
table was here! Why, the tables are turned
completely. Why ? Because they believed God ;
they knew He would support His own Object,
and that He would stand by them as long as
they stood in simple confidence in Him.

Well, I trust each one of our hearts will be
moved into more faithfulness to Him. Some
here are young ; you have not entered the battle-
field yet. Well, it is everything for a person’s
heart to be led out in simple affection for the
Lord. If it is, he will scon be found in the con-
flict for Him, maintaining for a heavenly Christ
in the very spot where He has been rejected.

(9. B. 8)
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THERE is a danger that, in dwelling, as we
properly do with delight of heart, upon the
blessedness that accrues to us and which awaits
us at the return of the Lord, we overlook more
or less that unique joy to Himself of which His
coming is the prelude or the precursor. We
carry our native selfishness so far into spiritual
things, that even the Lord’s return is regarded
a thousand-fold more in relation to what it
eventuates in for ourselves, what it will emanci-
pate us from, and what it will usher us into,
than we do in respect to Him who is the Object
of that great event.

Both as to grace and as to glory, we need to
be reminded that we are but the means to an
ordained end. And that end is the heading up
of all things in Christ, the things in the heavens
and the things upon the earth, according to those
divine counsels which subsisted before the world
began. No less in the ultimate display than in
the prior working out, we but constitute the pre-
seribed means which God’s wisdom has devised
for the manifestation, both now and then, of
what is worthy of His exalted Son.

1
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Nor is it of secondary importance that we
should understand this, seeing that it clears the
ground for Him, and sets us in our true and sub-
ordinate position. TFor it need scarcely be ob-
served that, unless we recognise in Him the end
and object of the infinite and eternal counsels of
God, we shall be exalting ourselves, corporately
at least, if not subordinating Him. For a little
while, it is true, He stooped lower than the
angels, and even humbled Himself to a depth
below normal humanity—the dust of death "—-
but only thereby afforded a new motive for the
Father’s love, and acquired title to an unpre-
cedented exaltation. In working out thus the
counsels of eternal glory in deep and dire humi-
liation, He was never less (our souls rejoice in
the thought) than the very object of those
counsels Himself, who was over all, God blessed
for ever!

But I desire to trace, by reference to a few
passages, what the word conveys as to the
church’s presentation to Him in glory.

In Genesis ii. 18-22, we have the primeval
foreshadowing of this in that supreme moment
when man’s help-meet, having been previously
formed, was brought by Jehovah-Elohim and pre-
sented to Adam as his wife. Without her he was
“alone,” is the divine word ; because, amidst the
teeming wealth and beauty of created things,
there was nothing to be found capable of striking
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a chord in his heart, or of holding that com-
munion with him that his spirit was formed to
enjoy. Not a being had been created who was
qualified to enter into any apprehension of the
workings of his mind in its high estate, or who
could appreciate or respond to the pure and
perfect affections of his heart.

Three actions are here predicated :

1. The rib is taken out of the man during his
deep sleep.

2. Of it the woman is built up.

3. Eve is presented to Adam as his help-meet.

Now the church is surely that suited, and that
only suited, help-meet for Christ, the second and
glorified Man, the last Adam. According to
eternal counsels she is the fruit of the death of
Christ. Afterwards she had to be built up for
Him ; and lastly she will be presented to Him,
that He may have throughout eternity one who
shall be to Him and for Him what none else
could be, His help-meet, His consort, His joy
for ever.

But I proceed to another scripture. In Levi-
ticus xxi. we have instructions given as to the
qualifications of her who should be the wife of
him who was the high priest among his brethren,
upon whose head the anointing oil was poured,
and who was consecrated to put on the garments.
“The crown of the anointing oil of his God is
upon him,” remarkable ex:sion, and therefore
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it is commanded that “ he shall take a wife in
her virginity ; a widow, or a divorced woman, or
profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take, but
he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.
Neither shall he profane his seed among his
people; for I the Lord do sanctify him.” The
New Testament answer to this word is surely
found in 2 Corinthians xi. 2: “For I am jealous
over you with godly jealousy: for T have es-
poused you to one husband, that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest
by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”
Very evidently the lesson to be deduced from
these secriptures is that unsullied holiness must
characterise her who is to be in eternal alliance
with Christ.

