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THE SON OF GOD: 
HIS WORDS OR MAN'S WORDS? 

1 HAD taken my Beat one afternoon in a train leaving 
Liverpool for Southport, when a Romish priest entered 
the carriage, and sat down on the seat opposite to me. 
Having long had a desire to speak to a priest, I felt that 
this was my opportunity. I said, " Sir, I have long had 
an impression on my mind, and I should take it as a 
favour if you would allow me to ask you a question." 
He very politely said, " I shall be most happy to answer 
you to the best of my ability." I said, " Well, sir, if I 
am rightly informed, there is a very serious question at 
issue between you and the Son of God." " Indeed," he 
replied, and all eyes were turned towards us, and all ears 
were opened to know what this could be. " The question 
is this, sir; the Son of God says (John v. 24), ' Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my words, and 
believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life ;'—now, sir, I have been told that all you 
priests say, * Verily, verily, we say unto you, he that 
heareth our words, andbelieveth on Him that sent us, can 
never know that he hath everlasting life,—shall never in 
the present life know whether he shall come into condem
nation or not, nor whether he is passed from death unto 
life or not.' Now, sir, I wish to know from you, whether 
there is so flat a contradiction in your teaching, to the 
words of the Son of God." I shall never forget the man's 
look. He said, "May I ask who you are ?" "Oh," 
said I, " through the mercy of God, I am one who has 
heard and received the words of Christ, and I have 
found them words of life. I do believe that God sent 
Him to die the sacrifice for my sins. I do believe that 
God raised Him from the dead. I have redemption 
through His precious blood—even the forgiveness of 
sins ; yes, and His blood cleanseth me from all sins. Oh, 
yes ! I do believe these precious words, and I have 
everlasting life, tond shall not come into condemnation, 
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I havo passed from doath unto life,—hearing His words 
I have all this ;—What should I havo if I believed your 
words ?" "Ah," says the priest, " you must be mistaken 
in supposing it possible in this life to know that you are 
saved, or what could St. Paul mean, when he said, ' No 
man knows whether he is worthy of favour or hatred ?' " 
I reached the Bible which I had in my hand, towards 
him, and said, " Will you kindly shew me where St. Paul 
says any such thing." " Oh," says he, " I think you 
know more about it than I do, you can find it sooner 
than I can." I replied, " Indeed I cannot find what is not 
in his writings—but I will gladly read what he does say. 
In the Acts xiii. 38, 39, after speaking of the death and 
resurrection of Christ, he says ' Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by him 
all that believe are justified from all things,' &c. In 
Eom. v. 1, he says, ' Therefore, being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
(Col. i. 14.) ' In whom ivehave redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.' Why, my dear sir, 
there is nothing makes a man so happy as to know that 
his sins are forgiven" " But do you mean to say there^ 
is no such passage in the Bible as the one I named ?" 
asked the priest. " On the subject of salvation there 
is not such a text," I replied. " Solomon, when speak
ing of the vanity of this life, did say, ' No manknoweth 
either love or hatred by all that is before them.' (Eccl. 
ix. 1.) He did not mean to deny the Gospel by this 
passage but urged the usual mistake." " I think," said 
he, " that man must be very presumptuous, who thinks 
himself so holy and so good as to be quite sure he is 
saved. He may have many of the fruits of the Spirit 
in him, but yet it becomes him humbly to doubt." 
'^Yes, indeed," said I, " and if that were the ground 
oi salvation, it would become him for ever to doubt— 
but, sir, you make a fatal mistake in supposing that a 
Christian's hope is based on his goodness or holiness, 
or even on the work of the Spirit in him. There are 
thousands who are seeking peace with God this way, I 
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know, but there never was one that found it thus. No, 
sir, it is not my work, or the work of the Spirit in rne 
—but the work of the Son of God for me, on which I 
must rely. He loved me, and gave Himself for me. Now, 
I ask, is it presumption to believe on Him whom God 
raised from the dead ? He is the rock that shall never be 
moved. Have you never read, sir, in chapter x. of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, that the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ for ever perfects, and that the Holy Ghost 
is to bear witness of this ? (Heb. x. 14,15.) ' For by one 
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sancti
fied. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us.' 
Yes, and however men may reject his witness, still it is 
true that we ' have boldness to enter into the Holiest by 
the blood of Jesus.5 This peace can never be interrupted. 
Now, sir, would you not be very happy if you were quite 
sure that God had for Christ's sake, forgiven your sins 
—as He certainly had forgiven the Ephesian believers, 
and every believer mentioned in the New Testament ?" 
" Ah," he said, " if you will come up to my house at Bir
kenhead, I will teach you." He said this as he left the 
train. My last words to him were these :—" That would 
be poor teaching where all is uncertainty and darkness." 
Just as the priest had left the carriage, a young man 
who had listened with the deepest attention, said, " Will 
you speak to me a little further, of the difference 
between resting on the finished work of Christ for me, 
and the work of the Spirit in me?" He said, that 
li he had for many years been an anxious seeker of sal
vation, but had looked for a sufficient depth of the 
Spirit's work in him, to be sure he had the witness of 
the Spirit and was saved." A friend who was with me, 
from Manchester, showed him from the Word, that the 
Spirit did not bear witness how good we are, but how 
exceedingly bad, how utterly ruined we are by sin; but 
that God Himself has sent His Son to be offered up for 
our sins—and that the moment we cease from our own 
foolish efforts to be saved by our works, and come to 
Christ with all our sin and misery, just as we are, then 
we have peace, according to His own words, " Come 
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unto me, all ye that labour and aro heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." In short, that the Spirit bears wit
ness to the glory and worth of Christ. Light burst into 
the young man's soul, and at once he found peace 
through the precious blood of Christ. 

And now, dear reader, with eternity before you, may 
I ask, Are you saved ? If not, when and how do you 
expect to be saved ? If not saved, you belong to that 
world which has rejected and put to death the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the son of God. The Romish jyriest has 
no salvation for you. He does not even know that he 
is saved himself. If you know a priest, ask him if he 
knows himself to be saved, and you will find on this 
most important question all is uncertainty with him. 
Come to Christ: all is certain. " My peace I give unto 
you." Oh, don't delay; to-morrow may be too late. 
Do you ask, What shall I do ? Oh, hear the words of 
Christ—let no man hinder you from searching the 
Scriptures. " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world." Behold Him now, His 
work of redemption finished, He has sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. As sure as you 
are reading this paper—so sure is it, that He who died 
for sin is in the glory alive from the dead, raised for 
our justification;—even so sure is it, that he that be
lieves on Him who raised Christ from the dead (Rom. 
iv. 24), is justified, is saved. Let go doubt, let go 
works, let go self, let go all; receive Christ, trust 
Christ—oh, is it so ? is Christ your all ? If so, you 
have life—risen life, the life of the risen victorious 
Christ, the Son of God,—for he that hath the Son hath 
life. If you be risen in Christ, seek to give body, soul, 
and spirit to Him, not that you may be saved, but be
cause He so loved you as to save you by His own death. 
Oh, the love of Christ! the love of God! "We love 
Him because He first loved us. 

Price Is. per 100. 
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THE H A N D C U F F S : 
OR, THE DESERTER. 

I WAS walking along the Birmingham platform for a few 
minutes before the train started for Bristol, when my 
attention was drawn to a deserter, handcuffed, and seated 
between a private and a sergeant. His features betrayed 
distress of mind. The thought suddenly occurred to 
me, if my Master were here, He would take His seat 
by the side of this man. Yes, blessed Jesus, Thy heart 
was too full of compassion, ever to pass by a dis
tressed sufferer. These thoughts led me to take my 
seat opposite the poor man. I sat some time in silence, 
thinking of the mercy of God, in delivering me from 
Sergeant Satan, and the handcuffs of sin. Reader, if 
you are delivered, thank God—if not, then sit down 
with me a little, and listen attentively. The poor de
serter appeared to be about forty years of age. He had 
been a deserter many years, but had become so ex
ceedingly miserable, that he had given himself up to 
the authorities. Having been thus severed from those 
most dear to him on earth, and that probably for ever, 

' I found his heart was too full of sorrow to bear much 
conversation ; but the following, as nearly as I can re
member, took place with the sergeant. 

"You seem to have brought your captive some 
distance ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, from beyond Glasgow !" 
" Indeed! It must be very painful to have had the 

hands in that bound position so far." 
" Oh yes, sir." 
The man's heart seemed nearly as hard as the 

bayonet by his side. 
" Well, sergeant," said I, " have you got your hand

cuffs off yet ? or are j^ou still led captive by the 
devil ? He knows that sin will handcuff a man, and 
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drag him along to judgment and to hell.—It's gore 
work, sergeant, to be dragged like that, Eh ?" 

" Well, sir, I'll tell you, I think a soldier will have 
less to answer for than anybody. He is not tempted 
to rob and cheat, like the commercial man ; and, in
deed, he's a good-hearted fellow, only he gets a little 
sup too much grog sometimes." 

" Ah, there you may be mistaken. I think I can shew 
you a greater sin than taking the drink. I will suppose 
this prisoner, first to have been led to enlist through the 
influence of drink. Granted, then, that drink has made 
him what he is. He may cast a look far behind him 
and say, My sin in drinking has broken the heart of my 
poor wife, has dragged me from my crying children;" 
—(here the tears began to run down the face of the 
poor deserter)—" well now, sergeant, if an officer from 
the Horse-guards were to meet you on your way, say at 
Cheltenham, with the good news for our friend here, 
that a great ransom had been paid—that the Queen had 
sent down his discharge—now, sergeant, which would 
be the greater sin ? the drunkenness that has brought 
all this misery on himself and his poor family, or the 
hard-hearted cruel sin of refusing to trust to the ransom 
purchased at so great a price ? 0 let me tell you, sin 
has brought us into bondage, misery, and death. Satan 
has thus handcuffed man to himself. This man might 
sleep, and dream there was no sergeant here, and no 
handcuffs; but when ho wakes up he finds it is only a 
dream. You are still there. And men may dream there 
is no devil, to whom they are bound by sin, and dragged 
by lust; but, when they truly awake, they find this 
bondage a terrible reality. But ah ! if you knew the 
love of God, to us poor handcuffed sinners I Even 
whilst we were yet shiners, God gave a great price for 
our ransom. Yes ; " whilst we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us." The ransom price is paid—God has ac
cepted it, even the precious blood of Christ; for God 
hath raised Him from the dead, and sends a free dis
charge to every sinner that believeth. And now, ser
geant, how long would it take you to unfasten the 
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handcuffs of this poor man ? (Hero the sergeant took 
out a little key, and shewed me how soon it could be 
done.) That little key is like faith. Yes, even so Boon, 
the soul that believes God's testimony, that on the 
cross, the ransom has been paid—that through Jesus is 
preached the forgiveness of sins—that by Him all that 
believe are justified—yes, even so soon, that soul is 
free. The chains of sin and condemnation are broken 
for ever. Now, sergeant, which is the worst sin ?— 
that which brought the guilt and condemnation, and 
which is hurrying man to judgment and to everlasting 
destruction; or, that cruel sin of rejecting and despis
ing the wondrous love of God in giving His only-be
gotten Son ? Yes, rejecting the only ransom, even the 
blood of the Son of God ?" The sergeant seemed never 
before to have heard these " words of life." And oh, 
how comforting it was to my heart, to see the face of 
that poor deserter brighten up with joy! The Lord 
opened his ear at least, to hear the gospel of the grace 
of God. Keader, are you still a bond-slave of Satan, 
hurrying on to hell ? Let me ask you, Who can deliver 
you but Christ ? The handcuffed prisoner could not 
deliver himself. I asked him what he could do. Ah, 
he could scarcely get his hand to his eyes to wipe off 
the tears. I asked the sergeant what he would think 
of a would-be officer who should deny the sufficiency of 
that ransom which had been accepted by the Queen, 
and should begin to speak thus—" Ah, true, it was a 
great price; but do not believe the Queen will discharge 
you, without you do something, to increase the value of 
that ransom, and when you have done all that you can 
you may merely hope for liberty. Do not be so pre
sumptuous as to believe that message of the Queen." 
The sergeant could not endure even the thought of such 
cruel lies. 
, Ah, this reminds one of Paul, who said, Let such 
perverters of the gospel be accursed. It was with this 
loyal zeal for God he wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. 
And is not this the great lie of the day ? You are vir
tually told not to believe the all-sufficiency of the finished 
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work of Christ, thow/h God Himself has accepted the 
ramom, and proved this by raising Him who offered it 
from the dead. These wolves in sheep's clothing tell 
you that God will not pardon your sins for Christ's 
sake only; that He will not give you a free discharge 
from the power of sin and Satan, throvyh the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ (done. Oh flee ! flee from 
such dreaming liars ! " Do the best you can" !—best, 
eh!—when there is no best in a handcuffed sinner. 
"Keep the law!"—when God Himself says, If that 
were possible, Christ has died in vain. Away with 
such lies ! Turn to the word of God. Read Romans 
hi.; 1 John iv.; Hebrews x. Believe the testimony of 
God to the value of the blood of Christ. He is sincere. 

"It is true that he that believeth on the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall be saved. 

But you ask, Are there to be no good works ? Oh 
yes ! But are the handcuffs on or off ?—that is the 
question. The soul that has really been delivered from 
the power of Satan, will never forget its liberation. ' ' We 
love him, because he first loved us." " God is love, 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him," Believe, then; believe and live. 

O.S. 
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"SMASHED TO PIECES." 
I HAD left Birmingham for Derby, in company with 
a friend, and after we had travelled some distance, he 
gave away a few tracts. I observed an old man read
ing the one given to him with very marked attention. 
Though a working man, his wrinkled forehead and care
worn face bore marks of mental anguish, of no ordinary 
character. I felt a strong desire to speak to the old 
man, but could not make a beginning. I mentally 
offered a short prayer; it was this,—" Lord, if it be 
Thy will that I should speak to this man, cause him to 
speak to me first." I sat still a few minutes, when he 
put up his finger for me. I went and sat by him. He 
said, " I want to speak to you." (If the reader does 
not know what prayer is, he will perhaps wonder at 
this.) I looked at his anxious face, as he said, " When 
I was a young man, I read Thomas Paine, Voltaire, and 
many such ; and their writing suited me well then, for 
I liked to have my full fling in sin ; and I had it, both 
here and far away, across the seas. I travelled both on 
the continent, and also in South America; and what 
scenes haye I been in! But now" (pointing to his 
grey hair), " oh, this remorse! it smashes me to pieces." 
I shall never forget the look with which these words 
were spoken. Oh, my soul! thought I, how much 
like hell is the anguish of remorse. Almost before I 
could speak, he went on to say, " I think the deceitful 
ways of professors make more infidels than all the 
writings that infidels themselves have written." " Well," 
I said, "if it were not for an old book I have in my 
pocket, which tells all about that, I should be staggered 
myself." " Indeed," said he ; " what book is that ?" 
" Oh," said I, " i t is the Bible; and there is not an 
evil in the professing church which was not plainly 
foretold. But you have looked long enough at man; 
there is nothing in him to heal your broken, smashed 
heart; I want you to look at another object and that 
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object is God. You will find no deceit in Him; indeed, 
all is sincere love. I don't fink you to do this or that 
to get to God, but I want to toll you, smashed under 
sin and guilt at* you arc, what (lad Una done to <j«l to 
you. I want to tell you what Ho is, and what lie has 
done, as displayed through the cross of Christ, The 
love that in Boon there is all Hincero, and it is all the 
work of God* Man put Christ to death, but God HO 
loved. Yes, it is the cross of Christ alono that heals the 
broken heart. It has been truly said, that to heal the 
broken heart, Christ's own heart must bo broken first* 
It was broken, lie died for us, * tho just for the 
unjust, to bring us to God/ " I pointed out the 
difference between our having to seek and to servo 
God, in order to bo saved, and God's having sent His 
8on to seek and to save that which was lost, I told him 
the following anocdoto to illustrate this most import
ant difference:—A man I knew, in .Derbyshire, was 
walking in a dangerous mine, with a candlo in his hand, 
when a drop of water from tho roof fell upon his candle, 
and put out the light. The mine was a very dangerous 
place, and he, alone and without light, could not find 
his way out. Ho remained a long timo in this dreary 
condition, until ho became greatly alarmed; indeed, 
such was the effect on his mind, that ho was in danger 
of losing his reason. Whilst in this state, ho thought 
he saw the glimmering of a light, It was a light; ho 
fixed his eyes on that light; it came nearer and nearer, 
until at last ho saw the face of his own brother, who 
had come to seek him. His friends having become 
alarmed on account of his long absence, his brother had 
descended into this pit of darkness to seek and to save 
him that was lost. " Mind you," said I, " he did not 
stand at the pit's mouth, calling out, that if his lost 
brother would but come out of that pit of darkness, ho 
would then save him, as many falsely represent Christ 
as doing, > No j he came to the very place where that 
brother was, and who needed his help." I said to tho 
old man, " You are in the dark pit of sin and death ; 
your candle of youth has been put out; you are begin* 
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rung to feci something of tbo fearful solitude; alone 
without God. T)o you catch a glimmering of the light 
in tho face of Jesus Christ? Fix your eye there. 
The light will come nearer and nearer, till it shews you, 
in thai blessed One, the face of a Saviour, who does 
not tell you to come out of the pit first to save yourself, 
and that then, when you do not need saving, He will 
save you. Oh, no, Ho knew we were *too far lost for 
that. Ho descended into tho very pit of sin and 
death; He bore sin's curse and condemnation, that 
there might be none for us; and lie ahne can, and 
does, deliver from sin's power. He comes to you in the 
pit; give Him your hand, He will lead you to eternal 
day." 

There was power in the name of Jesus; a change 
passed over tho old man's countenance; the raging 
storm was calming down; tho goodnm of God was 
leading him to repentance. He had novcr thus seen 
God manifest in the flesh, as the God of love. He 
had long been trying to get out of the pit, like many 
others, but had never before seen Jesus coming into it 
to save him. Our conversation was suddenly stopped 
—we parted at Dorby. I trust we shall meet again at 
the great and glorious terminus—the coming of the 
Lord, 

Well, reader, what say you to these things ? Have 
you been "smashed to pieces?" Have you felt tho 
bitter sting of remorso ? Judas felt that. But I will 
ask another question, Havo you ever felt the power 
of tho love of Christ ? Judas felt tho one—Peter felt 
both. You may bo saying, " I am too bad to be saved; 
I havo tried so often; and oh, my sins! If I could but 
undo what I havo done I" Were you not saying this 
to yourself the other day ? You can never return to 
innocence. You can never have peace, but through 
tho blood of Christ. If you could be ever so good to 
the end of life, still those past sins come as fresh as 
ever before you; and, as tho old man said," The older 
wo get, the heavier they become." Ah, this will bo 
true in hell for ever. Oh, let me tell you, there is no 
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relief but by lookup at (ho blood of Christ; thia only 
gives mo relief; my aiiis wore laid on Him ; they 
have broken His heart. IIut you say you have tried 
so often, How have you tried ? Have you tried to 
prove yourself better than God's word says you are ? 
Or, have you tried to get out of the pit, and cannot ? 
God well knows you cannot. If you could have been 
saved in your Vay, Christ need not have died. You 
have tried and failed. Christ did not fail. He 
finished the work of redemption. This is most cer
tain, for God raised Him from the dead. Forgiveness 
of sins is preached in His name, and by Him all that 
believe are justified from all things. (Acts xiii. 38, 39; 
Rom. v. 1.) My friend, this is a great salvation, it is 
worthy of all acceptation, yes, of your acceptation, "that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom 
I am chief." Now, you trust Him, and see if it cannot 
be done ; nay, if you trust Him, it is done. " He that 
believeth hath everlasting life." " We have redemp
tion through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins." 
Reader, dost thou believe on the Son of God ? Having 
no confidence in thyself, praise Him for all that is past, 
trust Him for all that is to come. He says, " Sin 
shall not have dominion over you." There may be 
falterings and faintings, but faith, that has done with 
self, and takes hold only on Christ, shall overcome to 
the very end, 

C. Sc 
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T H E L O S T T I C K E T : 
OR IS YOUlt LI1E INSURED? 

THE London train was just about to leave the Exeter 
platform, when a lady exclaimed, " I Lave lost my 
ticket/' Her concern became so great, that guards and 
passengers searched the train, but the ticket could not 

' be found. After the confusion had subsided, I said to 
my fellow passengers, " Is it not very strange that 
there should be such anxiety about this ticket, which 
is but the passport of a day, and may soon be forgotten, 
while so many have no concern whatever about the 
journey of life, or whether they have a ticket that will 
pass them into heaven at last ? You may see a man 
get his insurance ticket, post it to his friends, and look 
as if he had done a very prudent act." " Is it not," I 
said again, " strange that man should be so prudent and 
thoughtful for present things, and yet not care to have 
eternal life insured ? Oh, that there were the same 
desire to have the passport of salvation, and to know it." 
A man in the next compartment stood up, and said, 
'/ Will you have the kindness to tell me how a person 
is to have eternal life insured, and how he is to know 
it with certainty; in -other words, what is his ticket 
for heaven, and how is he to know when he has got 
i t ? " It was evident from the man's manner, that he 
felt the question to be of the utmost importance. I said, 
" We will take the case of a life insurance for illus
tration :—A man insures his life in a certain office; 
he believes the large figures, stating the amount of 
capital paid up, to be real; the policy is deposited 
in the safe keeping of his banker, lest he should lose 
it himself. Now, I ask, how does he know for certain 
that his life is, as it is called, i insured ?' " " Oh," said 
the man, " h e cannot doubt it, if he have confidence 
in the company, and in his bankers." " Very well, to 
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carry out the figure—whon I look to God for salvation, 
I ain assured that the capital has all been paid up/ 
Neither gold nor silver, words nor figures, can express 
the priceless value of the precious blood of Christ:— 
and, mind you, the Cross was no instalment, leaving 
future calls to be met by sinful man. Oh, no!—all 
was paid. The price of redemption was paid to the 
full, and paid for ever." " But what is the life policy, 
and how am I to know that I.have it ?" " Christ risen 
from the dead is the life policy. God has shewn His 
full and eternal satisfaction and joy by raising that 
Blessed One from the dead, and exalting Him to the 
highest glory. Now, as Christ thus died for our ini
quities, His being raised again, declared that His death 
had put away our sins. Yes, His resurrection was 
as really for our justification, as His death was for 
our sins. Unless the question of sin is seen to be for 
ever settled by Christ for us, we never can have full as
surance of faith, as to final salvation. Christ having 
finished the great work of atonement, and having as
cended up on high, the Holy Ghost came down from 
heaven, with the glad tidings of salvation, through the 
blood of Christ, and of eternal life, in Him who is 
alive from the dead. All who have, through grace, 
believed this testimony, have been saved. The illus
tration then holds good ; just as when the capital 
of an insurance company is real, and a life policy 
deposited in safe keeping, where it can neither be lost 
nor stolen, even so the believer knows by faith in God's 
word, that the atonement for sin has been made ; and 
that Christ is his life policy; for ' He is our life ;'—' he 
that hath the Son hath life/ He is at God's right hand 
for us, where we can neither lose Him, nor can aught 
possibly take Him away. Faith says, ' because He 
lives, we shall live also.' Christ alive from the dead 
—raised to glory—is the believer's life policy,—his 
passport to heaven. If my salvation were in my own 
keeping, I should be sure to lose it. ' Therefore, being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' Yes, this simple heart confi-
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dence in God removes every doubt. The love of God 
is shed abroad in the heart, and the Spirit bears wit
ness that I am a child of God." "This seems very 
clear," said the man ; " but will you allow me to state a 
difficulty I have had for many years?" "Oh, cer
tainly." " Well, sir, it is this:—I read in the Epistlo 
to the Romans, that 'justification is entirely through 
Christ, by faith, without the works of the law,' and this 
hath given me comfort, but then, I read in James, 
'Ye see then how that by works a man is justified; 
and not by faith only.' Now, sir, this has perplexed 
me for many years." " At first sight," said I, " thero 
seems a contradiction, but it is only in appearance. In 
Romans the great question of justification before God 
is discussed; and before Him nothing short of absolute 
perfection can stand; and hence, Christ alone being 
perfect, we can only be justified by and in Him. But 
in James it is, justification before men: ' Ye see bre
thren ;' and men can only judge by works. Abra
ham was justified before God by faith, at the birth of 
Isaac ; but he was justified by works before men thirty 
years after, when he offered him up. True faith is 
sure to work by love, and is sure to produce fruits. If 
you believe the kindness of a person to you in your need, 
you are sure to be affected by it. We love God be
cause He first loved us. But where so many make a 
fatal mistake is, in the vain attempt to produce work 
before justification. When you see your neighbour's 
chimney smoke in a morning, what do you think ? 
Why, that the fire has been kindled. There is sure to 
be smoke if the fire is applied—but you don't make 
smoke first. One person might speak of the kindling* • 
of the fire within; another might speak of the smoke 
seen without. There would be a great difference—but 
no contradiction. The Spirit of God, by Paul, speaks 
of the kindling of eternal life within; by James, He 
speaks of its manifestation without; surely both are 
true. You put the seed in the earth, and with God's 
blessing you expect the plant, and then the fruit. If 
salvation were by works, then could none be saved." 
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The man left tho train with an expression of real thank
fulness ; his last words wore, " I hope to tell to others 
the gospel I have heard this day—Salvation first, and 
works after." Reader ! is your life insured in heaven ? 
Can you look by faith at Christ Jesus, in the presence 
of God, and say, He is my righteousness, my passport. 
He has taken possession of heaven for me ? Does Christ 
dwell in your heart the hope of glory ? Or, are you 
gliding along the rails of life without a ticket ? "Yon 
may bo a professor; you niay be trying by self-right
eousness to buy a ticket, and hope some day to get one 
—that is, to be saved. It won't do. If God deals with 
yon on that ground, you are lost. However you may 
deny the death of Christ, God never can. No, no, He 
will not sell you the ticket. It. must be a free gift. 
The gift of God is eternal life, even Christ,—God's 
greatest gift of love. " God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. These things have I 
written unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life" (1 John v. 11-13.) The New Testament is full 
of this assurance of salvation. It is no use saying, you 
are doing the best you can. What! do you mean you 
are doing the best you can whilst seeking to be saved 
in some other way than by God's free gift to lost sin
ners ?—eternal salvation, in, through, and by Christ ? 
Oh, but you say, " my frames and feelings." Air, you 
will never be saved by looking at frames and feelings. 
Look away from your feelings—simply to Christ. A 
person does not say, " I feel nice and.happy—so it's all 
right—I dare say I have my ticket." No; he first 
finds his ticket, and then feels happy. So, my reader, 

. may you never rest till you have found Christ to be the 
all-sufficient passport to the haven of eternal rest. 
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ISatltotig STracts.—No. 5. 

" J U S T IN TIME." 
SOMETIMES God is pleased to use a few words in the 
awakening of a soul. Such was the case some years ago, 
in the following remarkable manner. The porters at 
the Sheffield station had cried, " Take your seats for 
Derby and the South,'' when I observed a man making 
the utmost exertion to reach the train before it started. 
It was a struggle. "All right!" shouted the guard. 
The driver answered with a whistle. The train moved. 
The man was just in time. He took his seat by my 
side ; smack went the door. I said, " AND THE DOOR 
SHALL BE SHUT." I do not remember that another 
word passed between us. Two years afterwards, wThen 
I had quite forgotten the circumstance, a friend of mine 
met with the same man, who told him that those words, 
" And the door shall be shut," produced such a solemn 
impression on his mind, that he could not, by any 
means, forget them. When he awoke in the morning, 

* and all day long, they sounded in his ears. The 
madness and danger of delaying his salvation to the 
last moment became so evident, that he believed 
that circumstance had been used of God in bringing 
him to Christ. 

Reader, those are, indeed, solemn words, in that 
prophetic parable of the ten virgins, " And the door 
was shut." The gospel train is fast filling ; the last 
person will soon be in i t ; and then, can you tell 
what you would feel, not to be just in time, but just 
too late ? Would you like to be one who shall cry, 
"Lord, Lord, open unto u s?" when the only answer 
will be, " Depart from me, ye that work iniquity; I 
know you not." 

Hark you, the gospel porters cry " Take your seats." 
But you say, " I have not paid my fare; and worse 
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still, I cannot pay it.11 Do you really own this to be 
true ? Have you tried to pay your fare to heaven 
by good works, and do you own that you are still a 
vile and worthless sinner ? Whether you say so or 
not, God says so: " The scripture hath concluded all 
under sin." Yes, you stand at the station, and though 
the price required is immense to pass you from the 
kingdom and power of Satan to God, yet, strange as 
it may seem, those only can take their seats, who have 
nothing of their own to pay. The full price has been 
paid, even the precious blood of Christ. That which 
many a poor soul wants to be done, has been done. 
" IT IS FINISHED !" Yes, the full fare has been paid. 
Ask God Himself, if the death of Christ for, your 
sins is not enough to justify you in taking your seat, 
and enough to justify Him in receiving you to glory ? 
The resurrection of Christ is God's answer to both 
these questions. If God gave Jesus to die for our 
sins, and thus to pay the fare in the giving up of His 
own life, God also raised Him from the dead for our 
very justification. Take your seat; then, and who shall 
condemn you? " I t is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God; who also maketh intercession for us." Take 
YOUR SEAT, rest in the finished work of Christ. Who 
dare, or can, take us out of God's train of grace? 
" "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ?" 
But you say, " This is veTy strange ; a porter told me 
that I had to do much by prayer and amendment of 
life, and by deep repentance, before ever I could take 
my seat in God's train. I have been trying for years, 
but I do not know how much would satisfy God for 
my fare. I never before heard that it was all done, and 
that my ticket must be a free gift, because my fare 
has been paid, even the blood of God's Son." The 
porter that told you this story of works for salvation 
belongs to another company, and you will not find a 
passenger in his train who knows his fare is paid for 
heaven. I was once on that line myself, but I never 
was happy* I found it all tunnel, and we had no light 
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in our carriage, and then it was down-hill, and so fast, 
and all uncertainty as to where we were going, that 
I do thank God for stopping the train, and making 
known to me His free grace. But you say, " There 
must be repentance." Yes, and what repentance is 
like that change of mind when a person believes the 
testimony of God—to the death and resurrection of 
Christ—that is, that all who believe ARE justified 
from all things ? And you say, " There must be a 
forsaking of sin and the world." True, but I never 
saw a person get faster away from the place, than 
by taking his seat in a train. Would you really give 
up sin and the world? Then believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and, without money and without price, 
take your seat in a finished salvation. Do you want 
to be fifty miles from a given place in two hours ? The 
power of steam can take you; you quietly trust this 
power ; the train takes you. It is not you who take 
the train. Ah ! men can trust anything but God! 
you want to be far away from sin, then take your 
seat, believing the death of Christ has paid your fare, 
and the mighty power of God shall bear you onward 
far away. 

The devil has many lines, all of which lead to hell. 
There is only one to heaven. Jesus alone is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. You may say, " Do not bother 
me. I will not travel on any line." In that you are 
greatly mistaken. Travel you must. Every day is a 
day nearer heaven or hell. Look at the crowd about 
you; and let me ask, where is the crowd that thronged 
this world a hundred years ago ? But hark again ! there 
is one speaks from heaven : " Behold, I comequickly !" 
His words are fast fulfilling. The professing church is 
as He said it would be: " While the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept." Some are saying, " We 
will not believe He is coming." Others, " We will not 
have Him to reign over us." Few, very few, are wait
ing for the Son of God from heaven. But the word 
of God assures us, He will suddenly come, and take the 
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world with as great a surprise as the flood in the days 
of Noah, or the destroying fire of God, that fell when 
the sun had arisen on Sodom. 

Men may laugh now, as men laughed then; and 
scorners may say, " Where is the promise of his 
coming ?" But, after years of prayerful searching of . 
the scriptures, I take dod at His word ; and tell you 
plainly that " they that are ready shall go in, and the 
door shall he shut." And how soon no one knows, 
" For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 
Then we which are alive and remain, shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 
What an event! 

Ah, reader! are you ready ? Can you say, " Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly?" You tremble at the 
thought. Your sins! Ah! you could not bear to 
meet the Lord with them unpardoned. Oh ! bring 
them at once to the cross. None ever sought forgive
ness and were denied. "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved." There are thousands 
of professors whose lamps are gone out, or going out, 
and who have no oil, in their vessels. Think of the 
midnight cry! awake from that fatal slumber ! Fellow 
believer, go to Christ for oil. Trim your lamp; gird 
up your loins ; be like one that waits for your Lord. 
" For yet' a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry." And then, farewell, poor world 
of sorrow,sin, and death : welcome,bright eternal joy I 
for ever with the Lord I C. S. 
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" C O N V E R S A T I O N ; " 
OR, 

"THE COMMERCIAL'S WAY TO BE SAVED." 

THERE aro few opportunities so favourable for candid 
conversation as railway travelling; and though a com
mercial traveller myself, I think I may be allowed to say, 
there are few persons better qualified than commercial 
travellers for sustaining intelligent conversation. A 
short time ago I was travelling with two, who for in
tellectual ability might not bo surpassed by any on the 
road. I felt an anxious desire to know what were their 
thoughts on that most important of all subjects, the 
salvation of the soul. 

In course of conversation, I inquired of one of them, 
" How do you really think a man is to be saved ?" He 
replied, "No doubt the man who keeps the ten com
mandments is a happy man, and I believe that is the way 
to be saved." His fellow-traveller remarked, " I did 
think so, but I heard Dr. Some-one, of Leeds, preach a 
sermon which convinced me that it was only necessary to 
keep the last six." This was said in all seriousness. I 
replied, " I will not say ten, nor six; but now, if one had 
to be kept FOB salvation, tell me who could be saved ? 
If Adam, happy in innocence, did not keep ONE, but fell, 
would it not be a fearful thing for us, fallen in sin, and 
surrounded by innumerable temptations, as we are, to 
have our eternal salvation to depend on our perfect obe
dience even to one command ? No! my friends, redemp
tion through the blood of Christ is a very different thing 
from our trying to keep the commandments. We must 
have redemption FIKST through the blood of Christ, 
even the forgiveness of sins; and obedience will come 
after. Not the obedience of law-keeping FOR salvatipn. 
That is impossible when you have got it FIRST. It would 
be utterly impossible to be in this carriage, and at the 
same time have something to do to get in. Just as im
possible is it to receive Christ as my salvation, and yet 
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have to keep the law to get saved." " I never saw it 
in that light," said my friend opposite. 

Well now, reader, of course I do not know your reli
gious sentiments, but, ten to one, you are on the same 
ground as the commercial. If I were to ask ten persons 
in any carriage the same question, very probably nine 
of them would have some indistinct thought, that it is 
something we have to do for *God which will save us, 
and that if we do it worthily we shall be saved. And if 
one out of the ten were to say, "Oh! no, it is what 
Christ has done for me that has saved me," I should be 
glad to hear even one out of ten give the glory to 
Christ. Well, now, is it not a miserable thing to be 
tormented with uncertainty year after year ? and not only 
uncertainty, but often the person who tries most to keep 
the commands, feels more keenly the gnawing of con
science, and the burthen of sin. Yes, no words can de
scribe the anguish of heart that some feel who are thus 
trying to get saved by keeping the law. Oh, the weight 
of guilt! The law can give you no relief. It can only 
curse you. For " as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them." (Gal. iii. 
10.) And you know well that you cannot continue in 
them. Again and again you have tried, but all in vain. 
You cannot even be what you wish to be, much more 
what the holy law of God requires. But you hope to be 
better yet. You hoped that long ago; but still you are 
rather worse than better. Some try to get saved this 
way, until, tired out, they give all up in despair, plunge 
headlong into sin, and perish in infidelity. There are 
few infidels but who were made so by false religion. 

• Just as salvation by works is preached, infidelity in
creases, until, as in popish countries, you can hardly tell 
which is which. Is it not a solemn thing, that so few, 
even in England, know the difference between the saving 
gospel and the cursing law? Well, you say, "If man 
cannot keep the law, why was it given ?" It was given 
because of transgression, that sin aight b6 manifested, 
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that every mouth might be stopped, and ail the world 
proved guilty bofore God. (See Horn. iii.; Gal. iii.) 
But the gospel sets Christ before us sent down from 
heaven. God having concluded all under sin, He now 
brings Christ, and sets Him forth, the righteousness of 
God. This holy Jesus became the substitute for sinners; 
and now it is not they who must do something to live; 
but He must die that they may live: and He has died 
for our sins according to the scriptures, God declaring 
His acceptance of that sacrifice for our sins by raising 
Him from the dead. Mark, this is not a question of men's 
opinions, but the very righteousness of God is at stake: 
the word of God puts it so. (Rom. iii. 21-28.) " Whom 
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins," #c. Yes, the death of Christ is God's own remedy 
for my sins; to deny it or doubt it is to make God a liar. 
Dare you say God is not just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth ? How is it, with the record of God in 
our hands, as given by the Holy Ghost through the 
preaching of the apostles and in all the epistles, that be
lievers are saved entirely by grace through Christ Jesus, 
and not by works of their own: I say, is it not marvel
lous that men will not believe God Himself? 

Reader, was this not an instance of the truth of that 
statement of the word of God," Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world ?" Just think of two 
commercial travellers, bright, intelligent men, but as 
ignorant of God's way of saving sinners as any Jew or 
Mahomedan on the face of the earth. The commercial's 
way to be saved, by keeping the law for salvation, is the 
thought of every unconverted person, however ignorant, 
or however learned. It is the professed doctrine of the 
millions of the Greek and Romish churches. In prin
ciple it is the same with every shade of heathenism, 
something that man can do to satisfy the god or gods of 
his own choice. Some wonder that so many are going 
over to Romanism. The wonder is that all who are on 
the ground of works for salvation do not go over to it. 
No doubt this will be the case, or worse. (See 2 Thess. 
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ii. 11.) But though hell and earth have so long, and in 
every variety of way, tried to extinguish the light of 
the gospel, it is still the power of God to salvation TO 
EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. 

Reader, if you do not care for your poor soul's salva
tion, then throw my paper away ; say plainly you will 
have si& and hell. Are you really concerned ? Have you 
long desired to be saved? What has hindered you? 
Two things. First, you have not believe'd God's testi
mony about yourself, and secondly, you have not believed 
God's testimony about Christ. As to yourself, you do not 
really believe that you are utterly ruined hj sin. If you did, 
you would see at once the folly of trying, as you try, to 
mend j^ourself. That which is partly ruined may be 
mended. If your hat fell into the water and was injured, 
it might be restored; but, if ruined, it is past mending. 
Bin has not merely injured man, but ruined him. But 
now as to the second—God's testimony of Christ. God • 
Himself has accepted the mighty ransom—God Himself 
has raised Him from the dead. God Himself declares 
that all who believe on Him are justified from all things. 
Ponder these words: " If righteousness COME by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain." Every attempt to keep 
the law for righteousness is an attempt to prove that 
Christ died in vain—that you are not so ruined, and do 
not need such a GIFT as Christ. Certain it is, without 
righteousness you cannot enter heaven ; you have none 
of your own. If you do not receive God's righteousness 
as a free gift, even Christ, what on earth or in heaven 
can save you ? Oh, fellow-believer, what wondrous love 
was that—" made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him," x 
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"WHAT A CONTRAST!" 
WE had been delayed a considerable time one morn
ing at a station a little north of Derby, when several 
of the passengers on the platform became exceedingly 
impatient. I made a remark to the following effect. 
It was much better quietly to bear what we could 
not alter. And some could even thankfully do so, be
lieving what the scripture said, " tha t all things work 
together for good to them that love God." Surely it 
would be better to wait on the platform than be killed 
on the line: every passenger might not be quite 
ready to quit this life. An old countryman came up 
to me, and told me the following circumstance. He 
said, " A few days ago I was walking across a field 
with an old friend of mine, our village blacksmith; 
and though a blacksmith, he felt so much of the love 
of Christ, that he would frequently be found visiting 
the sick and dying, and pointing them to Christ: and 
not only them, but he would often call to see Christians, 
and was very useful to those who were of a doubting 
sort. He would shew them it was not their feelings 
or their doings that would save them, but that Christ 
was all. "Well, we two were walking over the fields. 
Now he was of a tender turn of mind, which grieved 
much over the state of the world and the church.-
As we were walking he became sorely depressed at 
the thought of so much division and carnal strife 
amongst Christians. Suddenly he stopped, looked up 
with such a gaze at heaven, his face beaming with joy, 
and said, ' Oh, what a contrast! there Christ is all/ 
His face became brighter, his eyes fixed, as though 
looking at Christ in heaven; his body gently lowered 
on the grass, the pale shadow of death passed over 
his face, the spirit departed to be with Christ.'* 

I need not say I was thankful for the delay. I felt 
that it had worked together for my soul's good. The 
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departure of this honoured pastor had given a reality 
to eternal things', which produced such a thrill in my 
soul that I can never forget. Yes, I call him the 
honoured pastor, for He who called the fisherman of 
Galilee, called also the blacksmith of Derbyshire, to 
feed His sheep. Tho Holy Ghost alone can teach and 
convince of the sublime truth contained in those few 
words, " I t is not your feelings or your doings that 
can save you. Christ is all." Arc you mourning over 
sin, and longing for assured forgiveness ? Christ is 
all! "To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
have remission of sins." Do you want peace with 
God? Christ is all! "Therefore, being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our. Lord Jesus 
Christ." Do you want righteousness? Christ is 
all! " For he hath made him sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him." Do you want to be sanctified? Christ is 
all! "By the which will we are sanctified, through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once." Do you 
want to be kept from sin and Satan ? Christ is all! 
" Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter
most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever livcth 
to make intercession for them." Do you want to be 
certain, unworthy as you are, that you are an ac
cepted person with a holy God? Christ is all I 
"Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus." Now what can 
you want more ? " Oh," Says the trembling believer, 
" I want to be quite sure that I shall be with him at 
last." Christ is all 1 " We know that when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we fehall see him as 
he is." (1 John iii. 2.) If you look at your feelings 
and your doings for salvation, it is like a person trying 
to climb a steep mountain of sand—every effort 
slides him lower. Our poor feelings and our doings 
are as unstable and shifting as the sand: there is no
thing in either for faith to lay hold of. But when 
faith, looking away from tfiir feelings and doings, 
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takes fast huld of Christ, \vu arc at once on the Hock 
of Ages. This in the difference between saving faith 
and all mere spurious faith, which really is only un
belief. If you have obtained the precious faith of 
God, you look at Christ. If false faith, you arc look
ing at yourself, your feelings and your doings. 

The departure of this servant of Christ reminds one 
of the death of Stephen. A glorified Christ in heaven 
was the object of faith to each of them. Neither of 
them had a single hope below. Christ, rejected on 
earth, glorified in heaven! What a contrast! Yes, 
the rejection or acceptance of Christ makes this im
mense difference. It is quite true that all the wretch
edness and misery of this world came by sin, but it is 
the rejection of Christ that is the cause of its continuance. 
You see the wretched drunkard, reeling from the ale
house, led by a* thin, pale-faced, half-starved child, its 
mother having sunk in the grave, slowly murdered by 
him who called himself a father and a husband. Ah, 
poor drunkard, drunk or sober, the cause of all thy 
misery is this—thou art a rejecter of Christ. Christ 
in thy family would have turned a hell into heaven. 
Look where you will on earth, it is a Christ-rejecting 
world. For eighteen hundred years Iras Christ been 
rejected by the succeeding generations of men. The 
few who through grace have received Him have all 
been hated by the world, and many of them perse
cuted to dfeath. You may have as much of the world's 
false religion as you please, and the world will praise' 
you. But if Christ is your all, the world will hate 
you, even as it hated Him. When Jesus looked upon 
the city of the Pharisees, he wept. The sectary 
may fight and wrangle, and stamp and storm; but, 
like the blacksmith, the true Christian, when he looks 
at the masses of rejecters around him, will not fight, 
but weeping, seek to save. And what grieved him 
most was, that much which calls itself the church 
dishonours Christ quite as much as the world. What 
deceit, what covetousness, what selfishness, hatred, 
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malice, cruelty, and oppression* ' But enough ( Look 
up. Oh, what a contrast in heaven ! Jesus is all and 
in all. No rejecters there! No deceivers there! 
No sting of sin is felt there ! No drunkard walks 
the golden streets! No liar there! No slave-driver 
there ! No sorrow, no pain, not a sigh, a groan, nor 
a tear there! God is there, and in His presence 
there is fulness f joy ; at His right hand pleasures 
for evermore. There is a moment fast approaching 
when all who are Christ's shall be taken, not from 
the body, as was the dying blacksmith, but when " we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up." Yes, 
li in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." Our vile 
body shall be changed and fashioned like unto the 
glorious body of Christ. Reader, this is my blessed 
hope. What is yours? It is not that I am better 
than you, and therefore worthy of such a place. Oh, 
no! I am a sinner—the very chief of sinners; but 
Christ is my all. Do you ask, " What can fit me for 
that happy, holy place?" My answer—nay, God's 
answer—is, CHEIST ALONE. Yes, it is the unques
tionable privilege of all believers to "give thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made them meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light," 
&c. (Col. i. 12-14), " and ye are complete in Christ." 
Believer, this is all true, whether you enjoy it or not. 
The more you walk with God in the light, the more 
you will enjoy it. Remember, it is not your feelings 
or your works. Christ is all I 
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Pricfe Is. per 100. 
G.MO3BISH, 24, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, London. 

The GosppVTract Depot, 7, Carver Street, rUiuflield. 
North Shields: W. H. Brown, 83, Tyne Street. 

In quantities for distribution (and all the C. S. Tracts) half-price. 
tt, T. 7 



JSailtoaj) Hwtn.—No. 8. 