Again, in Colossians i 21-23, we read: “ And
you, that were sometime alienated, and enemies
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and unblameable and unre-
proveable in his sight: if ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven ; whereof I Paul am made
minister.” We find distinet traces here of the
three things that we noticed in Genesis ii. There
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is first of all reconciliation “in the body of his
flesh through death ;” then this is seen to be in
view of presentation in glory by-and-by; while
intermediately there is the abiding in the faith,
the grounding and settling, and the stedfastness
in the hope, or, in other words, glory awaited.
{See also verse 28.)

But I turn back now to Ephesians v., as bring-
ing before us in the fullest way both what the
eternal counsels have had in view, and the instru-
mental means for bringing them to pass in a
manner adequate to that end. “ Christ loved the
church, and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify it, purifying it with the washing of
water by the word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish.”

The three things meet us here in their order:

1. He delivered up Himself to death in order
to sanctify it. In other words, He entered upon
that deep sleep that, by the sacrifice of Himself,
a He might have formed from Himself (as the
blade springs from the grain that has fallen
into the ground and died) and also for Himself,
a sanctified one, suited to enter with Him upon a
communion the most profound, and to enjoy an
affection the deepest and the most intimate.

2. But if we have been thus reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more being recon-
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ciled we shall be saved by His life. Thus it is
that we grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ, objects of His constant
care, and practically and continuously purified
through the washing of water by the word.
This is seen, as to the nature of the Lord’s service
and ministry, much more clearly in verse 29 :
“No man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ the
church.”

He nowrisheth the church, which word implies
two things: feeding it and educating it, or growth
and culture. Thus Paul speaks of Timothy as
“a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up-
in the words of faith and of good doctrine,
whereunto thou hast attained.” He who gave
Himself for the church thus feeds, supports, and
educates her for Himself with assiduous and
devoted solicitude.

Then, also, He cherishes the church, and this
word implies two other things. He cheers her
with His countenance, and He protects her with
His mighty arm, as the object of His ceaseless
and His tenderest affection. As the apostle says
“We were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cherisheth her children: so being affectionately
desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted
unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.”

3. And all this has direct reference to the
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presentation in glory: “That he might present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it should be
holy and without blemish.” We are to be pre-
sented at court, and He must have us worthy of
the occasion, above all worthy of Himself! The
church is to be in glory, in His glory, spotless,
without a trace remaining of sin or imper-
fection, even as holy and without blame (be it
reverently said), as He! And wrinkleless, too!
Not the faintest line of care or of decrepitude
shall mar her beauteous brow, as, in the lustre of
a heavenly bride, she is assimilated to His own
likeness for eternity. Remarkably, too, we find
a confirmation of this in Revelation xxi. 2, where,
after a thousand years of association with Him
in heavenly glory, she is beheld in her original
freshness and imperishable beauty, “as a bride
adorned for her husband.”

It is with this in view, this presentation of
her to Himself in glory to be His joy for ever,
that the Lord bestows such exhaustless and un-
wearied labours upon the bride. And in the
spirit of that thought, that deep desire of His
heart, the apostle anticipates his own share
therein. “For,” says he, “what is our hope, or
joy, or ecrown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his
coming ? For ye are our glory and joy.” And
again: “To the end he may stablish your hearts
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unblameable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all His saints.” Also: “I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Or in the words of another apostle : “ Be diligent
that ye may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless.” And again in those of a
third: “My children, abide in him: that, when
he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not
be put to shame by him at his coming.”

We naturally ask, why are these ardent desires
for the saints connected so definitely with that
one terminus, the Lord’s coming? Only one
answer is possible: because these inspired apostles
were considering, as an artist might look forward
to exhibition-day, how their master-pieces would
look when the strong light of the glory should be
thrown upon them, and how much, and how little
the traces of the workman’s hand would affect
and impress the Lord’s heart, and be tributary to
His eternal joy!

Jude, another apostle, has also this presenta- .
tion in glory before his heart, exhorting the
saints most pointedly and most powerfully at the
close of his epistle, and adding : “ Now unto him
that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of his
glory with exultation [mark that precious word],
to the only God our Saviour be glory and ma-
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jesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen.”