" PROGRESS." 
I WAS travelling on the Birmingham and Derby line 
some time ago, when a gentleman was speaking, with 
evident satis [action, on the wonderful improvement 
and rapid progress of society. I quietly listened as 
he boasted of the development of man. At last*I 
said, "You seem to have overlooked one thing." 
"And what is that, s i r?" he said. I replied, "Why, 
sir, it is this : you forget that this world has yet to 
answer for the murder and rejection of the SON OF 
GOD. That is the end of this world's progress." 
The man appeared struck with surprise, and I thought 
alarm. I shewed him that however man may dream 
of this world's gradual improvement,' God's word 
speaks out without mistake. Christ distinctly fore
told that He would be rejected. (Luke xvii. 25-30.) 
For eighteen hundred years this world has treated 
the mercy of God, in giving Christ, with contempt. 
I asked him if he thought God would bear this for 
ever ? But my question was quite outside his philo
sophy. Finite reason knows nothing of the infinite 
God, but what He Himself reveals. What a revolu
tion took place in that man's thoughts in a moment! 
He said, " I never thought in that way about the 
death of Christ." This reminds me of a question a 
young man once asked me; it was this: " I f God 
knew for certain that men would reject Christ, where 
was the use in sending the gospel ?" " Well," I said, 
"•I will answer by an illustration. Suppose some 
nation—say America—were to murder the British 
ambassador; of course that would at once cut off all 
relations with England. Well, there would be 
one of two things for it—immediate judgment, or 
forbearing mercy. England would be just in demand
ing instant satisfaction. But now, instead of that, 
though England might \Vell know that such was the 
inveterate hatred of that nation which had deliberately 
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murdered her ambassador, that the offer of pardon would 
be rejected with disdain;—yet would there be no mean
ing, no use, if, instead of demanding immediate satis
faction, she sent the most conciliatory message of recon
ciliation ? Yes, England's character would be manifest 
to the whole world; and when she ever did proceed to 
extremities, still her clemency would be acknowledged 
by all." "Oh," said the young man, " I see the 
point; the character of God is manifested." "Just 
so," said I. "And, oh, think of the person of 
Christ, the Son of God, heaven's ambassador! and 
is it not even so that men by wicked hands have 
murdered Him ? And God did know that such was 
man's hatred, that he would reject Him. Yes, and 
having murdered and rejected Him, talks of pro
gress. God knew it all, and most certainly all rela
tions with God are cut off by the murder of Jesus. 
It is impossible for God to talk to men about keeping 
His law that are murderers of His Son. No, no, 
the whole world stands guilty before God. Surely 
man cannot be more guilty than the murder and 
rejection of Christ proves him to be. But, oh! the 
wonder of all wonders, God did not proceed at once 
to righteous judgment, but infinite love and grace 
burst through the very wounds of Christ, and God 
speaks peace and pardon to black vile man through 
the very blood of His murdered Son. Yes, He knows 
man will reject even this mercy; yes, all men. But 
out of these very rejecters God is, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost through the gospel, gathering His 
church. And is He not glorified in that very world 
that still rejects Him? Yes! yes! Oh, the long-
suffering forbearance, the grace that still beseeches 
men to be reconciled to God." " A h ! " said the 
young man, " I never saw how God would be thus glo
rified in all His ways," 

Now, reader, what think you? Just look for a 
moment at the world, filled with wickedness and vio
lence. Oh! what a scene! and if you look at what 
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bears tho namo of Christian—nay, it will not bear 
looking at—I say, do you think God will bear this for 
ever ? Ho bore long in the days of Noah. But did 
not the judgment come at last ? He bore long^with 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and men made progress; but 

*at last God rained fire and brimstone. Has not 
Jesus said, " Even thus shall it be when the Son of 
man cometh ?" Why did He say that that day should 
come as a thief in the night ? Why does the scrip
ture say that this solemn event shall come at a time 
when men are saying, "Peace and safety?" Ah! 
He well knew that men would believe a lie—yes, that 
lie of Satan, when he persuades men to say, " The 
Lord delayeth his coming;" and therefore the word of 
God is full of warnings, lest that day should take any 
of us unawares. The only iwogress that the scripture 
reveals is that of increasing iniquity. (See 2 Thess. ii. 
7 , 8 ; 2 Tim. iii., &c.) 

But you ask, " Do not you believe the world will be 
converted by the preaching of the gospel?" Oh, no, 
reader, I do not indeed. I just believe what the 
word of God says, that the world will become so wicked, 
and the professing church so corrupt, that Christ 
will come again in judgment. Having first taken up 
the real church, that is, all the true members of 
Christ, wherever found, living or sleeping, then that 
great d,ay of the wrath and vengeance of Almighty 
God will come. I do believe all that scripture says, 
too, about the happy state of this earth during the 
millennium, after Christ has come in Judgment. 

A preacher, who had long preached the conversion 
of the world by the gospel, said to me the other day, 
that nothing had surprised him so much as to find 
there was not a single passage in the whole Bible to 
prove that doctrine. 

But come, it is time for me to ask you a plain ques
tion or two. 
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Are you ready to meet Christ ? Your heart may be Bet 
on something. What will that something be worth when 
Christ appears ? The Jews preferred a robber to Christ. 
Is tl^re some secret sin, pleasure, money, or the world 
that you prefer to Christ ? Oh ! my reader, is it possible, 
are you a wicked rejecter of Christ ? If so, the coming' 
of Christ is a terrible day to you. And come it will. 
Oh! let me tell you, vile as man was in crucifying 
Jesus, God so loved the world that He gave Him— 
Jesus so loved that He thus died for our sins. Oh, 
blessed Jesus ! Thou art precious ! Can you say so ? 
Have you tasted the sweetness of pardoning love ? Do 
you say, that is what my soul longs to know ? My friend, 
if so, God put that desire into your heart, and Jesus 
says, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise 
cast out." Since Jesus has died for your sins, can 
anything give God so much joy as pardoning them for 
His sake ? When Jesus, alive from the dead, came 
into the upper room, His heart was so full of joy, that 
His first words were, " Peace be unto you." What joy 
Christ has in speaking ; may you have joy in hearing 
those words of life, " Peace be unto you; and he 
shewed them his hands and his side." This is enough 
for God, and you need no more. By grace ye are saved. 
My fellow-believer, what a day awaits us—what a 
change—to be with Jesus, to see Him as He is, and to 

• be like Him! Even so, come Lord Jesus ! 
C. S. 
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ISailtoaij Exacts—No. 9. 

"AN INTERESTING QUESTION." 
"WHAT do you think you have to do to get your sins 
forgiven ?" I have very often put this question to my 
fello-\v-passengers, and I nearly always get in substance 
the same answer. I wis travelling the other day 
with a farm servant, on my way to London, when tho 
following sh6rt conversation took place, "Well," I 
said, " I suppose you have some desire at times to be 
sayed?" "Yes, sir, I have at times." "Then you 
would not like the thought of being lost for ever— 
would you ?" " I should not," was the reply. " No; 
however light a man may make of it in health, it is 
a sad sight to see a man die with the terror of hell 
upon him. Well, now, what do you think you have 
to do to get your sins forgiven ?" The young man 
replied, ".To give them up." "That is a very com
mon answer," said I, " and at first sight seems a very 
true one: but then you have tried to give them up, 
and you have found you could not; and you have tried 
again, and again you could not give up sin." " When 
did I try ?" " Oh, often : when you were ploughing or 
driving your horses, have you not wished you could 
give up all sin, and be a saved man?" "Yes, it's 
true." 

Keader, is it not true that you too have wished 
and tried, and wished and tried in vain ? How 
is it, think you ? It is the most serious question that 
can occupy your thoughts—Are you quite sure that 
this trying to give up sin, this making resolutions 
and breaking them, until you almost despair of ever 
getting saved—are you quite sure that this is God's 
way of saving a sinner ? You may have given up 
some sin or sins; but still the fountain, your veiy 
heart, is corrupt, and out of it still flows the most 
hateful s?n ; for if one channel has been stopped, it 
finds another; and you are hasting on to eternity, and 
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still not saved. I ask, Are your sins pardoned ? Your 
conscience answers, No ! Are you justified ? No ! 
Are you prepared to meet God ? No! Are you 
certain to be with God in heaven ? No! You may 
have every earthly comfort, but to-morrow you die— 
without hope ! Fearful, fearful state ! What will it 
profit you to gain the whole world, and lose your own 
soul? 

But I think I hear you saying, " What can you 
mean ? Is not this the gospel of God, i If the wicked 
turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful 
and right, he shall live thereby ? ' " No, my friend, that 
is not the gospel at all. It is the law, by the which if a 
man can be saved, Christ died in vain. Do you say, 
44 What then must I do? Can I go to heaven in my 
sins ?" No, my friend, that you certainly cannot. 
" There shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie." "But the fearful and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremon
gers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burnetii with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death." 

How awful the fact ^that every one of us is de
scribed in this verse. Yes, born in this very con
dition, and held fast prisoners by the devil, the god. 
of this world—so fast that, however you, my reader, 
may desire to deliver yourself from the power of sin, 
you cannot. Every effort is utterly vain. I believe 
that such is the awful dominion that sin has over 
man, that if all the men in the world, and all the 
angels in heaven, were to unite to deliver one soul 
from the power of sin and Satan, they could not do it. 
I think I hear you saying, " If that's the case, I must 
have been dreaming. I thought a man could repent 
at any time, and give up his sins, and then God would 
forgive him; and so I have not been particularly 
troubled about it. I have thought there is time 
enough yet," My reader, if this is your thought, you 
could not well be under a greater mistake. How 
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awful if you should go on in this fatal delusion until 
the door is shut, and jrou are lost! Now, come, try 
your plan. Try to repent—try to give up all your 
Bins—try to love God with all your heart—try to 
keep His holy law. The effort, sincerely made, will 
soon convince you of your hopelessly sinful state ; but 
even if you could succeed in such an effort, there 
would still be the fearful weight of past sins. No 
amount of bitter remorse could undo, or wipe away, 
one past sin. Judas is a solemn beacon as to this; 
he tried this way; but he found it the way to 
hell. Sorrow for sin is but a very small part of 
true repentance. Your mind must be entirely turned 
from sin to God. There is but one only way by 
which this can be done. "As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life." To repent 
before you believe would be as if the bitten Israelite 
had to be healed before he looked at the brazen ser
pent. No, no. Faith in the love of God, as seen in 
the death of Jesus', alone can produce true repentance. 
The moment I believe in Jesus, my mind must be 
changed toward God. If you have been brought to 
look at Jesus lifted up on the cross, dying for your 
sins, and now lifted up to the highest glory—if He is 
your entire trust—you are, and shall be, certainly 
saved. " For through him is preached the forgiveness 
of sins; and all that believe are justified from all 
things." But if you have not looked, and do not thus 
look, on Jesus lifted up—if you are trusting in anything 
else—you are as certain, should you die in this state, 
to perish, as though you were just now in hell. 

Do not deceive yourself any longer. If your sins 
are not pardoned, why should you put on a smiling 
face, as if you were happy ? You are not—you can
not be. Nothing in this world has yet made, nor ever 
can make, you happy. God so loved the world as to give 
His beloved Son \Q die the death of the cross, and what 
for ? To make His very enemies happy for ever. And 
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the world is trying its utmost to be happy without 
Christ. Is this your case, my fellow-passenger ? May 
God in mercy stop you, just now as you read. How 
little idea you have of the terrible wickedness of your 
life, if you are thus despising and trampling under
foot the Son of God. Do you ask, " What must I do 
to get my sins pardoned?'' Just what the insurgent 
troops in India would have to do if a general pardon 
were proclaimed — believe it. " The blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." # " Through 
him is preached the forgiveness of sins." Believe it— 
believe it. 

Dear reader, one word, in conclusion, as to the ques
tion, "Wliat must I do to get my sins pardoned?" 
Until you give up those words, "What must I do?" 
they prove that you have not yet felt the real necessity 
for the death of Christ. It is not, " What must I do?" 
but "What has Jesus done?" And what does God 
say? The believer hears God speak to him in His 
word: " The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin." "Who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for our justification." 
" Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

All! all! has been done ! done by the Son of God! 
" I t is finished." Look at the cross. Behold the 
dying Lamb of God. See what was done by Him, and 
to Him. All this was done that every poor sinner 
who believes in Him might have his sins forgiven. 
Blush, then, to ask, "What must I do ?" Instead of 
vainly trying to do, may you, my reader, by the ptwer 
of the Holy Ghost, be led to " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 

C. S. 
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iflatltoag JUtacfs.—No. 10. 

"THE EXPLOSION." 
I WAS travelling on tho South Yorkshire line, on my 
return from Lund Hill, soon after the fearful explosion 
there, when a gentleman put the% following difficulty. 
He said, " How is i t that a person may try his utmost 
to escape from sin, and still sin has the mastery, and 
he, of course, has no peace ?" The following illustra
tion may help to explain the difficulty. 

On my first visit to Lund Hill Colliery, I called at 
several houses, and found in each widows and orphans, 
whose fathers and husbands were shut up in that 
burning pit. One woman said, "My husband and 
two sons are in tho pit." In another house I found 
four women—three had lost their husbands, and the 
fourth her brother. But when the widows and 
orphans assembled to hear the gospel, never did I 
see such a sight of sorrow. Amid sucli sorrow, there 
is a power, in the name of Jesus that can be found in 

' none other. 
The last of seventeen persons, who were got out 

alive* before closing the pit, was tl,iere. I said to 
him, "Well, how did you feel as you lay at the 
bottom of the shaft ?" He replied, " Oh, sir, I cannot 
describe my feelings, as I lay, half dead, suffocating 
and unable to stand." " Suppose you had heard 
some one at tho top of the shaft shout down, and say, 
' I have brought you r/ood news: you must do the 
best you can to get out;' would that have made you 
happy ?" " Oh no, sir; it would have been of no use 
at all. Get out ? Why I had not strength to stand." 
" Then, after you had waited three hours and a half 
in that fearful place of death, how did you feel when 

' those three valiant men descended to the very bottom 
where you lay, to seek the lost, the dead, the dying ?" 
" Nobody can tell what I felt when the cage was 
going up for the last time, and I knew that if I was 
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not put in it I could never get out; but thoy did lift 
me up, and put me in the cage, and I was drawn out 
at the top." 

m Here we have an illustration of the two gospels of 
our day. Man's gospel is, that he must do the best 
he can to get out of the pit of sin. Ho thinks his 
condition is not so bad, but that he can still do some
thing to save himself. The gospel of God is the very 
contrary of this. The word of God plainly shews 
man's condition so utterly bad that he cannot help 
himself. Just as the gas at the bottom of the pit had 
stupefied the men, and taken away their strength, 
even so has sin stupefied all men, and taken away 
their strength. In proof of this, in Romans v., God's 
love is commended, in that whilst men were " without 
strength," "whilst we were sinners," "ungodly," 
" when we were enemies," God did not send word, we 
were to do the best we could to get out of this condition. 
Oh, no ! But just as the three men descended to save 
those poor, lost, dying men in the pit, so did God send 
His own most glorious Son to save lost sinners. "Yes, 
when we were without strength, in due time.Christ 
died for the ungodly." "What a striking illustration 
this is ! I£ *you had seen that sight, when more than 
200 poor men and boys were all deep down in that 
pit of fire-damp and death! Every effort was maTle to 
save them. It was enough to melt a heart of stone 
to hear the sobs and cries of the women and children. 
What an expression of the love of man for his fellow 
man, when those three men descended, at the risk of 
their own lives! And have you never read that 
" God so loved the world, that he gave his only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, iDut have everlasting life ?" And this 
Was not at the risk of his own life, but with the 
certainty that nothing but the offering up of that 
precious life could atone for sin and save the soul. 
Now it is most certain that if those poor men were 
not yot out they must perish. It was awful when the 
last man was out, to see the last ray of hope destroyed 
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by the closing the month of the burning pit, God is 
sovereign—seventeen were taken out, and nearly 200 
left in. Oh, if this solemn fact were but more 
thought of—God is sovereign. The whole world lies 
in darkness, sin, and death. JTew are saved; many 
perish. Reader, are you one of the few, or one of 
the many ? Do not be deceived. Do not think that 
you need not be alarmed; that when you begin to 
feel the pit too hot, you will then get out. Do not 
dream about getting out by ordinances, or by your 
own self-righteous works. You are too deep down. 
If you knew your condition, you would cry out 
this moment, "Lord, save, or I perish." This is a 
solemn thing, that unless Christ saves you, you must 
perish." 

There was one poor man dreadfully burnt, and 
when they brought him to the cage, he mistook them 
for his enemies, and rushed back again to the dark 
works of the pit. They pursued him again, and 
caught him, and brought him again to the cage; and 
now you would have thought him safe; but again he 
rushed up the dark old works, and perished in the 
pit. What a lesson for a backslider !. It is a sore 
grief to see a person, that one thought saved, go back 
again to the dark works of sin and death. Reader, if 
that is your case, what a fearful looking forward for 
judgment you have ! I need not ask, Are you happy ? 
Sin and happiness are eternal strangers. 

But do not despair; if by reading this little paper 
God shews you your utterly dreadful, lost condition, 
let me tell you that for eighteen hundred years not a 
person has ever known his need of Christ, and trusted 
in Him, but that person has been saved. And if 
you really know your need, that you are an ungodly 
sinner, without strength to be better, you are just 
the one for Christ. 

The last thing I would notice, and not the least, is, 
those who were saved from the pit were saved clean 
out. at tho top. They were not drawn half-way up, 
and then told to do their part; that it all depended 
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on themselves whether they were finally saved. Some 
are told to work out their salvation, as though that 
meant that Christ had finished about one half of their 
salvation, and they had to do the other half. It is a 
great mistake. God's salvation is clean out at the 
top. No! no ! not drawn half-way out of the pit; 
but the Christian gives " thanks unto the Father who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, 
in whom wo have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins." Read that over again, will 
you ? 

The man I talked with was out of the pit. He 
knew he was. He did not hope to get out. If he 
had done so, that would have been a flat denial of the 
kindness of those who had got him out. They were 
drawn out together, the deliverer and the delivered. 
It is so with the believer and Christ. " God hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus." Christ took my 
place in death for my sins; but God hath raised us 
up together; so that the believer is as clean out of 
sin and death as Christ is. > My fellow-believer, there 
is just as much condemnation to Christ now at God's 
right hand, as there is to yoti in Him. Read the first 
and second chapters of the Ephesians, and the fifth 
and sixth of the Romans, and you will there see that 
the believer is as clear of sin and condemnation as 
Christ Himself is clear. 0 for more faith in the out-
and-out salvation of God, through Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 

C. S. 
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I&atltoafi ©tacts.—No. 11. 

"I HAVE MY TICKET." 
I WAS passing Worcester station the other day, when 
a young man entered my carriage. As he sat down 
I took out my ticket, and shewed it to him, saying, 
" Young man, I have my ticket." " Yes, sir," he re
plied, " I see you have it." I said further, " I do not 
hope to have it sometime. I have not now to ask for 
one, or wish I had a ticket; I have it—that is a cer
tainty. Just so, also, I have salvation. I do not hope 
I may be saved ; I have not to ask now to be saved— 
I have salvation. Through God's unspeakable mercy 
I am saved." The young man looked with astonish
ment, and said, "Well, this is very strange: I could 
have got to Birmingham for about half the fare by the 
other line ; but somehow I could not book that way. 
Something said I must come by this train, and I felt 
I must get into this carriage. Now I'll tell you: 
there is a man works in the same shop with me, and 
he says the same thing you say. He says he has 
eternal life ; and mind you, he not only says so, but 
everything he does shews he has. Bless you ! he has 
ho fear of death at all; and when he has any trouble, 
this having eternal life makes him so quiet and happy, 
that I cannot help feeling that he has got something 
that I have not, do you see ? And no matter how we 
chaff him at the shop, we cannot touch him, for he 
has eternal life. He tells us he has found eternal 
life by reading and believing the Bible. For myself, 
I must tell you, I used to read Tom Paine and 
Voltaire; but somehow, when I got reading at night, 
I said, ' Tom Paine, thou canst not give me eternal 
life;' and I felt so miserable, I banged the book on 
the floor." As he said these words, he suited the 
words by action, with great earnestness, and then, 
putting his hand in his side pocket, he brought out a 
beautiful edition of a pocket Bible, and said, " I 
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have now got tlio book that makes known eternal life, 
but I cannot say that I have eternal life, I want to 
FEEL that I have i t !" I said to him, "When the 
clerk laid your ticket on the window-board this 
morning, did you say I must first FEEL that I have 
it before I take i t ; or did you first take it, and then 
feel that you had i t ? " "Oh , " he said, " I see now 
how simple it is, I must first receive salvation, and 
then I shall feel that I have it." 

I dare say many a reader of this paper has the very 
same difficulty that this person had. Instead of 
believing the word of God, in His glad tidings of 
pardon and life through Jesus Christ, you look, and 
look within, wishful to find some unknown amount of 
feelings in which you may rest, or at least on which 
you may base a hope of being saved. Thus you stand 
at the window, waiting for feeling, and all the while 
refusing the grace of God. Now what do you want 
to feel? "Why," perhaps you say, " I must feel 
very sorry for my sins, and I must feel that I have 
forsaken them, and I must feel that now I love God. 
I have often tried to feel all this ; but I have always 
failed. And yet I must feel all this before I can be 
saved—must I not ?" No, my friend, if these feelings 
were God's conditions of salvation, not one soul would 
be saved. Now let us look in the New Testament, and 
see. I cannot find one place where it says, If you 
feel sorry for your sins you shall be saved. The 
answer to the jailor's question, "What must I do 
to bo saved?" was not "Be or feel sorry for thy 
sins, and thou shalt be saved." Nothing of the 
kind. They pointed him to a very different object 
than himself or his feelings—even to Jesus. They 
said, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved." And that same hour " He rejoiced, believing 
in God with all his house." On another occasion 
(Acts viii.), as Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch, 
and set forth the great sacrifice for sins, the eunuch 
said, " See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be 
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baptized ?" Did ho reply, If thou feelest sufficiently 
sorry ibr thy sins ? Was this the condition ? Were 
his feelings needed to add to the atoning value of the 
blood of Jesus ? Oh, no. Nothing but faith was 
needed to connect him with,Jesus, or to warrant his 
shewing forth that union in death and resurrection, by 
baptism. " I f thou believest with all thy heart, thou 
mayest; and he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God." He was at once baptized, 
"and he went s>n his way REJOICING." 

The apostle Paul does not say, " The gospel which 
I preached unto you, ' by which also ye are saved,' was 
that you should feel this or that." No, he says, "How 
that Christ died-for our sins, according to the scriptures; 
aud that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day, according to the scriptures." 

' Now, my reader, if there were no barriers then to 
exclude the sinner from Christ, why should you put 
your feelings now as a perpetual hindrance to' your re
ceiving Christ as YOUR entire Saviour ? Then Jesus and 
the resurrection was preached—never human feeling— 
never amendment, resolutions, or sorrow for sin, as 
conditions of Grod's free GIFT—ETERNAL LIFE. 

The gospel finds man blind as to God's character of 
love, and morally dead in sin. It reveals God in the 
blessed Jesus. God is love. The cross—ah ! there the 
sinner sees the goodness of God. The infinite love 
of God—what a sight! This, and this alone, leadis to 
repentance, or, as the word in the Greek always 
means, a change of mind. When Jesus, saving from 
the curse of sin by the death of the cross, is revealed 
to the soul, there is then that change of mind toward 
God—that knowing God which is eternal life. This 
is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—this is repentance 
toward God. It is only as I gaze on the cross of 
Jesus that I can either learn or feel what sin is. 
Blessed Jesus ! Thy precious blood cleanseth me from 
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the guilt, and delivers me from the power, of sin ! If 
Hook back at my feelings or my doings, all is failure 
and sin; and hence, if these have aught to do with my 
salvation, all is darkness and uncertainty. But looking 
at the cross of Jesus my Lord, I find no failure. " It 
is finished." With all my coldness, and unworthiness, 
and sin, I do believe ; and hence I can say I am saved. 
"The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." My reader, if you have been brought to 
give up all dependence on self, your feelings, your 
sorrows, or your tears, then hear the words of Jesus. 
He says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believcth on him that sent me, 
HATH everlasting life, and SHALT, NOT come into con
demnation, but is passed from death unto life." Again, 
He says, " MY SHEEP HEAE my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me ; and I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck 
them out of my hand." 

Think of those words—" eternal life," " hath ever
lasting life," " shall never perish ;" " neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hand." 

Is this your present and eternal porti6n ? Then can 
you say, " Worthy is the Lamb ?" and " I have eternal 
life?" Do not rest satisfied with a mere hope of being 
saved. It will not do to tell the collector you hope 
you have a ticket. 

The believer lias redemption through the blood of 
Christ, and his hope is the coming of the Lord. 

C. S. 
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"OVER-LUGGAGE." 
A SHOBT time ago, I was waiting at the Stoke station, 
when I overheard a violent dispute about a gentle
man's over-luggage. The owner of the luggage evi
dently wished to defraud the company; and an officer 
was very properly refusing to allow' him to proceed 
until the amount was paid. I felt pleased with the 
manly conduct of the officer, a tall Irishman; and 
after the noise had subsided, I entered into the fol
lowing conversation with him. I said, " Then I suppose 
the passenger cannot go on unless the' over-luggage 
is paid to the full. How much is it ?" " Seven and 
sixpence," was the reply; " and it would not be right 
for me to take less than the full amount." "Very 
true," I replied ; " but if a friend were to pay the full 
amount, would you hinder him then ?" " Oh dear no, 
sir! should I not be very glad to see him go along ?" 
" And the porters all along the line, do you think they 
would stop him ?" " Oh, not at all, sir; he would be 
as welcome to travel on as though he had paid every 
farthing himself." " Well, now," I said, " suppose you 
aijd I were about to take a journey to-day, say from 
this world to the next, what about the over-luggage— 
I mean our sins; if put on the scale of divine justice, 
do you really think you would pass ?" " Well, now, 
sir," he said, " that is what often troubles me when 
I come to think of dying. I goes to church, you 
know, sir, on Sundays, but still I fear my sins would 
be too heavy for me to pass on to heaven." " Then 
what have you towards paying the over-luggage?" 
Ci Oh, sir, I have nothing at all, for I am a sinner." 
"Le t me, then," I said, "tell you what another has 
done. When God weighed our sins on the scale of 
divine justice, such was the weight, that the lever 
went higher and higher, until the price demanded 
was the Son of God. And blessed it is that I can tell 
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you that God ftp arc;! not liis own Son; ' for God so 
loved the world, tlntt lie gave his only-begotton Son, 
that whosoever bejieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.' Now, just as it would not 
be right for you to let the passenger pass on until 
his over-luggage is paid to the full, neither would it 
be righteous if God were to allow the sinner to pass 
on to heaven until his sins were met to the full. But, 
then, also, just as it. is perfectly right for you to allow 
the passenger to pass on when his over-luggage has 
been paid for by another, how much more is God fer-
fectly righteous in receiving the sinner, the awful 
weight of whose sins has been met by the death of 
Jeus Christ, His own beloved Son ! The amount 
claimed by divine justice has been paid to the full. 
' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved/ Yes, and then if called upon to take your 
journey to-day, you may look at the cross, and pass on 
to glory." 

My train moved on, the man thanked me for the 
conversation, and God only knows whether I shall 
meet him amongst the redeemed above. 

* 
Well, reader, what abcuit your over-luggage ? Sinner 

you are, "Fo r all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." If God were to let you feel the real 
weight of only one of your sins, it would sink you in 
everlasting despair. Yet, strange as it may appear, I 
find many of my fellow-travellers who seem to think 
that God is far more indifferent about our sins than the 
railway officer was about the over-luggage. They 
know they are sinners, yet with some of them sin 
is a very light matter, and*yet they expect to get 
into heaven somehow. They think if they begin to 
reform some day, and do the best they can, all will be 
right at last. Header, if this is your state of mind, 
you are not far from the lake of fire. Sometimes I 
meet with persons in the very opposite state of raind 
from this. I will tell you of one case. I was coming 
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to Tetbury station in the omnibus. My fellow-traveller 
was a young person who appeared distressed in mind. 
After some conversation, I inquired the state of her 
soul. I shall never forget her reply. " It h no me. 
I have tried so often to give up my sins and the world, 
and serve God, and I have failed every time. I only 
keep adding to the weight of my sins. I have given 
up the attempt." As she said these words, tcarsirollcd 
down her face. I said, " I am glad to hear you say 
so." She appeared greatly surprised, and wished for 
an explanation. I read to her Mark ii. 1-5. I told 
her the one sick of the palsy had TO BE LET DOWN in 
his entire helplessness to the very floor at the feet of 
Jesus. It was then, but not till then, ho heard those 
precious words of Jesus, " Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." She had made this mistake ; she had tried to 
climb a little higher by her best endeavours. There 
must be this letting down; and God had by every 
failure let her down a little lower; and now as she was 
helpless at the feet of Jesus, I was glad to be able to 
set forth a full and eternal salvation through Him. She 
said she had never seen it in that way. Her mother, 
on seeing us enter the omnibus, had retired to pray that 
God would use that opportunitj' for the conversion of 
her child. How little did I think that in a few days 
she was to return to her mother's house to die. I 
passed through the same town seven months after
wards. I found her pale on her dying bed. She had 
now found peace through the precious blood of Christ. 
The visits of a Christian had been blessed to her soul. 
She is now with the Lord. 

The cross of Christ meets both these states of mind. 
Are you careless about sin ? Look at the cross; in 
it God says it is impossible for Him to be indifferent 
about sin. 

Is your soul burthened with sin ? Do you feel 
* like the person with his over-luggage, that with your 

sins you must pass on to the presence of God ? Oh, 
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how overwhelming is the weight and guilt of sin— 
still pressing the soul down, down, down ! Yet, how
ever much we may feel its weight, it is only at tho 
cross of Jesus that Ave can really learn what sin is. 
The cross of Christ was the scale of divine justice on 
which sin was weighed to the utmost. God there 
laid its utmost weight on Jesus. " The Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all." The thought of 
it made Him, even the Son of man, sweat as it were 
great drops of blood. Oh, dwell on the sotemil hour 
of the cross, when His soul was made an offering for 
sin ! Blessed Jesus ! in that hour of darkness, thou 
didst endure the full weight, the utmost curse of sin! 
Pass on, my soul, pass on; the ransom is fully paid: 
it is finished. The price of thy fearful over-luggage 
is paid; fully, divinely paid — paid to the utmost. 
Jesus is risen.' Thou art justified. God, who laid 
thy sins on Jesus, has justified thee. Pass on. That 
same Jesus is coming again shortly to receive thee to 
Himself. 

* 
Header, nothing can discharge thy over-burthened 

soul but the cross of Christ. Thy best works can help 
thee no more in this matter than thy greatest sins. 

Believer, why doubt ? Pass on with holy confidence. 
God is divinely and eternally righteous in justifying 
thee from all sin, and receiving thee to glory. " God 
forbid that I shouldglory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ/' 

C. S. 
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"HOW DOES A MAN BECOME A SOLDIER V 
I WAS leaving the Birmingham station for Manchester 
the other day, when I noticed three soldiers walking 
on the platform. I felt an inward conviction that my 
Master had something for me to say to these men. 
Taking my seat in the carriage beside their three knap
sacks, I looked up in prayer, that the right man might 
come and sit next to me. They took their scats. I 
remained silent for some time. At last I saw tears be
gin to roll down the face of the man next to me. It is 
often better to pray than talk ; one gets to see more of 
God that way. After a while I said to him, " When I 
saw you three walking on the platform, I felt assured 
that the Lord had a message for one of you; and I 
asked Him to bring the right man next to me ; and now, 
will you tell me what is giving you so much grief this 
morning ?" He looked very much surprised, and said, 
"Oh, sir, it is eighteen years since I ran away from 
home ; my father was a man of prayer; I never saw him 
again ; he has been dead many years now, but I can 
never forget his prayers for me. I have been abroad 
most of my time since I enlisted—have never seen my 
dear mother from that day to this—she does not know 
whether I am dead or alive ; but I am going to-day to 
see her ; I have got her address in Manchester; and 
this brings to my mind those hfippy days when my 
father had a prayer-meeting in our house." He also 
shewed me a worn-out letter, written by his sister, on 

'leaving his native shores. No words can tell the value 
he set upon this tender treasure ; he had worn it near 
his heart in every part of the world he had seen. He 
also opened his knapsack, and shewed me a well-worn 
Bible : his two companions, I found, also had each his 
Bible. They were, in fact, three praying soldiers. I 
read their testimonials, and three more noble, upright 
men I seldom met. The thrilling interest of that con
versation I shall not easily forget. One point, how-
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ever, I must name. Though these three soldiers were, 
like Lydia of old, men of prayer, and I trust the Lord 
had opened the heart of the one next me, yet they 
were totally ignorant of God's plan of salvation. In 
order to meet this ignorance, I put the following ques
tion :—" How does a man become a soldier ? Does he 
go to some old rag-shop, and buy old cast-off regi
mentals, and try to imitate the soldier, until he gets to 
be one ?" " Well, well," said one of them, "a pretty 
soldier that would be, wouldn't he, now?" "But," 
said I, "then tell me, how does a man become a 
soldier ?" " How, why simply by receiving the shilling, 
to be sure." " Just so," said I, " does a sinner become 
a Christian. It is not by going to some religious rag-
shop, and buying the rags of self-righteousness; and 
trying to imitate the Christian, until he gets to be one. 
No, it is simply as a lost sinner receiving Christ, as the 
man receives the shilling." "As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name." 

" What!" said one of the soldiers, " do you mean to 
say then that a man does not ought to do his duty to 
G.od, to read His word, and pray?" "Oh, yes! the 
Christian earnestly desires to do all this ; but you have 
to do your duty, you have to keep your regimentals 
bright, and to obey your orders; but tell me, have you 
to do your duty to get to be a soldier, or because (since 
you received the shilling) you are one ? Just so the 
Christian. He loves *to keep his regimentals bright, to 
walk with garments undefiled, and to obey, as a son 
delights to obey, the will of his Father. But this is not 
to get to be a Christian, but because he is one." 

" I never saw it in that light before," said he. " I 
know you never did ; and after all your sincere desires 
to live to God, and thus get to be a Christian, when 
you come to look back at your past life, have you not 
often done the things you most hate ? Don't you often 
feel you are as far from being what you wish to be as 
ever—sin has such terrible power ? Now, has it not?" 
" That's all true, sir. But what is a poor fellow to, do ? 
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You have no idea, sir, of the temptations of a poor 
soldier ! Why, now, we three, because Ave are steady 
men, are sent to be recruiting sergeants. It makes my 
very heart sick to think of the dens we shall have to 
go into to get our men." "Oh," said I, "what a 
world of sin and wretchedness ! and how much there is 
in every fallen man that answers to the iniquity around* 
If God had not known it all, and sent His own dear 
Son to die, the sacrifice for sin, on the cross, so that 
salvation might be as free, yet as binding, as the soldier's 
shilling, who could be saved ? Who, with such a fallen 
nature, in such a world, could imitate the Christian, 
until he got to be one ?" 

At Crewe, two old pensioners got into the same 
carriage one, of whom appeared to have tried hard and 
long to make himself a Christian. This man, I believe, 
found blessing to his soul through the conversation. 
As an old soldier, he remembered well the shilling; 
and he remembered he had not to buy his regimentals ; 
and he remembered well that he had to do his duty, 
not to get to be a soldier, but because he was one. 
But he had never known that it is just the same with 
every sinner that is brought to God. When a man is 
enlisted, he is stripped of everything—not a rag is left. 
He then stands in royal uniform—but that royal suit 
is a gift—he has not to pay a penny for it. He only 
receives it. No matter how dirty his old rags were. 
Every man in the regiment stands in the same cloth. 
It will be so with thee, poor, lost sinner, no matter how 
filthy thy life has been; no, if even thou hast been like 
the thief on the cross, or a very Mary Magdalene. If 
the Holy Spirit shall open thy heart to receive Christ 
as thy entire salvation, thy royal clothing shall be the 
very righteousness of God. Yes, every soldier of 
Christ wears the same spotless robe. " For he hath 
made b;m sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him." (2 Cor. v. 
21.) " But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sane-
tification, and redemption." 
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Perhaps one of the dealers in old rags of self-
righteousness will say, " Won't you come to my shop, 
and try my sacraments and ordinances ? I will teach 
you how to imitate the Christian best, and then you 
may hope to get to he one. I assure you my shop is 
the oldest in the line ?" No, thank you ; no religious 
rags for me. I have put on the Lord Jesus—He is 
my only trust—I need no more ; for God says of all 
that are in Him, "There is, therefore, now no con
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." And, 
" Ye are complete in him." What God says is com
plete, let not man try to mend. No, no ! fellow-soldier 
of Christ, don't be tempted into the rag-shops of the 
day; thou hast not to put on old regimentals to get 
to be a soldier of Christ. Watch and pray, that thou 
may est walk worthy of thy royal uniform. As says 
the word of God, " I will that thou affirm constantly 
that they which have believed in God (those that are 
saved) might be careful to maintain good works." 
(Titus iii. 4-8.) 

It is impossible to describe that poor soldier, as he 
came within sight of Manchester. I spoke of the 
return of the prodigal son. Whatever might be the 
joy of that poor mother's heart, in receiving her long-
lost son, still infinitely greater is the joy of God, in 
receiving the long-lost prodigal. Oh ! careless sinner, 
what a God of love dost thou despise ! Thou art 
starving in wretchedness, and there is bread enough 
and to spare. See, see, He comes to meet thee with 
outstrfetched arms of love; fall into them, crying, " I 
have sinned." The first words the prodigal heard 
were these, " Bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hands, and shoes on his 
feet." C. S. 
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THAT SAD, SAD FACE! 
A SISTER OF MERCY. 

I WAS travelling on the Midland some time ago. 
Amongst my fellow-passengers were a commercial, an 
aged general, a major, an aged lady, a sister of mercy, 
or nun, and a young girl, who, from her agitation, I 
feared, was being tempted from her home to take the 
veil. A more sad face than that of the unhappy-
looking nun was seldom seen. As I looked at her, I 
thought if she had but peace with God, oh, how her 
misery would be turned into joy ! I sat longing for an 
opportunity to tell her of the finished work of Christ. 
By-and-by she felt for her ticket—she could not find 
it. I helped her to seek it. At last she found it, after 
much excitement, in her cloak sleeve. I then said, 
" It would be a fearful thing at the end of the journey 
of life to find that we were without the passport 
to heaven.'' " Indeed it would," she replied. I 
said, " Can you tell me what the passport is to the 
holy presence of God?" " A good conscience," she 
replied. I said again, " God says in His word that 
* there is none righteous, no, not one,' that ' there is 
no difference, for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.' Will you then tell me how a sinner 
can have a cjoocl conscience?" The nun was quite at a 
loss to know how to answer this question. " I should 
think you ought to know," said the aged lady at my 
left, and, pointing to the Word of God in my hand, 
she said, " That book will tell you." " You are quite 
right," I said. " This book tells me that ' the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth me from all sin,' 
that every believer HAS ' boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus.' It tells me my sins 
ARE forgiven for His name's sake, that believers 
HAVE redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
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of sins, according to the riches of His grace (Eph. i. 
1-7), that God is infinitely righteous in thus justi
fying a poor sinner, and that without works." (Rom. iii. 
19-23.) 

" W h a t ! " said the major, "you do not mean to 
say that a man may know in this world that his sins 
are forgiven. I cannot think that a man can be quite 
sure of that.'' "Certainly, Major; and now let me 
give you an illustration in your own line. Suppose 
your regiment in rebellion, and you give yourself up 
to make reconciliation for your men, telling them that 
if you do not succeed you shall never return, but that 
if you do return, they maybe quite sure of their par
don the moment.they see you—that the reconciliation 
will then have been made. Now suppose you do thus 
make a complete and satisfactory reconciliation—you 
do return—and you call your regiment on parade, and 
announce a free pardon to every soldier; and now a 
man steps up, and says, ' I suppose, your honour, I 
must not be quite sure that ivhat you say is trite V 
Now, Major, would you not consider that an insult ?" 

" That is right," says the old general. 
"And now, if it is an insult to doubt the word 

of a fallible man, what is it to doubt the testimony 
of the infallible God? Has not the blessed Jesus 
given Himself the propitiation for sin, ' to make re
conciliation for the sins of the people?' ' H e died 
for our sins according to the scriptures, and he was 
buried, and he rose again the third day.' (1 Cor. xv. 3, 5.) 
He never could have returned from the cold chambers 
of the dead if the reconciliation had not been per
fectly made. But believers can say with triumph, 
«He was raised from the dead for our justification, 
therefore, being justified by faith, WE HAVE PEACE 
WITH GOD> through our Lord Jesus Christ.' Do you 
not see, Major, your return to your regiment would be 
a proof that reconciliation was made ? And the resur
rection of Christ is God's proof -that the atoning 
work of Christ is perfectly finished. And if your 
own word should be enough for your men to believe, 
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what can I want more than the word of GodV 
God hath raised up that very Jesus who groaned and 
bled on the cross beneath the weight of my sins and 
guilt. And that is not all. That very Jesus is gone 
up on high, and sits at the right hand of the majesty 
on high. This is what gives me the answer of a good 
conscience, as Peter says, 'And be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear, 
having a good conscience.' But how ? By good works ? 
No, these will do before men, ' but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God is [only] by the resur
rection of Jesus Christ, who is gone into heaven,' &c. 
(1 Pet. iii. 15, 22.) The sacrifices of the law could 
never make the conscience perfect, much less can the 
bloodless sacrifices that men pretend now to offer. 
But the offering of Jesus on the cross—His one 
offering of Himself—perfects the conscience for ever, 
so perfects it that there needs * no more sacrifice for 
sins.' (Heb. x. 1-23.) 

" Major, would you not be happy now if you knew 
your sins were forgiven?" "Oh yes, indeed, nothing 
on this earth could make me so happy." And then, 
addressing the nun, I said, "And would not you be 
happy if you also knew, like the believing Ephesians, 
that God had for Christ's sake forgiven your sins ?" 
She said, " I do not know how to answer you." The 
commercial man now spoke : " I have no doubt that a 
man is justified, as you have said, by faith; but will you 
tell me WHEN a man may conclude with certainty and 
safety that he is saved ?" " That is a very important 
inquiry," said I. " Many make a fatal mistake by con
cluding, because they have passed through a religious 
excitement, that they may hope they are saved. There 
is no safety in such a conclusion. Neither can a per
son be sure he is saved by fasting, and prayers, and 
works of kindness. No, there is sin mixed up with 
it all. Neither dare the person conclude that he is 
saved by keeping the holy law of God; for the more 
sincerely he strives to keep it, the more miserable and 
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desponding he is, for he finds an evil heart that is 
still breaking it. But when a person sees himself so 
great a sinner that there is no remedy for him but 
death, and that God has met his need as a sinner 
in the death of Christ, and that being risen from 
the death the sinner deserved, He is now his jus
tification and life — in plain words, when stripped 
of all dependence on himself, he is brought by 
the Spirit of God to TKUST alone in Christ, he 
may then conclude with certainty and safety that 
he is saved." 

Yes, my reader, nothing can be so sure as the 
word of the living God: " Be it known unto you 
that through this [risen] man, Christ Jesus, is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by him all that 
believe are justified from all things from which they 
could not be justified by the law of Moses." " AKE 
JUSTIFIED"—not may be after death. No, the believer 
is now beyond death, Jesus having died for him. If 
you are brought to give up all self-righteousness, and as 
a lost sinner to receive Christ as your entire salvation, 
you may be most certain you are saved. A person 
may be deceived in doing and enduring anything to 
save himself, but no man will trust ALONE IN CHRIST, 
but by the Holy Ghost. If this is your faith, you 
may be certain it is of God. You may be certain, 
therefore, you are saved. If you are trusting partly 
in Christ, and partly in something else, you never on 
that ground can be saved* It must be all Christ, or 
no Christ at all. C. S. 
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"MUST I NOT STRIVE?" 
OR, THE POOR MAN'S DINNER. 

I HAD a long conversation the other day with a 
butcher, on the rail to Derby, on the reason why men 
smoke and drink. This led us to the subject of 
the bitter misery that sin produces, even in this life; 
and the various attempts that men make to smother 
conscience, and drown sorrow. The butcher had just 
lost his wife, was left with two little children, had 
passed through some trouble of conscience ; but, what 
was worse, he often took too much drink. In short, 
we were both agreed that one great reason why men 
drink is the misery and burthen of sin. He owned it 
was a wretched thing thus to go on from sin to sin; 
and that solemn word of God sounded heavy in his 
ears, " The drunkard shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God." I found him much interested in the things of 
religion, and wishful to converse upon them. I found 
he purposed, at some future time, to make a firm reso
lution to cast off bis sins, and become religious. Alas! 
how many are now in hell who once had the same 
intention as this butcher ! He evidently thought a 
little striving of his own, at any time, would do all that 
is required. 

" Well, now," said I, " man is certainly in a wretched 
condition through sin ; but how do you think he is to 
get saved from this guilt and misery ?" "Well, you 
know," said the butcher, " it will not do for a man to 
go on in his sins until he dies, will it ? He must strive 
hard to give up all his bad ways, and live to God." I 
replied, " He will never save himself by his striving in 
that way." " What!" said he, " do you mean to say 
a man must not strive?" "As long as he does strive 
in that way," said I, " he is a rejecter of Christ." I 
saw the poor man was evidently trusting in his future 
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strivings. "Explain yourself," said h e : "whatever 
do you mean ?—A man striving is a man rejecting the 
gospel of Christ! What can you mean ?" 

I replied, " I will illustrate what I mean. Suppose 
you have gono on in sin and drunkenness, until you 
have brought your family to starvation; you have not 
a farthing to buy them food, and you are too ill to 
make the least effort; when a friend comes to your 
house, spreads your table with plenty, and begs you to 
eat. If, then, you say, * No, I must strive to get food 
myself,' would not you be rejecting the kindness of 
your friend ? And would not this rejection of his lovo 
continue as long as ever you continue your striving ? 
And is it not so with the lost sinner ? Man is so bad, 
that he really does go on sinning until he dies. Is he 
not as helpless as the starving man ? God has come 
to his rescue—God has given His own Son to meet his 
deepest need as a lost sinner, by the death of the 
cross. He died to deliver us, because we could not 
possibly save ourselves. God, the Friend above all 
friends, has come in Christ to our house of wretched
ness and sin ; and He, in pure love and pity, has spread 
the table of salvation—all things are ready. Oh ! it is 
God that beseeches poor dying sinners to eat the bread 
of life spread before them. ' Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us ; we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.' The kindness of God to perishing 
sinners has now been shewn by the death of Jesus. 
Now pardon and deliverance are preached through 
Him. Surely, then, the longer I strive to save myself, 
the longer *I reject the kindness of the God of all 
love." 

The man's countenance fell; his last prop, he felt, 
was being taken from under him; his heart rose in 
rebellion against the free grace of God. If he could 
but have had the honour of a little striving, as a 
merit, to bring to God, he would have been well pleased. 
But to bow to God meeting him through the finished 
w o $ of Christ, in pure, undeserved pity and love, this 
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he would not do. He now tried to ridicule me. 
"Perhaps," said he, "you are not so good as you 
pretend to be." "You very much mistake mo," said 
I, "if you supposo I pretend to be good. No, I put 
myself along with you; I say wo are both sinners; 
only I feel I am a greater shiner than you, because I 
know more about my own sins than I do about yours. 
But this is the difference between us—I have been 
brought, like the famished man, to receive Christ, the 
salvation of God. I can assure you it is through His 
blood alone I am pardoned and washed. I have 
nothing else before God. It is His life from the dead, 
that is my life. It is not in myself I boast, but in 
Christ Jesus the Lord." " I have had enough," said 
he; " I will hear no more." A young man to my 
right, who had been deeply interested in the conversa
tion, put forth his head, and said, "Will you tell me 
that illustration again ?" I repeated to him again the 
parable of a friend going to the famishing household, 
as an illustration of the work of Christ for perishing 
sinners. I shewed him it was not that we had to do 
one thing for God—it was not even that we had to 
present the sacrifice of Christ to God, and believe, 
until God would save us, as though there were any 
virtue or merit in our so presenting it. No, salvation 
was entirely from God; like the poor man's dinner, 
which was entirely from the friend. That it was God 
who had provided that great propitiation for sin, the 
sacrifice of Christ—that it is God who meets the sinner 
in his deepest wretchedness and helplessness—that 
the moment I believe, and receive the kindness of God, 
I am saved. That young man's face now lit up with 
joy—it was the joy of a new-born child of God. God 
had, during the repeating of those words, met his 
weary, anxious soul, and spoken peace, through the 
finished work of His own Son. To the onfe, the 
precious gospel had proved the savour of death unto 
death; to the other of life unto life. I found the Lord 
had been preparing him for three months for this 
message of mercy and love. Ah, there is often a 
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striving and a struggling before tho heart is made to 
really give up all hopes in self, and accept Christ as its 
entire salvation. This is the work of God by the Holy 
Ghost. 

My reader may perhaps say, " Well, after all, I 
intend myself, some day, to strive hard to give up all 
my hateful sins, and serve and love God with all my 
heart—would it not be right to do so ?" Oh, yes, 
certainly it would. But have you not tried to do so, 
and failed ? and may you not continue to fail until it 
is too late, and you are lost ? 

Perhaps you may say again, is not that what Christ 
meant, when He said, " Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate?" No ; certainly He could not by that striving 
mean self-righteousness. He was speaking to the self-
righteous Jews ; nay, it was their very self-righteous
ness that made* it so difficult to enter the " strait 
gate." Surely the death of Christ is too strait a 
gate or door to admit one particle of self-righteous
ness. His own sheep, even amongst or in the Jewish 
fold, had to be led out through that door: and no sin
ner on earth can be saved in any other way than 
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Him 
who is the door—of Him who gave His life for the 
sheep. 

God grant that many of my readers may be thus 
stripped of all pretensions to self-righteousness, and 
self-striving, and self-dependence, and self-intentions, 
and own themselves so utterly, hopelessly bad, that 
God has well met their deep need, by the death of His 
adorable Son. " This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent/' 

C. S. 
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THE L U N A T I ^ I N D H I S KEEPER 
ON leaving the Gloucester station the other day, I found 
that one of my fellow-passengers was a lunatic, in the care 
of a keeper. I soon found that this keeper held some most 
dangerous opinions respecting the Temperance move
ment. With him temperance was a John the Baptist, to 
prepare sinners for Christ; and, as near as I could make 
out his meaning, he thought it was ahout one-half of a 
sinner's salvation ; a sentiment as much like blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost, whose blessed work it is to bring 
sinners to Christ, as anything I have heard. 

I should be most sorry to speak one word against 
temperance as a great social benefit amongst men. 
Right glad should I be, where drunkenness is such a 
frightful evil, if there were not a drop of drink to be 
got in the land. Entirely apart from the question 
of a sinner's salvation, there can be no doubt the 
moral government of God so orders things, that a 
sober man must enjoy a greater amount of social 
happiness than a drunkard. But when the foundation 
of the gospel is attacked, is a Christian to be silent? 
God forbid. This caused me to speak very strongly 
of the use that Satan may make of the Temperance 
movement. This may startle my reader; but let me 
remind you that it is ever Satan's policy to use the best 
things adapted to accomplish his purposes. He is 
wont to appear as an angel of light. I will just refer 
to a parallel case. No one can question that the law 
of God is holy, just, and good. No one can question 
the immense benefit of that law in God's moral 
government of tlie world; or that in this respect, and 
for this purpose, to abolish it would be to turn this 
whole world into one wide hell. And yet it was this 
very law that the ministers of Satan were seeking to 
mix with the work of Christ, for justification before 
God. The Epistle to the Galatians was written for the 
very purpose of meeting this work of Satan. Now, if 
he took up so good a thing as the law, is it any wonder 
that he should take up so good a thing as temperance, 
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and use it in the same way? It was not enough, said 
they, for salvation, that a man should belie vo in Christ; 
he must also be circumcised and keep the law. This 
keeper was just saying tho same thing over again; 
trying hard to prove that it was not enough for a poor, 
lost sinner to believe in Christ. He must take the 
pledge first, and be a temperance man; then he was fit 
to believe in Christ. Mix the two together, and the 
man might be saved. A man must have poor eyes that 
cannot see this to be the devil's work over again. 

And now mark the rebuke of the lunatic. He sud
denly stopped his keeper with these words, " Christ 
must be all." Yes, my reader, in the business of thy 
soul's salvation these are the words of truth. I felt they 
were the words of God, though through a deranged man. 
He spoke again, " Cease ye from man, whose breath is 
in his nostrils;" and when I put the question to all in 
the carriage, "What is it to be a Christian?" one 
said, " It is to do all the good I can to my neighbours;" 
another said, " I t is to love God all I can;" another 
said, " I do not know much about it." "Askme," said 
the lunatic. "Very well, what do you say it is ?" " To 
have a broken heart!!" was the reply. " I s not a 
Christian," said he, "like a tree? Is not Christ the 
root, from which the tree gains the sap, which pro
duces and supports ALL the twigs, the leaves, and fruit? 
Christ is all." What remarkable words from at man 
who had to be watched every minute ! 

Suppose my reader had to cross a fearful mountain 
current, rolling deeply beneath a solid, firm bridge, built 
at great cost by the government, and stretched across 
the frightful gulf. A man sees you, and, pretending to 
be your friend, he brings a plank, far too short to reach 
across. He tells you the bridge is not sufficient, that 
you must walk first on his plank, or that, at all events, 
you must walk a little on one, and a little on the other; 
what would you say to such a proposal ? 

The plank might be useful enough for other pur
poses ; but if you trusted it for crossing the gulf, you 
would find it a fearful mistake. Christ is the bridge 
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across the gulf of destruction, and temperance is man's 
plank. It is useful in its place, but far too short to lay 
across tho gulf. Trust it, and you are lost. Shall I say 
that Christ is not able to save to the uttermost ? that He 
who converted the mad persecutor, Paul, cannot convert 
the poor drunkard until he has half saved himself ? I 
tell thee thou art welcome this moment to Christ. Did 
He ever send a sinner away ? Never. He is the only 
one who can deliver thco from thy hateful sins. 

"But, oh!" say the modern ministers of Satan, 
"the bridge so often falls, and lets its travellers into 
the gulf—there are so few of its travellers get safe 
over, that you had really better try the plank.'' 
Find me a stone loose in that foundation which God 
hath laid! Christ fail! Christ let a soul perish that 
trusts in Him! Do you mean to say that ? It is plain 
enough, if a traveller falls in who is on the bridge, 
that the bridge itself must fall first. It is plain enough, 
too, that whatever plank man or Satan brings, it is 
calling in question the all-sujficiency of Christ Jesus, 
for the sinner's entire and eternal salvation. But 
perhaps you may say, "Do all who are on that 
bridge, that is, who are saved by Christ alone, go safe 
to God?" Yes; if one were lost, then Christ would 
have failed. Their going safe over is the proof that 
they are saved by Him. " Then how is it that so many 
who profess do fall, and perish at last ?" Profess what ? 
Many are in this day walking on a plank of their own. 
They can only walk until their own weight sinks them 
in; and then they say the bridge has let them in. The 
fact is, they never were on the bridge. Suppose the 
plank you are walking, or trying to walk on, is the law— 
the keeping of the commandments. You have believed 
Satan, that Christ is not enough for your salvation. 
He gently lays you down the plank—the law. Can 
you walk across the gulf on that plank? It is far 
too short to carry a sinner across. You feel your 
sins are getting heavier and heavier; another step, and 
the plank sinks lower. Hold! stop ! man, you will be 
in ! Another is trusting to his sacraments, ordinances, 
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and the like. He goes back to Judaism, and calls it 
High Church, Ho is walking on his own plank ; it is 
sure to let him in, and all that are blind enough to 
follow him. Yes, and if thou art trusting to thy pledge, 
to thy temperance, to thy morality, or to thyself, in any 
form, thy plank is too short, and keeping to it, thou wilt 
perish for ever. I do not frustrate the grace of God; 
for if righteousness come by the law, or by the pledge, 
or by anything that man can do tor himself, " then 
Christ is dead in vain." Yes, if any plank could have 
been found able to carry the sinner across the fearful 
gulf and torrent of iniquity and sin, God would have 
spared His Son—those words would never have been 
heard from the holy lips of Jesus, " My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?" Oh, what has that 
bridge cost God? The death of His only-begotten 
Son. It is not my loving God with all my heart that 
makes me a Christian, but believing that God has 
loved me with all His heart—so loved, that He spared 
not His beloved Son ! It is not my doing all the good I 
can to my neighbour that makes me a Christian. No, 
it is God that has done all the good He can to me, when 
an enemy. As the lunatic said, it is learning this love 
at the foot of the cross that breaks my proud heart. 

Reader, hast thou thus got a broken heart? Is 
Christ thy root? thy bridge ? Is Christ thy all ? If 
not, beware of Satan's planks. It is quite true what 
the apostle says of " Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
reveilings, and such like; of the which [says he] I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God." But it is also true that Jesus is the Saviour 
who shall deliver, who hath delivered, and who doth 
deliver His people from their sins. 

FELLOW-BELIEVER, " God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord." C. S. 
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T H E L I T T L E G A R D E N ; 
OR "IQIUITS OF REPENTANCE;' 

I WAS passing a little garden the other day, when I 
could not help standing to admire the beautiful order 
in which it was kept, Every foot of land was laid 
out in beds, and every bed growing something, bidding 
fair for fruitful crops. Peas, beans, plants, trees, nay 
everything looked well. I thought as I looked at this 
garden, what man in his senses, would expect vegeta
bles and fruit, without the seed being first sown and 
the trees being first planted? There must be the seed, 
the plant, the tree, before there can be the fruit. 
Everybody knows that it is the tree that grows the 
fruit, and the fruit is sure to be what the tree is. 
Fruit there cannot be without the tree first. It is not 
good fruit that makes the good tree, but the good tree 
that grows the good fruit. 

I thought again, how many there are that are per
plexed about the FRUITS OF REPENTANCE, who might 
learn a lesson by this little garden ? Next to it, there 
was a piece of land that had been dug and manured 
some time ago, but had had nothing sown in it. Oh, 
what docks and weeds! I thought that is all that 
mere education can do for fallen human nature. Ex
clude the seed, the word of the living God, and the 
more education, and the bigger the docks and weeds. 
" Do you know," said a lady to a Christian friend, who 
was carrying the good news of Salvation to the lost, 
" whatrsort of people those are that you are visiting 1 
what a life of infamy that woman has led ever since she 
was a child! and her husband, what must he be to take 
up with such a woman ; They must be told to repent." 
" I know all about it," said the dear Christian friend 
who was about to set Christ crucified before these two 
unhappy persons, who were both ill; " and if I did not 
know that I was as bad in my fallen nature as they, I 
should not go to speak to them of Christ." 

My friend had learnt that we are by nature all 
alike, lost, guilty sinners, and that it is only as we are 
upheld by God, that we are kept from the most fearfnl 
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sins* iTow what did this lady mean by " they must 
be told to repent ?" She meant that they must be like 
this little garden, before ever they could be worthy of 
Christ, or before it was at all proper to set Christ and 
salvation before them. They must be told to bring 
forth the PETTITS of repentance; and then those fruits 
would make them good trees, or Christians. And how 
many would have told them to do so ? They would 
have told them to be very sorry for their sins; to for
sake them entirely; to lead a new life; to serve God 
and love Him, and then give them a faint hope they 
might be saved at last through Jesus Christ. One 
might just as well say to the crab-tree, Now you must 
cease to grow crabs, never grow another, and begin 
from this time to grow good apples; and if you do 
this, the gardener will come and make you an apple-^ 
tree. That man is a poor gardener that does not know 
that before anything but crabs can be got from that 
tree, there must be a new nature; that is, apple-
nature, grafted or implanted in that tree. And that 
man knows very little of the utter depravity of the 
human heart, or of what God says in His "Word, that 
expects anything but sin from a sinful nature. No, 
there must be repentance, before there can be the 
fruits of repentance. There must be a new nature 
before there can be holiness of life. An apple graft 
cannot bring forth crabs, and that which is born of 
God cannot Bin. The old nature of man is sin itself, 
and brings forth nothing but sin; the new nature im
planted by God is holy and divine, 

If my friend had told these persons to bring forth 
holy finiits of repentance in their sinful condition, she 
would have denied the depravity of man; and hypo
crisy would only have been the result. But to the 
praise of the God of all grace, she set at once the 
finished salvation of Christ before them; and they 
were both converted. 

Many are perplexed as to what repentance is, and 
what difference there is betwixt faith and repentance. 
This may make it simple. Suppose the inhabitants of 
Scotland had a ver*; wrong opinion of her Majesty tho 
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Queen; they thought her austere and cruel, and 
consequently hated and dreaded her. Now she sends 
tar son, the Prince of Wales, to make known her 
real character. He arrives in Scotland. Every act 
is an act of kindness: no expense is spared for the 
good of the people ; and all he does is in the name of 
the Queen: and thus having given full proof first 
of her love to them, the Prince gives command that 
all Scotland shall now repent (or as the word always 
means in Scripture, to change their minds). Now this 
change of mind in Scotland would be by believing 
the Prince. To believe the son, would change the 
mind toward the Queen; there could not be one 
without the other. 
>It is so as to repentance toward God. This whole 

| ; world has been deceived by Satan about God. All 
^men have a dread of God: they think Him a hard 

master; and they hate Him, and in their blindness 
they prefer sin and Satan's world to God. " The God 
of this world hath blinded their eyes," But" God 
so LOVED the world, that He gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.^ (John iii. 16—19.) " No 
man haA seen God at any time: the only begotten 
Son which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him." And was not every act of Jesus an 
act of love to lost sinners ? Oh, look at Him. When 
did he spurn the sinner from his presence? Hear 
His sweet parable of the Father's joy in receiving 
the lost one who had spent all amongst harlots. His 
arms were wide open; little children were welcome 
there. Ah! the woman who was a sinner gave Him 
more heart-joy at His blessed feet, than the Pharisee's 
dinner on his table. (Luke vii. 37—50.) Was any 
thing spared to show out the love of the Holy God 
to lost sinners? No! When the fearful hour for 
which Jesus came into this world arrived, when He 
said, " Oh, my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will but as thou 
wilt;" and again when on the cross He cried, "My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" did God 
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spare His own dear Son ? No! And unspeakably 
fearful as was that hour of darkness, when the HOLY 
ONE OF GOD was made an offering for sin; yet He 
did not save Himself; He did not come down from 
the cross. He who made all things, endured the utmost 
penalty of bin. And did not God accept that amaz
ing sacrifice ? He did, and proved His eternal satis
faction with that one sacrifice, by raising Jesus from 
the dead. And all this reveals the LOVE OF GOD. 
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but th^t He 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." " In this was MANIFESTED the love of God 
towards us," &u. (1 John iv. 9—10.) 

Since Jesus then has proved that all men have an 
entirely wrong mind about God; yea, since Jesus has 
manifested undeniably the love of God to sinners, 
God now commands all men to repent, or change 
their minds towards Him. Hence, if there be real 
faith by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the Lord 
Jesus, there mr^t be an entire change of mind toward 
God. The one implies the other, and where there is 
this wondrous change of mind about God, by the Holy 
Ghost, not a mere change of notions, there is the 
utmost certuinty that this will produce the fruits of 
repentance, sorrow for sin, forsaking sin, serving God 
from the heart, loving God, joy in God; yea, an entire 
change of life. ' ^ ' " 

My reader, dost thou understand? There must 
be fruit, there bd must sorrow for sin, there must be 
holiness of life. But thou must have life first, faith 
first, a change of mind toward God first, just as the 
seed must be put in the ground first. The word of 
God is quick un»3 powerful. May God, without whosa 
blessing this paper is not worth reading—oh, may 
He open the eyes of the blind, and through Christ 
Jesus give thee repentance unto life ; so that by the 
power of the Holy Ghost thy soul may be filled with 
all joy and peace. C. S. 

Price Is. per 100. 
London : G, Morriah, 24, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row. 

Sheffield: C. 3. Gospel Tract Depot, 7, Carver Street 
North Shields: W. H . Urown, 83, Tyne Street. 



{Plain ©Horns.—No. 2. 

A LESSON FROM AN OLD 
SCHOOLMASTER. 

iC
 WHEREFORE the law was our Schoolmaster unto 

Christ, that we might be justified by faith." The 
apostle was speaking of the Jews. He does not pay the 
law is a Schoolmaster to the Gentiles; but the law was 
so to the Jews. In that very ancient school, there were 
not only the ten commandments, which brought to light 
the wickedness of man (Rom. iii. 19 ; v. 20; Gal. iii. 19), 
but also there were many very wonderful picture 
lessons, all of which pointed forwards to Christ. 

One very striking lesson demands our most serious 
attention. There was not a man to be found in all 
the earth fit to come into the presence of the Holy 
God, without the blood of a slain victim. No, not one; 
not even the high priest of Israel. The people of God 
once a year, stood one nation out of all the nations of 
the earth, and out of that nation one man; yet even 
that one man must not come into the presence of God 
without blood. " The high priest alone, once a year, 
not without blood, which he offered for himself and for 
the errors of the people." (Heb. ix. 7.) " And the man 
that dare approach the mercy-seat of God, without the 
blood of the sin-offering ; that man must die." (Lev. 
xvi. 2.) The bullock was slain, and its blood did the 
high priest carry in and sprinkle seven times before the 
mercy-seat. Again, I repeat this lesson of the ancient 
schoolmaster, that no man could be allowed to go into 
the presence of the Holy God, without blood. And we 
are not left to guess what this picture or type meant; 
a reality; but pointing forward, as the word says, " The 
Holy Ghost, this signifying that t!;e way into tho 
holiest of all was not yet made manifest." (Heb. ix. 8.) 

We may now go a step further, it tvas so, and it still 
is so, for u Without shedding of blood is NO REMIS
SION " (ver. 22); and in this very chapter, the present, 
the only way into the presence of God, is distinctly set 
before us. " Christ, by his own blood, entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp-
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tion." Surely the death of this Holy One—made sin— 
the sin-offering is in itself an everlasting proof that 
there cannot be mercy and forgiveness to any sinner, 
but by His blood. " Neither is there salvation in any 
other; for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved." (Acts iv. 12.) 
u To Him give all the prophets witness, that through 
His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins." (Acts x. 43.) There is not one 
thing any man can say with more certainty that he has 
than the certainty with which believers in Christ can 
say, "In whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins." (Col. i. 14.) 

Assuredly all men are sinners, " For all have sinned." 
(Rom. iii. 23.) I learn then that there is not one man 
now in the whole of this world that can either have 
forgiveness of sins, or be fit for the presence of the 
Holy God, except by the blood of the Lord Jesus, 
who was the sacrifice once offered for sins. Oh, what 
swarms of despisers and rejecters of Christ in this day. 
Art thou one, my reader? Perhaps thou sayest, " I 
am not so great a sinner as many; I try to pay all I 
owe ; and do no harm to any one." Hold! do no harm 
to any one ! Hast thou believed in Jesus, to the saving 
of thy soul? Dost thou say, No? Then art thou the 
greatest of all sinners; for to reject Christ is the 
greatest of all possible sins, and this thou wilt find to 
thy cost for ever. To disbelieve Jesus is to sin 
against God, who sent him to die for sinners. To sin 
against that precious Christ, who died for sinners. To 
sin against thyself; oh, sin of all sins; to plunge thy
self into eternal torment. Is this doing no harm? 
This is that monster sin, of which the Holy Ghost 
convinceth; "Of sin, because they believe not on me." 
(John xvi. 9.) Ah! ponder this well. Thou hast but 
a moment to live compared with eternity ; and if thou 
shouldst continue to reject the pardon preached 
through the blood of Jesus, then, when thou liftest up 
thine eyes in torment, then wilt thou know what thou 
hast done in rejecting Christ. ( 

But perhaps thou sayest, " I do believe in Christ; I 
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believe he was a good man, and if I fullow his exam
ple, and be good as he was, I shall be saved/' If this 
is thy Christ, it is a false Christ, an antichrist; of 
which there are scores. The true Christ is not only 
perfectly man, but the mighty God; as it is written, 
" But unto the Son, he saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for 
ever and ever." (Heb. i. 8.) This Christ of the 
Scriptures " hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God; who his own-
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree. But 
now, once in the end of the world, hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." Art thou 
following THIS CHRIST ? Then the very first step is to 
believe in His death and resurrection; and to know, 
for certain, that He " was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification." Yea, to 
know assuredly, on the testimony of God, who cannot 
lie, that being justified by His BLOOD, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him. Art thou thus jus
tified by faith in the death and resurrection of the 
only one true Christ, set forth in the holy Scriptures f 
then follow on to know Him, and to walk worthy of 
Him. The God of peace be with thee. 

But if thou art trampling under foot the blood of 
Christ; if thou art still rejecting the peace preached 
through His precious blood; oh, do not fool thyself to 
perdition by calling this following the Christ of the 
Scriptures. Remember what the old schoolmaster 
teaches in his picture. No man was then fit for the 
presence of God, without the blood of a victim; and 
God declares now, " without shedding of blood is NO 
remission." Oh! the utter vanity and delusion of 
trusting in anything but the blood of Christ for sal
vation. No matter how religious thou mayest* think 
thyself, if thy religion is not based on the one sacri
fice of Christ, thou art utterly unfit for the presence 
of God. It is " by the blood of Jesus that we have 
boldness to enter into the holiest." (Heb. x. 19.) It 
is not by doing the best we can; and surely it is not 
by leading a life of sin, that we may ever expect to 
have boldness in the presence of God. Do the Scrip-
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tures say that if you follow the example of Christ then 
you will be saved? And if it did, do you follow that 
Holy One, who had not where to lay His head? He 
was without sin—are you without sin? Say, yes or no. 
If you say, "Yes, I am without sin/ ' then you make 
God a liar. "If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
Him a liar, and His word is not in us." (1 John i. 
8—10.) If you say, "No, I have sinned, but I believe 
God is very merciful and will pass it by." Impossible! 
For whjn God gave shadows of these things, no man 
could approach the mercy-seat without the blood. And 
now, "without shedding of blood THERE IS no remis
sion." God is rich in mercy, but how has that mercy 
been shown? Was it not in His wondrous love in giving 
Jesus to die for our sins ? May God, hj the Holy Spirit, 
convince thee, as thou readest this littlepaper,that thou 
hast deeply sinned, in not believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and receiving Him as thy whole salvation. 

My reader, if thou hast thus been convinced; if thou 
hast, by the Holy Ghost, seen that the blood of Jesus 
doth cleanse thee from all sin; if He is thy very 
life, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, oh! 
canst thou not say that no tale is so sweet to thee as 
the wondrous story of His redeeming love ? In one 
word, if thou dost in thy heart believe on Jesus the 
Son of God, who died for thy sins and rose again, then 
know assuredly that thou art saved. Doubt it not: 
every doubt dishonours the risen Christ. Thy carnal 
reason would never have believed thus in Christ's 
death. The human mind hates the cross. If thou 
hast true faith in the true Christ, this is God's gift. 
(Eph. ii. 8.) And it is by the Holy Ghost; therefore 
thou hqst the Spirit, and He is the witness and proof 
that thou art a child of God. See! oh, see now, that 
thou jvalkest as a child of God. But remember the 
walk is not to get to be one. 

C. S. 
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Plain aatorus.—No. 3. 

" C O N V E R S I O N . " 

"THAT which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit." (John iii. G.) 

There are two families on earth ; one family are the 
children of wrath, the other are for ever justified and 
made one with the glorified man, Christ Jesus. As 
he says, "Behold me and the children God hath 
given me." (Heb. ii. 11, 13.) Every child of Adam has 
the nature of Adam, fallen and utterly sinful; and 
every child of God has the nature of God, which can
not sin. " He that is born of God sinneth not." (1 
John v. 18.) 

Plain as the vast difference is betwixt the two, yet, 
I have met with many who know nothing of what it is 
to be born again; they are so blind as to think that 
that old Adam nature is not so bad, but that with 
education and training, it may be good and holy. 
Others again are 50 bat-blind as to suppose that a 
little water will regenerate a fallen, sinful child. We 
know it is not go, but that the child grows up a fallen, 
depraved sinner. 

But there is another class who think that conversion, 
or being born again, is a change of the old Adam 
corrupt nature (called in Scripture, " the flesh "), into 
a holy, pure nature. Many who are taught to pray 
for a new heart, mean this very thing; they pray to 
be converted, that is, they mean to get the old Adam 
nature changed into the new Christ nature. This is 
a very perplexing mistake, and one that gives great 
trouble to awakened souls. I cannot find any such 
view of conversion in the whole New Testament. It 
nowhere says, that that which is flesh (that is, our 
fallen Adam nature) shall be changed. We shall be 
perfectly freed from it at the coming of Christ: u Who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body." (Phil. iii. 21.) Until 
then, we who are born again, who are the children of 
God, who have the Spirit of adoption, who are joint-
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heirs with Christ—yea, the Apostle says, " Ourselves 
also, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan withiii ourselves, waiting for the adop
tion, the redemption of the body." (Rom. viii. 15—23.) 
Suppose a soul really quickened by the Holy Ghost; 
now, such a false view of conversion might keep that 
soul in doubt and bondage all his life. He who be
lieves in Jesus, will most earnestly pray and desire to 
be fully freed from that evil Adam nature, which is the 
plague of his heart; and it is most certain that when 
Christ comes this will be for ever the case. " We 
know that when he shall appear WE SHALL BE LIKE 
HIM, for we shall see him as he is." Faith triumphs 
in this blest anticipation. 

But now the soul really quickened by the Spirit, is 
told that at conversion this old vile nature is changed 
and made holy. Such an one is very happy for awhile, 
but by-and-by he finds there is still the same old 
fallen nature tvith its corrupt lusts, and now owing to 
this wrong view of conversion, he is utterly con
founded, and begins seriously to question whether he 
ever was converted at all. No one can tell what 
misery such go through; for it is after we are born 
again that we know what the plague and sinfulness of 
sin in the flesh really is. " For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit;" and again, " Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." Does not this 
prove that the regenerate believer has still an evil 
nature; the old man corrupt; and that if it were not 
that the blessed Holy Spirit dwells in him, he would 
doubtless fulfil its hateful lusts. The Lord keep each 
believer watchful. * 

What then is regeneration? It is wholly of God 
—a new creation. " Therefore, if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new, and all things 
of God." Mark in this matter, ALL THINGS OP GOD. 
Nothing of poor, corrupt, fallen man: " Which were 
born, NOT of blood, NOR of the will of the flesh, NOR 
of the will of man, BUT OP GOD." In the beginning 
when God created this world, that was not a making 
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it or transforming it out of old materials; so in ih* 
new creation, it is not a remodelling*or purifying of 
the old corrupt human nature. Never in Scripture. 

Christ, having finished redemption, arose from the 
dead, the Head of the new creation. The Spirit of 
God does not begin with something in the sinner, 
but communicates that which is entirely without the 
sinner; yes, the very resurrection life and nature 
of Christ, who is risen and at God's right hand ; and 
thus are we ccbova from above." Oh, what a life! 
Christ must die in heaven before this risen life can be 
destroyed in a single believer. Because He liveth, 
we live also. It must be so; it is one life in Him 
and in us. And what a nature, to have the new 
nature of the risen man, Christ Jesus! " As he is, 
so are we in this world." (1 John iv. 17.) What a 
wondrous position this is, as to the old man, the old 
nature of Adam, reckoned dead I' Before God every
thing of the old nature (" old things passed away'"), 
all new in Christ; quickened with Christ; raised with 
Christ; seated with Christ in heavenly places. We 
have not to wait until death; all is now ours in 
Christ the risen head. 

How can these things be ? How is a person con
verted? " The wind bloweth where ij listeth, &c, so 
is every one that is born pf the Spirit." " And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up/' This is how, and 
the only how—the only means whereby sinners are 
converted. All else is sham and delusion. It is foolish
ness to men, but the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth. Just as the serpent was 
set before the death-smitten Israelite, so now Christ 
crucified, and risen again, is set before the lost, dead, 
sin-smitten sons 'of men; and he that believeth is 
passed from death unto life, is born of God, liath 
everlasting life. He that looks lives. 

My reader may ask, How may I know that I am born, 
of God—that I am a child of God; how do you 
know that your body was ever born? Why, your very 
human existence proves that. So does the existence 
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of the new nature prove that you arc born of God. 
I do not look 'within or go to the glass, to see if my 
eyesight is good. I look out at an object; if I see 
it clearly, that proves I have good eyesight. Have 
you seen Jesus dying on the cross for your sins? 
Have you seen Him rise from the empty grave, for 
your justification? Is He your ONLY trust? Do you 
see Him at the right hand of God having first purged 
your sins ? Do you see Him interceding for you ? Do 
you see Him clearly; glorious, yet precious, and full 
of tender love to such poor, lost sinners as you? Ah ! 
if this is your sight of Jesus, it is not the eyesight of 
the old man. The old corrupt human heart never 
thus sees and trusts in Jesus. The old nature look 
within, and wants to find something good for Christ. 
Faith, which is never of the will of the flesh, but 
of the Spirit of God, looks without to Christ, and 
sees HIM to be everything from God to the poor 
sinner. " That which is born, of the flesh is flesh." 
" The carnal mind is enmity against God." Therefore 
the carnal mind, the flesh, can never trust in Christ. 
If therefore my reader trusts in Christ alone, you do 
not need ask, Am I converted ? It is most certain. 
But do you say, " I find so much evil in my old nature ?" 
That is just what every child of God finds and mourns 
daily; if you were not a child of God you would not 
mourn over it. But what saith the Scripture ?. " Sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace." (Rom. vi. 15.) Precious 
promise! Happy state! Yes, if a child of God, how
ever tempted—yea, though you may have fallen— 
though you still find it a hard conflict—yet, through 
the grace of God, sin SHALL NOT have the dominion. 
Bad as the flesh is, and it could not be worse, the 
believer is not a debtor to it; but more than con
queror, through Him that loved him. So be it with 
thee. C. S. 
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Plain matbs.—No. 4>. 

T H E T E L E S C O P E ; 
OR, "HOW MAY I KNOW THAT I HAVE THE 

EIGHT FAITH ? " 

I RECEIVED a package the other day of samples of 
Telescopes, and other glasses. Of course I examined 
them to see if they were the right things or articles. 
When it began to be dark, I unwrapped one of the 
Telescopes to try i t ; after arranging the slides, I 
placed it to my eye, when to my astonishment a 
star was quite visible, I took away the glass again, 
and I found there was no star to be seen with the 
natural eye; but through the glass it was seen plainly, 
and seemed to be near. Well, thought I, the Teles
cope that gives such a sight of a star where to the natu
ral eye there is not one, must be the right sort of glass. 

True faith is exactly like this Telescope. The mind 
of fallen man is in darkness as to the things of God; 
and .without faith, man gropes in darkness and knows 
not whither he goeth. Now the moment the Holy 
Ghost imparteth faith to the soul, Christ is seen as 
the star was seen in the sky. And oh! what a 
sight! when Christ is seen by faith. If that is the 
right glass which reveals the unseen star; that only 
is true faith which reveals the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. ki The light shineth in darkness, 
and the darkness comprehendeth it not." The* natural 
eye without the glass could not see the star. Man 
without faith cannot understand why the glory of God 
shines in the face of a risen man in heaven, the 
Lord Jesus Christ; without faith he cannot see 
this glorious Christ. " What is faith ? " said a doctor 
to his patient, who was an evangelist. " Well, doctor," 
said he, " when I came to you I put myself entirely in 
your hands ; that is faith. When a lost sinner trusts 
himself entirely in the hands of Christ; that is faith." 

Have you, my leader, seen Christ to be your 
feaviour; crucified for your sins; raised from the 
dead for your justification? Do you see Him to be 
all that you need, without a single make-weight? 
Oh! the wickedness of thinking of adding anything 
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of our own, such vile worms, as a make-weight to the 
worth of Christ. God sees the sacrifice of Christ, 
the shedding of His blood, that which puts sin and 
sins away for ever. Are you in this light of God ? 
And can you say, The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth me from all sin? Then most assuredly 
you have true faith. For the natural man without the 
faith of Christ will never believe this. 

Another thing as to the Telescope: it did not make 
the star; it had nothing to do surely at all in pro
ducing the star; it only enabled me to see the star, 
and know that it was there. This illustrates a most 
important fact as to salvation. Many, when seeking 
salvation, though they know it cannot be had by works, 
yet suppose that salvation is in some way suspended, 
or incomplete in itself, until they have believed 
rightly ! And thus they make faith to have some
thing to do with producing salvation, and thus they 
are led to look at faith, instead of the finished work of 
Christ. They say, "Oh , that I was sure I had the 
right faith, or believed enough, then I should be 
saved!" This is making faith a Saviour. Faith has 
no more to do with producing salvation, than my glass 
had to do with producing the star. That star was 
created and shone in the heavens ages before I was 
born. I speak now of all those who through grace 
shall be saved. These were all certainly foreknown 
of God in eternity, before ever light twinkled from 
that distant star. " Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began; 
but is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Surely it is plain that our 
faith had nothing to do with producing the grace that 
was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world 
began. And when Jesus was manifested, it was not 
our faith that induced Him to become the substitute 
and surety of all who should through grace be saved. 

No, not our faith; it was His love. It was God 
who laid on Him the iniquity of us all; and it was God 
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who justified Him from the iniquity of us all, when He 
raised Him up from the dead. He sat down having 
purged our sins from the sight of God, long, long 
before we were born. Our faith had nothing to 
do with Christ thus purging our sins, or with God 
justifying us in Christ. This was absolutely finished 
long before we had actual existence. God saw in 
the blood of Christ the perfect and eternal satisfaction 
for all our sins, and this one sacrifice put away all 
our sins from the sight of God. You will say then, 
"If Christ thus finished the work of salvation for 
all who through grace shall believe, what does take 
place when the sinner believes? Just what took 
place when I looked through my glass ; I saw the star 
I had never seen before, and I knew it to be there* 
Just so when the Holy Ghost reveals the salvation 
already finished by Christ. I know now salvation; 
my salvation is there, though I never knew it before. 
Sin was purged from before God, when Christ died 
and arose from the dead; this saved me; it is now 
purged from my conscience by faith in that blood, 
when God calls me. God who justified me then 
in my representative, Christ, now gives me, by 
faith, the blessed knowledge of justification in my 
own soul. Faith does not produce this complete sal
vation, but sees it to be in Christ, and knows it is 
mine on the testimony of God. "Be it known unto 
you, that through this man (Christ crucified and risen) 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by 
H i m ALL THAT BELIEVE AEE JUSTIFIED from all 
things from which you could not be justified by the 
law of Moses." (Acts xiii. 38.) Do you believe 
what the Word of God says here? I do not ask 
what sort of faith have you; there is only one true 
faith, all else is unbelief; but I ask, Do you know in 
power this forgiveness of sins through Christ Jesus ? 
Do you thus see Jesus^ If you do, you have true 
faith as certainly as I had a good glass, when I saw 
the star. Oh! look nowhere but to Jesus. Is he 
seen ? Do you believe the forgiveness through Him, 
not through the merit of your faith but through 
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Jesus? If you thus see Him, thus believe in Him, 
then you are justified. You say from your heart you 
believe in Jesus, then God says, you are justified. 
What do you make of that ? Will not that give you 
peace ? Cannot you now say, looking steadily through 
the glass of faith at Jesus, " Who was delivered for 
our offences " (hold steady and look at the cross), 
iC and was raised again FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION," 

Stretch out your slides, and gaze at His glory. Oh! 
let faith take its utmost survey of the glory of the 
risen man, and as you look at Him, remember all 
you see is yours, as certainly as you see Him by faith; 
all, all is yours. The peace of Jesus is yours; yours 
for ever. Can there be condemnation laid on Him. 
now? Never. And you are justified with Him; 
sanctified with Him; what shall I say? for ever 
blest with Him. Now do not let the glass shake 
with doubts and fears. Look again on His cross 
and resurrection. Cannot you now say, with holy 
confidence, " Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST." ''If you do not thus see Jesus, and know 
that you are justified, and have peace with God then 
I beg, do not pretend to have the true faith. v There 
are many in this day who do not know Jesus at all; 
who do not know that they are justified; who do 
not know anything, in fact, and yet say they have the 
only true faith. 

If my reader is one of these, wilt thou tell me 
how it is, that all who did believe in the days of the 
Apostles knew they were justified, and had peace with 
God; whilst thou sayest that thou art a believer, and 
yet thou neither knowest that thou art justified, or 
that thou hast peace with God ? May God reveal His 
Son to 1hee, so that being justified, and having peace 
with God, thy whole being, body, soul, and spirit, may 
be cheerfully devoted to His service of love. C. S. 
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R E D E M P T I O N . 
" When I soo the blood."—Ex. xii. 13. 

I KNEW a person who had, for some years, been 
deeply anxious about her soul. She longed to know, 
for certain, that she had redemption through the 
blood of Christ; even the forgiveness of her sins. 
She felt that if she died without redemption, she was 
lost for ever. She went from place to place, to hear 
the preaching of the word. Her anxiety became very 
great; yet nothing that she heard gave her peace. 
She was constantly thinking that she had something 
to do, before she could have redemption. She tried 
to lay hold of the promises; but they gave her no 
relief. She tried to serve Q-od and. keep His com
mandments ; she found she failed at every step. She 
tried forms and ceremonies; but all in vain. She 
then thought she must have stronger faith, and tried 
to understand, more clearly, the value of the blood of 
Jesus ; still all was darkness. Grod would not even 
have her faith, as the price of her redemption. Her 
heart sank in despair ; she could do no more. I t was 
when she was in that state of self-despair, she heard 
those words, " When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you." The Holy Grhost spake in her soul, in that 
moment, and said to her, " I t was Grod who spake 
these words." In a moment she felt the vast difference 
betwixt herself seeing the blood of Je&ua, and Grod 
seeing it. She thought, Yes, Grod sees nuch value in 
the blood of Jesus, that He will pass oyer me; and 
the destroyer shall not touch me. JFrom that moment, 
she believed what Grod hath said about the blood of 
Jesus. From that moment, she had pddce through 
the blood of Jesus. Now she knows, with certainty, 
that she has redemption through the bloud of Cktist, 
even the forgiveness of her sins. ^ 

Surely, this one case, out of many thousands that 
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might bo told, shows the importance of the subject 
before us. 

Before speaking of these wonderful words, " When 
I see the blood/' &c, let mo remind you of the con
dition of this peopje, Israel, as described in the pre
vious chapters. They were slaves under Pharaoh, in 
bitter bondage. "They sighed by reason of the 
bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto 
God." (ii. 2, 3.) God heard and pitied them; He 
said, " for I know their sorrows." Yes, such also ijp 
the plain fact, man has sold himself, a bond-slave, te 
Satan. There is no denying it. Oh! what a cry of 
misery ascends from this world of sin. How bittep 
is the slavery of sin, if there were no lake of fir® ' 
hereafter; even now, what bitterness and anguish 
has sin brought. Every heart knows its own bitter* 
ness. Godjheard their sighs j and has he not heard 
yours ? ~ >'. 

'Godis fove ! He heard their sighs, He knew their 
sorrows, aaid He came to save.. The people heard that 
God had looked upon their affliction (iv. 31), and 
$hey desired to go forth and worship him. Just like 
the person above, they anxiously desired to go forth 
and serve God; but, as it was with her, this only 
made their burthens the heavier. Their affliction and 
sorrow were now very great. How often is this the 
ease, when the soul is awakened to thirst after God. 
Then Satan brings all his force to crush the sin-bur-
thened soul. The next thing, we find the promises of 
God, in chap, vi, entirely fail to give the least com
fort. " They hearkened not for anguish of spirit, and 
for cruel bondage," In the following chapter*, te» 
xii., we see, by the conduct of Pharaoh, how loth Satan 
i* to give up his victims. 

How many who read these lines will say, " How 
\ike me all this is! The more I have desired to serve 
God, the heavier has been my burthen. I have tried 
Jo get comfort from the promises; but all in vain. 
Still anguish of spirit; still the burthen of sin ; still 
uncertain as to my interest in Christ." Poor soul! 
if thia w Vdrw condition, let us now look at this re« 
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demption chapter. Grod grant that this may be the 
beginning of months to you. Do you see, the Lamb 
was slain, and the blood was sprinkled on the door
posts ? And do not you see, that every soul, young 
or old, that took refuge in the blood-sprinkled house, 
had an interest in that blood. Grod said, " And the 
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass 
oyer you." He did not say, "When I see how good ye 
are ; or, "When I see that you deserve my favour; or, 
When you have repented enough or believed enough. 
JSfo ; the Hood is first and uppermost in God's thoughts. 
I t was His token of lore to them, just as and where 
they were. He did not even say, When ye see the 
blood; but, " When I see the blood." Now, I repeat, 
did any person within that blood-sprinkled house 
need to ask, How may I know that I have an interest 
in the blood ? I t was most certain he had, on the 
authority of the word of Grod. And every soul that 
simply trusted in what Grod said about that blood was 
saved that night. 

Now, we all know that redemption from Egypt was 
a type of redemption through " the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without 
spot." And, in the very same way, is not the blood 
of Christ Grod's token of love to lost, burthened 
sinners ? Jesus did not die that G-od might love us ; 
but because He loved us. " I n this was manifested 
the love of G-od toward us." " G-od did so love the 
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son." "Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 
(1 John iv. 9, 10.) 

Mark, it is not what you see, but what God sees, in 
the blood of Christ. He knows all your sins; and 
yet He sees the blood of Christ. He sees that the 
sufferings and atoning dearth of His beloved Son 
justify Him, in passing over all your sins, however 
deep their crimson dye. He says so, plainly; and is 
righteous in "justifying freely every sinner who be-
Ueyes ill Him, through the redemption that is h} 
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Christ Jesus." (Horn, iii.) Do you say, How am I 
to know that I have an interest in that atoning 
blood? "Why, do not you see, every Israelite who 
believed God had an interest in the sprinkled blood. 
And if you search the New Testament through, you 
will find that every sinner who trusted God about 
that precious blood shed on the cross, knew, with the 
utmost certainty, that lie liacl redemption through the 
blood of Christ. Mark, you have not to trust in a 
promise. Eedemption is no longer a promise, but an 
accomplished fact—a finished work. If you were 
dying with thirst, and a person promised to bring you 
water, you might trust his promise ; but when he has 
brought the water to you, you have not then to trust 
in his promise, but to drink the water. God has ful
filled His promise: He has sent His Son. rThe blood 
has flowed through His pierced wounds' . I t is all 
finished. Peace through that blood is come to you. 
May God open your heart to receive that peace on 
the testimony of God, who raised up Jesus from the 
dead. Oh! how strange that men should forget this, 
and go back to the promises, as though God had still 
to do something to save sinners. I t is done. The 
blood has been freely shed. God sees that blood. I 
only ask, Have you been brought to take your last 
refuge in that blood ? Can you say that the blood of 
Jesus is your only trust ? Then it is most certain 
that yoii have an everlasting interest in that atoning 
blood. J You have redemption through that blood, 
according to the infinite value that God sees in the 
death of Christ. Up, then, arise, and away from 
Egypt! "With girded loins, and staff in hand, as the 
redeemed of the Lord, away, away! Adieu, adieu, to 
Satan's bonds and Satan's world! -You are no longer 
your own, but bought with a price—arid such a price. 
Christ died, the iust for the unjust, to hring you to 
God—and to such a God. C. S. 

* • — 
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" L I F E ." 
" W E do not deny," say the doubters of the Gospel, 
"that so long as a believer has Christ, he has life, or 
eternal life ; but if he sin, he no longer has Christ; 
and, therefore, no longer has eternal life." This is, 
perhaps, the most seducing doctrine that Satan can 
bring against the real child of God. By this wile of 
the enemy, numbers of God's dear children are hin
dered from all enjoyment of peace with God. 

"' Let not my reader, however, suppose that a mere 
profession, covering over a wilful course of sin and 
wickedness, is what is defended in this paper. No ; 
there are thousands of unconverted professors hasten
ing thus to destruction, to whom that passage applies^ 
" He that committeth sin is of the devil." (1 John 
iii. 8.) Yes, be not deceived ; if ths Holy Ghost has 
not brought you, as a lost sinner, to receive Jesus as 
your Saviour—your Saviour from the guilt and con
demnation of sin, by His death on the cross, and your 
living Saviour to deliver you from the present power 
of sin—no matter what profession you make, no 
matter what you have; if you hav* not Christ, you 
have not life. " H e that hath tho Son, hath life ; he 
that hath not the Son of God, hath not life." (1 
John v. 12.) Indeed, this first Epistle of John was 
written to meet these two very deadly errors, so pre 
valent in our day; on the one hand, that it is enough 
to take the name of Christ, and attach it to an uncon
verted, unholy life ; and, on the other hand, if a true 
child of God should be overcome and sin, he no longei 
has Christ, and, therefore, no longer has eternal life. 
Now, the true child of God, one of whom this verso 
speaks—" I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you, for his name's sake " (1 
John ii • 12), yes, one wl;̂ ? is born of God, has the very 
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nature of Christ, and this new, divme nature cannot 
sin ; as it is written, " Whosoever is born of Grod doth 
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him ; and 
he cannot sin, because he is born of Grod." Yea, 
though every child of Grod has this new, divine nature, 
in which he stands before Grod, and which shall endure, 
in unspotted holiness, for ever and ever ; which can
not be killed, nay, which cannot be touched, because 
" as he is, so are we, in this worid." Tea, though no 
language can express the perfect, blameless standing 
of every new-creation believer IN* Christ, yet every 
child of Grod must, at once, admit, that we have, 
whilst here below, still to wage fierce battle with, our 
old nature, corrupt with all its lusts: nay, further, 
that " if we say that we have no sin, we deceive our
selves, and the truth is not in us." (Chap, i. 8.) 
Yes, the beloved disciple, John, puts himself with us, 
in that little word, " we." If you, my reader, are a 
child of Grod, can you not say, that this very sin it-
self, in your old nature, is the greatest trouble you 
have ? " If WE say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us." Can 3̂ ou say, 
you have never sinned since your conversion ? Im
possible; nay, sin, before your conversion, appears 
nothing compared with sin against one who has so 
loved you. 

And now, says the wily enemy (spoken of 2 Cor. 
xi. 14) to the true little chiidi-en of G-od, " If any man 
sin, he no longer has Christ; and, therefore, no longer 
has eternal life." Dear fellow-tempted believer, if 
this were true, what would become of thee and me ? 
If we had no Christ, when we need Him most, oh, 
where would be the use of His living priesthood on 
high ? But, blessed be the Grod of all grace, we can 
meet the adversary with, " it is ivritten" " My little 
children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
th^ Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is a 
propitiation for our sins," &c. I do not see how it 
could be plainer. Satau? through men, says to the 
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children of God, If any man sin, he no longer has 
Christ. The word of God says, carefully limiting this 
to the children of God, that though this is written 
that we may not bin—and surely it is the inmost de
sire of every true child of God not to sin—yet, if any 
man sin, showing that every child of God is liable to 
fall, in the hour of temptation, that if he should sin, 
we have then Christ, in a very special way. And now, 
mark, it does not say, if he repent, or if he weep 
bitterly—no, it is, if lie sin. I say, above all things, 
is not this just where the weak, failing believer needs 
Christ—if he sin. "When he sees, in that look of un
changed love, such as Jesus gave to Peter, that he 
still, though so utterly unworthy, has Christ, and, 
therefore, still has eternal life, he will repent, and he 
will be sorry. But lest this should be put as a merit, 
it is plain out, " if any man sin." Now, at such a 
sad moment, what is Christ to him ? An advocate. 
And what is an advocate ? I t is one who stands up, 
in open court, to plead and maintain the cauSe of 
another. 