Lastly I would scarcely do more than mention
the scene of Revelation xix. The heaven of
heavens is full of joy from henceforth : “ For the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white : for the fine linen is the righteousnesses
of saints.” But one remark I must make, namely,
that while the Lord shews us in His word how
devotedly He is engaged in those wonderful
services to the church which we have traced from
scripture to scripture, there is also this other
thing: “ Every man that hath this hope in him,”
in Christ; but what hope? The hope of His
coming ? No, not exactly, but the hope of being
like Him when He comes, and seeing Him in
manifested glory—having ¢his hope, “ purifieth
himself even as he is pure.” (1 John iii. 3.) !

And so in Revelation xix., the Lamb’s wife is
seen to have “made herself ready.” And again
the fine linen which is granted to the bride for
her adornment—white in its purity, and lustrous
in its beauty—we are told is the righteousnesses of
saints. The word is in the plural, and indicates
undeniably that it isa fabric of our own weaving.
How important is this thought, that we arc going
to wear, in the Lord’s immediate presence on
that memorable day, those practical works of
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righteousness wrought out while in testimony on
the earth, after they have been tested by fire.

In these garments white and shining, and
made durable for eternity, the church is arrayed
for the bridal morning, the marriage of the Lamb;
and in that striking description which presents
the last and most lovely picture of her beauty,
and her blessedness, and in which Seripture parts
company with the bride, the Lamb’s wife, there
occurs that final and that crowning word which
nothing can surpass: “ Having the glory of
God.” (Rev. xxi. 11.)

May our hearts be so divinely impressed, no
less with the grace than with the magnitude of
the Lord’s present diligent service to the church,
in view of her presentation to Himself in glory,
that we who have ¢his hope, may be,"with only
lesser diligence, making ready for Him and for
the day of His appearing. W. R.

Ir God speaks I must give the lie to my feel-
ings and everything else. This is what God
looks at me as: “Quickened together with
Christ.” (6. v. W)
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HEerE we get God’s mind about us, all the bless--
edness that is in His mind. Angels, principalities,
and powers will learn through us the manifold
wisdom of God. Then He unfolds it all. First,
our calling ; secondly, God’s purpose about Christ
—His place ; thirdly, our inheritance. The close
of the chapter puts it all together. All is founded
on this title which God takes: “God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is only after
Christ’s resurrection He calls His disciples His
brethren. You get in verse 3 this double title.
It is the secret of all God’s thoughts, that His.
purpose is to put us into the same place as Christ,
and like Christ. “As we have borne the image
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly.” (1 Cor. xv. 49.) We shall be as
like the second Adam as we have been like the
first Adam.

In Matthew xvii. He forbids them to say He
was Christ. In chapter xii. He was rejected;
chapter xiii. we get the kingdom of heaven;
chapter xvi. the church ; chapter xvii. the king-
dom of glory. But in the end of that chapter
He shews where He was leading them (the dis-
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cciples). He says to Peter: You and I are chil-
-dren, therefore free : “ For me and thee!” Think
-of the blessed Lord saying that! He puts Peter
into this place with Himself. Then He shews
His power over creation. He puts Peter in con-
nection with Himself just when He was shewing
forth His divine power.

Verse 3. “Blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ.” That is alto-
gether in contrast with the Jew. They will be
blessed with temporal blessings under Christ;
we get spiritual blessings in Christ; He has
blessed us thus, that is the first wonderful state-
ment. Christ’s place comes second; not that it
is second, but unless we were brought into the
place, we could not understand His place.

Verse 4. “Chosen in him before the founda-
tion of the world.” We have to go through the
world, all of us (speaking generally), but we be-
longed to heaven before the foundation of the
world. “Holy,” “love,” that is God’s nature;
we are made partakers of it; that gives capacity
for knowing Him. I know not anything of an .
angel, for I have not his nature, but I am capable
of knowing and enjoying God, and in His pre-
sence. Verse 4 is what Christ was here; holy,
blameless, and always before God in love.

Verse 5. “To the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself”  Children - implies
Father, but it is always in Christ. He could
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not say “according to the good pleasure of his-
will” in verse 4, for He could not have unholy
creatures before Him ; but here He says it, for,
though He might have had servants only, He
chooses to have children.

Verse 6. He might have said, accepted in
Christ ; no, that would not do, it is in the Beloved;
accepted according to that.

Question. Is “holy, without blame,” &c. our
state now, or our standing ?

Here it is just as it is in God’s mind, not as it
is in the poor earthen vessel. The extent of
God’s grace almost alarms people. Do you believe
that God loves you as He loves Jesus? If I
have glory, it is as Christ.