And is it true, that, even when the true Christian 
sins, that he not only still has Christ, but that Christ 
stands up to plead and to maintain his cause ? Yes, 
it is written so. " Oh !" says the believer, " on what
ever ground can Christ'maintain my cause, in the high 
court of heaven ? Whatever can He plead, when I 
sin ?" He pleads His own prevailing blood. He is 
the righteous One. And He is the propitiation for 
OUR SINS. And, mark, whom he pleads with: it does 
not say, with His Father; no with the Father. Even 
when we sin, still he owns us brethren. Ifc is my 
Father, and your Father, the Father. Oh, what a 
uecure resting-place for the weary heart is this endear
ing name, the Father! He does chasten us, as sons, 
but is ever the Father. How perfect this living work 
of Christ! Oh, blessed, loving, watchful shepherd! 
oh, thou all-prevailing priest and advocate! my only 
security is thy faithfulness to me, not my faithfulness 
to thee, 
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l^ellow-believers, let us walk in tlie light. as He is 
in the light. "With such an advocate, let us fully con
fess our sins " for he is faithful and just to forgive ITS 
our sins, and to cleanse tcs from all unrighteousness." 
" The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin," Everlasting is the efficacy of that precious 
sacrifice for our sins. Everlasting is the life we have 
in Him. Everlasting is His love to us. He cannot 
break his promise ; " and this is the promise that he 
hath promised us, eternal life.,> God will not alter 
His own record, " and this is the record, that G-od 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son." 

I t is not because we do this or that, but "because 
he liveth, we shall live also." 

Before one of Christ's sheep can perish, one must 
be found more mighty than G-od. " Eor," says Jesus, 
" I give unto them eternal life : and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
My Eather, which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand." (John x. 28.) Oh! my fellow-Christian, re
ject not these precious words of life. Thou surely 
needest them, or they would not be given thee. Say 
not, if this be true, then, I may sin as I like. I$Tay, 
no true believer can say so. He cannot like sin. Sin 
cannot be the believer's object. I t was so with Judas; 
he sought opportunity to betray Christ. Not so with 
Peter, yet he fell. Oh, beware! "Watch and pray, 
lest thou enter into temptation. Still, child of Grod, 
for thy comfort, remember—" My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not ; and, if any 
man sin, ice have an advocate with the Eather, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for 
our sins." C. S. 
—r— » ~ 
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"THE JUSTIFIER." 
A DEAR little boy, who loves the Lord Jesus, wrote 
me a letter some time since, asking me to write a 
tract, to show what it is that children should believe, 
so that they might be quite sure of going to heaven. 
There are many besides children who want a plain an
swer to this very simple but deeply-important question. 
Many even who have been born of the Spirit have not 
this blessed assurance. The cause of this, no doubt, 
is, in great measure, because they cling to opinions 
which are not scriptural. How all-important, then, it 
is to search the Scriptures, and receive nothing but 
what is in strict accordance with God's revealed word. 
If I am resting my soul's salvation, in the least, on what 
is false, the Holy Ghost cannot bear witness to what is 
untrue; and therefore I cannot enjoy His witness in the 
full assurance of faith. 

That plain answer to the stricken jailor is often 
quoted : " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house." But it is also added, 
" And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and 
to all that were in his house." Now, the question is, 
What is the word of the Lord about Jesus, on whom 
they must believe? Or what is it that must be be
lieved, so that you may be quite sure of going to 
heaven ? 

No doubt, the word of the Lord which Paul preached 
was the same as the word of the Lord which he has 
written, and which we find especially in the Epistle to 
the Romans—for this is the epistle of the gospel of the 
grace of God to guilty sinners. Try every thought, 
then, that you hold by what is written in this word of 
the Lord. 

The great subject in this epistle is the righteousness 
of God in justifying the ungodly. The first to the 
third chapter is occupied in proving all men alike utterly 
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lost, guilty sinners. u For there is no difference; for 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
(Chap. iii. 23.) The twentieth verse proves the utter 
impossibility of anyone being justified by works. So 
that no little or great children can be sure of heaven 
by good works. " Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in His sight; for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin." So that I hope the reader 
will remember this once for all, that he cannot be saved 
by keeping the commandments. The more he tries, the 
more he will find he is a sinner, and breaks them. 

Let me ask you now to notice, when man is thus 
proved guilty, and that he cannot justify himself by 
keeping the law, then the righteousness of Gk>d in 
justifying the sinner is revealed. Now, I am a sinner; 
and if I know and believe the righteousness of God in 
justifying me, I may be quite sure of going to heaven. 
Do note in these passages, it is not the righteousness 
of Christ in His holy life on earth—precious as that is; 
it is something far deeper. The spotlessness of Christ 
in His life could not help to justify the sinner in the 
least. Let me give an illustration. A criminal is 
under sentence of death. He stands before the judge. 
The judge longs to acquit the prisoner ; for, though a 
vile criminal, the judge loves him. Now, how can the 
judge acquit the prisoner, and still maintain the dignity 
of his own office, and of the just laws which demand 
his life? That is just the question. A man steps 
forward, and says, " I am perfectly innocent. I never 
committed a crime against the laws of my country. 
And now, my lord (addressing the judge), I wish you 
to impute, or reckon, my righteousness to the poor 
prisoner." The judge replies, " Your righteousness 
only makes this man's <sins the blacker. The law de
mands his life." Another man steps forward. " l a m 
a criminal also, like the prisoner at the bar; and I 
offer to give my life for his. Will not that justify 
you and uphold the law, in forgiving the prisoner at 
the bar and saving his life." " Officer," says the 
judge, " take that man into custody; he is also guilty; 
the law demands his life. How, then, can he be the 
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substitute of another?" A servant enters, and pre
sents a note to the judge* The judge is greatly moved; 
he knows the hand: it is from the prince of the whole 
realm. He opens the note. " Gentlemen of the jury/' 
says he, rising from his seat, " this is the most won
derful message I have ever received." He reads: 
" My lord, knowing your great love for the prisoner, 
and my love to him being the same; as also I know 
your righteousness in upholding the laws of this realm; 
my life is without spot, that life I freely give in redemp
tion for the life of the prisoner. Let me be executed: 
let him be spared." The judge sits down. The fore
man rises and says, " I hasten to express the united 
verdict of this jury, that in such a ransom the prisoner 
can not only be acquitted, but my lord the judge is 
perfectly justified, and the integrity of the law main
tained to the utmost." 

I have, then, to believe that God loved me when a 
guilty, lost, condemned sinner. " Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." I have to 
believe that God so loved me, as to take my part, 
though a sinner—that God is for me—that it is God 
who justifies me. / have to believe in the righteousness of 
God in justifying me. 

Oh! let me ask you, reader, has the Holy Ghost 
given you this precious faith in the righteousness of 
God in justifying you ? Have you thus seen God in 
the gospel, meeting you in perfect love, through the 
propitiatory blood of Jesus? Satan and conscience 
may accuse of ten thousand sins. In this, Rom. iii. 
21—26, it is as though God said to you,. " I know you 
are a sinner; for all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God." But, pointing to the blood of 
Jesus, God says, " Now let Satan set forth all your 
sins; I also set forth the propitiatory death of Jesus to 
declare my righteousness in forgiving your sins, I justify 
you freely by my grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. I have found a ransom. My right
eousness is revealed to the utmost in His death. The 
law demanded thy life. And what a life has been given 
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for thee, believer! Not the life of one like thyself, a 
sinner. No ; if Jesus could have been such, He 
would have had to die for himself. No; I have given 
my Son, without spot or stain, equal with myself. I 
tell thee, poor sinner, if thou believest on me, the 
utmost penalty of thy sins was borne by the Holy 
One, the Prince of Life. Peace be to thee through His 
blood. When He was put to death for thy sins, did I 
leave Him in the grave ? No; I raised Him from the 
dead for thy justification. .(Rom. iv. 25.) I justify 
thee. My love to thee is infinite and everlasting. 
Nothing shall ever separate thee from my love. 

You, then, reader, do you in the secret of your 
own heart believe the love and the righteousness of God, 
in thus saving by the death of His Son Jesus Christ?— 
all this "to declare his righteousness: that He might 
be just (or righteous), and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus/' What, then, can possibly hinder 
your going to heaven? God. who has forgiven you 
your sins, and justified you freely, is perfectly righteous 
in doing so, and He is for you. I say, in conclusion, if 
you believe God, you may be quite sure of going to 
heaven. But, "he that believeth not is condemned 
already." Fearful is the doom that awaits every un
believer. If you are, and remain, a rejecter of Christ, 
the day is coming when God will be for ever against 
you. You have rejected Him in the day of mercy, and 
He will reject you in the clay of judgment. 

Believers, " we love Him, because He first loved us." 
Is He not worthy of the surrender of our whole being 
—body, soul, and spirit? May our hearts be filled 
with praise, and our lives be devoted to His happy 
service! 

C.S. 
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WORSHIP; OR, "ONE IN TEN." 
LUKE xvii. 12—19. 

IT must have been a grievous sight—ten men met the 
Lord Jesus; and these men were " leper?, which stood 
afar off." Suffering from that loathsome, incurable 
disease, they might wander from place to place, seek
ing relief, but none could give it; nay, none dare touch 
them or be near them. Such is the awful picture of 
man's condition as a sinner. His very nature itself 
corruption and sin. Afar from God—utterly un
clean and incurable. He may wander from place to 
place, but none can give him relief. No remedy can 
he find for loathsome sin. There was this difference, 
however: the poor lepers knew their condition. And 
when Jesus met them, they cried to Him for help. 
How many thousands of leprous sinners know not their 
condition. Fearful to think, yet such is the case! In 
the sight of a holy God their sin is far more loathsome 
than leprosy is in the sight of man. If my reader has 
not been cleansed by the blood of Jesus, then certainly 
this is his awful condition, though he may not know it. 

But when Jesus meets a sinner, then, like the poor 
lepers, the sinner both knows his condition, at least in 
measure, and knows that He alone can save. 

I fear great numbers who profess to be Christians 
have never really known their condition. How can 
they ? They are either quietly careless about it, or 
they are still going about from place to place, trying 
ordinances, commandment-keeping, or one remedy or 
another, to heal the poor, old, leprous self, which can 
never thus be healed. But when Jesus meets the poor 
sinner, then He comes to a dead stand, like the poor 
woman who had spent all that she had upon physicians, 
and yet was no better. There is now nothing but 
Jesus. The poor lepers cried in the bitterness of their 
hearts to Jesus. I wonder if you have ever thus 
cried ? 

What a strange reply did Jesus give them. " GNi 
show yourselves unto the priests." Now it was noj 
the least use going unto the priest, unless they wer* 

P, w. 8 



2 

healed. The leper was to go unto the priest, in the 
day of his cleansing; and the priest would look to see 
if he ivere healed. (Lev. xiv. 1—3.) And Jesus told 
them to go and show themselves to the priests; and 
yet there was not the least sign in themselves that they 
were healed. They had only the bare word of Jesus 
to rest upon. And did they stay until they felt they 
were healed, or did they look at themselves until they 
saw some amendment? Oh, no! They might have 
stayed for ever, mourning and sighing, and saying, I 
cannot feel I am cleansed; I cannot see any amendment 
in myself. No, they believed the bare word of God 
the Son;—they went. " And it came to pass that, as 
they went, they were cleansed" It is so with the sinner. 
Oh, those wretched doctors that set you looking into 
yourselves for signs of amendment! You have not to 
wait until you feel you are cleansed. The sinner is 
saved by faith, not by feeling. God declares that the 
blood of his Son cleanseth from all sin. And the 
moment the lost, leprous sinner believes the bare WOBD 
OF GOD, that moment he is cleansed. Blessed Jesus! 
He is the only anointed one, to heal the sin-burthened, 
broken hearts. 

One of the ten, " when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and 
fell on his face at his feet, giving him thanks : and he 
was a Samaritan." But why did he not go to the 
priest and fulfil the law? Why was not one bird 
killed over running water, another bird dipped in its 
blood, and let fly upon the open field—shadows of 
death and resurrectibn ? Why did he not need the 
washings for his cleansing, and the blood of the sin-
offering, as commanded in Lev. xiv. ? He came to 
Jesus, the substance, of which those offerings were 
but mere shadows. He goes not back to the shadows, 
but comes to Jesus, the substance, and owns Him God 
—falls at His feet a cleansed worshipper, giving glory 
to God with a loud voice. 

Jesus said, " Were there not ten cleansed? but where 
are the nine ? There are not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger. And he said 
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unto him, Arise, go thy way : thy faith hath made 
thee whole." This poor Sajnaritan stranger had not 
the Jewish religious tendencies of the other nine to 
draw him to the law and its shadows. The religion 
of the nine kept them from taking that happy place at 
the feet of Jesus as cleansed worshippers, giving glory 
to God. And it is so at this very day. Is there even 
one in ten, of those who are cleansed, who are Chris
tians, who heartily give glory to God, and know their 
happy place as purged worshippers ? No, their minds 
are full of dismal doubts, whether it is so or not. Oh, 
this sin of unbelief, how easily it besets! and especially 
how it besets the nine, who have their self-righteous
ness to contend with. I believe we are little aware 
how the pure gospel of God's pure grace has been 
corrupted by Jewish leaven. 

How many washings and offerings were required 
under the law. But one word from Jesus, and the 
leper is cleansed. The many sacrifices of bulls and 
goats could never take away sins—could never bring 
the sinner to God. But " Christ hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust that he might bring us 
TO GOD." Has He failed? Oh no. Every sinner 
that believes on Him is brought—not half way—no ! 
but really into the happy presence of God, a cleansed 
worshipper. Perish the thought that would under
value the death of Christ. It cannot possibly be true 
that the believer is half saved, or half cleansed, or 
brought half way to God, or made half fit to be 
a worshipper. Fellow-believers, "we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once." 
It is done—yes, and still more wondrous, " by one 
offering HE HATH perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified." Yes, I repeat, Jesus died to do all this, 
and He has done it. If God has given my reader 
faith, in his own bare word, like the one in ten, then 
pause and survey what Jesus has done for you. He 
has sanctified you by his death, and brought you, per
fected for ever into the very holiest, to God. That is 
your place, without sin through the blood of Jesus. J 
say you have not to hope to get there; you are there; 
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it is your home. Jesus expects you to open your mouth 
and give glory to God, ^ith a loud voice. His blood 
cleanscth you from all sin. It is written of Him, " who 
being the brightness of God's glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high." Oh, do you know that 'Jesus sits there, the 
living proof that your sins are all purged away ? Was 
it not amazing love for such a one to be made a sin 
offering for you, that you might be brought to God, 
happy with him, a purged worshipper ? Tour sins 
would shut you out or His presence for ever. His 
blood brings you into Jlis presence for ever. 

Now look once more at the leper cleansed. He 
gave Jesus thanks. He did not hope he was cleansed. 
He gave thanks because he was cleansed; and this 
drew out unfeigned worship. Are you a believer, and 
would you dishonour Ohrist with a cold hope that you 
are cleansed ? or will you honour Christ, worship Him, 
and give Him thanks, because you are cleansed by His 
blood? It is every believer's privilege, with holy 
boldness, by the blood of Jesus, to worship in the 
holiest. (Heb. x.) 

Where are the nine ? Are you one of them ? Have 
you believed in Jesus, and are you now going to ordi
nances to be made perfect ? Surely not. Would 
you add anything to the blood of the Lamb ? Oh, 
return to Jesus—fall down—worship Him!—give 
Him thanks !—give the full glory to God with a loud 
voice.'. Do not be ashamed of him. Do not doubt 
Him. Trust in Jesus with your whole heart. Trust 
in His blood. Trust in Him alive from the dead, 
and trust in nothing but Christ. From this moment 
may you walk in the blessed, present, certain assurance 
that you are a cleansed worshipper by the blood of the 
Lamb. C. S. 
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Plata (KBortig.—No. 9. 

THE BURIAL OF THE ETHIOPIAN. 
WHILST there is life, however ill the patient may be, 
there*is hope; and the anxious friends will naturally 
get the best medical aid they can; but when the person 
is dead, then the burial must take place, a town full of 
doctors can do no good then. This is the light in 
which Scripture now views man's spiritual condition. 
Dead in trespasses and sins. 

An Ethiopian, of great worldly authority, was driving 
through the desert; he had been to worship in the city 
of God. If anything could have been done, in any city, 
to improve his spiritual condition, that was the place. 
It was full of moral doctors, but he was returning as 
he went. As yet he knew not his dead condition. 
Reading the Word of God, where the prophet Isaiah 
describes the adorable Substitute, he read these words, 
" He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a 
lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened He not his 
mouth. In his humiliation, his judgment was taken 
away; and who shall declare his generation; for his 
life is taken from the earth." At this moment the 
Spirit of God sent his servant Philip, to give joy to 
his anxious and troubled soul. 

Philip opened his mouth, and from the liii. of Isaiah, 
preached unto him, Jesus. Now, men of God in those 
days, were wont to show plainly, that if Christ died for 
all, then all were dead. The Ethiopian might well be 
no better for going to Jerusalem, how could he ? What% 

could the doctors do for a dead man ? or what even 
could the law do for a dead man ? Just as much as 
physic, or doctors, can do for a corpse. The death of 
Christ had shown that man's case was beyond the reach 
of anything, but boundless grace. And what had God 
done in boundless grace for dead, lost man? He had 
given his Son to die for him,—to take his place in 
death,—that He might .be the first-born from the dead. 
That He might rise from the dead, and be the beginning 
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of a new creation; in which dfeath, and sin, should be 
no more. 

Yes, men of God in those clays did not preach the 
death of Christ for the improvement of man, but as the. 
death of man before God; and the resurrection of 
Christ as the life, and the only life of every believer in 
Christ. Now it always followed in those days; the 
moment a person believed, he was dead, and that Christ 
had died for him; he had his burial there and then. 
Indeed, the Lord Jesus expressly taught his disciples 
to bury every body that believed. On the day of Pen
tecost, 3,000 believed, and immediately there were 
3,000 buried that very day. 

It was just so with this Ethiopian: the moment ho 
Relieved, he pulled up at once, and said, " See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be buried, or bap
tized?" How simple this is. He had learnt he was 
a, dead sinner, and what should hinder his burial? 
The way it was done was this, " They went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 
baptized him." That is, he buried him in water, as a 
dead sinner, a figure of the death and burial of Christ 
the adorable Substitute. And then he was raised out 
of the water, and went on his way rejoicing. He did 
not surely go down into the water to wash the black 
man white; no, it was to bury him. The Water of 
baptism surely is not tie infusion of some virtue or 
grace into the dead sinner. And don't for a moment 
suppose it can wash him from his sins and blackness; 
no, it is simply the figure or expression of the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ; and shows most 
strikingly how God looks upon every believer as dead, 
buried, and risen mm Christ. This is fully shown in 
Rom. vi., "Know ye not that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his 
death ? Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism 
into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead, by the glory of the Father, even we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection," &c. 
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Is it not a great blessing that this all-important 
foundation-truth, of death and resurrection, should be 
set forth so plainly by baptism? No wonder that 
Satan should use every effort to pervert the use of this 
striking figure. Just mark what peace it gives to the 
soul when once understood. Suppose a person strug
gling with anxious perplexity, deceived with the notion 
that to be a Christian, means to have the old nature 
made better; oh, what years of wearisome disappoint
ment! What doubts and darkness, ending in self-
righteousness, infidelity, or despair. What a deliver
ance for such a one to see the truth as it is in Christ; 
and to submit gladly at once to the burial of the old 
man. That is, to the fact that he has been fully 
judged, condemned, and put to death in the person of 
Jesus on the cross. Oh, wonder of all wonders, " dead 
with Christ;" " buried with Him;" " risen with Him." 

Oh, my reader, do you believe this in your heart* 
Is Jesus thus revealed to your soul, as thus bearing 
your sin and curse on the tree f 

Who then shall now condemn you? you believe that 
your sins have once been laid to the charge of Christ, 
and borne to the uttermost in the bitterness of death. 
Nay, more, that precious body, which could only die 
for others' sins, has been laid iii the grave, buried. 

Yea, God has raised Him from the dead, and 
received Him to glory. The glory of God shining in 
the face of this exalted Jesus, shows plainly that your 
condemnation, once laid on Him is gone, gone for ever. 
Precious Jesus; divine, holy Substitute; the wrath of 
God will never more be laid oil Thee; Thou canst not 
be condemned again. And yet thou wouldst have to 
be, before the least of thy chosen, believing oties could 
be. Thou art their Surety. What a place hast Thou 
taken; oh, my precious once bleeding Substitute, now 
living Surety, all glory and praise be unto Thee! 
Believing this, we gladly give our whole old selves, to 
be buried in water—the likeness of his death. What 
a deliverance, no more vain struggling to wash the 
black man. I now look at my old self, as a black 
dead mass of moral putrefaction, utterly incapable of 
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improvement or amendment, only fit to be buried, 
And thus ends the standing of man in the flesh before 
God. Yes, as one may say, here ends old self as a 
child of Adam. The first man sinned, and by sin came 
death, and death is passed upon all men, for all have 
sinned. The Lord from heaven descends—takes a 
human form, and receives the sentence of death,—and 
bears the curse due to sins in his own body on the 
tree. This, as to man's standing before God, is the 
end and crucifixion of the whole world before God. 
The believer is passed from this old world of sin, dark
ness, and death, to the new creation of righteousness, 
light, and everlasting life. The death of Christ is the 
end of the old, and his resurrection the beginning of 
the new world, of which we speak. 

Thus, in the burial of baptism, the believer is buried, 
expressive of the death and burial of Christ, the judg
ment and end of his old self; and he is raised out of 
the water, a figure of his blessed resurrection, in Jesus, 
the beginning of the new creation. Oh, my reader, 
has all things thus passed away with you? Have all 
things, and all things of God, thus become new with 
you ? You need not be left in any—no, not the least 
uncertainty as to this. The precious words of Jesus 
left on record are these, " Yerily, verily, I say unto 
you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on Him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life," (John v. 24.) As certain as these are the words 
of Jesus; then if you do hear them, if you do believe 
on God that sent Him, then is it not quite as certain 
that even you have everlasting life,—shall not come 
into condemnation, but are passed from death unto 
life? God be with you now, and give you power to 
walk as one alive from the dead. 

C. S. 
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Plain mantis.—No. 10. 

"THE RISEN CHRIST." 
1 WAS speaking in Woolwich the other day, and in try* 
ing to set forth the risen Christ, the following illustra
tion came to my mind:—Suppose God had made known, 
that nothing could possibly save England from invasion, 
and conquest, but the resurrection from the dead of 
her greatest general, the Duke of Wellington. The 
enemy is on our shores; the moment of peril has ar
rived. The good news flashes along the wires ; what 
is it ? Wellington has risen! England is saved. Yes, 
the good news would not be merely the history of his 
past life, great as was his victories; but the fact of God 
having fulfilled his promise in raising him from the dead. 
" Wellington's risen," would be the joyful sound. What 
his resurrection would be to England, the resurrection 
of our blessed Jesus, the Captain of our salvation, is, 
to every one who believes the good news of God. r 

The apostle Paul had seen the risen Christ in heavenly 
vision, above the brightness of the sun. This heavenly 
vision had to do with every thought, and step, of his 
after life. In that risen Christ a new creation was 
opened up to him. Every thought in his heart was 
changed. He had been struggling hard to establish 
his o\vn righteousness and blameless life. All this he 
now tramples under foot, as dung and dross. Old 
things passed away; all things became new. The risen 
Christ is everything to him. " If Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain/' 
and u ye are yet in your sins." Some, in this day, can 
preach what they call Gospel, without the risen Christ 
at all They will point to the life of Jesus on earth in 
the flesh ; and tell men the way to heaven is to imitate 
the example of Christ, as He lived on earth. Such a 
Gospel was not worth a straw to the apostle. He says, 
" If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins." And again he says:—" Wherefore, 
henceforth know we no man after the flesh ; yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence
forth, know we him no more." 
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In all the preaching of the apostles, the promises of 
God are shown to be fulfilled in this one thing ;—the 
raising of Jesus from the dead. They had been slow 
to understand the Scriptures, that Jesus must sutler and 
rise from the dead. The Jews expected the Messiah 
to improve their condition as a nation. They knew no 
need of death, and resurrection. They did not under
stand the solemnities of Calvary; when Jesus died the 
appointed, sin-bearing, sacrifice, the holy One, the 
righteous One, was laid among the dead. But they 
knew not the everlasting destinies that were sealed in 
that sepulchre. 

Let us stand by the tomb of Jesus, in solemn medi
tation. What a mystery of love. What a place for 
the Son of God to take. The atoning Lamb, slain for 
us, dead and buried. All this fore-ordained of God. 
His purpose was not the improvement of the old 
creation, but the beginning of a new creation. Jesus 
must be the first to rise from the dead. The great 
stone was rolled away from the door of the sepulchre. 
Jesus arose from the dead. The linen cloths that bound 
his body are calmly laid aside. The napkin that was 
about his head was folded, and laid in a place by itself. 
God has triumphed gloriously; Jesus has passed 
through death, and now He is " THE BEGINNING, THE 
FIEST-BORN FEOIVI THE DEAD." (Col. i. 18.) " All this is 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes." 
The rejected stone becomes the beginning of a new 
creation. Oh, behold this living stone, the risen Christ. 
Adam was the beginning of the old world, and he began 
it in sin and death. But what a creation must that be, 
which has the risen Christ for its beginning and founda
tion. Oh, blessed first-born from the dead, all thy 
brethren are one with Thee in resurrection. We do 
not yet see this new creation, but we see Jesus, crowned 
with glory; and we know that what He is before God, 
that God sees us to be, " for as He is, so are we in 
this world." (1 John iv. 17.) Surely what a translation 
it is, when a sinner is brought TO GOD, From darkness 
to light. From death to life. From sin to holiness 
divine, 
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Through this risen Christ, i( Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by him 
all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses." (Acts 
xiii. 38.) 

These are the words of God, who cannot lie. So 
that he who believes God, is as certainly forgiven all 
sins, as that Jesus has died and is risen. My fellow-
believer, how plain this is. If Jesus is risen, then you 
are forgiven. And not only forgiven, but justified 
through Him, from all things. This is what gladdens 
my heart;—dead with Christ, risen with Christ, justi
fied with Christ. When He arose from the dead He 
was justified of God from all things; my every sin 
was laid to his charge, and from my every sin, He was 
justified when He arose from the dead. He is the first 
risen man, behold Him! Is He not sinlessly perfect, 
absolutely righteous, glorious in holiness. Brightness 
of the Father's glory, there can be no spot on Thee! 
Fellow believer, this risen Christ is thy righteousness. 
Thou cirt certainly justified from all things, through 
and in Him. If thou thus lookest at this risen Christ, 
and believest this one blessed fact, that thou art risen 
with him, then mayest thou be well assured that there 
can be no condemnation to thee in Christ. Who can 
condemn the holy, risen Jesus ? then who can condemn 
those who are risen with Him? Think what it is to 
be one with Him, in resurrection, life, standing, and 
spotless, cloudless righteousness. Boundless grace to 
take our place, and be made sin" for us in the old 
creation; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him, the beginning of the new creation. 

The justification of the believer is thus the risen 
state of Christ. Not the justification of himself—his 
old, sinful self. No, all that he was and is, has been, 
not justified, but condemned, and put to death, and 
buried in Christ. So that God is now perfectly 
righteous in giving the believer this justified state in 
the risen Jesus, who first bore our sins in his own body 
on the tree. How complete, then, the justification of 

p. w. 10 



4 

the believer in the risen Christ. We shall be amazed 
when all this is manifested in glory, that we did not 
more fully believe it, and declare it to the whole world. 

Now, if the risen Christ is thus the believer's justi
fied state, mark, it never alters,—never varies. It 
must be what He is, unchanging, perfect, and ever
lasting. You must see plainly the risen Christ is ever 
spotlessly perfect before God; yea, more, He is inca
pable of failure; therefore the believer's justification in 
Him—yea, his perfection in Him, must be everlasting. 
It cannot, it need not be repeated. Yea, even further, 
so real is the oneness of the believer with the risen 
Christ, so really is he risen with Christ, that the new 
nature is incapable of failure. He that is born of God 
cannot sin. His standing before God is in resurrection, 
in that new creation of which the risen Christ is the 
beginning, and into which not a breath of pollution 
can ever come. In one word, the standing and justifi
cation of the believer is identical with the standing and 
justification of the risen Christ, and, therefore, perfect. 
and everlasting. The first words of the risen Jesus were, 
" Peace be unto you," and what a peace this gives the 
poor heart,—Oh, my reader, is it yours? The peace 
of the risen Christ. Perhaps you say,—But my walk 
and my works are not perfect as you describe. That 
is quite true; and if your standing and justification 
were according to your works, it would be as imperfect 
as them. No, the believer is not justified by works, but 
justified freely through divine grace, and called to 
walk according to his justification. And as many as 
walk according to the rule of the new creation, as 
risen with Christ, peace be on them. Whilst our 
standing before God is perfect in the risen Christ, the 
enjoyment of God's peace reigning in our hearts, depends 
much on our walking in the spirit, as dead and risen 
with Christ. 

C. S._ 
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lPiatn mum—Ho. 11. 
"THE LIVE BIRD LET LOOSE," 

LEY. xiv. 7. 

How very good God has been in giving us suck plain 
pictures in his Word; setting forth man's moral con
dition, and his own great deliverance, through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. And certainly there 
are few more striking than the picture or type of the 
two birds. To a person deeply anxious to know, with 
certainty, that lie is cleansed from sin, this picture is 
most valuable, I have seen such, brought by the 
blessed truth set forth in this type, into the most 

' abiding confidence of faith. And God gives me this 
confidence, that many more will be brought, by this 
little paper, into his own perfect peace. 

Let us now look at the picture. This was the law 
appointed of God, in Israel:—" The leper in whom 
the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and 'his head 
bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, 
and shall cry ' unclean, unclean,' all the days wherein 
the plague shall be in him, he shall be defiled; he is 
unclean: he shall dwell alone, without the camp shall 
his habitation be." 

WMt a terrible picture of sin, leprosy is—what a 
living death of wretchedness and desolation. The dis
ease itself most loathsome. The person covered with 
sores so as to be unfit for human eye. Wandering 
alone, or with others in like wretchedness. Those most 
dear to him not allowed to come near. His food left 
him by a brook, or under a tree; or living as best he 
could from the wild fruits of the desert. At times 
there must have been heart-aching longings for home. 
One thing was very remarkable, if the leprosy had 
covered him ail over, from head to foot, all turned 
white ; then he was clean. 

The priest is appointed of God to express God's 
mind, or judgment, in the case. The manner of his 
cleansing was this,—" Then shall the priest command 
to take for him that is to be cleansed, two birds (the 
margin reads sparrows) alive and clean, and cedar 
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wood and scarlet, and feyssop. And the priest shall 
command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen 
vessel over running water: as for the living bird, he 
shall take it and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and 
the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in 
the bloQd of the bird that was killed over running 
water. And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be 
cleansed from the leprosy, seven times, and shall pro
nounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose 
into the open fields." (Lev. xiv. 4, 7.) 

Then the priest comes down to this poor, anxious 
leper, by the brook in the valley. Solemn moment for 
the poor leper; will he be rejected and left in hjs 
wretchedness; or cleansed and restored to his longed-
for home ? He watches every movement of the priest; 
one bird is killed: its blood falls into the earthen 
vessel. How expressive of the death of Christ. And 
now the priest takes the other bird in his hand; watch 
him. He dips it in the blood of the dead bird; you 
see the blood on its feathers. He sprinkles the blood 
Oil the poor leper seven times, the perfect number. 
He is about to speak the sentence of God on the poor, 
anxious leper; the leper listens with breathless silence. 
He fixes his eyes on that live bird, held captive in the 
priest's hand—thoughts of happy home rush into his 
mind—his liberty is bound up in that little captive bird. 
If it is let go, then the leper is free. The priest pro
nounces hipa clean—the bird is let go loose into the 
open field—tears of joy gush down the cheeks of the 
cleansed leper—his streaming eyes gaze on the flight 
of the blood-stained bird, a living witness of his 
cleansing and liberty. 

Ask him how he knows he is cleansed, and his reply 
would be,—the priest of God pronounces me clean. 
The bird is free, and flown away, that is how I know. 
Yes, as certain as the living bird is flown away, so 
certain is it that he is cleansed. For this is the way 
God has made known his mind to the poor leper. The 
bird could not be set.free, until he was pronounced 
cleansed. Then followpd the washing of his person 
in water. Nothing cpuld be more plain, or more 
precious, tnan the truth thus set forth. The one bird 
shewing tfre death, and the other the resurrection of 
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our blessed Lord. * This is God's only way of cleaning 
the wretched sinner from his sins. And, blessed be 
God, your case cannot be too bad for God's cleansing. 
If you are a sinner all over; if like the leprosy, having 

• spent itself turns white; if you have spent all in sin; 
if character, health, friends, home—if all is gone. If 
weary of life; however wretched and desolate, God 
meets you in the death of his own beloved Son, with 
the certainty of the fqrgivencss of all sins, through 
his blood, to every one that believes. ^ 

Vl think I hear my reader saying, Yes, yes, I%have 
read that the blood of Christ cleapseth from all sin, 
but how am I to Jcnow that it cleanseth me ? You say, 
" my poor, trembling, anxious heart wants to know 
that! can you tell me?" Oh, yes, blessed be God, his 
Word leaves no uncertainty. How did the leper know 
he was cleansed? He believed God's priest, and the 
token he gave him in the living bird. And has not 
the precious blood of Jesus been shed; has it not 
been spilt on this earth, as the blood of the bird that 
was killed ? One bird could not be killed, and then let 
fly, so thpre had to be two, to shew the death and 
resurrection of our precious Substitute. Watch that 
bleeding Surety die for sip, and then laid captive for 
you (trembling believer) in death. Now, as the blood 
of the bird was sprinkled seyen times on the leper, 
before the living bird could be set free, has not God 
as surely pronounced his judgment, as to the perfect, 
aij,d' everlasting efljpiency, of the blood of Jesus for 
every one that believes him? The bird was let loose 
because the leper was cleansed—Christ is risen—the 
belieyer is purged. You don't suppose that the priest, 
if he had the mere feelings of man, would pronounce 
thp words so as that the leper could not tell whether 
he was cleansed or not—nothing could be more cruel 
th îf such uncertainty. There was the priest's word, 
and the bird was flown loose away. This gave him 
the utmost certainty and joy. And can we then sup
pose that God has spoken in -his word so indistinctly^ 
as to leave the anxious believer in cruel uncertainty ? 
Oh, no; God could not have spoken more plainly. H e 
says, having raised the captive surety from the dead, 
** fee ft known nnto you, therefore, men and brethren 
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lhat through this man is preached unto you the for
giveness of sins, and by him all that believe are justi
fied from all things." Do you believe Jesus died on 
the cross, bearing your sins in His own body on the 
tree, there taking our place as Substitute for our sins ? 
Just as the bird could not be let go unless the leper 
was pronounced clean; so Christ our Surety could not 
be let go from the prison of death, if His blood had not 
purged our sins. But God by the very raising of our 
Substitute from the grave, pronounces every believer 
justified from all things. I repeat again, the leper knew 
HE WAS CLEANSED; the priest said so; the bird was 
free in the open field. I know I am forgiven, and 
justified from all things, God says so, and my captive 
Surety, the blessed Jesus, is risen, and free in the 
highest heavens. God could not give me a greater 
proof of the certainty of my justification, than He has 
in raising Jesus from the dead, for my justification. 

Then, do you believe the precious blood of Jesus 
has been shed? And do you believe that God hath 
raised Him from the dead ? Then God pronounces the 
forgiveness of all your sins through Jesus. Nay, more, 
He pronounces you and every believer justified from all 
things. God pronounces every believer justified. This 
gives you the clearest certainty. 

Now, as the leper being cleansed by the sprinkled 
blood, then washed his person in water; so, my feliow-
beliuver, being justified, let me beg of you to seek the 
constant washing of the Word. Your standing is 
certain, justified from all things in the jisen Christ. 
But your walk needs the constant washing of His 
precious, priestly service. 

As the blood upon the ear, the thumb, and the toe 
of the cleansed leper, and the oil upon the blood, so 
may we who are bought with His precious blood be 
filled, led, and kept by the Holy Ghost. Yea, may 
body, soul, and spirit, be henceforth sanctified wholly 
unto Him. Amen. C. S. 
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Plain cawtHfi.—No. 12. 
THE GREAT SUPPER, OR A 

PROMISE OF ONE. 
Read Luke xiv. 16—24. 

How utterly contemptible are all human thoughts of 
God, when compared with the revelations of Himself 
in his blessed Word. Here is a short parable, spoken 
by our Lord, which scatters to the winds our dark, 
uncertain thoughts of God. God's great salvation is 
likened to a great supper which a certain man made. 

I was speaking about this parable lately to a man 
who had been butler in a family for many years. I said 
to him, ""Just tell me what you do, when dinner or 
supper is on the table." " Oh," said he, " I merely 
open the drawing-room doors, and say, ' Dinner is on 
the table/ which means all is ready. The guests then 
take their seats.% " Well, now," said I, " suppose when 
you took off the covers, that there was a bit of paper 
on every dish with this sentence on it, ' A promise of a 
supper/ what would you say ?" " Say, why, sir," he 
said, " I should not know where to put my face; I 
never heard of such a thing.'' I said, "No, I suppose 
not; no man would ever think of serving his fellow men, 
as unbelief would represent God. Now, this is the 
simple question; is the Gospel-feast a present, certain 
reality, or is it the mere promise of salvation, leaving 
the anxious sinner in disappointment and uncertainty ? 
Is it a real supper, or the hope of one? Is it the 
certainty of salvation, or the hope to be saved? 

Let us now look at the parabk. How plain the 
words, ", A certain man made a great supper, and bade 
many." The supper was made before the invitation 
was sent. "And sent his servant at supper .time, to 
say to them that were bidden, COIVIE, FOR ALL THINGS 
ARE NOW READY." In Matthew xxii. it is very em
phatic, " I HAVE PREPARED MY DINNER ; my oxen and 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready." It is 
quite true, before Christ came, faith had then to do 
With the promise. But now Christ has come. He has 
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died; he is risen; he is iu glory. All is finished. All 
things are ready. The promise is fulfilled. It is no 
longer the promise of salvation, but salvation itself. 
" But, they made light of it." " And they all with 
one consent began to make excuse." How truly this 
was fulfilled, $nd is still, in the rejection of Christ by 
the Jews, who were the fathers, and unto whom the 
promises had been made. And though the Gospel-feast 
has been spread before all nations, man, if left to the 
freedom of hjs own choice, invariably makes light of it. 
The ground, the oxen, the wife, yea, the slavery of 
Satan is chosen by the human heart, before God's 
great Gospel-feast, But divine, boundless grace goes 
still further, u Go out quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and BRING IN hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, and the blind." And again, 
" Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be filled." Truly,. 
every believer can say,— 

41 Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter whilst there's room; 
Whilst thousands make the wretched choice, 
An4 rather starve than opine.". 

It is now supper time; the table is filling fast. 
Do you say, U I am such a poor, wretched sinner, the 
Gospel-feast cannot be for me, until I am better?" 
i£H>r, do you say ? Why, you are of the very sort 
jfho are to be brought in quickly; and why that 
word quickly, but to show you must J)e brought to 
Jesus at once, just as you are ? f" Ah," but says another, 
" Sin has so blighted, and ruined, and maimed me, I 
am not fit for the Gospel-feast." Maimed? why it is 
the maimed one that is to be brought to Him. u Ah," 
says another, " but I have been a professor, and have 
halted so shamefully and so often." Halted? why 
you arc the very person; for the halt were to be 
brought. "But I am no scholar, I don't understand 
anything; all seems dark to me." DARK ! why, it was 
the very BLIND that were to be brought; and what a 
welcome, .Wfyat a real supper. Now, when a man is 
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brought, and sat eating at the supper-table, is it pre
sumption for him to know with certainty, that he has 
his supper? You would take the man to be mad, if 
he said he hoped he had a supper; or he hoped he 
should get one. And is not God's salvation as great a 
reality as any man's supper ? How can it be presump
tion, then, to believe God, and know with certainty, 
that since He has given me faith in Christ, and brought 
me to believe in Him, that I am saved, forgiven, and 
justified from all things ? 

God is perfectly righteous in leaving those who make 
light of it to perish. He says, " they that were bidden 
shall not t aste of my supper." And his sovereign grace 
is displayed, in the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the 
blind, whom he compels to come in. All are welcome, 
but all are not saved. He that hears his words, and 
believes in God, who sent Him, hath everlasting life. 
And he that rejects his words shall perish. 

There is one point we must notice in Matthew, 
" And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 
there a man which had not on a wedding garment." 
He was spepchless ; cast out into outer darkness, where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. This is most 
solemn.® The vilest sjnjier is welcome at the supper 
table. But let no man presume to come there in his 
own clothes; or, as the figure evidently means, in his 
own righteousness—the clothing of the saved sinner, 
must be of the brightest white. But his very best suit 
is filthy rags. These filthy garments must be taken 
away; and he must have a change of raiment. 

Come with me to the grave of Jesus. Whilst he lay 
there, where was righteousness^. Look abroad on the 
face of the whole earth; and I repeat, where was right
eousness to be found? NOWHERE; all had sinned. 
The whole world stood guilty before God. All was 
darkness, sin, and death. The only righteous One, lay 
dead in the grave. But look, the stone is rolled away; 
the Prjjice qf Life arises from among the dead. Ah, 
there, and there alone, is righteousness,—perfect,bright, 
unsullied righteousness. Believer, that risen Christ, is thy 
change of raiment, God's best robe for thee and me. What 
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a change of raiment, my old rags, my old self, put off 
;n thy death, Lord Jesus; and thou, risen Christ, my 
everlasting righteousness, to shine for ever in the bright
ness of the glory of God. Thus poor, maimed, halt, 
blind one, has God not only met thee in unbounded 
grace, but has provided thee a robe of righteousness, 
"that fits thee for His holy presence. Yes, the father not 
only fell upon the neck of the prodigal, and kissed him, 
just as he was, but the best robe was-ready, and the 
ring, and the shoes were ready—all things were ready 
for the feast of joy. The prodigal could not have been 
happy in the father's house clothed in rags. The 
redeemed saint could not be happy in the presence of 
God, in the filthy rags of self-righteousness. But God 
has given him the best robe—better than Adam wore 
in innocence; better than highest angels wear, for 
both have failed, and the robe has been polluted—the 
Son of the Morning sinned, and Adam, the lord of the 
lower creation, fell. But the risen Christ can never 
fail; no spot can ever soil the best robe. God hath 
made Him to be our righteousness—" But of Him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 
(1 Cor. i. 30.) As truly as He was made sin for us, 
that is for all believers, so certainly are we made the 
righteousness of God IN HIM. 

What a wondrous feast of grace, where all things 
are of God. When a person is invited to supper, he 
is not even expected to bring his own knives and forks, 
much less is he expected to pay for it. It is so at the 
Gospel-feast—the sinner has nothing to give; all to 
receive. My reader are you at the feast ? If you 
believe God, then it is as certain that you are saved, 
as the man who believes his friend and sits down to his 
supper, knows that he has his supper. 

God give my reader this blessed certainty—and 
grace to walk with garments undefiled. C. S. 
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Plata &B0VDS.—No. 13. 

HOW DID THE JEW KNOW HIS 
SIN WAS FORGIVEN ? 

(C Or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: 
he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a male without 
blemish: and he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, 
and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt-offering before 
the Lord: it is a sin-offering. And the priest shall take 
of the blood of the sin-offering, with his finger, and put it on 
the horns of the altar of the burnt-offering, and shall pour out his 
blood at the bottom of the altar of burnt-offering. And he 
shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the offering of 
peace-offerings : and the priest shall make an atonement for him 
as concerning his sin, AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM." Lev. 
iv. 23—30. 

SUPPOSE you had met the Jew, returning from the 
priest; and you had asked him, how he knew that his 
sin was forgiven him ? what would he have said ? 
Would he not have said; " I know my sin is forgivenf 
because God says so. My sin came to myknowledge* 
and I could get no rest to my spirit until the blood 
of my sin-offering flowed. This hand has been laid on 
the head of the goat. It thus became my substitute. 
It was killed—I saw it bleed and die—Its blood 
touched the horns of the altar—It was poured out at 
the bottom of the altar—The atonement was made for 
my sin—and God said, ' And it shall be forgiven him/ 
Thus, by these words of God, I know, with the utmost 
certainty, my sin is forgiven." 

Now this was a shadow of good things to come ; a 
Type of the great atoning sacrifice of Jesus, the 
sinner's substitute; who died, the just for the unjust,, 
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to bring us to God. Ah m£ reader, you are still 
going on in sin, blinded by Satan ? Your sin may 
seem a very light matter—oh, you think, G od is not so 
particular* " Poo, poo," you say, "God will never 
cast me into the lake of fire ; I am not so bad." But 
ah, when the Spirit of God convinceth of sin—when 
man's sin cometh to his knowledge—thep. there is no 
rest, day nor night. The most fearful, the blackest 
sins, have been committed, in ignorance of their full, 
fearful character—the very murder of Jesus* Peter 
says, " I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did 
also your rulers." (Acts iii. 17.) And Paul, speaking 
of himself, says, " Who was before a blasphemer, and 
a persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy 
because 1 did it ignorantly in unbelief."—1 Tim. i. 13. 
When Saul's sin came to his knowledge, he was three 
days, and nights, and ate nothing. Oh my reader, has 
your sin ever come to your knowledge, in the presence 
of God ? Do you feel something of its fearful vile-
ness ? Have you not loved the world, that murdered 
Jesus? Tea, have you not long rejected him? May 
God bring you into the light of his presence now, 
while there is mercy. For most certainly, your sin 
shall come to your knowledge, either now, before the 
mercy seat; or hereafter, before the judgment seat. 
Ah, there will be no sin-offering then; no mercy 
then; no forgiveness then; but the awful weight of 
sin, in that place where the fire shall not be quenched. 
It will be a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. Be npt deceiyed. But perhaps my 
reader says, " This is no comfort to me. The weight 
of my sips is more thaji I cap bear; they crush me 
down, down, down. I can get no relief. I know that 
without shedding of blood there is no remission. I 
don't doubt the blood of Jesus has been shed; but 
how am I to get to know, that my sins are forgiven ? 
That is the question of all questions to me." 

Remember the Jew; how did he know that his sins were forgiven? Laying the hand on the victim, * shewed identification—or substitution. Ineachoffer-r. w. 13 
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ing, where blood was shed for atonement this took 
place. In the burnt-offering it was so. "And he 
shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt-offering ; 
and it shall be accepted for him, to make an atonement 
for him."—Lev. i. 4. And so with the peace-offering. 
—Lev. iiL 2. And so with the sin-offering, in this 
chapter before us.—Lev. iv. 

Now though man could not reach his hand to 
heaven, and put it on the head of the Son of God, 
(Oh, who could even have thought of such a substi
tute ?) Jesus could, nay Jesus has come down from 
heaven, and freely offered himself, the sinner's sub
stitute. He has put forth his hand, and identified 
himself with, and for, the vilest of the lost. Yes. 
look at him going up to Jerusalem. See him give his 
hand to be nailed to the tree—His body to be broken 
on the cross. Yea, he was made an offering for sin. 
Oh hear his dying cry, " My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me!" His precious blood has been 
poured out. Full, infinite atonement has been made. 
God hath accepted him for the justification of every 
sinner, who shall believe God, who raised up Jesus 
from the dead. All this is done. It is finished. 

Now I ask, with all reverence, Is not the blood of 
Jesus of as great value as the blood of a goat ? And 
is not what God says, about the blood of Jesus, as 
true as what he said about the blood of the goat? 
Many learned teachers (blind leaders of the blind) 
deny this. For whilst the blood of a goat gave the 
certain knowledge of sin forgiven, to the Jew, they 
say that the blood of Jesus does not give this certainty. 
Is this your estimate of the sacrifice of Jesus ? Yea, 
it is exactly the thought of every unbelieving heart. 
Is it not this that keeps you, my harassed, anxious, 
reader, in such bitter bondage ? Oh how fearful, to 
lower the sacrifice of Christ below the blood of a goat. 
Why, there was no value, in itself, in the death of 
bulls, and goats. These only pointed forwards to 
the one sacrifice, of infinite and everlasting value; 
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through the value oE which, and on the certainty that 
it would be offered, God pardoned the sins of every 

#believer, from Adam to the Cross.—Rom. iii. 25. 

God proclaims forgiveness through that blessed 
Jesus. " T o him give all the prophets witness, that 
THROUGH HIS NAME, WHOSOEVER believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins,"—Acts x. 43. And 
again, " Be it known that through this man is preached 
the forgiveness of sins; and by him all that believe 
are justified from all things."—Acts xiii. 38. 

Now, if the Jew knew that his sin was forgiven, 
because God said so; then if you do believe God, 
About the blessed Jesus, do you not see that you must 
be forgiven, for God says so. He says, " whosoever," 
and "all who believe are justified." Can you not, 
from your heart, now say " I have believed; I do 
believe; that Jesus died for me." Then praise the 
Lord, and tell everybody you are forgiven. God says 
so. " The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
from all sin." 

" Blest Lamb of God, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till every ransom'd saint of God 
Bo saved to sin no more." 

o.s. 
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plain mom.—No. 14 

NAAMAN, THE LEPER, DIPPED 
SEVEN TIMES IN JORDAN. 

This man was " captain of the host of the King of Syria; was 
a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the 
Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty 
man in valour; but he was a Leper."—2 Kings, v. 1. 

WHAT does earthly greatness afford after all? A 
man be ever so popular; he may prosper in business 
to his utmost cravings; or he may climb the highest 
pinnacle of political honour or military greatness. 
Naaman was all this ; but he was a leper. And man, 
no matter what his position in this world, he is a 
sinner. Ah, this spoils all, makes every cup of this 
world bitter. 

Leprosy was incurable. Still it spread, until the 
whole person was filthy—bloated, pimpled, and scab
bed—wretched picture of man's ruined, utterly ruined, 
lost condition through sin. And, what is still worse, 
like the leper he finds every effort in vain to cure 
himself. The fearful poison spreads. Oh, how loath- ' 
some is sin! My reader may have long hoped to get 
better, but have you not rather got worse? Not a 
physician in Syria could cure the leper. Not a remedy 
on earth is found for sin. Search all nations, man has 
found no cure for sin. The whole world is one great 
leper-house. God hath chosen the weak things of 
this world. A little captive maid is God's messenger 
to this mighty Syrian. She says, " Would God my 
Lord was with the prophet that is in Samaria, for he 
would cure him of his leprosy." And I can say to my 
reader, " Would God thou wert at the feet of Jesus, 
He would cleanse thee from thy sins." ^ 
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The King of Israel had no such faith as this little 
maid; he only thought the Syrians sought a quarrel. 
He, thinking of himself, said, " Am I God to kill and 
to make alive ?" 

" And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had 
heard," he sent for the leper to come to him. " So 
Naaman cainc." So like man was his way of coming! 
Such gifts, such horses and chariots! And he stood 
at the door. But Elisha received none of his gifts. 
The salvation of God is not to be sold. And Elisha 
sent a messenger unto him, saying, " Go wash in Jor
dan seven times and thy flesh shall come to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean." He does not even come oiit to 
him; he sends a messenger. It must be by faith, not 
by sight, or by sign. God gives his bare word. He 
that believeth is saved. 

Now Jordan was the type or figure of death. T/ * 
ark had stood there, whilst all Israel passed over dr *f 
shod into the land of Canaan. Most striking illus
tration of Jesus taking our place in the river of death. 
There was no cure for this great leper, but to be seven 
times dipped in the river of death, There is no means 
in the universe by which a sinner can be cleansed, but 
by the death of Jesus. His blood alone cleanseth 
from all sin. 

This made the leper uncommonly, or rather com
monly atigry; for it is the anger of the human heart 
against God's mode of cleansing from sin. Surely, 
the leper thought, thete would have been some great 
thing done to him. And so with the sinner; surely, 
he thinks, God must do some great tiling to me or in 
me, by which I shall be saved. Burial in Jordan ; 
why this is contemptible ! 

Besides, are not the rivers of my own country, 
" Abana and Pharpar, better than all the waters of 
Israel ? may I not wash in them and be clean V9 And 
he went aWay in a rage. So now, one poor leprous 
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sinnc r will say, Arc not the doctrines of my own 
church better than this salvation through the death 
of Christ alone? My church tells me to fast; to 
keep the vows of my order; in fact, to keep all the 
orders of my church. Is it not far better to wash in 
these rivers of my own religion, than to simply believe 
God about the death of Christ? Well, try hard; 
wash, wash, wash: but find me one, out of all the 
millions who wash in man's own religious rivers, that 
is clean from sin. Find me one who knows even his 
sins forgiven by all his fastihg, praying, and order-
keeping. No, there is not one who hashes in the old 
man's rivers who either does, or even can, know, with 
certainty, that he is saved. Naaman's servants say, 
"My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wduldst thou not have done it? How 
much rather then when he saith to thee, Wash, and 
be clean ?" All nations bear witness what man will 
C!Q (if doing would do it) to get clean from sin. 

" Then icent he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man 
of God: and his flesh came again as the fiesh of a 
little child, AND HE WAS CLEAN." 

How beautifully, to be sure, this does set forth 
death and resurrection, the two great lessons of God. 
The death of Christ the end of sin; the resurrection 
of Christ the beginning of an entire new existence* 
The old leper goes down into death; burial with 
Christ. The new man comes out in all the freshness 
of the new-born child. Oh how spotlessly clean is that 
new creation. "And he was clean.'9 This is God's 
only way of cleansing. " In the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unreprovable 
in his sight." (Col. i. 22.) Jesus went down into 
death. Every believer is dead with him, buried with 
him, risen with him, perfect in him; without spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing. (Rom. vi., Eph. v.) Oh, 
to know the power of resurrection; being made con
formable to his death. To leave poor old leprous self 
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fn Jordan. Ah, the old leper takes some dipping. 
Often, when we think we have learnt the death of self 
on the cross, self still needs some dipping. Ah, you 
are occupied with the old leper still; remembering 
his sorry scabs and running sores. Oh, clown with 
the leper, down, down to Jordan. Down, clown in 
death is the only fit place for self. For its righteous
ness and its wickedness the grave of Christ is the only 
place. Look away from the old leper, to the risen 
Christ. If Adam were full of the poison of sin, God 
hath made the risen Christ to be.our wisdom, sanctifi-
cation, righteousness, and redemption. 

There is no leprosy in the risen Christ. And " as 
he is, so are we in this world/' (1 John, iv. 17.) "For 
ever perfected." " Clean every wit." 

Oh, my reader, hast thou learnt this wondrous les
son? Hast thou gone down into death? Art thou 
risen with Christ ? Then set thine affection on things 
above. Every old spot of leprous sin is gone. " If any 
man be in Christ he is a new creation; old things are 
passed away, all things are become new, AND ALL 
THINGS OF GOD," (1 Cor. v.) 

as. 
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"AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF 
NOAH." 

u And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also 
in the days of the Son of Man, they did eat, they 
drank, they married wives, they were given in mar* 
riage, until the days that Noe entered into the Ark, 
and the flood came and destroyed them all."—(Luke 
xvii. 26, 27.) 

If these words were but the mere opinions of men, 
we might disregard them, but since they are the 
words of the Son of God, they must, and will be 
fulfilled to the very letter. Let us then carefully 
enquire, how it was in the days of Noe. 

" God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
on the eartL, and that every imagination of the 
thought of his heart, was only evil continually." (Gen. 
vi. 5.) Yes, God saw. It does not tell us what man 
thought, but what God saw. There is no deceiving 
God. God sees all that takes place under the sun^ 
Just think of God seeing the imagination of the* 
thought of the heart. Could my reader bear to be 
in the presence of a fellow man, if he knew every 
thought you ever had in your heart ? and what was 
the wickedness of man then, compared to the wicked
ness of man now? Has not man murdered the Son 
of God, and for 1800 years rejected him? ami Jesus 
foretels that this wicked rejection of himself, will go 
on up to the very day that Christ is revealed. 

I dare say man thought the days of Noah were 
days of wonderful progress. But " the earth was cor
rupt BEFORE GOD, and the earth was filled with vio
lence," what is it now? let it even speak for itself. Th« 
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world's newspapers say, we have no sooner recorded one 
deed of violence, but we are called to report another. 
But what is it before God ? and what will it be very 
shortly, when the true church of God, shall be taken 
up to meet Christ, and Satan deceives the whole 
world? Peace shall then be taken from the earth. 
(Revelations vi.) And men shall kill one another, in 
that day of tribulation, tribulation such as never was, 
and never will be again. It will be as literally true, 
as it was in the days of Noah, when the earth was 
filled with violence; yes, far more literally true than 
men expect. 

I look upon the translation of Enoch, as a type of 
the translation of the whole Church of God. (1 
Thess. iv.) And then all the world becomes infidel, 
filled with blasphemous wickedness, except a small 
remnant of godly Jews, who will be saved as Noah 
and his family. So that it may be asked, when-the 
Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ? 

And God revealed His purpose to Noah that He 
would destroy man from the face of the earth. " By 
faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving 
of his house ; by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness, which is by 
faith." (Heb. xi.) 

• 
And still the world went on; its buildings, its 

commerce, its pleasures, and its sins,—men would not 
believe God. The ark grew larger every day, a 
witness of the coming judgment; certainly there was 
no appearance of the coming flood. Indeed, human 
reason would have said it was impossible,—what" 
God destroy this beautiful world, only just in its 
infancy? Many of the wise men of this age would 
have said, Oh, no, Noah; you are quite mistaken; it is 
only your opinion; besides, a great many prophecies 
have to be fulfilled yet,—all the world has to be blessed, 
and fiiwi with righteousness, so that you must bo 
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mistaken, Noah; you had better give over working :L 
iUat great ship, and give up preaching such peculiar 
views, as you hold; come aud enjoy yoinvxlf, man, 
and don't be such a narrow-minded bigot; do you 
think everybody is wrong but you? But the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. " And they went in unto 
Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh;" " and 
the Lord shut him in." Every soul that was not 
shut in with Noah, was shut out. There was the 
no hope ; it was too late. Yes, and it shall be so in 
the day of the Son of Man. We read in the parable 
of the Ten Yirgius, " They that wrere ready went in 
with him to the marriage, and the door was shut; 
afterwards came also the other virgins, saying, " Lord ! 
Lord! open to us?" But it was too late. 

'A Jew, as he listened to the discourse of Jesus, in 
Luke xxL, foretelling the certain destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the scattering of the Jews, amongst 
all nations, might have said, " Ah, that must be a 
mistake; why this city is to be the centre of the 
whole earth, and blessing shall flow out through it, 
to all nations: we scattered among all nations! nay, 
all nations shall come up, and worship in Jerusalem." 
But the day of fierce destruction came; and the city 
is trampled under foot; and they are scattered 
amongst all nations. 

In like manner, men may say now, " Be as it was 
in the days of Noah, the earth filled with violence, 
and wickedness, when the Son of Man cometh, up to 
the very clay ? Oh, that is only your opinion;—why-, 
man, the world is to be converted! 4 Apostate christen,. 
dom destroyed V why Christendom has to extend, un
til all the world are Christians; aye, every man, 
woman, and child!" 

Thus man rejects the word of God, just as blindly 
and as fatally as in the days of Noah; or when 
Jesus foretold Judah's awful doom. Yes, in like 
manner shall they say, Peace and safety, up to tl* 

p. w. 15. 



4 

?ery day of Christ. It is quite true the world shall 
be filled with blessing; but this did not hinder the 
flood, did it? It is quite certain that Jerusalem 
shall be the metropolis of the whole earth. (Isaiah iL) 
But did this hinder its awful destruction? It is 
quite certain, that the knowledge of the Lord, shall 
cover the face of the earth. But will this hinder the 
words of Jesus being fulfilled? "As it was in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be when the Son of Man 
cometh." How can the future reign of Christ, in 
blessing over this earth, which shall take place after 
he comes, hinder the fearful judgments, which will 
surely take place, at His coining? No, the world 
will go on increasing ia wickedness, until He comes. 

His words will surely come to pass, ft will be exactly 
as it was, the world will bp taken with as great sur
prise, as it was in the days of Noah. 

Oh, my reader, are you ready to meet the coming 
Lord? do you, like Noah, believe God? or with the 
world, are you rejecting him? are you shut in with 
Christ, as Noah was shut in the ark? or are you 
shut out? God sawj and God sees your ev^ry thought, 
the gospel still sounds; God grant that you may hear, 
believe, and live. If my reader is a Christian, let me 
beg of you to search the Scriptures, and see if these 
things be so. Jesus says, " Behold I come quickly." 
(Rev. xxii.) 

C.S. 
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Plain (KUortJ£f.—No. ic . 

"AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF LOT." 
" Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded ; but 
the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained 6re and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all, even thus shall 
it he in the day when the Son of Man is revealed/1—(Luke 
xvii. 2S—30.) 

" How can this be?" some of my readers may ask. 
" "We thought Christianity would spread, until all the 
world would be converted.' Does not the Scripture 
say, 'The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea ?'—(Isaiah xi.) How 
then; can this world become as wicked as Sodom; and 
that wickedness go on, until the very day that Christ 
is revealed from heaven?" The answer is very simple. 
The Scripture nowhere teaches, that the time of the 
earth's blessing will take place before Christ comes, 
but after. There can be no doubt, but that it will be 
exactly as Christ says. As it was in the days of Lo t ; 
yes, until the very day that Christ is revealed from 
heaven- Yes, my reader may live to see that day. If 
not a believer, but a rejecter of Christ, you may be 
taken with as great surprise, as when they had just 
taken their shutters down in Sodom, to commence 
another day's business, and another day's sins. 

But let us see how it was in the days of Lot. There 
are some most solemn lessons, connected with this 
subject. There was Abraham, the man of Grod, outside 
Sodom, in unhindered communion with Grod. There 
was Lot in Sodom ; and, consequently, out of com
munion with Grod; though saved so as by fire. And 
there was the doomed city of wickedness. ' "̂  

There was but one Abraham on the face of the 
earth. And how few, at any one time, have really 
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walked with'God. Of the first two men born of a 
woman*, one set aside God's sentence on the earth; 
and tried to bring the best he could grow, an ottering 
to the Lord; and was rejected. The other, Abel, 
owned the sentence of death, and approached God, 
through the blood of a victim. Enoch also walked 
with God ; but there was only one Enoch in his day. 
So of Noah; but there was only one Noah, out of 
the whole world. And in the new world, so soon 
filled with idolatry, there was only one Abraham. 
And again only one Isaac, And only one Jacob. 
And only one Joseph. And then, not one man of 
faith fti named for some hundreds of years. And then 
a little child is found hid by faith, in an ark of 
bulrushes. But, on the face of all the earth, there 
was only one Moses. Aaron even worshipped a calf. 
And then a Joshua—a Samuel—a David. And what 
is the history of the Prophets but that of a very few 
men at any time, on the face of the whole earth, fully 
walking with God ? How often they had to walk 
alone; even the nation of Israel, utterly departing in 
heart from God. 

And when Jesus came to his own, did they walk in 
his light ? Alas ! they rejected and killed him. Aye, 
and after the resurrection, there was but one Paul. 
And since his day, how few have walked with God; 

in the power of the heavenly calling ! Alas ! how 
earthly, and worldly, the great house of Christendom 
has become. Sad contrast to the heavenly, exalted, 
Church of God. 

And will it be so up to the very coming of Christ? 
There can be no mistake about it. He, who cannot lie, 
says it will be, as it ivas in the days of Lot. Oh, 
far, far worse than it is now! 

" The Lord then appeared to Abraham, as he sat, 
pilgrim like, in the tent door, on the plains of Mamre. 
(Gen. xviii.) There wrtsunhindered communion at once. 
Not so with Lot; the Lord would not even go into 
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the city, where ho was; but sent hi« messengers to 
pull him out. First the eye lusted after Sodom; then 
the tent pitched towards Sodom ; then in Sodom itself. 
Where are you, my fellow-christian ? The eye on the 
world; the tent towards it; or are you in it? Sad place 
for a child of God! The Devil is the god of it. De
struction is its end. "When a man has got his utmost 
wish of this world, what can it afford? Ask that grey-
haii*ed old man; What does the world afford you, 
prosperous, rich old man? I hear you have got a 
good bit of property in Sodom. Does it satisfy ? 
l ie shakes his head. " What does it afford ?" He says, 
" A n empty, aching heart; that is all." What are 
all the riches, and honours, of Sodom, to be compared 
with one hour's real communion with God. Oh, for 
more real separation to him; to feed on Christ with 
him j to talk with God. 

Not so Lot. All confusion and vexation. He 
tries to reform Sodom! and loses all power, even over 
his own family. Child of Grod, is it not so ? true 
picture of every worldly christian! How can wre say, 
Lead us not into temptation; and then settle down in 
Sodom? But God is rich in mercy. " Hast thou 
here any besides ? son-in-law, and thy sons, and 
daughters ?" Oh, precious grace, it is just what God 
is doing at this very time. The terrible day of the 
Lord is very near; but God still waits in mercy, and 
is awakening whole families. I t is as though the 
Lord said, I would not have those, so dear to you, to 
perish ; go and wake them up ; tell them of my mercy, 
and tell them of my coming judgment. Oh, my 
reader, if saved yourself, have you no sons, or sons-in-
law, or daughters ? Are there none you love, for 
whom you would pray; and to whom you would speak 
the Avarning word ? 

But Lot seemeel, to his own children, as one that 
mocked. Oh, sad effect of Sodom. My reader, your 
children watch yr,a ; they may see-you clinging, and 
grasping at Sodom's property. Tou may get your 
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lieart's desire in thi§ world; and when you warn your 
children, you may seem as one that mocks. Ab, you 
may see them left to perish. Still poor'Lot lingers. 
His proj^wrty is there; and " the men laid hold upon 
his hand " the Lord being merciful to him. Thus 
was he, his wife, and two daughters, brought out. 
Not a word about sons, and sons-in-law. Eyen his 
poor wife looked back, and perished. 

•The sun was risen. The city was astir. Lot was 
out. Oh, what a cry of wailing and bitterness, as the 
first drops of liquid fire fell. I t was too late. 

And is this the doom that awaits this deceived 
world ? Tes : it shall come as a thief in the night. 
Boll on, poor world ; thou hast rejected Christ; thou 
hast preferred a murderer, for thy Grod. The Devil 

. that deceiveth thee, shall be cast into the lake of fire 
with thee. Oh, my reader, is this thy doom—art thou 
Mill a rejecter of Christ ? Do ponder the end. To-
Alay there is mercy; pardon through the precious 
Wood of Christ. Grod only knows to-morrow. Oh, 
may God speak to thee now, being merciful to thee, 
.Remember, it is Christ who says, " In such an hour 
as ye think not the son of man cometh." 

as. 
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Bwaft cast upon tf>e Wl&tets—No. 1. 

"YOUR DYING HOUR." 
" I HAVE just been to the funeral of a very dear 
friend," said I to a merry-looking man, whilst waiting 
for the train. "And it is no small comfort, when a 
friend departs, to know with absolute certainty, that 
that friend is gone to be with Christ, which is far 
better. 

" I should think," said he, "there are very few that 
die who have that certainty. At least not many would 
like to chance it, if it were put to them to-day; I 
mean if the question was put, Are you so sure of 
heaven, that you do not mind dying to-day ?" I re
plied, " I fear even amongst those who profess to be 
Christians, too few would stand that test. But it was 
very different with my departed friend. She had only 
been ill a few days, and on the day before her death, 
knowing there was no human possibility of recovering, 
she calmly said, ' I would not exchange places with 
the Queen.' Not the shadow of a doubt passed over 
her happy soul. She rested not in anything she had 
donfe, but in the finished work of Christ Jesus, the 
Son of God. Precious Jesus! thy blood and right
eousness never fail in the hour of death. Nothing can 
be so certain as that which God has said, ' that whoso
ever believeth on him, shall not perish, but have ever
lasting life.'" 

" Well," said he, " i t is a happy thing when a per
son has such confidence; but I fear there are very few 
who have the happiness to enjoy it. Man is so given 
to sin, he has such strong inclinations to sin." 

"Very t rue/ ' I replied. " But you axe not a man 
of all sin ; you have not committed all sin. But God 
is the God of ALL grace, and that grace is seen 
on the cross, surpassing all your sins. Who can tell 
the value of the blood of Jesus as God sees it ? I 
myself am the chief of sinners; I have not one particle 
of worthiness. But I tell you, if we are all killed 
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heart's desire in thi§ world; and when you warn your 
children, you may seem as one that mocks. Ab, you 
may see them left to perish. Still poor'Lot lingers. 
His pro£&rty is there ; and " the men laid hold upon 
his hand" the Lord being merciful to him. Tnus 
was he, his wife, and two daughters, brought out. 
Not a word about sons, and sons-in-law. Even his 
poor wife looked back, and perished. 

•The sun was risen. The city was astir. Lot was 
out. Oh, what a cry of wailing and bitterness, as the 
first drops of liquid fire fell. I t was too late. 

And is this the doom that awaits this deceived 
world ? Yes : it shall come as a thief in the night. 
.Roll on, poor world ; thou hast rejected Christ; thou 
hast preferred a murderer, for thy Grod. The Devil 
. that deceiveth thee, shall be cast into the lake of fire 
with thee. Oh, my reader, is this thy doom—art thou 
»till a rejecter of Christ ? Do ponder the end. To-
Jlay there is mercy; pardon through the precious 
Wood of Christ. God only knows to-morrow. Oh, 
may God speak to thee now, being merciful to thee. 
Remember, it is Ghrist who says, " In such an hour 
as ye think not the son of man cometh." 
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3Brrati cast upon tfjc fflSBaters.—No. 1. 

"YOUR DYING HOUR." 
" I HAVE just been to the funeral of a very dear 
friend," said I to a mevry-looking man, whilst waiting 
for the train. "And it is no small comfort, when a 
friend departs, to know with absolute certainty, that 
that friend is gone to be with Christ, which is far 
better. 

" I should think," said he, "there are very few that 
die who have that certainty. At least not many would 
like to chance it, if it were put to them to-day; I 
mean if the question was put, Are you so sure of 
heaven, that you do not mind dying to-day ?" I re
plied, " I fear even amongst those who profess to be 
Christians, too few would stand that test. But it was 
very different with my departed friend. She had only 
been ill a few days, and on the day before her death, 
knowing there was no human possibility of recovering, 
she calmly said, ' I would not exchange places with 
the Queen/ Not the shadow of a doubt passed over 
her happy soul. She rested not in anything she had 
donfc, but in the finished work of Christ Jesus, the 
Son of God. Precious Jesus! thy blood and right
eousness never fail in the hour of death. Nothing can 
be so certain as that which God has said, i that whoso
ever believeth on him, shall not perish, but have ever
lasting life.'" 

" Well," said he, " i t is a happy thing when a per
son has such confidence; but I fear there are very few 
who have the happiness to enjoy it. Man is so given 
to sin, he has such strong inclinations to sin." 

"Very t rue/ ' I replied. " But you are not a man 
of all gin ; you have not committed all sin. But God 
is the God of ALL grace, and that grace is seen 
on the cross, surpassing all your sins. Who can tell 
the value of the blood of Jesus as God sees it ? I 
myself am the chief of sinners; I have not one particle 
of worthiness. But I tell you, if we are all killed 



before wc reach Lome, I have no fear or question 
whatever, about my salvation. It was eternally settled 
by the death of Jesus/' 

" Ah," he said, " it seems to me a poor thing to bang 
one's salvation on." 

" What is ? Is Christ a poor thing to trust ? Is 
God's word a poor thing to trust ?" 

" Oh ! no, I mean it is a poor thing to hang on faith. 
To think that if you have faith you will be saved, let 
you sin and do as you like." 

" Ah ! my dear sir, but the man that has real faith in 
Christ, does not want to sin. He hates it and longs 
for and delights in holiness; and he is the only one 
that gets delivered from sin. But now you try, from 
this day, in your way, never to sin again." 

" I have tried," said he, u many a time; but still I 
sin in thought, word, and deed. I think I now see 
that to believe in Christ is the only way both to get 
saved, and give up sinning." 

Eeader, what as to your dying hour? You cannot 
help the thought crossing your mind at times, can you 
now ? Your dying hour may be very near—yes, very 
near ! Now are you prepared for that hour ? What, 
are you going on carelessly in sin ? Well may you 
tremble at the thought of your dying hour. Are you 
trusting in forms and ceremonies of human religion ? 
All! these will utterly fail you in your dying hour. 

But mark the blessed condition of every saved 
sinner : " Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Is this your condition ? Are you justified ? Have 
you peace with God ? Then, my reader, if you should 
fall asleep before Jesus comes again, yours will be a 
HAPPY DYING HOUR. 

as. 
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iSrrato cast upon tije OTaterj3>—-No. 2. 

"BE THOU CLEAN." 
Mark i. 40—45. 

WHAT a wretched being a leper is! afflicted with a 
horrid disease, which no one can cure, and shut 
out of society, as too loathsome for the eyes of his 
fellow-men. Sad, but true, picture of man's moral 
condition. Fallen—utterly fallen. The very heart 
filled with the loathsome disease of sin. His whole 
nature corrupt—incurable. This little paper may be 
put in the hands of one who feels the wretchedness of 
sin. Thou hast sinned. The leprosy has broken out; 
art thou trying to hide it ? God knows it, and thou 
art wretched. Oh, how wretched! What a burden 
on thy heart! What is that thou wast saying ? " I 
wish I had never been born!" Why? Oh! I see 
thou hast tried many physicians, but no cure. The 
leprosy is still there, and spreads. Thou hast tried 
temperance, morality, religion. Thou ,hast tried to 
amend, and tried hard, but all in vain ; thy case is too 
bad for these remedies. God knows thy deep sorrow, 
thy despairing groans. 

Who are those two persons there ? A loathsome 
leper and the Son of God. Well now, look; the 
leper, just as he is, speaks to Jesus. He does not ask 
what he must do to cleanse himself. He came to 
Him, "beseeching him,, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean." Does Jesus say, Go and get better first ? No. 
See ! Jesus is moved with compassion; and though no 
other person would touch that wretched leper, Jesus 
put forth his hand, and touched him, and said, " Iwi l l , 
be thou clean." What a wondrous change ! That man, 
whom no one could cure, was in a moment healed; as 
soon as Jesus had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, AND HE WAS CLEANSED. 

Ah! I see your mistake. You have not yet fully 
seen the love of God to the ungodly in the death of the 



before wo reach homo, I have no fear or question 
whatever, about my salvation. It was eternally settled 
by the death of Jesus." 

" Ah," he said, " it seems to me a poor thing to hang 
one's salvation on." 

" What is ? Is Christ a poor thing to trust ? Is 
God's word a poor thing to trust ?" 

" Oh ! no, I mean it is a poor thing to hang on faith. 
To think that if you have faith you will be saved, let 
you sin and do as you like." 

" Ah ! my dear sir, but the man that has real faith in 
Christ, does not want to sin. He hates it and longs 
for and delights in holiness; and he is the only one 
that gets delivered from sin. But now you try, from 
this day, in your way, never to sin again." 

" I have tried," said he, "many a time; but still I 
sin in thought, word, and deed. I think I now see 
that to believe in Christ is the only way both to get 
saved, and give up sinning." 

Eeader, what as to your dying hour? You cannot 
help the thought crossing your mind at times, can you 
now ? Your dying hour may be very near—yes, very 
near ! Now are you prepared for that hour ? What, 
are you going on carelessly in sin ? Well may you 
tremble at the thought of your dying hour. Are you 
trusting in forms and ceremonies of human religion ? 
All! these will utterly fail you in your dying hour. 

But mark the blessed condition of every saved 
sinner : " Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through par Lord Jesus Christ." 
Is this your condition ? Are you justified ? Have 
you peace with God ? Then, my reader, if you should 
fall asleep before Jesus comes again, yours will be a 
HAPPY DYING HOUR. 

c. s. 
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"BE THOU CLEAN." 
Mark i. 40—45. 

WHAT a wretched being a leper i s ! afflicted with a 
horrid disease, which no one can cure, and shut 
out of society, as too loathsome for the eyes of his 
fellow-men. Sad, but true, picture of man's moral 
condition. Fallen—utterly fallen. The very heart 
filled with the loathsome disease of sin. His whole 
nature corrupt—incurable. This little paper may be 
put in the hands of one who feels the wretchedness of 
sin. Thou hast sinned. The leprosy has broken out; 
art thou trying to hide it ? God knows it, and thou 
art wretched. Oh, how wretched! What a burden 
on thy heart! What is that thou wast saying ? " I 
wish I had never been bom!" Why? Oh! I see 
thou hast tried many physicians, but no cure. The 
leprosy is still there, and spreads. Thou hast tried 
temperance, morality, religion. Thou .hast tried to 
amend, and tried hard, but all in vain ; thy case is too 
bad for these remedies. God knows thy deep sorrow, 
thy despairing groans. 

Who are those two persons there ? A loathsome 
leper and the Son of God. Well now, look; the 
leper, just as he is, speaks to Jesus. He does not ask 
what he must do to cleanse himself. He came to 
Him, " beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean." Does Jesus say, Go and get better first ? No. 
See ! Jesus is moved with compassion; and though no 
other person would touch that wretched leper, Jesus 
put forth his hand, and touched him, and said, " I will, 
be thou clean." What a wondrous change ! That man, 
whom no one could cure, was in a moment healed; as 
soon as Jesus had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, AND HE WAS CLEANSED. 

Ah! I see your mistake. You have not yet fully 
seen the love of God to the ungodly in the death of the 



Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, trembling sinner I look in the 
face of Jesus ! See Him moved with compassion at the 
sight of thy leprous wretchedness. Art thou thus 
brought to Him just as thou art ? It was God who 
sent Him from heaven, that thy leprosy might be 
cleansed with His very life's blood: and now, raised 
from the dead, He speaks to thee just as thou art, " I 
will,, be thou clean.'' 

My fellow-leper, there never was a poor wretched 
sinner, thus brought and given to Jesus just as he 
was, but that moment he heard the voice of God in 
the words of Jesus, and those blessed words were true 
of him, " and he was cleansed." 

Wouldst thou rob Christ of His glory? Wouldst 
thou say that thou must get better before Christ 
can heal thee ? Thou wouldst not give an earthly 
physician such a character. Wilt thou then say of 
the Great Physician, He receiveth none, and cleanseth 
none but those who are getting better ? The blessed 
Jesus rejected none. Thou may est be too great a 
Pharisee for Him, but thou canst not be too great a 
sinner. 

Oh, reader ! if now thine eyes are opened to see Jesus 
receiving thee just as thou art, and renouncing all pre
tensions to righteousness in thy self-believing on Jesus, 
thou, even thou, art cleansed, and cleansed for ever. 
" For, by one offering, he hath perfected for ever them 
that qj-e sanctified." C« S. 

" How bright, there above, is the mercy of God !"— 
" And void of all guilt, and clear of all sin, 

Is my conscience and heart, thro* my Saviour's blood."— 
" Not a cloud above''—" not a spot within." 

Christ died! then I am clean : " not a spot within."— 
Ood's mercy and love : iS not a cloud above." 

'Tis the Spirit, thro' faith, thus triumphs o'er sin: 
" Not a cloud above"—" not a spot within." 
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Steals cast upon tf»e 8HBater«.—No. 3. 

"HAVE I REPENTED ENOUGH?" 
I DO not know a mere perplexing question than this, 
to a really anxious soul. I met a person lately who 
had spent years in trying to ascertain how much 
repentance is required before a person may be quite 
sure he is saved. 

" Which of the two repentances have you been 
trying ?" said I. 

" Why, are there two kinds ?" he enquired. 
" Oh yes," I replied : " tho repentance of the law, 

was a man trying to forsake all sin, and do all right
eousness, and thus be saved. (See Ezek. xviii. 80.) 
But the repentance of the gospel is the giving up all 
pretensions to righteousness.'' The meaning of the 
word we translate " repentance'' is simply a change 
of mind. The kind of change of mind depends on the 
connection in which it stands. It may" be of sorrow, 
or it may be of joy, unto death or unto life. The 
change of mind, or the repentance of the law, was on 
the principle of works. The change of mind, or 
repentance of the gospel, is not of works at all, but 
entirely of grace. Sorrow for sin, and forsaking sin, 
and living to God—if anything are works, these are, 
If thus seeking salvation by works, you can never 
have enough of this repentance to get saved. It is a 
thorough mistake to think of getting saved by the 
good works of the repentance of the law. 

You may think it a light thing to go on in sin. Oh, 
you can easily repent some day. Fearful, fatal, delusion. 
You are becoming more hardened every day. 

Let me now turn to the repentance of the gospel. 
God is a God of truth, and the truth is that man 

is a lost sinner, utterly without righteousness; as it 
is -written, " There is none righteous, no not one." 
Now man's mind is in total darkness as to this. lie 
thinks he is not so bad as to be past mending. 

And there is another thing. 



God loves man in this lost and guilty condition. 
He sent His beloved Son from the throne of glory; 
and with burning love for the poor, guilty sinner 
He died on the cross—" the Just for the unjust." Oh 
look at that dying Lamb of Gpd. See from that 
pierced side the blood of atonement. He bowed His 
head and died. All was finished. God hath raised him 
from the dead ; and now God can meet thee through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. He does meet 
thee. He does love thee, poor broken-hearted sinner. 
God meets thee in love! Thou thoughtest He could 
only meet thee in deserved wrath. He commands thee 
in the gospel to change thy mind. What is that ? To 
believe what is true. That thou hast nothing but sin in 
which to meet Him. Give up, only give up all preten
sions to righteousness, and as a lost sinner I point thee 
to the cross; and I tell thee, as surely as thou art 
brought to know thyself as a lost sinner, feeling thy 
utter need of Christ, God meets thee through the 
finished work of Christ, and pointing to the cross en 
which all thy sins were borne, He says, There sinner! 
now I have nothing against thee. It is not thy meeting 
God with the works of thy repentance; but God meet
ing thee through the death of Christ. 

May the goodness of God thus lead thee, my reader, 
to repentance, even to the full moral judgment of thyself 
in His presence, and the full knowledge of His wondrous 
love to thee, a lost sinner, and thou shalt find these 
glad tidings the power of God tfhto salvation. 

By the Spirit of God thou shalt have godly sorrow 
for sin and power to forsake i t ; yea, God shall work in 
thee to will and to do. These things certainly accom
pany salvation, but are never its conditions, otherwise 
grace would no more be grace. C, S. 
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33wa» cast upon tije fflJSatets.—No. 4. 

!!THY SINS BE FORGIVEN 
THEE." 

" BLESSED is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered." 

My friend, though a stranger to me, let me ask you 
this question : Could anything make you- so truly 
happy, as to know for certain that your sins were for
given ? To hear those words, " Thy sins be forgiven 
thee?" Yes, THY SINS: all of them—every sin of 
thy heart and sin of thy life—forgiven thee. Is it 
possible that this blessedness shall be thine ? Com
pared with eternity, thou hast only a few hours to live. 
At the end of these few hours, what is thy prospect ? 
What a thought! soon, very soon, thou wilt be in glory 
of in hell. Nothing can be more certain. Is thy foot 
lifted up in the paths of sin ? Hold! another step, 
and thou mayest be lost. 

Whatever had that man done to whom Jesus spake 
those wondrous words, " Thy sins be forgiven thee ?" 
Let us look at Mark ii. 1—12. Why, this seems 
strange ; he had done nothing ; he was too sick to do 
anything. He could not walk, nor even stand. He 
was borne of four, and they let down the bed whereon 
the sick of the palsy lay. What a picture of man's 
condition, sin-sick; so prostrate that he can do no
thing ! Sin-palsied; so bad, he cannot walk ; cannot 
stand. True of you, true of me, true of all. "For 
all have sinned." " There is no difference." Every 
limb palsied j every thought defiled with sin. 

And they LET HIM DOWN to the feet of the Son of 
God ? Have you been let down ? Every sinner saved 
by grace has a letting down—down, down, down— 



and many a time, when he thinks himself let dcvwn, 
Bolf has still to be let down, down. 

Some are let down at once, utterly lost sinners, at 
the feet of Jesus, and at once are saved. It takes 
years to let down the self-rightoous pride of others. 
But to be let down in the deep sense of sin and misery, 
fairly to sink at the feet of Jesus, and then to hear 
the first words of the Son of God, " Thy sins be 
forgiven thee,"—this is blessedness indeed! Oh, 
my reader, have you, now, have you, been brought 
as a lost, helpless, hell-deserving sinner, to Jesus? 
Oh, have you ? Hush! listen. Look at Jesus. He 
proposes no conditions to that helpless man. He 
does not say, If thou wert a little better, or if thou 
wouldst walk a little, or if thou wilt promise this 
or that. No, blessed Jesus! tjiat would not have 
been like Thee ; that would not have been grace. 
Oh, how men do misrepresent Thee, my precious, par
doning, gracious Lord! Jesus pardoned first, and 
then gave power to walk. And still He pardons first, 
and then gives power to walk in holiness before God. 
Is not this just what a sinner needs! To be par
doned and saved first, and that being settled, then he 
has divine power, by the Spirit of God, to live as a 
child of God, and walk in holiness. % 

Look again at Jesus. What are those wounds in 
His hands and side ? Oh! they tell us He has been 
dead and is alive again. " Without shedding of blood, 
there is no remission of sins." " He died, the just 
for the unjust." " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin." All is finished. Reader, dost thou 
believe? 0 . S. 
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HiteaK fast upon ti>c fflSlatets.—No. 5. 

TWO THINGS WHICH GOD HATH 
JOINED TOGETHER. 

" VERILY, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on hiui that sent me, hath ever
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but 
is passed from death unto life." (John v. 24.) 

There are two things joined together in this verse. 
These two things man tries to put very far asunder. 
Read the verse again. Now what are those things ? 
They are believing and having. As we have it in 
another place, " H e that believeth on me hath ever
lasting life." 

Sometimes a person will say, with great anxiety, " I 
do believe on the Lofd Jesus Christ. I am sure I trust 
in none else. I feel I am a lost sinner. I fully believe 
that the death of Jesus was the atonement for sin. I 
have no doubt that God raised Him from the dead. I 
know that it is only through the shedding of His pre
cious blood that sins can be forgiven. But I cannot 
get to know that I have everlasting life" 

If this really is my reader's condition, if you have 
heard the words of Jesus'—if you do really trust in 
Him alone, then there is no question—there can, in 
that case, be no question whether you have everlasting 
life or not. I only ask, do you really trust alone in the 
finished work of the Lord Jesus ? If so, I have no 
need to ask, have you everlasting life ? If one of these 
things is true in you—namely, real faith in Christ,—I 
know the other is. You have everlasting life; for 
Jesus says, " It is most certain, it is most certain, I say 
unto you, he that believeth on me hath everlasting life." 
Yes, in one breath, Jesus joins these two blessed things 
together — BELIEVETH — HATH ! The discovery 
of this to the soul gives perfect peace. No more per
plexity ; no more uncertainty. The more deeply you 
feel your own unworthiness, the more amazing will the 



love of Jesus appear in dying for your sin. Oh yes ! sin 
will appear more and more terrible, and the glory of the 
cross shine brighter and brighter; the world will be 
now with thee lighter than vanity, for thou, even thou, 
hast a home in the mansions of light. And though 
tempted in a world of sin, opposed by a subtle enemy, 
and groaning over inbred corruptions, yet still thy trust 
is alone in Jesus, and thou hast everlasting life. 

I think I hear thee saying, Is this true of me ? 
Trembling believer, Jesus has said i t ; it cannot be false. 
This MOMENT, if thine ears are opened by the Spirit of 
God to hear the words of Jesus, and in thine heart to 
believe on God who sent Him, then certainly thou, even 
thouj hast everlasting life. And how blessed, how per
fect, the salvation of God! Thou not only hast ever
lasting life, but thou shalt not come into condemnation. 
Jesus says it and He will keep His word to thee. 
Yea, even more still,—thou art passed from death unto 
life. Just as all Israel passed through Jordan with the 
Ark of God, so, my dear fellow-believer hast thou 
passed with Christ from death into resurrection, &nd 
therefore into everlasting life. Open thine eyes, for 
thou art risen with Christ. As surely as He took thy 
place in death, the divine Substitute, so surely has God 
given thee a place with Him in spotless brightest glory. 
Go in peace, then, and doubt no mbre. 

But there are two thiiigs more joined together. " He 
that believeth not is condemned already." Whether 
thou goesfc to the ale-house, or to church; whether 
thou art living in open sin, or trusting in thy strictly 
religious life; I tell thee, if Jesus is not thine only 
trust thou art condemned already; thou art waiting 
the execution of divine vengeance as a rejecter of Christ. 
" Search the scriptures, and see if these things be so." 

C. S. 
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ISveati cast upon tlje fflSBatews.—No. 6. 

"WHY ARE YE TROUBLED?" 
I F living a stranger to Christ, you may well be troubled, 
The thought of death, and judgment to come, may well 
give you trouble. If this is your condition, God grant 
that your trouble may be greater and greater, until you 
find rest in Jesus. 

This little paper may be put into the hands of a doubt
ing Christian. To such an one these words of Jesus 
have peculiar application. (Lukexxiv. 38, 39.) Jesus 
alive from the dead, speaks these words, " Why are ye 
troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ? 
Behold my hands and my feet." What tender love is 
this ! Blessed Jesus ! He had said unto them, " Peace 
be unto you;" and it touched His tender heart that 
there should be trouble or a thought in their hearts! 
How could such deep, sincere love bear to be doubted ? 
He had loved them unto death; His very body had been 
broken on the cross for them ; His very blood had been 
shed for the remission of their sins ; as their Substitute 
He had died the accursed death of the cross for them— 
the just for the unjust. One had denied Him, and all 
had forsaken Him. But now God had raised Him from 
the dead, for their justification. And now the object 
of His eternal desire was accomplished—redemption 
was finished. His heart, overflowing with unutterable 
joy, had found vent in those ever-precious words, 
" PEACE BE UNTO YOU ;" how could He then beaT a cloud 
of trouble, or one doubting thought, in the hearts of those 
He had so LOVED ? Oh ! it makes my heart melt whilst 
I look at Jesus and hear those divinely sweet words, 
" Why are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in 
your hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet." 

My reader, do you believe that that agony and 
shameful death of Jesus, the spotless Son of God, on 
the cross, was for your sins—that He was delivered for 



your offences—and that, having endured their utmost 
penalty, God raised him from the dead for your justifi
cation ? For this is true of every sinner that believeth. 
Yes, and if you are brought by the Holy Spirit thus to 
trust in Jesus alone, then it is true of you; and these 
words are written for you. With a heart still filled 
with joy, Jesus says, " Peace be unto you." Like Peter, 
you may have denied Him; or, like the rest, you may 
have forsaken Him ; but look at Him, listen to Him; 
oh ! what words of love—ves, love that cannot bear to 
be doubted ; and words to you : " Why are ye troubled ? 
and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ?" How do 
you answer these words of Jesus ? Do you say, I am 
such a vile, ungrateful sinner ? He says, " Behold my 
hands and my feet;" now look at them, what do you 
think about those wounds on the risen body of Jesus ? 
Do they not speak peace to your troubled conscience ? 
" The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." 
Oh! yes, my fellow-believer, Jesus feels keenly every 
doubting thought that arises in our hearts. 

Blessed Jesus, Thy work is finished; here our souls 
rest. Our sins were laid on Thee ; they cannot be laid 
on us. On our account wrath was on Thee ; on Thy ac
count it is peace, endless peace, to us 

May my reader hear the words of Jesus, " Go in 
peace, and doubt no more." He does not say, Look 
at your faith or your feeling—He does not say, Look at 
your sins or your failings. We might look at them in 
despair. But He says, " Behold my hands and my 
feet;" as though He had said, Is it not enough ? could 
I love you more ? 

C. S. 
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H3m& rast tipon Uje W&atm.—No. 7. 

HOW ARE YOU TO BE SAVED? 
" WHAT shall I do to inherit eternal life ?" Who would 
have thought that that question, which so many ask, 
would have tempted Christ ? It is the language of one 
ii willing to justify himself." What shall I do? No 
words can more plainly shew the ignorance of a fallen 
sinner. Whilst these words are on his lips, he knows 
not his lost, fallen, helpless condition. 

The Lord knows the pride of the deceived heart. 
The religionist can repeat the law, and no doubt thinks 
he can keep it. " Do it," says Jesus, " and thou shalt 
live ;" and then answers his tempting question with one 
of the most striking parables in the word of God, 
This parable of the good Samaritan is the answer to 
man's question, "What shall I DO to inherit eternal 
life ?" It describes man's condition—yours. Fallen 
among thieves, stripped, wounded, left half dead. 
What a picture ! and how true ! Man is not innocent 
—not happy; but fallen, guilty, helpless, undone. Look 
at that dying man by the road-side ; he cannot walk a 
yard further, no, not a step. He cannot even call for 
help. Do not you see he is dying ? Is this the man to 
talk about doing—eh ? Poor dying man, the law can
not help thee ! The priest and the Levite have to pass 
thee by ; they cannot help thee. Reader, thou art this 
man ; this is thy spiritual state. The law cannot help 
thee ; the priest and the Levite cannot help thee. Thine 
own efforts, thy resolutions, thy struggling ! I tell thee 
there is only one that can help thee. " A certain Sa
maritan came where he was; and when he saw him, he 
had compassion, and went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him." This is Jesus, the Son of the living God. In
finite love—mighty to save ? God so loved, so pitied, 



fallen, helpless, naked, dying man. He saw him where 
and as he was. Yes, this is the glory of the Gospel. 
God, full of tender compassion, rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins; yes, even then God SENT His beloved Son 
to man, laid by the road-side fallen in sin and misery. 
(See Eph. i. 1-10.) 

Man could do nothing : Jesus came to him where he 
was. * What a journey of love ! He came to do all for 
the sinner, and He has done i t ; it is finished. " Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and good-will 
towards men." 

Oh! my reader, dost thou thus know Jesus ? Is it no 
longer what shall I DO ? But art thou resting on what 
Jesus has done on the cross ? Hast thou been brought to 
know thy utterly lost condition by the way-side ? Has 
Jesus come to thee—has He bound up thy broken heart, 
pouring in oil and wine ? Has God revealed to thee 
Jesus, taking thy place as a sinner, and now giving thee 
His place in spotless purity for ever. Dost thou know 
that it is not thy taking care of Jesus, but Jesus taking 
care of thee ? yea, and until He comes again, that He 
hath committed thee into the hands of God, who keeps 
thee with His mighty power ! yes, that He will take 
care of thee ? (John xvii. 1 1 ; 1 Peter i. 5.) 