Question. Do you think we get this without
going through Romans or Colossians ?

No, but it is of immense moment for us to
understand that it is grace, and that according
to what God is. The conscience must be reached ;
God is light and love, and that manifests what
we are—exposes us. The apostle reasons down
from what God is; no one is ever free till he
gets that side. Israel in Egypt were sheltered
from judgment, but it is a different thing at the
Red Sea: there they are told to “stand still and
see the salvation of God.” I am where God has
put me, not where sin has put me. In John iii.
you get the two sides. Then my place flows.
from what God is for me. I get all the love:
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that was in His heart reigning through right-
-eousness.

The forgiveness of my sins is not according to
my need, though it meets my need, of course;
but the manner of it is “according to the riches
of his grace.”

Verses 9-11.  “ Having made known to us the
mystery of his will,” &e. Then God says, Now
that I have brought you into a capacity to under-
stand, I will make known to you my purposc
about Christ.

There is nothing absolutely certain but faith.
I may believe there is such a town as Edinburgh,
but it is possible an earthqua ke may have de-
stroyed it: nothing but faith can be absolutely
certain. In Hebrews we read “the full assurance
of faith.” There are three full assurances spoken
of. In Colossians it is of understanding; in
Hebrews, of hope and faith.

“ Prudence” (ver. 8) is an unhappy word here.
It is God’s mind, His thoughts; not prudence in
practice. You get the word in Proverbs. God
unfolds to me His thoughts and plans about
Christ. He is going to head up everything
under Christ as man. We get three reasons for
this. In Colossians it is as Creator. In Hebrews
(chap. i.), Christ is Heir as Son; and in chapter
il having been rejected as Christ, He comes out
as Son of man, Head over all. “He left nothing
that is not put under him.” He is seated at the
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right hand of God, but He is waiting until the
time appointed to take His power and reign
over all.

He has this headship as Creator, as Son of
God, and as Son of man; personal, relative and
positional, Head over all, but Head o the church
which is His body; a head would be incomplete
without a body. But then redemption comesin;
as a Redeemer He fills it all, not merely as God.
We first get the plan of God as regards Christ,
then the inheritance.

Verses 12, 13. We are sons by faith, not
merely born; quickening and believing come
together.

The first part of the chapter is our calling,
afterwards we get the inheritance. We get the
Spirit, the earnest of the inheritance until Christ
comes in His glory.

Question. Does “after that ye believed ”
suppose an interval ?

No, it should be “having believed.” Tt is not
that there is an interval, but you must get the
things in order.

God could not seal an unbeliever. There is
nothing in hecaven that I have not got now.
Moses and Elias talked with Christ, that was the
kingdom ; then came the cloud, that was the
Father’s house ; the Father’s voice heard speaking
from it, and they entered in. That was a new
thing ; the disciples were afraid.
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Question. Does the inheritance include every-
thing heavenly and earthly ?

The inheritance takes in all created things.
You must not confound it with our calling.

Verses 15-23. We find this distinetion of God
and Father which we have been speaking of, in
the two prayers in the epistle. Here Heis looked
at as Head over all things.

Three things the apostle prays for.

First. That they might know the hope of the
calling.

Second. The riches of the inheritance.

Third. That they may know the power that
raised Christ from the dead.

The calling is the first part; then as sons we
get the inheritance. They get it because they
are sons,

There are three callings. In 1 Thessalonians ii.
it is: “ walk worthy of God, who hath called you
unto his kingdom and glory.” In Colossians i.:
“walk worthy of the Lord.” Here it is simply
God’s calling. Then he goes on to pray that
their eyes may be opened.

Question. What is meant by inheritance in
the saints ?

To Israel God says, the land is mine. He
inherited the land in Israel.

We are called to enjoy what is above us, and
to inherit what is below us. The crowned elders
were higher when they were on their faces
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worshipping, than when crowned on their thrones.
It is more blessed to be adoring Him than to be
in honour oneself.

The word in Revelation iv. 4 is thrones. The
translators were afraid to say thrones, so they
said seats.

Question. What is the eternal inheritance in
Hebrews ix. ?

It is all eternal there. You look at the in-
heritance in two ways. Peter looks up (1 Pet.
i 4) ; that is eternal.

In Ephesians it is union. In Hebrews, priest-

hood.
Question. Is not the inheritance in Hebrews

in connection with the new covenant which is
millennial ?

No. Allis eternal there, in contrast to Judaism : .
he looks at the heavenly calling—a positive
thing in contrast to the old. God’s side of the
new has been accomplished, but it must be made
good with the Jew. The principle of the two
covenants is different. The blood of the new
covenant is shed ; but He had other purposes—
the church; and it is superseded till that be
accomplished. We are “ sanctified unto the
obedience of Christ.” What delivered us from
law was not that it had lost its force, but that we
have died with Christ, and you cannot apply the
law to a dead man: you cannot charge a dead
man with having lust in his heart.

K
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In Romans viii. you get that what the law
could not do, God did : “condemned sin in the
flesh.” Tt is not that He let it pass; it is done
with in the cross. It is not that Christ died for
my sins ; that is true; but I died with Him. A
new subject at the end : what I am; not what I
have done. I have died (by faith, of course).
Then there is the new life in Christ, which
delights in God’s will. Dead to sin in Romans;
dead to the world in Colossians; you get not a
word of all that in Ephesians; but that which
takes me out of my own standing before God :
Christ my righteousness, Christ my life. In
Colossians you get “risen ;” that question is not
looked at in Ephesians. There it is dead in
sins. If I am alive in my sins, I am dead in
them. If I am alive in sins, I am dead to God.

God takes me and Christ, and puts us in the
same place. It is new creation here—and there
are three aspects of it: Colossians; “Ye are
dead.” Romans; “Reckon yourselves dead.”
2 Corinthians; “ Always bearing about in the
body the dying of Jesus;” that is carrying it oub
practically. I am at liberty because I reckon’
myself dead, and so I can carry it out practically.

In Ephesians I am dead, and quickened
together with Christ, and that is new creation.
That power that came in, and took Christ from
that state of death and put Him at God’s right
hand, takes us and puts us in Him. The result:
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all things under His feet, and He Head over all
to His body. He fills everything between hades
and the throne of God; fills the whole thing for
faith: you cannot put my spirit in a place where
Christ has not been.

In chapter ii. 2 we have the Gentiles; in verse
3 the Jews. Verse 2, Satan’s power over the
world ; verse 3, the Jews were far off by nature,
but not by position. By position they were near
to God—the ¢ elder son.”

God does not give two epistles for the same
purpose. In Colossians we do not find the Holy
Ghost, but we do in Ephesians, therefore there
ig the strongest possible contrast. “Quickened
together with Christ” is a great deal more than
merely new life. Iam taken outof the condition
1 was in, and put in Him in the place He is in.
I have got divine life, but my standing is in
Christ. The position is totally changed. 1t alters
the whole character of the Christian, if he gets
hold of it; it is new creation; not merely that I
have got a new life, but I have got a totally new
position.

We have not to grow meet; the growing is all
right ; but He has made us meet. You get the
ground of it. We are not in the standing of the
old Adam before God at all ; a wonderful thing
to apply it to oneself, that in the ages to come
God is going to shew forth in me the exceeding
riches of His kindness. ‘
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Remarked. What strikes me is that it makes
us so small.

It makes us nothing; that is the comfort.
“By grace ye are saved:” a fact, not a principle.
God’s salvation is that I am going to be in the
same glory as Christ.

Question. Does “not of yourselves” apply to
the whole thing ?

No; I believe it applies to the faith. Faith is
s1mply the word of God applied to man’s soul by
the Spirit of God.

When the conseience is awakened it puts God
and man in their place.

If I know all that is in your mind I am your
equal, as to your mind. The Pharisee and the
poor woman (Luke vii) are an instance. Who
was the child of wisdom there ? She was kissing-
His feet, honouring God; that was God’s wisdom.
I believe there is instinctively in man the con-
sciousness that he has to do with a power that is
above him. A thing that reasoning proves is
never a fact; it is only a consequence.

Verse 10. “ Works foreordained.” The works
are as much foreordained as I am, '

In chapter i. we have the universal thought of
Christ Head over all to His body. Here we get
a new thing, not a body as in chapter i, but a
habitation of God. In chapter iii. 5, “apostles
and prophets ” are those of the New Testament.
In the first place Christ builds, Matthew xvi.
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In Peter we have another aspect: built up as
living stones. Whenever God has set up man in
responsibility, the first thing man does is to fail ;
then Christ comes and makes good in the second
Adam what failed in the first. 2 Corinthians iii.,
“ wise master builder.” When Christ builds, the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. In
verse 21 we get first it “groweth;” then what
CGod has set up. It is not union here.