If thou art a doer for eternal life, thou art a rejecter, 
a despiser, a tempter of Christ. But if thou knowest 
and believest the love of God in thus sending Jesus to 
thee, thou hast eternal life. It is the GIFT of God. 
Let thy work now be to shew forth the praises of Him 
who saw thee, and saved thee, and loves thee for ever. 
" We love him, because he first loved us." Read the 
parable over seven times. (Luke x.) G. S. 
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Uwato tast upon tlje SliElaterss.—No. 8. 

WHO IS TO BLAME? 
LET US suppose a vessel foundering at sea. We know 
the vessel to be exceedingly rotten, and so leaky that it 
is filling fast—that it must shortly go down. On shore 
the utmost effort is made. The life-boat, with capacity 
to hold every person on the sinking ship, is launched. 
The mariners pull alongside the rotten, sinking vessel. 
The captain of the life-boat begs every person on board 
immediately to let go the old rotten ship and trust him
self in his hands in the life-boat, with the certainty of 
being brought safe to shore. The people on board 
resolutely refuse the invitation. One says, " The old 
vessel is not so bad; she only requires painting," &c. 
Another says, "Away with both you and your life
boat ! we have a carpenter of our own, whose business 
it is to mend the old ship. Who do you think is 
going to leave this fine old ship and trust to that poor-
looking boat ?" The vessel fills and sinks. And now 
t6ll me, if every fool-hardy despiser on board goes 
down, who is to blame? Plainly themselves. The life
boat was sent to them and they refused. 

Man is that rotten ship—fallen, ruined by sin, filling 
fuller and fuller of sins until he sinks into perdition. 
Christ Jesus is the life-boat. God so loved this poor, 
ruined, sinking world that He sent the life-boat, " That 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." Did the world believe God ? Oh 
no, they rejected even such love, so great salvation. 
They murdered the Son of God. The death of Jesus 
was the offering of Himself, the atoning sacrifice for sin, 
God raised Him from the dead; and the RISEN CHRIST 
becomes the life-boat of every soul that trusts in Him. 

But, my reader, may I ask you a home question ? 
Where are you—in the the life-boat or in the old ship ? 
Are you in Christ or trusting to the self-righteousness 
of old human nature ? Are you one of the redeemed .-
Can you say that you "have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins ?" (Col. i. 14.) Or 



are you still in and of that world, which is guilty of 
rejecting and murdering the Son of God ? 

Perhaps you do not care for these things. Are you 
filling up the measure of your iniquity ? You know 
when the old ship gets full it sinks, and when your last 
sin on earth shall be filled up and you sink into end
less perdition, you will remember who is to blame. 

But arc you trusting to outward forms and cere
monies of religion ? Now what good will this outside 
paint do ? The ship is sinking, and if you stay on it, 
you will go down with the very paint-brush in your 
hand. Oh my friend! all the baptisms, and sacraments, 
and ordinances that man can perform will never keep 
one ruined sinner from sinking into hell I Woe be to 
your poor soul if you trust in them. 

Do you say there are so many opinions—how am 
I to tell who isf right ? Whoever points you to Christ, 
the life-boat, is right; and whoever keeps you in the old 
ship, is wrong. Do you not see that ? 

Are you trying—no matter how—to mend the old 
ship; that is, your fallen human nature, called in 
scripture " the flesh ?" Then you may be quite certain, 
sooner or later, if you continue in that condition yon 
will, as the old ship, go down. Think where ! Oh the 
bottomless pit—and who is to blame ? 

Oh give up the vain attempt to mend the old ship. 
Own yourself a lost, undone, ruined sinner—believe 
the grace of God in sending you Christ the life
boat—trust Him with all your heart—confess Him 
with your lips and life. You cannot be in both. If 
you are in the old ship, no matter how self-righteous, 
you are sinking fast: there is not a moment to be lost. 
It is indeed great presumption for any one in the old 
ship to say, he knows he is safe. But if you are in 
Christ, the life-boat, you cannot be too sure. He 
never did and never will lose one. C. S. 

Price Gd. per 100. 
G. MOBRTSTT, 21, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, London. 

The Gospel Tract Depot, 7, Carver Street, Sheffield* 
North Sine ds : W. H. Brown, 83, Tyne Street. 

In quantities for distribution (and all the 0. S. Tracts) half-price. 
B. C. 8 



13t«rtr east upon ti)e ffl2Uatcr».—No. 9. 

IF THOU KNEWEST THE GIFT 
OF GOD! 

John iv. 10. 
A WEARY one sat at Jacob's well; He had left the land 
of the Pharisees. It was JESUS, He came in love to 
His own, to save them from their sins ; but they re
ceived Him not. Weary and grieved was His tender 
heart as He sat about the sixth hour at Jacob's well. 

There is a woman coming with her waterpot to the 
well. She is one to whom the proud Pharisee would 
scorn to speak. She is a despised Samaritan, and that 
is not all ; she is a poor wretched being, living in open 
sin. She little knows that she is about to meet the 
<eye of Him who knows all that ever she did. She 
arrives at the well, and is astonished that Jesus, being 
a Jew, should ask her to give Him to drink. " Jesus 
answered, and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and HE 
WOULD have given thee living water." ^ 

He did not say, If thou wert not so great a sinner, 
He did not say, If thou wilt reform and become a holy 
woman, then I will give thee living water. No! No ! 
No ! He let her know, that He knew all that ever she 
had done. But there was such a depth of pity, grace, 
and compassion in -the wondrous countenance; such 
tender love to the sinner in those words, that it won 
her heart, it converted her soul. Christ was revealed 
to her; and leaving her waterpot she went to the city 
so full of Christ, that forgetting her own shame, she 
said, " Come see a man which told me all that ever I 
did : is not this the Christ?" 

My reader, can you meet the eye of Him who knows 
every thought of your heart from childhood? All 
that ever you did, open and naked to His eye ! And 
can you say that you are not a sinner ? How was it, 
think you, that there was nothing in Jesus to repel this 



wretched sinner ? And what can those words mean, 
think you—" If thou knewest the gift of God," &c. ? Is • 
this the one great thing needed by a poor wretched sin
ner ? It is ; there can be nno mistake about it, for 
Jesus says it. Of whatever nation my reader may be; 
whatever the sins you may have committed, the first 
thing you need is not the waters of the Ganges, or 
the intercession of saints, or works of amendment; no, 
the thing you need is to KNOW the gift of God. 

Do you ask who and what is that gift of God ? The 
same that met that poor Samaritan sinner; Jesus the 
Son of God ; as also it is written, " For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." • "The GIFT of God is eternal 
life." " He that hath the Son hath life ; he that hath 
not the Son of God, hath not life." 

My reader, it is a gift, a gift, a gift; oh, if thou 
knewest this ! Thou canst not buy i t ; thou canst not 
merit it. He that knows all that ever thou didst, 
all that thou art ; sets before thee Jesus the crucified; 
Jesus the risen one; Jesus the glorified. Dost thou 
know Him, the gift of all gifts ? 

Dost thou say "bu t my sins are heavy, they press 
me down, what must I do ?" If thou knewest the 
gift of God ! Yes, even though thou hast committed 
every sin that has been done in this dark world; yet 
God's gift, "redemption through his blood" abounds 
above it all. " The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." His very business was 
saving just such burthened, weary, heavy-hearted sin
ners as thou art. Blessed be His holy name, the work 
is finished. May God reveal to thy soul, my reader, 
Christ Jesus. Change of life and holiness of life will 
follow. But the first thing is The gift of God. 

C. S. 
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33veatr cast upon t!)e WLaUtB.—No. 10. 

"REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE." 
A DOUBLE CHANGE OF MIND. 

THEBE are not a few in this day who are very fond of 
talking about other great sinners. When a person 
does this, it is a sure sign of a deceived heart; by 
telling of the sins of others, he is merely shewing 
how much better he thinks himself to be than they. 
Now some of this very sort came to Jesus, and told 
him of the Galileans. (Lukexiii.) Now mark the words 
of Him who knows the heart :—"Jesus answering 
said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were 
sinners above all the Galileans because they suffered 
such things ? I tell you, nay; but except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish." He again repeats the 
same solemn instruction respecting the eighteen upon 
whom the tower of Siloam fell. 

Oh, the millions who are fast locked in this fatal 
mistake! " I am not so bad as so-and-so:" the 
drunkard says this, the thief, the liar; but above all, 
the religious pharisee. 

Is my reader one of the millions thus deceived? 
Do you think yourself better than others ? Are you 
doing your best to be so ? Is this the road you think 
leads to heaven ? Without an entire change of mind 
about this, you also will certainly perish. Does God 
think you better than those Galileans or sinners at 
Jerusalem? He says, " I tell you NAY." And in 
another place, He says, " There is no difference, for 
all have sinned." It is true—God says it—you have 
sinned. May God give you entire new thoughts 
about yourself; even His thoughts, that you are a 
guilty, vile, lost sinner; for unless you know, own, 
and confess this, you shall likewise perish. 

Well, still this change of mind about self would 
never save the sinner without that other—an entire 
change of mind about God. 

In Luke xv. we get exactly man's thoughts of Godr 



for the blessed JestiS, God manifest in the flesh, stood 
in their midst; " And the Pharisees and scribes mur
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners." Now 
why did they murmur ? Why ! because they had got 
an > entirely wrong thought of God; they did not 
know Him. They tried to persuade themselves that 
they were not sinners, or at all events not such sin
ners as others, and then concluded that God only 
received such good people as they thought themselves 
to be. This is man's thought of God, that He only 
receives and saves the righteous. 

The well-known parable that follows in three parts, 
the lost sheep, the lost silver, the lost son, is Christ's 
sermon, unfolding the character of God; and that 
character the very opposite of all man's dark thoughts. 
The work of the Son in coming to seek and to save 
the lost sheep; the work of the Spirit in giving the 
light, as the woman who took a light and sought for 
the lost silver; and to crown all, the unspeakable joy of 
the father in receiving back his long-lost son, one, mind 
you, who could not be more unworthy, and blessed be the 
God of all grace, could not have been more welcome. 

And now, my reader, have you got this part of 
repentance, this entire change of mind about God? 
Though you may feel as vile as the prodigal—if you 
never did feel so, God grant that you may know your
self so bad that you could not be more lost and un
done. May your mind be for ever changed by seeing 
the joy of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in 
receiving you as a lost sinner who cannot be more 
unworthy, and who cannot be more welcome. " I 
say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." 

When God is thus revealed to the soul in Christ, 
and sin fully owned and confessed, a change of heart 
and life is sure to follow. C. S. 

Price 6d. per 100. 
G. MOBBISH, 24, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, London. 

The Gospel Tract Depot, 7, Carver Street, Sheffield. 
North Shields: W. H. Brown, 83, Tyne Street. 

In quantities for distribution (and all the 0. S, Tracts) half-price. 
B. 0. 10 



13tealr cast tipn tije abaters.—No. 11. 
WHAT IS GOOD NEWS TO A MAN 

WHO FEELS HIMSELF LOST? 
I WAS deeply impressed the other day with a sentence 
in a letter I received from a person at a distance, in 
which he states, " the Gospel as (sometimes) preached 
in our day, is of no use to a man WHO FEELS HIMSELF 
TO BE LOST." 

When a man has broken the laws of his country, 
and is under sentence of death, he paces the floor of 
his gloomy cell, looks through the iron grate and 
thinks of the fearful morrow. That is something like 
being lost, as to this world. Let us go down the dark 
passage, and speak to him at the iron grate. Hark! 
how he groans. What will you say to him ? Would 
a lecture on morality do ? Would you tell him to be a 
good man and keep the laws of his country ? Would 
he not reply, You very much mistake my case; that 
sort of talk is no help to me at all; my life is forfeited, 
I am under the sentence of death. Poor lost one! 
Would it help him if you engaged to keep the laws of 
his country for him ? Not in the least: the law demands 
his life, and the day is fixed. The only way of keeping 
the law for him would be to die in his stead ; and the 
only good news that would meet his case would be the 
free pardon of his sovereign. 

Such is the case of an awakened sinner who feels 
HIMSELF LOST. This world to him is a condemned 
cell. The devil roars in his conscience, GUILTY! 
GUILTY ! He has tried to be innocent; he has pleaded 
"Not so guilty as my neighbours ;" he has tried " t o 
mend;" he has tried to keep the law of God, he has 
broken it more and more. And now, trembling with 
guilt and fear, conscience, the devil's jailor, has turned 
the heavy bolt of the iron gate of despair. And thus, 
sooner or later, is every saved sinner brought to utter 
despair as to all help in self, or self's doing. Now what 
is the good news that will meet a man who has thus 



/earnt the truth about himself, and feels himself lost ? 
Will it meet his case to tell him to amend his life, to love 
God, and keep His commandments ? Would he not reply, 
You don't understand my case at all: if I could do that, I 
should not be lost: but I am lost, I am vile, I am con
demned ; I have forfeited my life, heaven, everything! 

Keader, art thou the man ? Have I described thy 
condition,—art thou one who feelest thyself lost? 
Then hearken; I will tell thee of One who came to seek, 
and TO SAVE TUE LOST. I come not to thy iron gate 
to tell thee what thou must do. Nothing that thou 
canst do can save thee from thy dark condemned cell, 
nor thy future fearful doom. I tell thee, if the Spirit 
of God has thus made thee feel thou art lost, I have 
good news from heaven to thee. There sits Jesus at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high; that is the 
blessed One, who came in pity to this condemned cell, 
who took the sinner's place, died the just for the 
unjust. Hadst thou forfeited thy life ? He gave up 
His own, even to the death of the cross. Hadst thou 
forfeited heaven ? He left it and became a man of 
sorrows. Oh think of the glory of this mighty 
Saviour. He knew that nothing short of His very 
life's blood could meet thy guilty, condemned state. 
He gave it freely. What plenteous redemption 
through that precious blood! Thou hadst sinned 
against God, and God is satisfied, justified, glori
fied by this precious sacrifice. God hath raised Him 
from the dead, "and through him is preached the 
forgiveness of sins ;"* free, full, everlasting forgive
ness—through Him, not through thy doing : and by 
Him, not by thy doing, thou, and all that believe ARE 
justified from all things, from which ye could not bo 
justified by the law of Moses. 

Thy door is open : come out, and rejoice in the 
gospel, that suits the man who feels himself to be 
lost. C. S. 
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ISwati rasst tipon tje fflSEatets.—No. 12. 

WHAT IS GRACE? 
I REMEMBER a person once saying, " he did not like 
the word Grace; he thought the word Love meant 
the same and was much better." This is a mistake, 
grace goes a great deal further th :i love. Man loves 
that which in some way he thinks worthy of love, 
and he thinks God is the same as himself, and there
fore says he, " I must turn to God some day and try 
to be worthy of His love ; and then He will love me." 
Now the grace of God is the very opposite of this 
human thought. I do not know anything like it in 
the whole world. " What is grace ?" said I, the other 
day. " Mercy," was the reply. Well, it is true the 
love of God and the mercy of God are both very, very 
wonderful. "God who is rich in MERCY, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins;" and both the mercy and love of God are 
thus in grace ; that is in pure unmerited favour. Yet 
this grace of God goes further, yea, far beyond the 
reach of all human thought. 

Let us suppose a criminal, guilty of such crimes as 
to make him an object of the deepest abhorrence, 
standing condemned before the judge. Mercy would 
be a great thing shewn to such an one; but if it 
were possible in the heart of a human judge to love 
such an one, so utterly worthless and undeserving, 
that would indeed be a wonder. But what would be 
thought if the judge so loved the poor guilty one, as 
to put himself really in the place of the prisoner; 
bear the full penalty of all his crimes, and then take 
him into his own house, make him partner with him
self, and say " As long as I live, all that I have is 
yours." Oh ! tell me where amongst the cold-hearted 
sons of men, where was ever grace shewn like this ? 
No! No! The glory of this grace belongeth alone 
to my God. Oh, how shall I tell of His wondrous 
grace I 



My reader, you may have heard of it by the hearing 
of the ear, but has this grace ever reached your heart 
by the power of the Spirit of God ? That God should 
thus love and pity, and shew mercy to the guilty;, 
yes, the ungodly ! the guilty! the lost! as to send 
His own dear Son in sweetest grace, to take the very 
place of the lost and guilty, in purest grace to bear 
all their sins in His own body on the tree! Oh look 
at the cross ! God in grace meeting man's utmost 
need. Ah ! Do you in your very heart believe it? 
Then you may cast yourself before such a God, con-
fessing all your sins, your wretchedness, your misery^ 
spread it all before Him. Do not try to make your
self a bit better than you are before Him. He will 
pardon the confessing sinner in faithfulness to the 
blood of Jesus. Jesus died for the purpose; that 
God might be just, not only in pardoning but in jus
tifying every sinner that believeth. But oh, this is 
not all; God in pure grace takes the utterly un
worthy sinner, pardoned and justified, into perfect 
partnership or oneness with Himself in the ever 
blessed Lord Jesus. In this grace He met the mur
derer Saul; from that moment Paul became the part
ner or joint-heir of Christ. What a change! From 
that day he could say, "Not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.n Eight well did he know that nothing could 
ever separate him from such love as this. Yes, and 
God by this very little paper can, in the wonders of 
His grace, meet a murderer, a drunkard, a harlot, or 
worse than all, a deceived Pharisee. Yes, and from 
this moment the days of my partnership with Satan 
may be ended. Oh God* grant it. May this be thy 
happy portion; pardoned, justified, for ever one with 
Christ. This was grace not only to take the sinner's 
place, but to give the guilty worm an everlasting place 
with Himself in resurrection glory. This salvation ia 
wholly of God. C. S. 
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astcatt tast upon tje 2E8atets.—No. 13. 

"HATH" AND "ARE." 
THESE are the words of Jesus, the Son of 
God— 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into con
demnation; but is passed from death 
unto life." (John v. 24.) 

Can these words be untrue? Impos
sible ! Anxious inquirer, God has blest 
them of late to many souls. They are 
most certain—most certain. Yes, it is 
Jesus who says them. Do you hear His 
word? Do you believe on God who sent 
Him? Then ponder these three words, 
" hath everlasting life." What a certainty 
"hath" gives! It is not, "I hope so." 
No, hath never hopes, but has, not only 
life, but everlasting life. Do you ask, 
'How is it possible that I shall not come 
into condemnation? I am such a great 
sinner; I think no one is plagued and, bur
dened with sin as I am.' Then hearken. 

These are the words of God the Holy 
Ghost— 



"Be it known unto you that through 
this man is preached unto you the for
giveness of sins; and by him all that 
believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses." (Acts xiii. 38, 39.) 

Blessed message of God to a sin-bur
dened soul! Is it true ? Reader, do you be
lieve in your heart that God thus proclaims 
the forgiveness of sins through Jesus alone ? 
How simple—how certain! Do you believe 
God about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus? Then God justifies you from all 
things. He says so ; does He not ? Read it 
again and again. And just as surely as 
you believe God, just as surely you are— 
not shall be, but ARE—justified from all 
things. 

Think of these two things— 
" HATH everlasting life." 
" ARE justified from all things. 

c.s. 
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HJrenti cagt upon tlje ifliStatWj.—No. 14. 

"THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.', 
WHAT a wondrous depth of meaning there is in the 
thought that the vile, lost sinner should be clothed 
with—yea, made—the righteousness of God ! I only 
know of one greater wonder than this, and that is, that 
God's most precious, holy Son should have been made 
sin, and have died the accursed death of the cross. 

How very sad that this is almost forgotten in our 
day ! It is almost forgotten that the law brought out 
man's sin, and proved he had no righteousness. 
" That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore by the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his* sight; for by the law is the knowledge of sin." 
(Kom. iii. 19, 20.) Men forget this, and still vainly 
try to be righteous by keeping the law. If you try 
to be righteous in this way, instead of finding yourself 
righteous, you will find that you are in the same con
demnation as the devil himself. 

But there is another thing as little known, that 
whilst the law proved man to be without righteousness, 
in the Gospel the righteousness of God is revealed. 
" B u t now the righteousness of God without law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro
phets ; even the righteousness of God by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference : for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, WHOM GOD HATH SET FORTH a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God; to declare, I sag, at this time his 
righteousness; that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." (Rom. iii. 21-26.) 

Is it not greatly overlooked, that in the salvation of 
lost sinners the whole transaction is of God ? Man 
cannot do one thing, neither is he asked to do any-



thing, but to receive, as the free gift of God, the 
righteousness already wrought out and accomplished 
by Christ. The whole thing, from beginning to end, 
is of God. It is not, as man would tell you, that if 
you keep the law and believe on Christ, then you shall 
be saved. No but without law, for man cannot keep 
it. You cannot keep it. God has, in His own grace 
(because He so loved poor sinners, who were without 
strength to keep His law), given Christ to die for the 
ungodly. Christ crucified has been set forth the 
great propitiatory sacrifice. It was God who gave 
Him to die for sinners, the just for the unjust, to 
bring us to God. IT IS GOD, also, who gives faith 
to believe. IT IS GOD who justifies every sinner 
who does believe.. IT IS GOD who shall finally glorify 
every sinner whom He has justified. The blood of 
Jesus has been shed, and IT IS GOD who has set it 
forth for the remission of sins. Is He not just, and 
the Justifier of him that believeth? All, all this 
vast transaction has been accomplished to declare His 
righteousness in bringing the lost sinner to Himself. 
I believe it. I say fearlessly, that not only is God 
perfectly righteous in justifying the ungodly sinner 
in this His own way, but that from eternity to eternity 
the cross of Christ is the glory of God. Yes, when 
He raised our adorable Substitute from the dead, it 
was by the glory of the Father. Man, through sin, 
had sunk to the lowest depths; God, through redemp
tion, has raised him to the highest glory. All is 
finished; and is not God divinely righteous ? This 
robe of divine righteousness is "upon all them that 
believe/' 

Art thou, my reader, clothed in this wedding gar
ment? Then thou shalt be a happy guest in the 
courts above. See now that thou walkest with 
garments undefiled. C. S. 
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ISreatJ cast ttpon tfte SgEatets.—No. 15. 

HOW GAN A SINNER BE JUSTIFIED? 
WITH men this is clearly impossible. Man, with all 
his boasted wisdom could not devise any plan of 
effecting this. For .instance, a prisoner stands at the 
bar, really guilty of the crime charged upon him; the 
judge may forgive, but can he say to that guilty man 
you go away from this bar justified; from this time 
no person can lay anything to your charge ? 

GOD ALONE can justify the guilty, and be righteous 
in doing it. Romans, 1st to 8th chapter, shews God's 
wondrous plan of justifying the guilty. 

All are guilty, Jews or Gentiles, religious or pro
fane. There is no difference, all have sinned. God 
says so. Conscience says so. You know, I know, it 
is so. Guilty! Guilty. "Yes ," you say, " that is 
what perplexes me ; I know I am a sinner; how 
then can I be justified, so that no charge can be laid 
t o m e ? " 

Let us see first how this cannot be done, how you 
cannot be justified; and then see what God's only 
plan is of justifying the sinner. " By the deeds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight." 
(Rom. iii. 20.) In the sight of men the believer is jus
tified by works, as in James ii. 24. But in the sight 
of God it is absolutely impossible to be justified by 
works of law; still guilty, guilty. " Knowing that a 
man is not justified by the works of the law; for by 
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." " For 
if righteousness comes by the law, then is Christ dead 
in vain." (Gal. ii. 16-31.) "Fo r as many as are of 
the works of the law are under the curse; for IT IS 
WRITTEN, Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them. But that no man is justified by the works 
of the law is evident," &c. We have broken the law; 
it can only curse us. We cannot even have forgive
ness by all our efforts to keep the law, much more be 
justified. Do you say, " We must do our best to love 



God and keep His commandments, and then hope He 
will forgive us and justify us" ? Where does He say 
if we do our best ? or where is the man that does his 
best ? No, on the doing plan no man shall be jus
tified. God hath said it, and it is hard to fight against 
G o d , •* 

Let us now look at God's only way of justifying 
the ungodly. IT IS CHKIST THAT DIED ! Oh, wondrous 
answer to all my sins ! " Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God hath set forth a propitiation through faith 
in his blood," &c. " Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification." " Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.,,

 IT IS GOD THAT 
JUSTIFIES. (Rom. iii. 19-28 ; v. 1 ; viii. 31-34.) 

My reader, let your thoughts dwell on the cross of 
Christ. Blessed are the eyes that see and the ears 
that hear God's testimony about the death of Jesus, 
the propitiation for sin. "God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for u s ; much more being justified by his blood 
we shall be saved from wrath through him." (Rom. v. 
8.) What man could never do, God has done. He 
hath laid our sins on Jesus; they are put away by 
His atoning blood. God hath raised Him from the 
dead. He that believeth is justified from all things. 
And God thus not only is just in forgiving the be
liever's sins, but is righteous in justifying the believer, 
Though once guilty, yet justified, so justified by the 
death of Jesus, that not one charge can be laid to 
him that believeth. Oh, think of it, my fellow-believer I 
God hath so justified you by the blood of Jesus, that 
nothing can be laid to your charge—all, all has been 
borne by Jesus. Is not this enough to give you 
peace ? Yea, the peace of God is yours. Yes, yours 
for ever. C. S. 
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SwaJ rast tipon <fte fflffitatetss.—No. IC. 

HOW DOES THE BELIEVER 
KNOW THAT HE IS JUSTIFIED? 
CERTAINLY not by looking at his feelings. His feel
ings are as changeable as the wind. Nor yet by look
ing at his prayers, or his good works : all that he does 
is mixed with sin. If he looks at himself in any way, 
he can find nothing that will afford a sure ground of 
certainty that he is justified ; that is, that he is so clear 
of sin, that nothing can be laid to his-charge for ever. 
Can you, my reader, with eternity before you, with 
the prospect of standing before that Judge who 
knows every secret of your life, can you say that you 
are clear of all sin, so clear that nothing can be laid 
to your -charge ? Are you not ready to say, "How 
can any sinful man in this world know that he is thus 
clear of all sin ?" You will be astonished at the 
believer's simple, yet certain answer. It is this— 
CHRIST IS RISEN. 

But you will ask, " What has that to do with a 
believer's justification ?" It has everything to do 
with it. " If Christ be not risen, ye are yet in your 
sins." (1 Cor. xv. 17.) A saved sinner knows and 
believes the love of God in sending Jesus to be his 
SURETY and representative. His eyes have been opened 
to see Jesus, bearing his sins in His own body on the 
tree. He knows that the blood of Jesus, his surety, 
has met every claim of Divine holiness to the utter
most. What love and mercy to lost sinners ! Now 
the believer can say, "As surely as Jesus was con
demned for me, was delivered to death for my offences ; 
as certainly as God dealt with Him on the cross as 
my surety for my sins, so assuredly did God raise 
Him from the prison-house of death for my justifi
cation." Now if a surety is cast into prison for the 
person's debt he is bound for, when that surety comes 
out of prison, having paid the full demand, is not the 
person for whom he paid it as clear of the debt as the 



very person who was his surety, and paid it ? And 
he knows he is clear of every claim. Why ? Because 
his surety is now out of prison. Just in the same 
way does the believer look outside himself to Christ, 
his adorable surety. Oh ponder this well: it was an 
awful engagement, when Jesus became the surety of 
all who through grace should believe on Him. Look 
how He felt in the garden; and then on the cross, 
when all our sins and guilt were upon Him. Yet still 
.He trusted God. He knew that God would justify 
Him from all these sins and guilt, as He says, " Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
ihine Holy One to see corruption." He did not leave 
His soul in hell; He raised Him from the dead, 
completely cleared from all our sins, no more to be 
forsaken, but to be received up to the highest glory. 
Now Christ had no sin to die for of His own, therefore 
His death was entirely for us. Just so He had no 
sin to be justified from of His own, therefore His 
resurrection also was entirely for us; He died as our 
surety, He rose from the dead as our representative, 
so that whatever God did to Christ on the .cross is 
reckoned unto the believer; and whatever God did to 
Christ at His resurrection, He did to us in Him as 
our representative. CHEIST IS BISEN. 

Is He perfectly and for ever clear of all sin ? Even 
so doth God justify every believer—see Eom. viii. 29 
-34, Heb. x. 14, 1 John iv. 17. It is God that justifies. 

My reader, if thou art looking at thyself in any 
way, thou art far from knowing that thou art justified. 
If the Holy Spirit shall give thee real faith in Jesus, 
looking entirely away from thyself at Christ, thou 
wilt not ask for anything to make thee more certain 
that thou art justified from all sin, than this one 
triumphant answer—Christ is risen, who is even at 
the right hand of God. C. S. 
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M E P H I B O S H E T H . 

LAMB ON BOTH FEET; 
OR, 

THE KINDNESS OF GOD. 

0 

VERY eaily one morning, many years ago, I was reading 
the ninth chapter of 2 Samuel. After reading it once, 
I thought, " What a strange chapter, about a young man 
lame on both his feet." I read it again, and still I could 
see nothing in it. After going through it a third time, my 
eye rested on these words, " I will surely show thee kind
ness, for Jonathan, thy father's sake." The thought sud
denly flashed upon my mind, " Ah! there is a picture of 
the kindness of God, through Jesus Christ." What a 
picture now lay before me, like some lovely landscape, at 
the break of morn. As years have rolled on, the beauty 
of this picture has only, to my mind, increased. Many 
times have I been led to preach Christ from it, and seldom 
without souls being converted to God. This encourages 
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mo, in faith, to trace over this interesting portion of the 
Word of God with my readers; trusting that God will use 
it in blessing to many souls. 

In this picture, then, of the kindness of God, there are 
two characters—Mephibosheth, the child of grace; and 
Ziba, the self-righteous man. The condition of Mcphi* 
bosheth, strikingly illustrates the state of a sinner when 
he is brought to God. 

If you turn to the fourth chapter and fourth verse of this 
same book, you will find he was the son of Jonathan, the 
son of Saul, both now dead; that he had fallen, and be
come lame; and that since his fall he had been hid, lame 
on both his feet, in Lo-dcbar; which Hebrew word means, 
a place of no pasture. Being of the house of Saul, the 
enemy of David, he concluded, no doubt, that David would 
be his enemy; and therefore liid away from his presence. 

How very strikingly this illustrates the condition of 
fallen man. No sooner had sin blinded the mind of Adam, 
than we read he "hid himself from the presence of the Lord 
God, amongst the trees of the garden." And is not this 
man's very condition, to the present hour? Why is that 
one hurrying off to the theatre, or the alehouse ? Ah! he 
knows not God. Being at enmity with God, he concludes 
that God is his enemy, and he dreads His presence. The 
thought of going this day into the presence of God would 
be terrifying. Does the thought give you alarm, my reader? 
Ah! it is because you know not God. Perhaps you may 
say, " I have sinned, and that makes me afraid of God/' 
True, you have sinned; and I have sinned; and all have 
sinned. But if you knew the price He has given, that He 
spared not His own dear Son, then you would see that 
God is the only one to whom you can go, as a sinner—and 
be assured, " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth 
from all s in / 
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Lut let us now go on with the chapter. "David said, 
Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may bhow 
the kindness of God unto him?" And is not this th* 
present work of the Spirit of God? Is there not yet any 
of the fallen sons and daughters of Adam to whom I may 
show the kindness of God ? No matter how deeply fallen, 
utterly lame, lame on both feet, and truly in the place of no 
pasture. For, poor, fallen sinner, wherever thou art trying 
to hide from God, there is nothing, in this world of misery 
and sin, that can make thee happy. Is there, now ? Hast 
thou pursued the phantoms of Satan, or put thy trust in 
the world's fair promises, until thy poor heart is broken 
with bitter disappointment, and all is a dismal void? Then, 
listen, I will tell thee of One that will not serve thee so. 

Ziba, the self-righteous man, informed the king, that 
Jonathan had still a son, who was lame on his feet, in 
the house of Macliir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 
"Then King David sent and fetched him." Now, this 

fetching is very beautiful. I t tells out a grace so entirely 
of God. Man shows kindness to those who, as he thinks, 
deserve it. Or he expects to get something worth the 
kindness in return—not so with God. Mephibosheth had 
not done one thing to merit the kindness. He had not to 
do his part first, as some say. No! GRACE tvent to fetch him 

from Lo-debar, the very place where he was. And did not 
the Son of God come to poor sinners, just where they 
were ? He came to fetch them, and He found them dead 
in trespasses and sins. And did he not take that very 
place, and die, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God? 
Eternal shame on every proud Pharisee, who, after this, 
will say, " Man must do his part first" 

Mephibosheth was too lame to do his part first. He had 
to be fetched. And He who knows both man's utter lame
ness, and this fetching-grace, has said, "No man can come 
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me, in faith, to trace over this interesting portion of the 
Word of God with my readers; trusting that God will use 
it in blessing to many souls. 

In this picture, then, of the kindness of God, there are 
two characters—Mcphibosheth, the child of grace; and 
Ziba, the self-righteous man. The condition of Mcphi
bosheth, strikingly illustrates the state of a sinner when 
he is brought to God. 

If you turn to the fourth chapter and fourth verse of this 
same book, you will find lie was the son of Jonathan, the 
son of Saul, both now dead; that he had fallen, and be
come lame; and that since his fall he had been hid, lame 
on both his feet, in Lo-debar; which Hebrew word means, 
a place of no pasture. Being of the house of Saul, the 
enemy of David, he concluded, no doubt, that David would 
be his enemy; and therefore hid away from his presence, 

How very strikingly this illustrates the condition of 
fallen man. No sooner had sin blinded the mind of Adam, 
than we read he "hid himself from the presence of the Lord 
God, amongst the trees of the garden." And is not this 
man's very condition, to the present hour? Why is that 
one hurrying off to the theatre, or the alehouse ? Ah! he 
knows not God. Being at enmity with God, he concludes 
that God is his enemy, and he dreads His presence. The 
thought of going this day into the presence of God would 
be terrifying. Does the thought give you alarm, my reader? 
Ah! it is because you know not God. Perhaps you may 
say, " I have sinned, and that makes me afraid of God." 
True, you have sinned; and I have sinned; and all have 
3inncd. But if you knew the price He has given, that He 
spared not His own dear Son, then you would see that 
God is the only one to whom you can go, as a sinner—and 
be assured, " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth 
from all s i n / 
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Hut let us now go on with the chapter. "David said, 
Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may show 
the kindness of God unto him?" And is not this th^ 
present work of the Spirit of God ? Is there not yet any 
of the fallen sons and daughters of Adam to whom I may 
show the kindness of God ? No matter how deeply fallen, 
utterly lame, lame on both feet, and truly in the place of no 
pasture. For, poor, fallen sinner, wherever thou art trying 
to hide from God, there is nothing, in this world of misery 
and sin, that can make thee happy. Is there, now ? Hast 
thou pursued the phantoms of Satan, or put thy trust in 
the world's fair promises, until thy poor heart is broken 
with bitter disappointment, and all is a dismal void? Then, 
listen, I will tell thee of One that will not serve thee so. 

Ziba, the self-righteous man, informed the king, that 
Jonathan had still a son, who was lame on his feet, in 
the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 
"Then King David sent and fetched him." Now, this 

fetching is very beautiful. I t tells out a grace so entirely 
of God. Man shows kindness to those who, as he thinks, 
deserve it. Or he expects to get something worth the 
kindness in return—not so with God. Mephibosheth had 
not done one thing to merit the kindness. He had not to 
do his part first, as some say. No! GRACE went to fetch him 

from Lo-debar, the very place tohere he was. And did not 
the Son of God come to poor sinners, just where they 
were ? He came to fetch them, and He found them dead 
in trespasses and sins. And did he not take that very 
place, and die, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God? 
Eternal shame on every proud Pharisee, who, after this, 
will say, " Man must do his part first/ 

Mephibosheth was too lame to do his part first. He had 
to be fetched. And He who knows both man's utter lame
ness, and this fetching-grace, has said, "No man can come 
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to me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw hiiji: 
and I will raise him up at the last day." And again, "All 
that the Father giveth me shall come to mc; and him that 
cometh to me I will in nowise cast out." Ah ! if it had 
not been for this fetching-grace, we should have all 
perished, in our wretched strivings to hide away from God. 
"And now, when Mcphibosheth was come unto David, he 
fell on his face." What a picture of dread and fear. As 
the son of Saul, the hunter of the life of David, what had 
he to expect? The next moment the voice of stern justice 
might demand his life. There he lies—a picture of a 
trembling sinner, brought into the presence of God, with 
the fearful load of guilt and sin; he knows not God—he 
knows not what to expect. 

Before we hear the words of David, let us turn to the 
covenant of love, as unfolded in 1 Samuel xx. 14—17. 
Jonathan, the father of that young man, fallen at the feet 
of David, speaks in the fourteenth verse:—"And thou 
shalt not only while I live show mc the kindness of the 
Lord, that I die not, but also thou shalt not cut off thy 
kindness from my house for ever And Jonathan 
caused David to swear again, because he loved him; for he 
loved him, as he loved his own soul." 

Did you ever visit the place of your early life, and look 
for the first time on the child of a dear departed friend? 
Then you may have some faint idea of what David felt 
when he looked at Mcphibosheth, the son of Jonathan, 
laid at his feet. Who can tell the tender sweetness of 
that Toicc, that spoke from the bottom of his, very 
heart—u Mephiboshcth!" " Behold thy servant," is the 
trembling reply. How little did he expect the uncondi
tional grace, that was about to be shewn him. " Behold 
thy servant," is the highest thought of fallen man. Ho 
sutures to offer himself as a servant to God, and hopes 
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to be saved at last for his serving. This is the religion 
of every human heart. 

But now hear the words of David. Like the Father, in 
the parable of the Prodigal, he cuts him short. "Fear not: 
for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy 
father's sake; and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy 
father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually/' 
Ah! this is like God, no conditions, no bargaining. It is not, 
If thou wilt do this, or if thou wilt not do that. Oh, no; it 
is all pure grace! The kindness of God ! "I ivill surely shew 
thee kindness" and that entirely for another's sake. " And 
thou shalt eat bread at my table continually" AVas it net 
thus in the parable referred to, where Jesus was unfolding 
the unknown, boundless grace of the Father's heart ? AVas 
there one reproach ? Was there one condition ? No, ho 
fell on his neck and kissed him. (Luke xv.) Is not this the 
kindness of God? Am I misrepresenting, or, with Jesus 
unfolding the true character of God? Is it thus that 
he receives the lost sinner? Are these his words to the 
wretched, trembling, hell-deserving sinner, I ask? Can he, 
pointing to tho cross of Christ, say, Fear not, I will surely 
show thee kindness, for Jesus' sake ? All this, too, with
out a single condition. All pure grace, flowing from his 
own overflowing heart of love. 

Oh, my reader, do you thus know God ? " God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace are ye saved,) and hath raised us 
up together; and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come, he might shew 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in m s KINDNESS toward 
us through Christ Jesus." Can you say that this is your 
portion ? Man would have sent a book of directions to 
the lame young man* to tell him how to repent, and how to 
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cure his feet; and how to do I can't tell what. But there 
is not a word of it here. No, he comes just as he is, nothing 
more was required. How could there, when David's heart 
was already filled with love to him. Above all things, Satan 
will strive to hide this kindness of God from the poor 
sinner. Let God be truly known, and I need no priest on 
earth, or saint in heaven, to soften his heart towards mc. 
It is already filled with love unspeakable. Are you, dear 
reader, feeling the burthen of sin ? And have you been 
perplexing yourself with men's long books of directions 
how you are to repent, how you are to please God and get 
Him to save you ? Perhaps one tells you to be as opposite 
to Col. ii. 20 as you possibly can, and that by keeping 
men's ordinances and sacraments you may hope to be saved. 
Another, with equally deadly effect, may tell you to be 
deeply sorry for your sins, (they never say how deeply,) and 
that you must give them all up, and love God with all your 
hearty &c, &c.; and then you may think yourself fit to 
come to Christ. That is, they would fain persuade you, 
that you are not so utterly fallen; that you are only lame 
a little on one foot, and that you only need to make a 
crutch of Christ, and so by His help you will get on very 
well; and really what it comes to is, that you may merit 
heaven at last. 

Now if you are thus bewildered and perplexed, let me 
beg of you to shut up, and turn away from all the schemes 
of men. Let your mind dwell on God, as revealed in the 
cross of Christ. Perhaps you may be ready to say with 
alarm, Then do you mean to deny repentance altogether? 
Far, very far, from this is my desire. And perhaps few 
passages of God's Word bring out more clearly than this 
both what repentance is, and the true place of repentance, 
or that show more strikingly what produces it. 

No sooner had the stream of unconditional grace been 
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poured into the trembling heart of Mephibosheth, than 
" He bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that 
thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am ?" I t is 
thus that the goodness of God leadeth to repentance. The 
sinner is brought into the presence of infinite grace, and 
infinite holiness too. The true character of God is revealed 
to him in Christ Jesus. He hears the sweetest words of 
love divine:—" Fear not, I will surely show thee kindness" 
And the effect of this is to bow self to the dust, in the sense 
of this overwhelming grace. This is that change of mind 
called repentance. But shall I teli you, my reader, that 
you must thus repent before you come to Christ? No, I 
should as soon think of asking you to feel warm first, 
before you come to the fire, if I saw you perishing in the 
cold and storm, 

But, if I mistake not, what many- mean by repentance is 
a lifting up of self, a mending of self; and, by so doing, 
changing the mind of God, as though He were an angry 
Being, and needed our good works to turn His heart to us. 
Did there need a change of mind in David ? No; his heart 
was full of love. Then how can there need a change of 
mind in God ? What is the cross, but the expression of the 
love of God to perishing sinners ? Now, my reader, if you 
knew the kindness of God to you—that nothing should 
ever separate you from His kindness and love in Christ 
Jesus—would not this instantly produce an entire change 
of mind in you ? And the more you knew the freeness of 
this precious love, the more would you be humbled to the 
dust before Him. That which you may vainly try to work 
up in yourself as a preliminary to salvation, or as a title to 
it, would be produced the moment you believed the won
drous love of God. 

And now mark the contrast of these two men—Ziba the 
servant, and Mephibosheth the son. David calls Ziba, and 
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^ives him commands, all of which he agrees to keep* 
"According to all that my lord the king hath commanded 
his servant, so shall thy servant do" The very thing Israel 
foolishly engaged to do at Sinai—and the very thing 
thousands are engaging to do in our day, who have given 
up Christianity and gone back to Judaism—yes, and I fear 
nine out of every ten who read this paper, will belong to-
the religion of the servant, instead of the son. 

What a contrast is seen in the words of David in pure 
grace to the son, " I have given/' "Mephiboshcth shalt 
eat bread always at my table." " A s for Mephiboshcth, HE 
SHALL eat bread at my table, as one of the king's sons." 

" So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he did eat 
bread continually at the king's table; and was lame on 
both his feet." Not one word of grace to the servant, and 
not one command to the son. The one is the service of 
legal bondage, the other the service of the heart's deepest 
affection. 

Happy thy portion, child of grace! God hath given 
thee eternal life. No longer a servant, but a royal son, at 
the table of thy Lord. Not a sacrament to help to save 
thee, but ever sitting at the Lord's table, breaking and 
eating that bread, and drinking of that cup, that reminds-
thee of the broken body and shed blood of Christ, by which 
thou art saved. Yes, God hath given thfee the bread of lifer 

on which thou shalt always feed. Why dost thou thus-
continually feed on Jesus ? God hath willed it. He hath 
said it, and it shall be done. If thou art a believer, thy 
condition and standing cannot possibly be that of a servant-
" For to as many as received Christ, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name." " And if children, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Christ.'' (Rom. viii.) 

How immensely important it is to understand this won* 
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droiis relationship. Surely you must see that there is a great 
difference betwixt the relation of a servant, and that of a 
son. A servant abideth not ever, but the son abideth eve* 
Thus grace brought Mephibosheth from his hiding-place of 
fear and enmity, and at once gave him all the privileges of 
sonship, and that without a single condition. We have 
seen its effect upon him, in an entire bowing of self, a. 
thorough change of mind; yea, we shall find that his heart 
is won to David for ever. 

Cold unbelief would say, " True, he was a poor, lame thing 
before he was brought to David, and made a king's son* 
But surely he could never enjoy the privilege of sitting a t 
the royal table, and still be a poor lame thing." For there 
are not a few who would admit that it is all grace that 
brings a poor, lame, lost sinner to Christ, who nevertheless-
imagine that when brought, his continuance and final 
salvation somehow depend on his own walk and obedience. 
This is a most bewildering and tormenting mistake. If i t 
were true, alas! who could be saved ? Every believer who-
knows his own heart will say, Not me. If my final salva
tion depended on me for one hour, I dare not even hope to 
be saved. Dare you ? But now what do we get in this 
divinely-inspired picture of the kindness of God ? " He did 
eat continually at the king's table; and was lame on both 
his feet." Precious grace! 

44 The grace that sought and found me, 
Alone can keep me there." 

The believer is often sorely perplexed, when he finds that 
as to all strength in himself to stand in the hour of trialr 

he is as weak now as he was before. And should he for 
one moment, forgetting his standing in grace as a son, 
begin trying to walk as a servant, he would get occupied 
with his poor lame feet. Finding thus that, as a servant 
under law, he cannot please God, he would be ready to give1 
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all up in despair. My reader may have been buffetted 
sorely in this way. Yon may have looked at your poor 
lame walk nntil yon have said in your heart, I surely 
cannot be a child of God at all! Ah! you never can get 
peace by looking at your lame feet. Put them under the 
table, and look at that with which God, in His infinite 
grace, has spread the table. He sets before us the remem
brance of Christ. All that we are in cur poor, wretched, 
lame, dead selves, has been judged and put to death on the 
-cross. And God reckons our old selves dead, and buried 
out of His sight. He sees ns now risen with Christ; yea, 
even in Him, sat down in the heavenly places. 

Oh! yes, it is quite true, the believer is in himself as 
lame after conversion as he was before. He has indeed 
a new life—a new nature now, which he had not before; 
and he has the Holy Ghost dwelling in him. But still his 
old nature, called the flesh, is what it ever was. What is 
he to do then? Have no confidence in the flesh whatever; 
but own the graoe that made him His, and keeps him His 
for ever. Let us put our feet under the table then, and feast 
on the riches of divine grace spread before us. When we 
have come to the end of all dependence on self, the end 
of all vow-making, of all our resolutions—when we really 
own the utter ruin of the old man—then follows that calm 
•dependence on Christ in which we begin to realize the 
power of His resurrection in a holy life. But self-righteous 
ilcsh will have a hard struggle before it gives up for dead, 
.{Sec Horn, vii.) 

The subject of the next chapter (2 Sam. x.) is kindness 
-6hown and rejected; with the judgment consequent thereon. 
It Is the great condemning sin. The kindness of God to a 
.guilty world has been shown. "Fo r God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
fcelieveth in him should not perish, bi»t have everlasting 
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life." What kindness ! But hear these solemn words: 
" He that believeth not is condemned already/' If my 
reader should be a rejecter of the kindness of God in the 
gift of His Son, think, oh ! think of your eternal doom. 

But I would now briefly pursue the history of these two 
men—types, as they were, of all at this day who have 
either found grace and salvation in God, or who are trying 
to be saved by keeping His commands. 