Question. When would you say the house
will be set up in perfection ?

In the heavenly Jerusalem—one (the house)
His dwelling place, the other His body. It is
union with Christ, the Head, when it is His body
or the bride.

Question. The body is not for earth only ?

Oh, not at all; it is for ever. There was no
union till Christ was glorified in heaven.

The Vine and branches are not the church
ab all.

I get the house on earth; it will be the temple
for ever. Consequent on the Holy Ghost coming
down, the members of the body are united to
Christ, entirely heavenly. The church was never
revealed in the Old Testament, it could not be;
not merely that it did not exist, but it could not
be revealed until after the cross. You get the
same thing in Colossians. You must have Christ
glorified first, or you will have a body without a
Head.
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The church has its connection with Christ, the
children with the Father. The Holy Ghost
coming from the Father puts us in the place of
sons, and unites us with the Head ; that is hea-
venly ; Christ come out, man gone in; the veil
rent. Colossians i. 26: you cannot have the Jews
and the church revealed on earth at the same
time, for they set aside each other. The Song of
Solomon is quite a different principle; going
after Him, and getting Him, and losing Him ; the
church does not do that. There is neither the
place of sons nor of union with the Head.

Question. What is the difference between
“children” and “ sons” ?

Well, “children” puts them in the place of
relationship, but “sons” is grown up. John
speaks of children, Paul of sons. We have
“sons” in John, where it ought to be “children,”
and “children” in Galatians iv. where it ought to
be “sons.” In 1 Johnii. 12, 28, it is all Christians ;
in verse 13 it is young Christians. Here we get
a Man in heavensitting at the right hand of God.
Consequent on that the Holy Ghost comes down ;.
came down ten days after Christ ascended. Then
you get the consciousness of being sons. You get
all about Christ in the Old Testament, but no idea
of union ; it could not be then.

Question. Will the temple be set up in the
millennium ?

I believe it will.
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The temple is never given as a figure of
heavenly things; always the tabernacle. In the
tabernacle the faces of the cherubim turned in-
ward, and their wings stretched forth on high,
covering the mercy-seat. It was the secret
counsels of God. In the temple they stood look-
ing down the temple, wing touching wing, in the
centre, and reaching to the walls at each side.
It was the administrative government of God.

Verse 15. « Every family.” Before Abraham
there was no family of faith. Abraham was the
root of all the promises.

God had His throne between the cherubim.
In the Babylonish captivity God had not His
throne. Christ came as a king, and they would
not have Him ; that sets the whole thing aside.

The prlnc1p1e of Judaism was keepmo up the
partition ; that of Chrlstlamty, breaking it down.
The Syrophenician woman got throucrh all dis-
pensations to the heart of God, and all God’s
heart was at her disposal.

Chapter iii. 8. “ Unto me is this grace given,
that I should preach the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to make all men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery,” not merely promises,
but the mystery hid in God. The heavenly
beings did not know it; it was hid in God,
“ Manifold wisdom "—a new thing come out;
“ our conversation is in heaven,” our hearts ought
to be there ; all our living associations.
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If I speak of sons, it is not union: it is two;
but there is only one Spirit. We are justified,
you are a son and I am a son, but it is individual,
we are two; but if I speak of the “one Spirit,” it
is union.

“That ye faint not at my tribulation for
you” There was not one place where it was
not the Jews who raised the first persecution
against Paul, so he says to the Gentiles, My per-
secution is “your glory.”

Verse 14. This prayer is very instructive.
Now I get the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ,
a deeper thing than the God. (Chap. i)

Verse 15. « Every family in heaven and earth.”
This expression is taken from Amos iii.: angels,
principalities, the church, &c. He revealed Him-
self to the patriarchs as the Almighty God; to
the Jews as Jehovah. In the millennium it will
be as the Most High. We come in as heirs with
Christ, and He is our Father. We belong to no
dispensation.

He does not say here as in the prayer of chap-
ter i, “that ye may know ;” here it is internal;
we have it. He is in us as life, but here it is
another thing ; that He may “dwell in our hearts
by faith.” (1 John iv. 16.) See what a difference
that makes ; it spiritualises the whole life. It is
wonderful how far he goes here. In Romans v.
we have the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost ; purely God’s love. I
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get it in its absolute purity, in the heart of God
Himself. I had no part in what saved me except
my sins. Christ is the centre of all God’s
purposes in glory, and I have Him in my heart.
When I get Christ in me, I am at the centre.