In chapter xv. we have recorded the rebellion of Absalom. 
David, the true king, is rejected; and as he leaves Jerusa
lem, it is remarkable that he crosses the same brook that 
the rejected Jesus afterwards crossed. "And all the 
country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed 
over: the king himself passed over the brook Kidron? 
When Jesus crossed over on the night of His rejection, the 
few that passed with Him failed to watch even one hour. 
And in the 30th verse, " David went up by the ascent of 
Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up." I t was to this 
mount Jesus led his disciples, when, having been murdered 
by this world, and God having raised Him from the dead, 
He ascended into heaven—rejected by the world, but 
received up into glory. 

Now it is when David is thus rejected, having passed 
this Mount Olivet, that we find the character of Ziba, the 
servant, brought out. (Head chap. xvi. 1—4.) The first 
thing here is a great display of service to the king—asses 
loaded with bread, and fruits, and wines. How is this P 
says the king. Where is Mephibosheth ? Ziba tells the 
king that he is abiding at Jerusalem, trying to get the 
kingdom. Really this seems as if Ziba, the self-righteous 
man, had the best religion. Yes, and to sight, it has 
always seemed so. But God knoweth the secrets of all 
hearts. To all outward appearance, there seemed to be 
great zeal and devotedness in Ziba; and he had such a 
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beautiful form of prayer. But all was hypocrisy within, 
The day of the return of the rejected David at last camey 

(Chap. xix.. 24—30,) and Mephibosheth goes forth to 
meet him. Yes, and the day of the return of the rejected 
Jesus will qniekly come; and every child of grace, whether 
sleeping in the dust, or alive when He comes, will go forth 
to meet Him in the air. (1 Thess. iv. 15—18.) 

And now the true character of both comes out. Mephi
bosheth "had neither dressed his feet, nor trimmed his 
beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king 
departed, until the day he came again in peace." The 
kindness of David had won his heart. That heart beat 
with affection to the rejected king; and his affection was too 
deep to allow him to take any place on earth but that of a 
sorrowing mourner, waiting the return of him he loved. 

And did not Jesus count on this on the night of Hi& 
rejection ? " A little while, and ye shall not see me; and 
again a little while, and ye shall see me. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that yc shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice; and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy." Alas, how little have we 
answered the heart of our rejected Lord! I cannot make 
anything of it but forgetfulncss of Christ, to take any 
other place than that Mephibosheth took—the place of a 
sorrowing mourner, awaiting the return of Him we love. 

But what about the fruits, and bread, and wine ? " t h e r e 
fore wentest thou not with me, Mephibosheth ?" And 
now the truth is made manifest. I t was he who had pro
vided the asses' loads of fruits. But being lame, Ziba had 
slipped into the saddle; and thus misrepresented Mephibo
sheth and played the hypocrite. And now mark the deep 
effect of grace. Mephibosheth says, " Do therefore what is 
good in thine eyes ; for all my father's house were but dead 
men before my lord the k ing; yet didst thou set thy ser-
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vant among them that did eat at thine own table." How 
sweet the confidence grace gives! Has my reader the 
settled assurance that God has given him, in pure grace, a 
place at His own table? Then, may you not look forward 
to the coming of Jesus writh unmixed joy ? 

"And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any 
more of thy matters ? I have said thou and Ziba divide 
the land." Beautiful is the reply of Mephibosheth: "Yea, 
let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come 
again in peace unto his own house." It was not the land 
he wanted; no, his utmost wish was realized. It was the 
person of him who had shown him such kindness. 

And is it not so, where grace has really won the heart 
to Christ ? It is not the things of the land. " Yea, doubt
less," says the Apostle, " I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 
Oh! that we were more like Mephibosheth—more like the 
saints at Thessalonica—" waiting for the Son of God from 
heaven." Mephibosheth had received the kindness of 
David with the fullest confidence; in spite of all his lame
ness, he had never doubted the reality of David's love, but 
had patiently waited for David's return; bearing every 
reproach, until the time should come. The Thessalonians 
had also received the glad tidings of the grace of God in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance—and 
hence they bore with patience, and even joy, every insult 
and affliction from the hands of their enemies. And what 
was the secret power of this ? They waited for Jesus from 
heaven. The real children of God have always been hated 
and slandered—yea, often burnt at the stake—by these 
boasting law-keepers for salvation. 

But wThat a day is coming! Who can tell how soon He 
may come for whom we wait ? His very last words were 
u Surely I come quickly; Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
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Jesus." Did David return, and will not David's Lord? 
Yes, our eyes shall soon behold Him. Oh, bright and 
blessed hope! Not the millennium. Not fulfilments of 
prophecy. These are blessed in their place—but it is Jesvs 
Himself that the believer, who has been washed in His 
blood, longs to see. 

This beautiful illustration stretches still further on, in 
chap. xxi.—the day of judgment on the house of Saul. 
"But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, 
the son of Saul, because of the Lord's oath that was be
tween them, between David and Jonathan, the son of 
Saul." This closes the history of this child of grace. And 
long after Jesus shall have returned, and His kingdom have 
been set up ; when the Church of God shall long have en
joyed the heavenly glory of Christ, and Israel shall have 
enjoyed the glory of the kingdom on earth; yea, even when 
the great white throne shall be set, and when the fallen sons 
of Adam shall stand before that throne; then, not one that 
was numbered in the family of grace, in the counsels of 
eternity, no, not even one, shall be lest. But where will 
the careless sinners, or even the doers for salvation, appear 
in that day ? Find me a man that professes to be a keeper 
of the law, that is not a breaker of the law. Can you, my 
reader, or can I, stand before that throne on the ground cf 
our doings? Impossible. Surely, the man that pretends 
to be better than his reighbour, must be a hypocrite; for 
God says, there is no difference—all have sinned. No, no! 
it is not by works that any sinner can be saved. If you 
can find a man that is not a sinner, well, let him try. But a 
sinner needs pardon. "And without shedding of blood 
there is no remission." Blessed Jesus, thou hast borne the 
wrath, the curse, the judgment, due to thy people's sins 
and now unhindered kindness and eternal peace are the 
happy portion of every soul that rests in thee. Look at 
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the cross, my reader, and listen. Does not God speak there 
to thee ? "I will surely show thee kindness." 

But must there be no works in return P Oh ! yes, realr 

deep, heart-service—the fruit of saving faith. How many 
works that seem to be good works before men, are really 
nought in the sight of God! Men load themselves with 
heavy burdens of self-righteous doings ; and yet, what are 
they all, but the mere rejection of the unmerited kindness 
of God? 

The deeper thy assurance of the unchangeable kindness 
of God to thee, a worthless sinner, the deeper will be thy 
hatred of sin, and the fuller thy joy in whole-hearted, 
devoted service to Christ; and the more earnestly, though 
patiently, wilt thou wait for His return from heaven. 

C.S. 
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BLESSING AND REST. 
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u Shall I not seek rest/or thee% that it may be well with thee? n 

EUTH iii. 1. 

M Y object in writing this paper is, not to interpret the 
Book in its typical bearing on the ways of God with the 
remnant and nation of Israel in days to come; but, princi
pally, to help the young believer to distinguish betwixt 
blessing of soul and the true ground of solid rest, as this 
distinction is illustrated in the touching history of Euth. 
I would, however, first notice some solemn instruction in 
the history of backsliding Naomi. I say backsliding, for 
when there was a famine, instead of abiding in the land of 
the Lord, she and her husband, and two sons, went to so
journ in the land of Moab; and, what was still worse, they 
continued there. 

It is very sad, in times of trial, when the children of 
God, instead of abiding with Him, go down to the world. 
But it is still worse when they continue there. And what 
did she find away from the land of Jehovali? Naomi, which 
mears " pleasant," was her name, but bitterness did she 
find away from her God. Away from His presence, death 
blights her every hope. First, her husband, then her two 
sons died, and she was left. And full well does the back-

„ slider know it is a bitter thing to wander from the Lord. 
Though she had left the Lord, He had not left her; like 

the prodigal, who heard there was bread enough in his 
fathers house, so the report reached Naomi, " how that 
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the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread;" and/ 
like the prodigal, " She went forth out of the place where 
she was." Wondrous indeed is the grace of our God, who 
never forsakes the wanderer, but draws and restores with 
cords of love. Her daughters-in-law arise to come with 
her to the land of Judah. But dwelling in Moab had done 
its sad work in her desolate heart. Instead of leading 
them to Judah's God, she says, " Go, return to your land 
and your gods." She wished them to find rest in the house 
of that husband on which God had written death. 

And such is the influence of every believer, either walk* 
ing in communion with God, and thus pointing souls to 
Christ; or, away from His presence, leading others to a 
world of sin and death. 

The Lord, however, had touched the heart of Euth, and 
she could not go back. And now Naomi, having lost all, 
returns to Bethlehem, and Eu th with her. " The city was 
moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi P And 
she said unto them, Call me not Naomi (pleasant), but 
Mara (bitter): for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty." Should these lines meet the eye of a 
backslider, may I not ask, Is not this your picture—true as 
life? You went out full and now how empty—how deso
late—what a life of bitterness. You remember the days 
when your name was "pleasant;" but what a change! The 
world tempted and promised; but what have you got P 
But do not say the Lord is against you. No, the Lord was 
not against Naomi, though she thought so. No, He hedged 
up her path! but it was to bring her " to Bethlehem, in 
the beginning of barley harvest." She went out in the 
days of famine, and she returns in the beginning of barley 
iiarvesh How little did the prodigal expect the ring, and 
the robe, and the fatted calf! 
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Blessed be the God of all grace, it is always so. However 
far the child may have wandered—however deep the sorrow 
and bitterness in departing,—it is always the beginning of 
the days of barley harvest when he returns. Desolate 
wanderer! The Lord restore thee to the home of His love! 
What blessing awaits thee: and what blessing awaited the 
bitter Naomi. Not only is it the beginning of barley 
harvest, but Boaz, the lord of the harvest, is the near 
kinsman of the desponding Naomi. 

A stranger goes forth to glean in the field. I t is Euth, 
the Moabitess. How like a sinner who first goes forth to 
hear the word of life—to glean a few ears of blessing. As 
a Moabitess, in herself she was an alien from the common-
wealth of Israel; without God, and without hope. But 
something had drawn her from the house of death to the 
field of Boaz. I t is so with the sinner, whose heart the 
Spirit of God has touched. Lost and guilty in himself; a 
stranger to God and peace ; yet he is drawn to the plaee 
where the servants of Christ are reaping the field. And 
Boaz was there, and said unto his servant that was set over 
the reapers, "Whose damsel is this?" The servant tells 
him it is Euth, and what she has done " from morning 
until now." He knew where she had come from, and who 
she was. And full well does the Holy Ghost, who is set 
over the servants of Christ, know who every sinner is, and 
where from, that is brought to Christ. And now Euth 
hears the voice of Boaz: "Hearest thou not, my daughter ? 
Go not to glean in another field; neither go from hence, 
but abide here fast by my maidens." What tender words ! 
He did not drive her from his field as a worthless Moabitess. 
Oh, no! His words speak such a welcome to her stranger, 
desolate heart. Precious picture of Him who would not 
break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. 

"Come unto me," says Jesus, "all ye that labour, and are 
A 2 
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heavy laden; and I will GIVE you REST." HOW blessed a 
fact this is ; that, however vile and guilty, and however 
weak the desire after Him implanted in the heart by Him 
who draws to Jesus, in the presence of Jesus the sinner 
finds what Euth found in the presence of Boaz—a perfect 
welcome. As Euth heard the voice of Boaz, so says Jesus, 
" My sheep hear my voice ; and I know them; and they 
follow me." " Go not to glean in another field/' says Boaz, 
"bu t abide here." And, oh! my young believer, abide 
with Jesus. Go not to seek pleasure in another field. Be 
not enticed to the ball, or the concert, to the world's parties, 
or its false pleasures. Art thou drawn to Jesus ? Cleave 
to Him with purpose of heart. I remember a young person 
in Wiltshire, whose heart the Lord had touched was per
suaded to go to one more ball. She went. She danced. 
And she was taken from that dance, and laid on her 
dying bed. Her so-called friends excluded every person 
who might speak to her saddened heart of the love of 
Jesus. But they could not exclude Jesus. His is a love 
that changes not. I t was learnt from the nurse, that 
before she departed she had peace with God. " "Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ ? " Let, then, the 
thought of His love keep you from gleaning in another 
field. This tender warning is the more needed in our day, 
as so many seem 'to be with Christ one day, and with the 
world the next. 

And Boaz said, " And when thou art athirst, go unto the 
vessels and drink." How like the words of Jesus ! " If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.'* (John 
vii. 37.) The prophet also crying of Him, said, " H o , every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters." (Isa. lv. 1.) And 
in the last words of Jesus, again, we hear, " I will give 
to him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely." (Eev. xxi. 6.) " And let him that is athirst 
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come ; and whosoever will, let him take of the water of 
ife freely." (liev. xxii. 17.) Precious grace ! 

"Then she fell on her face and bowed herself to the 
ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in 
thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, 
seeing I am a stranger ? " 

Yes, it was grace that bowed E,uth to the dust. And is 
it not the grace of God that leadeth thee to repentance ? 
She said, Why have I, a poor Moabitess, found grace in 
thine eyes ? And can my reader say, 

Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter whilst there's room ? 

Oh, why have I , so unworthy, such an outcast—why 
have I found such grace ? I t is all grace, perfect love to 
the guilty sinner—love that came and died for me, the 
Just for the unjust! Yes, when the grace of Boaz was 
known, that grace changed the mind and won the heart 
of Ru th ! and no repentance is true, but that which is 
produced by the knowledge of the grace of G-od in Jesus 
Christ. When the poor sinner is brought really to know 
Him, that self is bowed to the dust—the mind is for ever 
changed—the heart is for ever won. " W e love him 
because he first loved us." What so mighty and irresis
tible as the love of God ? 

And now Boaz comforts the desolate heart of Euth. 
" Thou hast comforted me . . . . thou hast spoken friendly 
unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thy 
handmaidens." My reader may say, I am far from being 
like one of the Lord's people ; but can you say you have 
found a comfort in the Lord's presence that nothing else 
could give you ? Though your heart was sad and desolate, 
did you not find comfort at such a meeting ? or when you 
came to glean at such or such a preaching. Nay, when you 
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felt as if you would sink in despair, did you not find comfort 
in your own closet, when none heard you but the God of all 
grace P You may be afraid to say you are a Christian, But 
are you a gleaner ? Has God pub a thirst for Himself in 
your heart ? Have you found comfort in Him, when none 
jould he!p ? Then take courage. He that hath begun a 
good work in you will carry it on until the day of Christ. 

And Boaz said, " A t meal time come thou hither and eat 
of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar." Oh 
hungry soul, how free is the bread of life ! " Take, eat, this 
is my body, broken for you." Oh what a feast is the table 
of the Lord. How tenderly did Boaz reach her the 
parched corn. " And she did eat, and was sufficed, and 
left." When the King sitteth at His own table, how 
satisfied the soul that feeds on Him. "What unspeakable 
delight when the soul thus feasts for the first time with 
Him. I shall never forget the joy and awe I felt when I 
saw for the first time the table of the Lord, where there 
was none to preside, but Jesus Himself. Wondrously sweet 
is the communion of souls who thus own Him. 

But still Euth is only a gleaner. And Boaz said, "Let 
fall some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave 
them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not / ' Oh! 
bow like the ways of our God. Timid gleaner, have you 
never found handfuls of blessing, dropped on purpose/or 
you ? How suited such a word was to you. What a 
handful you picked up in such a promise. Perhaps you 
did not know how God had ordered all this on purpose 

for you. 
Thus does this beautiful history picture forth, step by 

step, the gracious ways of our God, with many a timid 
soul. The first budding forth of desire after God, in the 
going forth to glean—the finding a little blessing amongst 
the stubble—then the voice of the Shepherd—thirst and 
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the freeness of the water of life—repentance—the fall 
moral bowing down and judgment of self in the presence 
of divine grace—communings with the Lord—the bread 
of life—the Lord Himself—the soul filled with blessing, on 
purpose from the Lord—the gleaning from the word, the 
beating and the eating. What a picture, I say, of the 
drawings of divine love. 

And yet Ruth had not found rest. " Then Naomi, her 
mother-in-law, said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek 
rest for thee, that it may be well with thee ?" This brings 
us to a deeply important and practical part of our subject. 
Many a dear child of God does not get a step beyond this. 
You may have been drawn to Christ—have found Him 
precious—had sweet communion with Him—thirsty, you 
have drunk of the water of life—and hungry, you have 
eaten of the bread of life. You may have enjoyed all the 
comfort and blessing described above; and yet not have 
the knowledge and enjoyment of the true ground of solid 
rest in God. You are happy when enjoying blessing; but 
when trial and temptation come, you doubt whether you 
are really a child of God. " Shall I not seek rest for thee, 
that it may be well with thee P" God now enable me to 
write, and you to see, the true ground of rest. 

The scene now is entirely changed. It is now no longer 
the gleaning and the beating. The Martha character ends 
and the Mary place begins. Ruth is not in the field, but 
at the feet of Boaz, like Mary at the feet of Christ. She 
no longer gleans ears of barley. Boaz himself is her kins- v 

man; and if she got one measure, by hfcr gleaning and 
beating, she now receives six, and is sent away. But six 
is not the perfect number, and still she has not rest. 
However filled my reader's soul may be with blessing, 
mere blessing is not the ground of rest. 

Then said Naomi, " Sit still, my daughter, until thou 
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know bow the matter will fall; for tlie man will not be in 
rest, until he have finished the thing this day." 

I ; is of the first importance to note this, that as Boaz 
thus undertook for Ruth, and could not Himself be in rest 
until he had finished the work he thus undertook, even so 
our adorable Substitute (I speak of all believers) under
took for us, yea, so took our place, that he could not be in 
rest Himself until H e finished the work that gives us rest 
in the presence of God for ever. 

" I t is t rue / ' said Boaz, " that I am thy near kinsman: 
howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I . " " Then went 
Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there, and, behold, 
the kinsman, of whom Boaz spake, came by, unto whom 
he said, Ho, such a one ! turn aside, sit down here. And 
he turned aside and sat down." He also takes ten men of 
the elders of the city and said, " Sit ye down here, and 
they sat down." And lest there should be any after 
misgivings or complainings, he tells the other kinsman the 
whole case of Ruth, and gives him the first and the fullest 
opportunity of redeeming Ruth and her lands. The other 
kinsman can manage well with the land, but cannot pos
sibly either redeem Rutb, or " raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance." "And the kinsman said, I 
cannot redeem for myself, lest 1 mar my own inheritance: 
redeem thou my right to thyself, for I cannot redeem." 

Now there was in olden times a very curious custom in 
Israel, " concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for 
to confirm all things ; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave 
it to his neighbour; and this was a testimony in Israel." 
This was the end of all controversy; the very end of all 
claim by the other kinsman. " Therefore the kinsman said 
unto Boaz, Buy it for thee, so he drew off the shoe." Thus 
the ten men of the city were witnesses, that the claims of 
the other kinsman were ended. He could not redeem. H e 
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could not raise up the name of the dead. He could not 
give rest to poor, desolate Ruth. 

And who is it, and what is it, that has had the first and 
the fullest opportunity of saving and redeeming the poor, 
lost, guilty sinner ? I t is the law. The other kinsman 
could do very well with the land. And most excellent and 
necessary is the law, for God's moral government in the 
world. But can the law, which utterly condemns the sin
ner, can it redeem the sinner ? Impossible ! it can only 
curse him. (Gal. iii. 10.) Can it raise from the dead? 
Never ! that would be to mar its own inheritance, for it is 
the inheritance of the law to kill ; but not to make alive. 
For hundreds of years it had the fullest opportunity of 
saving men, but could it do so ? No. As the ten eldere 
bore witness that the other kinsman could not redeem, so 
the ten commandments bear witness, that, on the principle 
of keeping law, no man can be saved. If my reader were 
perfectly righteous, and continued so, in all things that are 
written in the book of the law to do them, then could it 
give you life ? But is this the case ? Nay, does not each 
of the ten condemn you P Have you not sinned in thought, 
word, and deed ? You may hope to be righteous some day, 
by keeping the law. But is it not written " If righteous
ness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain?" (Gal. 
ii. 21.) How can you then find rest and life in that which 
is the ministration of death? (2 Cor. iii. 7). And if the 
plucking of the shoe proved the ability and claims of the 
other kinsman to be ended, how much more when Jesus 
took the writing of law, and nailed it to His cross P Does 
He not prove both the utter end of all question of the 
law's ability to save, and the utter end of its claim on the 
sinner also ? Oh why, then, would you cling to the other 
kinsman P Why go back to the law, which can never 
redeem the guilty sinner P 
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What the other kinsman could not do, that Boaz did do. 
For he could not be in rest until he had finished the matter. 
The very elders were witnesses, not only that the other 
could not, "But ye are witnesses this day; Ruth, the 
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my 
wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheri
tance." Oh, what a day of gladness for poor Ruth! What 
a perfect work did Boaz finish for her that day—what a 
complete change for her—what perfect rest! No longer the 
poor, sorrowing, outcast Moabitess—no more gleaning and 
beatidg—no more coming and going—no more enjoying 
blessing with Boaz one hour, and away from him desolate 
the next hour. The stranger gleaner is now one with him 
for ever. They two have become one, to part no more. 
Perfect rest! Happy Ruth! the love that redeemed thee 
will never part with thee—nothing shall separate thee from 
his love. Thou hadst nothing to bring to him. Boaz had 
all to give for thee. Thou art purchased to be his wife. 
Nobly did he undertake for Ruth, and nobly did he finish 
the work that day. There was joy that day in the gate of 
Bethlehem. All the people, and the elders in the gate, bore 
witness, with great rejoicings, of the perfect redemption 
of Ruth, and her marriage to the mighty man of wealth. 

Is it not even so ? What the law could not do God has 
done, in the sending of His beloved Son. 

Three things gave Ruth perfect rest. Redemption, 
resurrection, and marriage—union with Boaz. And what 
but these three things, in Christ, does the believer need, 
to give him solid, everlasting rest P 

Let me repeat them—nothing short of redemption, resur
rection, and union with Christ, can give the lost sinner rest. 

Redemption. It is the happy, present, sure privilege 
of all believers to say " We have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to [not our good 



11 

deservings, but] the riches of his grace/ ' (Ephesians i. 7.) 
" Being justified freely by his grace, through the redemp* 
tion that is in Christ Jesus/* (Rom. iii. 24.) " There ia, 
therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.*' Redemption through the death of Jesus on the 
cross is the foundation of everything. Beyond this, the 
other kinsman has no claim whatever. The law could not 
reach beyond the cross: there it was nailed, The death 
of Christ is the very end of the law's utmost possible claim. 
I t cannot go beyond death. And Jesus undertook for us 
just there. He so really took our place in death, and 
became a curse for us, that He could not, like Boaz, be in 
rest Himself until He had finished the work of redemption 
perfectly for us. He did not merely appear to undertake 
for us. I t was a deep reality. " Made sin for us." O h ! 
my reader, ponder this well. Your doings or your feelings 
had nothing to do with this. If you are a believer this 
vast work was undertaken for you, and finished for you, 
without your asking. I t was the love of God. 

After the kinsman had once plucked off his shoe, the case 
of Ruth could never, on his behalf, have a second tr ial ; the 
question was settled for ever. I t was so with the law. It 
was a schoolmaster unto Christ. But though man had a 
fair trial until the cross under law, it could only condemn 
him. " Now we know that whatsoever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law; that every moutb 
may be stopped, and all the world may become guiltj j 
before God." (Rom. iii. 19). And again, the apostle says, ' 
" W e thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead." Oh! let it be remembered, then, that after this, 
the cross, man can never be put on his trial again under the 
other kinsman, law. I t has been once and for ever proved 
that he is only lost and guilty, and the law cannot give 
him redemption, a new life, and rest with God. Any 
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attempt to get back past the cross, and put oneself on trial 
again underthelaw, is sheer madness. " Christ bath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.15 

" For as many as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse/ ' (Gal. iii.) This ends the question. The 
blessed cross is the end of the law, and the beginning and 
foundation of grace—the grand barrier, so that they that 
would pass from one ground to the other cannot. If of my 
works, it is no more God's grace. Let us now pass on to 
BESUBEECTION. 

The death of Jesus, the propitiation for our sins, could 
never have given rest to the guilty sinner without the resur
rection. This is the very point insisted on, where it is writ-
ten, "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins." (ICor. xv. 17). How this marks the deep, 
real responsibility Jesus undertook for us." If perfect re
demption were not made by Him in the giving up his 
precious life, H e could not rise again. If we were still in 
our sins, unredeemed before God, He must remain among 
the dead. If our sins are not purged away, He cannot be 
raised for our justification. He cannot be in rest Himself, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, unless 
He has for ever purged our sins. Now the question is this ; 
Has God raised Him from the dead for our justification or 
not ? Is He raised up on high, and there sat down or not P 
Most assuredly He is. Then this settles for ever the ques
tion of our sins. I t proves beyond all doubt that they are 
put away by the death of Jesus forever. So long as Jesus 
sits above, in that very body which hung on the tree, 
bearing our sins, so long is He our righteousness, and God's 
assurance to our souls, that our sins and iniquities He will 
remember no more. Yes, the resurrection of Jesus, gone 
up on high, is the answer of our conscience before God. 
And far more etill. For irhatever God did to Christ in 
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raising Him from the dead, He hath also done to us in 
Him our substitute. Yea, " God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by 
grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.,, 

So that, just as the condition of Ruth was no longer what 
she was in herself as a poor outcast Moabitess, but what 
she was as the honoured bride of Boaz, so, the condition 
and standing of a believer before God, is no longer what he 
is in himself as a guilty, condemned sinner; and most 
certainly not what he is, or would be, if put on his trial 
again under law. No; these old things are entirely passed 
away, and his condition and standing is entirely of God in 
Christ, the Head of the new creation. Euth had nothing 
to bring to Boaz. But what riches had Boaz for Euth! 
The sinner had nothing to bring to Christ. But what has 
not Christ for the sinner ? Redemption, life, and union. 
Just the three things that Boaz had for Euth. She not 
only needed one to redeem her, but death was written on 
her house. We not only needed redemption, but also life, 
as " death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." 
"We have redemption through His blood. And His resur
rection is our life. Not the old man made alive. I t was 
not the old dead husband of Euth raised again to life, but 
a new husband. Eegeneration is not the old man raised to 
life again, but an entirely new life—the resurrection-life. 
Nor are we put again under the old husband, the law; but 
" ye are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that 
ye should be married to another, even to him that is raised 
from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit to God." 

Surely my reader must see, that when converted, we are 
not married again to the law, that we should bring forth 
sin—that which the law always brings out. No; "We are 
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delivered from the law, being dead to that wherein we 
were held, that we should serve in newness of spirit, and 
not in the oldness of the letter." May God give my reader 
understanding in these things. If we are led of the Spirit 
we are not under the law. 

Why should Euth desire to go to the kinsman, who could 
not redeem her ; and why should the believer desire to go 
back to the law, which could only curse him ? Beware, my 
young Christian reader, for many whom you little suspect 
would seduce you from Christ. Think not that I would teach 
that God has set aside His law. JN"o, as the ten elders bare 
witness of the perfect redemption and union of Ruth to 
Boaz, so the fulfilled law bears witness. Yes, the death of 
Christ for His own is the great fulfilment of the law. The 
law demanded the life of the sinner. Jesus gave His life 
for the sinner, and the law sits in the gate, a fulfilled wit
ness of the righteousness of God—not passsd over slightly 
—no, fulfilled to the utmost. 

I trust my reader now sees, that happy feelings, or the 
consciousness of blessing, cannot form the true ground of 
rest,but perfect redemption through the blood of Christ; that 
the certainty of this is proved by the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead; and, even more than this, that every believre 
is now one with Jesus; that the very expressive figure of 
marriage is used to show this wondrous union. When the 
Emperor married his wife fromEngland, she ceasedto be an 
Englishwoman. She might still have an English nature, 
but her standing became French ; yea, it became what the 
standing of the Emperor was. Her former station ceased. 
and became dead as it were. So with Ruth. She ceased 
to be the poor Moabitess, and became one with the wealthy 
Boaz. I t is so with every believer, the moment God the 
Holy Ghost leads the soul to rest in the finished redemp
tion of Christ; for ever afterwards, the former old standing 
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in guilty self is reckoned to cease—to be dead—and 
marriage is marriage before God. The married woman can 
never again be Miss So-and-so. Is it not equally true that 
the Christian, now made one with Christ, can never return 
to the station and standing of what he is in himself? 
What he is in himself has been judged on the cross, and 
now ceases for ever before (rod. He, like the Empress, 
may still have the old nature; but the old standing of 
condemnation never can be his again. There is not such 
a thing; as it is written, " There is therefore now no con
demnation to them which are in Christ." 

Oh, my reader, if you are a believer, however poor and 
unworthy in yourself, all this is true of you. You have 
redemption through his blood. You have his risen life in 
you. You are one with Christ. Nothing can ever separate 
you. He will not die again and leave you a widow. You 
never can be more united to Him than you are, and there
fore your everlasting rest never can be more sure than it is. 
He has undertaken for you. Who shall lay anything to 
your charge ? "ItisGod that justifieth; who shall condemn? 
I t is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter
cession for us.5' Can you not triumphantly say, " Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ?" (Eom. viii.) 

In conclusion, " If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our 
life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory." (Col. iii. 1—4). 

All is blessed certainty. Eisen with Christ-sat down with 
Him—perfect rest! How couldKuthever doubt the love of 
Boaz ? All the people and the elders were witnesses. Waa 
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it presumption then for to be quite sure ? Impossible! 
How can you doubt, then, my fellow-believer P lie loved 
you and gave Himself for you. You are His and He is 
yours. I t is not presumption. God is witness—the elders 
bear witness—ten thousand times ten thousand bear wit
ness—all creation shall bear witness. "Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain.,, 

Farewell, then, to doubts and fears. No more comings 
and goicgs—no more gleanings and beatings. Farewell to 
the land of Moab—farewell to a deceitful world. Thou 
art one, redeemed sinner, with yonder Christ in glory. 
That home above—that scene of love—is thine for ever. 
There set thy affections. There, poor desolate wanderer, 
is thine everlasting rest, 

C. S. 

G, Mo?*aisn,20, Pdtornoster Square. 
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JOB'S CONVEKSION; 
OB, 

GOD THE JUSTMER. 

THE testimony of the inspired word respecting this man 
of ancient days, Job, is, that he was a genuine man of 
God, " perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and 
eschewed evil." (i. 1.) His substance was very great, for 
God had blessed him with earthly blessings in earthly 
places. It is important to notice this, before Job is put 
in the furnace. The genuineness of his character is a 
settled question, on the testimony of God. 

The testimony of the word is also quite as clear respec
ting every child of God in this dispensation, however tried 
and buffeted he may be. " Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." (Eph. i. 
3.) We are not blessed in earthly places, with a substance 
that may be destroyed; but blessed in the heavenlies in 
Christ. But mark the certainty—hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. " Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time/' (1 Peter, i. 3—6.) Thus 
the blessing of the believer, in these two chapters, Eph. 
i. and 1 Peter i., is in very bright contrast with even the 

• 2 
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"greatest man of the East." Job's inheritance might 
fade away—not so the believer's. 

Before entering, then, on this scene of fierce conflict, let 
the believer be well grounded, on the testimony of God, in 
what is absolutely certain to him. It is most clear by the 
word of God that HE HATH redemption through the 
precious blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of sins. His 
inheritance in the heavenlies could not be made more 
secure to him. For the Lord Jesus, who died for his sin, 
has been raised from the dead, and has gone up on high, 
to take and hold the possession of the heavenly places for 
him. Is it not then as sure to the believer as if he were 
there? That is, could he hold it more securely than Christ 
in glory holds it for him P Ah ! it is a settled question; 
reserved for him in heaven. But it it may be said, Though 
a child of God, may he not fall, so as to lose it after allP 
"No, that is settled too, for those " who are kept by the 
power of God." Thus, trembling believer, does the testi
mony of God's word make all clear and certain to thee. 
God's testimony of Job was, that he was " perfect and 
upright." He fears God and hates evil. And again as 
to the standing of the believer now, how clear the testi
mony : " For by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified." (Heb.x.) "And ye are com
plete in him." (Col. ii. 10.) And is not love to God, love 
of holiness, and hatred of evil, the characteristic of every 
one born of God P (I John iii. 6—10.) Thus did the tes
timony of God settle, at first, the blessing and character 
of Job, and thus now does the testimony of the word settle 
the blessing and character of every child of God. 

The veil of the invisible world, so to speak, is now drawn 
aside. Satan comes amongst the sons of God. He comes 
from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up 
and down in it. This is that great adversary of whom 
Peter tells us, he walketh about aB a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. The Lord, in order to let us see 



5 

what an adversary we have, puts a question to Satan: 
" Hast thou considered my servant Job ?" &c. And Satan 
had considered the case of Job. Ah 1 often when we little 
suspect, Satan may be watching us and considering, with 
all the experience of ages, what temptations may be most 
suited to our particular case. Your door may be shut 
and you may forget, but there may be watching you, with 
the deepest malignity, that real person, that real adversary, 
Satan. He would be no more real if we saw him. God 
hath blessed Job, and that is quite enough to fill the heart 
of Satan with hatred. And now begins the permitted trial 
of Job. There was a needs be. And never are we per
mitted to be sifted by Satan, but there is a needs be. 
With the real child of God, Satan is sure to outwit him
self. God will make all work for the believer's good. 

Who would have thought it possible that Satan could 
have such power, if God had not thus revealed it to us in 
this book. Job's sons and daughters are eating, and drink
ing wine, like the world in this day, little thinking of the 
sudden destruction that awaits them. The oxen were 
ploughing, and the asses feeding beside them—everything 
going on its usual way. Happy-looking world! there 
might be no tempting devil in thee. How quick and how 
well did Satan do his work. The Sabeans fell upon the 
servants and slew them with the sword. One servant alone 
escaped to tell Job. We hear of a dreaded invasion, and 
men talk about the emperor, and the press, and the people ; 
but how few remember the great adversary Satan, the 
" prince of the power of the air/' (Eph. ii. 2,) " the god of 
this world," (2 Cor. iv. 4,) the great mover in the last 
scenes of human wickedness. (Rev. xiii. 4.) It was Satan 
who brought the Sabeans to invade Job. He is a murderer 
from the beginning. And whilst the servant was telling 
him, there came another and said, " The fire of God is 
fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the 
servants, and consumed them, and I only am escaped alone 
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to tell thee." Strange as it may appear, Satan will again 
use this very same power. " And he doeth great wonders, 
so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men." (Eev. xiii. 13.) " And whilst 
he was yet speaking, another servant came and said, The 
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, 
and have carried them away, and slain the servants with 
the edge of the sword, and I only am escaped to tell thee." 
Fearful as all this was, yet still more fearful tidings were 
at hand. " While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating 
and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house; and 
there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote 
the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young 
men, and they are dead, and I only am escaped alone to 
tell thee." Thus, as it were, the battle began with a run
ning discharge of musketry. Oh, what a pang it is to a 
parent's heart when tidings come of the death of. one child; 
but sad as it was to Job, and fearful as was this first part of 
the conflict, Satan's heavy artillery was not yet brought up. 
So far Job held his ground. " The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." 

Again, Satan, the accuser of the brethren, is seen 
amongst the sons of God, accusing Job. He has failed in 
his attack, but he has not given up considering Job, or 
seeking his overthrow. 

God's testimony is repeated. And, ah, it is well if we 
go over again the blessed testimony of the word, betwixt 
each onslaught of the deadly foe. It is in the very epistle, 
Ephesians, which shows us our glorious, secure standing in 
the risen Christ, that we are exhorted to take the whole 
armour of God ; and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, must not be forgotten. " Put on the whole 
armour of God : that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil." It is not with Sabeans, Chaldeans, 
fire and wind, but with wicked spirits in heavenly places 
that we wrestle. 
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hand j only save his life." Very blessed is it to know 
this: our life is hid with Christ in God. Satan may be 
permitted to burn our bodies at the stake, but he cannot 
touch the eternal life—this can never die. It is only to 
depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better. 

" So went Satan forth, from the presence of the Lord, 
and smote Job with sore boils, from the sole of his foot 
unto his crown." Now, as Job's blessings were earthly, 
in contrast to ours, which are heavenly; so his afflictions 
were bodily, in contrast with ours, which are spiritual. So, 
as Satan was permitted to act on the bodily flesh of Job. 
and thus plunge him in the deepest affliction and sorrow 
—poor man, what a picture ! he scraped himself, and sat 
down in the ashes—in like manner, Satan may be per
mitted to act upon our old carnal nature, so that, 
spiritually, we find, from the crown to the sole of the foot 
there is no soundness in us, but wounds and bruises and 
putrifying sores. Ah, it is then that Satan brings up his 
heavy artillery. The first heavy blow that the adversary 
now aims at Job, is through the words of his astonished 
and irritated wife. She said, " Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity ? Curse Grod, and die." How very striking is 
Job's reply. He, no doubt, saw the distress of his wife at 
his own affliction; and, taking the brightest side, he gave 
her credit for meaning better than her words implied— 
and so he said unto her, " Thou speakest as one of the 
foolish women speaker." He does not say, What a fool 
thou art. But, speakest as one. " What! shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil ? 
In all this did not Job sin with his lips.,> Really, was not 
Job a beautiful character P Surely, one of the fairest speci
mens of all the sons of fallen humanity. The Lord had said 
of him, " There is none like him in all the earth." It is 
remarkable, that when the three friends of Job come, 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, we hear no more of Satan. 
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And what better weapons can Satan use, than the words 
of mistaken friends ? To be misjudged and misunderstood 
by those we love; surely this is bitterness. In this respect 
even, what did our blessed Jesus endure, when He came 
to His own, and His own received him not P 

But to return to Job. We may form some idea of the 
bitterness of his anguish, by its effect on his three friends. 
" They sat down with hi™ upon the ground seven days and 
seven nights, and none spake a word to him; for they saw 
that his grief was very great." Such was the grief of Job; 
and such do I take to be a picture of the deep anguish of 
heart of many a true child of God, who, like Job, knowing 
redemption, but not knowing the living, loving, and all-
powerful priesthood of Christ, and finding, it maybe, after 
years of happy enjoyment of Christ, so far as known, that 
the flesh is still BO fearfully corrupt, beholds, it may be in 
one moment, every fond hope of a mended self blighted 
and destroyed. Job could not put a finger on a spot that 
was not a running sore. And the believer, sooner or later, 
must find that there is not a spot in his old self in which 
he can rest. Ah, it is one thing to talk, it is another thing 
to find, that all that I am of the first Adam is withered and 
dead before God. Very blessed, when this is learnt, to 
learn also the bright resurrection-side of sorrowing Job. 

Chapter iii. Job at last opens his mouth, and oh! what 
grief and wormwood, ending with these words, " For the 
thing which I greatly feared id come upon me, and that 
which I w&s afraid of is come unto ine; I was not in safety, 
neither had I rest, neither was I quiet, yet trouble came." 

It may have been just so with my reader. The true 
believer dreads nothing so much as sin, and yet that which 
he most feared, yes, sin—to find sin, sin, sin, and to hate 
it, to fear it, to try hard to be entirely without it, and 
sometimes hope it is all gone, and still to find it turn up 
again, and to find oneself no better, it seems to take away 
all safety-Hio rest, no quiet, but, as it was with Job, 
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trouble comes. I know that, until Job's leseon is learnt, it 
is so with every child of God. Yes, and just in proportion 
to your love of God, and hatred of sin, is the bitterness of 
your sorrow. Has not sin, since conversion, felt so loath-
some P Has it not weighed down your soul until, like as 
Job wished he had never been born, so have not you wished 
almost, that you never had been converted P Ah, you 
might have to sit longer than seven days with your dearest 
friends before you could open your heart. You little ex
pected to find that you were as bad as you find you are. 

And now Satan renews the attack through friend Eli-
phaz. Poisoned arrows are shot through his lips, in chap
ter iv. 3—8. " Thou hast instructed many." It is terrible 
when Satan can thus fix a poor believer's thoughts on 
himself. "What!" says he, "is this youP You, that 
profess so much—you that instruct others—you that are 
looked up to ? Pretty dishonour you will bring upon the 
name of Christ, if all that you are comes oat before the 
world. Your sin is fearful, from the very profession you 
make." Yes and sometimes he would fain persuade the 
trembling soul, that its sin is so aggravated, by being so 
great a professor, that now it cannot be pardoned; and 
then, if that will not do, quick as thought, he gives the 
thrust he gave to Job, " Even as I have seen, they that 
plough iniquity and sow wickedness reap the same." "By 
the blast of God they perish." This is the thin end of 
Satan's great wedge. It is the first insinuation that Job 
is a hypocrite. We shall find this wedge driven, blow 
after blow, as we go on in the book. 

Let the believer beware of Satan's wedge. He may 
insinuate, " Yes, it is all quite true for all those that are 
the Lord's people. Certainly they have redemption through 
the blood of Christ. I do not want you to doubt that. 
But may I not ask," continues Satan, "would you be so bad 
if you were a child of God : are you not a hypocrite, think 
you P" Ah! this is a piece of ground over which, whe* 

B 



10 

the Christian goes, he gets a sore buffeting. But it is 
quite true that they that sow iniquity reap the same. And 
it will yet be true. By the blast of God they perish. But 
then this was misapplied to Job. It would have been 
misapplied to Peter, though he denied his Lord. I t would 
have been right, applied to Judas. He sowed iniquity. 
He sought opportunity to betray his Master. Not so Peter. 
Though in the presence of temptation, be found himself 
utterly without strength. This is just the difference 
betwixt a believer and a hypocrite. Sin is not the be
liever's object: he does not seek opportunities to betray 
Christ, though, like Peter in the presence of temptation, 
he may find himself as weak as water. 

Now, it was this misapplication of truth that Satan so 
used in the speeches of Job's friends. Chap. vi. shows 
that this gave Job a terrible shaking. " He said, Oh, that 
my grief were thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid 
in the balances together! For now would it be heavier 
than the sand of the sea." " For the arrows of the Al
mighty are within me; the poison whereof drinketh up 
my spirit. The terrors of God do set themselves in array 
against me." This was a great mistake. They were the 
arrows of Satan. God was not against Job. If Job had 
but known it, God was for him. 

How great is the distress of soul when Satan can thus 
insinuate that God is against the believer ! How he will 
magnify every trial, every affliction ! " There/' says he, 
" does not that show you are a hypocrite, and that God is 
against youP There now; He will deal with you as your 
sins deserve" Yes : and how ready the unbelieving heart 
is to say, " It must be so. Surely no one felt such despair
ing feelings as I feel. The terrors of God set themselves 
in array against me. I thought I was such a good Chris
tian, but now I find my sins deserve the lowest hell." 
Ah! so deep was the anguish of Job under this temptation, 
that he desired God to destroy him. Whether asleep or 
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awake,he finds no comfort. He finds none that understand his 
case. And thus he sinks in his bitterness, deeper and deeper. 

And when the believer is really passing through these 
deep waters, how few there are that thoroughly understand 
his case ! I only know of one such; I am going to tell 
about him presently. 

Chap. viii. Now, friend Bildad takes his stroke at the 
wedge, to drive it a little farther home. " Can the rush 
grow up without mire P Can the flag grow without water P 
Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it 
withereth before any other herb. So are the paths of all 
that forget God. And the hypocrite's hope shall perish" &c. 
This is all true of the stony-ground hearers ; but not true 
of Job—and not true of the soul that sincerely trusts in 
Christ. The water that is in him is a well of water, 
springing up into everlasting life. " The hypocrite's hope 
shall perish; " but the feeblest sheep of Christ shall never 
perish. But if he looks at his own fancied greenness—at 
his own boasted goodness, this will fade away; and thus 
Satan gets the advantage. There may be much freshness 
of soul at conversion—like the green flag; but beware of 
trusting in this; for very often the reaction is in proportion 
to the exuberance of joy, when the real character of the 
flesh is found out. Then showers of darts are sent—such 
as " Have I deceived myself P" " I do not feel as I did." 
" Perhaps I have no root in Christ/' " The hypocrite's hope 
shall perish." Then, oh, what darkness of soul—what per 
plexity! The eye is off Christ: the heart is listening to 
Satan. The very first question, even that of justification, 
is found to be unsettled. It was just so with Job at the 
close of Bildad's speech. Beware, then, of Bildad's 
stroke on the wedge ! 

Chap. ix. This chapter brings out the state of Job'* 
mind. He says, " I know it is so of a truth. But hour,-
should man be just with God ? " He gets before Ixoa a* 
Judge; and his perplexity is very great. He cannot 
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answer God one in a thousand. " I am afraid of all my 
sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent/1 

Poor Job! He does not know now which way to turn. 
And is not this the case with every believer the moment 
he gets before God as Judge? How can he or you be just 
before God? Would not one sin of a thousand utterly 
condemn you ? Yet this is the desperate struggle of Job, 
and every human heart to be just before God. " If I 
justify myself, my own mouth shall condemn me." How 
does God know that you are innocent? Yery far from 
that. But at conversion you hoped you would then be 
innocent. Has it been so ? Can you look up in the face 
of God as Judge, and say you have been innocent since 
your conversion P Impossible. Then, does not the thought 
of standing before God as Judge make you afraid P Cer
tainly. Job felt it was utterly impossible to stand before 
God as Judge and be found just! and hence he felt his 
deep sense of a mediator or daysman. " For (God) is not 
a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should 
come together in judgment. Neither is there any daysman 
betwixt us that might lay his hand upon us both. Let him 
take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me." 

Chap. x. The thought of God as Judge fills Job with 
confusion. He gets to feel as if God were against him like 
a fierce lion. There is also breaking and humbling before 
God. But all is still darkness—the very shadow of death. 
Whatever was the cause of all this P And much more, 
may I ask, whatever is the cause that many a dear child of 
God should be in this same darkness and uncertainty P Let 
us peruse the book, and we shall yet find out the cause. 

Chap. xi. Job's friend, Zophar, now speaks. He brings 
out the majesty of God; but it is only to crush Job. He 
sees that Job is wrong in seeking to be clean in his own 
eyes ; and in his zeal he says," Oh, that God would speak, 
and open his lips against thee! " But it is not with him 
to show Job how he can possibly be a sinner, and yet be 
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justified. He can tell that if Job were not a sinner, then it 
would be most blessed with him; and that is all that 
Zophar, or mere human light, can do. This is human 
religion. I must try not to be a sinner, and then I shall 
be happy, and God will not be against me. Vain endeavour 
still, you find it, do you not P You are a sinner. How then 
can you stand before a holy JudgeP There is the difficulty. 

Job again makes his reply. He, too, can discourse well 
on the majesty of God in all his ways* But this cannot 
settle the question, How can a man that is a sinner be just 
before GodP A man may be able to discourse well about 
the stars and the stones—he may be learned in all the 
learning of this world—and yet not be able to tell clearly 
how the sinneris justified before God. Thedreadful thought 
still harassed Job, that God was against him. Oh! what can 
be so overwhelming as this fearful thought P To whom 
can you go if God be against you P The sun may shine; 
but, ah ! it is not for you. You may try to flee from sin, 
but Satan pursues you, pressing it harder upon you. Job 
said to God, " Let not thy dread make me afraid/' This 
opens the way for Eliphaz to renew the attack. 