Verse 18. Then I get, “ May be able to compre-
hend with all saints what is the length, breadth,
depth, height.” What is that ?. Of God’s glory !
He brings me back to that centre, and I am at
the very centre of glory in heaven! It is
beautiful that he stops there.

Then he says: “That you may know the love
of Christ which passeth knowledge.” Impossible
to go beyond that! T may not be able to take it
all in, but it has taken me all in. I cannot realise
the thought of infinite space; consequently, I
never can get out of it; I am lost in it; still T
know the love of Christ which passeth know-
ledge. We are creatures even in glory; “we
know it,” and “it passeth knowledge,” goes to-
gether. There is nothing of God that is reveal-
able that is not revealed. We may think of one
part at one time, and of another at another
time, but we have it all revealed. “Filled unto
all the fulness of God.”

Verse 20. “Unto Him . . .. according to the
power that worketh 4» us.” He is to be glorified
in the church. He is looking for a power work-
ing in us,and Christ being glorified in the church
by that. People generally separate the last two
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verses, bub they go together; it is according to
the power that worketh in us, there will be glory
to Him in the church by Christ Jesus.

(3. N. D)

The Lord’s ways are very wonderful, and He
knows what we do not. His heart and His
government, perfect in wisdom, are the rest for
our hearts, and give a peace which no under-
standing of His ways could ever give. So in
Philippians iv., Himself is our portion; and
precious as are all His ways, they are only means
for our getting to know Himself and resting in
the love which is beyond all the blessing which
flows from it, and which finds its full expression
in the cross.

“I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward,” He said to Abrabam. It was not
what He gave, but Himself, the giver. And
it was this that Abraham had to learn, in order
to become practically the “friend” it was God’s
intention to make him. Blessing given along
the way was the occasion of exercising his
heart, and leading him gradually to personal
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acquaintance with the Blesser. But his heart.
was not to stop at the blessing; it was only
when he was ready to give all up into God’s
hand, that he came to be truly resting in the
One from whom all had been received, and who-
was leading him on to yet brighter blessing
beyond. And so he was called “ the friend of’
God.” W.J. L

Works suited to Christ are as much ordained
beforehand by God as He has ordained redemp-
tion and our place in Christ. Go and imitate
God Himself: Ephesians v. 1. He sends us out
from the place there to do as Christ did here.

(G. v.w.)



THE BREAD OF GOD,

Joun vi. 47-71.

I HAVE it a little on my heart to seek to unfold,
a8 God may enable me by His Spirit, the verses
we have read in this chapter, which are more
especially connected with the appropriation by
the believer of the death of the Son of man. I
need hardly say that this connects itself very
intimately with the blessing of eternal life, into
which the believer is brought.

I would first say a few words as to the general
place in this Gospel of these two chapters, the
fifth and sixth.

There is a certain development in'the truth
that runs all through the Gospels. There was
more than one side in the Person of the blessed
Lord, and we get this opened out by the four
evangelists. In John v. Jesus is presented to us
as the Son of God acting in divine sovereignty :
“The Son quickeneth whom he will.” And then
again: “The Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son.” The
great point of chapter v. is that the Lord Jesus
exercises divine prerogative. God is the Judge,
but all judgment is committed “unto the Son,
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that all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father.”

But in chapter vi,, what is brought before us is
the form in which eternal life was presented to
men; it is an incarnate Christ, the true bread
from heaven, the Son of man, sealed by the
Father, who gives His flesh for the life of the
world. This is the great point that the Lord
presses in this chapter.

The Jews claimed to be the people of privilege.
They say: “ Our fathers did eat manna in the
desert ; as it is written, He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.” But the Lord answers: “ Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
QGod is he which cometh down from heaven, and
giveth life unfo the world.” An incarnate Christ
was the form in which God presented His Son to
man to be received ; and a humbled Christ is
food for the believer. He adds, “ Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood,
ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh,
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life.” If the
Jews had really discerned the grace of His
humiliation, that He really was the Son of God,
they would have had eternal life, but they must
have gone on to appropriate His death. I have
no doubt this would have been the case, but it is.
not my subject to-n