Chap. xv. Eliphaz says, " Yea, thou casteth off fear, 
and restraineth prayer before God." This is still a sore 
temptation of Satan. When the soul is passing through 
darkness, it often seems as if it could not pray—so different 
from what it was. " There now," says Satan, " is not that 
a proof that you are nothing but a wicked person. Surely 
you must be a hypocrite." For the congregation of 
hypocrites shall be desolate, and fire shall consume the 
tabernacles of bribery." " The wicked man travaileth 
with pain all his days." " Dear me," says the believer, 
" that is just as it is with me. I do not enjoy prayer as T 
once did. I am filled with pain/* "Miserable comforters/' 
says Job, "are ye all." And then he becomes still more 
desperate. The thought comes again, God is against me! 
Why, he hath delivered me up. " I was at ease, but he 
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hath broken me asunder: he hath also taken me by the 
neck, and shaken me to pieces, and set me for his mark.11 

" Oh!" says the believer, " how is it that God allows me to 
be thus—how is it ? " And then Satan pours in a volley 
of infidel thoughts, not to be put on paper. 

Again the longing cry for the priesthood of Christ goes 
up from the heart of Job. (Chap. xvi. 21.) " O that one 
might plead for a man with God, as a man for his friend l,f 

" Lay down now; put me in a surety with thee. Who is 
he that will strike hands with me ? " 

Chap, xviii. Bildad again takes his place in the contest, 
He means well, but his words are poisoned arrows. " The 
light of the wicked shall be put out." Yes, every word is 
perfectly true of the wicked; but how crushing to Job! 
Circumstances seemed to favour the charge. " How long," 
says Job, " will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces 
with words ? " " Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 
O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me !" 
Is it not astonishing that he should pass through so much, 
and yet have such clear light on some things P He says, 
(chap. xix. 25,) " For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. And 
though after my shin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God; whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins 
be consumed within me." 

This is truly a bright beam of light in the midst of so 
much darkness and confusion. And there may often be 
much knowledge of redemption and future glory, and 
much blessed, occasional comfort of the Holy Ghost, and 
still the question of justification not clearly settled. And 
note, this does not hinder Zophar again, in his turn, re
doubling the attack. 

Chap. xx. "The triumphing of the wicked is short, and 
the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment." This was a 
hard thrust after a moment's relief. Job is somewhat 
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stirred up, and gives a sharp rebut, by showing that 
sometimes the wicked prosper in this world. Chap. xxii. 
Eliphaz returns to the attack with fury. He says, " Is not 
thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities infinite ?" And 
now he strikes Job in the most tender place. He brings 
false accusations against him. "Thou hast taken a pledge 
from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of 
their clothing. Thou has not given water to the weary 
to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry. 
Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the 
fatherless have been broken." This makes the complaint 
of Job very bitter. " He says, " My stroke is heavier than 
my groaning. Oh that I knew where I might find him I 
that I might come even to his seat! " Again Bildad repeats 
the great difficulty: " How then can man be justified with 
God ? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman P " 
(xxv.) This is no comfort, no help, for Job. 

Job now gives his last speech—his greatest effort to 
justify himself. Yes, this was the needs be of all his trial 
and sorrow. His words are very touching. " Oh that I 
were as in the months past, as I was in the days of my 
youth," &c. It is not, Oh that it were with me, but, Oh 
that I was. How like the mistaken longings of the soul, 
that is being driven from self to Christ. There is a pecu
liar delusive pleasure in being satisfied with oneself. Very 
often after conversion the thought is how much better I 
am now than I once was—how I do now walk in the ways 
of God. Some few are even so far deceived as to think the 
old nature is entirely changed, and that there is not a root 
of sin left in them. But, alas, when the time of temptation 
comes, all this is levelled to the dust* Now, just read 
chap. xxix.—xxxi., and you will say, if any man could 
have justified himself by good works, Job was the man 
There is not a man in all your town that can say as much 
as Job said, and say it truly. As to his kindness to the 
poor, he was the very opposite of the lying charges brought 
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against him. Thus he lets memory recount every good 
act of his life, but all fails to give rest to his troubled spirit. 
I, I, I , I did this, I did not do that. But it is all of no 
use. " Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle 
instead of barley. The words of Job are ended." Not so 
Job, you will speak again, and though your words may 
be few, they will be full of meaning. Now, if Job could 
not be just before God, how can you P Let memory glance 
back along the track of life. What sins before God ?—are 
your words ended?—are you dead beaten P—do you say, I 
cannot tell what to make of it ? Then let E L I H U speak. 

This Elihu is a wonderful person-—the very one that Job 
had desired—the daysman—type of our Great High Priest 
The false charges had brought out the self-righteousness of 
J o b ; and against him was the wrath of Elihu kindled. 
Why ? " Because he justified himself rather than God'9 

You will find the last desperate effort to justify himself 
occupies six chapters. And how many chapters of many 
a Christian's life are also spent in the vain endeavour to 
justify himself instead of owning himself 'a lost sinner, and 
justifying God, in justifying him, though a sinner, con
sistently with His own holiness and glory. This is the 
grand mistake—the cause of all the believer's darkness and 
confusion. Let me put it plainly before you, my reader. 
Have you not been occupied with the thought how you 
could be just before God P Has not the discovery of the 
impossibility of this being done, seeing that you are still a 
sinner, filled you with confusion and doubt P Sometimes 
you may have forgotten yourself and been happy in the love 
of God, when thinking of the work oiyour Redeemer, as 
Job did for a moment. But then, the thought has come, 
With a pang, I am not what I ought to be, and how am I 
JO be P lam not fit to stand before God, the Holy Judge. 
I am not just 1 I t is all in vain to look over six chapters 
of yqur past experience, even if it were as good as Job's. 
And you have tried so often, and been no better for trying 
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that you have lost all heart and all hope of being really 
what you ought to be—of being just before God. 

Now what is all this but your best endeavour to justify 
yourself P God says that you are a sinner. You are doing 
your utmost to prove it is not so; and the discovery that 
you are a real sinner fills you with confusion. I t is most 
certain you cannot stand before God as a Holy Judge, and 
be even innocent, much more just. Of all the millions that 
have trod this earth, only ONE could stand before God 
the Judge; that One was the blessed Lord Jesus. The 
fire of God's holiness might search Him through, and there 
was no sin found in Him. This only One, this Holy One, 
did stand before God the Judge, as the substitute of His 
people. The divine judgment of the Holy God has been 
passed upon Him for our sins. And now God, in divine 
righteousness, is calling poor sinners, NOT TO STAND 

BEFOBE H I M AS THE JUDGE, BUT AS THE JUSTIFIES. Oh, 

blessed, Holy, Holy, Holy God, this makes all the differ
ence ! I cannot stand before Tl\pe and justify myself, but 
Thou canst, Thou hast justified me, through the precious 
bloodof Jesus. Oh,what a homeis Thypresence nowfor me. 

We shall find this the burthen of Elihu's message. I t 
is remarkable, that the moment Elihu spake, Satan is 
silenced in Job's three friends. " They were amazed; they 
answered no more; they left off speaking/' Oh, that the 
tried and buffeted believer would also remember the 
words that are written for his comfort. " My little child
ren, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And 
if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ, the righteous, and He is the propitiation for 
our sins." (1 John ii. 1.) Now, if these three men were 
amazed, that Elihu should stand up the advocate for Job, 
how amazed must Satan be when, after long tempting the 
child of God, he succeeds, in some unwatchful moment, to 
entangle him in sin. Straight he goes to accuse him before 
God. Yes, how amazed he must be to find in the high 
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court of heaven that that unworthy Christian has for his 
advocate the Righteous One, who pleads His own blood. 
They opened not their mouths ; and the very mention of 
the blood of Jesus stops the mouth of the accuser of the 
brethren." " They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb." (Rev. xii. 11.) Believer, do think of this. Your 
utmost efforts to justify yours elf canneverstop the mouth of 
theaccuser—it can only bestoppedby the bloodof theLamb, 

Elihu was for Job; but he was not for his self-righleous-
ness. Against this was he wroth. When the blessed 
Jesus walked this earth, against nothing was He so wroth 
as against self-righteous Pharisaism. At this He was 
filled with indignation. You may have been deeply grieved 
that you could not be ^/-righteous, so as to justify your
self. The very attempt has grieved Him more. But 
though Elihu was so grieved at Job's great mistake,yet, oh! 
how his heart yearned over Mm. He says, " Behold my 
belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst 
like new bottles. I will speak, that I may be refreshed." 

Fellow-believer, high above yonder thrones and domi
nions, in that bright glory, there is a man whose tender 
human heart yearns for thee and me. Oh, brightness of 
the Father's Glory! didst thou not take my nature for the 
very purpose of being a merciful, faithful, tender, loving 
High Priest P Thou art in the presence of God for us ! 
Thine heart is refreshed in speaking for poor, unworthy 
me. Thy love is never, no never, weary of me. Oh! 
wondrous, sweet, divine love. Lord, let it fill the heart 
of the writer and reader! 

And now Elihu opens his mouth to address Job. He 
says, " My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart," 
&c. What a delightful change, when, wearied out with 
trying to find righteousness in myself, the Spirit of God 
sets before me the Lord my righteousness in heaven, 

The object of the deep-felt need of Job was found in 
Elihu. " The Spirit of God hath made me Behold, I 
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am according to thy wish in God's stead; I also am 
formed out of the clay. Behold, my terror shall not makt 
thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee." 

What a striking illustration this is of the real humanity 
of our blessed substitute, the Lord of Glory. He was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, yet born of a woman. The 
Mediator or daysman betwixt God and man, the Man 
Christ Jesus. Is it not most blessed that God has thus 
been manifested to us in the flesh P His terror does not 
now make us afraid. Look at Him in the midst of poor, 
guilty sinners,—the woman of Samaria, the sinner of the 
city, the dying thief. Oh! may we not come with confi
dence to such an one P 

Elihu rebukes Job for his desperate attempt at self-
righteousness : and, then, for the dreadful thought that 
God was against him: and then says, " Behold this, thou 
art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than 
man; why dost thou strive against Sim ! " How simple 
the question of the believer's conflict is when this light is 
thrown upon it. Thou art not just—thou art guilty—is 
the fact, the sentence of God's word. There is no differ
ence, for all have sinned. As a sinner, thou art judged in 
the death of Jesus ; and as a judged, condemned, dead 
sinner, by that death reckoned dead, and set aside for ever. 
Thou, as a son of Adam, never canst be just, and thus every 
attempt to set up old self, old guilty self, in any way, is 
simply striving against God. God is not against thee, but 
God is against this attempt to justify thyself. And I will 
answer thee, God is too strong for thee. All must be in 
confusion whilst thou strivest against God. I have just 
been told an anecdote, that shows this very strikingly.— 
A dear old Christian, living here, was sorely tried before 
his death. All the past sins of his life were set before him 
in such distinctness, and the sense of guilt and shame was 
so overwhelming, that he almost sunk in despair. At last, 
Job's lesson was learnt. He said, " I see now; if I had 
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only been a little better man, it would have proved my dam
nation. If there had been anything in which I could have 
rested for my salvation, I should have done so, and perished 
in my delusion. But now it is only the blood of Christ." 
Such, with every child of God, is the desperate striving of 
the human heart against God. Job's lesson must be learnt. 
Man's purpose is to justify himself in some way. It may 
be by keeping the law, or it may be his mixing up the 
righteousness of Christ with his own, in meeting the claims 
of law, and so making out his case just before God. No 
matter how, every attempt to justify myself before God is 
striving against God. I t is trying to set up my old Adam-
nature, which God has put down, and buried for ever. 
" When God opens the ears of men, that he may withdraw 
man from his purpose, and hide pride from man," then 
must he pass through this sore pain and affliction. I t may 
be through some fall that all self-trust is blighted. Per
haps no believer ever really learns Phil. iii. without some 
fall. Ah, it is no easy matter to count all the things of 
my religious self loss and dung—to have no confidence in 
the flesh—to be found only in Christ. 

God's purpose is shown, by Elihu, to be Job's full deli
verance. And this is his purpose in permitting all the 
buffeting and conflict through which the believer ever 
passes. Yes, when he comes to the last sinking point, theni 
" If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one 
among a thousand, to show unto man His uprightness, then 
he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going 
down to the pit, I have found a ransom" (or an atonement). 

What a mercy it is that we have a true Messenger from 
heaven, a true Interpreter from God, to show His up
rightness. The Holy Ghost, sent down from heaven, is 
the wonderful interpreter of God's purpose in the cross of 
Christ. In the good npws He has brought is the righ
teousness of God revealed. Yes, it His blessed work to 
show the uprightness of God—the righteousness of God 
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in justifying the sinner—that God is, as has been said by 
another, " consistent with Himself, with His holiness," in 
being gracious to the poor, guilty sinner. How can God 
say, " Deliver him from going down to the pit P " Is he 
just P Oh, no ! Is he innocent P Oh, no! Does he not 
deserve to go down to the pit P Oh, yes! Then how 
can God be just in sparing himP " I HAVE FOUND A 

RANSOM ;" or, as the margin reads, " atonement." 
Man is guilty. He has no righteousness. But God has 

found a ransom. This alters everything, and interprets 
everything,—I am no longer a trembling sinner before 
God as my Judge, but before God as my Justifier. God 
has found a ransom, a propitiation, in the blood of Jesus, 
for the very purpose of setting forth His righteousness, in 
freely justifying me by His grace, through the redemp
tion that is in Christ Jesus. Four times is this shown 
to be the very righteousness of God, in Eom. iii. 21—26. 
Mark, it is not that I, as a son of Adam, am just or 
righteous. Tliat never can be. 

Chaps, v., vi., vii. show that I am dead, through the 
death of Christ, and buried. And my justified state is 
entirely in the risen Christ. Christ did not die for the 
just, but for the unjust, to bring them to God. 

ISTow, my reader, whereabouts are youP Striving 
against God, trying to be just in yourself before Him, as 
your Judge P If so, is there any wonder that your soul 
should be sorely vexed with confusion and darkness P Or 
are you resting entirely on the value of that atoning blood, 
that ransom-price, which makes God just in being your 
Justifier ? Ah ! whenever your soul is cast down with a 
single doubt, depend upon it, you may say, " There, I am 
trying again to justify myself, instead of rejoicing in God 
my Justifier." If God is your Judge, you cannot be saved. 
If God is your Justifier, you cannot be lost. " Who shall 
lay anything to the charge of God's elect P It is God that 
justifieth j who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that 
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died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" 

I t is not you who found the ransom; God found it. 
Satan may tell Him of all your sins, and especially of 
your deep ingratitude and failure since you were a child 
of God. God's reply is, " I have found a ransom." 

Surely, then, this must give perfect deliverance—God 
my Justifier—Jesus my Advocate. Oh ! what freshness 
of soul this gives. " His flesh shall be fresher than a 
child's; he shall return to the days of his youth." I t is 
no longer now, " Oh! that I was as in months past." J is 
now done with. I t is no longer I , but Christ in me ; no 
more wretched striving to justify I—old me. Ah, no ! but 
my soul filled with freshness in contemplating God's ran
som, and God's perfection in justifying me by that ransom. 
How sweet is prayer now with God. " He shall pray unto 
God, and he will be favourable unto hi™ ; and he shall see 
his face with joy ; for he shall render unto man his right
eousness/' Very wonderful! Man, who has no righteous
ness of his own, has now the righteousness of God rendered 
unto him. I t is " upon all them that believe." (Rom. iii.) 
What a blessing—Christ is made righteousness to be
lievers—they are the righteousness of God in Him ; and, 
above all, as it were, our justification in the risen Christ 
is the very righteousness of God. And nothing stays the 
full outflow of all this blessing and enjoyment, but the 
striving to be righteous in self. Only confess the real 
truth, for " He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have 
sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited 
me not, he will deliver his soul from going into the pit, 
and his life shall see the light/ ' 

" How very simple this verse is," some one of my 
readers may say. " I begin to see plainly that I never was 
a Christian at all. My religion has been nothing else but 
trusting in self." Well, mark those words, " If any say, I 
have sinned." Is this the language of your heart now P 
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Can you cast yourself at the feet of Christ a confessed 
sinner P You may take that place without any fear of 
being a hypocrite. In owning what you are, as a sinner, 
before God, there is no fear of deceiving yourself, much 
more of deceiving God. If this is your confessed state, 
God shall deliver your soul from going into the pit, and 
you shall be enlightened with the light of the living. Rest 
not satisfied until you are assured " God has justified you 
freely through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus/' 
It is indeed a great thing for God to say in this passage ; 
yet it must be true, it is the word of God. Not one, then, 
shall ever be found in the pit who has been brought to 
God as a lost sinner. " He will deliver his soul from 
going into the pit, and his life shall see the light/' How 
important, then, is the question, Have you been thus 
brought in real confession before God P It is not, If any 
have served me, or If any have not sinned. It is, If any 
have sinned. " If any say, I have sinned/' Now, my 
reader, God marks your thoughts at this moment. What 
say you to God P Can you say, I have sinned P 

Elihu says, " If thou hast anything to say, answer me; 
speak, for I desire to justify thee." Now, surely it is a 
wondrous fact, that God's very object, Sis desire, His 
purpose, in sending His beloved Son into this world, 
was to justify ungodly sinners. Let, then, the anxious, 
awakened sinner know this, that, in coming to Him, He 
is most ready, yea, desires to justify. Yea, the moment 
you believe on Him who raised up Jesus from the dead 
for our justification, that moment you are justified from 
all things. (See Acts xiii. 38 ; Eom. iv. 24 to v. 1.) 

Elihu now speaks to them that have an ear to hear. He 
shows in what Job had so grievously erred. First, in 
saying, "Jam righteous ; " and then for saying it was no 
use serving God. Thus self-righteousness is shown to lead 
to infidelity and the deepest spiritual wickedness. God 
is then shown to be just in all His ways. Whether man 
perceives it or not, there is needs be for every act of God 
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and every permission of God, both in His dealings with a 
nation or with a man. " For his eyes are upon the ways 
of man, and he seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, 
nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may 
hide themselves." Whatever, then, may be God's provi
dence with the world, or discipline with His own children, 
be it chastisement or even removal by death (1 Cor xi. 
30, 31), all His ways are in righteousness and truth. 

Chap. xxxv. Elihu applies all this to Job himself; and 
then proceeds to justify God. " To speak on God's behalf, 
to ascribe righteousness to Him." Yes, it is very striking 
how the work of Elihu is to justify God. This reminds us 
of the words of Jesus : " O, righteous Father, the world 
hath not known thee ; but I have known thee! " The 
great business of Jesus, the Son, was, by His death, to 
glorify the Father in justifying the ungodly. I t is all-
important for the soul really to understand this : that God 
is perfectly righteous in justifying the ungodly by the 
blood of Jesus. And that, being thus justified, they are 
looked at as righteous in the risen Christ. He never takes 
His eyes off them in Christ. " He withdraweth not his 
eyes from the righteous; but with kings are they on the 
throne ; yea, he doth establish them for ever, and they are 
exalted." (Chap, xxxvi. 7.) Certainly, it must be so. If 
when God once sees the poor, guilty sinner righteous in 
Christ, and He never takes His eyes off him thus in 
Christ, then he must be established for ever; for Christ is 
established for ever. If Christ is exalted for ever, then 
the believer in Him is exalted for ever. I may get my 
eye off Christ, my living righteousness before God, and 
get looking at what I am. God will never do this. My 
fellow-believer, does not this make your heart leap for joy 
—at this moment GOD SEES YOU BIGHTEOTTS IN CHRIST 

—ESTABLISHED FOB EVEB. You say, " I t is very strange, 
then, that I should pass through so much sorrow and 
affliction—so bound in fetters and held in cords." Ah 1 
Job's lesson is not yet learnt. 
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The next few verses bring out God's purpose in discipline. 

" And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords 
of affliction, then he showeth them their work, and their 
transgressions that they have exceeded. He openeth also 
their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return 
from iniquity, If they obey and serve him, they shall 
spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures: 
but if they obey not, they shall pass away, and they shall 
die without knowledge." It is most important not to 
confound the believer's standing and salvation in Christ, 
with his walk and discipline at the hands of his Father. 
As to his standing in Christ, as we have seen, it is estab
lished for ever. To make that depend, in the least, on his 
works would be to deny the grace of God. But how much 
does depend on his walk with God. Not earthly prosperity 
—not worldly pleasures. The nearer we walk with God, 
the less we shall have of these. Witness the Apostle Paul, 
and all who will live godly in this present evil world. 

But who can tell how much our spiritual prosperity-
how much the enjoyment of heavenly pleasures—depends 
on a close walk with God. Certainly the question is put 
very strongly here,- but it is God's word. His blessed 
purpose in all our afflictions—in all Sis discipline and 
chastening, is, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 
Oh ! think what he has made lis in Christ, and then say, 
" Though I have been afflicted, was there not a cause P" 
Ah! there was a tampering with some iniquity. And if 
God had not come in by chastening, might we not have 
gone on until He must have removed us by death. "Whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth." (Heb. xii. 5—9.) 

Oh! who can tell, my fellow-believer, the blessed results 
of an entire surrender to God ? What a shame for the 
believer t6 serve the world, the flesh, or the devil. Oh! 
the power of that word, "And that he died for all, that 
they thatlive should not HENCEFOBTti: liveuntothemselves, 
but unto him which died for them and rose again." (2 Cor. 
v. 14,15.) May that trord henceforth go to your very 
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heart! What is to be the henceforth of your life and 
mine P Oh! think of the love and claims o£ Christ. 
Would you have days of spiritual prosperity, and years of 
heavenly pleasures P Then let go everything inconsistent 
with a world-rejected, but heaven-glorified, Christ. Seek 
whole-hearted, obedient service to Him, in simple depen
dence on the Holy Spirit, having no confidence in the 
flesh: I am persuaded it is of vast importance that you 
should at once seek real nearness of walk with God. You 
have sinned, and the fetters and cords made you cry out. 
And remember, the believer cannot touch sin without great 
bitterness of soul. Well, God uses that very bitterness in 
restoring the soul of the failing saint. " But the hypocrites 
in heart heap up wrath : they cry not when he bindeth 
them: they die in youth, and their life is among the 
unclean." (Ver. 13.) You say, "If I were a child of God, 
surely I should not have all this trouble and bitterness." 
This word shows you, if you were not a real child of God, 
but an hypocrite in heart, you would not have all this bitter
ness, but you would go on in sin until you perished for ever. 

The remaining part of Elihu's speech is to bring out the 
majesty of God, and to show man's entire dependence on 
Him. Then Jehovah, the Lord Himself, speaks to Job. 
Thus we have the order of the book:—Job—God's testi
mony of him—Satan accusing and opposing, through Job's 
friends—then Elihu the daysman—then God Himself. 
Thus we have the man of God—Satan against him—Christ 
the High Priest for him—then God. 

Now mark the effect of Job's being thus before the Lord 
Himself. Astonished that he finds himself contending 
with the Almighty, he then "answered the Lord and 
said, Behold I am vile: what shall I answer thee P I will 
lay mine hand upon my mouth." He had said His words 
were ended, and now he says he will proceed no further. 
Oh yes, Job will proceed a little further yet. There is in 
this confession the owning of what he is—vile. But in the 
second confession he will go much further than this. 
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What a solemn word to Job was this, " Wilt thou also 
disannul my judgments P Wilt thou condemn me, that 
thou mayest be righteous ?" I will illustrate this. Sup
pose an ironfounder, employing a number of hands, has 
in his yard two heaps of metal; the one is utterly bad, 
good for nothing, and every attempt to use it is a waste of 
time, for no perfect article can be made of it ,• the other 
heap is exactly suited for the casting required. Now the 
master has a perfect knowledge of both these two heaps, 
and he tells the men the worthlessness of the one and the 
suitability of the other. They will not believe him, but 
go on trying to get a sound casting from the bad heap* 
Would not this be contending against the master? Or take 
another : A large farmer tells his men, who are about to 
sow his fields, that such a heap of seed is thoroughly bad, 
that there is not a germ of life in it, but that the seed 
in the other garner is sure to bring forth a good crop. 
Well, they will not believe him. They sow the bad seed, 
and when the summer comes there is nothing but weeds. 
Well, say they, we must till the land better; we must try 
again. Try again! would not this be striving against the 
farmer P After this manner God has told us, most plainly, 
that man is a lost, guilty, heap of sin, and that on the 
principle of keeping the law he never can be just; and on 
the other hand, that the blood of Jesus does justify every 
ungodly sinner that believeth on Him. (See Kom. iii. 19, 
25; Gal. ii. 21; iii. 10.) Now, suppose a man does not 
believe God about this, but tries to justify himself by 
keeping the law, or preaches justification to others by 
trying to keep the law; does not God say to that man, 
" Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous?" 
Oh ! it is a terrible thing to fight against God. If this 
should meet the eye of a law preacher for salvation, I tell 
thee, Thou art afighter against God—a persecutor of Christ. 
I saw a letter yesterday, from one vested in human autho
rity, threatening to excommunicate, from what he called 
the church, a person, because she had been converted from 
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the law-keeping religion of the old man, to the perfect and 
everlasting salvation in Christ. Just think of a threaten
ing letter from a professed pastor, because a poor sinner had 
found settled peace in Christ. May God, who revealed 
Jesus to the mad persecuting Saul, reveal Christ to this 
poor, deceived striver against God. But it is not only the 
ministers of Satan who are trying to keep souls from Christ, 
and telling men that there is yet something in the old, 
bad heap of humanity—that it may yet be moulded and 
cast perfect—but God's testimony as to man's utter ruin in 
Adam, and the only redemption in Christ Jesus for lost 
sinners is so little understood even by the real children of 
God, that they spend most of their lives in trying to make 
the bad seed grow; that is, to find righteousness in them
selves—that they are constantly finding, instead of fruit f 

nothing but weeds. Surely it must be so, so long as we 
try to be righteous in that which God has pronounced 
guilty. God grant that we may try no longer to be 
righteous in self; but, rejoicing in the righteousness of 
God, may we now walk in the power of the new life. God 
now shows to Job, under the figure of leviathan, that the 
power of Satan is too great for him. What a terrible one 
this king over all the children of pride is. This world has 
rejected the King of Righteousness and preferred the hor
rible slavery of Satan. But what could be God's object in 
thus describing the power of the adversary ? Surely it 
was to lead Job into entire dependence on himself. " I 
know," says Job, " that thou canst do everything/' Now 
what a relief this is. The believer looked at in himself has 
no power to overcome Satan. Man failed before him when 
innocent; much less then, now he is fallen, is he able to 
stand. I t was independence of God that opened the door 
for Satan at first; and it is simple dependence on God 
alone can shut it. May God give us a deep sense of 
dependence on Himself. I t is very gracious of God telling 
us what the power of the enemy is, that we may know 
that our only resource is in a firm trust in Himself. " I can 
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do all things/1 says Paul. " through Christ Jesus." " My 
grace/' says Jesus, " is sufficient for thee." And now Job's 
lesson is learnt. He goes a little further—he says, " I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine eye 
seeth thee: wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and 
ashes." 

What was Job's repentance P Was it a change of mind 
from paths of drunkenness and uncleanness? Was he 
deeply sorry for a life of open sin and immorality P Oh, no! 
this was not Job's case at all. He was a true man of God; 
and had spent one of the most moral and upright lives on 
record. Like Paul, as touching his life among men, he had 
a blameless life, such as not one in ten thousand can speak 
of. Then of what did he repent P He repented of this : 
—his striving to establish his own righteousness. God was 
now revealed to him, and he abhorred himself—himself! 
Does my reader abhor himself?—all that exalts himself 
all the religion that tries to make himself just before God 
as judge P I say, Do you abhor all that would set up man, 
as a son of AdamP And especially, do you hate this,because 
it would rob Christ of His excellency P Have you learnt 
that all this is striving against God, and, therefore, most 
hateful P The apostle had learnt this—yes, he had learnt 
JoVs lesson, and felt deeply Job's repentance. He could 
look back at his whole religious life, at his zeal, and his 
blameless life as a Jew—a Pharisee, and whatever exalted 
Paul, he could trample under foot. He says, " Touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea, doubtless, and I co ant all things but loss for the excel
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of thelaw, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith; that I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection/9 &c. (Phil. iii. 1—11.) What a 
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complete conversion this is from the religion of self, to the 
righteousness of God. Has my reader thus done with self? 
Do you see such excellency in Christ, that you can say with 
Job, "Now mine eye seeth thee, wherefore I abhor 
myself P" I say, have you really been turned from the 
religious strivings of the old man against God P 

What a change was this for Job, when the lesson was 
learnt, that there was nothing in himself but vileness. 
" And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he 
prayed for his friends : also, the Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before." If he had lost seven thousand 
sheep, now he has fourteen thousand; and so of the camels, 
and oxen, and asses. And surely the believer has got twice 
as much by Christ, in resurrection, as he lost by Adam in 
death. Human innocence is lost through sin. Divine 
righteousness is won in Christ through grace. An earthly 
garden of delight is lost. Heaven's eternal joy is found. 
In a word, J is lost; Christ is found. I am dead; Christ 
lives. I am buried ; Christ is risen. I could never be just 
before God; Christ is my righteousness, and God my justi-
fier. What a calm, after such a storm. What divine 
comfort, after such bitter sorrow. Ah, what settled peace 
this gives to the soul—to give up all strivings and preten
sions to be just in myself, and to know I have perfect 
justification and righteousness in Christ risen from the 
dead. Shall I not justify God in the glorious redemption 
He hath wrought P The more I am occupied with God's 
wondrous plan of justifying me, a poor sinner, the more 
will my soul be filled with joy in God. Beware, then, of 
every effort to set up man in the flesh—Death is written 
upon it all. Henceforth may we know the joy and power 
of our resurrection-standing, so entirely in Christ. For 
whilst in Adam man is utterly lost in sin, and has no power 
for righteousness; and whilst the law only brought out 
transgressions, and pronounced a curse on man; yet now, 
the believer is not only in the risen Christ, entirely without 
ain and condemnation, but, being risen with Christ, and 
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having the Spirit of God, he has now power, even the power 
of resurrection, and of the Spirit of God, against all sin. 

Thus, if Job lost his sons and his daughters in death, 
he now receives them, as it were, in resurrection. Their 
very names are full of meaning. He called the name of 
the first, Jemima; which means, handsome as the day. 
The name of the second was Kezia; which is, Cassia— 
one of the sweet perfumes of the sanctuary. And the 
name of the third, Karen-happuch, means, child of beauty. 
" And in all the land were no women found so fair as the 
daughters of Job." 

Sin has indeed marred all that was so beautiful, so fair, 
in that old creation, of which Adam was the head. But, 
oh! how shall I speak of the risen Christ, Head of the 
new creation P Fairest often thousand thou ! Thy beauty, 
Lord, and glory! ah, how spotless, fair! How holy, 
precious, divinely sweet! The perfume of thy name is as 
ointment poured forth! And have I so long vainly sought 
to find perfection in the Adam-flesh ? Oh, let death pass 
upon it all; yea, have it all—all that I am, with sin so 
foul! I gaze upon thee, Lord of resurrection, and abhor 
myself! And is all that thou art, mine P Thy beauty and 
thy glory—the perfume of thy holy person, all mine ? Is 
all this the portion of every sinner saved by thee P Ah, 
this is conversion! To let go all I am in death, and now 
to stand for ever in the everlasting bloom, the freshness, 
the sweetness, the fair beauty of thee, my risen Lord! 

May God bless the henceforth of your life, my reader, 
as He blessed the latter end of Job! Abhorring all that 
is of self, with your eye fixed on Jesus, may your soul 
repose in God your justifier; and thus your peace shall 
flow like a river. Gazing in the face of the adorable 
Jesus, may your path be brighter and brighter unto the 
perfect day. C. S. 

London: G. MOERISH, 20, Paternoster Square, E.C. 





THE COMING OF THE LORD. 
THE TAKING UP OF THE CHURCH. 

THE JUDGMENTS THAT WILL FOLLOW 

AND THEN THE MILLENNIUM. 

WITH ILLUSTRATIVE DIAGRAM. 

I. This line is intended to represent the past history of 
Israel, up to the coming and rejection of the Lord Jesus. 

C. This circle represents the present period, during 
which the Church of God is being gathered out of the 
world. 

M. This circle represents the period of the millennium, 
or kingdom. 

W. This short line, the period of judgment, betwixt this 
present period of grace and the millennium. 

S. This short line, the letting loose of Satan again, after 
the thousand years. 

E. This beginning of a circle points to the eternal state. 
A. This upright line indicates the ascension of our 

blessed Lord to heaven, at the commencement of this 
period. 
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T. This line shows the taking of the Church to meet 
Christ in the air, which closes this period. 

E . This line shows the glorious appearing, or revelation, 
or corning of Christ to this earth. 

Question. Why have you omitted to draw the line 
through the circle c ? 

Ansiver. The line I, w, M, S, shows the history of 
Israel, which is broken off during this period (c). 

Q. Well, now, you make two circles c and M. You say 
one represents the period of taking out the Church, or the 
present gospel period; and the other circle (M) you say 
represents the period of the kingdom set up on the earth •, 
for my part, I thought both had been one and the same-
What scripture proof have you of the distinction of these 
two periods ? 

A. That is a very fair question. Will you turn to 
Luke xxi. 24, 27. You will notice in this passage, that 
all through the times of the Gentiles, or this period, Jerusa
lem is trodden down under foot, from its destruction right 
through the period c ; and this brings us to the short 
period w, the distress of all nations; and then the Son 
of man is seen coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory, which event begins the period M, or the millennium. 
Now, contrast this with Isa. ii. 1, 4, you will notice thi& 
is what the prophet saw concerning this very same Jeru
salem. Eead, also, xi. 1-12. Now, here we learn, that 
after the earth is smitten, and the wicked one slain, which 
does not take place during the period of grace (c), but dur* 
ing the short space of judgment (w), then this very Jerusa^ 
lem becomes the metropolis of the whole earth. Thus the 
contrast is very striking. During this period (c) Jerusa
lem is trodden under foot, and the Jews scattered amongst 
all nations; whilst during the period of the kingdom, 
Jerusalem is exalted above all cities, and the Jews gathered 
from all nations. Again, during this period (c), the earth 
is full of wickedness. Luke xvii. 26-30 ; 2 Thess. ii. 7 - 1 1 ; 
1 Tim. iv. 1 ; 2 Tim. iii. 1-5. But in the period to come 
(M), " The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." Now a few are taken out of 
all nations (Acts xv. 14), then all nations shall bear the 
name of the Lord (ver. 17) ; now all nations reject Christ, 
then all nations shall come up to worship Him at Jerusa
lem (Luke xix. 12, 14; Zech. xiv. 16); now Satan is the 
" god of this world;" then shall he be cast out, and " the 
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•Lord shall be king over all the earth." (Eph. ii. 2 ; 2 Cor. 
iv. 4 ; Zech. xiv. 9.) Perhaps the contrast could not be put 
in a stronger light than it is in Romans viii. During this 
period (c) the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain and bondage, waiting for the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. Will not this be a wondrous change ? 

Q. Well, I had no idea that there was so much Scripture 
to show such a distinction. I t must be very important 
rightly to understand what period Scripture refers to. 
Is it not? 

A. Indeed it i s ; and where the dispensations are iiot 
understood, all must be sad confusion. I would point out 
one instance ; the beautiful passage in Isaiah lxi. 1, 2, both 
periods, and the day of vengeance betwixt them, are in 
this verse. " To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord 
(c), and the day of vengeance of our God (w); to comfort 
all that mourn" (M) ; and to the end of the chapter the 
prophet describes the millennial kingdom. If you com
pare this with Luke iv. 17, you will find the Lord shut the 
book in the middle of this verse. So far the Scripture 
was fulfilled. Little did those think, who heard Him, 
that before the book of wrath and vengeance should be 
opened (Rev. v., vi. to xix.), this long period of more than 
1800 years, of grace, should intervene. Yes, this long 
period lay hid in the middle of that verse. 

Q. Will you now tell me what you mean by the line A ? 
A. I must just remind you that the line i points out 

the history of Israel or the Jews, up to the birth, and 
death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
line A, then, shows His ascension to heaven. 

Q. Does the Scripture connect that event at all with 
His coming again ? 

A. Yes, it does very strikingly, to show two things— 
that He will come in person, and that He will come at the 
commencement of the period M, the millennium. 

Q. I never knew that—where is it, pray ? 
A. That He will come in person is very clear from Acts 

i. 10, 11. " This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven," &c. And WHEN is quite as plain 
from Acts iii. 21, "Whom the heaven must receive UNTIL 
the times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, since the 
world began." Nothing, then, is more certain than that 
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at the beginning oi the period (M), or times of restitution, 
Christ will come again in person. 

Q. This seems very plain; but why do you make the 
line A before the circle c ? 

A. Because the Church did not exist before Christ 
ascended up to heaven. 

Q. Indeed ! Why what was there, then, beiore ? 
A. First, saved individuals, as Abel, Enoch, Job, &c, 

and then a nation in the flesh—the Jews—called of God, 
and on their part professing to be keepers of His law. 
And this continued until they murdered the Son of God* 
Thus, the cross abolished Judaism, and put an end to 
all man's pretensions to stand before God on the ground 
of works. Thus, when Christ had ascended up to heaven, 
the Holy Ghost came down on the day of Pentecost. 
All was then changed. Jesus in heaven proved the 
mighty work of redemption was finished. God is just, and 
the justifier of him that believeth. (Kom. iii. 19-28; 
2 Cor. iii. 13, 14; Col. ii. 11, 17.) 

Q. I had not thought how very great the change must 
be from Judaism to Christianity; and still I do not think 
I quite know what you mean by the Church. Will you 
explain a little more fully what you mean, and tell me, 
what is the difference betwixt the Church and all the saved 
before Pentecost, and the saved after the Church is taken 
from this earth, to meet Christ in the air? 

A. There are two terms used in Scripture to describe the 
Church, which cannot be applied either to the saved before 
or after the Church. The first is, " the body" and the other 
is, " the bride of Christ." You will find much about the 
first in 1 Cor. xii. 12, 27. Is not this very wonderful, 
that all saved persons now are not left as before, as sepa
rated saved persons, or even as distinct societies of saved 
persons ? But all saved persons now, by the Holy Ghost, 
form ONE BODY. And more, this body, a heavenly body,. 
because joined to Christ the head in heaven—risen with 
Him. (Eph. i. 22, 23; ii. 4-6.) To show how very distinct 
this is from Israel, or anything before, this wondroua 
mystery was not even made known in the past ages. 
(Eph. iii. 4 ,10; iv. 4-12 ; Col. i. 18.) And then as to the 
second term, "the bride,'' how different is the position 
of a wife in a family from all other persons I They may 
be guests, and of the same family; but their position 
is altogether different. Such is the wondrous distinction, 
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the elect assembly gathered during this period (c) is 
destined to share with a glorified Christ for ever. (E]>h. 
v, 23-32; Bev. xix. 0-D ; xxi. !), 11.) But these precious 
truths can only be learnt by the Spirit's teaching, leading 
our souls into close communion with God in His own word. 

Q. I am looking at the line T. IS there anything in 
scripture about this taking the church to meet Christ? 

A. In 1 Thess. iv. 13-18 there is a very plain passage. 
The 17th verse states, "We who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them [who were asleep in Christ] 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." And also in 1 
Cor. xv. 51, " Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye," &c. In Titus ii. 13, " Looking for 
that blessed hope (T) and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." (R.) 

Thus we see that the apostle, and all who had been 
" turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God 
and to ivait for his Son from heaven," not only believed 
in this talcing up to meet Christ, but were actually look
ing for the blessed event. Bead, also, 1 Thess. ii. 19; 
v. 23 ; 2 Thess. iii. 5 ; Heb. ix. 28; x. 37; James v. 8; 1 
Peter i. 7, 18 ; 1 John ii. 28 ; iii. 2 ; Eev. xxii. 7, 12, 20. 
Surely this is no speculative doctrine, but a great practicaL 
truth, a solemn reality, that the Son of God may come, 
and take the Church this hour to meet Him in the air. 
Can you say this is your hope ? 

Q. I really feel it is a very serious question. I t 
almost makes me tremble, the very possibility of that 
great event taking place this hour. Tell me what would 
enable me to look for Christ's coming with joy ? 

A. Peace with God; the certainty that you are justi
fied from all sin and condemnation; the certainty that 
when you meet Christ, you will meet Him who has loved 
you, and washed you from all your sins in His own blood. 
This certainty alone can enable you to look for this-
blessed hope. 

Q. Ay, that is true; but how am I to get that certainty ? 
A. As a ruined sinner, receiving Christ as your entire 

salvation ; believing in Him with all your heart; confess
ing Him with your mouth. If you have thus received 
Him, you are justified, you may be certain. God says 
it—it must be true; for God cannot lie. 

Q. Well, I do think if my mind was more settled, as t o 
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the certainty of my having peace with God, I could even 
long for the coming of Christ. But I thought a great 
deal of scripture had to be fulfilled yet; if so, then how is it 
possible that Christ may take the Church this hour ? 

A. That is a difficulty, I know, with some, but the 
answer is simply this : such scriptures have not to be 
fulfilled, before the coming of Christ to take the Church, 
but after it. And that is just the reason why I place the 
short line (w) betwixt the taking of the Church (T) and 
the coming of Christ in judgment to this earth (R). 
There are many passages which refer to this period of 
judgment, all of which have to be fulfilled. And all 
will be fulfilled, after the Church is taken, during this 
short period (w). This is very clear from 2 Thess. ii. 1, 
2. I t appears from the persecutions that raged, and the 
great tribulation that these saints were enduring, some 
had tried to persuade them that the day of the Lord 
was come. The apostle shews them the impossibility of 
this ; as they ought to have known, that before then they 
would be gathered to Christ. This had been implied, in 
the first epistle, as they were not of the night; and he had 
no need to write to them about the day of the Lord. So 
now he says, " Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by oar gathering to
gether unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind . . . . 
as that the day of Christ is at hand,"—or is come. He 
then goes on to show the fearful state of this world, when 
the Spirit of God, I doubt not, with the Church, is taken 
away. And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming. You may 
judge what the fearful character of this period (w) will 
be, and the coming of Christ in judgment, called the day 
of the Lord, which closes it, by reading the following scrip
tures. Psalm lxxxii. 8; Isa. ii. 12, 2 1 ; xiii. G, 12 ; Dan. 
xii. 1; Joel ii. 1-11; iii. 9-16 ; Zeph. i. 7,14-18; iii. 8; 
Mai. iv. 1; Matt. xxiv. 21, 22. 

The Book of Revelation, from the 6th to the end of the 
19th chapter, is mostly occupied with these terrible days of 
the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. This short 
period (w). 

The order of this wonderful book, Eevelation, may be 
illustrated by the diagram. Thus, after the introduction, 

-which occupies the first chapter, the 2nd and 3rd chapters, 



THE COMING OF THE LOBD. 7 

containing the addresses to the seven churches, describe 
the condition of the things that are now in Christendom 
during the present period (c). Then iv. and v. take us 
up and let us see the redeemed above with the Lord. 
Then the vi., viii., ixM x., xi., and on to xix., shew what 
will take place during the period w; and then the thousand 
years in the xx., or period M, after which (s) Satan is loosed 
a little season; and then, xx., (E) the eternal state. 

Q. I hope to examine the Book of lievelation more 
closely: I never could make out the order of it before. 
But now as to the line K ; do you not make two comings 
of Christ; and what proof have you in Scripture that 
there is any difference betwixt the taking (T) and the 
revelation of Christ (R) at His coming to this earth ? 

A. There is the most clear proof of this. You remem
ber at the taking, the sleeping saints will be raised and the 
living ones changed and caught up to meet the Lord in tho-
air. Now compare it with 2 Thess. i. 7-10; Jude 14, 15 ; 
Eev. i. 7. In these passages it is the very opposite of going 
vp to meet the Lord, as at the taking (T) ; it is Christ 
com ing in judgment on an ungodly world. This judgment 
of living nations is described in Matt. xxv. 31-40. 

Q. Why, is not that chapter a description of the last 
day and the general judgment ? 

A. Oh, no ! If you compare it with Hov. ::x. 11-15, yort 
will observe it is as different as possible. So far from all 
nations being gathered together, and judged, a,nd separated,. 
which takes place at the commencement of the roilleniuia 
(M), after the close of this thousand years the heavens and 
earth flee away, and the dead, small and great, stand before 
the great white throne of God at the end of the short 
period (s). 

Q. Then during the millennium do you expect that all 
persons saved now will be on earth ? and that Christ will. 
also live on earth, and reign over them ? 

A. The Scriptures teach that the earthly kingdom of 
Christ will be composed first of the Jews, and Israel in their 
own land; and all nations then on earth brought into sub
jection to Israel, and to Christ, the King of kings. (Jeiv 
xxiii. 5-8; Zeph. iii. 8-20; Zech. xiv. 8-21; Isaiah ii. 1-4; 
ix. 6, 7 ; xi. 1-11; lxi. 4-9.) The Church, composed of all 
the saved during this period (c), will share and enjoy tho 
heavenly glory of Christ, (John xiv. 1-3; xvii. 22; Eph. 
i. 3 ; ii. 4-7; iii. 9-11; Rev. v.; xix. 7-8; xxi. 9-11.) The 
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Church will also reign luith Christ over this earth. See 
Greek of Eev. v. 10 ; also i. 6 ; xix. 14. 

Oh ! reader, let me add one word more on the present 
^work of God by the Holy Ghost; "in visiting the Gentiles 
to take out of them a people for his name." What grace 
is this ? lost sinners are being brought to Christ. And not 
one that is brought can ever be cast out. Can you say from 
your very heart that Christ is your all ? that as a sinner 
you have found Him to be your Saviour ? Oh, wondrous 
message to guilty men: "Be it known unto you, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of 
*ins; and by him sill that believe are justified from all 
things; from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses." (Acts xiii. 38, 39.) Justified! yes, it is God 
that justifies. Who shall condemn ? If a believer, will 
you not look for, and wait for the coming of Him who 
loved you and washed you in His own precious blood ? 

Oh, can you say: " The coming of the Lord is nothing to 
:me. What does it matter, if I only get to heaven, whether 
-the Lord comes or I die." Consummate selfishness ! What 
-would you think of a wife, whose husband was in a d'stant 
land, saying, The return of my husband is nothing to 
me. Where would be the affection of that heart that could 
receive a letter announcing that his return might be ex-
jpected every day; and yet could lay aside that letter with 
indifference, saying, It does not concern me ? The Spirit 
of God is arousing the cry, Come, Lord Jesus. A voice is 
heard from fieaven, Behold, I come quickly. Is it possible 
for you to know the love of Christ, and say, That voice 
does not speak to me ? Yes, if you are a Christian, that 
Troice of love speaks to your very heart. It is your heart 
Christ wants. It is not your head filled with prophetic 
theories. He wants to hear, He counts on hearing the 
l)ride say, "Come, Lord Jesus." And again He says, 
44 Surely I come quickly." Oh, that the whole Church of 
Ood may be aroused to cry, from their very heart, 
" E V E N so, COME, LOUD JESUS!" C. S. 
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